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By Mr. King of Boston, petition of Melvin H. King and other
members of the General Court and another for legislation to create the
Massachusetts solar greenhouse development authority for the pur-
pose of producing food for the people of the Commonwealth. Natural
Resources and Agriculture.

fPjc CommontoeaUf) of iHlaftSacfnistetts;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Whereas, Massachusetts faces serious food shortages in the
2 coming decade due to its overreliance on foods imported from
3 distant regions; and
4 Whereas, Recurring petroleum shortages, food transportation
5 strikes, and general economic depression will continue to escalate
6 the costs of imported foods, and threaten to cause emergency food
7 shortages in Massachusetts; and
8 Whereas, It is crucial to maintain a sufficient supply of food at
9 reasonable prices to all the people of the Commonwealth, especial-

-10 ly in times of economic depression and during winter months;
11 therefore be it
12 Resolved, That the Massachusetts General Court hereby de-
-13 dares it to be the policy of the Commonwealth to rapidly imple-
-14 ment such biologically-renewable technologies that will increase
15 Massachusetts food production and self-reliance and reduce our
16 dependence on imported foods and nonrenewable fuels to produce
17 food; and be it further
18 Resolved, That this act intends to implement the widespread
19 construction and operation of solar greenhouses in the Common-

-20 wealth, which are capable of providing most of the Common-
-21 wealth’s produce needs year round at reasonable prices and using

An Act creating the Massachusetts solar greenhouse develop-
ment AUTHORITY.
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22 renewable energy sources, and is to be known as the Massachusetts
23 Solar Greenhouse Emergency Food Production Act.

1 SECTION 2. The Massachusetts Solar Greenhouse Develop-
-2 ment Authority, hereinafter created, is hereby authorized and
3 empowered, subject to the provisions of this act, to support devel-
-4 opment of solar greenhouses on commercial, community, and
5 nonprofit bases, for the purpose of producing food for the people
6 of the Commonwealth.

1 SECTION 3. The Authority is hereby authorized to provide by
2 resolution for the issuance of up to twenty million dollars of solar
3 greenhouse revenue bonds of the Authority for the purpose of
4 providing loans for the construction and retrofitting of solar green-
-5 houses in the Commonwealth, and for the purpose of performing
6 or commissioning theresearch, development, and dissemination of
7 a basic design of food-producing solar greenhouses.

1 SECTION 4. The following categories of persons or entities
2 shall be eligible to borrow the funds of the Authority for the
3 purpose of constructing solar greenhouses: farmers owning and
4 residing upon their farms; Massachusetts farmers’ cooperatives;
5 cities and towns of the Commonwealth; consumer food coopera-
-6 lives; community development corporations; and small businesses
7 and corporations with their principal office and ownership in the
g Commonwealth, whose gross receipts do not exceed two million
9 dollars annually, and with fewer than fifty employees. In all instan-

I o ces, applicants for loans from the Authority shall provide evidence
I | of their intention to sell or provide most of the foods grown in such
12 solar greenhouses to consumers in Massachusetts, and not to
13 export markets.

1 SECTION 5. As used in this act, a solar greenhouse shall be
2 defined as a food producing structure with over half of its space
3 heat derived from direct solar source, with the capacity to store
4 heat or energy during the day for night use. A solar greenhouse
5 shall be construed to include such a structure be it free-standing.
6 retrofitted onto an existing structure, or a food-producing cold-
-7 frame meeting the previous qualifications.


