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TRUSTEES' REPORT.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

The trustees of the Taunton State Hospital herewith submit

their annual report for the year ending Nov. 30, 1916, the sixty-

third report of the trustees of this institution. Appended are

the reports of the superintendent, treasurer, clinical director and

pathologist and the statistics required by law.

During the year 635 patients have been admitted and 648

were discharged. There have been 172 deaths. The average

daily number in the hospital was 1,339.11. This was an in-

crease of 45.22 over last year as compared to the 36.95 increase

reported in 1915. There were 58 patients boarded out. Four

hundred had parole.

The accompanying tables show in detail the number of com-

mitments and the financial condition of the hospital. It is note-

worthy that 76 per cent, of the patients were employed at some

kind of work.

Again we must report that no new buildings were added this

year. The administration building remains sadly overcrowded,

and emphasizes the repeated demand for the relief that a super-

intendent's home would give. The accommodations for nurses

are also inadequate, and some are quartered in space that

should be used for patients. In particular this is so in the

infirmary where room that should be kept for a contagious

disease ward is given up to nurses. In addition there is still

the need of a barn at the Borden Colony in Raynham.
A substantial start was made this year in replacing boilers

that have outgrown their usefulness, and the trustees hope that

the Legislature will see fit to continue this work. Road build-

ing on the main thoroughfare of the institution was continued
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with good results, and another year should see this completed

to the rear gate, if possible.

The shortage of labor has been a serious factor here as else-

where, and the plan for having women nurses on male wards,

begun as an innovation with satisfactory result, has been con-

tinued and enlarged as a necessity. But in the equalization of

salaries lies the hope of making this service so attractive that

no department will meet the obstacle of labor shortage. There

is no reason why the State should expect to pay less at Taunton

than it does at any other like institution.

One more automobile, a second-hand one, was added this

year as necessary because of the condition of our horses. With

the addition of another machine this year, the trustees hope

that the horse and carriage service can be practically dispensed

with, resulting in more satisfactory service.

The trustees desire to point out that the coal appropriation

has been inadequate for several years, requiring the hospital to

contract for coal at the end of a year without having money to

pay for it. The advantage of buying a year's supply at once is

obvious, and, if approved, the estimates filed for the coming

year will allow this.

The trustees this year designated a colony and several build-

ings with the names of some of those who have served the

institution well in the past. This seems a lasting recognition

that is worthy to become a custom. The colony at Raynham

was named in honor of Simeon Borden, formerly chairman of

this Board. The industrial building was named in honor of Dr.

Henry R. Stedman, a former chairman of this Board. The

female nurses' home was named in honor of Mrs. Susan E.

Learoyd, one of the first women members of this Board. The

greenhouse was named in honor of Oakes A. Ames, who also

served as chairman of this Board. The male nurses' home was

named in honor of Ruth S. Murray, who served on this Board

for seventeen years, and was the mother of the present secretary

of the Board. Of the main plant, the east wing wards, from 1

to 6, inclusive, and also the west wing wards, from 1 to 6, in-

clusive, were named in honor of Dr. George C. S. Choate, the

first superintendent of this institution. The east wing wards,

from 7 to 9, inclusive, and also the west wing wards, from 7 to
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9, inclusive, were named in honor of Dr. William W. Godding,

the second superintendent of the hospital, under whose ad-

ministration these wards were erected.

The trustees close the year with renewed appreciation of the

faithful and energetic work of Dr. Goss and his assistants.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES C. CAIN, Jr.

ELIZABETH C. M. GIFFORD.
SIMEON BORDEN.
PHILIP E. BRADY.
MARGARET C. SMITH.
JOSEPH C. DESMOND.
ARTHUR B. REED.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Taunton State Hospital.

In compliance with the by-laws of your Board, I present the

sixty-third report of the superintendent for the year ending

Nov. 30, 1916.

