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TRUSTEES' REPORT.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

The trustees of the Taunton State Hospital herewith submit

their annual report for the year ending Nov. 30, 1915, the

sixty-second report of the trustees of this institution. Ap-

pended are the reports of the superintendent, treasurer, clinical

director and pathologist and the statistics required by law.

During the year 648 patients have been admitted and 496

patients discharged. Of those admitted, 348 were males and

300 were females. Of those discharged, 294 were males and 202

were females. There have been 166 deaths. The average daily

number was 1,239.53. This was an increase of 36.95 over last

year. The rated capacity of the institution is 1,250 and the

number of boarded-out patients is 64. On September 30 the

inmates totalled 1,336.

The accompanying tables show in detail the number of com-

mitments, the industrial work accomplished and the financial

condition of the hospital.

No new buildings have been added this year. Owing to

delays, the needed new boilers were not installed, but this work

must be accomplished in the coming year. Two large sections

of the road to the institution have been rebuilt this year, a

special room for the examination of patients upon arrival has

been fitted up and other minor improvements have been made.

The administration building, built to accommodate one-quarter

of the present number of officers, is sadly overcrowded, and the

trustees feel that there is need of a superintendent's home if

only to relieve the congestion. A new barn at Raynham
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colony, to replace the one so frequently condemned in earlier

reports, is required.

During the year there have been an unusual number of

changes in the medical staff. Drs. Arthur C. Zuck, Ernest J.

Clifford and Beatrice A. Reed resigned to work in other fields.

Drs. John J. Thompson and Francis S. Caldicott have been

appointed assistant physicians, leaving one vacancy September

30.

There seem to have been fewer complaints about the food

this year than formerly, and the trustees have satisfied them-

selves by personal observation that not only is proper attention

being given this subject but that the hospital is buying food

products of substantial quality and at prices as low as con-

sistent with quality.

The training school, established in 1894, has been continued

with splendid results. The innovation of women nurses upon

male wards, a departure in which Taunton was one of the

leaders, has been continued and enlarged with satisfactory

effect. Attempts have been made to secure nurses by advertis-

ing nearer home, and an inquiry made during the summer

showed that 75 per cent, of the employees were residents of the

United States previous to their employment. Further inquiry

showed that nearly 75 per cent, of male employees are eligible

as voters. By enlarging the opportunities offered, the trustees

hope that even these percentages may be increased.

Taunton's out-patient clinic, begun in 1908, now includes

weekly visits at Fall River and New Bedford. The results

have been appreciable and worth while.

The move to equalize the salaries and wages in the State hos-

pitals has the hearty indorsement of the trustees because

classes of employees at Taunton have been laboring under a

wage and salary handicap.

Attention has been directed this year toward enlarging the

occupational and amusement opportunities of the patients.

Taunton has been engaged in occupational work since 1854, and

the records it has made attest its success. In 1910 there was

62 per cent, of the average daily number employed in some

way; this year the percentage was 75.95. Gardening for the

women patients at the Lovering colony, the making of paper
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bags, the making of "firemen's shawls," etc., have been added

to the occupations for this year, and a continuous sale of the

patients' handiwork is maintained at the hospital. A com-

mittee of the trustees is at work on the matter of recreation for

the patients. This now includes picnics, baseball games,

lectures, dances and other entertainments. The trustees are

informed that the Public Library Trustees of the city of Taun-

ton have voted to donate discarded books and periodicals to

the hospital, and appreciate this interest in and thoughtfulness

of the hospital problem.

Every attempt has been made to interest the public in the

hospital's work. The public is welcomed every day in the week

except Sundays and holidays, which, on account of the pressure,

are reserved for friends of the patients. In November a news-

paper day was held to which the daily and weekly publications

in the hospital district were invited to send representatives, in

order that they might carry away and convey to the public in-

dividual opinions formed after inspection which would be likely

to do away with the old-time prejudices.

During the past year the trustees have conducted through a

committee an investigation of the farm work and results, but

the report is not yet complete.

The Board of Trustees began the fiscal year with a full mem-
bership and has continued unchanged to date. The Board has

paid special attention to the investigation of accidents, even

more so than required by law, and in the case of an unfortunate

fatality during the year has conducted an inquiry independent

of the hospital staff or the legal officers of the State. Though

every reasonable precaution is required at the hospital, the

trustees believe that the further precaution is needed of having

committing doctors state on the entrance blank the kind and

extent of a physical examination they have given the patients

before entrance. As a protection to the patient as well as the

hospital, the trustees believe that this rule would obviate much
of the difficulty in some recently discussed cases.

