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To His Excellency the Governor and Honorable Council.

The Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game respect-

fully submit their thirty-fourth annual report.

Fishways.

The success of the new fishway at Lawrence made it desira-

ble that some repairs should be made on the Lowell fishway.

A request was accordingly made to the Locks and Canal Com-
pany to that end, and we are assured that our suggestions have

been fully complied with ; but owing to the extended drought

during the past summer and fall, there has not been sufficient

water to test it.

The fishway at Middleborough, connecting the Nemasket

River with the large pond above what is known as Sherman's

dam, is important as affecting the fisheries of Taunton River.

Owing to the difficulty of determining the ownership of said

dam and the disregard of orders from this Board, it became nec-

essary to put the case in the hands of the Attorney-General,

with the following result :
—

In re Sherman's dam at Middleborough: On Mayo, 1899, this

office, acting under Statutes 1899, chapter 103, filed a petition to the

superior court in behalf of the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries

and Game v. Lizzie B. S. Wyman, asking for an order to repair and

keep open the fishway over the Sherman dam at Middleborough.

After a hearing before Mr. Chief Justice Mason, a decree was

entered on May 26, 1899, ordering the respondent, on or before

Aug. 1, 1899, to construct a new fishway over said dam, in accord-

ance with definite specifications, to maintain the same in a condition

suitable for the passage of migratory fish, and to keep the same open

from April 1 to July 1 and from August 1 to October 1 , in each year.

Franklin T. Hammond,
Assistant Attorney- General.
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Food Fish and Hatcheries.

All applications for stocking ponds, made in accordance with

chapter 208, Acts of 1897, have been complied with. By an

act of the Legislature, 1899, chapter 107, Mill Pond, Yar-

mouth, has been secured by the commission for the purpose of

cultivation of food fish, especially white perch, for distribution.

While the season has been remarkable for its drought, it does

not seem to have materially affected the trout streams. The

catch has been good, and in many localities an increase has

been reported. The open season for trout fishing should be

shortened, and the taking of any trout less than six inches in

length prohibited.

The report of the superintendent of hatcheries is herewith

submitted, giving in detail the work in that department :
—

Marion, Nov. 20, 1899.

Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — In submitting my report as superintendent of

hatcheries, I will say that during the year many needed improve-

ments have been made at the Sutton and Hadley hatcheries. Early

in the spring the pond at Sutton was drawn down, thoroughly cleaned

out, and all of the old fish disposed of. Some were liberated in the

river below the hatchery, and about one hundred of the largest were

put into Lake Quinsigamond. We have also put into the same lake

two hundred and twenty-five two-year-old rainbow trout, grown at

Sutton. Our fish were carefully selected, and two thousand of the

best two to four years old were saved for breeding stock, which have

given us up to the present time four hundred thousand eggs, with

prospects of about as many more. New ponds were put in early in

the season for growing young fish, and we have on hand about six-

teen thousand land-locked salmon, brown and brook trout fingerlings.

A new house has been built, of sufficient capacity to supply all the

ice necessary, and the old ice house has been moved back and is now
used as a meat house. Quite a number of fruit trees have been set

out about the place, and considerable work has been done in grading,

seeding down and setting out flower beds, which has added very much
to the looks of the grounds, and has had a very pleasing effect upon

the many who have visited the place during the year.

Owing to an excess of water during heavy rains and freshets at

Hadley, it has been necessary to strengthen the upper dam and put

in another sluice way. Two new ponds have been built, and the

spawning race has been carried further out into the pond. There is
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considerable work that is needed to be done, but owing to lack of

funds it has been necessary to economize at this station.

There have been put into the pond in the last two years about

thirty-five hundred yearling trout, and unless the percentage of loss

is larger than usual, we should get at least half a million of eggs. I

would recommend that another year pens be built for holding at least

half of our breeding fish. While I am convinced that trout can be

grown cheaper and larger in deep ponds than otherwise, there is an

uncertainty about the condition and number that can only be ascer-

tained by drawing down the pond. On the other hand, where.your

fish are in pens, they can be seen at all times, and if disease appears,

or the fish disappear, it is noticed at once, and the evil can be reme-

died.

The new hatchery built at Adams last year was finished in time to

receive its allotment of two hundred thousand eggs. The spring sup-

plying the house with water proved satisfactory in every respect,

giving a large flow of even temperature, and free of sediment. One

million eggs put on the trays at Winchester, Sutton, Hadley and

Adams hatched with a small loss, and the fry were distributed in

April and May. A list of the distributions will be found in the

Appendix.
Respectfully submitted,

John W. Delano,
Superintendent.

Carp.

Soon after the introduction of carp into this country by the

late Prof. Spencer F. Baird, then U. S. Commissioner of Fish

and Fisheries, and before they were fairly established in their

new home, there came a howl from one end of the country to

the other, charging that they were worthless as food, and that

they destroyed the spawn of other and more valuable fish.

This came from people who were ignorant of the true character

of this fish, and who had forgotten, if they ever knew, that

Isaac Walton had termed the carp "the queen of the rivers."

On the Great Lakes, where the fisheries were gradually grow-

ing less, the fishermen, true to their usual habit, laid the blame

on the despised carp, instead of admitting that the decrease

was due to overfishing. Some of the State commissions went

so far as to recommend that steps should be taken to clear the

waters of them,— a proposition about as feasible as to propose

to clear a ten-acre marsh of mosquitos, for carp, once intro-

duced into waters of any considerable area, are there to stay.
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Ponds have been drawn down and apparently every carp

removed, and in a few years they were found to be as plenty

as ever.