At the beginning of the year there were in the hospital 1,336

patients, — 692 men and 644 women. During the year, 635

patients — 366 men and 269 women — were admitted : 494—
278 men and 216 women — by regular commitment; 8 — 5

men and 3 women — by voluntary commitment; 34— 24 men

and 10 women — for temporary care; 7 — 2 men and 5 women
— by transfer; 17 — 10 men and 7 women— from visit; 1

man from escape; and 74 — 46 men and 28 women— nomi-

nally admitted for discharge. The whole number of cases under

treatment during the year was 1,971, — 40 more than the pre-

ceding year.

Fifty patients were discharged as recovered, 54 capable of

self-support, 66 as improved, 35 as not improved, 9 as not in-

sane, and 172 died. Of the 648 cases dismissed, 2 women were

under treatment as dipsomaniacs or inebriates, of whom 1 was

discharged as capable of self-support, and 1 as improved. The

number of recoveries is 8 less than the preceding year. The

percentage of recoveries calculated on the number of ad-

missions is 9.9; calculated on the number of discharges, 8.8.

The daily average number of patients under care was 1,339.11,

— 45.22 more than the preceding year.

Transfers by the State Board of Insanity and their successors,

the Massachusetts Commission on Mental Diseases, were as

follows: 2 to the Boston State Hospital, 1 to the Bridgewater

State Hospital, 1 to the Danvers State Hospital, 1 to the Fox-

borough State Hospital, 20 to the Gardner State Colony, 51 to

the Grafton State Hospital, 57 to the Medfield State Hospital,

and 4 to the State Infirmary. By the authority of the same

Board and Commission, 12 were discharged to leave the State,

and 12 to be deported.
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One hundred and seventy-two patients died during the year,

— 6 more than the year preceding. The percentage of deaths

calculated on the daily average number of patients is 12.8;

calculated on the whole number under treatment, 8.7.

During the year we had 69 cases of tuberculosis — 34 men
and 35 women — with 18 deaths; 6 cases of diphtheria and 7

of erysipelas with no deaths ; 6 cases of dysentery— 4 men and

2 women— with 2 deaths; 157 cases of acute enteritis — 6 men
and 151 women — with 9 deaths.

Sixty-seven different patients have had glasses fitted; of

these, 22 were examined and fitted by outside oculists.

Three hundred and fifty-eight different patients have re-

ceived dental treatment; of these, 75 were treated for Rigg's

disease by the visiting dentist, while many others were treated

by the regular staff physicians.

Fourteen hundred and sixty-six patients, — 696 men and 770

women, — 76 per cent, of all patients under treatment, engaged

in some form of employment. While our regular established

industries kept about the usual number occupied, it is fitting

that special mention be made of several. Of new industries,

pine needle work, wood carving and pottery, including kiln

firing, were introduced. At the Lovering Colony, a large pro-

portion of the women assisted at fruit picking and gardening,

while 21 voluntarily cultivated individual gardens. Those

interested in war relief work exceeded the record of the pre-

ceding year, 2,514 different articles being made besides a large

number of surgical dressings.

Four hundred patients — 197 men and 203 women — have

had parole during the year.

On the evening of September 28, the graduating exercises of

our training school for nurses were held; 19 nurses — 3 men
and 16 women— being presented with diplomas by Philip E.

Brady, Esq., representing the Board of Trustees. Mrs. Eliza-

beth C. M. Gifford, representing the committee of award,

announced the prize winners. "To the members of the gradua-

ting class who, during the whole period of hospital service, shall

have shown the greatest proficiency in the way of personal

interest in and individual care of his or her charges" two prizes

were awarded: the first, $20, given by a friend of the school,

to Miss Lillian Elizabeth Stopford Taylor; the second,
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given by Mrs. Elizabeth C. M. Gifford, secretary of the Board

of Trustees, to Miss Mary Catherine Fagan. "To those mem-

bers of the graduating class who, during the whole period of

hospital service, shall have shown the greatest general im-

provement" two prizes were awarded: the first, $15, to George

Andrew McGuire; the second, $10, to Miss Ellen Stopford

Taylor. "To that member of the graduating class who shows

the greatest efficiency in the industrial pursuits on his or. her

ward," a prize of $10, given by Dr. Horace G. Ripley, was

awarded to Miss Katherine Williston Kirkpatrick. The prizes

were then presented to the winners by Philip E. Brady, Esq.