The trustees cannot close this report without expressing their

hearty appreciation of the effective work of Dr. Goss and his

corps of assistants in caring for the patients and for their in-

terest and energv in the humane work.
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At the regular meeting of the trustees in December, the

following resolutions were ordered to be incorporated in this

report :
—

Whereas, Mrs. Susan E. Learoyd died Nov. 30, 1915, at her home in

Wakefield, Mass., and

Whereas, Mrs. Learoyd served the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as

a trustee of the State Hospital at Taunton from 1891 to 1912, and

Whereas, She was faithful to the duties put upon her, and by her cheerful

personal interest in the patients made her visits to the hospital a looked-

for pleasure to them; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Board of Trustees wish to express their appreciation

of her faithful and sympathetic service in behalf of the institution, the

patients and members of the staff;

Resolved, That this be placed on the records of the Board, and a copy

sent to Mrs. Learoyd's family.

On behalf of the Board,

Elizabeth C. M. Gifford.

Secretary.

CHARLES C. CAIN, Jr., Chairman.

ELIZABETH C. M. GIFFORD.
MARGARET C. SMITH.
JOSEPH C. DESMOND.
ARTHUR B. REED.
SIMEON BORDEN.
PHILIP E. BRADY.

Dec. 17, 1915.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Taunton State Hospital.

In compliance with the by-laws of your Board, I present you

with the sixty-second report of the superintendent for the year

ending Nov. 30, 1915.

At the beginning of the year there were in the hospital 1,283

patients, — 686 men and 597 women. During the year 648

patients— 348 men and 300 women— were admitted: 261

men and 209 women by regular commitment, 3 men and 1

woman by voluntary commitment, 18 men and 2 women for

temporary care, 10 men and 1 woman for observation, 7 men
and 30 women by transfer, 2 men from escape, 48 men and 50

women nominally admitted for discharge. The whole number

of cases under treatment during the year was 1,931, — 3 less

than the previous year.

Fifty-two patients were discharged as recovered, 64 as ca-

pable of self-support, 77 as improved, 31 as not improved, and

166 died. Of the 595 cases dismissed, 21 women were under

treatment as dipsomaniacs or inebriates, of whom 15 were dis-

charged as capable of self-support, 1 as not improved, 4 by

transfer, and 1 was on trial visit at the end of the statistical

year. The daily average number of patients was 1,239.53, —
36.95 more than the previous year.

Of those discharged recovered, 24 had been insane less than

one month, 8 less than six months, 1 less than one year, and

the whole duration of insanity in 63.46 per cent, of recoveries

did not exceed one year. The number of recoveries is 2 more

than the previous year. The percentage of recoveries calculated

on the number of admissions is 9.48; calculated on the number
of discharges, 10.48.

Transfers by the State Board of Insanity were as follows:

42 to the Grafton State Hospital, 13 to the Monson State Hos-

pital, 6 to the Westborough State Hospital, 3 to the Medfield

State Hospital, 2 to the State Infirmary at Tewksbury, 2 to the
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Wrentham State School, 1 to the Danvers State Hospital, 1 to

the Boston State Hospital, 1 to the Bridgewater State Hospital,

1 to the Foxborough State Hospital, 1 to the Arlington Sani-

tarium, and 1 to Dr. Coon's Private Hospital. Thirteen were

discharged by order of the State Board of Insanity to leave the

State, and 13 to be deported.

One hundred and sixty-six patients died during the year, —
52 less than the previous year. The percentage of deaths cal-

culated on the daily average number of patients is 13.4; cal-

culated on the whole number under treatment, 9.09. Fifty-

four cases of tuberculosis were under treatment during the year,

of which 23 died. We had 5 cases of scarlet fever, 3 of measles

and 2 of diphtheria, all cases being mild and terminating in

recovery. Twenty-five patients — 7 men and 18 women— had

lobar pneumonia, and 25 patients — 16 men and 9 women —
had broncho-pneumonia. Of these, one man suffering from

lobar pneumonia recovered, the remainder died. This record,

together with the records of former years, illustrates vividly how
frequently some pneumonic condition is the cause of death in

old debilitated chronic cases.

During the year we have fitted 25 patients with glasses where

the necessary correction was slight. Seven more difficult cases

were treated by outside oculists.

Four hundred and eighty-five different patients have received

dental treatment during the year. Besides the regular routine

treatment, all patients in the hospital were examined for Rigg's

disease, 200 positive cases being found and treated.

Thirteen hundred and eighty-seven patients— 648 men and

739 women — or 75.95 per cent, of the whole number under

treatment engaged in some form or forms of employment. Two
new industries have been introduced during the year *— picture

framing and paper bag making— while others are planned for

the coming year. Last December we held our annual Christmas

exhibition and sale of articles made during the year, the total

receipts of which were $477.37. May 1, 1915, an exhibition

and sale room was opened at the hospital that has proved to be

a great help and convenience, as it enables us to show our

handicraft work to persons interested and tends to promote a

steady sale. From the diversional occupation exhibit, held
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under the auspices of the American Medico-Psychological Asso-

ciation at Old Point Comfort last May, we were awarded three

first prize certificates. This last summer at the William C.