Professor Baird was a man of great good sense, and took no

decided action without first considering the result. He made
himself familiar with the methods and results of carp culture

in Europe, and of the millions of dollars there invested in this

industry and the profit arising therefrom. We know from

personal interview with him that he had no hesitation in intro-

ducing them into American waters. Years have gone by, and

the good professor has passed from this life, but his work lives

after him. Fully satisfied with the information obtained from

him and others, we have always advocated the importance of

carp culture as likely to yield more money value than the

culture of any other variety of fish, and that the farmer who
owns meadow land with a never-failing brook running through

it could make a carp pond which would yield him a good profit.

Notwithstanding all the diverse criticisms, we believe that,

as a means of increasing the native fish, it is desirable to stock

many of our waters with carp. In support of this conclusion,

we quote the following tables and extracts from the report of

the Fish Commission of Illinois for 1898 :
—

Returns from twenty points on the Illinois River probably not over

seventy-five per cent, for this river, and representing only about two

hundred miles frontage out of nearly or quite one thousand miles

frontage of rivers productive of this great food product.

1896.

Carp, 3,678,000 pounds, net value, . . . $99,059 50

Other fish, 3,574,811 pounds, net value, . . 108,527 72

1897.

Carp, 5,489,900 pounds, net value, . . . $164,699 75

Other fish, 4,213,398 pounds, net value, . . 114,783 07

Carp are accused of driving out all of the game fish and destroying

the young of all other fish. The best argument to refute that theory

is a plain statement of the conditions that exist this season (1898)

in the Illinois River. Carp are more plentiful than ever, growing to

immense size, and the increase in numbers wonderful, while there are

more black bass and croppie than for many years before ; and we

can cite many instances in lakes along this river where very large

hauls of carp have been made ; one in particular aggregating thirty
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thousand pounds, and yet that lake has furnished the best black bass

fishing on the Illinois River. This instance is not an exception, but

is repeated many times in greater or less degree along the whole

length of the river.

It is significant that a great part of this large amount of

carp finds a market in Philadelphia, New York and Boston,

selling here at from eighteen to twenty-five cents a pound. It

is safe to say that few rivers on the Atlantic slope, from Lab-

rador to the Gulf, produce a larger revenue.

Owing to the lack of proper protection, the shad have been

destroyed in our rivers so that there is not much of value left

in them. In view of the results obtained in Illinois and else-

where, the question of stocking our otherwise nearly barren

rivers with carp is one demanding serious attention and con-

sideration. By doing this, it is probable that the commercial

or food-yielding possibilities of certain of our streams may be

greatly enhanced, while a secondary benefit will be derived,

namely, the young of the carp will furnish an abundant supply

of food to any game fish that may be in the waters, and to that

extent make it possible for them to maintain their abundance,

and even to increase, as similar species have done elsewhere.

Shore Fisheries.

Weir and Net Fishing. — The weir and net fisheries have

been much more profitable the past season than for several

years. This was due largely, if not wholly, to an unusually

large catch of mackerel. These fish were mostly of medium
size, and the bulk of them were taken late in the season, wrhen

they were in the best possible condition, and when they

brought remunerative prices, though the overcrowding of the

market with fresh mackerel caused a temporary decline in

values.

The increase in catch of this species over 1898, considered

from the stand-point of numbers of fish alone, is about fifty

per cent. If, however, consideration is given to the larger

size of the mackerel taken in 1899, the difference is much
greater, and doubtless the catch was more than double that of

the previous year. The increase of value of the product over

that of 1898 must be much larger than the difference in bulk
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would indicate, owing to the better condition of the fish for

food.

The most remarkable event of the season, and one of the

most notable in the history of a species famed for its erratic

habits, was the sudden appearance in Cape Cod Bay, at the

close of October and the beginning of November, of a large

body of mackerel, probably a fraction of a much greater army
of fish which passed east of Cape Cod in its autumn migration

southwardly. These fish were mostly twelve to twelve and

one-half inches long (weighing about nine-tenths of a pound

each, as taken from the water), and, as already indicated, were

in prime condition for food.

From reports submitted to the commission, it appears that

the mackerel of this run were first taken at Barnstable on

October 30. Some of the fishermen were unprepared to take

advantage of the appearance of fish, for they had taken up

their weirs, and the gill netters in some cases did not set their

nets until they heard of the catch elsewhere, and the most

favorable time for fishing had passed. This was the case at

Dennis.

The fish, following the curve of the Cape, appeared at Truro

and vicinity on the east side of the bay on October 31. No
mackerel were taken on November 1, but on the four or five

succeeding days large catches were made in the weirs and gill

nets, after which the fish disappeared. From all the data avail-

able, it appears that the total catch of the shore fishermen in

Cape Cod Bay from October 30 to November 6, inclusive,

closely approximated six thousand barrels of mackerel. This

result may be considered extraordinary and a great blessing,*

in view of the general scarcity of mackerel throughout the

season, and the comparatively limited catch of the mackerel

fleet. It emphasizes the fact that there was a vast body of this

species somewhere in the ocean, apparently not met with by

the fishermen, and therefore the product of the summer fishery

failed to indicate the abundance that actually existed, but was

unsuspected until revealed in the fall migration. Had there

been a considerable fleet of mackerel schooners at Cape Cod,

* We are informed that one weir at North Truro stocked about six thousand dollars

during this run of mackerel, the members of its crew sharing about five hundred dollars

each.
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as was often the case at this season in former years, the total

catch would doubtless have been very large, and might easily

have exceeded the entire product of the fishery during the

previous months of the season. But the fishery had been

practically abandoned by the vessels, which had mostly entered

other branches of fishing or were hauled up, and consequently

were unprepared to take advantage of the presence of mackerel

on the fishing grounds.