Six general hospital graduates having completed the prescribed

course were awarded and presented post-graduate certificates.

During the year, 12 women nurses completed their six months'

service in the Boston City Hospital, and 11 women nurses com-

pleted their three months' service in the New York Nursery and

Child's Hospital, New York City. Seventeen nurses are now

serving the required period in the Boston City Hospital.

Circumstances rendering it both necessary and advisable, our

affiliation with the New York Nursery and Child's Hospital was

canceled several months ago, and the period of service in the

Boston City Hospital increased to ten months, the Boston City

Hospital now having an excellent maternity service. This

change we expect to work to our advantage, as it will render it

unnecessary for our nurses to leave the State, and will reduce

our affiliation to one near-by hospital, not too far away for us

to keep in touch with our nurses throughout their service. In

last year's report, we called attention to certain subtle dangers

that threatened nursing in general, and our training schools in

particular. These dangers are becoming more apparent daily;

already nurses' associations have practically bound themselves

not to care for the sick for a lower rate than a certain specified

sum per day or per week, thus branding themselves with the

sordid stamp of mercenary commercialism. While in our own

State an effort was made this past year to pass a bill that

would have prevented all unregistered nurses, no matter how

competent, from caring for the sick, and would, moreover, de-

prive all but the well-to-do of the service of a nurse, or bring

them to the level of paupers. An effort to pass a similar bill

will be made this coming winter, and should be strongly
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opposed by all who have the best interests of nursing at heart.

The growing tendency, moreover, to raise training school re-

quirements unnecessarily, and to multiply unduly the subjects

taught, thereby rendering it impossible for more than a small

per cent, of the number seeking instruction to graduate, and at

the same time encouraging a lower grade of instruction to train

so-called hospital attendants, seems to us most unwise. The

inevitable result will be to weaken our training schools, lower

the standard of care in our hospitals, and turn us backward

instead of assisting us to advance.

Adequate means of transportation, now at our command,

have enabled us to supervise our patients out in family care

with comparative ease, and we close a successful year with 58

patients — 8 men and 50 women — in family care, — 8 less than

the preceding year.

The employment of women nurses on the men's wards has

been extended with good results; of the 58 day nurses 36 are

women, and of the 16 night nurses 8 are women. In fact, we

have been obliged to employ women on the men's wards for the

past year to a greater extent than we otherwise should, perhaps,

were it not for the difficulty, and, indeed, impossibility, of pro-

curing a sufficient number of men.

Mental clinics have been held during the past year in Taunton,

Fall River and New Bedford. At the present time a clinic for

adults is held weekly in Taunton, and monthly in Fall River

and New Bedford; children's clinics are also held monthly in

Fall River and New Bedford in co-operation with the Massa-

chusetts School for the Feeble-minded. In addition to the

above, at the request of the school authorities of Taunton, a

four days' clinic was held last June in this city, during which

nearly 50 children were examined. The greatest credit is due

Dr. Fernald, superintendent of the Massachusetts School for

the Feeble-minded, for his zeal and self-sacrificing willingness to

co-operate in this important work.

Six hundred and eighty-five patients attended the 14 picnics

held for their recreation during the summer. Of these, 2 were

held at the Lovering Colony and were attended by the whole

population of both nurses and patients; 2 were for the most

disturbed patients and were attended by 14 each; the remaining

10 were attended by the main body of patients, at which base-
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ball was as usual the principal diversion. During the cooler

months, as in previous years, two evenings of each week were

devoted to dancing and other entertainments in the chapel, and

weekly card parties were held on East and West Godding No. 9.

