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shall take effect in any city or town upon its acceptance by a
majority of the voters of such city or town voting thereon.

Section 3. Not less than two weeks and not more than
four weeks before the election at which this act shall be sub-

mitted to the voters, the city clerk of each city shall cause

to be mailed to each of the registered voters in his city a

copy of this act, together with a statement that it is to be

submitted to the voters at the coming election.

Section 4. This act shall not apply to the city of Boston.

( The foregoing was laid before the Governor on the eleventh

day of April, 1912, and after five days it had "the force of a
law", as ijrescrihed by the Constitution, as it was not returned

by him tvith his objections thereto ivithin that time.)

Chap.504: An Act to extend the provisions of the civil service

ACT to the clerical FORCE AND EMPLOYEES IN THE
office of the TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES
AND THE CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF LOWELL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The provisions of chapter nineteen of the

Revised Laws, and all acts in amendment thereof and in

addition thereto, and the civil service rules established there-

under are hereby made applicable to the clerical force and
employees in the offices of the treasurer and collector of

taxes and the city clerk of the city of Lowell.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ajyproved April 18, 1912.
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Chav.505 An Act relative to the construction, maintenance
and extension of the system of sewerage and sewage
disposal in the town of WINCHESTER, AND THE POWERS
and DUTIES OF THE WATER AND SEWER BOARD RELATIVE
THERETO.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The water and sewer board of the town of

Winchester is hereby authorized to construct, maintain and
operate such systems of sewerage and sewage disposal, and

to lay, make and maintain such common sewers as the

board may from time to time deem necessary for the pur-

pose of disposing of its sewage through the metropolitan

sewer, as provided by chapter four hundred and thirty-nine

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine.
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The board may also construct, maintain and operate such

works as it may deem necessary in connection with said

systems; and, for the purpose of providing better surface

or other drainage for any parts of the town, guarding against

pollution of waters, and otherwise protecting the public

health, may lay, make and maintain such main drains

as it deems best, may deepen, widen and clear of obstructions

any brook, stream or water course within the limits of the

town, and straighten, alter or divert the courses or channels

thereof.

Section 2. The said board, acting in behalf of the town, Powers of water

shall have power to take from time to time, or to acquire board."^

by purchase or otherwise, any lands, water rights, rights of

way or other easements in said town, public or private, neces-

sary for any of the purposes mentioned in section one; and
may construct such sewers and drains under or over any
water course, bridge, railroad, railway, highway or other

way, in such manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the

same; and may enter upon and dig up any private land

or way for the purpose of constructing said systems, laying

such sewers and drains, and maintaining and repairing the
same; and may do any other thing necessary or proper in

carrying out the purposes of this act.

Section 3. When lands, water rights, rights of way or Takings to be

other easements are taken, said water and sewer board shall,
'^'^'''^^'^' ^^'^^

within thirty days after the taking, cause to be recorded in

the registry of deeds for the county of Middlesex, southern
district, a description of the same as certain as is required

in a conveyance of land, with a statement of the purpose for

which the same were taken, signed by a majority of said

board; and upon such recording the fee in the lands, rights

of way or other easements so taken shall vest in the town of

Winchester. All damages sustained by any person or cor-

poration by reason of such taking, or through any action of

said board under this act, shall be paid by the town. If the
damages are not agreed upon, a jury in the superior court of

said county may be had to determine the same, in the same
manner as in the case of lands taken for highways; but in

the case of a taking no suit shall be brought after two years
from the date of the recording of such taking as herein re-

quired. All takings made in substantially the following form
shall be valid: The Water and Sewer Board of the Town
of Winchester, acting under the authority given by chapter

of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
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twelve, hereby takes for and in behalf of said town, and for

the purpose of (here state any of the purposes for which

takings may be made) a certain parcel of

land situated in said Winchester, bounded as follows (here

give the description of the land) said premises being owned
or supposed to be owned by of

in the state of ; also the

following described rights of way or easements in said town
(here describe the rights or easements taken, and also describe

sufficiently for their identification the premises over or

through which said rights or easements are taken, and state

the ownership or supposed ownership of said premises).