The occurrence of late mackerel schools was, however, no

more than a repetition of history. In the long period of scarcity

of mackerel, between 1831 and 1850, it happened on several

occasions that a summer season of poor fishing was followed in

late autumn by the appearance at or near Cape Cod of an

immense body offish, from whence no one knew, and the catch

of a few days added materially to the season's earnings. This

was notably the case in 1847 and 1848, just preceding the re-

turn of the mackerel in comparative abundance, and it is to be

hoped that the occurrence of mackerel late in the fall of 1899

may likewise be the precursor of greater plentifulness of the

species in the immediate future.

The scarcity of the bluefish in the coast waters of the State for

the past few years, and especially in the season of 1899, illus-

trates the unreliability of the species, which, to a greater or

less extent, is characteristic of the mackerel family. Its partial

absence may account for the unusual abundance of other sea

fishes, the squeteague, for example, of which there was a large

catch the past season, as has also been the case for the past six

years.

The herring catch of 1899 shows a gratifying increase,

exceeding that of the previous year by approximately fifty per

cent. The importance of this additional catch is derived

chiefly from the fact that a more bountiful supply of bait,

taken in our own waters, is thus available to the deep-sea

fishing vessels of the State.

The catch of shad has been larger in the season covered by

this report than at any time since 1888, and about six or seven

times larger than the previous year.

The catch of tautog was more than double that of 1898.

There seems to be no marked variation in the yield of other

species coming under this head, except the menhaden and
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squid. The catch of the former was exceptionally small, being

less than one-seventh that of 1898, while the yield of squid

was almost double that of the previous year.

Lobsters.

The results of the artificial propagation of the lobster, car-

ried on by the United States Fish Commission at Woods Hole

and Gloucester, in 1899, are presented in the following reports

from the superintendents at those stations, who have, with the

approval of the commissioner, Hon. George M. Bowers, fur-

nished us these data :
—

U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries,

Woods Hole, Mass., Nov. 15, 1899.

Capt. J. W. Collins, Chairman Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and
Game, 610 Cambridge Street, Allston, Mass.

Dear Sir:— In accordance with your request of the 11th instant,

I beg to submit the following report of the work done in the propa-

gation of lobsters at this station during the past season.

The season opened about the middle of April, the first eggs being

taken April 20, and ended June 30, when the last eggs were received

from Massachusetts waters. The territory covered included Vine-

yard Sound between Woods Hole and Gay Head, and so much

of Buzzard's Bay as lies between Cuttyhunk Island, New Bedford

and North Falmouth. Small collections were also made on the

north side of Cape Cod, from Plymouth and Scituate. In all, 1,156

egg-bearing lobsters were received from the waters of this State.

These lobsters yielded 14,549,000 eggs, and these in turn produced

13,113,000 fry. The fry were given a wide range of distribution,

plants being made at Scituate, Plymouth, Manomet, Wellfleet and

Provincetown on the north side of Cape Cod, and at numerous points

in Vineyard Sound and Buzzards Bay.

Besides the above, collections were made from Rhode Island and

Connecticut waters, the total number of eggs handled at the station

being 44,458,000, and the total number of fry hatched being

39,881,000.

Yours very truly, E. F. Locke,

Superintendent.
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U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries,

Gloucester, Mass., Nov. 17, 1899.

Hon. J.W.Collins, Chairman Board of Commissioners on Fish and Game,

Allston, Mass,

Dear Sir : — I beg to submit a summary of the lobster-hatching

operations at Gloucester, Mass., station during the season of 1899.

Active work began the latter part of April and continued to July

16. Collections of egg-bearing lobsters were made at various points

along the Massachusetts coast from Rockport to Cohasset, and also

from Portsmouth, N. H., to Eastport, Me. During the season we

received from Massachusetts sources 2,353 egg lobsters, which

yielded 31,184,000 eggs. From these were hatched 28,488,000 fry,

all of which were deposited in the waters of this State at various

points along the coast from Lanesville to Boston. In addition to

these, we also planted in these waters 5,197,000 lobster fry, obtained

from eggs secured in New Hampshire and Maine, making the total

fry distributed in Massachusetts waters 33,685,000.

The total receipts for the season from all sources amounted to

6,329 egg lobsters, which yielded 77,390,000 eggs, from which were

hatched and planted 70,610,000 fry.

Yours respectfully, C. G-. Corliss,

Superintendent.

The magnitude of these figures is impressive ; they demon-

strate the extensive scale upon which this work is prosecuted,

and it is evident that the planting of such immense numbers of

fry in the coast waters of the State should produce satisfactory

results, if the chances of life in its immature stages are as

good with the lobster as with many fishes that have been

objects of fish culture. Just how long it will take to demon-

strate what can be accomplished toward increasing the species

by artificial means remains to be seen.

