
HOUSE 2579

By Mr. Natsios of Holliston, petition of Andrew S. Natsios and
other members of the House for legislation to authorize town meetings
and city councils to reduce school budgets. Education.

An Act permitting town meetings and city councils to reduce
SCHOOL BUDGETS.

Commontoealtf) of iflasteacfjuaitttiS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 34, as most recently amended by chapter 294 of theacts
3 of 1939, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 34. Every city and town shall annually provide an
5 amount of money sufficient for the support of the public schools as
6 required by this chapter, provided however that no city or town
7 shall be required to provide any more money for the support of the
8 public schools than is appropriated by vote of the city council or
9 town meeting as the case may be. A city council, board of alder-

-10 man, town council, or town meeting as the case may be, may reduce
I I the total amount of a school budget but may not delete or reduce a
12 particular line item in such a budget. In a town meeting such a
13 reduction shall require the approval of at least three-fifths of the
14 persons present and voting. In a city or town council or a board of
15 aldermen such reduction shall require approval by a vote of three-

-16 fifths of the entire membership and if the application of the three-
-17 fifths vote shall result in a fractional number, in order to carry the
I g measure the number required shall be equal to the next highest
19 digit. If a city has a bicameral type of government then this author-

-20 ity shall be vested in the board of aldermen of such city.