Lovering colony 9 patients undertook to cultivate individual

gardens, a small garden plot being set aside for each. These

gardens were all successes in a practical way, while the neces-

sary labor and care was a wholesome diversion to those who

undertook the work. Mention should here be made of the war

relief work done during the past year by our patients. Besides

the regular hospital industries which have been kept fully up to

standard, our patients have made 2,054 articles exclusive of

surgical dressings — of which many more have been made —
for the relief of war sufferers in Europe. This work has been

to many, if not to most, a labor of love. Information in detail

concerning our industrial work will be found in the various

tables accompanying this report, to which reference is made.

Although we have devoted more time and energy to diversional

occupations than in previous years, we have endeavored not to

depart in the least degree from the fundamental principles upon

which our industrial system is founded and by which it has

been developed, one being that the most time and energy should

be expended on those forms of industry that are the most

directly useful regarding the hospital as a co-operative com-

munity. It is our conviction that it is necessary to give this

principle due prominence to establish a permanent and valuable

industrial system; this will also tend to counteract the tendency

to develop an unhealthy spirit of rivalry, whereby greater efforts

may be made to surpass a sister institution than to promote

healthful and helpful industry according to the needs of the

individual patient.

Three hundred and ninety-two patients — 150 men and 242

women — have had parole during the year, — the largest

number in the history of the hospital. When we consider that

this means that more than 20 per cent, of the total number

under treatment during the year were trusted to go about

freely unattended, it becomes a striking illustration of the

freedom given patients in our hospitals to-day.

The graduating exercises of our training school for nurses

were held on the evening of September 30, on which occasion
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13 nurses— 11 women and 2 men — were graduated. The
diplomas were presented by Mr. Joseph C. Desmond, represent-

ing the Board of Trustees. Mrs. Elizabeth C. M. Gifford,

representing the committee of award, announced the winners of

prizes, which were then presented by Mrs. Margaret C. Smith,

representing the Board of Trustees. "To the members of the

graduating class who, during their whole period of hospital

service, shall have shown the greatest efficiency in the way of

personal interest in and individual care of his or her charges"

two prizes were awarded: the first, a prize of $25, offered by
Dr. Henry R. Stedman of Brookline, Mass., to Frances Marion

Bournes; the second prize of $10, offered by Mrs. Elizabeth

C. M. Gifford, secretary of the Board of Trustees, to Emily

Rose Durland. " To the members of the graduating class who,

during their whole period of hospital service, shall have shown
the greatest general improvement" two prizes were awarded:

the first, a prize of $15, to Pauline Martha Brether; the second,

a prize of $10, to Rose Octavia Renaud. "To that member of

the graduating class who shows the greatest efficiency in the

industrial pursuits on his or her ward" a prize of $10, offered by
Dr. Horace G. Ripley, assistant superintendent, was awarded to

Blanche Antoinette Provost. Nine general hospital graduates,

having completed the prescribed postgraduate course, received

postgraduate certificates.

During the year, 17 women nurses completed their service of

six months in the Boston City Hospital, and 19 women nurses

completed their service of three months in the New York
Nursery and Child's Hospital, New York City. Twenty-three

graduates of our training school are in our employ at the

present time. The training school membership is as follows:

—

Men. Women. Total.

Postgraduates, .

Seniors,

Intermediates, »

Juniors,

Probationers, ' .

Total, .
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Nine pupil nurses are serving their required periods in affili-

ated hospitals. We feel that our school is in a healthy condi-

tion and that it is steadily making progress, but there are

dangers to be avoided, the most dangerous and subtle of which

is the tendency noticeable in some sister States to consider the

hospital for the benefit of the training school instead of the

reverse. Those who fall into this error forget that both doctor

and nurse are merely the servants of the patient, and that it is

only to enable them to discharge their duties properly as such

servants that they are educated. In this connection this may

be stated as self-evident and certainly true, that any change or

requirement that lessens the care that the individual patient

receives, or that tends to intrust that care to less competent

hands, is a step backward.

In last year's report we stated that we felt " that family care,

at least in this institution," was "in the experimental stage."

With another year's experience behind us we now feel that

family care has passed the experimental stage and is firmly

established. In family care at the beginning of the year we

had 31 patients — 6 men and 25 women; we received by trans-

fer 22 patients — 3 men and 19 women— and close the year

with 66 patients — 9 men and 57 women — in family care. We
have been hampered in the work by lack of proper facilities for

•transportation, which we hope will be corrected during the

coming year. The work of the past year convinces us that in

family care we possess a valuable means of treatment for

properly selected cases.

The wisdom of employing women nurses on the men's wards

has, we believe, been clearly demonstrated, and we have ex-

tended the system until all but one of the men's wards are

managed by women nurses except at night. Further extension

is planned to cover at least part of the night service. The

normal number of nurses on the men's wards at present is 77,

of whom 38 are women.

