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Cnmmoulwaltlj nf lltassax|ras£tis.

To His Excellency the Governor and Honorable Council.

The Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game respect-

fully present their thirty-second annual report.

Under chapter 208, Resolves of 1897, eleven ponds were

stocked with white perch. These were all the applications

which had been received up to the time of delivery ; several

have come in since, which have been put on file for next year's

distribution. We would remind all persons interested in stock-

ing ponds that applications should be in and on file before

October 1.

The hatching and distribution of a large number of trout was

successfully carried out. A detailed account of the work will

be found in the Appendix.

The hatchery at Sutton requires changes in the construction

of the pond where the breeding fish are kept. The cutting off

of the heavy timber and the subsequent fire which swept over

the ground adjacent to the pond and stream that supplies it

have more or less affected the water both in purity and tem-

perature.

The Hadley hatchery will require some improvements in the

ponds for breeding and rearing trout.

The new Winchester hatchery will be sufficiently complete to

receive its quota of eggs by the last of December. The build-

ing has been erected on the western edge of the Middlesex

Fells, in the town of Winchester. As this building is on State

land, near the entrance to the park, we have endeavored to

make it worthy the location. It will be open to the public a

part of the time.

For part payment on the land, for grading and for completing

the hatching troughs and screens, a small additional appropria-

tion will be required.
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FiSHWAYS.

Cohasset.

Early in the spring we were requested by the selectmen of

Cohasset to cause fishways to be built over the dams on a stream

in that town. A careful inspection was made and plans and

specifications were furnished the owners of said dams, with

orders to complete the work before the close of the season.

On visiting the place this fall, it was found that nothing had
{

been done, and the owners claimed that they were acting with

the consent of the selectmen, with the expectation that the

town, at its next meeting, would contribute a portion of the

expense of building the fishways.

Middleborough.

We regret to say that the fishway over the so-called Sherman's

dam is still a source of annoyance to the fishermen on the

Taunton River, owing to the fact that the property is heavily

mortgaged, and to the apparent irresponsibility of parties

holding the right of redemption. The town of Middleborough

derives quite a sum annually from these fisheries, and also owns

seventj^-five horse-power of the water privilege, yet refuses to

do anything to assist in getting the fish over the dam.

The property has now been sold at mortgagee's sale, thereby

perfecting the title, and legal notice has been served on the

present owners to put the fishway in good order at once, so

that fish can pass freely over the dam ; and in case of non-

compliance the Attorney-General has been asked to enter suit

against them.

Lawrence Fishway.

Owing to the remarkably high water in the Merrimac River,

nothing could be done toward putting this fishway in repair

until about the first of August. As soon as the water was low 5
enough to see what was needed, we consulted with Mr. Mills,

chief engineer of the Essex Company, and the question of

repairing the old fishway was freely discussed. It was finally

decided to build a new fishway on the opposite side of the

river, where it would be less affected by the spring freshets.

A solid stone foundation has been built, and doubtless the
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wholestructure will be completed before the fish are ready to

pass up in spring.

Shoee Fisheries.

The weir and net fishermen have not had a successful season,

financially, owing to the continued scarcity of mackerel along

the coast. Other edible fish helped to pay the expenses, but

most of the profits of the fishing season have been in the past

realized from mackerel catch. This applies not only to the

shore, but to the deep-sea fisheries.

Years ago, as is well known, our markets were fully supplied

with fresh and salt fish, these fisheries not only supplying

wholesome food at a price within the reach of all, but giv-

ing employment to thousands of good citizens of this Com-
monwealth and New England. To-day it is changed ; fresh

mackerel are a luxury, as the records of the past season will

show. The combined catch of all of the fisheries has not been

able to supply the demand for fresh mackerel, and the salt-fish

trade has been principally supplied from foreign markets.

The cause is apparent to most fishermen who have followed

its decline during the past twelve years. Only a few years

after the hook and line fishing was abandoned and seining taken

up by the New England fleet were the changed conditions

noticed. In 1884 there was an unprecedented catch, but since

then the decline in the business has continued with little

variation.

In the former days, when the New England fleet used only

hook and line, and commenced the season by going south to

the capes of the Delaware or New Jersey coast the last of April

or the first of May, each vessel carried a supply of bait or

" tollings," and hundreds of barrels were thrown into the sea

daily as they followed the coast line north to the Bay of Fundy
and the St. Lawrence, to the 1st of September, when the fish

again moved south ; and the tolling used by the fishermen

tended to keep the fish near the coast, and the shore fisheries

profited as well by this mode of fishing as the mackerel fleet.

It was a common sight during the fall months, when the fish

were moving south, to see three or four hundred sail of fisher-

men in Massachusetts bay,— the finest fleet in the world, and

principally owned and manned by sons of this Commonwealth.
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It was truly a nursery for the merchant marine of our country.

Now this is all changed. Our once beautiful fleets, the pride

of the country, manned by our citizens, have gone, in too many
instances never to return ; and with the decline of the shore

fisheries the hardy sons have turned their attention to other

occupations, which have called them away from the shores of

the old Bay State that they loved so well, and they are scattered

through the various cities and towns of our sister States, where

by their early training they are able to cope with the business

of to-day.

This is not a pleasant bit of history, but it is nevertheless

true.

It would appear that the United States government was in a

position to make a thorough investigation of the habits of the

mackerel, which are very little known at the present time, and

assist, through actual demonstrations, to restore in part this

valuable fishery, which was of such material benefit to New
England and the whole country.

Lobsters.

We present below the results of the efforts of the United

States Commission in hatching lobsters on the coast of Massa-

chusetts. We have heretofore given our views, based on our

own investigations, as to the utility of trying to maintain the

lobster fisheries by this process ; but, whether we are right or

wrong, too much dependence should not be placed on artificial

propagation.

In all cases where the maintenance of any fishery is of im-

portance, the fact that the young fish should be allowed to

develop sufficiently to deposit eggs, at least once, should not

be disregarded. While this is true in regard to the larger

migratory fish, it is especially so as to the lobster with its

limited range.

The present legal length of ten and one-half inches is below

the length of the average spawning lobster, and, despite all our

efforts to suppress the illegal traffic, a very large number of

small lobsters are annually destroyed. During the last eight

years the lobster fisheries have steadily decreased. In 1890

the catch of egg-bearing lobsters was 70,909 ; this year the re-

turns so far as received indicate about 20,000, and of all others
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a decrease of 10 per cent, below last year, and 45 per cent, below

1890. This is not a sudden decline, but a steady one, showing

that if something is not done to preserve this valuable crus-

tacean its end is near.

As a means toward the better protection and more ready en-

forcement of the law, we recommend the accompanying bill :
—

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the commissioners on inland

fisheries and game to issue a license to any citizen of this Common-
wealth who may apply in writing therefor, to set and keep lobster

pots in any waters of the Commonwealth designated in said license,

for the term of three years from the date thereof ; and whoever with-

out such license sets or keeps any lobster pot or pots, or takes there-

from any lobster or lobsters, shall forfeit twenty dollars for each of

such pots and one dollar for each lobster so taken.

Sect. 2. The license of any person who shall be convicted of the

violation of any provision of the statutes relating to lobsters may be

revoked by said commissioners, who shall notify such person of its

revocation, and another license shall not be issued to him within one

year from the date of the revocation.

Sect. 3. Any person to whom a license has been issued shall

cause all lobster pots which he sets, and the buoys thereto attached,

to be marked with his name and the number of his license, and any

lobster pots which are set and not marked may be seized and de-

stroyed by said commissioners, their deputies or by any member of

the district police.

TJ. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries,

Wood's Hole, Mass., Oct. 13, 1897.

Hon. E. A. Brackett, Chairman Board of Commissioners of Fish and
Game, Winchester, Mass.

Dear Sir :— In accordance with the terms of my appointment as

deputy fish and game warden, I beg to submit the following report of

the work done in propagating lobsters at this station. During Octo-

ber, 1896, it was decided to try the experiment of collecting a few

lobster eggs in the fall and holding and caring for them during the

winter, instead of waiting until April before beginning our collec-

tions, as is usual. If the eggs could be taken then and successfully

carried through the winter, many millions that are now lost could be

saved. The first eggs were received October 26, and from then until

December 12, 97 lobsters, which yielded 887,000 eggs, were received

from local fishermen. These eggs developed nicely and with very

small loss up to the following April, after which the loss was quite

heavy. In all, 385,000 fry were hatched from them. I deem it
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important to state that, for about eight or nine weeks during January,

February and March, and while the natural water temperature was

between 30° and 33° F., the temperature of the water in which the

eggs was carried was raised by artificial means, and kept between 35°

and 37°. This unseasonably high temperature may have been the

cause of the unusually heavy loss. The collections were again begun

early in April, the first eggs being received on the 7th, and continued

until June 26, when the last were received from Massachusetts

waters. During this time, 3,370 lobsters, which yielded 40,348,000

eggs, were received. These lobsters were obtained from fishermen

operating in Vineyard Sound and Buzzard's Bay, and also from those

fishing between Green River and Ship Pond, including Duxbury and

Plymouth bays. Collections were also made from Block Island,

R. I., and from Noank and Stonington, Conn. In all, 74,152,000

eggs were received at the station, and from them 64,419,000 fry were

hatched and planted. The fry have been widely distributed, plants

having been made at numerous points in this harbor and on both

sides of Vineyard Sound and Buzzard's Bay, and also at Province-

town, Plymouth and Sagamore in this State, and off Newport, R. I.,

and Noank and Stonington, Conn.

Respectfully submitted, E. R. Locke,

Superintendent.

U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries,

Gloucester, Mass., Nov. 22, 1897.

Mr. E. A. Brackett, Chairman Board of Commissioners of Fish and

Game.

Dear Sir :— I herewith submit a summary of the lobster work at

Gloucester, Mass., station during the past season.

Collections of egg-bearing lobsters were made from Essex to Co-

hasset, Mass., the larger part of them being received from Boston

and vicinity. The first eggs were received April 19, and from then

till July 12, when the last eggs were received, 3,052 lobsters were

collected, which yielded 30,194,000 eggs. From these were hatched

26,424,000 fry, which were distributed in Massachusetts waters,

from Rockport to Boston. Besides the above, 24,338,000 eggs were

received from 2,158 lobsters collected in Maine and New Hampshire

waters. From these were hatched 21,445,000 fry, 9,780,000 of

which were planted in Massachusetts waters.

Very respectfully, C. G. Corliss,

Superintendent.
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Mongolian Pheasants.

The rearing and distribution of these birds during the past

year has been fairly successful, the only drawback being the

unprecedented wet and cold weather during the early part of

the breeding season, which proved fatal not only to the early

broods of pheasants, but all ground birds appear to have suffered

from it.

As the Mongolian pheasants have come to stay, whatever

information may tend to facilitate their introduction is impor-

tant. We have, therefore, spared neither time nor expense to

find the simplest and most effective way of breeding them.

As has been heretofore stated, great numbers of English or

ordinary ring-neck pheasants are annually bred in Europe.

According to the best publications on this subject, and confirmed

by breeders with whom we have personally conferred, the young

of this variety are fed on hard-boiled eggs or custard mixed

more or less with chopped vegetables. A well-known English

breeder states that he raises from forty to sixty per cent. Not

only in our own experience, but in that of all others of whom
we know who have attempted to raise the Mongolian pheasant,

this food has proved a failure, and it was not until the intro-

duction of maggots as food that they were successfully bred in

confinement. So pronounced is this, that it is only necessary

to know what a breeder is feeding his chicks to know which

variety he has.

Not only is the feeding of larvse necessary, but it is much
cheaper than the eggs and custard. Six sheep's plucks a day,

costing from three to five cents each (according to locality),

will provide food for three hundred chicks, until old enough

to feed on scalded grain.

Larvce for Food.

It is necessary, throughout the breeding season, to provide a

good stock of breeding flies, for they lay their eggs and die.

If their increase is not provided for, the whole neighborhood

will become exhausted of them. The varieties we most en-

courage are the blue-bottle fly and the flesh fly, the latter being

the most desirable. In the beginning we had only the blue-
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bottle ; now more than one-third are the flesh fly. As the

larvse of the latter are much larger, it is easy to separate them

with suitable screens, allow them to change into the pupa

state and hatch as many as may be required. Six plucks will

give from six to eight quarts of maggots. Placed in pans in

a refrigerator, at from 40° to 45°, development is arrested

and they may be kept for weeks. We usually have from one

to two bushels on hand, to provide against stormy or cold

weather when flies are not out.

In our early experiments we found the stench from decaying

meat almost unbearable, and we were liable to be complained

of as a nuisance. We tried deodorizing, with no effect.

Either the plant must be abandoned or moved to some other

locality (neither of which could be done, and carry out the

contemplated work), or some other method of raising larvse

must be devised. We were therefore compelled to a scientific

study of the nature and habits of the fly. It was soon discov-

ered that flies do not lay their eggs on tainted meat. They are

clean feeders from choice, and thrive better on fresh meat.

Giving the flies fresh meat, and feeding the maggots on thinly

sliced fresh meat twice a day, giving them no more than they

will eat up clean, the disagreeable odor can be almost entirely

overcome. Without entering further into detail of this labora-

tory, which has attracted the attention of several scientists, we

append the statement of Mr. Kirkland, as showing the possi-

ble results of such an establishment.

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Committee on the Gypsy Moth, Insects and Birds,

Office of the Director of Field Work,
17 Russell Street, Malden, Sept. 20, 1897.

Hon. E. A Brackett, Chairman Fish and Game Commission, Winchester,

Mass.

My Dear Sir : — In fulfilment of my promise to furnish you some

notes on the common blow-flies, I send you the following :
—

The species which furnish the greater part of the insect food of

your birds are the blue-bottle fly (Lucilia ccesar), the flesh fly (Sarco-

phaga carnaria) , and in small numbers the blue-tail fly (Calliphora

vomitoria) . All of these species commonly breed in animal matter.

The females hibernate in sheltered places, and emerge with the warm
weather of early spring to deposit their eggs.
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The flesh fly is responsible for the largest maggots. According to

Packard,* the females of this species, after being fertilized, retain

the eggs until they have hatched. They deposit large numbers of

living larvae on exposed meat and animal refuse. Professor Lugger f

states that single females of this species may give birth to 20,000 of

these larvae. Pieces of meat which I exposed August 1 were soon

infested by the larvae of this fly. The maggots were fully grown

August 6 and pupated August 7 and 8 ; the flies emerged August 24

and 25, thus showing that about twenty-four days are required at

this time of the year for the transformations of a brood. This period

of time will be found to vary, I believe, according to the prevailing

temperature, hot weather hastening, and cold weather retarding, the

development of the insects. If we should allow an average of twenty-

one days for each brood, seven broods would be possible in the five

months of May, June, July, August and September. Owing to the

variation in the length of the larval stage, where food is continually

supplied, as at your establishment, there are no well marked broods,

but a continual succession of maggots and flies.

The blue-bottle fly in point of numbers is the most common species

at your place. Unlike the flesh fly, this insect deposits eggs instead

of larvae, and, as you pointed out to me, exposed meat is soon

covered with masses of the eggs of this insect. In a short time the

eggs hatch and give rise to maggots, somewhat smaller than those

of the preceding species. Single females confined July 31 laid re-

spectively 74,143,223 eggs, but under normal conditions the num-

bers doubtless would have been larger. These eggs yielded imagoes

August 14 and 15, making the period required for the transformation

of this species about fourteen days. This would allow ten broods

during the months previously mentioned. As a matter of interest,

I have computed the unrestricted increase of a single fertilized female

during ten generations, allowing but 100 eggs per female and con-

sidering half of these to yield males,— conditions purely arbitrary

and hardly possible in nature, but giving somewhat surprising re-

sults. The first generation would have 100 larvae, developing to 50

males and 50 females ; the second generation would have 5,000

larvae ; and so on to the tenth generation, which would be represented

by 195,312,500,000,000,000 mature flies. Should we consider, for

the purpose of illustration, that nine of these flies would require one

square inch standing room, the tenth generation would make a belt of

flies over two hundred miles in width around the entire globe. While

the conditions that would afford such an unrestricted increase are

entirely inconceivable, yet the figures show the possibilities of the

* Packard, " Guide to the Study of Insects," 1880, page 408.

f Second Report of the Entomologist, Minnesota Experiment Station, 1896, page 156.
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reproductive powers of this insect. What wonder is it, then, that

these blow-flies speedily destroy the carcases of our largest animals ?

