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as are provided for in the case of an application for a jury

to award damages for land taken for the laying out of high-

ways: provided, that no such application for a jury shall be

made after the expiration of one year after the taking of

such lands or flats or the doing of other injury under the

authority of this act.

Section 4. In every case of a petition for a jury as afore-

said the city may at any time file in court an oft'er in writing

to pay the petitioner a sum therein specified as damages, and
if he does not accept the same within ten days after notice

of such offer, and does not finally recover a greater sum
than is so offered, not including interest, the city shall be

entitled to recover its costs from said date, and the petitioner,

if he recovers damages, shall be entitled to costs only to the

date of the offer.

Section 5. The provisions of chapter twenty-eight of

the Revised Laws, and of the amendments thereof relative

to the improvement, use and government of public parks,

shall apply to any lands or flats acquired hereunder which

shall, by vote of the city council of the city, be appropriated

to the uses of a public park or playground.

Section 6. The authority herein granted shall cease if

no part of the lands or flats hereby authorized to be acquired

have been acquired and improvements thereon begun within

five years after the date of the passage of this act.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March SO, 1912.

The Belcher-
town Water
Company
incorporated.

Chap.350 An Act to incorporate the belchertown water com-

pany.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Amasa M. Baggs, Milton C. Baggs and
Roswell Allen, their associates and successors, are hereby

made a corporation by the name of the Belchertown Water
Company for the purpose of supplying the inhabitants of the

town of Belchertown or any part thereof, with water for

extinguishment of fires and for domestic, manufacturing and

other purposes; with all the powers and privileges and

subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth

in all general laws now or hereafter in force applicable to

such corporations.
May^acquire SECTION 2. Said Corporation, for the purpose aforesaid,

waters, etc. may Icasc, take or acquire by purchase or otherwise, and
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hold the waters of any ponds, brooks or springs within the

Hmits of said town not already acquired by the city of

Springfield, and may obtain and take water by means of

driven, bored, artesian or other wells on any land within the

limits of said Belchertown, and convey the waters, or so

much thereof as may be necessary, of any underground
water from wells which may be constructed or sunk at any
suitable point for such supply within the limits of said town,

together with any water rights connected therewith, and also

all lands, rights of M'ay and other easements necessary for

holding and preserving such water and for conveying the

same to any part of said town; and may erect on the land

thus taken or held proper dams, buildings, standpipes, fix-

tures and other structures, and may make excavations, pro-

cure and operate machinery, and provide such other means
and appliances, and may do such other things, as may be
necessary for the establishment and maintenance of complete

and effective water works: provided, however, that no source Proviso.

of water supply for domestic purposes or lands necessary for

preserving the quality of such water shall be acquired under
this act without the consent of the state board of health,

and that the location of all dams, reservoirs, wells or other

works for collecting or storing water shall be subject to the

approval of said board.

Section 3. Said company, for the purposes aforesaid, May construct
find mtiiiitHiin

may construct, lay and maintain aqueducts, conduits, pipes aqueducts, etc

and other works, under or over any land, water courses,

canals, dams, railroads, railways and public or other ways,

and along any highway or other way in the town of Belcher-

town, in such manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the

same; and for the purpose of constructing, laying, maintain-

ing and repairing such aqueducts, conduits, pipes and other

works, and for all other purposes of this act said company
may dig up, raise and embank any such lands, highways
or other ways in such manner as to cause the least hindrance

to public travel. Said company shall not enter upon, con-

struct or lay any conduits, pipes or other works within the

location of any railroad corporation, except at such time and
in such manner as it may agree upon with such corporation,

or, in case of failure so to agree, as may be approved by the

board of railroad commissioners.

Section 4. Said corporation shall, within sixty days DesoriptioD

after voting to take any lands, rights of way, water rights, takenl^o be

water sources or easements as aforesaid, file and cause to be
^'^<""^'*'^'^-
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recorded in the registry of deeds for the county of Hampshire
a description thereof sufficiently accurate for identification,

with a statement of the purpose for which the same were
taken, signed by the president of the corporation. The
recording shall operate as a taking of the real estate and
rights and easements therein described.

Section 5. Said corporation shall pay all damages to

property sustained by any person, firm or corporation by
the taking of any land, right of way, water, water source,

water right or easement, or by any other thing done by said

corporation under the authority of this act. Any person,

firm or corporation sustaining damages as aforesaid, and
failing to agree with said corporation as to the amount
thereof, may have the same assessed and determined in the

manner provided by law in the case of land taken for the

laying out of highways, on application at any time within

two years after the taking of such land or other property, or

the doing of any other injury under authority of this act;

but no such application shall be made after the expiration

of the said two years. No application for the assessment

of damages shall be made for the taking of any water, water

right or water source, or for any injury thereto, until the

water is actually withdrawn or diverted under authority of

this act. Said corporation may by vote from time to time

determine what amount or quantity of water it proposes

to take under this act; in which case any damages caused

by such taking shall be based upon the said amovint or quan-

tity until the same shall be increased by vote or otherwise,

and in such event said corporation shall be liable further only

for the additional damages caused by such additional taking.