The clinics mentioned in last report have been continued

throughout the year, 348 patients, including 62 former inmates

of the hospital, having been examined. In addition to the

clinics mentioned above we have held, in co-operation with the

Massachusetts School for the Feeble-minded, a monthly clinic



10 TAUNTON STATE HOSPITAL. [Dec.

for children at Fall River which has been fully attended, the

results of which have been gratifying, as we have been able to

give assistance in quite a number of cases. The question of

establishing a similar clinic at New Bedford is under considera-

tion at the present time. Our annual public clinic, for the

benefit of the North Bristol branch of the Massachusetts Medi-

cal Society and the local Doctors' Club, was held in February

and was as usual well attended.

Nov. 16, 1915, was observed at our institution as "newspaper

day," a notice to that effect and an invitation to attend being

sent to every newspaper in our district. Representatives of 22

newspapers accepted the invitation, and after visiting all parts

of the institution sat down to dinner, which was presided over

by the chairman of your Board, Mr. C. C. Cain, Jr. After

dinner brief addresses were made by Mr. Cain and your superin-

tendent, after which late comers, who did not arrive in time to

visit the wards before dinner, were conducted through the insti-

tution. It is hoped to make this an annual event, as we regard

it of the greatest importance that the people at large should

know what the State actually does and what it is trying to do

for those under its care.

Our two colonies are now fully equipped to care for 100

patients each and are more clearly demonstrating their great

value as time goes on.

The brooder house mentioned in last year's report as under

construction has been in use since early in the year, and proves

a very practical addition to our farm equipment.

Eight hundred and seventeen patients — 415 men and 402

women— attended the seventeen picnics held during the sum-

mer, at which as usual baseball was the most popular di-

version. Eleven picnics were general in character and attended

by between 400 and 500 patients; one was given at the William

C. Lovering colony and attended by the whole colony, while

five were for the more disturbed patients and were attended by

60 different patients — 12 men and 48 women. As in former

years, two evenings of each week from November to April were

devoted to entertainments in the chapel, while weekly card

parties were held on both men's and women's wards.

Many good friends of the hospital at various times during
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the year bestowed upon us useful gifts. Mr. A. B. Reed of

Abington presented us with a large number of excellent straw-

berry plants. The publishers of the "New Bedford Mercury"

and the "Old Colony Memorial" have continued to send their

valuable papers to us without expense, as they have for many

years. Miscellaneous periodicals have been presented by Mr.

A. B. Reed of Abington, Mass., Mrs. Elizabeth C. M. Gifford,

of East Boston, Mass., Rev. James Coyle, Dr. Abraham Myer-

son, Mr. Julius Rockwell, Mr. Nathan Freedman, Mr. Charles

Harmon, Reed & Barton, Mrs. Edward French, Mrs. N. W.

Wright, Mrs. G. B. Lawton, Mrs. W. H. Bent, Miss Grace

Lewis, Mrs. L. D. Manter, Mrs. A. C. Robinson, Mrs. Fred

Hamlin and Mrs. J. J. Carr, all of Taunton. Material for in-

dustrial work was given by Mrs. Elizabeth C. M. Gifford of

East Boston and Miss Agnes Rockery of New York City.

During the year Drs. Arthur C. Zuck, Ernest J. Clifford and

Beatrice A. Reed and lay assistant Wilhelmina S. Marshall

resigned to take up work in other fields. Drs. John J. Thomp-

son and Francis S. Caldicott have been appointed assistant

physicians.

On the very last day of the hospital year, Mrs. Susan E.

Learoyd, for years a resident of Taunton, and for many years a

member of the Board of Trustees, died at her home in Wake-

field. Mrs. Learoyd was a faithful and active member of the

Board, devoted to and loved by the patients, who moreover did

not lose interest in the hospital after her retirement, but con-

tinued to visit and take an active interest in everything per-

taining to the institution until prevented by the infirmities of

age. Beloved by all with whom she came in contact, she was

especially loved by the patients, who looked for her visits with

eager anticipation and expressed the keenest regret when she

was unable for any reason to come. It may be truly said of

her "she hath done what she could."

In conclusion, I feel that I must express my grateful acknowl-

edgments to the faithful officers and employees who have so

loyally supported the administration of the hospital during the

year that has passed.

Perhaps you will allow me to congratulate your Board for

the very active and efficient service that you have rendered the
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hospital. Referring to the record book I find that collectively

and individually your Board is credited with 166 visits during

the past year, while a quorum has been present at every regular

meeting. Certainly a record of which to be proud.

In spite of discouragements and failures, of difficulties, per-

plexities and ever increasing complications are we not each and

all conscious of progress, and shall we not turn our faces reso-

lutely forward and with renewed energy take up the mighty task

before us?

ARTHUR V. GOSS,
Superintendent.
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CLINICAL DIRECTOR AND PATHOLOGIST'S
REPORT.

To the Superintendent and Trustees of the Taunton State Hospital.

The following is the report of the pathologist and clinical

director for the work done in his departments during the past

year.