One evening last spring all male employees were invited to

attend a "citizenship" meeting in our chapel, and a large

number were present. An introductory address was delivered

by the chairman of your Board, Mr. Charles C. Cain, Jr., who
introduced the speaker of the evening, John B. Tracy, Esq., of

this city, who spoke on citizenship, its privileges and duties,

and described in detail the requirements for naturalization and

registration. A rising vote of thanks was given Mr. Tracy for

his very instructive and impressive address.

The publishers of the "New Bedford Mercury" and "Old

Colony Memorial," following a custom of many years, have

sent us their papers gratuitously; other periodicals have been

presented to us by Mrs. Elizabeth C. M. Gifford of East

Boston, Mr. Arthur B. Reed of North Abington, Mr. Charles

C. Cain, Jr., Mrs. Margaret Smith, Rev. James Coyle, Mrs.

Zilpha Chase, Mrs. Theon Gorham, Mrs. C. R. Washburn,

Rev. Elbert W. Whitney, Mrs. W. H. Bent, Mrs. Mary J.

Wheeler, all of Taunton, and the Taunton Public Library.

Entertainments were given as follows: a dramatic entertain-

ment by Mrs. Alvira Harnden, and a concert, both vocal and

instrumental, by Mr. F. W. Howes, assisted by the pupils from

the Taunton High School.

During the year, Drs. Raoul G. Provost and Francis S.

Caldicott resigned to take up work elsewhere. Drs. Charles E.

Roderick, Thomas J. O'Brien, and Beatrice A. Reed have been

appointed to the medical staff.

The work of the past year has been especially trying owing

to the impossibility of retaining or securing a sufficient number

of male employees to carry on our work properly. The reasons

for this condition are not far to seek or difficult to find, and are

clearly owing to the unhealthy demand for labor in the mu-
nition factories, and the absurdly disproportionate prices paid

for the same. When, for instance, a munition factory less than

5 miles from this institution pays $3 per day, and, in some

instances, more to untrained boys under twenty years of age,

the scarcity of labor at normal prices is easily understood.
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Besides the increase in the price of labor, the cost of all neces-

sities has advanced from 15 to 50 per cent., and, in some

instances, even more. This, of course, renders a larger appro-

priation for maintenance necessary, and our detailed estimate

totals about 20 per cent, more than for the year preceding

I must again call to your attention our pressing needs in

certain directions, for which we have been unable to obtain any

relief: a superintendent's house, to relieve our overcrowded ad-

ministration building, and provide more office room and more

and better accommodations for officers; a building or buildings

to accommodate 50 employees, many of whom are now occupy-

ing space that should be used for patients; two isolation wards

for patients suffering from contagious diseases (these can be

provided without expense if accommodations, as above recom-

mended, are provided for the employees now occupying the

fourth floor); and a new horse barn at the Borden Colony, to

replace the one now in use which is past profitable repair.

In conclusion, I heartily thank all loyal officers and em-

ployees for their hearty co-operation.

To your Board, for your hearty co-operation and helpful

sympathy, as well as for timely assistance always rendered, I

should indeed be an ingrate not to express my heartfelt thanks.

But hand in hand with the thanks must go a compliment for

the faithfulness you have shown to your trust. Beside numerous

individual visits, a quorum has been present at every regular

meeting.

As we look over the field of possible achievement and com-

pare it with the meager results of years of struggle, can one be

blamed for discouragement? On the other hand, when we con-

sider that some benefit and comfort is brought to many sufferers

by each advance, no matter how small, must we not all feel

encouraged to keep on, and each and all contribute what we

can to the grand whole?

Respectfully submitted,

ARTHUR V. GOSS,

Superintendent.
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CLINICAL DIRECTOR AND PATHOLOGIST'S
REPORT.

To the Superintendent and Trustees of the Taunton State Hospital.

The clinical director and pathologist respectfully reports as

follows for the work in his departments during the past year.

Clinical Research.

First. — The treatment of general paralysis and cerebral

syphilis was undertaken in co-operation with the pathological

department of the Commission on Mental Diseases. This work

has not as yet been fully organized in this hospital, and there-

fore no definite report can be made. It may briefly be said

that a brilliantly useful field of work has now been opened by

the recent developments in the use of salvarsan in nervous

syphilis.