The third species mentioned (Calliphora vomitoria) was not very

abundant, and I was unable to make any notes on its development.

The life history of this insect, however, is known to be similar to that

of the blue- bottle fly.

I might add that the excellent arrangements which you have de-

vised for the rearing of dipterous maggots with which to feed your

birds are of more than ordinary interest, and seem in every way
adapted to obtain the desired results.

Yours very truly, A. H. Kirkland,

Assistant Entomologist.

Incubators,

In our last report attention was called to the probable results

from the use of incubators. Every one who has ever had any

considerable number of hens under his care must realize the

vexation and disappointment which constantly comes from

their waywardness ; and, what is even worse, treat them as you

may, they aie never entirely free from vermin. These pests

get on the young pheasants and destroy many of them before

they are old enough to keep themselves clean by dusting. So

annoying were all these things that we determined to get rid

of them if possible, and notwithstanding the assertion of

pheasant breeders that it was impossible to raise these birds

with incubator and brooder, we bought of Mr. Rankin a small

incubator, capable of carrying about two hundred eggs, a

plain, farmer-like machine, but too bulky and heavy for pheas-

ant eggs. We subsequently built two smaller incubators,

which we liked much better for the work. From the last one

we obtained a hatch of ninety-five per cent., and, notwith-

standing our inexperience, the entire hatch was from ten to

fifteen per cent, higher than from the average hens.

It is easy enough to hatch pheasant eggs in any good ma-

chine that will hatch hens' eggs, with this exception : the shell

of the pheasant egg is much closer grain and not so porous as

hens' eggs, and the moisture necessary to the latter proves

fatal to the former. Acting on the rule to put pans of water

in the egg chamber, we lost many pheasant eggs in the first

hatch. The chicks were so crowded in the shells that they

could not get out.
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Brooders.

There is no difficulty in hatching the eggs in any good in-

cubator, but the rearing of the young pheasants, either in the

brooder or under a hen, is not so easy. We made many and

some interesting experiments in raising them in brooders,

using mostly the Foster brooder. In the hands of so skilful a

man as Mr. Foster this can be used successfully with a limited

number of birds, but for extensive breeding of pheasants the

heat should be evenly distributed throughout the chamber of

the brooder and be self-regulating, as, if there is not sufficient

heat, or if any part is warmer than another, they will crowd

together and smother.

Outdoor brooders are not desirable for this work, as the

sudden changes of weather render it impossible to maintain an

even temperature ; and it is inconvenient and almost impossi-

ble to give the chicks proper care in stormy weather, while the

high winds that often occur are liable to disarrange things and

in some cases set fire to the brooder.

The result of the exhaustive investigations made during theo ©
past season have led to the construction of a brooder house,

partly covered with glass for the protection of very young

birds in cold and wet weather, and equipped with brooders

that are self-regulating and even in temperature. There is no

guess-work about it; the temperature, once established, can

be sustained with very little care. Our experience warrants

the conclusion that with proper incubators and brooders nine-

tenths of the cost and labor in rearing pheasants may be saved.

Experiments in this direction, but varying in methods, were

made by Mr. Ames of North Easton and by Mr. Foster of

Ashby (for the Fitchburg Rifle and Gun Club). Mr. Ames
hatched all the eggs in an incubator, and Mr. Foster took the

eggs from under hens when they began to hatch and put them

in the incubator, to avoid vermin. All the chicks were reared

in brooders. Both gentlemen acted in consultation with this

Board, and both were anxious to obtain as many birds as pos-

sible from their limited stock of breeders, and neither felt

disposed to run the risk of extended experiments in what is

now proved to be a new and important departure in rearing

pheasants. We append their reports.
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North Easton, Mass., Oct. 16, 1897.

E A. Brackett, Esq.

Dear Sir :— In answer to your letter, let me say that I have had

this year a little better success in raising pheasants than I did last.

I have now about one hundred young birds, all of which were raised

with the incubator and brooder. I have kept an accurate account of

all the eggs my hens have laid, the percentage of their fertility, pro-

portion of birds raised, etc., which I should be glad to show you at

any time. From a comparison of this account with the one which I

kept two years ago, I have proved, to my own satisfaction, that by

the employment of the incubator and brooder I have been able to

raise more birds, with less labor, than I could have done by setting

the eggs under hens.

My first hatch, of sixty-seven, all died within the first week. The

cause of this mortality was, I found when too late, that the tempera-

ture of the brooder had been kept too high. The cause of most of

my subsequent losses was cold and wet weather.

I shall keep all my young birds until spring, and then turn some of

them loose, reserving enough for future experiments. Unfortunately,

a large proportion of my birds are cocks.

Two or three wild broods have been seen about here, which goes to

show that the birds I turned loose two years ago have been able to

withstand our winters. I think that pheasants, in their wild state,

must lay earlier in the season than they do when in captivity ; for one

was brought in by a cat which was at least two weeks older than any

young birds I had.

Yours very sincerely, Hobart Ames.

Ashby, Mass., Sept. 22, 1897.

Replying to your request, would say that the Fitchburg Rifle and

and Gun Club continued their attempts to rear Mongolian pheasants,

and I have again had the care of them.

Of the birds raised last year only one was trapped for breeding.

During the season five pairs have been received from your yards.

They were bred in trios, and the two extra cocks were liberated in the

spring, that they might breed with the hens that are known to have

lived over from last year's breeding. Of the six hens at the start

three died about June 1. The first egg was laid April 12 ; the last,

August 4 ; total number of eggs, 217. Of this number, the two hens

in yard No. 1 laid 110. All the eggs were set under hens, and 154



*

1897.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 25. 17

chicks were hatched ; 66 of these are now alive and doing well. The

rearing has been done entirely with the brooder mentioned in your

report last year. The successful bill of fare has been a liberal sup-

ply of tender lettuce, clean maggots and custard, carefully fed. All

have been kept yarded and the hens (about 30) will be kept and bred

from next year.

Respectfully, H. R. Foster.

Secretary I. O. Converse, of the Fitchburg Rifle and Gun
Club, writes as follows, under date of October 30 :

—

Several years ago, before there ever was such a thing as a Mongo-

lian pheasant in New England, a few members of the Fitchburg Rifle

and Gun Club sent to Oregon and purchased five dozen pheasant eggs

and had them shipped here by express, but either they were sterile or

were shaken up too much in transit, for none of them hatched.

Last year we obtained some eggs from E. A. Brackett, chairman of

our State Commission of Inland Fisheries and Game. From these

eggs we raised 11 birds; 8 got away, leaving us 3. We obtained

another trio from Mr. Brackett last spring, and have now 70 fine full-

grown pure-breed Mongolian pheasants, all in beautiful plumage ; and

they are a sight to gladden the heart of the sportsman and the lover

of the beautiful in bird life.

We have had ups and downs in breeding these elegant birds, but

have now accomplished our desire. We can now rear these pure-breed

Mongolian pheasants with as much certainty as the ordinary poultry

man can raise his Plymouth Rocks. Harlow R. Foster of Ashby has

charge of our aviaries, and he has proven himself equal to the task,

and has reduced the rearing of these birds to a science. We now have

eight large double pens and a winter and a summer run for the birds.

In the coming season we shall have between 30 and 40 hens to collect

eggs from, and as they lay from 50 to 60 eggs in a season, we ought

to have " right smart" of these birds next fall.

Of those which got away and were liberated last spring, we know
of three broods that have bred wild here this season, and every few

days some one comes in and reports seeing some of the birds in our

fields and coverts.

The members of the club are doing a grand work in propagating

and releasing these elegant game birds, for they are not only a benefit

to the sportsman, but, as they work in fields to a large extent, and

are great insect destroyers, they will prove Of benefit to the crop

raiser in this vicinity. The club is doing a purely unselfish work, for

all of the birds will be liberated on public grounds, so they will be a
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benefit to the public at large as well as to members of the club. The

birds are very hardy, impervious to cold, and as game birds will tax

the skill of our sportsmen, and require the keenest of pointers and

setters to bring them to bag. We would be pleased to assist any

other club that is trying or would like to try to rear these lovely

birds.

We have released several this season and shall have quite a number

to breed wild next spring. We ask every one to refrain from molest-

ing or destroying in any wa}T any of these birds anywhere within our

State until the law goes off in 1900.
f

The distribution of Mongolian pheasants to parties who were

willing to take care of their breeding and turn out the young

birds in their respective localities has not proved as successful

as was anticipated. Although careful directions as to care and

breeding were given, a majority either lost their old birds or

failed to raise young ones. So far as stocking the State is con-

cerned, it would in most cases have been better to have set

them at liberty.

Two years ago we sent a trio of birds to Pittsfield, which

were placed with a man to breed them. When we visited him

in the fall wTe found his coops too high, and, having neglected

to clip the wings, one of the females had flown up against the

wire and was killed. At Mr. Stevenson's request we sent him

another bird, but for the two years he has failed to raise any.

The same experience is reported by others. To our inquiries

Mr. Stevenson sends the following letter. The statement that

the hens laid but nineteen eggs seems to us a mistake ; it is far

more likely that they were eaten by the birds.

Pittsfield, Mass., Nov. 6, 1897.

E. A. Brackett, Esq., Chairman, Winchester, Mass.

Dear Sir : — Have delayed answering your letter in order to learn

all I could about the pheasants placed out by Mr. F. G-. Crane of

Dalton.

I find about a dozen birds have been seen this season in Dalton,

near where the birds were first put out, and one hen with a large

brood of young just over the line in Pittsfield. Evidently the pheas-

ants will live here if let alone. They seem to stay around and near

cultivated lands, rather than go back on the hills.
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You will be interested to know that Mr. Zenas Crane has within a

short time turned out near his residence in Dalton two dozen pheas-

ants. They were purchased of Mr. Woodward in New York, and are

said to be Mongolians.

I am sorry to say we have again had no success in raising chicks

from the two you sent us. The hens laid but nineteen eggs, and

from these only five chicks were hatched, which lived but a few days.

With your permission we will let the three out next spring, and shall

hope they will improve on our experiment.

The woodcock and partridge do not seem to have been as plenty as

usual this year, but trout have done well for us, so that fishing has

been better than the past few seasons.

Yours truly, J. M. Stevenson.

Nine pairs have been liberated in Winchester, besides a num-

ber of surplus cocks, some of which, having no mates, have

wandered away. In the last two years a number of broods

have been reported in the vicinity within a mile or so of where

they were let out, and there is not a week that we do not hear

of one or more being seen. We regret to say that several have

been killed by gunners. During the early part of November

four persons were arrested and each lined twenty dollars and

costs of court for killing pheasants. Other cases are known,

and investigation may lead to evidence to convict.

Through the kindness of Mr. S. Forehand of Worcester the

Mongolian pheasants were placed in the hands of the commis-

sioners for the purpose of stocking the State ; and the fact that

we were the first to establish a successful method of artificially

breeding them has led to an extensive correspondence through-

out the United States, not excepting Oregon, from whence our

birds were obtained. Not being permitted to send them out

of the State, we have sometimes referred parties to the State

game warden of Oregon, who, as will be seen by the appended

letter, seems to appreciate the flooding of his office with cor-

respondence :
—

Portland, Oregon, Nov. 3, 1S97.

Hon. E. A. Brackett, Fish Commissioner, Winchester, Mass.

Dear Sir : — The Mongolian pheasant continues to thrive and in-

crease in this State, where they were first introduced as a game bird

on the American Continent. This increase is the more remarkable
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because of the failure of the Legislature to provide adequate laws and

funds for their protection. They have become the favorite market

bird in this city, over ten thousand having been sold here last year

during the one month that market sales are permitted by law (Octo-

ber 15 to November 15).

There is a great demand for these birds, for stocking purposes,

from nearly every State in the Union, scores of letters being received

at this office every week, making inquiries as to their habits and how
they can be obtained. The demand has now become greater than the

supply, as only birds bred and raised in confinement can be legally

shipped out of the State, and then only upon affidavit of the shipper

that the birds are such as to entitle them to shipment.

I have no doubt that the effort made by your commission and other

enterprising citizens, to stock your State with this, the greatest game
bird on earth, will prove successful.. All that is necessary is wise

protective laws strictly enforced, prohibiting their killing for five or

six years, to thoroughly establish them.

Your climate is colder than ours, and the environment in your State

not as favorable for their rapid increase ; but they are a hardy, pro-

lific bird, and I feel confident that they will gain a foothold if given a

fair chance.

HOLLISTER D. McGuiRE,
State Fish and Game Protector, Oregon.

Believing that the introduction of these birds is of great im-

portance to both farmer and sportsman, we have given con-

siderable space to recording, in part, what has been done in

the care and breeding of them.

For assistance in this work the State is under obligations to

Mr. Hobart Ames of North Easton, Dr. White of Sandwich,

the Fitchburg Rifle and Gun Club, the Milford Gun Club,

Senator Woodfall and many others who have freely given time

and money for the public good.

Game.

In our last report we called attention to the importance of a

change in the game laws and the better enforcement of the

same. In many respects our game laws are inferior to those of

a majority of States where game is protected.

A few persons engaged in the cold-storage business are al-

lowed to keep game and sell it after closed season has begun.

They claim that they purchase very little that is killed in this
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State, and never any that is killed here after the closing of

the season, but do not deny that they receive it in large quan-

tities from other States, whether killed in or out of season they

do not know, but they do know that much of it is sent in direct

violation of laws which forbid the transportation out of said

States.

That these men are honest in their statements, that they do

not purchase game out of season, we do not doubt, and if the

a traffic stopped with them, there might be little cause to com-

plain ; but they sell to hundreds of dealers for whom they can-

not be responsible, many of whom do not hesitate to buy game

unlawfully taken. Consequently the system of cold storage

vitiates the laws for protection and renders it difficult to enforce

them.

The game in this State is worth as much and more than the

inland fisheries, and it is to be regretted that efficient means are

not adopted, not only for its maintenance, but for its increase.

The open season is too long for the limited amount of game in

this thickly settled State.

Last year we recommended a bill to prohibit the sale of all

inland game for a term of five years, and to abolish snaring.

Subsequently a bill was offered which was far more stringent,

but, as it was a local law, covering only a small part of the

State, with but little opposition it was enacted by the Legisla-

ture. We have heard of nothing but good results from this

law, the only objections being from outside parties, complain-

ing because they were not included in said reservation.

The following letter is of interest to all who are anxious to

preserve our birds and game :
—

Rockport, Mass., October, 1897.

Dear Mr. Brackett : — I simply desire to remind you of the

promise to send me more of the Mongolian pheasants this fall. I

k learn that you have had excellent success this year, and desire to

obtain several pairs to carry through the winter and then in the spring

liberate them here in our " Cape Ann preserve," for such it is proving.

There never was a law enacted that received more respect than the

one making our Cape a reservation. It is working wonders ; we have

seen more birds this year than for many years, — so much so that one

would almost believe that the birds themselves knew of the restrictive

law. I attribute the increase to the discontinuance of shooting and
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consequent taming of the birds which is particularly noticeable.

When the law was enacted I was frequently told that it would amount

to nothing ; that the Italians and Finns— workmen in the quarries —
would continue shooting Sundays, as they were in the habit of doing.

The selectmen had some large notices printed on cloth, which were

posted through the woods, warning violators, and wonderful have

been the results. So well has this law succeeded here that I sincerely

hope that some other sections of the State will ask for the same pro-

tection this winter. I believe that in this way we can finally accom-

plish what the marketmen have prevented in other ways.

I am sorry to say that I have not been so successful with my
pheasants as I wished or expected. I have one pair of the old birds,

— the other pair died, — and have raised four young ones. These

are beauties, strong and healthy. I trust you can send me several

pairs to winter for the reservation, which will be a good place to start

them.
Very truly yours, J. Loring- Woodfall.

In the Appendix will be found the bulletin of the " Rod and

Gun Club of Massachusetts," and also the report of Deputy

Wm. Quiggle, appointed by the commission and acting under

pay from this club. We earnestly recommend to all clubs in

the Commonwealth the example set by this one for the sup-

pression of illegal fishing and shooting.

We also extend our hearty thanks to the large number of

voluntary deputies, who have done excellent work without

compensation from the State, for the time and money they

have expended in enforcing the laws. Reports received from

62 of these deputies show 68 arrests, 63 convictions, and fines

amounting to $1,476.

