
HOUSE 3385
By Mr. Creedon of Brockton, petition of Michael C. Creedon for

legislation to further regulate the awarding of dog racing days and the
disbursement of wagered sums. Government Regulations.

in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

An Act further regulating the awarding of dog racing days

AND THE DISBURSEMENT OF WAGERED SUMS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose, which is to further regualte the awarding of dog racing
3 days and the disbursement of wagered sums, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
5 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 13 of chapter 494 of
2 the acts of 1978, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter
3 338 of the acts of 1979, is hereby further amended by striking out
4 clauses (c) and (d) and inserting in place thereof the following two
5 clauses:
6 (c) no licenses shall be issued for more than an aggregate of nine
7 hundred and fifty-five racing days in any one year at all dog racing
8 meetings, combined, excluding dog racing meetings conducted at a
9 racetrack owned and operated by a state or county fair in Essex

10 county; provided, however, that two hundred and ten such days
11 may be awarded only for racing in Hampden county during the
12 period between April fifteenth and October twenty-first, and four
13 hundred and seventy-five of the remaining such days may be
14 awarded only for racing in Bristol county; provided, further, that
15 in the town of Raynham in Bristol county, two hundred and
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16 seventy-five days, inclusive of fairs, be held between January first
17 and July thirty-first, and that in the town of Dighton not more than
18 two hundred days, inclusive of fairs, be held between August first
19 and December thirty-first; and provided, further, that the remain-

-20 ing two hundred and seventy such days may only be awarded in
21 Suffolk county during forty-five weeks in any calendar year;
22 (d) licenses shall permit racing meetings only between the hours
23 of ten o’clock ante meridian and twelve o’clock midnight. Dates for
24 racing meetings held in connection with a state or county fair may
25 only be awarded during the period between June fifteenth and
26 October fifteenth. The commission may, in its discretion, on writ-
-27 ten application from a racing licensee made at least seven days
28 prior to the date or dates of any proposed change of time stated in
29 said racing license and without necessity for any further public
30 hearing, change the hours of conducting such race meeting
31 between any of the aforesaid hours, notwithstanding the hours set
32 forth on the license; provided, however, that if, by reason of
33 national emergency, night illumination is forbidden by public
34 authority, then said commission may, in its discretion, issue a
35 license to permit racing at such hours as said commission may
36 determine between the hours of ten o’clock ante meridian and
37 twelve o’clock midnight. For the purpose of imposing the fee
38 provided for in section ten of this act, computing the sums payable
39 to the racing commission pursuant to section fourteen of this act,
40 and counting the number of days authorized by clauses (a), (b) or
41 (c) of this section, any racing held after seven o’clock postmeridian
42 on the same day on which racing is held at the same racetrack prior
43 to that hour shall be considered a separate day of racing.

1 SECTION 2. Section 14 of said chapter 494 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the fifth and sixth paragraphs and inserting in place
3 thereof the following two paragraphs:
4 Each person licensed to conduct a dog racing meeting, including
5 a meeting held at a commercial racetrack in connection with a stale
6 or county fair, shall pay to said commission, on the day following
7 each day of such dog racing meeting, a sum equal to four per cent of
8 so much of the total amount deposited on the preceding day by
9 patrons so wagering at such meeting as does not exceed two
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10 hundred thousand dollars, and nine per cent of so much thereof as
11 exceeds two hundred thousand dollars. Said percentages to be paid
12 from the eighteen per cent withheld, as provided in this section,
13 from the total amount wagered.
14 Each person licensed to conduct a dogracing meeting, including
15 a licensee holding a racing meeting at a commercial racetrack in
16 connection with a state or county fair, shall allocate a minimum of
17 four per cent of the total amount deposited daily by the patrons
18 wagering at such meeting, to be used for the payment of purses to
19 the dog owners in accordance with the rules and established cus-

-20 toms of conducting dog racing meetings and said minimum of four
21 per cent is to be paid from the eighteen per cent withheld, as
22 provided in this section from the total amount wagered. On and
23 after the effective date of this act, the payment of all purses is to be
24 computed in accordance with the provisions of this section.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 494 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 12 the following section:
3 Section 12A. During the calendar years nineteen hundred and
4 seventy-nine through nineteen hundred and eighty-three, each dog
5 racing track licensee under section three of chapter one hundred
6 and twenty-eight A, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting
7 in connection with a state or county fair, shall daily pay their
8 respective portions of the so-called breaks, as defined in section
9 five of said chapter one hundred and twenty-eight Ajinto a trust
10 fund to be known as the Dog Racing Capital Improvement Trust
11 Fund under the direction and supervision of the state racing com-
-12 missioners, as they are individuals, as trustees of said trust. Said
13 trustees shall deposit such monies in one or more banks, at interest
14 within the commonwealth.
15 Said trustees may expend without appropriation all or any part
16 of the Dog Racing Capital Improvements Trust Fund to a dog
17 track licensee for use as all or part of a-capital expenditure for
18 alterations, additions, replacements, changes, improvements or
19 major repairs to or upon the property or equipment owned or
20 leased by such licensee and used by it for the conduct of racing;
21 provided, however, that no licensee shall receive an amount in
22 excess of the amount attributable to said licensee in such trust
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23 fund. Said commission may prescribe terms and conditions for
24 such grant. Such licensee shall comply with all applicable provi-
-25 sions of chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the General Laws
26 unless such compliance is waived by the commission in writing for
27 cause.
28 No such expenditure for capital imprvements shall be approved
29 by the trustees if such improvements are to be accomplished pursu-
-30 ant to a contract with a person, corporation, partnership, trust or
31 any combination of the same or any entity owned wholly or in part
32 by a person, corporation, partnership, trust or any combination of
33 the same or any other entity which owns or operates or holds any
34 interest in any racetrack in the commonwealth.
35 Nothing herein contained shall preclude a dog racing track from
36 making capital improvements not funded in whole or in part from
37 such funds; provided, however, that all sums approved by said
38 commission hereunder shall be expended in their entirety for capi-
-39 tal improvements; and provided, further, that any revision by said
40 licensee in the making of capital improvements as hereinbefore
41 provided, shall require separate written approval by the trustees
42 therefor. All financial statements required under section six of
43 chapter one hundred and twenty-eight Aof the GeneralLaws shall
44 be accompanied by a statement signed under the pains and penal-
-45 ties of perjury by the chief financial officer of the licensee, setting
46 forth the capital improvements made with funds obtained under
42 this section and further certifying that such expenditures are
48 treated as capital expenditures in the accompanying financial
49 statement.
50 Funds deposited by licensees and the commission in the Dog
51 Racing Capital Improvement Trust Fund shall remain in said fund
52 until expended under this section; provided, however, that any
53 amount in said account as of December thirty-first, nineteen
54 hundred and eighty-three which has not been so expended or as to
55 which no binding commitment has been made by said trustees shall
56 thereupon be deposited in the General Fund.


