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By Mr. Barrett of Reading, petition of Michael J. Barrett relative to
requiring water conservation devices in new buildings and facilities.
Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 142 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 13 the following new section 13A:
3 Section 13A. (A) In this section the following words and
4 phrases shall have the following meanings:
5 “Approved showerhead” means any automatic flow showerhead
6 using no more than three gallons of water per minute, with the rate
7 based on a pressure at the fixture of 40-50 pounds per square inch.
8 “Approved sink faucet for a public facility” means any faucet
9 with spring-loaded valves or other devices that stop the flow of

10 water upon release of the handle or that stop the flow ofwater after
11 not more than one gallon of water has flowed through the fitting.
12 “Approved sink faucet for private use” means any faucet using
13 no more than four gallons of water per minute, with the rate based
14 on a pressure at the fixture of 40-50 pounds per square inch.
15 “Approved water closet” means any water closet using no more
16 than three and one-half (3 I/ 2) gallons of water per flush, with the
17 rate based on a pressure at the fixture of 40-50 pounds per square
18 inch.
19 “Approved urinal” means any single, flush-type urinal using no
20 more than one and one-half (1 1/2) gallons of water per flush, with
21 the rate based on a pressure at the fixture of 40-50 pounds per
22 square inch.
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23 “Constructed” means the building, inspecting, and supervising
24 of new structures and the installing of equipment required in
25 connection with the new structures.
26 “Remodeled” means the complete reconstruction or the reloca-
-27 tion of a whole plumbing system to another part of a building.
28 (B) The examiners, subject to the approval of the department of
29 environmental quality engineering, shall require that the following
30 devices be installed in buildings being constructed or remodeled
31 after January 1, 1981;
32 1) Approved water closets in every building, with the exception
3 3 that the examiners shall permit the installation of tank-type water
34 closets having a tank capacity of more than three and one-half (3
35 1/2) gallons that are equipped with devices which are found by the
36 examiners to meet applicable standards.
37 2) Approved urinals in every building.
38 3) Approved sink faucets for private use in private residences, in
39 buildings with restrooms not intended for private use, and in
40 hotels, motels, and dormatories.
41 4) Approved sink faucets for a public facility in buildings with
42 restrooms intended for public use except in hotels, motels, and
43 dormatories.
44 5) Approved showerheads in every building.
45 (C) Enforcement of this section may be suspended fora specific
46 period of time if it is determined by the examiners that the configu-
-47 ration of a drainage system for a building requires a greater quanti-
-48 ty of water to adequately flush the system than is delivered by the
49 approved fixtures, or if the examiners determine that there is an
50 inadequate supply of approved water closets, approved sink
51 faucets, approved urinals, approved showerheads, or approved
52 water-conserving devices intended for attachment to water closets,
53 sink faucets, or showerheads to allow the fixtures to qualify as
54 approved fixtures.
55 (D) The department of environmental quality engineering shall
56 promulgate those rules and regulations deemed necessary to carry
57 out the purposes of and to enforce this section, including the
58 formulation of standards for acceptable fixtures and devices which
59 reduce water consumption and meet requirements of safety and
60 sanitation. The standards shall also include listings of acceptable
61 fixtures and devices available commercially.
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