Second. — Concerning the inheritance of insanity, a very ex-

tensive research commenced a year ago was carried out. The

paper containing the results of this research is to be published

in the "American Journal of Insanity," and was read in'part

before the Boston Society of Psychiatry and Neurology. The

following is an abstract of the paper which is entitled "Psychi-

atric Family Studies."

The contents of the paper may be divided as follows :

—
1. A brief review of the literature, special attention being paid to the

doctrine of polymorphism.

2. An analysis of the marriage rate of the insane as shown in Taunton

State Hospital figures. This part of the work demonstrates :
—

(a) That of four great groups of the insane, namely, alcoholic insanity,

general paresis, dementia prsecox and senile dementia, great differences

in the marriage rate are found.

Males suffering with senile psychosis marry in somewhat less proportion

than the total population of that age.

The male patients suffering wTith general paresis marry in almost the

same proportion as the total population of the same age group.

Male patients suffering with alcoholic psychosis not only marry in

less proportion than the members of the other two groups, but therefore
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marry in very much less proportion than the total population of the same

age.

The dementia prsecox group shows by far the lowest marriage rate,

not only because the individuals enter the hospital young, but even as

compared with the total population of the same age group.

In other words, marriage offers a barrier to the propagation of dementia

prcecox, in so far as males are concerned, but offers little or no barrier against

the race damage caused by the hind of syphilis that leads to general paresis.

In alcoholism there also seems to be a mechanism operating against marriage.

The females of the same groups show about the same features in senile

psychoses and in general paresis. In alcoholism there is no such dropping

off in the marriage rate as is seen in the male cases. In the dementia

prsecox group the dropping, while great, is not nearly so extensive as in

the male cases. In other words, and this seems to me to be very important,

the female dementia prcecox has nearly twice the chance of marriage that

the male dementia prcecox has. It seems to be true, as figures from all

over the world show, that the female insane tend to have insane daughters

in greater proportion than they tend to have insane sons. We have,

therefore, a simple explanation of the preponderance of females in insane

statistics in the greater marriage rate of female insane.

(b) The hereditary taint of the sane and the insane, as compiled by

Koller and Dien, is reviewed and criticized from their figures. It seems

evident that we need to be specific in our statement of the relationship,

that the degree of the "taint" is very important and that nervous disease

per se has not the importance usually attributed to it in determining in-

sanity in a descendant.

(c) The statistics of 640 families, as studied at Taunton State Hospital,

comprise the related families that have appeared in the history of the

hospital from 1854 to 1916. The facts thus elicited are analyzed from

the standpoint of relationship and the standpoint of so-called anticipation,

the phenomenon emphasized by Mott, which briefly expressed is the

earlier appearance of insanity in a descendant than in an ancestor.

Luther, Jolly, Albrecht, Rosanoff, and others show this phenomenon to

be marked in their cases. The analysis of the Taunton State Hospital

figures also brings into prominence this anticipation. Certain objections

are raised against laying overemphasis on the phenomenon, largely be-

cause of the manner of collecting the statistics. Moreover, analysis of

families in which disease has been prevalent for several generations does

not show anticipation to so marked an extent as those in which two

generations alone are represented.

(d) Certain groups of cases are analyzed in detail according to the

type of disease in the ancestor. Altogether nearly one hundred families

are studied and these contain the only three and four generations hospital

families in the literature. One case is especially unique in that three

generations are at present in this hospital. In the main, only direct

relationship has been considered, that is to say, uncles and aunts and
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their descendants are not here presented, this particular aspect of the

subject being reserved for a future paper.

(1) Paranoid diseases of the nondementing type in the parent are

usually followed either by paranoid diseases in the descendant or by
dementia prsecox.

(2) Catatonic mental diseases in the parent are usually followed by
dementia precox in the descendant.

