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Chap.232 An Act relative to the special justices of the third
DISTRICT COURT OF BRISTOL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The third district court of Bristol shall, dur-

ing the tenure of office of special justice Albert E. Clarke,

consist of one justice and three special justices: frovided,

that, upon the expiration of the tenure of office of the above

named special justice, the said court shall consist of one jus-

tice and two special justices, as provided by section six of

chapter one hundred and sixty of the Revised Laws.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 13, 1912.

Chap.2dS An Act to provide for the recovery of certain penal-

ties INCURRED BY GAS COMPANIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section foiu-teen of chapter fifty-eight of the Revised Laws,

as amended by section one of chapter four hundred and sixty-

four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and three, and

by section thi'ce of chapter four hundred and eighty-three of

the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, is hereby

further amended by striking out the words "a fine of one

hundred dollars shall be paid by such company, city or town

into the treasury of the commonwealth", in the twenty-

eighth and twenty-ninth lines, and inserting in place thereof

the following :
— such company, city or town shall be liable

to a fine of one hundred dollars, which may be recovered by

an information in equity brought in the supreme judicial

court by the attorney-general, at the relation of the board

of gas and electric light commissioners, and when so recovered

shall be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth, — so

as to read as follows: — Section 14- The gas of every com-

pany which supplies more than fifty consumers, except gas

made and used exclusively for heating, cooking, chemical

and mechanical purposes, shall be inspected at least twice

a year and as much oftener as the board of gas and electric

light commissioners may determine. The gas shall be tested

for illuminating power by means of a disc photometer and,

during such test, shall be burned from the burner best adapted

to it, which is at the same time suitable for domestic use, and

at as near the rate of five feet an horn- as is practicable. The
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board of gas and electric light commissioners shall, for the

purpose of establishing a standard of purity for gas, and after

a public hearing, determine how many grains of sulphur and

ammonia per hundred cubic feet of gas may be permitted,

and the board shall have power to change such standards

from time to time, after a public hearing; but not more than

thirty grains of sulphur per hundred cubic feet and no sul-

phuretted hydrogen shall be allowed.

If the gas of any gas company or of any city or town sup- Penalty in

plying gas is found on three consecutive inspections, or on below sund-

three inspections made within a period of thirty consecutive '*'^''' ^^'^'

days, to give less light than sixteen standard English candles

or upon such averaging of inspections as the board may pre-

scribe, to be below the standard of purity fixed under this

act, unless such defect is in the opinion of the board due to

unavoidable cause or accident, such company, city or town

shall be liable to a fine of one hundred dollars, which may be

recovered by an information in equity brought in the supreme

judicial com't by the attorney-general, at the relation of the

board of gas and electric light commissioners, and when so

recovered shall be paid into the treasury of the common-
wealth.

If during the test the consumption of gas varies from five variations in

feet an hour, or the candle from one hundred and twenty '^'^^ e power.

grains an hour, a proportionate correction shall be made for

the candle power. Upon such complaint and after such

notice and hearing as are provided for by section thirty-

four of chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the Revised

Laws the board may require a company to supply such gas

as will give, when tested in the manner prescribed in this

section, a light equivalent to such number of standard Eng-

lish candles, not less than sixteen, as said board may deter-

mine, jlpj^roved March 13, 1912.

An Act relative to altering the valuations of estates. C/iap.234

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. At any time within three months after the Altering the

date of the determination of value of any estate made by the estates.

tax commissioner under the provisions of section nineteen

of Part IV of chapter four hundred and ninety of the acts

of the year nineteen hundred and nine, the commissioner may,

at the request or with the consent of the person or persons

by whom the tax is payable, alter such determination of