In the mean time, we are confronted by the fact that the

decrease in the abundance of the lobster is persistent and

indisputable. The returns this year indicate a shrinkage in

the catch of about five per cent, since the previous year. In

the report for 1898 it was pointed out that "during the last

eight years the lobster fisheries have decreased over fifty per

cent.," and it is increasingly evident that its protection is a

matter which deserves careful and considerate attention on the

part of those interested in the continuance of this valuable

crustacean in our State waters.
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It may be reiterated that the laws now in force are inade-

quate to secure the results aimed at in their enactment, and so

generally desired. Despite all that can be done, it is a matter

of almost common knowledge that they are flagrantly violated

by the fishermen, many of whom persistently ignore the laws,

even after once convicted of transgression, their sole desire

being for present gains, regardless of future results. Unless

we are to see the practical extermination of the lobster in

State waters, and the extinction of an industry that supports

many people and yields a desirable and highly prized article

of food, it is necessary that some new legislation shall be

enacted which will be more effective and better adapted to

meet present conditions of fishery and trade than present laws.

It having been demonstrated that the present laws do not pro-

tect, for the simple reason that with the means available their

satisfactory enforcement is impracticable, the only apparent

remedy seems to be in the enactment of a new law, the best

the wisdom of the Legislature can devise, and providing for

its proper enforcement. This is desired by the dealers, and

by all who look beyond the present moment and have an

interest in preserving a species which is the basis of a valuable

industry.

This was emphasized at a hearing of lobster dealers, held by

the commission at the State House on November 27, at which

the leading wholesale houses of the State were represented.

While there was a diversity of opinion as to the best means to

secure desired results, and no definite proposition was put for-

ward as an expression of the assembled dealers, beyond the

desire that the commissioners should draft a measure to meet

the necessities of the case, it was unanimously urged that some

new and improved legislation is required to protect the lobster

from continual decimation and ultimate extermination. It was

also strongly advocated that any new legislation should aim to

enable reputable dealers to carry on business without the

liability of unconsciously and unintentionally becoming trans-

gressors of law, through the shrinkage of lobsters, by boiling

or otherwise, whereby those handling goods of full legal

length, when alive and under normal conditions, might be

arrested and fined for having short lobsters, if the latter are

measured after being cooked or even after being iced for a

number of hours.
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It is pertinent to state, in this connection, that the commis-

sion has recently investigated this question of shrinkage caused

by boiling. Seventeen lobsters, each ten and one-half inches

long, were carefully measured immediately after being taken

from the water, and again after having been boiled. One of these

specimens showed no appreciable change in length ; the others

had shrunk from one-eighth to one-half inch, the average being

approximately one-quarter inch. Inasmuch as the require-

ments of trade make it obligatory for the dealers to boil a large

percentage of the lobsters handled, and in summer to ship many
in ice, and as they can scarcely refuse to buy live lobsters of

full legal length, it would seem, from the facts so definitely

ascertained by the commission, that they are unnecessarily ex-

posed to peril which even-handed justice demands they should

be relieved from.

The attention of the commission was also invited to the fact

that, because of lack of uniformity of lobster laws in adjoining

States, it has been, and still is, customary for lobsters of less

than legal length in this Commonwealth to be shipped over our

lines of transportation, en route from the British maritime

Provinces to New York or Rhode Island. Many of those going

to the latter State are cooked, mutilated and reshipped to sup-

ply the trade demand in Massachusetts. This particular phase

of the trade is carried on chiefly, if not wholly, during Jan-

uary, February and March, a season when there is compara-

tively little lobster fishing in this State ; and dealers naturally

object to the profits of commerce going elsewhere, while they

are debarred from sharing in them, even when the products

themselves are ultimately consumed in this Commonwealth.

It will, however, be apparent that some difficulty may be

met with in framing a law which will meet all requirements of

trade and at the same time prove efficient in protecting the

lobster. Still, such a measure may be possible, and the im-

portance of the objects to be attained demand that an effort

shall be made to improve present conditions.

Whatever diversity of opinion may have prevailed in other

respects, and however difficult it may seem to meet all require-

ments, there was practical unanimity of feeling on the part of

the dealers assembled that a feature of any measure should be

a provision to license the lobster fishermen, the license to be

revoked for a year in case of violation of law.. This is sub-
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stantially what the commission has recommended in previous

reports ; and the fact that is it endorsed by those of long ex-

perience in the lobster trade is at least gratifying evidence that

it may safely be considered in the preparation of any new law

for protecting the lobster and preserving the industry it sup-

ports.

Sea Fisheries.

The fishing industry of the State has been more remunera-

tive during 1899 than for a series of years. This is due to

more prosperous conditions throughout the country, resulting

in an increased demand for fish food and enhanced prices.

The demand for salt fish has been good, possibly influenced

to some degree by the needs of the army and the requirements

of trade in our recently acquired insular possessions. With
the exception of the mackerel, the food species chiefly sought

by Massachusetts fishermen have been abundant, the cod par-

ticularly so, and the financial results have been correspondingly

satisfactory.

The deep-sea fisheries of New England are now largely con-

trolled by Massachusetts, and for this reason it is a matter of

much moment that the fishing interests of the State should

improve every opportunity to maintain ascendency in this

branch of maritime industry. Therefore, it seems timely to

invite attention to the fact that the United States annually

imports from Europe more than a million dollars' worth of sea

herring, in a salted condition, while fish of the same species

and equally as good, if cured in the same manner, are abund-

ant in waters frequented by Massachusetts vessels, and are

easily available to our fishermen. It is true that, while high

prices are paid for European herring, those taken by our fish-

ermen usually sell for much less money ; and our fishermen

have become accustomed to look upon the herring as a cheap

fish and one deserving of little care. The bulk of the herring

put upon the market by American fishermen are those taken

near the shore, usually in harbors or bays, in the spawning

season, when the fish are in comparatively poor condition for

food. This, together with the fact that improved methods ot

cure have been neglected, has given the American herring a

low reputation ; consequently it brings a low price, generally

about half as much as the European herring sells for.
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Fat herring, as good as the sea affords, can be caught in

