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"truant", wherever it occurs in said section, and substituting

therefor the words :
— school attendance, — also by inserting

after the word "officers", in the second line, the words: —
who may be either male or female as the committee may
decide, — so as to read as follows: — Section 12. The Appointment

school committee of every city and town shall appoint and atten'h^nce

fix the compensation of one or more school attendance
'*®<''^'^^-

officers, who may be either male or female as the committee

may decide, and shall make regulations for their govern-

ment. School attendance officers shall not receive fees for

their services. The school committees of two or more cities

or towns may employ the same school attendance officers.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 29, 1912.

An Act to establish the salary of edward l. burdakin, njidy 553
AS ASSISTANT REGISTER OF DEEDS FOR THE COUNTY OF

NORFOLK.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Edward L. Burdakin, assistant register of
gjf^^j'

'^'^b-

deeds for the county of Norfolk, shall receive an annual

salary of two thousand dollars.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 29, 1912.

Chap.554:
An Act relative to the specific repairs of public ways.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one of chapter forty-eight of the r. l. 48, § i,

Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the
^'"*'°'*®'^-

word "alteration", in the third line, the words: — specific

repairs, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 1 . If common Highways, how

convenience and necessity require a new highway from town
to town or from place to place within the same town, or,the

alteration, specific repairs or discontinuance of an existing

highway, application therefor shall be made, by petition in

writing, to the county commissioners having jurisdiction

thereof.

Section 2. Section three of said chapter fortj^-eight is R. l. 48, § 3,

hereby amended by inserting after the word "alteration", in
°''^^^

the fifth line, the words:— specific repairs,— so as to read as

follows :
— Section 3. The commissioners shall, thirty days Notice to

at least before the time appointed for a view or hearing, of'^etiUorfor
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cause notice of the time and place appointed therefor and a

copy of such petition to be served upon the clerk of every

town within which such new highway, alteration, specific re-

pairs or discontinuance is prayed for. They shall also cause

copies of the petition, or abstracts thereof and of the notice,

to be posted in two public places in each of said towns and

to be published three weeks successively in such newspaper

as they shall order; the posting and the last publication to be

fourteen days at least before any view, hearing or adjudica-

tion on such petition.

Section 3. Section four of said chapter forty-eight is

hereby amended by inserting after the word "altering", in

the sixth line, the words :
— specifically repairing, — so as

to read as follows: — Section 4- They shall view the prem-

ises if they consider it expedient or if requested by any party

interested; and shall hear the parties, either at the time of

the view, at a regular or special meeting or at an adjourn-

ment thereof, as they determine; and as soon as may be after

the hearing, they shall adjudicate upon the common con-

venience and necessity of laying out, altering, specifically

repairing or discontinuing such highway.

Section 4. Section five of said chapter forty-eight

is hereby amended by inserting after the word "altera-

tion", in the second line, the words: — specific repairs,

—

and after the word "alter", in the third line, the words:—
order specific repairs, — so as to read as follows :

— Section 5.

If they adjudicate that the common convenience and neces-

sity require the laying out, alteration, specific repairs or dis-

continuance of a highway, they shall forthwith lay out, alter,

order specific repairs or discontinue it; first giving such

notice thereof as is required before a view, except that an

abstract of the petition may be served and published.

Section 5. Section six of said chapter forty-eight is

hereby amended by inserting after the word "alteration",

in the third line, the words :
— specific repairs, — so as

to read as follows: — Section G. They may make such

changes between the termini of the highway described in

the petition, relative to the direction, alteration, specific

repairs or discontinuance thereof, as in their opinion the

public convenience requires.

Section 6. Section seven of said chapter forty-eight is

hereby amended by inserting after the words "laying out",

in the second line, the words :
— specifically repairing, — and

after the words "lay out", in the third line, the words: —



Acts, 1912. — Chap. 554. 507

order specific repairs, — so as to read as follows: — Section Commissionera

7. If, at the time of a view upon a petition for laying out,

specifically repairing or altering a highway, no person in-

terested objects, the commissioners may, within six months
thereafter, lay out, order specific repairs or alter the same
without further notice. If, at the time of a view upon a

petition for discontinuing a highway, the commissioners de-

cide that it ought to be discontinued, they may at the same
time adjudge and determine that it be discontinued, without

a further or subsequent meeting therefor, and may estimate

the damages caused to any person thereby; and if a return of

said proceedings and adjudication is made and accepted

at the next regular meeting of the commissioners, it shall be

a discontinuance of such highway.

