
HOUSE 3482
By Mr. Robinson of Melrose, petition of William G. Robinson and

other members of the House that the Auditor of the Commonwealth be
directed to audit the accounts of the General Court. Rules of the two
branches, acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty

An Act requiring audits of the general court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Genera!
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follow s:

1 SECTION 1. Section 12 of chapter 11 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 270 of the acts of 1975, is hereby
3 further amended by inserting after the first paragraph the follow-

-4 ing paragraph:
5 The department of the state auditor shall make an audit as often
6 as the state auditor determines is necessary, but in no event less
7 than once in every two years ofall the accounts of the general court.
8 All authorized officers and employees of the department shall have
9 access to these accounts at reasonable times, and the department

10 may require the production of books, documents and vouchers,
11 except tax returns, relating to any matter within the scope of the
12 audit. The state auditor shall annually reconcile the income and
13 balance the cash of all revenue received, if any. This audit shall
14 include but not be limited to:
15 (a) an examination of the records and systems of internal con-

-16 trol, if any in the areas of:
17 (1) personnel —to determine the number of employees (by
18 account and by legislator, committee, or office), the salaries and
19 benefits of the employees, changes in salaries and benefits, and

20 such other facts as the department deems advisable;
21 (2) major expense classifications and subsidiary accounts there-
-22 in including, without limitation, travel, telephone, postage, food.
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23 and entertainment, rentals/leases, and lodging —to determine the
24 expenditures by accounts (subsidiary or otherwise) and by legisla-
-25 tor, committee, or office;
26 all reported for at least the two fiscal years prior to the audit in a
27 comparison format;
28 (b) a comparison of expenditures to appropriations in each
29 account for at least the two fiscal years prior to the audit, stating
30 the amount of unexpended appropriations carried forward from
31 each of said fiscal years into the next following fiscal year;
32 (c) recommendations, if any, for improvement of the record
33 keeping and systems of internal controls.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. The
2 first audit to be performed under the provisions of this act shall
3 commence not later than six months following the effective date of
4 this act.