quantities during the summer, in the deep waters commonly

visited by our fishermen, or they can be taken in certain har-

bors of Labrador or Newfoundland, where our vessels have a

right to fish. In view of all this, it seems desirable that the

fishing interests of this Commonwealth should make an intelli-

gent and determined effort to avail themselves of the oppor-

tunity which lies before them of supplying the American

market with herring, and of building up a reputation for their

products that will insure their favorable reception by con-

sumers. The acquirement of a million-dollar market— and this

seems practicable, if proper means are used— is a matter of

too great moment to our fishery industries to be ignored or

neglected, and no effort should be spared to secure it.

The deep-sea market fishery is a branch of industry of grow-

ing importance, and one largely controlled by this State, Bos-

ton and Gloucester being without rivals as markets for fresh

ocean fish. It is, therefore, pertinent to suggest that, while

important improvements have been made in sailing vessels in

recent years, whereby greater safety and speed have been

attained, much yet remains to be accomplished before satis-

factory conditions are reached, which will yield the greatest

profit to fishermen and dealers and enhance the value of the

products to the consumer.

It is not practicable in this report to elaborate on this sub-

ject. We will only venture to invite attention to the marvel-

lous development of the steam market-fishing fleet of Great

Britain in recent years ; the advantage which a steam-driven

vessel has over a sailing vessel in taking her catch to market,

and in fishing in strong winds when men cannot venture out

in a dory ; and to point to the fact, which seems indisputable,

that the success of the deep-sea market fishery must depend
upon the effort made to have its products landed in the best

possible condition, so that they will compare favorably with

fish caught along the coast, in the great bays and estuaries,

or on the Great Lakes, where they can be shipped, on swift

steamers or express trains, shortly after they are taken from
the water.

To attain complete success in this direction, it seems neces-

sary to employ steam vessels. Much, however, can be accom-
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plished by adopting a different system of caring for the fish

and of buying them from the vessels. At present the fish are

packed on board the vessels in pens, five or six feet deep, and

in winter without ice. The underneath fish are necessarily

jammed, and their appearance, as well as their food qualities,

are very much injured. But they are bought by the cargo,

without inspection of any sort ; consequently the painstaking

and careful fishermen receive no more pay nor consideration

than those who are negligent. Thus quantity and not quality

is the highest consideration ; the market is liable to be flooded

at times with inferior goods ; the supply fluctuates, and the

standard of excellence is more or less variable. This fails to

inspire that confidence on the part of consumers that ought to

exist, with the result that the demand is more limited than it

should be, and fishermen and dealers alike are deprived of the

full fruits of their labors.

We venture to suggest the advisability of dividing the fish

pens with horizontal shelves, so that the fish will keep better

and be more uniform in appearance when landed. It is also

highly important that some system shall be adopted whereby

the price of fish, as received from the vessel, shall depend

upon quality, and that thereby a premium shall be given to

those who are careful and land the best product. This can

scarcely be carried too far, when it is a recognized fact that

every well-preserved and delicately flavored fish creates a

demand for others, while inferior goods have a most harmful

effect. This is so true, and there are so many who are willing

to pay comparatively high prices for choice articles of fish food,

that it may even be found expedient to employ welled vessels

for bringing live fish to our markets.

Much more might be said in a suggestive way, in relation to

our sea fisheries, of interest alike to the producer and the con-

sumer; but further elaboration of the subject is not practicable

at this time. Suffice it to say that when the increase in the

steam fishing fleet of Grimsby, England, for the single year

of 1898, reached a higher total in value than the entire fishing

fleet of Essex County, it is evident that steam fishing has

passed the experimental stage, and that the time has arrived

for a serious consideration of its possibilities in the prose-
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cution of the deep-sea market fisheries from this Common-

wealth.

At the hearing on November 23, mention was made of a

proposed attempt to secure legislation in Congress at the

coming session for the prohibition of the vessel mackerel fish-

ery prior to July 1 of each year, for a term of twenty years.

The action suggested is along practically the same lines as the

law enacted by Congress in February, 1887, which restricted

the annual fishing until June 1, and covered a period of only

five years, ostensibly for the protection of the mackerel. The

subject is an interesting one from a commercial point of view, —
one in which Massachusetts has a large interest, — and it should

receive the considerate attention of those most concerned in

the proposed action.

Game.

The alarming depletion of game all over the State led us to

call a meeting of all fish and game clubs and sportsmen in the

Commonwealth, to consider some plan of protection and pos-

sible increase. All clubs, so far as we know, were notified,

and responded by delegates or letter ; and the meeting, held at

the State House November 23, was fairly well attended. This

is the first convention of sportsmen held in this State, but we
trust that it may be repeated annually.

As might have been expected, the discussion was somewhat

diffuse; but the best of feeling prevailed, and the conclusions

were very satisfactory to the commission. It was the voice of

the meeting (with one dissenting vote) that the sale of game
he prohibited and the open season for all game should be from

October 1 to December 1. The commissioners heartily agree

with this decision, and will do all they can to sustain it ; but

the clubs and sportsmen should remember that the action of

the Legislature is understood to be an expression of public

sentiment, voicing the necessities of the people. It is not

enough to favor better laws and larger appropriations ; Sena-

tors and Representatives should know what is desired by their

constituents.

