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Section 2. The said county commissioners are hereby Taking of land
, 1 • 1 , , 1 ,

• 1 1 ,1 • to be recorded.
authorized to take, or to acquire by purchase or otherwise,

such land as may be necessary for the said purpose; and
within sixty days after taking any land they shall file and
cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the southern

district of said county a description of the land sufficiently

accurate for identification, with a statement of the purpose

for which the same was taken, signed by them. Upon such

filing title to the land so taken shall vest in said county
in fee. The county shall pay all damages sustained by any
person by reason of the taking of land as aforesaid; and the

damages shall be determined in the manner provided by
law for determining damages in the case of land taken for

laying out highways.

Section 3. In order to meet the expense incurred under Money may be

this act the county commissioners may borrow from time
°"°"® •®*''*

to time upon the credit of the county a sum not exceeding

one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for a period not

exceeding twenty years, at a rate of interest not exceeding

four per cent per annum, payable semi-annually, and to

issue the bonds or notes of the county therefor.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Aiyproved April 25, 1912.

An Act to provide for the construction of a highway (7/^^r) 539
AND BRIDGE OVER THE TIDE WATERS OF THE ACUSHNET
RIVER BETWEEN THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD AND THE TOWN
OF ACUSHNET.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The county commissioners of the county of
^f^a^^I^hwa"

Bristol are hereby authorized and directed to lay out and and bndge over

construct a highway bridge with suitable approaches over river.

the Acushnet river between the city of New Bedford and the

town of Acushnet at such place or between such points as

said commissioners, with the approval of the harbor and land

commissioners, may determine. The bridge shall be con-

structed without a draw.

Section 2. The county commissioners are hereby au- Private prop-

thorized to take for the purpose of constructing said bridge teken^ttc!'^

and app oaches the private property of any persons or cor-

porations, and upon such taking shall, after due notice and
hearing, estimate and award the damages to the owners
thereof, and shall file forthwith in the registry of deeds for
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Expense to be
borne by the
county of
Bristol, etc.

Statement of
cost to be filed,

etc.

the southern district of the county of Bristol a description

of the property taken with metes and bounds, and with their

appraisal of the damages awarded by them to the owners.

Any person aggrieved by such award may, within one year
after the filing of the description aforesaid, apply for a jury

in the superior court to determine the damages in the same
manner and subject to the same provisions as in the case of

land taken for a highway.

Section 3. The expense of the laying out and construc-

tion of said bridge and approaches shall, in the first instance,

be borne by the county of Bristol; and the county com-
missioners of said county are hereby authorized and directed

to borrow on the credit of the county such sums of money as

may be necessary to comply with the provisions of this act,

not exceeding thirty thousand dollars, and to issue the notes

of the county therefor, with interest at a rate not exceeding

four and one half per cent per annum, payable semi-annually.

The cost of constructing the said bridge and the approaches

thereto, including any sums paid as damages for the taking

of land or otherwise, shall not exceed the sum of thirty thou-

sand dollars; and no money shall be expended until the plans

and specifications for the bridge and its approaches have
been approved by the board of harbor and land commis-
sioners.

Section 4. Upon the completion of the bridge and
approaches aforesaid, the county commissioners shall file

in the office of the clerk of the superior court for the county
of Bristol a detailed statement, certified under their hands,

of the cost of said bridge and approaches, and the amount of

interest paid on money borrowed under the provisions of

this act. At the term of said court in said county next after

the filing of said statement, upon the application in writing

of any party interested, the court shall, after such notice as

it may by order direct, appoint a board of three commissioners,

who, having been first duly sworn to the faithful and impartial

discharge of their duties, shall, after due notice to all parties

interested and a hearing thereon, designate the cities and
towns in said county which are or will be specially benefited

by the aforesaid bridge, and shall determine the propor-

tion of the expense of the construction of the said bridge and
its approaches that shall be paid by said cities and towns
and by the county of Bristol, respectively. The commis-
sioners named in this section shall also designate the cities

