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By Ms. Graham of Cambridge, petition of Saundra Graham and

Doris Bunte for legislation to establish the Massachusetts homestead
agency. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty

An Act to establish the Massachusetts homestead agency.

1 The General Laws are hereby amendedby insertingafter chapter
2 12 i B the following chapter:

2 This Chapter may be known and may be cited as the Massachu-
-3 setts Homestead Act of 1977.
4 Section 3. Declaration ofpublic necessity and purpose
5 It is hereby found and declared that:
6 There continues to exist a shortage of safe and sanitary housing
7 for low and moderate-income persons, and the quality and condi-
-8 tion of housing in many neighborhoods is in an accelerated process
9 of deterioration. Further, many dwelling stuctures are neglected;
10 so that they deteriorate and contribute to neighborhood blight.
11 The process of deterioration of housing often ends in abandon-
-12 ment of formerly sound dwelling structures depriving families of
13 much-needed housing units. Vandalism ofabandoned units makes
14 it economically unfeasible to rehabilitate these units. Vandalized
15 abandoned structures constitute fire hazards, are dangerous to the
16 health and safety of the community, and diminish the property tax

• 7 base of governmental tax authorities. Many owners of deteriorat-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
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18 ing buildings cannot afford to rehabilitate the buildings, and yet,
19 can find no buyers for the property. In contrast to the above,
20 individual homeownership tends to decrease maintenance prob-
-21 lems, vandalism, and poor management of multi-unit structures.
22 It is therefore the purpose of this Chapter to;

23 Put presently abandoned or neglected housing unitsback on the
24 housing market to provide quality housing which is decent, safe,
25 and sanitary at prices that low and moderate-income people can
26 afford in a variety of neighborhoods; forestall foreshortening of
27 the lives of sound buildings by neglect and subsequent abandon-
-28 ment by providing the necessary economic, technical and legal
29 assistance to encourage private, non-absentee low and moderate
30 income owners to rehabilitate housing that is essentially sound but
31 does not presently meet the standards of the sanitary code stand-
-32 ards of fitness for human habitation; improve the quality of hous-
-33 ing in declining neighborhoods, and thereby slow the spread of
34 blight; and increase opportunities for low and moderate-income
35 persons to own their own homes.
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