The attention of sportsmen is called to the fact that, owing

to the indiscriminate slaughter of game, and other depreda-

tions committed by irreponsible parties calling themselves

sportsmen, the farmers in some localities are, in self-defense,

posting their land. In one town, containing some of the best

shooting in the State, steps have been taken to post more than

four-fifths of the land, and appoint and pay an efficient man to

protect it.

We recommend a shorter open season, and the prohibition

of the sale of all inland game killed in this Commonwealth.

Something should be done to prevent the pot-hunter and suarer
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from carrying on his destructive work. The taking of game

with the aid of a ferret is prohibited, but the possession of a

ferret in field or wood should be prima facie evidence of intent

to use it. The Sunday law is defective and very difficult to

enforce, and should be amended so as to include any person

found in wood or field with firearms on that day.

It is now allowed by law to kill deer during the month of

November, except on the Cape. As they are appearing in

| considerable numbers in various sections of the State, we
recommend that they be protected for a term of years. In

response to the demand from all parts. of the State for the bet-

ter enforcement of the fish and game laws, we recommend an

appropriation for the payment of deputies for that purpose.

An act was passed by the last Legislature for the better

protection of song and insectivorous birds, but it was rendered

inoperative by the decision of the Attorney-General that it

covered only birds killed in the State. We recommend an

amendment to this act.

E. A. BRACKETT,
I. C. YOUNG,
E. D. BUFFINGTON,

Board of Commissioners of Inland Fisheries and Game.

*



I



APPENDIX

*





[A.]

List of Fish Commissioners

U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries, Washington, D. C.

John J. Brice, Commissioner.

Irving H. Dunlap, Chief Clerk.

W. de C. Ravenel, Assistant in charge of Division of Fish Culture.

Dr. Hugh M. Smith, Assistant in charge of Division of Inquiry respecting

Food Fishes.

Charles H. Townsend, Assistant in charge of Division of Statistics and

Methods of the Fisheries.

Arkansas.

H. H. Rottaken, Little Rock.

W. B. Worthen, Little Rock.

California.

Alex. T. Vogelsang, President, . . . San Francisco.

J. M. Morrison, Sacramento.

C. B. Jones, Oakland.

Address, California Fish Commission, 78 Flood Building, San Francisco, Cal.

Colorado.

Forest, Game and Fish.

I. S. Swan, ....... Denver.

Connecticut.

Fish and Game.

Hubert Williams, President, . . . Salisbury (Lakeville P.O.)

Abbott C. Collins, Secretary, . . . Hartford.

I
James A. Bill, Treasurer, .... Lyme (Bill Hill P.O.)

Delaware
Stanley Short, Milford.

Dr. E. B. Shortlidge, Supt. of Hatcheries, . Wilmington.

Georgia.

Capt. J. D. Edmondson, Supt. of Fisheries, La Grange.
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Illinois.

Game Wardens.

Geo. A. Poole, Peoria.

H. W. Lovejoy, Chicago.

Fish and Game.

S. P. Bartlett, Quincy.

N. A. Cohen, Urbana.

A. Leuke, Chicago.

Indiana.

Z. T. Sweeney, Columbus.

Iowa.

Geo. E. Delevan, Spirit Lake.

Ole Bjornson, ...*....
Kansas.

J. W. Shultz, Wichita.

Maine.

Fish and Game.

L. T. Carleton, Augusta.

Henry O. Stanley, Dixfield.

Chas. E. Oak, ....... Caribou.

0. B. Whitten, Sea and Shore Fisheries, . . Portland.

Maryland.
James C. Tawes, East Shore, .... Crisfield.

John E. Gnagey, West Shore, .... Accident.

T. Only Morris, Game Warden,.... Baltimore.

Massachusetts.

Fish and Game.

E. A. Brackett, Winchester.

1. C. Young, Wellfleet.

E. D. Buffington, Worcester.

Michigan.

H. W. Davis, President, Grand Rapids.

Geo. D. Mussey, Secretary, Detroit.

Herschel Whittaker, Detroit.

F. B. Dickerson, ....... Detroit.

Seymour Bower, Superintendent, . . . Detroit,

Office, 78 Moffett Building, Detroit.
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Minnesota.

Fish and Game

W. S. Timberlake, .

C. S. Benton, Secretary, .

F. von Bauutbach,

Wm. Bird,

W. H. Morgan, Superintendent,

S. F. Fullerton, Executive Agent,

St. Paul.

St. Cloud.

Alexandria.

Fairmount.

St. Paul.

St. Paul.

Missouri.

Game and Fish.

A. J. D. Burford, Chief Warden,

122 Deputy Wardens.

Burfordsville.

Nebraska.

Wm. L. May, President, Omaha.
Robert S. Oberfelder, Secretary, . . . Sidney.

J. S. Kirkpatrick, Lincoln.

M. E. O'Brien, Sup't of Hatcheries, . . . South Bend.

New Hampshire.

Fish and Game.

Nath'l Wentworth, Hudson Centre.

W. T. Shurtleff, Lancaster.

F. L. Hughes, Ashland.

New Jersey.

Fish and Game.

Geo. Pfeiff'er, Jr., Camden.
H. P. Frothingham, Mt. Arlington.

P. W. Page, Summit.

Geo. L. Smith, Newark.

I
New York.

Fish, Game and Forest.

Barnet H. Davis, President, .... Palmyra.

Hendrick S. Holden, Syracuse.

Wm. R. Reed, Potsdam.

Charles H. Babcock, Rochester.

Edward Thompson, Northport, L. I.

Charles A. Taylor, Assistant Secretary, . . Albany.
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Ohio.

Fish and Game.

Geo. Falloon, President, . Athens.

L. H. Reutinger, Secretary, . . Athens.

E. H. Shorb, . . . Van Wert
Albert Brewer , . . . . . Tiffin.

J. W. Owens,

.

. Newark.

J.C.Burnett,.

Oregon.

. Sabina.

H. D. M'Guire, Fish and Game Protector, . Portland.

Pennsylvania.

Fish Commission.

S. B. Stillwell, President, Scranton.

H. C. Demuth, ....... Lancaster

Louis Streuber, . Erie.

James W. Correll, Easton.

D.P. Corwin, Secretary, 609 Lewis Building, . Pittsburg.

James A. Dale, Corresponding Secretary, . . York.

Pennsylvania Game Commission.

Wm. M. Kennedy, President,

Coleman K. Sober,

E. B. Westfall,

James H. Worden,

Irving A. Stearns, .

Charles Haebner, .

Dr. B. H. Warren, Sec'y and State Zoologist,

Allegheny City.

Lewisburg.

Williamsport.

Harrisburg.

Wilkesbarre.

Philadelphia.

Harrisburg.

Rhode Island.

J. M. K. Southwick, Newport,

Wm. P. Morton, Secretary, Johnstown.

II. T. Root, Providence.

C. W. Willard, Westerly.

A. D. Roberts, Woonsocket.

H. C. Bumpus, Ph.D., Brown University, . . Providence.

South Carolina.

A. W. Jones, . Abbeville.

Utah.

John Sharp, Fish and Game Warden, Salt Lake City.
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John W. Titcomb, .

Horace W. Bailey, .

Dr. J. W. Bowdoin,

A. L. Little, .

Vermont.

Fish and Game.

Virginia,

Washington.

St. Johnsbury.

Newbury.

Bloxam, Accomack Co.

Tacoma.

Wisconsin,

Edwin E. Bryant, President,

Calvert Spensley,

James J. Hogan,

Wm. J. Starr, .

Currie J. Bell,

Dr. E. A. Birge,

Henry D. Smith,

James Nevin, .

James T. Ellarson, Fish and Game Warden, Madison.

Wyoming.

Fish and Game.

Gustave Schnitger,...... Laramie.

Madison.

Mineral Point.

La Crosse.

Eau Claire.

Bayfield.

Madison.

Appleton.

Madison.

[B.]

List of Ponds Leased

By the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries, under Authority given by

Chap. 384, Sect. 9, of the Acts of 1869.
1879.

July 1. Fresh Pond, in Falmouth, to Thomas H. Lawrence, 20 years.

1883.

April 6. Fresh Pond, in Tisbury, to Allen Look and others, 15 years.

23. Keyes Pond, in Westford, to M. H. A. Evans, 15 years.

May 8. Singletary Pond, in Sutton and Millbury, to towns of Sutton

and Millbury, 15 years.

7. The Great Pond, in Ashfield, to town of Ashfield, 15 years.

1884.

July 17. Farm Pond, in Cottage City, to John C. Hamblin and others, 15

years.

Aug. 30. Sand Pond, in Ayer, to inhabitants of Ayer, 15 years.

Sept. 5. Great Pond, in North Andover, to inhabitants of North Andover,

15 years.
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[G]

Report of Superintendent of Hatcheries.

Marion, Dec. 4, 1897.

Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— In making my report as superintendent of hatch-

eries, I will state briefly what has been done during the past year

and what I think should be done in the coming year.

The 800,000 eggs put on the trays last season hatched with a loss

of only 10 per cent., and there were distributed from the Sutton,

Winchester and Hadley hatcheries last May 700,000 good healthy

fry.

The trouble met with last year in the new runway below the Sutton

dam has been remedied by putting in a plank bottom, which gives

now a water-tight runway 130 feet long by 8 feet wide, divided into

five compartments, carrying water from one to two feet deep.

The two ponds have been greatly benefited by removing large

quantities of a kind of vegetable ooze that has been accumulating

for a long time, the surrounding grounds also have been considerably

improved.

The fish are very slow in running to the trap this year, and up to

the present time we have taken only 400,000 eggs. The condition of

the fish was very good up to about two months ago, when fungus be-

gan to show, and consequently we lost quite a number. The fish

will all be examined very closely this year, disposing of all showing

any signs of fungus, and putting back in the pond only perfectly

healthy fish.

In order to free the Hadley pond of suckers and pout, I drew off

the pond in March and let it remain until November before flowing

again ; I had the embankment at the dam covered with sod and muck,

so as to avoid any gravelly spots for the fish to deposit their eggs

upon.

After distributing our fry in the spring, I screened off a place in

the stream below the dam and put in a few thousand fry, but owing

to a freshet in July, the worst known for forty years, everything in

<
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the lowlands was overflowed, and in consequence many of the fry were

swept away. I only succeeded in putting into the pond this year 365

fingerlings, ranging from four to six inches in length. To avoid any

such trouble, I have put in a new four-inch iron gate at the dam, so as

to take water from the lower part of the pond to run."the contemplated

yard or pen for growing young fish, and be independent of the over-

flow from the pond.

Some change should be made at the Sutton pond ; there is a por-

tion at its head that is very shallow. During the hot summer months

the water covering this section becomes warm and sluggish, and is

forced down into the lower part of the pond where the fish congregate

in the deep and cooler water. To prevent this, a dam can be thrown

across the pond so as to flow the back part about two feet deeper, or

the same can be filled in, leaving a channel wide enough to take the

water from the head, directly to the deeper part of the pond ; the

difference in the two plans suggested being that, while the former will

give more pond surface, the latter will give about the same as is used

at present, but with more aeration. By driving pipes I think we can

get flowing wells in each of the compartments of the runway, which

will be a great improvement on the present way of using the overflow

from the pond.

There is considerable work that should be done at the Hadley

hatchery during the coming year. A dam and a trap should be built

at the head of the pond ; a pen or yard should be constructed below the

dam for young growing fish, the grounds around the building should

be graded and seeded down, and the road to the highway widened and

in some places filled in. I would also suggest that about two thou-

sand fingerlings be put in the pond.

The following shows the distribution of trout fry from the different

hatcheries.

Respectfully submitted, John W. Delano.

Distribution of Trout Fry, 1897.

From Winchester. J. C. Hartshorne, for waters in

A. S. Backus, for waters in Barnsta- Wakefield.

ble. Oscar Stowell, for waters in Lynn-
John S. Nicholson, for waters in field.

Hyannis.

Geo. E. Keith, for waters in Bridge-
Geo. H. Maynard, for waters in

Hudson.
water.

H. K. Perkins, for waters in Bridge-
Robert Gowing, for waters in Pea-

body.
water.
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Distribution of Trout Fry— Continued.

Alex B. Clark, for waters in Pea-

body.

Chas. A. Wiggins, for waters in

Peabody.

Anson L. Clark, for waters in Ips-

wich.

Frank E. Hodgdon, for waters in

Ipswich.

J. A. Blake, for waters in Rowley.

A. L. Savory, for waters in Rowley.

F. R. W hitch er, for waters in Ames-

bury.

Chris Holmes, for waters in Dracut.

J. Watts Whitman, for waters in

Dracnt.

C. A. Mitchell, for waters in Chelms-

ford.

G. A. Coburn, for waters in Chelms-

ford.

C. L. Smith, for waters in Chelms-

ford.

Frank J. Ladd,for waters in Tewks-

bury.

Wm. A. Lang, for waters in Chelms-

ford.

M. L. Soper, for waters in Tyngs-

borough.

Edmund Sumner, for waters in

City Mills, Norfolk.

L. G. McKnight, for waters in Tem-
pleton.

L. G. McKnight, for waters in Gard-

ner.

L. G. McKnight, for waters in Ash-

burnham.

L. G. McKnight, for waters in Win-

chendon.

G. H. Kelton, for waters in Peters-

ham.

F. D. Gafney, for waters in Peters-

ham.

W. H. Frost, for waters in Athol.

Chas. Holt, for waters in Athol.

J. S. Harwood, for waters in Phil-

lipston.

C. W. Bates, for waters in Phillips-

ton.

L. E. Turner, for waters in Temple-
ton.

C. W. Burton, for waters in Adams.
C. J. Noble, for waters in Windsor.

W. S. Jenks, for waters in Bassett

and Cheshire.

Geo. F. Sayles, for waters in Savoy.

From Sutton.

Chas. E. F. Higgins, for waters in

Paxton and Carruth.

Thomas P. Brown, for waters in

Rutland.

Chas. L. Allen, for waters in Worces-

ter.

E. D. Buffi ngton, for waters in

Worcester.

R. B. Dodge, for waters in Charlton.

Wm. F. Tucker, for waters in Ware.

W. C. Hamilton, for waters in Au-
burn.

W. C. Hamilton, for waters in Prince-

ton.

Forrest W. Forbes, for waters in

Westborough.

Richard Fay Parker, for waters in

Westborough.

Geo. A. Colony, for waters in Fitch-

burg.

E. H. Spencer, for waters in Fitch-

burg.

D. C. Luther, for waters in Spencer.

C. V. Dudley, for waters in Whitins-

ville.

Benj. Smith, for waters in Dalton. .

Benj. Smith, for waters in Hinsdale.

Benj. Smith, for waters in Lanes-

borough.

Benj. Smith, for waters in Pittsfield.

Benj. Smith, for waters in Hancock.

Benj. Smith, for waters in Berkshire.

Chas. F. Rice, for waters in Grafton. >

<
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Distribution of Trout Fry— Concluded.

Wm. F. Wheeler, for waters in Hub-
bardston,

F. M. Johnson, for waters in South

Amherst.

Seth P. H. Hale, for waters in Wil-

liamsville.

A. D. Moore, for waters in Belcher-

town.

F. M. Aldrich, for waters in Mendon.

Stillman Russell, for waters in East

Douglas.

W. L. Hubbard, for waters in Prince-

ton.

L. W. West, for waters in Hadley.

James Anderson, for waters in

Springfield.

E. B, Hodskins, for waters in Spring-

field.

From Hadley.
C. M. Pettingill, for waters in Cum-
mington.

Wm. H. Foote, for waters in West-

field.

Fred Champney, for waters in North

Adams.

G. H. Perkins, for waters in West-

field.

L. D. Bailey, for waters in Shelburne

Falls.

C. H. Smith, for waters in Easthamp-

ton.

E. C. Frost, for waters in Shelburne

Falls.

Geo. S. Bnckner, for waters in East-

hampton.

T. M. Welles, for waters in Williams-

burg.

J. G. Brown, for waters in Shelburne

Falls.

Albert W. Mann, for waters in Shel-

burne Falls.
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P.]

Reports of Deputies.

Marion, Dec. 4, 1897.

Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — In submitting my report as deputy, I will again

call your attention to the large decrease in the lobster catch. I have

received many returns from fishermen in the business last year, who
report not fishing this year. One party has written me that, owing

to the scarcity of lobsters and the increase of fishermen, he has set

no traps this year, and, unless further legislation is enacted for the

better protection of the lobster, there will be a continual decrease

until they are exterminated. When such statements as the above are

received from men who have made fishing a business, and the fact

that the lobster catch has fallen off from 1,600,000 in 1890 to about

900,000 for the present year, it must be apparent to all that addi-

tional legislation must be enacted to save the lobster fishery from

becoming an industry of the past.

There is a class of fishermen who, looking only to the present and

caring nothing for the future, will violate the laws and run their

chances ; if caught, pay their fines and continue the same business.

To reach this class of people and compel them to conduct their busi-

ness lawfully, is why further legislation is needed. I have spent

considerable time looking after the violations of the lobster laws,

and have had parties in court during the year who have paid fines

amounting to $325.

There has been a large decrease in the number of returns sent in

from the net and pound fishermen, and a corresponding decrease in

most of the kinds of fish taken.

In accordance with chapter 208 of the Acts of 1897, I have, under

your directions, stocked a number of the great ponds of the Com-
monwealth with white perch. I found that fish about four inches

long could be transported with less loss than any others, and, while

there were plenty of perch in the pond where we did the seining, we

met with considerable trouble in getting just the size of fish we

(
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wanted. Five and six cans were taken at each shipment, with fifty

fish to a can, and in all shipments but one were turned into the ponds

in good order, the reported loss not being over four fish to the can.

The total number of perch shipped was 2,500, with a total reported

loss in transportation of 128.

The following is a list of the towns and ponds in which the fish

were deposited.

Respectfully, John W. Delano.

Ponds stocked with White Perch, 1897.

Upper Falls Pond, Attleborough.

Lower Falls Pond, Attleborough.

Merrimachi Pond, Attleborough.

Bungay Pond, Attleborough.

Archies Pond, Wrentham.
Whiting Pond, Wrentham.

Machine Works Pond, Whitinsville.

Gull Pond, Wellfleet.

Leaches Pond, North Chelmsford.

Lake Attitash, Amesbury.

Lake Quannapowitt, Wakefield.

Reservoir Pond, Winchester.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :—As one of your deputies, I respectfully submit the

following report for the year 1897.

Notwithstanding the frequent arrest and punishment of catchers of

short lobsters along the north shore, the business of destroying un-

dersized lobsters by the catchers has continued the present season

with little if any abatement. The catcher feels secure in his opera-

tions, as his work of destruction is committed while in his boat, at a

safe distance from the shore. At the approach of an officer, or a

stranger, his stock of broken tails and meat is immediately dumped
into the water, thus obliterating all traces of his illegal work. His

loss from the process of dumping is small, as he only receives two

dollars per hundred from the dealer in lobster meat for the tails of

lobsters thus destroyed. Many short lobsters are taken by fishermen

and others who use the folding iron hoop trap in the bays and

harbors along the north shore in the breeding season, when lobsters

are found more numerous near the shore. None of this class of

catchers make any returns of their catch, claiming they are not en-

gaged in the taking of lobsters as a business. Hundreds of the fold-

ing iron hoop traps are in use during the month of June, July and

August, and thousands of undersized lobsters are destroyed. Several

of these parties have been arrested and fined for taking short lobsters.

As the folding iron hoop trap is only used in the bays and harbors,

near the shore, it would seem to be justifiable, and in the interest of

all legitimate lobster catchers, and a means of further protection of the
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lobster industry, to prohibit the use of the folding iron hoop trap in

the taking of lobsters.

I desire to again call the attention of the Board of Commissioners

to the importance of a law regulating the space between the slats of

lobster traps, thus affording undersized lobsters an opportunity to

escape. Such an act by the Legislature would seem to be quite as

proper and as useful as are those regulating the size of mesh to be

used in the different inland fisheries.

The observance of the close season in relation to the shooting of

partridge, quail and woodcock shows a decided improvement. A
better class of hunters and sportsmen seem to have taken the place of

the pot-hunters and poachers of former days. Only three complaints

have been sent me of parties attempting to take partridge by means
of snares, one from Norfolk County, one in Essex County and one in

Worcester County. In one instance it was claimed that the person

setting the snares was not violating the law, as he was using snares

on his own premises. To allow a person to engage in a business

simply because he is the owner of the premises, when under other

conditions his business would be regarded in law as a crime, may
properly be called class legislation, and unworthy of a place on the

statutes. Such an act should be repealed.

The efforts of the State Board of Fish and Game Commissioners

to stock the forests of the State with the Mongolian pheasant as a

game bird has thus far proved a success. Many flocks of young

birds have been seen this season. One flock was seen in the woods

near Newburyport, a distance of twenty-five miles from where the

breeding birds were liberated. At Danvers and North Andover

flocks have been seen, and several flocks of young birds have fre-

quently been seen in the vicinity of the Middlesex Fells Park. Com-

plaints were forwarded to me of persons shooting pheasants at

Danvers, West Newbury, Newburyport and Watertown. The several

parties were arrested and convicted. It has been ascertained, beyond

any question of doubt, that the Mongolian pheasant is one of the few

insect-eating birds that will devour the gypsy moth. This fact alone

would seem to be sufficient to encourage their further propagation

and protection.

Respectfully, B. P. Chadwick,
Deputy Commissioner.

Bradford, Nov. 15, 1897.

The following are a portion of the reports from our volunteer

deputies, showing the condition of fish and game and the tone

of popular sentiment in regard thereto, in all sections of the

State :
—
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Amesbury, Mass., Nov. 9, 1897.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — I herewith submit my report as deputy.

With the assistance of the local game wardens, farmers and the

sportsmen, there has been very little illegal fishing or shooting in my
immediate vicinity. I arrested two men early in the season for sein-

ing, and they were find $20 each ; being poor men, with families, I

refunded them my fees ($20). This put a stop to the using of seines

illegally.

The use of a hand or dip net should be prohibited. The yellow

perch is our principal food fish ; they run up the streams in schools

early in the season and are dipped out in large quantities. I shall

try to have the law changed at the next session of our Legislature.

The first of the season I had a lot of notices printed, prohibiting

shooting ; with consent and assistance of the farmers I posted these

where I knew grouse, woodcock and quail were in the habit of breed-

ing. Although I spent about every Sabbath during close time in

watching these places, 1 believe the notices accomplished more than

a half-dozen deputies could. The result has been, grouse, woodcock,

quail and snipe have been unusually plenty with us this season,

although the sportsmen in adjoining towns report poor shooting.

Eternal vigilance on the part of wardens and deputies does the

business.

The snaring of game is almost unknown here. It would be a

serious mistake for whoever undertook this business ; no mercy would

be shown, as in the case of the poor seiners. I am a hunter and

have been a fish and game warden a number of years, so think I am
qualified to say that, compared with previous years, illegal fishing and

shooting with us is an unknown quantity.

Beside the time I have put in afoot and with my team, I have at-

tended one hearing before the fish and game committee at the State

House, have labored with legislators and senators in the interest of

fish and game protection, have visited the hatcheries at Winchester

three times for fish, etc., for stocking purposes, and have paid my
own expenses and have never received one cent from the State or

any other source.

Respectfully submitted, F. R. Whitcher,
Deputy.

Boston, Oct. 6, 1897.

The last bulletin was dated March 22, but the secretary (to tell

the truth) has been too busy to write bulletins. Every day has

counted, however, and the future will be influenced much by the

work of the past eight months.
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The whole State east of Worcester has been covered, largely on

foot; and correspondents, places to stop at when in the field, and

the most notorious poachers in the different towns, have been located.

The beginning of a system of "underground communication" has

been established, and we have already begun to make good use of it

;

so that we can quickly learn from reliable sources if any of the many
poachers begin to get to work, — in fact, three notorious ones have

gone to work at their trades this summer for the first time in years.

Several persons, but not many, found with guns in the woods dur-

ing the summer have been sent home, — and they all went.

We had one complaint, in July, of quail shooting, which was well

founded. It proved to be the work of a boy, and out of considera-

tion for his father, a respected citizen of the town, the matter was

dropped. The boy will probably do no more shooting out of

season.

In a postscript to the March bulletin mention was made of illegal

trout fishing, also of seining smelts. The club secured conviction in

both cases. In the trout fishing case the man was sent to jail, as he

did not see fit to pay $20 fine and costs,— and there is also another

story connected with the case. He got off easy, and there was no

more fishing in that locality until the law went off.

In the smelt seining business six persons were interested, and at

the trial in Hingham were all convicted, being fined $50 each and

costs. They were not satisfied, however, and appealed to the su-

perior court in Plymouth, where they had what did (apparently) suit

them, viz., $65 each, instead of the $50 at Hingham; and there

wasn't a man on the smelt spawning grounds all the rest of the

season, except our warden.

We had hoped to stop the spearing of black bass on their spawning

beds during the spring, but were not successful,— though not from

lack of endeavor. Better fortune next time.

Several complaints of snaring came with the opening season, and

at Burlington Charles A. and George H. Nichols were arrested on

September 22. The trial came off September 28, at Woburn, and

conviction and fine of $20 each, followed. In almost every case

there has been an interesting story, and this case was no exception.

It was hard to have our warden kicking his heels impatiently in the

bushes at Burlington, waiting for his man to turn up, while the secre-

tary was receiving notes and telephones every day from three other

places ; but he went as soon as he could to Dighton, and the trial of

Everett Horton comes off next Tuesday, for snaring. Your warden

is now in another locality, and it is not the pleasantest thing in the

world to lie in just one clump of bushes from daylight to dark, day

after day ; but if the snaring of our game can be stopped, it is worth
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much to us all, and far more than the money it costs to stop the

business.

During the summer, in response to many requests, one thousand

copies of the fish and game laws were printed, of which one hundred

remain.

The club may now consider itself " full-fledged," having arrived to

the dignity of being legatee. The amount was not large, but the

$23.69 will be spent for the right purpose and in the right way ; and

the thanks of the club go out to the Medford Shooting Club, and

the persons who suggested the legacy, for their thoughtful kindness.

Every week of the club's existence gives added testimony to the

good use to which we could put another warden. And, although the

members have done nobly in furnishing money for the work in hand,

yet again the secretary would ask the help of all, to make our mem-
bership two hundred. With two hundred members the annual sub-

scription of ten dollars will give us the services of two wardens all

the year, and extra help when needed. There are hundreds of

sportsmen who would gladly help on a good work, and we are doing

good work and want to do more and better.

The prospects for game this season seem more uncertain than

usual. In some sections partridges have done well, particularly in

portions of Essex, Middlesex and Worcester counties. In portions

of the above and in the southern counties they seem to be unusually

scarce. Woodcock are hardly as plentiful as usual, though of course

the flight birds will not be here for some time yet. Quail have, as a

rule, done well and there ought to be good shooting, particularly on

the Cape, from all appearances.

Henry J. Thayer,
Secretary Rod and Gun Club of Massachusetts.

Not. 9, 1897.

Hon. E A. Brackett, Chairman Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and
Game.

I have the honor of submitting my report of work done during the

past year.

During the past twelve months I have devoted my entire time,

weather permitting, to the enforcing of the laws of the Common-
wealth relating to fish and game, my expenses being paid, as hereto-

fore, by the Rod and Gun Club.

According to the wishes of the Rod and Gun Club, I have given

special attention to the patrolling of the woods and fields, and as

regards enforcing the laws relating to the inland fisheries and insect-

ivorous and game birds ; and have covered, mostly on foot, all that

portion of the State east of the city of Worcester.
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I have instituted prosecutions against five persons for violations of

the laws, and obtained conviction in every case, viz. :
—

Geo. W. Richardson of Walpole, trout out of season, fined

Chas A. Nichols of Burlington, snaring, fined

Geo. H. Nichols of Burlington, snaring, fined

Everett Horton of Dighton, snaring, fined . .

Jas. R. Mackay of Easton, snaring, fined

$20 00

20 00

20 00

40 00

20 00

Also I have advised and warned forty-two others found with

fishing implements or guns during close season.

Respectfully, W. E. Quiggle,

Deputy Commissioner.

Haverhill, Mass., Dec. 7, 1897.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — Since receiving my appointment, which came late

in the season, I have, with the aid of State Deputy Chadwick of your

board secured convictions of three persons for having pheasants in

their possession ; one case was put on file and two were fined $20

each. I have also secured the conviction of another party, who was

fined $20. Also one party for hunting with a ferret was fined $20,

and three cases, for having short lobsters, 13 in all, pleaded guilty

and paid fines amounting to $65. Also four cases for having 18 short

lobsters in all ; convicted, fined $90 ; appealed, Also one continued

case for 8 short lobsters ; the party was discharged.

Respectfully submitted, John H. Hersey.

Rockport, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

To E. A. Brackett, Chairman Commissioners of Massachusetts Inland

Fisheries and Game.

Dear Sir :— I will start my first annual report by saying that the

last session of our Legislature passed a law making it unlawful to kill

any land bird or animal on Cape Ann for a period of five years from

the passage of the act. It now looks as if this law would have the

effect of restocking our fields and covers with quail and partridge,

which were becoming very scarce. I have seen this fall more coveys

of quail i»nd partridge in larger numbers than for years, and in my
opinion, if the law is as well observed for the next four years as it



I

1897.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 25. 43

seems to be this, we shall have at the end of five years game enough

to make it worth while for sportsmen to hunt on Cape Ann. Senator

Woodfall and myself succeeded in raising four Mongolian pheasants

from the birds you sent us (three females and a cock), and with our

experience gained this year we hope to have better luck next season.

I have had no occasion to make any arrests for violation of the game

laws, but have answered a large number of questions in regard to

the laws, and I think that the fact of there being a game warden on the

Cape has had a good effect in restraining would-be violators of our

laws. One of the worst pests as regards the destruction of quail are

domestic cats, who have either run wild or have been deserted by

their owners, and are constantly on the lookout to pounce on a bird

from the covey as they are feeding in the fields. To prove this fact,

a few years ago as I was working a setter dog on quail the dog came

to a point, and in a hole in the wall were two small kittens and half

a quail which the old cat had brought to feed her young with. The

presence of a number of hounds in the woods in the summer and fall

running hares during the breeding season has the effect of reducing

the number of hares considerably as it prevents their breeding. I

think it would be a good idea to pass a law allowing game wardens to

shoot dogs found hunting in the woods during the close season, either

with or without their owners. If reappointed warden I shall use my
best efforts to have the laws enforced.

Eespectfully yours, Geo. W. Tufts,

Deputy.

Beverly, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

Commissioners Edward A. Brackett, Isaiah C. Young, Elisha D. Buf-
FINGTON.

Gentlemen :— In accordance with your request, I would respect-

fully submit the following report :
—

We have a few brook trout. In our ponds are black bass, pickerel

and perch. I think eighty per cent, of our pickerel taken through the

ice are spawn fish. What we especially need is a law prohibiting the

catching of pickerel through the ice for at least five years. That will

give them a chance to drop their spawn.

As regards game. Quail are quite plentiful for this section of the

State. For some reason partridge are scarce this year, but there

were lots of old birds left over. We have some little woodcock

shooting about this time (the migrating season). We also have a few

pheasants that have done pretty well, and if they can be protected

from the gunners this fall they ought to show up well in 1898.
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August 29 I went down to Baker's Island and called on Henry

Morse, the proprietor of the hotel, and looked over his supply of lob-

sters. Found about a hundred and fifty tails of mutilated lobsters

that had been scalded. We had him in court the following Friday,

but could not convict him. His counsel made it appear that the lob-

ster was cooked. The lobster fishermen take the short ones, break

off the tails and leave them in scalding water just long enough to

remove the shells. This process they call cooking. This point of

law that the lobster men use to screen themselves should be done

away with (namely, u When a lobster has been scalded it has been

through a process of cooking").

I have made no arrests, but have sent home several Sunday gunners.

There is plenty of work for the right man in this section if he could

put his whole time into it and receive sufficient remuneration for his

service. Much could be accomplished for fish and game protection,

and the work demands the undivided interest of some one.

I would like some posters on cloth relating to pheasants and their

close season, which I could nail up in different sections, so that gun-

ners might see them and not have ignorance as their plea. Many
hunters prefer to be ignorant, but a few posters would give them in-

formation and take away their excuse of ignorance.

Ezra S. Pierce.

Ipswich, Mass., Nov. 6, 1897.

To Edward A. Brackett, Chairman Department of Fisheries and Game,

State of Massachusetts.