However mortifying it may be to know that Massachusetts,

the first State to take action for the protection and propagation

of fish and game, has fallen behind other States, we do not
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acknowledge the justice of the charge that this commission is

responsible for it. We have, as our reports will show, con-

stantly urged the importance of better laws and adequate means

to enforce them. We are powerless to do anything unless

supported by public opinion. While many of the ideas and

inventions originated and promulgated by this Board have been

successfully carried out in other States, they have sometimes,

through no fault of the Board, failed to materialize here.

We recognize the fact that Massachusetts is to a la?°;e extent

a commercial and manufacturing State; still, she has within

her borders ample grounds, with all necessary environments, for

the maintenance of an abundance of game and fish ; and it is a

serious matter, and one indicating a lack of proper considera-

tion of the needs of our citizens, that the people of this State

annually spend many thousands of dollars for recreation else-

where, which might be provided in this State by judicious

legislation, with the result that a large revenue would be re-

tained within our own borders.

We append the following letters, as showing the general

sentiment, received from all parts of the State :
—

Great Barrington, Mass., Nov. 15, 1899.

Chairman Collins.

Dear Sir : — While we may not appear the 23d, we wish to ex-

press our great concern for the welfare of game and fish in the Com-

monwealth. With reference to western Massachusetts, it is plain to

us that the season for trout fishing should be limited to May and

June, and that no game birds should be shot or otherwise killed

except during the months of October and November ; and we think

that legislators from this district should act to this end.

We shall winter about fifty pheasants, intending to turn out say

one-half in the spring. It is known that there are a few broods of

woods-born pheasants within twenty miles of here.

Massachusetts is in the rear, when she should be in the advance,

in this good work, and we expect you will wake up the whole State.

Respectfully yours, Caleb Ticknor.

Amesburt, Mass., Nov. 24, 1899.

Hon. A. E. Brackett.

Dear Sir :— I read in to-day's " Globe " the proposed bill prohib-

iting the sale of game. Allow me to say that I believe it a move in
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the right direction, could it become a law. I know parties who gun

for market every pleasant day, and who have shot in this section

nearly one hundred and fifty grouse. I think I am safe in saying

that if there was no sale for this game, eighty per cent, would not

have been killed.

I may be wrong ; but my conviction is that, if we can do away

with market hunting, the next generation may be able to see grouse

and quail in their native State, and not have to depend on mounted

specimens in the natural history rooms.

This law would destroy the occupation of the snarer also ; and I

am ready to contribute to push such a bill., and also to put in some

solid work with the Representative from this district.

Yours respectfully, H. F. Chase.

Boston, Mass., Nov. 25, 1899.

To E. A. Brackett, Secretary Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and
Game.

Dear Sir : — One year ago all reports tended to show that our

game birds were fast becoming unusually scarce. The season now
so nearly at an end confirms those views most decidedly, and this

condition seems very prevalent throughout New England.

The worst enemy to our game is, unquestionably, the market

shooter. Next to him comes the dealer in game; and our most intel-

ligent sportsmen are fast coming to the conclusion that radical meas-

ures must be resorted to, and that no time should be. lost in

instituting these.

It would be far better to entirely prohibit the sale of all game
killed in this State for a term of years, rather than to find our covers

totally deserted, as they otherwise soon will be.

Partridges, quail and woodcock will soon become plentiful again

if they have a fair chance ; but of late years there has been a ivar

of extermination waged against them.

As a deputy commissioner, I have carefully watched our market,

and I believe that very few violations of fishery or game laws have

occurred. My chief work, however, has been in the capacity of an

executive officer of the Rod and Gun Club of Massachusetts. This

organization has been in dead earnest in its pursuit of offenders
;

and we have constantly in the field two live men, these being also

deputy commissioners of fisheries and game.

As fast as our means allow, we intend to employ other officers. I

trust that all true sportsmen will not hesitate to use their utmost in-

fluence to secure much needed legislation in the interest of our game.

Very truly yours, John Fottler, Jr.



22 FISH AND GAME. [Dec.

The great and increasing demand made from all parts of the

State for the better enforcement of the laws for the protection

of fish and game renders it necessary, if the work is to be car-

ried on, that a larger appropriation should be made for that

purpose. In addition to deputies who serve without pay,

there should be a corps of paid deputies, who can be sent to

any part of the State when required.

Winchendon, Mass., Dec. 4, 1899.

Fish and Oam^ Commissioners, Boston, Mass.

Gentlemen :— It was with great pleasure that I read of the pro-

posed bill which was the result of the conference at the State House

on November 23. I think that the shortening of the season will be

a great help in preserving the remnant of our partridge, which is the

game bird of this region. Last year a great number were shot while

budding during December ; and as far as September shooting goes,

I think that each sportsman would be very glad to let the birds

alone if the rest would. There is no really good shooting until early

October. There are a number of so-called sportsmen hereabout who

are very much opposed to the prohibition of the sale of game, be-

cause it shuts them off from their market shooting ; but there is a

stronger element who believe that this is the true remedy for the

present bad conditions, and who are so anxious to see the bill become

a law that they are going to appeal to our representative-elect to give

his co-operation.

I hope that the time will come when the game laws can be enforced,

and it is only by the strong co-operation of the sportsmen that they

can be more than a " dead letter." Have we such a thing as a game

warden in this vicinity? We have never seen or heard of one.

Yours respectfully, Eben B. Ellis.

Mongolian Pheasants.