Section 6. Said corporation may distribute water through

the town of Belchertown, or any part thereof, may regulate

the use of the same and may establish and fix from time to

time the rates for the use of said water and collect the same;

and may make such contracts with the said town or with any
fire district now or hereafter established therein, or with

any individual or corporation, to supply water for the ex-

tinguishing of fires or for other purposes, as may be agreed

upon.

Section 7. Said corporation may, for the purposes set

forth in this act, hold real estate not exceeding in value five

thousand dollars, and the capital stock of said corporation

shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars, to be divided into

shares of one hundred dollars each.
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Section 8. As soon as the capital stock of said company certificate of

has been fully paid, a certificate of that fact and of the man- caprtXstock to

ner in which the stock has been paid for and invested, signed ^^ ^^^^' ^^^'

and sworn to by the president, treasurer, and at least a
majority of the directors, and approved by the commissioner

of corporations, shall be filed in the office of the secretary of

the commonwealth. A conveyance to the corporation of

property, real or personal, at a fair valuation, shall be deemed
a sufficient payment for the capital stock to the extent of the

value of such property, if a statement is included in the

certificate, made, signed and sworn to by its president,

treasurer, and a majority of its directors, giving a description

of such property and the value at which it was taken in pay-

ment, in such detail as the commissioner of corporations shall

require or approve, and endorsed with his certificate that

he is satisfied that said valuation is fair and reasonable.

Section 9. Said corporation may issue bonds and may May issue

secure the same by a mortgage of its franchise and other " '^•^'^•

property to an amount not exceeding its capital stock actu-

ally fully paid. The proceeds of all bonds so issued shall

be expended only in the extension of the works of the com-
pany and in payment of expenditures actually made in the

construction of the works, over and above the amount of

the capital stock actually fully paid.

Section 10. Capital stock and bonds hereinbefore an- issue of stock

thorized shall be issued only in such amounts as may from ^"' ^^ ^•'''*'"

time to time, upon investigation by the commissioner of

corporations be deemed by him to be reasonably requisite

for the purposes for which such stocks or bonds are authorized.

His decision approving such issue shall specify the respective

amounts of stock and bonds authorized to be issued, and the

purposes to which the proceeds thereof are to be applied.

A certificate setting forth his decision shall be filed in the

office of the secretary of the commonwealth before the cer-

tificate of the stocks or bonds is issued, and the proceeds of

such stock or bonds shall not be applied to any purpose not

specified in such decision.

Section 11. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts, pol- Penalty for

lutes or diverts any water taken or held under this act, or waTel-^etc!
°^

injures any structure, work or other property owned, held

or used by said corporation under authority of this act, shall

forfeit and pay to said corporation three times the amount
of damages assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of

tort; and upon being convicted of any of the above wilful
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or wanton acts shall be punished by a fine not exceeding

three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for a term
not exceeding one year.

Section 12. This act shall cease to be operative four

years after the date of its passage, unless within that period

work thereunder is begun. Approved March SO, 1912.

1887, 81, § 1,

amended.

Chap.S51 An Act relative to the waltham firemen's relief
ASSOCIATION.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one of chapter eighty-one of the

acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven is hereby

amended by striking out all after the word "to", in the

eighth line, down to and including the word "duty", in the

tenth line, and inserting in place thereof the following:—
any member of said association who, while in the performance

of his duty, pursuant to a fire alarm originating in the city of

Waltham, and in consequence thereof, has become incapaci-

tated through illness or injury; of assisting the family or

heirs of any member who has died in the performance of

fire duty, or in consequence of injuries or illness incurred

therefrom; and of establishing and maintaining a fund to be

known as the "Firemen's Memorial Fund", from which

shall be paid the expenses incurred in connection with the

memorial exercises of said association, and those incurred

in the placing of monuments, markers and flowers on the

graves of deceased members, — and by striking out the word
"ten", in the last line, and inserting in place thereof the

word:— fifteen,-— so as to read as follows:-

—

Section 1.

Charles II. Parks, Edgar A. Emerson, Emory H. Brower,

Freeman C. Hodgdon, Robert Johnson, Atwood J. Jackson,

Walter B. Lucas, Fred W. Walker, Fred R. Eaton, John R.

Hutchinson, R. Meinhard Roesger, their associates and

successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of

the Waltham Firemen's Relief Association, for the purpose

of furnishing aid and assistance to any member of said as-

sociation who, while in the performance of his duty, pur-

suant to a fire alarm originating in the city of Waltham, and

in consequence thereof, has become incapacitated through

illness or injury; of assisting the family or heirs of any mem-
ber who has died in the performance of fire duty, or in con-

sequence of injuries or illness incurred therefrom; and of

Waltham
Firemen's
Relief
Association
incorporated.