Sir :—Herewith you will find, as you have directed, my report of

work as a deputy in the vicinity of Ipswich, Mass. I should like to

undertake the work next year, and hope for your favorable considera-

tion. I do believe in protecting the fish and game, and in the work of

your department. I can give you references if you want me to do so.

Respectfully, James A. Lord.
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Report of James A. Lord of Ipswich, Mass., 1897.

In Court.

Date.
Name. Complaint. Kemarks.

May 22, Proctor, Thomas, Violating clam law,

.

Fined $10 00.

May 22, Proctor, George, << a 10 00.

May 22, Mclntire, Alphone, «( << « 10 00.

May 22, Mclntire, Thomas, (< a " 10 00.

May 22, Burnham, America, << it 15 00.

May 25, Burnham, Otis, . " " Discharged.
May 25, Callahan, John, <( << (<

June 24, Callahan, John,

.

u a Fined $15 00.

Aug. 7, Mclntire, George, (( << » 10 00.

Aug. 7, Callahan John, .
(« (< " 15 00.

Aug. 7, Burnham, George, << << Placed on file.

Aug. 19, Richardson, Edward, <( (i Fined $10 00.

Oct. 16, Small, John, « (( " 10 00.

Oct. 16, Small, William, a c« « 10 00.

Oct. 6, Colman, Thomas, Violating smelt law, Referred to grand jury.
Oct. 6, Smith Charles, .

<< <( t< (( <<

Oct. 6, Cole, Peter, << << (i << <<

Oct. 14, Noyes, Eldon, .
<< << a a <(

Oct. 14, Mattron, Herbert " << (i (<

Ipswich, Nov. 15, 1897.

To the Board of Com?nissioners of Fish and Game,

Gentlemen : — In compliance with your request and in accordance

with the terms and conditions of my appointment, I herewith submit

for your consideration the following report of my work, together with

a brief account of the condition of fish and game in this locality :
—

As to my work, I have carefully noted the condition of our fish and

game since my appointment, distributed and posted copies of game
laws and such other kindred matters as I could procure ; and, while

trying to encourage and cultivate a healthy protective sentiment,

which I feel confident is growing in this community, I have been on

the watch for any violation of our game laws, and with the following

results :
—

On Aug. 2, 1897, in company with Deputy James Lord, I arrested

John Callahan and George Mclntire for violating the provisions of

chapter 289 of the Acts of 1897. They were brought before Judge
Sayward, found guilty and fined $25 and $15 respectively. Both ap-

pealed, and the case was brought to the superior court, before Judge
Bond, August 8, when Callahan was found guilty and fined $50,

which he paid. By advice of his attorney, Mr. Hines, Mclntire

pleaded " Nolo contendere" and the punishment is still hanging over

him.

On Oct. 4, 1897, arrested Thomas F. Colman for violating section

58, chapter 91, Public Statutes. He was brought before Judge Say-
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ward, bound over in the sum of $100 to appear Oct. 9, 1897, when he

defaulted.

Oct. 14, 1897, arrested Elclen G-. Noyes and Herbert G. Mattron

of Newburyport fcr violating section 58, chapter 91, Public Statutes.

They were brought before Judge Sayward, but, as this offence was

beyond his jurisdiction, they were bound over in the sum of 8100

each to appear before the superior court, to be held in Salem in 1898.

This finishes the account of my work as far as arrests and bringing

into court are coucerned, but I feel confident that the appointment of

deputies has had a very wholesome and deterrent effect upon the

minds of many, and in consequence violations have been less frequent

and many fish and birds have been saved for one season, at least, in

this locality.

Respectfully yours, A. S. Garland.

Wakefield, Oct. 28, 1897.

Hon. E. A. Brackett, Chairman State Board of Fish and Game Com-

missioners.

Fishing.—More fishermen have been seen on Lake Quannapowitt

and Crystal Lake this season than usual, and more fish taken, par-

ticularly yellow perch and pickerel, but no large ones. White perch

and bass have mostly disappeared, or have refused to bite. But few

have been caught. The lot of two hundred and fifty white perch

spawners, sent by your order, came through all right, and were all

planted alive in Lake Quannapowitt. Our local fish committee are

having a screen put in at the outlet, as it was thought that many large

fish have migrated down Saugus River. A few German carp have been

caught, one weighing about twenty pounds, which is now confined in a

little pond on the estate of James H. Carter, Wakefield. Many other

very large ones have been seen in the lake. When planted six years

ago they weighed from tivo to four pounds. There were about two

hundred and twenty-five in the lot. In the early spring thirty-one

square-tail brook trout, bought by subscription, were planted in

Crystal Lake, and five thousand trout fry, sent by you, were placed

in a good brook joining this lake.

The lakes have been carefully guarded against illegal fishing, and

no Sunday fishing has been observed or reported. I think if winter

fishing were prohibited entirely it would be of great benefit, and would

work no harm to the public in the long run, especially now that you

have stocked the lake with white perch. The town has adopted the act

restricting fishing to one line and one hook. Several parties attempted
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to set more than one on the ice last winter, but when informed of the

law readily conformed to it. I have inspected the several fishways on

Saugus River, and have found them about useless. One of them has

been entirely destroyed by the city of Lynn.

Trapping and Shooting.— I have visited the woods several times,

and have found things all right. No complaints have reached me and

no arrests have been made. A few partridges and gray squirrels have

been brought to bag, and a pair of your pheasants were seen in the

woods at the head of the lake this fall, also two deer.

Respectfully submitted, Samuel Parker,

Deputy Commissioner,

Lowell, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

Hon, E. A. Brackett, Chairman of Commission on Inland Fisheries and

Game.

Dear Sir : — I respectfully submit the following report of the fish

and game in my vicinity. I have seen no salmon here this season, I

think owing to the fishway at Lawrence being destroyed. I do not

think many have been able to get up the river. In July I saw five

black bass near the dam, and there was also a considerable number of

suckers and chubbs, also yellow perch and hornpouts, very few eels

being seen.

Saturday, October 30, I called on Thomas H. Holmes, in charge of

the Lawrence fishway, and was shown where the new fishway is being

built, which will be a big improvement. The fishway here in Lowell

is very poor, and I hope that soon we will have one here the same as

the one now being built at Lawrence, or as good.

I have posted notices near the fishway, some of which have been

destroyed, but I have kept renewing them, have stopped several

parties from fishing near the fishway, have taken up and destroyed

two nets in Tyngs Pond, also three set lines ; and in Mud Pond,

which is connected with Tyngs Pond, destroyed four set lines. These

ponds are situated in Tyngsborough. There is splendid white perch

fishing in both of these ponds.

I had a complaint that two men were taking out white perch from

Tyngs Pond with a net, and I watched for five days, but no netting

was done during that time. Complaints have been very few. I have

had no evidence against any person for violating the law, therefore

have made no arrests.

There was an application sent in to you for the stocking of Leaches

Pond, in Chelmsford, with white perch. When you have the fish

ready, by letting me know I would take charge of them, and see to
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the stocking of this pond. I would recommend this fish for stocking

ponds as one of the best of food fish. This fish is also a greedy-

biter, and gives fine sport to the angler. I have caught several in

Tyngs Pond weighing one and one-half pounds, quite a number one

and three-quarters pounds, also one over two pounds.

I visited Great Pond, in North Andover, which was leased in 1884

to inhabitants of North Andover for fifteen years, and have been told

that some large strings have been caught there this season, no fishing

being allowed between December 1 and July 1.

I recommend that fishing for pickerel through the ice in all ponds

be prohibited for a period of five years at least, as this fish is be-

coming very scarce.

Game seems to be quite plenty in this vicinity this year. Partridge

are showing up well ; woodcock are not very plentiful
;
quite a num-

ber of quail and plenty of gray squirrels, I have destroyed a number

of snares found in Tyngsborough. I have given notice that all per-

sons caught using ferrets in hunting rabbits will be prosecuted.

If reappointed, I would use every means possible for the enforce-

ment of the fish and game laws.

Respectfully yours, George T. Spence,

Deputy.

Braintree, Mass., Nov. 3, 1897.

Mr. Edward A. Brackett, Chairman of the Commissioners on Inland

Fisheries and Game.

Dear Sir : — I have the pleasure of saying, in this my second

report, that I find the laws protecting game have been fairly well

observed, owing principally to your deputy and his associates, who
have ever been on the watch for the better protection of our game

laws.

Quail and partridge are increasing ; woodcock are scarce. I have

had several complaints for snaring, principally by boys, and I am
aware that it has been carried on to some extent by men. If we

could afford to give it more time, I have no doubt that we could catch

some of them. I have notified several that if caught prosecution

would follow.

This season the Sunday law has been very well observed in the

woods in most parts of my district ; but I find that in the shooting

of wild fowl and shore-birds the Sunday law has not been well ob-

served.

The fishways on Monatiquot River were kept in good order ; but,

owing to the government dredging the channel at the head of the
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river, where the fish enter the fishways, very few went up, alewives

especially.

I have had no complaint from the fish wardens, except for the taking

of short lobsters at Cohasset. I inquired into the matter and put an

officer on track of these parties, and have had no complaint since.

One word in regard to the clam digging on our shores. I am well

aware of the law regulating the taking of clams. There should be

a close season in this State for at least every other year, from the

1st of May to the 1st of September. There are parties who make it

a business, and it is carried on to such an extent that it is almost

impossible to find them large enough to dig ; and if some more strin-

gent law is not made to protect them, they will become extinct on

our shore.

Very respectfully yours, Henry Gardner,

Deputy Commissioner.

Quincy, Nov. 10, 1897.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — I submit the following report as deputy for en-

forcing the fish and game laws for 1897:—
I find, with few exceptions, that the lobster fishermen will handle

short lobsters. I have made two arrests for selling short lobsters.

In both cases the defendants were convicted. One paid a fine of $50,

and the other one, on three different counts, was fined $265, and he

appealed. His case is now pending at Dedham. I think the law

should be more vigorously enforced. As fishermen mostly live on the

islands in the harbor, a deputy has to have a boat to get at them.

As I have no authority to hire a boat, it is hard for me to enforce the

law as I would like to. It is the same with the violaters of the smelt

law. I have reliable information that parties are seining smelts in

Quincy Bay and in the rivers. I have written to Mr. Delano in re-

gard to it. Smelts were never more numerous than they have been

this season, and it would be a pity to have them destroyed by seiners.

In regard to bird shooting by Italians and Armenians, they have

nearly exterminated all the song and insectiverous birds. I arrested

four for shooting robins. Two of the defendants were fined $10 each,

and the other two cases were placed on file by the judge, as they had

no money and had families to support. The law of 1897 in regard to

shooting from boats is so strained that it is a dead letter, as the judge

decides that shooting can be done except from a steam or naphtha

launch.

I have assisted Mr. Delano two days, and have spent several days
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and nights looking after the violaters of the fish and game laws ; and

I think if more deputies were paid, so that they could give their whole

time to the enforcement of the laws, they would soon put an end to

the wholesale destruction of fish and game that is now going on.

I respectfully ask for a reappointment.

Very respectfully yours, Charles N. Hunt,

Deputy.

Provincetown, Nov. 4, 1897.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :—Herewith please find my report as deputy commis-

sioner for 1897.

I have visited the various towns in my district, and found the laws

were generally observed by fishermen and sportsmen. I have received

but three complaints for violation of the game law, two for illegal

shooting of tern and one for shore birds. Upon investigation of the

latter, and with the assistance of deputy Chadwick, succeeded in

making two arrests, and they were fined $35 for assault on officers.

Quail are plenty on the Cape. There have been more seen during

the summer and early fall than for some years. On April 6 I put out

four pheasants in the woods of Provincetown, and they were seen

during May and July, also in September with their young, and appear

to be doing well.

Lobster fishing, while it is carried on only in a small way, appears

to be increasing in Cape waters, and this season has been better than

in years past.

Traps and pounds have hardly had an average catch of mackerel

and herring, and the same will apply to net fishermen. Have had no

report of violations of the fish laws.

Yours respectfully, S. B. Rich.

North Attleborough, Mass., Nov. 6, 1897.

Hon. E. A. Brackett, Chairman.

Dear Sir : — I respectfully submit my report as deputy commis-

sioner of fish and game in this department in 1897.

Game has been fairly plentiful, especially rabbits, squirrels and

partridges. Quail have been seen more frequently than usual, but are

far from being abundant.
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For some reason, perhaps owing to the great quantity of fish taken

during the winter through the, ice, fishing has been poor during the

season.

Occasional Sunday shooting has been reported, otherwise little

fault can be found relative to the violation of the fish and game laws

in this vicinity. Fishermen and hunters are alike interested in having

the laws observed. Careful observation has not discovered a single

snare for partridges.

The work done by the commission in stocking the great ponds with

white perch under the law of this year, for that purpose receives

general commendation, and it is doubtful if anything in the province

of the commission could give more general satisfaction to the public.

The people are thereby furnished with a valuable food fish, and trout

are in some degree protected. Hence, there is a feeling that a larger

number of these fish should be put in all such large ponds as those

here stocked.

There have been no fines imposed as yet.

Very respectfully yours, C. C. Peck,

Deputy.

Lynn, Mass., Nov. 2, 1897.

To the Commissioners oj Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen:— I respectfully submit the following as a result of

my work in enforcing the fish and game laws for the season of 1897 :
—

I received my appointment June 8, 1897, and since that date have

used the most of my time in cruising the suburbs of Lynn, Salem,

Beverly, Wenham, Ipswich, Rowley, Boxford, Topsfield, Middleton

and Andover. I have not found any new snares in Middleton or

Andover this season, and I do not think the parties who have made

a business of snaring in these towns are at it this season, for I have

located them, and have watched them closely from August 10 to Sep-

tember 20. I received several complaints from parties in Lynn that

the woodcock and quail law was continually violated in the months of

July and August, but I could not attend to it close enough to get evi-

dence to arrest, as I had other business to attend to. I cannot see

how the fish and game can derive any protection in Massachusetts

unless the deputies make a business of it, and are paid a liberal

salary, and I want to say this, unless deputies are appointed to work
at this business under a liberal salary, they cannot do justice to the

protection of the fish and game.

I have travelled and hunted the game district of this county for

fifteen years, and I claim to be somewhat acquainted in that line.

My report for quail, woodcock and partridge this season does not
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point to the abundance but to the scarcity of partridge especially

;

and I have taken particular notice, where I found several covies of

quail last season I have been able to find two or three covies only.

My arrests for 1897 were 2 ; convictions, 1 ; cases given away,

2 ; fines imposed, $15.

Names of arrests : Mr. Wm. Dole, West Newbury, three short

lobsters, $15 ; Mr. Henry Morse, hotel keeper, Baker's Island,

Salem, Mass., fifty mutilated raw lobster tails. I lost the case by

not having counsel. The defendant admitted that he had one hun-

dred raw lobster tails, and that he was going to fry them ; still Judge

Safford discharged him, saying he could not see where I had evidence

enough to convict.

Respectfully yours, T. C. Wilson,
Deputy.

Worthington, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897-

Edward A. Brackett, Chairman Board of Commissioners of Inland

Fisheries and Game.

Dear Sir : — In replying to your request to forward a report from

this town, would say that it gives me much pleasure to state that

there has been a marked improvement in the observance of the fish

and game laws in this town the past season, especially as relates to

the sale of trout less than the prescribed legal length (laws of 1892),

which has been a too common occurrence in this section for the past

six or eight years ; but since my appointment as warden I have not

known of a single sale of small fish. Our mountain streams are the

natural spawning grounds of the trout, but without protection they

amount to but little, and, if I understand the present laws, there is

nothing in them to prohibit the catching of trout, no matter how small

they may be. An Act of Congress touching on that point might do a

little good. Our streams have not yielded as many fish this season

as in years past.

Game. — Ruffed grouse or partridge are very scarce here this sea-

son, no doubt owing to the long, wet summer and the foxes, which

are numerous. Gray squirrels are very plenty. Quail are increasing

every year in this section, and if they could be protected for one or

two seasons they would become as plenty as any game we have, but

unless they are protected in some way it will be a long time before

such is the case. One year ago there were a few pairs within a short

distance of the writer's house ; this fall there are as many different

broods, and the hunters are killing them as fast as they can find them.

The practice of snaring birds and rabbits has not been carried out

to any extent except by persons on their own land, or by some mem-
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ber of the family on said land. The Acts of 1887, chapter 300,

allow the owners to do so, and a limited number of persons have

taken advantage of the fact. If such laws were abolished, it would

be another point in favor of protection.

