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An Act to authorize certain insurance companies to Chap.330
ACT AS SURETIES IN CRIMINAL PROCEDURE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section sixty-one of chapter five hundred and seventy-six of
etc?!' Amended.

the acts of the year nineteen hundred and seven, as amended

by chapter two hundred aiitl fifty-six of the acts of the

year nineteen hunch'ed and nine, and by chapter three

hundred and forty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hun-

dred and eleven, is hereby further amended by striking out

the section and inserting in phice thereof the following:—
Section 61. A company organized under the provisions of fncl!'etc.'°^"'^"

this act or the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, or

chartered by any other state or government to transact

fidelity insurance and corporate suretyship, and ciualified to

do business in this commonwealth, may make contracts of

insurance to guarantee the fidelity of persons holding positions

of trust in private or public employment or responsibility,

and may, if accepted and approved by the court, magistrate,

obligee or person competent to approve such bond, act as

joint or sole surety upon the official bond or the bond, recog-

nizance or other undertaking in civil and criminal procedure

of any person or corporation to the United States, to this

commonwealth or to any county, city, town, judge of probate

and insolvency or other court, sheriff, magistrate or other

public officer, or to any corporation or association public

or private; and also may act as joint or sole surety upon

any bond or undertaking to any person or corporation or to

the commonwealth conditioned upon the performance of any

duty or trust or for the doing or not doing of anything in said

bond specified, and upon bonds to indemnify against loss

any person or persons Avho are responsible as surety or

sureties upon a written instrument or otherwise for the

performance by others of any office, employment, contract

or trust. If by law two or more sureties are required upon Sureties, etc.

any obligation such company is authorized to insure, it

may act as joint or sole surety thereon and may be accepted

as such by the court, magistrate or other officer or person

authorized to approve the sufficiency of such bond or under-

taking; and so much of section nine of chapter one hundred

and forty-nine of the Revised Laws as requires that sureties

on bonds to a judge of probate shall be residents of the com-

monwealth shall not forbid the acceptance of a qualified
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Recognizance,
etc.

foreign corporation as joint or sole surety on any such bond.

A bond given by it under the provisions of section twenty-

four of chapter one hundred and ten, section fifteen of chapter

one hundred and thirteen or section seven of chapter one

hundred and fourteen of the Revised Laws, shall be in a form
approved by the commissioner of corporations or the bank
commissioner, respectively, and an attested copy of such

bond, with a certificate of the custodian that the original

is in his possession, shall be filed with the commissioner con-

cerned. No such company shall incur in behalf or on account

of any one person, partnership, association or corporation a

liability for an amount larger than one tenth of its net

assets, unless it shall be secured from loss thereon beyond
that amount by suitable and sufl^cient collateral agreements

of indemnity, by agreements of other joint surety or sureties

relative to the amount of liability assumed by it or them, by
deposit with it in pledge or convej'ance to it in trust for its

protection of property equal in value to the excess of its

liability over such limit, or, if such liability is incurred in

behalf or on account of a fiduciary holding property in a

trust capacity, by such deposit or other disposition of a

suitable and sufficient portion of the estate so held that no
further sale, mortgage, pledge or other disposition can be

made thereof without such company's approval, except by
the decree of a court having proper jurisdiction; and if

any foreign insurance company violates this provision, the

insurance commissioner may revoke its authority to transact

business in this commonwealth. So much of section eight-

een of this act as provides that policies and contracts of

insurance shall be headed only by the name of the insurance

company by which they are issued, shall not apply to con-

tracts of corjjorate surety.

In cases where the procedure heretofore has been to cause

the sureties to make an oral recognizance in open court or

before a justice or other magistrate, a corporation authorized

by this act to make such recognizance as sole surety, shall,

instead of recognizing orally by an officer or agent, enter

into a bond duly executed by the principal, and, in behalf

of such corporation acting as surety, by its officer or agent

thereto duly authorized, and sealed with its corporate seal,

and neither the principal nor the surety shall recognize

orally. The condition of the bond shall be the same that

has heretofore been contained in the oral recognizance taken

in such cases, and the bond shall be satisfactory to the court,
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justice or other magistrate, who shall endorse his approval

on it. Such bond, if approved by the court, justice or other

magistrate, shall not be defeated by reason of the failure of

the principal to execute the bond, or by any failure to comply
with the provisions of this act that would not defeat the

bond at common law as against the corporation acting as

surety.

It shall be lawful for any receiver, assignee, guardian, con- Receiver, etc..

servator, trustee, executor, administrator or other fiduciary, "cruin agree-

or party from whom a bond is required, to agree and arrange

with his surety or sureties for the deposit for safe keeping of

any or all moneys, assets and other property for which he
is or may be responsible with a bank, savings bank, safe de-

posit or trust company authorized by law to do business as

such in this commonwealth and in such manner as to prevent

the withdrawal or alienation of such money, assets or other

property or any part thereof, without the written consent

of such surety or sureties or an order of the court in which
such bond is filed, or of a judge thereof, made on such notice

to such surety or sureties as the court or judge may direct.

Apjjroved March 28, 1912.

An Act relative to reimbursing cities and towns for (jhn^ 331
AID RENDERED TO PERSONS WITHOUT SETTLEMENT.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

Section 1. Section twenty-one of chapter eighty-one r. l. si, § 21,

of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred ^^'^" ^"^'''i'^^'*-

and fifty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
three, is hereby further amended by inserting after the

word " months ", in the ninth line, the words :
— except as

otherwise ordered by the state board of charity, — so as to

read as follows:— Section 21. A city or town may furnish cities and

aid to poor persons found therein, having no lawful settle- fumisira'id

ments within the commonwealth, if the overseers of the poor pauperTetc^*^

consider it for the public interest; but, except in cases under
the provisions of section fourteen of chapter eighty-five, not
for a greater amount than two dollars a week for each family

during the months of May to September, inclusive, or three

dollars a week during the other months, except as otherwise

ordered by the state board of charity; and the overseers

shall in every case give immediate notice in wi-iting to the

state board of charity, which shall examine the case and if

it directs a discontinuance of such aid, shall remove such