and towns by which the expense of the maintenance and
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repair of said bridge, including the approaches, abutments

and piers, shall be paid, and shall also determine the pro-

portion of said expense that shall be paid by each of said

cities and towns. The report of the said commissioners,

or of a majority of them, shall be made in writing and filed

in the office of the clerk of the superior court for the county

of Bristol, and a copy of the same, certified by the clerk,

shall forthwith be transmitted to the county commissioners,

and to each of the several cities and towns named in the

report; and said court, at the term thereof next after the

filing of said report, shall, unless sufficient cause is shown to

the contrary, accept and affirm the report and enter judgment

thereon, and the same shall thereupon be binding upon all

parties named therein. The expenses and fees of the com-

missioners appointed by the court shall be ascertained and

determined by the court, and shall be paid by the county of

Bristol.

SECTiOisr 5. Within twenty days after the entry of the *^°P^jf^^P°^*^.

judgment mentioned in the preceding section, the clerk mitted to the

of the court shall transmit a true and attested copy of the missioners,

report and of the judgment thereon to the county com-

missioners of the county of Bristol, and a like copy to the

mayor of the cities and the selectmen of the towns mentioned

in the report, and each of the cities and towns liable under

said decree and award to contribute to the payment of the

construction of said bridge and approaches, shall pay its

proportion of said expense into the treasury of the county

of Bristol in such manner and in such instalments as the

county commissioners shall, by a special order, direct; and

if any city or town shall neglect or refuse to pay its proportion

as required by said order, the county commissioners shall,

after notice to the city or town, and unless sufficient cause

is shown to the contrary, issue a warrant against the city or

town for the sum which it was ordered to pay, with interest,

and the costs of the notice and warrant, and the same shall

be collected and paid into the county treasury, to be applied

in payment of the expenses aforesaid.

Section 6. Upon the completion of said bridge and
^i^^'<i^*fi,^®

approaches, the county commissioners shall cause notice offi^^ of the

thereof to be served upon the mayor of the city of New superior court,

Bedford and the selectmen of the town of Acushnet, and

said notice, w4th the return of the service thereof, shall be

filed in the office of the clerk of the superior court for the

county of Bristol, and thereafter the care and superintendence
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of such parts of said highway, bridge, approaches, abutments
and piers as he within the corporate hmits of the city of New
Bedford and the town of Acushnet, respectively, shall devolve

upon the officers of the said city and town, respectively,

charged with the duty of the care of highways and bridges

therein; and liability for defects in said highway, bridge,

piers and abutments, shall exist on the part of said city and
town for the portions of the same lying therein, respectively,

in like manner as for defects in town ways.

AyiJroved April 25, 1012.

Chap.54:0 An Act to authorize the town of rockland to refund
CERTAIN notes.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

RockUndmay Section 1. FoF the purposc of paying certain outstand-
refund certain Jng notcs, amounting to thirty-five thousand dollars, the

town of Rockland is hereby authorized to borrow the said

sum and to issue notes or bonds therefor. Such notes or

bonds shall be for three thousand five hundred dollars

each, payable one each year in the years nineteen hundred
and thirteen to nineteen hundred and twenty-two, both

inclusive. The notes or bonds shall be signed by the treas-

urer and countersigned by the selectmen, or by a majority

thereof, and shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding four

per cent per annum, payable semi-annually. The money
required to pay the interest on said notes or bonds in each

year, and that part of the principal which becomes due in

that year, shall be raised by taxation in the same manner in

which the other expenses of the town are provided for.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 25, 1912.

Chap.5Al An Act to authorize the museum of fine arts to hold
additional real and personal estate.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The Museum Section 1. In addition to the land now held by the

may hold ad- Muscum of Fine Arts and the buildings erected or which

may be erected thereon, and the works of art contained

therein, the said corporation may receive by gift, devise, be-

quest or otherwise, and may hold and use for the purposes

for which it was incorporated, real and personal estate to

an amount not exceeding six million dollars.

ditional estate.