Section 4. In every case of a petition for the assessment

of damages or for a jury said town may at any time file an

offer in writing, with the other papers in the case, to pay the

petitioner a sum therein specified as damages; and if he

does not accept the same within thirty days after notice of

such offer, and does not finally recover a greater sum than

that offered, not including interest from the date of the offer

on the sum so recovered, the town shall recover costs from said

date; and if the petitioner does not recover damages in a

greater sum than that allowed as aforesaid he shall be en-

titled to costs only to the date of the offer.

Section 5. The owners of estates benefited and abutting

on streets or ways, public or private, in which sewers have

been laid or shall hereafter be laid under the provisions of

this act, shall pay to said town toward defraying the cost of

such sewers, systems of sewerage and sewage disposal an

assessment or charge as follows: Fifteen cents a linear foot

of frontage of such estates on any street or way where a

sewer is constructed, and five mills a square foot, according

to the area of such estates within a fixed depth of one hun-

dred and fifty feet, from such street or way: provided, how-

ever, that in no case shall an assessment be made which shall

exceed the special benefit to the estate assessed; and pro-

vided, also, that no area shall be assessed more than once,

also, that no assessment shall be made upon any estate which,

by reason of its grade or level, or for any other cause cannot

be drained into such sewer, until such incapacity is removed,

and provided, also, that when such estates abut upon more

than one such street or way, such linear assessment shall be

made upon the whole of the largest frontage, and seventy-

five feet of the frontage upon such other street or way shall

be exempt from such assessment, but all length in excess of
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said seventy-five feet upon such other street or way shall be

subject to the said assessment. The remainder of the cost

of said system or systems shall be borne by the town. No
particular or other sewer from any estate or part of an estate,

not already assessed or not liable to assessment or charge, as

provided above, shall be entered into a common sewer, ex-

cept upon the payment of such an assessment or charge,

and upon such other terms and conditions as the water and
sewer board shall fix and determine.

Section 6. Upon the completion of a sewer in any street certificate to

1 1 • • J • I 1 1 • , 1 • J t>e tiled with
or way, public or private, included within any systems now the tax coi-

constructed or hereafter to be constructed, and when the
^^^^^' ^^^'

same is ready for use, the water and sewer board may file a

certificate with the tax collector, designating the street or way,

or part thereof, in which the sewer has been completed

and setting forth the names of the owners of the estates

abutting and benefited and the amount of assessment or

charge to be paid by each, and referring to a plan on file

in the town engineer's office, or in such other office as the

board shall determine, which plan shall show the frontage,

the area assessed, the name of the owner and the amount of

the assessment of each estate abutting and benefited on said

street or way; and the collector shall forthwith, upon the

receipt of such certificate, make a demand in writing for the

payment of said assessments or charges, and every such owner
shall within three months after such demand is served on
him or on the occupant of his estate, or sent by mail to the

last address of said owner known to the collector, pay the

sum so assessed or charged, to the collector: provided, that Provisos.

said board shall, on the written request of any such owner
made within said three months, apportion such assessment or

charge into such number of equal parts or instalments, not

exceeding ten, as said owner shall state in such request, and
they shall certify such apportionment to the assessors. Inter-

est from the date of said apportionment at the rate of six

per cent per annum shall be added to each of said assess-

ments or charges until they are paid, and one of said parts

shall be added by the assessors to the annual tax on such

estates for each year next ensuing, until all said parts have
been so added, unless sooner paid, as hereinafter provided;

and provided, further, that nothing herein contained shall be

construed to prevent the payment at any time in one pay-

ment, notwithstanding its prior apportionment, of any bal-

ance of said assessments or charges then remaining unpaid;
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but interest on such balance at the rate of six per cent per

annum shall be paid to the date of such payment; and there-

upon the collector shall receive the same and shall certify

such payment or payments to the assessors, who shall pre-

serve a record thereof.