After the passage of the act of 1895, protecting pheasants,

there was a considerable delay in obtaining a pure stock for

breeding, and a still further delay in experimenting with them,

in order to acquire the necessary knowledge and experience to

successfully rear the young birds.

It was thought best to interest people throughout the State

by sending pheasants to reliable parties to breed and distribute

in their respective localities ; but unfortunately this plan did
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not meet with success, as in a majority of cases they either lost

their birds or failed to rear any. For this the commissioners

are in no way responsible, for they gave all the aid and infor-

mation possible. Could the parties have given more care and

attention to the work, the result might have been different.

Mongolian pheasants are beautiful birds, and some who re-

ceived them evidently considered their attractive appearance of

more importance than their increase.

For the past two years it has seemed to us, in view of past

experience, better to send the birds in the spring or early fall

to be liberated at once, or in the fall to parties willing to keep

them through the winter and set them free in the spring. We
are sorry to say that this agreement has not always been kept.

Probably a still better way would be for the commission to

personally inspect and select suitable localities, and put the

birds out in colonies, from which the young birds would scatter

and select desirable homes for themselves. In this way there

would be no difficulty in stocking the State, provided they

were not molested by lawless hunters. The State of Oregon

was stocked from birds liberated on one estate.

Pheasants, like the quail, inhabit the more open ground dur-

ing spring, summer and fall, and seek shelter in the thick pine

woods in winter. Their native habitat is a country where the

winters are more severe than in this State, and they will with-

stand the cold.

Two important questions had to be considered in introduc-

ing pheasants. First, would they find sufficient food to tide

them through the winter. It was not known whether they

would "bud," like the grouse. This question is now settled.

Last winter was severe, as the snow came early and lasted

long, but not a pheasant was known to have perished from

cold or lack of food. Some of the liberated birds have been

seen in hen yards, apparently seeking food ; but this is due to

the fact that they have been accustomed to be fed, and to their

disposition to flock together in winter. The second question

was, Will hunters let them alone until the State is well

stocked? The artificially reared bird is half tame, and would

easily fall a prey to the unprincipled gunner ; and we regret to

say that many of them have already been killed, six or eight
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persons having been convicted and fined ; and we know that

these cases represent only a small part of the number destroyed

by lawless hunters, where sufficient evidence to convict could

not be obtained. It is unnecessary to say that this wanton

destruction has materially affected the success of our work.

Nevertheless, we are able to present very encouraging reports,

such as has never been possible in the introduction of any

other game bird. There have been but few liberated in Win-
chester from the State aviary, yet this and the surrounding

towns are becoming fairly well stocked. Scarcely a week

passes without a report of pheasants being seen. On one

estate, within two miles of the aviary, the owner reports that

not less than seven or eight broods have been seen this season,

and surely not less than fifty birds reared.

From the testimony received, we submit the following as

giving a fair illustration of the whole. To print all would

only be cumulative evidence, not necessary to give an under-

standing of what has been done :
—

Winchester, Mass.

In reply to your inquiry concerning pheasants which I have seen

at a distance from the Fells. During the last of September, while

playing golf on the links near Horn Poud, I walked within one hun-

dred feet of a flock of about twenty. They seemed to be a little

larger than quails. A few days later, while driving from North

Woburn to Wilmington, Mrs. Houghton and I saw a flock this side

of the chemical works. They seemed about the same size, but there

were more of them. Several times last winter I saw some about the

centre of Winchester and about the parkway.

Very truly yours, Henry L. Houghton.

North Easton, Mass., Oct. 24, 1899.

As you know, I have liberated not more than from twenty to thirty

hens ; have heard within the last six months of eight or ten broods.

How authentic all these accounts are I cannot say, but I do know of

four different broods of young birds hatched this summer. I should

say, on the whole, that what I have liberated had done very well.

Yours truly, Hobart Ames.
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Milford, Mass.

It is a pleasure to me to report that the pheasants have clone finely

about here this summer, and I do not think any one has molested

them. There were three broods raised within a mile of my home,

one of nine, another of six, and the third is said to contain a dozen.

Old birds have been seen in adjoining towns. No doubt there have

been other broods that I do not know of.

W. N. Prentiss.

Manchester, Mass.

Gentlemen : — We have raised sixty-two pheasants from "six hens

and two cocks. I keep, for breeding, twenty hens and ten cocks
;

and the rest we have liberated this fall, and they stay in our woods.

The one pair which I liberated last spring bred and raised three, —
all hens. Hermann Thiemann,

Foreman Summer Residence of

U. S. Senator McMillan of Michigan.

Fitchburg, Mass., Nov. 1, 1899.

Mr. E. A. Brackett, Commissioner on Inland Fisheries and Game for

Massachusetts.

Dear Sir :— As you already know from our yearly reports what

we have accomplished in the past few years in propagating and re-

leasing Mongolian pheasants in this vicinity, I will not review, except

to state that up to Jan. 1, 1899, we had reared and released sufficient

birds to stock our covers if they proved hardy enough to stand our

severe winters and would propagate in a wild state as they ought.

The winter of 1898-99 was very severe in this vicinity,— in fact, the

oldest inhabitant could hardly remember its equal. Snow came in

abundance the first of December and remained until spring.

The writer took all possible pains to ascertain where and how
the pheasants wintered, and found that almost invariably they made
their homes in the thick clumps of white pines that abound in this

section, which afford them ample protection from the cold and storms.