(3) The senile psychoses are followed by a variety of diseases in the

descendant. The interpretation of this phenomenon is that the senile

psychoses are in reality many diseases, including a senile paranoia, a

form of dementia prsecox and a form of manic-depressive insanity, all

somewhat colored by the general mental make-up of senility.

(4) Dementia prsecox is followed in the majority of cases by dementia

prsecox, usually in a more severe form and occurring earlier. Imbecility

and epilepsy are not uncommon in the descendants of dementia prsecox.

One case of manic-depressive following a dementia prsecox is noted.

(5) The situation in regard to alcoholic psychoses and organic brain

disease in the ancestors cannot easily be given in abstract.

It is remarkable to note that in spite of different interpretations by
most of the workers in family studies, that results closely corresponding

to the above are recorded by Albrecht, Kruger, Luther, Jolly, Rosanoff,

and others.

It is concluded in regard to the transformation of psychotic types

occurring in two, three and four generations that there are two main

currents, both leading toward dementia prsecox in the descendant, one

leading through manic-depressive insanity, though this is not so marked

as to be beyond question, the other a current leading through paranoia,

the paranoid diseases and catatonia to dementia prsecox. The course

of events from dementia prsecox is toward dementia prsecox and race

extermination, because of the lower marriage rate, and also toward im-

becility and perhaps epilepsy.

The above conclusions apply only to those cases of two generations

where the descendant enters the hospital and do not, of course,, apply

to those descendants who do not enter the hospital. Moreover, the

situation is not so clear where three and four generations are involved,

perhaps because these are few in number. It is also concluded that a

study of asylum cases alone throws only a partial light on the trans-

mission of insanity.

Since the work which formed the basis of the paper above

abstracted was finished further research developed the fact that

dementia prsecox is more often a disease of family groups, while

manic-depressive tends to occur in more sporadic fashion. There

is thus a notable difference in what may be termed hereditary value

of the two diseases. In the case of manic-depressive psychosis
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there may follow psychosis in the descendant, but insanity in

the direct fraternity is not so common, while both the descendants

and the fraternity of dementia prsecox are very much more

liable to mental disease. There remains to be carried out a re-

search into certain of those descendants of the insane who do

not reach the insane hospital. This, a most important study,

will receive the assistance of the Commission on Mental

Diseases.

Pathological Work.

1. Routine examinations of urine, blood and spinal fluid of

the patients admitted to this hospital were carried on according

to indications. Bacteriological studies of routine kind were

instituted wherever indicated.

2. Autopsy Statistics. — There were 38 autopsies performed

on female patients and 18 autopsies performed on male patients.

Since the total female death list numbered 74, the percentage of

female autopsies was 51; the total male death list numbered

98, and the percentage of male autopsies was 18. It may be

stated that the striking discrepancy noted in the percentage of

male and female autopsies is due to the fact that the physicians

on the female side carried out a very elaborate and notably

successful campaign for the-procurement of permission to per-

form autopsies.

Ages of Patients autopsied.

Third decade (20 to 30), 1

Fourth decade (30 to 40), 6

Fifth decade (40 to 50), . 8

Sixth decade (50 to 60), 12

Seventh decade (60 to 70), .11
Eighth decade (70 to 80), 13

Ninth decade (80 to 90), .5

The striking feature of this general picture of the fact is the

extreme age of the persons concerned. It is safe to state that it

is fairly representative of the annual hospital death list, and

that a large number of the people who die in the insane hos-

pital have reached insanity only through their longevity. It is

probably true that in a great number of persons with senile

dementia the disease is not to be regarded as a hereditary taint
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for their descendants. Any stock that tends to longevity will,

of course, have a greater number of cases of senile insanity than

those stocks of lesser longevity.

Causes of Death.

