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By Mr. Roche of Springfield, petition of Richard P. Roche and
other members of the House that provision be made for the formula-
tion of a Massachusetts energy management policy. Energy.

An Act providing for the formulation of a Massachusetts ener-
gy MANAGEMENT POLICY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Whereas, the rising price and decreasing availa-
-2 bility of energy from non-renewable sources threatens the well-be-
-3 ing of the citizens of Massachusetts; whereas, conservation policies
4 can potentially reduce the rate of growth in demand for energy
5 through increasing the efficiency with which energy is used; where-
-6 as, the development of renewable energy resources can signifi-
-7 cantly reduce the cost of energy and increase its availability; and
8 whereas, conservation efforts and the development of renewable
9 resources are hindered by the absence of a coordinated system of

I o local and state energy plans; it is the purpose of this act to initiatea

II locally-oriented, participatory planning process which shall lead to

12 the creation of a Massachusetts Energy Management Policy. The

13 planning process shall enable representatives from various interest
14 groups in each municipality in the commonwealth to:

■ c 1. assess the present pattern of energy consumption and produc-
-16 tion -

12 2. examine possible state and local initiatives which could im-
prove the efficiency with which energy is used.

19 3. evaluate the potential for the development of renewable
2q energy resources by both private citizens and various state and

2| local governments.
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22 4. recommend possible state and local policies which could
23 facilitate the development of renewable energy resources.

1 SECTION 2. Within one month of the effective date of this act
2 there shall be created in every municipality of the commonwealth a
3 local energy policy committee composed of the mayor of a city,
4 except in the case of a city with a Plan E form of government in
5 which case it shall be the city manager, or the chairman of the
6 Board of Selectmen in the case of a town, and the following public
7 officials or their designees: the chairman of the planning board, if
8 one exists; the chairman of the conservation commission, if one
9 exists; the chairman of the housing authority, if one exists; the

10 chairman of the redevelopment authority, if one exists; the chair-
-11 man of the department of public health; thecity or town planner, if
12 one exists; and the chairman of the municipal light department, if
13 one exists. In addition, there shall be no less than five residents of
14 the municipality, representative of disparate social, economic and
15 environmental interests, to be appointed by the selectmen, in the
16 case ofa town, or to be appointed with the consent of the council by
17 the mayor in the case of a city except in the case of a city with a Plan
18 E form of government, in which case it shall be the city manager.
19 In any municipality, the local energy policy committee may
20 etablish subcommittees with additional membership to represent
21 various geographic areas within the municipality.
22 Any municipality may select its own guidelines for establishing a
23 local energy policy committee provided that the guidelines are
24 approved by the Secretary of Energy Resources.
25 Every municipality shall submit to the Secretary of Energy
26 Resources a list of members of the local energy policy committee
27 and any subcommittee, together with the addresses of the
28 members.

1 SECTION 3. Within one month of the effective date ofthis Act,
2 the Secretary of Energy Resources shall send to the selectmen o
3 every town and to the chief executive officer of every city a request
4 for a Statement of Energy Problems and Priorities, which may be
5 in the form of a questionnaire. The format of the statement will be
6 prepared by the Secretary and may include questions and requests
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for proposed policies relating to the following:7
8
9

1. The existing pattern ofenergy use within the municipality by;
a. residences
b. commercial establishments
c. industries

10
! I

d. public transportation
e. public buildings

12
13

2. Existing public policies or private practices which contribute
to the wasteful or inefficient use of energy.

14
15

3. Various alternative policies which, if followed by either the
state or local government, would make a significant improvement
in the efficiency with which energy is used in the municipality.

16
17
18

4. The potential for development within the municipality of
energy supplies from renewable resources. Renewable resources
may include, but not be limited to, wood, biomass, waste, wind,
water and solar energy.

19
20
21
99

5. Proposals for state programs to assist in the development of
municipal renewable energy resources.

23
24

SECTION 4. Within three months of the effective date of this
act, each municipal energy policy committee shall hold a public
hearing at which interested persons and groups shall be afforded an
opportunity to present data, views or arguments, orally or in
writing, on the preparation of the municipal Statement of Energy
Problems and Priorities. Elected municipal officials as well as state
representatives and senators shall be invited to provide their views
and comments on local energy policy. However, no person or
group shall be required to make presentations or arguments in
writing.

1
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10
Within six months of the effective date of this act, the municipal

energy policy committee shall prepare a tentative Statement of
Energy Problems and Priorities for submission to the board of
selectmen in the case of a town, and to the city council in the case of
a city. Upon approval by the board of selectmen or the city council,
the Statement shall be prepared in final form for submission to the
Secretary of Energy Resources not later than nine months from the
effective date of this act. Any county, city council or board of
selectmen, special purpose governmental unit, private citizen, or-
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20 ganized group or local board or commission or committee may file,
21 at any time, a citizen comment of concurrence with or dissent from
22 a statement, and shall file such comment with the committee and
23 the Secretary of Energy Resources.

1 SECTION 5. Within one year of the effective date of this act,
2 the Executive Office of Energy Resources, in cooperation with
3 other state agencies shall prepare a report for the General Court
4 which shall include, but need not be limited to, the following
5 elements:
6 I. Proposals for a Massachusetts Energy Conservation Policy,
7 to be implemented by both state and local governments;
g 2. Proposals for the development of renewable energy resources
9 within the commonwealth, including municipally owned and oper-

-10 ated energy facilities.

1 SECTION 6. A local energy policy committee may petition the
2 Executive Office of Energy Resources for an extension in the time
3 allowed under this act. The Executive Office may, at its discretion,
4 grant such an extension.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.