Pathological Work.

(a) Autopsy Work.

The number of autopsies performed was 49, 27 of these being

on males, 22 on females. The autopsy percentage, that is, the

ratio to the total number of deaths, was 28.9, the male autopsies

being 31.7 per cent, of total male deaths, female autopsies

being 26.2 per cent, of total female deaths. These percentages

are low, but, with the exception of autopsies obtained at Dan-

vers, they are about equal to those obtained in the State hos-

pitals of Massachusetts. The importance of the autopsy as a

means of furthering medical research has led the pathologist to

write a paper emphasizing this fact, in non-scientific language,

which was published in the "Attleboro Sun," and following that

in other papers of the community served by the Taunton State

Hospital. It is hoped and to a certain degree expected that

such publicity given to the aims of the scientific department of

the hospital will increase its value.

Ages of Patients autopsied.

From 20 to 29,

30 to 39,

40 to 49,

50 to 59,

60 to 69,

70 to 79,

80 to 89,

90 or over,

Males. Females. Total
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It will be seen by the above table that the largest number of

the autopsies were performed on persons between fifty and

eighty years of age. This is in accordance with the general

death rate of the hospital, which in many respects is as good

and perhaps better than the death rate of the community in

general. In other words, hospital conditions at the present

time do not shorten life, and in the case of the insane un-

doubtedly prolong it many years.

A point to be emphasized is that many of our patients are

admitted in what is practically a dying condition. For example,

of the autopsies performed, ten of the patients had been in the

hospital less than one month and the majority of these about

one week. Since in many cases the transfer was from an

inferior environment from the standpoint of medical care, it

becomes evident that we are receiving patients whose mental

symptoms are incidental to approaching death. The fact that

an ancestor died in an insane hospital is as yet something to be

avoided in family histories.

Causes of Death.— It is to be emphasized that in the fol-

lowing tables only the immediate cause is given. In many
cases several contributory causes had operated for a long time

before the immediate agent of death came into play.

Males.
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While the above diseases were the immediate cause of death

in relatively few cases, they were the contributing causes of

death in many cases. It may be stated that in the majority of

the old patients arteriosclerosis, myocarditis and involvement

of the kidneys were the rule.

Males.
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orrhage, 2 by cerebral thrombosis, 1 from tubercular meningitis,

and 1 from tumor of the brain. In the senile dementias,

arteriosclerosis was prominent, but it is not believed that this

organic condition was anything more than an incidental factor

in the course of the psychosis. The cases designated as "un-

classified" resembled in most respects manic-depressive in-

sanity and are perhaps more nearly related to this disease than

to any other.

It will be noted that of the so-called endogenous diseases,

that is to say, those cases in which no definite pathology has

been established and which are said, therefore, to depend upon

hereditary and other internal factors, the females autopsied

suffered more heavily than did the males; thus in the senile

dementia, dementia prsecox, involution psychoses, presenile

dementia and unclassified groups there are 20 females as against

9 males. On the other hand, in the psychoses which are to be

considered as organic in their character, that is to say, general

paresis, organic brain disease and tabeo paresis, there are 2

females as contrasted with 18 males.

This, of course, is a gross exaggeration of the ratio obtained

in general, but it is nevertheless true that organic diseases

are more prevalent among the male population in the insane

hospitals, while the endogenous diseases are more prevalent

among the female population.

(b) Other Laboratory Work.

This comprised the routine examination of urine, examination

of blood and sputum whenever necessary or indicated, examina-

tion of spinal fluid for certain chemical and cytological changes,

the obtaining of spinal fluid and the blood for Wassermann

reaction, the cultivation of bacteria and general bacteriological

study. The statistics from this work of the laboratory are not

here published because they are not believed to be of any par-

ticular importance. The Wassermann statistics would be of

importance had the test been made on all patients admitted to

the hospital. Since the Wassermann statistics represent only

selected cases, they throw no light on the incidence of syphilis

in the hospital.
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(c) Research Work of the Laboratory.

For the past year the pathologist has been studying, both in

the cases coming to autopsy in this hospital and in the material

obtained from fifty cases autopsied at Worcester State Hospital,

the condition of the sympathetic nervous system, particularly

the semilunar ganglion. This branch of the nervous system has

received no routine study in insane hospitals, although its

importance in relation to the emotional and vegetative life of

the individual cannot be overestimated. As a result of this

study it can be definitely stated that certain important changes

take place, both of an acute and chronic nature. Of the acute

changes it may be stated that exhaustive and infectious

diseases play an important part in producing them. The

chronic changes seem to indicate that this part of the nervous

system, which is one of the latest to appear in the animal scale,

shows a particular liability to early senility and early atrophy.

Compared with the central nervous system, that is, the brain

and the cord, the semilunar ganglion becomes aged earlier and

more intensely.