Section 7. Said chapter forty-eight is hereby further r. l. 48, § 8,

amended by striking out section eight and inserting in place
^"^^'^ ^

thereof the following: — Section S. The commissioners shall, ^®manneHn°
in their return, determine and specify the manner in which ^hich a new

a new highway shall be laid out or an existing one altered, be'iaidout,

relocated or specifically repaired, and shall specify in sufficient

detail the work required so that the same may be completed

in accordance with the commissioners' directions, and the

time within which it shall be completed. The selectmen of

towns and the mayors of cities shall give notice to said com-
missioners of the time when the work ordered is begun, and
the commissioners or their agents appointed for the purpose,

shall from time to time, as often as may be necessary, examine

the work during its progress to ascertain that it is well done

according to the direction of the commissioners, and in case

the town or city does not perform the work to the acceptance

of said commissioners, the provisions of sections fifty-four

and fifty-five of this chapter shall apply. The commissioners

shall transmit to the clerks of the towns in which the highway
lies a description and plan of the location and bounds thereof

within the limits of such towns respectively, which descrip-

tion shall, within ten days, be recorded by the clerk in a book
kept for that purpose. They shall also specify in their return

a reasonable time within which the owner of the land may
take off his timber, wood or trees, and give him notice thereof.

If he fails to remove the same within the time allowed, he

shall be held to have relinquished his right thereto for the

benefit of the town.

Section 8. Section eleven of said chapter fortv-eight ^- ^i^s ^ "•

is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the words :
—
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R. L. 48, § 12,

amended.

Existing high'

ways may be
relocated.

Nothing in this chapter with regard to the commissioners'

orders for specific repairs shall be construed to relieve cities

and towns from their duties and liabilities with respect to

keeping public ways in repair, — so as to read as follows :
—

JpScre-"*'^^^ Section 11. Towns in which specific repairs are ordered to
pairs. be made shall be liable to make the same. Nothing in this

chapter with regard to the commissioners' orders for specific

repairs shall be construed to relieve cities and towns from
their duties and liabilities with respect to keeping public

ways in repair.

Section 9. Section twelve of said chapter forty-eight

is hereby amended by inserting after the word "thereof",
in the sixth line, the words :

— or of making specific repairs

on such waf^, — and by adding at the end thereof the fol-

lowing :
— The commissioners may, without petition, after

giving notice as in the case of laying out highways, proceed
to relocate any public way for the purpose of establishing its

boundaries, in which case the expense shall be borne by the

county, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 12. If

application is made to the commissioners by a town, or by
five inhabitants thereof, to relocate a way within such town,
whether it was laid out by the authority of the town or other-

wise, they may, either for the purpose of establishing the

boundary lines of such way or of making alterations in the

course or wddth thereof, or of making specific repairs on such

way, relocate it, after giving notice and proceeding in the

manner prescribed in laying out highways. The expense

shall be assessed upon the abutters, upon the petitioners or

upon the county or town, as the commissioners may order.

The commissioners may, without petition, after giving notice

as in the case of laying out highways, proceed to relocate

any public way for the purpose of establishing its boundaries,

in which case the expense shall be borne by the county.

Section 10. Section fifty-six of said chapter forty-

eight is hereby amended by inserting after the words "laid

out", in the first line, the words: — specifically repaired, —
by inserting after the word "completed", in the second line,

the words :
— in whole or in part, — and by adding at the

end of said section the following: — Said commissioners, be-

fore work ordered by them is wholly completed, may pay to

the town such proportion of the county's share of the expense

as they determine, having regard to the amount of work

done and the proportion of the expense which they determine

R. L. 48, § 56,
amended.
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the county shall pay, — so as to read as follows :
— Section Expenses pay-

56. When a highway which has been laid out, specifically county.

repaired or altered is completed, in whole or in part, the

commissioners shall view and carefully examine it throughout,

and if they find that it has been well made according to their

direction, they may order the whole or any part of the expense

incurred by any town in making or altering it to be paid by
the county. Said commissioners, before work ordered by
them is wholly completed, may pay to the town such pro-

portion of the county's share of the expense as they determine,

having regard to the amount of work done and the propor-

tion of the exi^ense which they determine the county shall

pay. Approved April 29, 1912.

Chap.556An Act relative to the quincy firemen's relief as-

sociation.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The Quincy Firemen's Relief Association By-iaws of the

may amend its by-laws so as to provide that the present men's^Reiief^

members and future members of the said association may amended^"'

continue as members after they have ceased to be members of

the Quincy fire department; but such members shall not be

entitled to any benefit except that provided for by Article

XV of the by-laws of the association : provided, however, that Proviso.

the amount of the benefit may be changed at any time in

accordance with the provisions of the by-laws.

Section 2. The Quincy Firemen's Relief Association may New members1,.., 1 ,icii* 1 1 added to the
include m its members the loUowing named persons who are association.

former members of the fire department of the city of Quincy

:

Peter J. Williams, Edgar F. Hayden, Junior, James Mor-
ressey, Frederick Garbarino, Welcome Blake, Alfred W.
Bisson, Clarence D. Sargent, James E. Dinegan, Greorge S.

Williams, John INIcKenna, John Ross, W^illiam F. Powers,

Thomas Hogan, James F. Rooney, and Edward Flaherty.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 29, 1912.

Chap.55QAn Act relative to the municipal lighting plants of

the towns of reading and wakefield.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section two of chapter five hundred and ^^^^^'^^^
§ 2,

sixteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven


