
HOUSE 4249
By Mr. Serra of Boston, petition of Emanuel G. Serra relative to the

supervision of local tax collectors and treasurers. Taxation.

Commontocaltt) of iflasgacfjugctts:

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

An Act to provide greater supervision of local collectors and
TREASURERS.

1 Section 7of Chapter 58 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereofthe
3 following:
4 No later than thirty days after the end of the fiscal year, each
5 local collector shall file with the Commissioner of Revenue a report
6 detailing the current amount by fiscal year levied and by name of
7 delinquent taxpayer all unpaid real, personal and excise tax bills.
8 The report shall also detail by fiscal year levied the current total
9 amount of all unpaid real, personal and excise taxes, the percen-

-10 tage of unpaid taxes to total taxes levied according to fiscal year,
11 and a plan for collection of those unpaid taxes. These reports shall
12 be made on forms printed and distributed to local collectors by the
13 commissioner.
14 The commissioner shall review, within ninety days of receipt,
15 said report and forward to local officials recommendations con-

-16 taining suggested improvements of local collection practices. The
17 commissioner may secure any information as to unpaid taxes in
18 any city or town, and examine any books, records, and papers of
19 collectors, assessors and other local officials thatmay be necessary
20 for the commissioner to make these recommendations or supervise
21 the practices of local collectors and treasurers. Both the reports of
22 the local collectors to the commissioner and the commissioner’s
23 recommendations to local collectors shall be open to public inspec-
-24 tion.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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25 On failure of any collector to comply with the requirements of
26 the commissioner, the commissioner shall notify the mayor of
27 selectmen of said failure along with any recommendations that he
28 deems necessary or expedient. If, within ninety days of such notifi-
-29 cation, the commissioner believes that his recommendations have
30 not been complied with by the collector, the commissioner shall
31 require the collector to show cause why he should not be removed
32 from office, at a public hearing held after the collector has received
33 twenty days notice of such hearing, and if the collector does not
34 show adequate cause why he should not be removed from office,
35 the commissioner shall remove him from office.
36 The provisions of this act shall apply to real, personal and local
37 excise taxes assessed on and after January 1, 1980.