Quite a few deer have been seen within the limits of this town for

the past two seasons, but have not been killed or chased by dogs, or

any attempts made to capture them in any way, so far as I have

known.

I respectfully ask for reappointment as warden for the town of

Worthington for the ensuing year, if deemed expedient by the honor-

able Board.

Very truly yours, Horace S. Cole.

Baldwinville, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

Edward A. Brackett, Esq., Winchester, Mass.

Dear Sir :— I beg leave to submit the following report of my
work as deputy game warden :

—
Since my appointment as deputy I have posted printed copies of

the fish and game laws in the post-offices of Templeton, Otto River,

Baldwinville. and South Royalston, they being the nearest and most

likely places for observation. I have caused to be printed in our

local papers copies of the game laws, and asking that all violations

be reported to me, and signing my name as deputy game warden. I

do not think there has been any illegal killing of game in this imme-

diate section, and I have not seen or heard of any snaring (with one

exception, of which I will write you later)

.

There are a few deer in this and neighboring towns, probably not

over twelve nor less than eight. They are quite tame and not afraid

of the cars, as they are seen feeding within a few rods of the tracks.

Trout and bass fishing has not been as good as in 1896. Partridges,

rabbits and gray squirrels all about as plenty as in 1896. The fall

flight of ducks and woodcock was almost a total failure.

I should like to be reappointed.

Respectfully yours, H. A. Perkins, Jr.,

Deputy Game Warden,

E. A. Brackett, Esq., Chairman Fish and Game Commissioners.

Dear Sir:— In making my report for the year 1897 I can truly

say that the fishermen as a general rule live up to the laws. There

have been some very fine strings of trout taken this year from
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the streams we have stocked. Grouse are about the same in number

as last year. Some reports of snaring have been made, but after

spending two or three days' time I could not find evidence sufficient to

make out a case. The pot-hunters with dogs are worse than the

snares, and it is not an uncommon day's work for a good shot to bag

fifteen or twenty birds and ship them to market. Quail are more

plenty than in former years ; woodcock are very scarce and gray

squirrels very plenty.

Respectfully, W. H. Frost,

Deputy.

Worcester, Nov. 6, 1897.

Mr. E. A. Brackett, Chairman Commissioners of Inland Fisheries and
Game.

Dear Sir :—I heartily agree with you in the proposed amendments

of the game laws. Our Col. E. B. Stoddard has agreed to see our

Senator Roe, and I have spoken to several of our Representatives on

the subject.

I consider it a pleasure as well as a duty to serve as deputy, and,

until you get a man better qualified for the position than myself, I

will accept a reappointment.

Since my last report I have made three arrests ; two, for fishing

with nets, were convicted ; one, for snaring partridges, was discharged.

I find young partridges very scarce ; the cold rains early in the sum-

mer probably killed most of the chicks.

Yours very truly, John F. Cumming,

Deputy.

North Grafton, Nov. 6, 1897.

Mr. Edward A. Brackett, Chairman Fish and Game Commissioners,

Winchester, Mass.

Dear Sir :— In compliance with the instructions connected with

my appointment as deputy fish and game commissioner, I respectfully

submit the following report :
—

I will first state that most of the killing of birds in my locality

during the close season is done after January 1, especially when it

happens that January is a fairly mild month. Parties go out osten-

sibly to hunt rabbits, but shoot every bird they can. When my ap-

pointment came it became known among those in the vicinity who

shot game out of season that I had been selected to look after those
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who violated the law, and several of them came to know how far I

should carry the matter in their especial cases, providing I caught

them. My reply invariably was, to the full extent of the law. The

effect has been that little if any shooting has been done in this vicin-

ity till the season opened, consequently I have made no arrests.

I have had four complaints made to me of boys robbing song birds'

nests, and upon advice from Mr. Buffington I interviewed their

parents, instead of bringing them into court, which had the desired

effect of putting a stop to the whole business. I also did the same

with complaints of seven boys who were shooting robins with a

Flobert rifle. The result has been entirely satisfactory.

In regard to fish in this locality, there has been so much seining for

the last five years that it is next to impossible to catch enough in a

legitimate way to make a decent fry for a family, be it ever so small,

where a few years ago one could catch all he wanted in a short time.

The seining is done mostly by Swedes, who are very cunning in the

art. I fail to see how it is to be stopped except by making some kind

of arrangement whereby a man is to be paid for his time in watching

them, instead of receiving a portion of the fine. For instance, in my
particular case I spent night after night on the ponds watching for

seiners, and, as I was not fortunate enough to catch them in the act, I

received nothing for it. But let me step aboard the cars some morn-

ing to be gone evidently for the day, and I would not be gone two

hours before there would be from one to four seines in the water within

a mile of my house (I live at the lower end of Lake Quinsigamond)

.

And yet I have spent all the time in the matter I felt that I could

afford to, for nothing.

And in regard to game, with the exception of rabbits, it is becom-

ing more scarce every year, for the reason that there are young men
coming on every year that are taking to hunting, and no way to

furnish the deficit in the amount of game that these extra number
of hunters kill off. The only way I can. see out of it is to make the

open season shorter, I suggest, from October 15 to December 15.

John F. Mitchel.

J|
Milford, Mass., Nov. 5, 1897.

Hon. E. A. Brackett, Chairman of Board of Commissioners of Massa-
chusetts Fish and Game.

Dear Sir : — I have to report a scarcity of partridge in this vicinity,

but woodcock have been more than usually plenty. As to the quail,

I never saw as many broods, or as large ones, as this season. There
have been no cases before the court for violation of game laws. I
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have warned two parties whom I suspected of using ferrets, and one

for snaring. The law against Sunday shooting is broken oftener than

any other, and a vigorous enforcement is all that will ever stop it.

The pheasants are doing well, and I shall liberate the surplus of males

very soon, as they will fight if confined together.

I wish to state again, as I did last year, the general desire for a

shorter open season on all game at the same time.

I shall leave the question of my reappointment with you.

Yours respectfully, W. N. Prentiss.

Milford, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

Mr. E. A. Brackett, Chairman of Commissioners of Fish and Game.

Dear Sir : — I submit the third annual report, which differs little

from previous ones.

I have given as much attention to the work as I could in my spare

time. I know that the killing of birds out of season has decreased

considerably in our vicinity, yet the practice is carried on to a consid-

erable extent, and will be, I believe, until every county has a salaried

deputy to look closely after the work.

As usual, pot-hunters are busy, as formerly, and plenty of birds are

sacrificed every year through mercenary motives, of which the markets

of every town and city afford abundant proof.

I wish to repeat what I said last year relative to the law on par-

tridge. I believe the birds should be protected, as quail, until Octo-

ber 15.

Respectfully, Mortimer Edwards.

Southbeidge, Mass., Nov. 9, 1897.

E. A. Brackett, Esq.

Dear Sir : — I have the honor to report that game has been usually

plentiful in this section, with the exception of partridge, which have

disappointed the predictions generally made by the best informed

during the spring, that these birds would be more abundant than for

many years.

There has been less illegal shooting and fishing done here than in

previous years, and prosecutions have been few.

Some fine catches of trout in local streams were made in the early

open season, and the stocking of several streams has apparently been

helpful to this result. More of this should be done each year, to keep
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the streams that were formerly excellent fishing grounds what they

should, and may be, by a little attention to them.

Preparations are being made to stock the wooded sections of this

locality with the Belgian rabbit, in the early spring, and also for

breeding the Mongolian pheasant, several pairs of which have already

been let loose.

The ferret and the snare are employed for the destruction of game,

and it would be a beneficial act to provide by law penalties for keep-

ing or finding of ferrets, as prima facie evidence of an intent to sell

or use for the unlawful purpose of taking game.

The present statute makes shooting on the Lord's Day an offence,

but does not in terms punish hunting. It is held by some courts that,

in the absence of proof of the discharging of guns, one cannot be

punished for hunting on the Lord's Day. It would seem, therefore,

that the statute should be changed to make hunting on that day a

crime, as well as shooting, and the evidence of a person being found

in the woods or fields on the Lord's Day with a gun, prima facie proof

of hunting.

It has been reported that in one town in Connecticut, on the borders

of the Massachusetts line, two boys have this season maintained

several hundred snares, and captured by these over five hundred

partridges, which were sold in the markets, and a very large number

of rabbits, and have thus far eluded the game wardens. As a means

of deceiving, on a catch of one or two dozen of birds these boys

string them in a bunch, and at a distance send charges of small shot

at them, to give them the appearance of having been taken with the

gun instead of the snare. Verily there is work for an efficient paid

deputy game warden, to protect game from unlawful destruction in

this section, and I earnestly hope your Board will secure legislation

to that end.

Respectfully yours, J. W. Robinson.

Webster, Mass., Nov. 11, 1897.

Mr. Brackett.

Dear Sir : — Agreeably to yours of October, I comply.

Three men, for net fishing in pond, were fined twenty dollars each
;

one, for killing a Mongolian pheasant, twenty dollars. This was a

male bird, with very beautiful plumage, and large, one which Mr. Eddy
let go with the other three last spring. I had the party here to-day

before the court, and the Judge fined him twenty dollars. I received

$1.58 for my trouble. Now I think I am entitled to one-half the fine,

ten dollars. It does not pay to spend time in this business for
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simply costs of court. Please let me know if I am not entitled to

one-half the fine.

I would make the fines much larger for ferreting and snaring, one-

half to go to officer. There are several ferret hunters here who claim

they go to Connecticut to hunt ; as we join the Connecticut line, I

would prohibit the keeping of ferrets, or would have the laws such

that the finding of one on the person in field would convict. It is no

easy matter to catch a party in the act.

The fish and game laws generally in this vicinity have been re-

garded. If possible, I would have all fish and game protected for

three years. They are nearly cleaned out in this section. Please

reappoint, if desirable.

Very truly yours, Rufus C. Hall,
Deputy.

North Brookfield, Mass., Nov. 5, 1897.

Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— The laws in regard to fish and game have been well

observed in this section this season, partly owing to the Rod and Gun

Club, the Quacumquasit Fish Association, and partly to the knowl-

edge that there is a warden here.

Both partridge and quail are very plenty, more, I think, than for

years. As to game fish, the Quacumquasit Fish Association are

doing a grand work as to stocking one of our lakes, and should, I

think be given all the encouragement possible from the State.

I shall be pleased to be reappointed, if the commissioners think I

can fill the bill.

Very respectfully yours, T. J. Manly,
Deputy.

Goshen, Mass., Nov. 6, 1897.

Mr. E. A. Brackett.

Dear Sir :— I herewith forward my report as deputy commissioner

for the year.

Trout have, I think, been a little more plentiful than usual. Ruffed

grouse are not as numerous this fall as last. This, I think, is owing

to our cold and wet spring, which was very unfavorable to hatching

and to young birds. Quail are about the same as usual. Woodcock

are more plentiful, so far as I can learn from sportsmen.

Little violation of game laws has come to my notice. There has

been very little Sunday hunting or fishing. I have made but two
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arrests, both for fishing on posted land. As they were the first

offences, they were allowed by the interested parties to enter a plea

of nolo contendere, their cases continued or placed on file, and sen-

tence suspended.

Have not been able to do the work full justice, as the time I could

afford to give has been limited, but think if a man could spend his

whole time in the work it would be of great advantage, as this is un-

doubtedly one of the best fish and game regions in the State.

There is a rapidly growing sentiment among sportsmen against the

sale and snaring of game in this section, which I believe to be the

worst enemies of the birds ; and to the end of prevention a paid

deputy would be almost a necessity, as very few men would be able

or willing to give as much time as would be required, and also pay

their own expenses.

Yours very truly, Sheridan E. Barrus.

Lancaster, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897*

Mr. Edward A. Brackett, Chairman of Board of Commissioners of Fish

and Game.

Dear Sir : — During the past season I have attended to my duties

as deputy to the best of my ability.

There has been but little alleged violation of existing laws brought

to my attention. Have stopped parties from hunting on Sundays,

but all the first offence, so made no arrests.

From what I can learn, quail are plenty. Partridge are scarce,

either from not hatching or on account of so much wet weather last

spring and summer. According to all reports, woodcock are more

plenty than last season. Gray squirrels are plenty.

No doubt the laws have been violated in localities which have not

come under my notice.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Andrew J. Kennedy,
Deputy Commissioner.

Pittsfield, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

Mr. E. A. Brackett, Chairman Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and
Game.

Dear Sir: — In reply to notice received, I submit the following

report for the western part of Massachusetts :
—

Trout fishing has been of the best ; for the past season we have had
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very large catches. For birds, woodcock shooting never was better.

Partridges are quite plenty now, though during the first of the season

we did not find very many, as they were high in the hills. Pot-

hunters still do some crooked work, though not as much as in seasons

past ; are rather shy, but there are some I am trying for, and hope to

be able to get soon. One trouble among birds is the fox, which is

quite numerous here, and I think a small bounty on them would be

for the good of our birds.

Mr. Crane has put out some pheasants, which are doing well.

There are quite a number of young birds in and around our country

;

we are looking after them. A few have been killed by some one ; we
have found one or two that were killed and hung on trees.

During the year I have made two arrests, one for Sunday shooting

and one for Sunday fishing. The fines amounted to twenty dollars

and costs. I have also assisted Captain Proctor in the Harlsville

sawdust case. The Follett case is still in court ; the last time it came

down from the supreme court the papers could not be found, whether

lost or stolen is unknown. We hope to get some decision in the

January term of court ; our district attorney is determined to push it

to the bitter end.

I have captured six lines and quite a number of snares, at about

the last of our fishing through the ice in the spring. I found on

Sunday twenty-seven tips set in Onota Lake, with six men around

a fire a short distance from there. No one owned them, so I took

them up and have them now in my possession. I have taken up and

destroyed three nets and one trap for taking trout.

There was very little if any shooting before the season opened, and

I have not had as many reports about the Sunday shooting and fishing

as before. The outside people have taken hold with us, and we have

had better support than heretofore. There are now some reports

about snares, but they are back some ways ; shall look after them.

Yours respectfully, Benjamin Smith,

Deputy Commissioner.

Dalton, Mass., Nov. 3, 1897.

Honorable Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen:— Since my appointment as deputy, in April last, I

have done what I could to protect the fish and game throughout the

territory assigned me. I have had but one complaint of illegal taking

of game outside of Dalton and vicinity, it not being generally known

that I was a deputy. That case I investigated, and found at least

twenty-five snares set for partridge. I spent two days and two nights
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watching for the parties, but was not able to locate them. I destroyed

the fences and took away the snares. There has been no further

trouble in that locality. I have spent considerable time in travelling

through the woods, and have found and destroyed quite a number of

fences and snares, but could not apprehend the guilty parties. It

has, however, put a stop to illegal killing of partridge in those sec-

tions, and I am well satisfied that watchfulness on the part of the

deputies will put a stop to pot-hunting in Massachusetts.

So far as I can learn, trout fishing has been better than the average

during the past season, and fishermen reported some extra catches.

I received two cans of trout, which I placed in the small brooks that

flow into the Wahconna Falls stream, which is one of the best trout

streams I know of. Partridge and woodcock are reported as being

fully as plenty as for many years.

In order to secure good and thorough protection to fish and game,

and proper enforcement of the game law, it would seem that the

deputies should be suitably paid, and I believe that a paid deputy in

each county would materially aid in the enforcement of the game law.

I have spent seven days and two nights (using my own team to

carry me from place to place) , trying to stop pot-hunting and illegal

taking of game.

Very respectfully, E. H. Pierce,

Dejnity.
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pa.]

Legislation.

Acts of 1897.

[Chapter 110.]

An Act relative to fishing in the merrimac.

Whoever takes shad or alewives in that part of the Merrimac River

where the tide ebbs and flows, by the use of a gill net of any de-

scription, or of a sweep seine having a mesh which stretches less than

one and three-quarters inches, shall forfeit twenty-five dollars for each

offence, and in addition shall forfeit the fish taken and the apparatus

used.

Chapter two hundred and one of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and ninety-three, and section one of chapter eighty-eight of

the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five are hereby re-

pealed. [Approved March 2, 1897.

[Chapter 111.]'

An Act to repeal the act to prohibit the shooting of wild

fowl in the waters in and around nantucket.