Work on the adrenal glands commenced over a year ago is

still .progressing. The results which have been recorded from

time to time in papers before medical societies have not yet

been published nor are they ready for complete summarization.

A large part of the laboratory time has been spent in ex-

perimentation with the aim of developing new methods of

study. Medical progress depends upon the development of

new methods of study. The pathologist has felt that certain

ideals of study of the nervous system are not possible under the

technique used at present, and it has been his aim to develop

new methods. While the results as yet obtained are sporadic

and incomplete, it is believed that they promise success in the

attainment of technical ideals for the future.

Clinical Work.

The efforts of the clinical director have been directed entirely

to the study of family insanity. For the past two years

sporadic work has been done in studying the descendants of the
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•insane, but in the past six months because of the assistance of

Miss Ethel Latham a systematic effort has been made possible.

This research, with the general idea that it is to discover the

fate of the descendants of the insane, has been divided into the

following problems: —
1. How do the marriage ratio and relationships of the insane

differ, if at all, from that of the normal population?

This part of the work has been practically completed and

the answer can be stated as follows: the patients suffering

from senile dementia marry in about the same proportion as

do the normal population, and, as a result, the patients who

enter this hospital at the age of sixty or upwards are nearly

all married or widowed. That is to say, the single and the

divorced have died before they reached this age. Of the

dementia prsecox patients, the females are more often married

than are the males, which fact can be explained by the state-

ment that upon the male devolves the initiative for marriage

and the dementia prsecox patient is notoriously lacking in this

quality; hence the males are single in greater proportion than

are the females. The marriage rate of the alcoholics is less

than the marriage rate of any other class of the insane.

2. The appearance of families in the population of the. hos-

pital since the time of its founding, in 1854.

We have at present a complete list of all the families, mem-
bers of which have been in the hospital from the founding of

the hospital to the present day. The analysis of this list

has not yet been made, but it is sufficient to say that we

have over fifteen hundred patients whose cases must be studied

and analyzed.

3. The number of patients in this hospital at present who

have relatives here now or who have had relatives here in the

past.

This part of the work is not yet completed.

4. The main body of the problem lies in the effort to dis-

cover the fate of the descendants of those patients who were in

the hospital at least two generations ago.

We have divided these patients into two groups: first, those

whose descendants reappeared in the hospital, and in their

cases we are studying particularly the variation in the form
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of the psychosis and in the character of the symptoms; and

second, those whose descendants did not reappear in the hos-

pital. These constitute by far the most important group. It

is necessary to know whether the stock became extinct or

whether because of fortunate intermarriage or some other factor

the stock recovered.

The above is a brief outline of a research that must take

years for any approach to completion. Meanwhile important

facts are being turned up in every step of the work.

The following papers were published or accepted during the

past year: —

1. "Hysteria as a Weapon in Marital Conflict." Journal of Abnormal

Psychology, May, 1915.

2. "The Conditional Reflex of Pawlow." Interstate Medical Journal,

Vol. XXII, June, 1915.

3. "The Value and Meaning of the Adductor Reflexes of the Leg."

Accepted, Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases.

4. "Findings in the Sympathetic Nervous System in Insane Cases."

Accepted, American Journal of Insanity.

The above is respectfully submitted.

ABRAHAM MYERSON, M.D.,
Clinical Director and Pathologist.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Taunton State Hospital.

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of

this institution for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1915: —

Balance Dec. 1, 1914,

Cash Account.

5,582 27

Institution Receipts.

Board of inmates: —
Private,

Reimbursements, insane,

Sales:—
Food
Clothing and materials, .

Furnishings, .

Repairs and improvements,

Miscellaneous,

Farm, stable and grounds: —
Cows and calves, $245 00

Pigs and hogs, . 5 00

Sundries, . . 130 17

Miscellaneous receipts: —
Interest on bank balances,

Rent, ....
Sundries,

Sales, account of industries fund,

Receipts.

$20,157 60

16,950 52

$7 67

589 42

6 86

169 89

18 48

380 17

$335 82

132 00

562 37

$37,108 12

1,172 49

1,030 19

39,310 80

726 72

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth.

Maintenance appropriations :
—

Balance of 1914 $16 88

Advance money (amount on hand November 30)

,

25,000 00

Approved schedules of 1915, . . . ' . 289,945 21

Special appropriations,

Industries fund,

Total,

314,962 09

896 99

639 09

,117 96
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Payments.

To treasury of Commonwealth:
Institution receipts,

Industries fund,

),310 80

726 72

Maintenance appropriations:—
Balance November schedule, 1914,

Eleven months' schedules, 1915,

November advances,

Special appropriations:

Approved schedules,

$8,599 15

289,945 21

17,501 65

316,046 01

896 99

Industries fund :
—

Approved schedules, 639 09

Balance, Nov. 30, 1915:

In bank,

In office,

Total,

$7,343 15

155 20

7,498 35

$365,117 96

Maintenance.

Appropriation, .......
Expenses (as analyzed below), ....

Balance reverting to treasury of Commonwealth,

$323,050 00

321,316 70

$1,733 30

Analysis of Expenses.
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Amounts brought forward. $15,856 78 8427,623 59

Food— Con.

Flour

Fish, . . ...
Fruit (dried and fresh), .

Lard, ....
Meats, ....
Milk

Molasses and syrup,

Spinet, ieasonings, salt, etc.,

Si gar, ....
Tea, coffee, broma and cocoa,

Vegetables,

Yeast

Sundries,

Clothing and materials: —
Boots, shoes and rubbers,

Clothing, . .

Dry goods for clothing and small wares,

Furnishing goods, ....
Hats and caps, ....
Leather and shoe findings,

Materials and machinery for manufacturing,

Sundries, ......
Furnishings: —

Beds, bedding, table linen, etc..

Brushes, brooms, .....
Carpets, rugs, etc., . ...
Crockery, glassware, cutlery, etc.,

Furniture and upholstery,

Kitchen furnishings, ....
Materials and machinery for manufacturing,

Wooden ware, buckets, pails, etc.,

Sundries, ......
Heat, light and power

Coal, .

Charcoal,

Gas,

Oil,

Sundries,

Repairs and improvements: —
Brick

Cement, lime and plaster,

Electrical work and supplies,

Hardware,

Lumber.
Machines (detached),

Paints, oil, glass, etc.,

Amounts carried forward,

12,557 46
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Amounts brought forward, ,912 91 $250,829 93

Repairs and improvements— Con.

Plumbing, steam fitting and supplies,

Roofing and materials,

Sundries, .

Farm, stable and grounds:—
Blacksmith and supplies,

Carriages, wagons, etc., and repairs,

Fertilizers, vines, seeds, etc.,

Hay, grain, etc.,

Harnesses and repairs,

Horses, . .

Other live stock,

Rent, . . .

Automobile, .

Tools, farm machines, etc.,

Sundries,

3,922 28
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Resources and Liabilities.

Resources.

Cash on hand, $7,498 35

November cash vouchers (paid from advance
money), account of maintenance, . . . 17,501 65

Due from treasury of Commonwealth, account of

November, 1915, schedule, .... 6,371 49

$31,371 49

Schedule of November bills,

Liabilities.

1,371 49

Per Capita.

During the year the average number of inmates has been 1,298.71.

Total cost for maintenance, $321,316.70.

Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $4,757.

Receipt from sales, $1,172.49.

Equal to a weekly per capita of $0,017.

All other institution receipts, $38,138.31.

Equal to a weekly per capita of $0,565.

Industries Fund.

Balance Dec. 1, 1914,

Receipts credited,

Expenditures, approved schedules (see statement annexed),

Balance Nov. 30, 1915

Industries.

Expenditures.

Tools and machinery:

Needles,

Pyro sets,

Materials:—
Glass, .

Leather work,

Basketry,

Brass work, .

Pictures,

Yarn, etc.,

Reeds, .

Travel expenses,

Soles,

Boxes, .

Amounts carried forward,

$26 63

726 72
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Amounts brought forward.

Materials — Con.

Dyes,

Hardware,

Dry goods,

Lace work,

Beads, .

Cushion,

Warp, .

Drawing paper,

Advertising,

Sundries,

No. 22.
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VALUATION.

Food, $8,240 00

Clothing, 8,639 00

Furnishings, 69,616 00

Heat, light and power, . . 10 00

Repairs and improvements, . . 2,574 00

Farm, stable and grounds, . 31,789 00

Miscellaneous, 8,655 00

Industries, 3,124 00

$132,647 00
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FAUM PRODUCE.

Value op Farm Produce from Dec. 1, 1914, to Nov. 30, 1915.

244,483 quarts milk, $13,854 04

8,818f dozen eggs, . 2,189 27

324 1| boxes asparagus, 1,136 43

127f bushels string beans, 159 69

1 bushel shell beans, 85

6^ bushels Lima improved beans, 10 40

475 1^ bushels beets, . . . . . . . . 261 52

208 bushels beet greens, 62 40

60,607 pounds cabbage, . . . . . . . . 348 49

5041| bushels carrots, 353 47

83 boxes celery, 62 25

2\ bushels cauliflower, . 1 24

1^ bushels celeriac, 1 25

18 g- boxes cucumbers, 37 00

2 pecks cucumber pickles, 70

493 bushels green corn, 295 80

4 bushels kohl-rabi, 1 80

352 1 boxes lettuce, 98 72

2^ crates muskmelons, 2 33

I5O2I bushels onions, 90 35

124 {
5
j bushels parsnips, 80 87

5% bushels parsley, 1 83

268J bushels peas, 295 35

2\ bushels peppers, 1 25

3,873j bushels potatoes, 2,904 94

3,083 pounds pumpkins, 23 12

43f bushels radishes, 21 80

11,190 pounds rhubarb, ....'.... Ill 90

194^- bushels spinach, 58 30

6^ bushels salsify, 6 50

5 bushels scullions,........ 1 25

13,646 pounds winter squash, 102 35

26f barrels summer squash, . I 16 10

16\ bushels Swiss chard, 6 60

Amount carried forward, $22,600 16
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Amount brought forward, $22,600 16