Gastrointestinal disorders, . . 5

Obstruction of the bowels, 2

Tuberculosis of intestine, 1

Cirrhosis of liver, 1

Broncho-pneumonia, 6

Lobar pneumonia, 5

Passive congestion of lungs, 4
Bronchitis, 2

Tuberculosis, .5
Cerebral hemorrhage, 1

General paralysis, . .
' 6

Cardiovascular diseases (especially myocarditis), 9

Valvular disease of heart, 3

Nephritis, 1

Perinephritis, 1

Septicemia, 2

Mastoiditis, 1

Carcinoma of uterus, 1

As was to be expected from the age of the persons who came

to autopsy, those diseases which are most common in old age

predominate in the statistics. There is a noticeable scarcity of

tuberculosis, a fact which speaks well for the hygiene of the

hospital.

Psychoses of Patients autopsied.

Involution melancholia, 4'

Manic-depressive, 2

Dementia praecox, 8

Imbecility, 1

Chronic alcoholism, 1

General paralysis, 13

Huntington's chorea, 1

Arterial disease of the brain, 5

Tumor of the brain, 2

Unclassified depression, 1

The predominance of senile dementia and general paralysis in

the death rate is easy to explain in the first case by the age of

the persons concerned, and in the second case by the fact that
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the disease is a rapidly progressive one and unless energetically

treated terminates fatally. Of those cases of dementia praecox

who came to autopsy, the most (5) had been a long time in the

institution and died of senile diseases. It does not seem that

dementia prsecox, as a disease, predisposes to early death to a

marked extent.

3. A problem that received much attention in the laboratory

during the past year was the pathology of the sympathetic

nervous system. This important system, responsible for the

visceral control of the body and probably more closely related

to the emotional life than any other part of the nervous system,

was found to be the seat of peculiar morphological constituents,

— granules of a non-fatty kind, for which, because of their

affinity for silver, the name of " argyrophilic granules" is sug-

gested. These granules are also found in occasional cells of

the spinal ganglia, and especially in two regions of unknown

function, — the locus cereleus and substantia nigra. Because

they are not found in the central nervous system, that is, the

cerebrum, cerebellum and spinal cord, they would seem to have

a special physiological or pathological significance.

4. A very large part of the- laboratory time for the past two

years has been occupied in developing a technique which would

enable the pathologist to carry on as routine an investigation in

the finest elements of the nervous system. At the present time

this can be said to have been successfully accomplished, though

not yet with the perfection that further efforts will make

possible. The value of new technique is always in the facts

which are thus uncovered, and it is believed that this technique

will open the road to research of value.

The above is respectfully submitted.

ABRAHAM MYERSON.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Taunton State Hospital.

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances, of

this institution for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1916: —

Cash Account.

Balance Dec. 1, 1916,

Institution Receipts.

Board of inmates: —
Private, ....
Reimbursements, insane,

Sales: —
Food
Clothing and materials, .

Furnishings and household sup-

plies, . .

Medical and general care,

Farm and stable: —
Cows and calves, $193 00

Pigs and hogs, . 43 00

Hides, . . 203 45

Sundries, . . 115 89

Repairs, ordinary, .

Miscellaneous receipts :
—

Interest on bank balances,

Rent, . • .

Sundries,

Receipts.

$20,290 98

14,479 01

$18 05

493 56

32 34

4 23

555 34

172 43

$446 70

132 00

511 16

Sales, account of industries fund,

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth.

Maintenance appropriations: —
Balance of 1915, .....
Advance money (amount on hand November 30),

Approved schedules of 1916,

Industries fund, .....
Total

$7,498 35

$34,769 99

1,275 95

1,089 86

$6,371 49

20,000 00

314,206 78

37,135 80

683 07

340,578 27

697 89

$386,593 38
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Payments.

To treasury of Commonwealth: —
Institution receipts,

Industries fund,

Maintenance appropriations :
—

Balance November schedule, 1915,

Eleven months' schedules, 1916,

November advances,

Industries fund :
—

Approved schedules,

Balance, Nov. 30, 1916: —
In bank,

In office, ....
Total,

Maintenance .

Appropriation, current year,

Balance from previous year, brought forward,

Total,

Expenses (as analyzed below), ....
Balance reverting to treasury of Commonwealth,

Analysis of Expenses.