Chapter two hundred and forty-six of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-six, entitled, "An Act to prohibit the shooting

of wild fowl in the waters in and around Nantucket," is hereby re-

pealed.

This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 2,

1897.

[Chapter 140.]

An Act for the protection of small game on cape ann.

Whoever takes or kills a rabbit, gray squirrel or chipmunk, or any

land bird, except the English sparrow, within the limits of that section

of this Commonwealth bounded by the Squam river, Ipswich bay, the

Atlantic ocean, Massachusetts bay and Gloucester harbor, at any
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time within five years from the passage of this act, shall be punished

by a fine of twenty dollars for every rabbit, squirrel, chipmunk or

bird so taken or killed. [Approved March 8, 1897.

[Chapter 181.]

An Act relative to the taking of eels in oyster pond in the

town of edgartown.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The owners of the land in the town of Edgartown

lying between Oyster pond in said town and the ocean, and bordering

on said pond, may during the months of October and November in

each year set eel-pots or weirs extending from their said lands into

said pond, and may, during said months, by means of said pots or

weirs take eels from the waters of said pond.

Section 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are

hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved

March 19, 1897.

[Chapter 208.]

An Act to provide for the stocking of the great ponds of the

state with food fish.

The commissioners of inland fisheries and game, upon petition of

thirty or more inhabitants of a city or town within whose limits a

great pond or portion thereof is situated, or upon petition of the

mayor and aldermen of such city or of the selectmen of such town,

shall cause the waters of such pond to be stocked with such food fish,

if any, as they may judge to be best suited to the waters in which the

fish are to be placed.

Said commissioners shall thereupon prescribe, for a period not

exceeding three years, such reasonable regulations relative to the

fishing in such pond or ponds and their tributaries, with such penal-

ties, not exceeding twenty dollars for any one offence, as they may
deem for the best interests of the public, and shall cause such regula-

tions to be enforced.

There shall be allowed and paid annually from the treasury of the

Commonwealth a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars to carry out

the provisions of this act.

This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 29,

1897. %



64 FISH AND GAME. [Dec,

[Chapter 288.]

An Act for the better protection of fish and game.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. The district police shall have authority to enforce the

laws relating to inland fisheries and game, concurrently with the

commissioners on inland fisheries and game.

Section 2. The steamer now owned by the Commonwealth and

used by the commissioners on inland fisheries and game in the en-

forcement of the laws mentioned in section one, is hereby transferred

to the district police department for use under the direction of the

chief of the district police in enforcing said laws.

Section 3. Section two of chapter three hundred and eighty-nine

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight is hereby

repealed.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved April 15, 1897.

[Chapter 524.]

An Act relative to the protection of certain birds.

Whoever has in his possession the body or feathers of any bird

whose taking or killing is prohibited by section four of chapter two

hundred and seventy-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and

eighty-six, or wears such feathers for the purpose of dress or orna-

ment, shall be punished as provided in said section : provided, that

this act shall not be construed to prohibit persons having the certifi-

cate provided for in said section from taking or killing such birds
;

and provided, further, that this act shall not apply to natural history

associations or to the proprietors of museums, or other collections for

scientific purposes. [Approved June 11, 1897.

[Chapter 53.]

Resolve to provide for repairing the fishway over the

lawrence dam.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the

Commonwealth a sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars, to

be expended under the direction of the commissioners on inland fish-

eries and game, for the payment of one-half of the expense of repairs

on the fishway over the Lawrence dam. [Approved April 21, 1897

.
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[Chapter 74.]

Resolve to provide for rebuilding the state fish hatchery in

the town of winchester.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the

Commonwealth a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars, to be

expended under the direction of the commissioners on inland fisheries

and game, for the purpose of rebuilding the fish hatchery at Win-

chester in this Commonwealth. Said building shall be located on land

now owned by the Commonwealth, in what is known as Middlesex

Fells, provided that the necessary arrangements can be made with the

metropolitan park commission ; otherwise said commissioners on in-

land fisheries and game shall have authority to purchase land, not

exceeding one acre, on which to erect said building. [Approved

May 21,1897.
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Lobster Eetuens
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John M. Mora, . .
)

Thomas McAafee,
A. P. Silva,

J. P. Serrilha, .

Manuel P. Silvia,

M. E. Grace,
Antoine P. Silva,

Mathews P Gile,

John Pinta,

August Brown, .

Joseph Gaspey,
Antonio Ferreira,

Manuel Silvia, .

M. De Rosa Dias, . [

Boston, 3,075 139,770 2,117

Joe De Lacy,
Augustus Marks,
Antone Silva,

Custodio Goveia,
Joseph Rogers,

.

Antonio Vienna,
Wra, V. Corniha,
J. K. Ferreira, .

Andrew Ferreira,

Joaquin Perry, .

Joseph Safarino,

Peter Silvia,

J. E. Cahoon, . Barnstable, . 40 1,987* 116

John Monroe, . . )

Thomas Mason, . $
Beachmont, 100

•

5,642 37
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A. B. Robinson, Bay View, . 70 1,800 -

Frank C. Leonard, . Bournedale, 53 4,084 122

Chas. C. Foster, . ^

C. D. Davis, .

Wm, E. Bennett, . 1

Wm. H. Kennedy, .

Beverly, 370 19,643 894

Albion Frye,
Chas. B. Chapman, . J

A. L. Manter, . . ")

H. W. Tolman, . > Brant Rock, 105 4,085 173
J. E. White, . . )

Rodney P. Reed, . ^

Luther Atheron,
F. N. Smith, . . 1

L. E. Cottle, . .
f

Chilmark, . 155 2,696 59

Onslow Stewart,
Wm. S. Mayhew, . J

E. S. Gould, . . ^

F. B. Nickerson,
Chas. W. Jones,
Wm. R. Bloomer, .

J. F. Eldridge,
Sylvester Eldridge, .

F. Bloomer,
W. F. Hitchings,
G. W. Bloomer,
Arthur Baker, ,

Robert Ellis,

Oscar M. Gould,
Reuben T. Bearse, .

Chatham, . 1,641 31,416 986

Dan C Harding,
Richard Gould,
W. A. Bloomer,
F. W. Baker, .

Geo. W. Crowell, .

Geo. N. Eldridge, .

J. D. Bloomer,
A. L. Ellis,

H. F. Gould, .

A. S. Hammond,
S. Patterson,
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Lobster Returns — Continued.
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Charles Rogers, . "|

Charles Boutin,
L. S. Thurston,
George Boutin,
W. H. Phinney,
George Atwell,
R. F. Swift, . .

f

Chiltonville, 513 32,423 408

Augustus Hadaway, Jr.,

H. S. Sampson,
John W. Sampson, .

Henry A. Jordan,
B. F. Hodges, . . J

Manuel P. Valine, .

>

Joseph A. Silvia,

Manuel S. Thomas, .

J. J. Grassie,

Joseph F. Bandura,
Oscar Anderson,
Levi Cadoza,

Cohasset, 890 58,813 465

Manuel S. Almas,
Andrew Peterson,
Robert Ainslies,

J. M. Smith,
Charles Anderson, . J

Oscar H. Stetson, . '

J. W. Tilton, .

Frank Peters, .

Robert Jackson,
F. M. Cottle, .

J. H. Tilton, .

J. F. Cornell, .

H.J.Allen, . .
\

Cuttyhunk, . 655 33,655 1,410

John Manley, .

J. E. Johnson, .

Russell W. Rotch, .

Joshua Keeney,
D. P. Bosworth,
Samuel E. Jackson, .

C. C. Allen, . . J

Ansel P. Howes, . )

George E Hall, . $
Dennis, 42 848 168

Tallman & Gifford, . ^

James H. Butts, .

J. A Manchester,
Lewis Anderson, . J

Dartmouth, . 117 3,686 239
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Isaac Syrnmes, . . ^

Frank E. Philipps, .

F. E. Wadsworth, .

Frank C. Chandler, .

James E. Kelley & Co.,

0. C. Hunt, . . !

Clarence Smith, . j

South Duxbury, . 406 35,383 233

C. E. Peterson, .

George F. Freeman, .

W. E. Peterson,
Edmund Marsh,
Edwin W. Cook, . J

John Bunker, . . )

H. 0. Hillman, . . $
Edgartown, 80 5,970 471

A. L. Bowman, . . ^

M. C. Stuart, .

Fernando Josef, . ;

Daniel C. Jennings, . [

Falmouth, . 1C9 3,467 617

W. A. Grew, .

E. E. Baker, . .

J

H. Nelson Wilbur, . Fairhaven, . 30 288 75

Joseph H. Tripp, Fall River, . 75 1,067 46

E. D. Rust, . . ^

D. N. Mehlman,
Albert Parsons,
Henry W. Nelson, .

E. F. Parsons, . . }> Gloucester, . 450 39,337 524
Joseph Douglass,
Charles Nason,
Melvin Parsons,
Joseph Parsons,

C. H. Ryan, . . )

F. A. Calvin, . .
\

Gay Head, . 55 3,045 181

Lyman Sears, . . ")

Oscar 'A. Chandler, .

W. N. Englested, .

Chas R. Peterson, .

Thomas Pezzy, . [

Green Harbor, . 749 39,030 417

Henry Taylor, .

Wm. H. Tallman, .

Wm. M. dishing, . J



70 FISH AND GAME. [Dec.

Lobster Returns— Continued.

PROPRIETOR. TOWN.

Number

of

Traps

used.

<0

Is

u
u ®

9 -a

1 OS

o

-'Si

B. P. Williamson, . )

E. R. Lapham, .

H. P. Tailman, . !

Chas. B. Gushing, . j

George Delano,
Wilfred Keene, . J

Green Harbor, . 749 39,030 417

0. S. Crosby, . . ?

T. F. Phinney, . $
Hyannis, 75 3,006 58

Daniel McDonald, .

George L. Hatch,
Alphonso Cleveiiey,

A. B. Cleverley,

E. F. Pope,
Andrew Galliano,

B. F. Pope,
Frederick Smith,
John Reed,

Hull, . 565 33,195 369

Charles A. Bailey, . ^

Henry L. Cook,
Rust & Grant, . . }

W. B. Atkinson, .

A. W. Montgomery, j

Ipswich, 110 5,501 99

Geo. H. WT
oodbury, . ]

Elias Haraden,
Addison Woodbury,
A. W. Riley, . . j

Lanesville, . 111 3,916 128

David Worth, . . ^

J. B. Knowlton,
John G. Burnham, . [

H. K. Story, . . j

W. S Douglass, . j

Magnolia, . 226 8,802 212

Charles Sargent, .
")

J. H. Dow,
L. O. Sargent, . . 1

Thomas Dow, .

Chandler Lewis,
John H. Heath & Co.,

Manchester, 132 4,656 69

Joseph G. Stacey, . "j

S. K. Stone, . . {

J. W. Smithurst, . [

James S. Stone, . J

Marblehead, 924 61,266 2,053
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Wm R. Russell,
\

Benjamin H. Swett,

C H. Smithurst,

George Hooper, Jr.,

.

Richard Farry, .

John E. Brown,
Richard F. Russell,

R. G H. Roundy,
Wm. F. Allen, .

Richard Millett,

Wm. H. Tutt, . \ Marblehead, 924 61,266 2,053
Wm. J. Dodd, .

J. H. Hennessey,
John Hanson, .

J. W. Florence,
John F. Adams,
John W. Mace,

.

Stephen Q. Smith,
Sans Stanley,

W. T. Gardner,

.

Daniel Sweeney, j

Lilbnrne Hiller,

Wm. L. Richmond, > Mattapoisett, 33 540 63

A. P. Tilton, . 1
Chas. H. Gurney,
Morris Cleveland, \ Marion, 184 6,950 211

Roswell K. Briggs, j

Wm. H. Peterson,
i

Clark W. Holmes, Jr
Chas. Wakefield,
Rufus Ellis,

L. B. Briggs, .

Wm. Harlow, .

A. L. Holmes, .

Frank R. Peterson,
Thomas L. Blake,
C. H. Fisher, .

i

\ Manomet, . 1,256 76,071 1,293

Cornelius Briggs, Ji\,
Comfort H. Dixon,
W. J. Nightingale,
Thomas Stevens,
Samuel Bartlett,

J. H. Valler, . ,

Manuel L. Chandler,
A. C. Sampson,

•
,
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Thomas R. Jordan, . )

Henry Dodge, .

Robert Richardson, . '

A. A. Nightingale, . j

Manomet, . 1,256 76,071 1,293

Stephen Holmes,
James Gonld, . . J

Chas. H. Place, . ^

Chas. Wilson, . . !

B. A. Atwood, .

Samuel M. Babbett,
J

Nantasket, . 195 8,618 53

Manuel Gracia,

.

Manuel Silvia, .

Manuel Simmons,
Ventrene Perry,

Manuel F. George, .

Joseph Sousa, .

John J. Sater, .

Joseph Frates, .

C. P. Matferson,
N. P. Hanson, .

Geo. B. Taber, .

New Bedford, 1,080 28,853 2,409

Manuel Maderio,
M Francisco Elias, .

John Louise,

Manuel Marshall,
Antoine Vera, .

Joseph Marshall,
Anthony J. Frates, .

Edward Antone,
John Cross, . . J

J. H Eldridge, . . ^

Wm. H. Norcross,

Geo. E Coffin, .

Chas. C. Eldridge, .

Andrew B. Brooks, .

Arthur P. Dunham, .

C. P. Cathcart, .

Edward Wilden, . > Nantucket, . 927 24,488 837

G. H. Dunham, .

W. M. Bartlett & Co.,

J. A. Backus,
Geo. S. Fisher, .

Jesse Seel,

James N. Small,
John S. Watkins,

1



1897.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 25, 73

Lobster Returns— Continued.

p, icu
b£ i>

£ « 5 Ed£
^^£ .3

(M
55

<~3 .

PKOrKLETOR. TOWN. o
boo

u «-2 t- = 2
%-6

2 ° 1S|
= 3 = -3 SJS
K £ !zj

M. W Dunham, . Y
Leander Small, . . *,

A. A. Norcross; . . j

Nantucket, . 927 24,488 837

J. E. Mckerson, . J

J. W. Taylor, . . )

G. W. Taylor, . . $
Xahant, 29 926 27

F. H. Hayden, . . >

Caleb Hayden, . . $
Orleans, 47 1,605 56

W. C. Snow, . . ^

J. H Little, .

A. W. Newcomb,
J. C. Lunten, .

Alfred J. Emery,
J. D Smith, .

Provineetown, 315 13,424 1,872

John W. Savage,
W. H. Kenney,
F. M. Powley; .

George Freeman,

James H. Bagnell, . ^

Samuel H. Benson, .

James Deacon,
Samuel P. Burgess, '

J. P. Thurston,
Plymouth, . 291 27,055 279

R. W. Thomas,
A. M. Watson, Jr , .

G. W. Tarr, . . J

C. N. Morgan, . . )

Fred Johnson, . . $
Pigeon Cove, 68 2,982 16

C. P. Peterson, . Quincy, 45 3,043 13

Geo. E. Wendell, Rockport, . 75 6,443 240

C. B. Bacon, . . ^

Jesse D. Smith,

.

E. W. Haines, .

Chas. H. Parker, .
} Sandwich, . 228 4,538 360

Chas. E. Hoxie,

.

Freeland Perry,

Herbert McCornnell,

Edward A Greenough, ^

C. H. Berry, Jr., . |

G. W. Berry, . . '

John Clark, . . f
Salem,

.

286 11,091 286

Chas. S. Brown,
H. G. Tucker, . . J
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Arthur H. Gibbs, Sagamore, . 50 1,561 60

W. J. Jones, . . ^

Edward Marsh, Jr., . !

G. A. R. Horton,
Swampscott, 168 15,429 108

R. A. Douglass, . . J

George F. Edson, . )

E. P. Pratt,

Charles De Costa,

Oscar Palmgreen,
Thomas Flynn, .

J. K. Gannett, .

Daniel Ward, .

Francis Mulkerne, . }> Scituate, 675 30,838 550
Jesse W. Spoon er, .

Robert Ohearne,
Everett Litchfield,

Thomas Dwyer,
Daniel W. Ward,
Eugene Pratt, .

