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By Mr. Barrett of Reading, petition of Michael J. Barrett and other
members of the General Court relative to providing a credit against
income tax liability for the cost of home weatherization measures.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty

An Act providing a credit against income tax liability for the

COST OF HOME WEATHERIZATION MEASURES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 6of chapter 62 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after subsection (d) the following subsection:
3 (e) any owner of residential property located in the common-
-4 wealth who is not a dependent of another taxpayer and who
5 occupies said property as his principal residence, shall be allowed a
6 credit equal to fifteen percent of so much of the net expenditure for
7 home weatherization measures as does not exceed one thousand
8 dollars, provided that in the case of a newly constructed residence
9 the credit shall be available to the original owner/occupant. Any

10 taxpayer entitled to this credit for any taxable year, the amount of
11 which exceeds his total tax due for the then current taxable year,
12 may carry over the excess amount, as reduced from year to year,
13 and apply it to his tax liability for any one or more of the next
14 succeeding three taxable years; provided, that in no taxable year
15 may the amount of the credit allowed exceed the total tax due from
16 the taxpayer for the relevant taxable year. Joint owners of a
17 residential property shall share any credit available to the property
18 under this subsection in the same proportion as their ownership
19 interest.
20 As used in this subsection the following words shall have the
21 following meanings:
22 (I) “home weatherization measures” shall include but not be
23 limited to installations of insulation or other energy-conserving

®fjc Commontocaltl) of



2 [JanuaryHOUSE - No. 3094

24 component installed in or on a residential property.
25 (II) “insulation”, as used in the immediately preceding subpara-
-26 graph, means any item
27 (A) which is specifically and primarily designed to reduce the
28 heat loss or gain of a residential property when installed in or on
29 such property.
30 (B) the original use of which begins with the taxpayer,
3 I (C) which can reasonably be expected to remain in operation
32 for at least three years, and
33 (D) which meets the performance and quality standards, if any,
34 which
35 (i) have been prescribed by the commissioner by regulations,
36 and
37 (ii) are in effect at the time of the acquisition of the property.
38 (III) “net expenditure” shall mean the total of the purchase price
39 for any home weatherization measure, plus installation cost less
40 any credits received pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code and
41 less grants or rebates received from the United State Department
42 of Housing and Urban Development.
43 (IV) “other energy-conserving component”, as used in subpara-
-44 graph (1) of this subsection, means any item (other than insula-
-45 tion)
46 (A) which is
47 (i) a furnace replacement burner designed to achieve a reduction
48 in the amount of fuel consumed as aresult of increased combustion
49 efficiency.
50 (ii) a device for modifying flue openings designed to increase the
5 I efficiency of operation of the heating system,
52 (iii) an electrical or mechanical furnace ignition system, which
53 replaces a gas pilot light,
54 (iv) a storm or thermal window or door for the exterior of a
55 residential property.
56 (v) an automatic energy-savings setback thermostat,
57 (vi) caulking or weatherstripping of an exterior door or win-
-58 dow.
59 (vii) a meter which displays the cost of energy usage, or
60 (viii) an item of the kind which the commissioner specifies by
61 regulations as increasing the energy efficiency of a residential
62 property.
63 (B) the original use of which begins with the taxpayer.
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64 (C) which can reasonably be expected to remain in operation
65 for at least three years, and
66 (D) which meets the performance and quality standards, if any,
67 which
68 (i) has been prescribed by the commissioner by regulations, and
69 (ii) are in effect at the time of the acquisition of the item.
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