Section 7. The assessment or charge under section five

shall constitute a lien upon the estate, which shall continue

for three years after said certificate is made and filed and
demand is served as above provided, or, in case of apportion-

ment, until the expiration of two years from the time when
the last instalment is committed to the collector; and said

assessment, together with interest at the rate of six per

cent per annum, may, with incidental costs and expenses,

be levied by sale of the estate or so much thereof as shall

be sufficient to discharge the assessment and interest and

intervening charges, if the assessment is not paid within

three months after service of said notice, or, if apportioned,

within three months after any part has become due. Such

sale and all proceedings connected therewith shall be con-

ducted in the same manner as sales for the non-payment of

taxes; and real estate so sold may be redeemed in the same

manner as if sold for the non-payment of taxes. Such assess-

ments or parts thereof may also be collected by an action of

contract, in the name of the town of Winchester, against the

owner of said estate, brought by the collector at any time

within three years after the same has become due.

Section 8. Any person aggrieved by such assessment

may, at any time within three months after service of the

demand mentioned in section six of this act, apply to the

superior court of said county for a jury to revise the same;

but before making such application he shall give fourteen

days' notice in writing of his intention so to do to the said

water and sewer board, and shall therein particularly specify

his objection to the assessment, to which specification he

shall be confined before the jury.

Section 9. Said water and sewer board may from time

to time prescribe rules and regulations for the inspection of

the materials, construction, alteration or use of all particular

sewers entering into common sewers, and may impose penal-

ties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for each violation of any

such rule or regulation. Such rules or regulations shall be

published not less than once a week for three successive

weeks in such newspaper published in the county of Middle-

sex as the water and sewer board may designate, and shall not

take effect until such publication has been made.
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Section 10. The provisions of chapter forty-nine of
vfs\^s°o?'i^w

the Revised Laws and of acts in amendment thereof or in to apply.

addition thereto, pertaining to sewers and drains, so far as

the same are not inconsistent with this act, shall apply to

the town of Winchester in carrying out the provisions of

this act.

Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 18, 1912.

An Act relative to the organization of the naval
(jjid'p 5Qg

BRIGADE OF THE MILITIA.

Be it enacted, etc., as folio ids:

Section 1. Section twenty-two of chapter six hun- igos, 604, § 22,

dred and four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
®*''' *"'^'''^®'^-

and eight, as amended by chapter six hundred and seventy

of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven, is hereby

further amended by striking out the same and inserting in

place thereof the following :
— Section 22. The naval brigade Naval brigade,

shall consist of two battalions of four companies each, and

an engineer battalion of two divisions. The commander-
in-chief may authorize the formation of not more than four

additional companies, either as separate companies, or

in any of the battalions thereof, or as a separate battalion,

and may order the election of such additional officers as may
thereby be rendered necessary; one of the companies so

authorized may be a marine guard. He may at any time dis-

band any of said companies, the services of which are not re-

quired. The officers of the naval brigade shall be one captain,

commanding the brigade, with rank and pay corresponding

to those of a colonel of infantry, three lieutenant commanders,
who shall be chiefs of battalion, with rank and pay corre-

sponding to those of a major of infantry; a staff consist-

ing of a surgeon, a brigade adjutant, an ordnance officer,

who shall act as inspector of small arms practice, an equip-

ment officer, a paymaster, who shall be the mustering officer,

an assistant paymaster, two passed assistant surgeons, one

assistant surgeon, and a signal officer. The surgeon shall

have the rank of lieutenant commander with rank and pay
corresponding to those of a major of infantry. The other

staff officers, except the signal officer, the assistant paymaster

and the assistant surgeon, shall have the rank of lieutenant,

with rank and pay corresponding to those of captains of in-

fantry. The signal officer, assistant paymaster and as-

sistant surgeon shall have the rank of lieutenant, junior