R. W. White, . . J
•

A. E. Reed, . . )
A. T. Poole, . . S Squibnocket, 85 2,450 25

L. W. Mayhew, . )

Abel S. Souther, Salisbury, . 53 175 10

G. H. Luce, . . }
George W. Manter, . > Tisbury, 53 1,184 23

G. A. Rogers, . . )

Warren Freeman, . ^
John C. Myricks, . > Truro, . 61 960 26

C. H. Collins, . . )

Herbert Crocker, . ^

Eugene L. Chadwick,
George E. Dolby,
Frank C. Vincent, . )- Vineyard Haven, 118 2,240 130

James R. Cleveland,
Fred M Chase,
H. W. McLellan, . J
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J. Henry Kelley,

Alfred Nickerson,
\

N. C. Phinney,
J. F. Cook,
Thomas Hinckley,
Nathan N. Bearse,

0. C. Grinnell,

F. R. Gilford, .

> Wood's Holl, . 240 9,349 1,307

J. K. P. Purdum,
P. M. Stewart,

L. L. Adams, .

B. E. Stuart, .

John J. Veeder,
Walter Nickerson, J

Geo A. Gifford,

Thos. J. Brightman,
> Westport, . 75 2,006 87

John Wadsworth, 1

W. E. Wyman,
J. B. Wyman, .

\ Winthrop, .

J

185 23,364 600

Roland Kelley,
Herbert Love 11,

i Yarmouth, . 55 1,613 82

Totals (men, 388 )> 18,829 896,273 23,719

Comparisons of Returns of Lobster Fisheries.

>

a
CO

^2

4> 2 rf.M
H H c5 ©

YEAR. o o
o « O 73

aS
u fe£g

,Q .fi •2.S "° a S
a a Bo a o£i
3 3 3-} 3XSS
fc fc ^H &

Increase of 1894 over 1893, . 54 3,291 2,156
Decrease of 1894 below 1893, _ ~ 52,898 _

Increase of 1895 over 1894, _ - _ _
Decrease of 1895 below 1894, 48 3,098 140,469 554
Increase of 1896 over 1895, 76 4,836 39,031 -

Decrease of 1896 below 1895, _ - _ 3,873
Increase of 1897 over 1896, _ _ _ _

Decrease of 1897 below 1896, 65 3,212 99,123 6,751
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Gill and Sweep Nets.
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Jonathan Morrill, . Amesbury, . 24 - - -

Hubert Lovell, )

F. G. Kelley, . . )

Barnstable, . - 201,200 " -

Thomas James, . Bay View, .
- - 20,850 -

Chas. N. Simmons, )

J. N. Babbett, J

Berkley, 660 310,000 - -

James n. Newcomb, Brewster, - 93,397 - -

Wm. W. Hallett, )

Wm. C. Kelley,
\

Centreville, .
- - - -

Augustus A. Hadaway, . . )

B. F. Hodges
\

Chiltonville, - 68,332 - 3,603

Robert Ainsley,
\

Joseph JasoD, Jr., \

Cohasset, - - 240,000 -

Geo. W. Crowell, "]

Robert Ellis, ....
Rufus F. Nickerson,
E. 8. Gould, .... .

Reuben T. Bearse, .

O. 0. Nickerson,
Wm. R. Bloomer, .

J F. Eldridge,
Wm. H Patterson, .

Albert W. Smith, .

John S. Ryder, . Chatham, 23 866 299,061 1,164

W. A. Bloomer,
Richard Gould,
Geo. W Bloomer, .

W. F. Hitcbings, .

Geo. N. Eldridge, .

J. D. Bloomer,
H F. Gould, ....
A. S. Hammond,
Seymore Patterson,
Francisco Bloomer. ... J

Chas. N. Simmons Dighton, 778 302,000 - -

Joseph H. Long, ~)

Frederick A. Long, .

Ansel P. Howes,
A. T. Chase, } Dennis, - 23,068 - 307
W. E. Greenleaf,
F. H. Mayo
Geo. G. Wnow, .... J

John H. Jones, Falmouth, .
- 7,900 - -

E. F. Parsons, /

Joseph Parsons, )

Gloucester, .
- - 32,111 -

E P. Goodwin East Haverhill, . 17 392 - -

Edwin Taylor, Hyannis, - - - -

Benjamin H. Doane,

.

Harwich, - - - -

A. W. Riley, Lanesville, . - - 11,894 -



1897.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 25 79

Gill and Sweep Nets.

1897.

00
to
cs

CO

-o

.s*

m

a.
s
«

B
68 m OS

05
CS

BS
CJ

02

u

"S
CQ

d

a
o
CQ

"3

<v

o

£

00

S

SB
o
3
C3

H

£<a

° "2
'3

a1

ai

5.2

oCQ
•a u
6°

- - - - - - - - - - " - -
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_ _ - - - - - - - - -' _ -

- - 50 - 32 - - - 3,564 - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - ~ - 201t

1 1,055

370 - 11 - - 3,169 16 27,094 335 157 ~ 14,300 456

- - - - - - - - - - - - —

21 - 9 - - - - 30,781 3,474 - 760 - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - _

- - - - - 150 - 16,532 - - - 8,000 750

1 - - - - - * - - - - - - -

- - 10 - - - - - 117 - - - -

- - - - - - - 2,128 - - - - -

- - - - - - - 2,174 - - - - -
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QUI and Sweep Nets— Continued.

bi

ED

a c

PROPRIETOR. TOWN. a)
73
OS

•a £ W
ac3 o a

W < oc 2

T.D.Collins, .

L. B. Briggs,
Cornelius Briggs, Jr.,

Rufus Savery, .

Jones Brothers,
Chandler Lewis,

Benjamin P. Stevens,

Henry C. Short,
Frank E. Hunt,.
Joseph Thurlow,
C A. Caswell, .

Nestor L. Thurlow & Co

Arthur P. Dunham,
W. I. Fisher, .

Jesse H. Eldridge, .

Ceo. H. Hamblin, .

H. E. Dunham,
Edgar W. Ramsdell,
A. H. Adams & Co.,
Chas. B. Cathcart,
Marcus W. Dunham,
Asa VV. Small,
Geo. M. Winslow,
Leander Small,
Arthur J Barrett,
Ceo. E. Thomas & Co.
C. S. Glidden & Co.,
J. S. Watkins, .

Manuel Thomas & Co.,
Manuel J. Francis,

Sylvester L. Ellis,

J. H. Little,

H. L. Mayo,
Wm. M. Ewell,
Wm. M. Wareham,
W. C. Snow,
8tephen F. Atwood,
Frank N. Days,
Alfred A. Mayo,
James F. Atkins,
John Swatz,
J. G. Rand,
Geo. H. Hurlburt,
Joseph Ellis,

D. L. Smith, .

Jackson R. William
Luther P. Hatch,
George Lewis, .

Geo. A. Brown,
E. H. Tillson, .

J. W. Fuller, .

George Crosby,
E. A. Whelden,
James L. Worth,
James D. Bangs,
Frank N. Atwood,
Henry Atwood,
Frank Days,
Manuel Tarvis,
Jonah Newcomb,.
J. E. Weeks, .

John S. Smith,
Zephaniah Rich,
E. W. Smith, .

C. H. Emery, .

Isaac Tyler,
Jesse Ghen,

Manomet,

Marion,

Manchester, .

Marblehead,

Newburyport,

Nantucket,

22

65,281

23 222

22

Provincetown, 10,002

5,225

24,500 2,077,427

2,640

1,683

1,190

6,208
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Gill and Sweep Nets— Continued

4,363

1,511

;

807

Zbb 2,560

218

892

6,150

11,659

6,000

9,382

216,143

38,672

30,709

5^

437,744

5°

1,410

11,126

1,890

12,000

>,431

61,092
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Gill and Sweep Nets— Concluded

bi)

PROPRIETOR. TOWN.
to

a a
a>

a
o '% W -a

a 2 a §
< CD 3

Jonathan Sparrow, "]

Nathaniel W. Freeman, .

R. W. Cook, ....
H. N. Smith, ....
John Dolau, ....
J. D. Smith, ....
Joseph Patrick,
R. 0. Kelley, ....
A. J. Emery
Joseph H. Emery, .

Geo. W. Freeman, .

Boniface Silvey,
J. C. Lurten, ....
R. G. Tarrant
Prince Freeman, !

Reuben Ryder, '

Provincetown, 10,002 24,500 2,077,427 6,208

John K. Cobb
Bangs & Lewis,
John W. Savage,
Manuel Williams,
E. Q. Weeks, ....
Geo. EL Lewis,....
Thomas J. Lopes,
B. R. Kelley, ....
Manuel P. Vera,
Manuel Carter
A. L. Daggett, ....
Daniel Williams,
Wm. Dyer, ....
Martin Silva J

Wm. Harlow Plymouth, .
- - - -

Gustavus King,
\

G. B. & E. Williams, . .
\

Raynham, . '1,512 330,994 - -

Gilbert Rich, Rockport, - 2,705 9,951 3,100

James Edson, .... 1

J. K. Gannett, Jr., !

E. W. Haines, f

Scituate, r 637 255 9,992

Jesse D. Smith,.... J

Charles D. Bacon, . . . \

S. F. Cashin, .... 1

Charles H. Parker, . . .
J>

Sandwich, . - 1,322 983 264

Charles E. Hoxie,
Freeland Perry, ... J

F. W. Luther
j

Chas. N. Simmons, .....} Somerset, 28 104,000 - -

J. F. Stevens "1

P. L. Paine, ....
W. W. Freeman, .

N 0. Atwood,
John C. Myrick, j> Truro, 10 48 287 1,087

Thomas D. Smith, .

1. Atwood, ....
C. H. Collins, ....
E. L. Doyle, .... J

H. P. Macomber, .... Taunton, 91 88,441 - -

Wm. P. Doane, )

J. E. Curran, > Wellrleet, .
- 8,800 4,000 3

H. F. Atwood, )

Frank D. Grinnell, .... Westport, .
- 2,450 - -

Sylvanus L. Robbins, Yarmouth, .
- 14,580 - -

Totals (176 men), 13,145 1,674,157 8,627,081 60,241
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Gill and Sweep Nets— Concluded.

fe cS
5°

1,511

510 1

925 218 216,143 30.7C 11,126 61,092

130

1,424

8,452

604

5S

10 ,567 770 861

26,895

4,090

5,678 2,804

671

353,308 78,549 171

_, _\

438,621 I 35,842

7,850

972,590
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Pounds and Weirs
1897.

PROPRIETOR. TOWN". a
O
a ts

jsm 02

F. D. Atwood, . . 1

F. T. Ellis & Son, . ,

Fred Young, . . f

James Eldridge & Son, J

E. P. Gibbs,

T. L. Mayo & Co., .

Benjamin L. Jones, . "|

S. W. Gould, . . .

Nathaniel B. Niukerson, '

Reed & Loveland, . J

F. P. Tilton & Co., . 1
Daniel W. West, . ,

Daniel Vincent, . .
'

W. F. Flanders, . J

Zenas H. Baker, .
"]

Eilert Wefer, . . 1

Oren H. Shiverick, .
'

Thatcher Kelley, . J

Antone Anderson, . ")

George Priaulx,
Wm. T. Dunn, .

Nicholas Piiaulx,
Tallman & Gifford, . |

H. P. Dunn. . . }
J. F. Crapo, . . i

W. S. Matthews,
E. H. Smith, . .

|

Waite & Smith, . I

J. A. Manchester, . J

Alonzo K. Higgins, . ")

F. W. Smith, . . .

W. H. Nickerson, .
'

N. M. Knowles, . J

C. C. Church & Co., 1
A. B. Veeder & Co.,
P. M. Stewart,
C. B. Coombs,
Isaiah Spindell,
H. J. Allen,
John Manley,

L. L. Vanderhoop, .

E. D. Vanderhoop & Co.,

Geo. W. Douglass, .

Albert E. Douglass, .

Henry W. Nelson,
Braziers & Hodgkins,
Alfonzo Tarr,

N. B. Smith, .

E. E. Robbins, .

Brewster,

Bourne, .

Barnstable,

Chatham,

Chilmark,

Dennis,

Dartmouth,

Eastham,

Gosnold, .

Gay Head,

Gloucester,

Harwich,

1 123 117,251

- 20 -

- 794 -

- 3,653 141,100

- 14 3,743

- 135 61,031

- 274 159,791

- - 20,862

- 23 201,462

4 75 7,265

- - 5,918

4,706

422,750

1,600

,102

2.264

100,700

106,625

,075

13,500

18,300

231,043

123.17S

290,288

27,500

74,714

103,136

537

2,37!
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Pounds and Weirs.
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- 4 - - - 19 44,945 - 441 751 • 9,651 187 15,290

ISO 4 - - 37 18 16,729 4 - 25,343 1,775 22,183 16,964

75 63 - - 125 227 40,775 - 1,378 281 - 19,600 2,598

26,529 16 10 157 1,079 - 6,524 - - 87 2,226 126,455 1,843

329,845 71,408 18 5,979 2,075 9,113 16,022 - 234 186 10,503 35,143 -

42,268 832 100 58 3,966 1,457 5,714 2 458 186 946 118,816 715

385,295 64,509 92 33 210,178 14 66,903 8 279 7,425 27,417 220,355 3,468

- 18 - - 2,061 - 83,392 - 6,677 1,480 634 35,200 ~

1,095,195 4,394 16 32,776 225,350 12,153 20,825 11 17 1,930 12,815 - 333,610

? 367,932 48,543 - 2,184 6,200 - 19 464 - - 27 3,560 - 602

38 - - - 1,693 - 65,045 - 8 322 681 7,339 148,620

- - - - - - - - - - 24,165 - 42,372
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Pounds and Weirs— Concluded.

PROPRIETOR. TOWN. p
o
g
H

T3

00

QQ

>

<

6C
a

w
03
o

a

cS

a
v

m
to
a
CQ

a>

ft

m

F. A. Tarr, Maguolia, ~ - - 48,600 26,600 -

E. W. Heath, .

James B. Powell, i

Manchester, .
- 13 73,164 197,800 45,590 -

H. D. Powell, . Nahant, .
- 1,241 15,965 234,001 - -

Isaac W. Lewis,
H. J. Lewis,

1

I

John A. Lewis,
Robert E. Oornwell, .

Perez Bangs,
T. K. Paine,

i

j

Provincetown, 3 547 2,925 2,142,990 39,620 2,117

Avard L. Smith, Revere, .
- - - 785,240 62,540 -

Isaiah Spindell, .

T. L. Mayo, 1

Sandwich, - 104 5,000 5,000 2,000 -

Geo. A. Phinney, Sagamore, - 99 - - 11,700 -

C. B. Jones, Swampscott, .
- - - 172,900 - -

Jason Luce & Co., .

H. N Luce,
Geo. W. Manter,
W. L. Pease & Co., .

H. B. Davis & Co., .

0. S. Daggett, .

l

i

>

i

J

Tisbury, .
- 154 6,336 5,555 22,529 250

W. F. Baker, .

D. B. Rich,
David Blatchford,
Atkins Hughes, .

Sylvester B. Atwood,

1

> Truro, - 284 4,820 4,872,035 537,200 709

Henry W. Daggett, .

John R. Walker,
John 0. Norton, i

Vineyard
Haven, - - 5,900 - 4,315 13

N. B. Rich, Wellfleet, 1 38 595 278,000 22,785 2

Totals (79 men), 9 7,491 833,128 9,409,543 1,661,813 6,810
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Pounds and Weirs— Concluded.
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- > - - 1,090 - 9,435 " ~ - - 8,100 -

- " - - 1,994 1 14,577 - 1 14 577 5,667 33,943

75 " - - 5,245 5 44,461 - ~ 667 2,080 13,900 -

2 76 - 2 2,306 60 62,113 - 1,485 15 27,664 419,603 865,076

- - - - 1,075 - 112,530 - - - - 800 25

- - - - - - 13,586 ~ 18 13 - 50,000 40

139 382 - 1 - 32 6,595 - 3 9,638 - 29,200 -

- - - - 91 - 29,071 - - - - - 6,190

218,999 43,302 180 1,168 3,722 10,387 96,084 1
.

452 905 9,311 20,930 11,838

2 526 1 - 5,920 35 464,386 ~ 1,101 1,316 36,388 147,745 553,049

57,174 1,839 - 138 4,361 3,736 5,479 - 65 81 2,721 9,600 -

5 - - - 367 22 8,233 - 119 38 1,531 9,160 12,121

2,523,723 274,616 418 42,496 482,935 37,284 1,252,887 26 12,736 50,705 174,672 1,199,983 2,047,742
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