Salaries, wages: —
Arthur V. Goss, superintendent,

General administration,

Medical service,

Ward service (male),

Ward service (female),

Repairs,

Farm and stable,

Grounds,

Religious instruction :
—

Catholic,

Jewish, .

Protestant,

Travel, transportation and office expenses:

Automobiles,

Automobile repairs and supplies,

Postage,

Printing and binding,

Printing annual report, .

Stationery and office supplies,

Telephone and telegraph,

Travel

Freight,

$13,869 84

314,206 78

16,750 45

},997 41

252 14

$37,135 80

683 07

344,827 07

697 89

3,249 55

$386,593 38

$352,500 00

73 26

$352,573 26

350,987 88

$1,585 38

Amount carried forward,

$3,000 00
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Amount "brought forward,

Food: —
Butter,....
Butterine,

Beans, ....
Bread, crackers, etc.,

Cereals, rice, meal, etc., .

Cheese,

Eggs, ....
Flour

Fish (fresh, cured and canned;

Fruit (fresh),

Fruit (dried and preserved)

,

Lard and substitutes,

Macaroni and spaghetti,

Meats, ....
Milk (fresh and substitutes),

Molasses and syrups,

Peanut butter, pie rilling, etc.,

Potatoes,

Seasonings and condiments,

Sugar, ....
Tea, coffee, cocoa, etc., .

Vegetables (fresh), .

Vegetables (canned and dried),

Yeast, baking powder, etc.,

Freight,

Clothing and materials :
—

Boots, shoes and rubbers,

Clothing (outer),

Clothing (under), .

Dry goods for clothing, .

Hats and caps,

Leather and shoe findings,

Machinery for manufacturing.

Socks and small wares, .

Freight,

Furnishings and household supplies: —
Beds, bedding, etc.,

Carpets, rugs, etc.,

Crockery, glassware, cutlery, etc.,

Dry goods and small wares,

Fire hose and extinguishers,

Furniture, upholstery, etc.,

Kitchen and household wares .

Laundry supplies and materials,

Lavatory supplies and disinfectants,

Machinery for manufacturing,

Table linen, paper napkins, towels, etc.

Freight, .....
Amount carried forward,

.
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Amount brought forward,
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Amount brought forward,
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Balance Dec. 1, 1915,

Receipts credited,

Industries Fund.

Expenditures, approved schedules (see statement annexed), .

Balance Nov. 30, 1916, . . . ' .

$114 26

683 07
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VALUATION

Travel, transportation and office expenses, .... $3,948 00

Food, 6,583 00

Clothing, 9,003 00

Furnishings, 64,295 00

Heat, light and power, . 1,764 00

Repairs and improvements, . 7,707 00

Farm, stable and grounds, 32,209 00

Medical and general care, 3,738 00

Industries, 2,807 00

$132,054 00





STATISTICAL TABLES.

[FOHM PRESCRIBED BY COMMISSION ON MENTAL DISEASES.]
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2. — Family-care Department.

Males. Females. Totals

Remaining Sept. 30, 1915,

Admitted within the year, ....
Whole number of cases within the year, .

Dismissed within the year, ....
Viz.: returned to institutions,

discharged

died,

visit,

Remaining Sept. 30, 1916

Viz.: supported by the State,

private, .

self-supporting,

Number of different persons within the year, .

Number of different persons admitted,

Number of different persons dismissed,

Daily average number,

Viz.: State

private

self-supporting, .30

1

50

47

3

61

12

16

53.24

50.24

3.00

1

58

47

11

71

12

18

61.54

50.24

11.30

3. — Insane received on First and Subsequent Commitments.
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4- — Nativity and Parentage of Insane Persons first admitted to Any
Hospital.
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5. — Residence of Insane Persons admitted f
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7. — Occupations of Insane Persons first admitted to Any Hospital.

Males.

Auditor, 1
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7. — Occupations of Insane Persons first admitted to Any Hospital— Con-

cluded.

Females.

At home, 6
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10. — Probable Duration of Mental Disease before Admission.
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