266| bushels tomatoes, 159 90

670| bushels turnips, 402 48

51 watermelons, 7 65

9f barrels apples, firsts, 29 40

8f barrels apples, seconds, . . . . . . 13 20

127 quarts blackberries, . . . .. . . 1016

531 quarts currants, 26 55

681 quarts gooseberries, 47 67

936 pounds grapes, 37 44

15 bushels plums, . . . . . . . . 15 00

20 quarts raspberries, 3 00

5,783 quarts strawberries, 578 30

4,169 pounds beef, 385 63

1,052 pounds beef, 134 13

91 pounds mutton, 8 19

372 pounds veal, . . • 53 94

42,659 pounds pork, •
. 4,265 90

39l|- pounds broilers, .105 71

63if pounds chickens, 129 03

4^ pounds ducks, 68

1,460 pounds fowl, 219 00

27 pounds geese, 4 05

46 pounds lamb, 7 36

57 pounds turkeys, 11 97

229,685 pounds hay, 2,641 38

80,245 pounds alfalfa, . 1,003 06

74,510 pounds corn fodder, 186 28

644,952 pounds ensilage, 1,612 38

173,755 pounds grass and clover, 434 39

84,100 pounds green oats and peas, 210 25

l,405jj- bushels mangel-wurzels, 351 38

42,570 pounds rye straw, 212 85

5,615 pounds winter rye, 39 31

871 pounds hides, . 121 39

32 sheepskins, • 3 20

7 calfskins, 11 20

1,640 pounds dry bones, 10 66

506 pounds green bones, 2 53

99 pounds unwashed wool, ...... 25 74

115 pounds tallow, 4 50

2,300 pounds tankage, 5 50

Junk, 21 75

$36,154 25
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WORK DONE ON WARDS
Fkom Dec. 1, 1914, to Nov. 30, 1915.

628 attendants' sheets.
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WORK DONE IN BROOM SHOP

From Dec. 1, 1914, to Nov. 30, 1915.

846 brooms made.
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WORK DONE IN MATTRESS SHOP

From Dec. 1, 1914, to Nov. 30, 1915.

1,148 mattresses made.
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WORK DONE IN SHOE SHOP

Fkom Dec. 1, 1914, to Nov. 30, 1915.

400 pairs shoes and brogans made.
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2.— Family-care Department.

Males. Females. Totals

Remaining Sept. 30, 1914

Admitted within the year,

Whole number of cases within the year, .

Dismissed within the year,

Viz.: returned to institutions,

discharged

died,

Remaining Sept. 30, 1915

Viz.: supported by the State,

private

self-supporting, ....
Number of different persons within the year,

Number of different persons admitted,

Number of different persons dismissed,

Daily average number, ....
State,

Private,

Self-supporting,

10

13

8

4

7.9

2.85

5.05

54

52

2

68

64

18

46.46

44.96

1.5

11

76

87

23

22

1

64

52

12

81

72

22

54.36

47.81

6.55

8.— Insane received on First and Subsequent Commitments.

NUMBER OF THE ADMISSION.
Cases committed.

Males. Females. Totals.

First to this hospital, .

Second to this hospital,

Third to this hospital,

Fourth to this hospital,

Eighth to this hospital,

Total cases,

Total persons,

Never before in any hospital,

239

15

264

264

218

183

18

6

207

206

160

422

33

14

1

1

471

470

378
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4.— Nativity and Parentage of Insane Persons first admitted to Any
Hospital.
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5.— Residence of Insane Persons admitted from the Community.
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7.— Occupations of Insane Persons first admitted to Any Hospital.

Males.

Architect, .

Bakers,

Barbers, .

Bartenders,

Blacksmith,

Bookkeeper,

Box maker,

Cabinet maker,

Car conductor,

Carpenters,

Carriage builder,

Clerks,

Cooks,

Copper worker,

Dishwasher,

Electric consultor,

Elevator boy, .

Expressman,

Farmers, .

Firemen, .

Fisherman,

Gardener, .

Gravel roofer, .

Hotel worker, .

Iron worker,

Jewelers, .

Laborers, .

Lather,

Lineman, .

Machinists,

Mill operatives,

Motorman,

Molders, .

1

3

2

4

1

1

1

1

1

3

1

3

2

1

1

1

1

1

9

2

1

1

1

1

1

4

60

1

1

5

27

1

4

No occupation,

Overseer, .
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7.— Occupations of Insane Persons first admitted to Any Hospital— Con-

cluded.

Females.

Bookkeeper,
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10. — Probable Duration
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