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An Act to authorize the city of salem or the board Chav.3A9
OF PARK COMMISSIONERS ' TO TAKE CERTAIN L.\NDS OR
FIATS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF A NUISANCE, AND FOR
PUBLIC PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The city of Salem, or the board of park Taking of
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1 lands or flats

commissioners may, with the approval or the mayor and in saiem

city council of said city, take in fee, or acquire by purchase or

otherwise, such lands or flats in that part of Salem harbor in

said city lying w^esterly of a line drawn from the most easterly

part of Pickering's point to the most easterly part of Long
point, called Palmer's cove, as it may deem necessary for

the purpose of abating or preventing any nuisance in said

cove, and of constructing one or more public parks and play-

grounds; and may make such excavation and filling, and

erect and maintain such structures in and upon any lands or

flats acquired hereunder, and in and over the area of any

tide waters within the limits of such lands or flats as it may
deem necessary for said purposes, subject to the provisions

of chapter ninety-six of the Revised Laws and of any amend-
ments thereof: yromded, however, that no land shall be taken Proviso,

or purchased, or any other thing involving an expenditure

of money done, until an appropriation sufficient for the

estimated expense thereof shall have been made by a vote of

two thirds of the members of each branch of the city council.

Section 2. Said city or said board of park commissioners Taking to be

shall within sixty days after the taking of any lands or flats

hereunder, file and cause to be recorded in the registry of

deeds for the southern district of the county of Essex a

description thereof, sufficiently accurate for identification,

with a statement signed by the mayor that the same are

taken in the name and behalf of the city under the pro-

visions of this act; and the filing thereof shall be sufficient

notice to all persons that the same have so been taken.

Section 3. The said city shall pay all damages to prop- Damages.

erty sustained by any person or corporation by the taking

of any lands or flats, or by any other thing done by it under
authority hereof. If the city and such person or corporation

cannot agree as to the amount so to be paid such person or

corporation may file a petition against the city in the superior

court of the county of Essex for a jury to determine the

damages; and thereupon the same proceedings shall be had
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as are provided for in the case of an application for a jury

to award damages for land taken for the laying out of high-

ways: provided, that no such application for a jury shall be

made after the expiration of one year after the taking of

such lands or flats or the doing of other injury under the

authority of this act.

Section 4. In every case of a petition for a jury as afore-

said the city may at any time file in court an oft'er in writing

to pay the petitioner a sum therein specified as damages, and
if he does not accept the same within ten days after notice

of such offer, and does not finally recover a greater sum
than is so offered, not including interest, the city shall be

entitled to recover its costs from said date, and the petitioner,

if he recovers damages, shall be entitled to costs only to the

date of the offer.

Section 5. The provisions of chapter twenty-eight of

the Revised Laws, and of the amendments thereof relative

to the improvement, use and government of public parks,

shall apply to any lands or flats acquired hereunder which

shall, by vote of the city council of the city, be appropriated

to the uses of a public park or playground.

Section 6. The authority herein granted shall cease if

no part of the lands or flats hereby authorized to be acquired

have been acquired and improvements thereon begun within

five years after the date of the passage of this act.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March SO, 1912.

The Belcher-
town Water
Company
incorporated.

Chap.350 An Act to incorporate the belchertown water com-

pany.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Amasa M. Baggs, Milton C. Baggs and
Roswell Allen, their associates and successors, are hereby

made a corporation by the name of the Belchertown Water
Company for the purpose of supplying the inhabitants of the

town of Belchertown or any part thereof, with water for

extinguishment of fires and for domestic, manufacturing and

other purposes; with all the powers and privileges and

subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth

in all general laws now or hereafter in force applicable to

such corporations.
May^acquire SECTION 2. Said Corporation, for the purpose aforesaid,

waters, etc. may Icasc, take or acquire by purchase or otherwise, and