Their food consisted of such weed seeds as were not covered by the

snow, buds on low bushes, and when other food failed they would

take to the trees and bud similarly to our ruffed grouse or partridge,

but they would not bud in the trees from choice as readily as the

grouse. We released our birds last season from July to September,

much earlier in the summer than in the two previous years ; and thus

they were liberated when insect life was at its height, and they could



26 FISH AND GAME. [Dec.

procure an abundance of food anywhere. In this way, as they grew
up amid their new surroundings, they would locate much better.

One very nice thing about these birds is that they do not flock, as

do the pinnated grouse or prairie chicken, but distribute themselves

very nicely. We know of coveys in eight of the surrounding towns.

Of course they settle more thickly in some kinds of covers, and we
know of one section where, in about two miles of territory, north and

south, there are about ten coveys, and doubtless there are many more

that we do not know of. We know of chicks having been seen in all

of the surrounding towns, and from early spring up to the present

time reports have been continually coming to me that these birds have

been seen all around us.

We did not propagate and release this season, but let the Worcester

sportsmen have our breeding stock and aviaries, Mr. Foster also tak-

ing care of them. Just how many they have raised I am unable to

state, but am told that they have been very successful. Doubtless

foxes, skunks, etc., have destroyed some of these birds, as they do

our grouse, and perhaps some have been shot ; but we think them

amply able to take care of themselves.

We hope that a bill may be passed this coming winter, extending

the close time. We think by so doing they would become thoroughly

established all over the State. A gentleman told me to-day that he

saw thirty-two of these birds in one day. If they increase as well for

the next year our covers will be nicely stocked with them, and this

fine game bird will be, like the poor, " always with us."

Irving O. Converse,

Secretary Fitchburg Rifle and Gun Club.

Ashby, Mass.

Dear Sir : — I receive reports from various parts of the town, from

time to time, that old pheasants have been seen. Only two broods

of young have been reported ; but it must be remembered that most

of the birds I have raised have been liberated in other places, where

they are reported to have bred to the satisfaction of the parties liber-

ating them. Two hundred young birds is the result of my efforts this

season. One hundred and fifty of these were contracted for by the

Worcester County Game Protective Association, a part of which have

been liberated, and the remainder will be kept to be liberated in the

spring.

Yours truly, H. R. Foster.

We recommend an amendment to section 2, chapter 91,

Public Statutes ; that the time of a closed season for pheasants
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be extended ; a change in the laws for the protection of fish

and game, and that some change be made in the laws for the

protection of lobsters ; also a larger appropriation for the en-

forcement of laws.

Owing to a large and increasing business, demanding his

whole time, Mr. Young, who has served for ten years on this

Board, felt compelled to decline a renomination. His unusual

executive ability, his broad and generous bearing and his com-

manding personality made him at all times a prominent and

efficient member of the Board. In his retirement, the State

loses his valuable services and his colleagues an association

which will be long and pleasantly remembered.

JOSEPH W. COLLINS, Chairman.

EDWARD A. BRACKETT, Secretary.

ELISHA D. BUFFINGTON.
J. W. DELANO, Superintendent of Hatcheries.
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List of Fish Commissioners

U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries, Washington, D. C.

George M. Bowers, Commissioner.

Irving H. Dunlap, Chief Clerk.

W. de C. Ravenal, Assistant in charge of Division of Fish Culture.

Dr. Hugh M. Smith, Assistant in charge of Division of Inquiry respecting

Food Fishes.

Charles H. Townsend, Assistant in charge of Division of Statistics and

Methods of Fisheries.

Arkansas.

H. H. Rottaken, Little Rock.

W. B. Worthen, Little Rock.

California.

Alex. T. Vogelsang, President, . . . San Francisco.

C. B. Gould, Oakland.

H. W. Keller, Santa Monica.

John P. Babcock, Chief Deputy.

Address, California Fish Commission, 78 Flood Building, San Francisco, Cal.

Colorado.

Forest, Game and Fish.

T. H. Johnson, Denver.

Connecticut.

Geo T. Mathewson, President,. . . . Thompsonville.

Alden Solmans, South Norwalk.
James A. Bill, Treasurer, .... Lyme (Bill Hill P.O.).

Delaware.
J. Stanley Short, Milford.

Dr. E. B. Shortlidge, Supt. of Hatcheries, . Wilmington.

Florida.

John Y. Detwiler, President, .... New Smyrna.
John J. Ruge, Secretary, Apalachicola.
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Georgia.

A. T. Dallis, La Grange.

Illinois.

N. A. Cohen, President, .

S. P. Bartlett, Secretary and Superintendent,

A. Lenke, Treasurer,

H. W. Loveday, Game Commissioner, .

Quincy.

Urbana.

Chicago.

Chicago.

Indiana.

Z. T. Sweeney, Columbus.

Iowa.

Geo. E. Delevan, ....... Estherville.

Kansas.

J. W. Shultz, ....... Wichita.

Maine.

L. T. Carlton, Augusta.

Henry O. Stanley, Dixfield.

Charles E. Oak, Caribou.

A. R. Nickerson, Sea and Shore Fisheries, . . Boothbay Harbor,

Maryland.

John E. Stirling, eastern shore, .

A. Fred'k George, western shore, .

Robert H. Gilbert, Game Warden,

Crisfield.

Swanton.

Baltimore.

Massachusetts.

Joseph W. Collins, Chairman, .... Boston.

Edward A. Brackett, Secretary, .... Winchester.

Elisha D. Buffington, Worcester.

Michigan.

H. W. Davis, President, Grand Rapids.

Geo. D. Mussey, Secretary, Detroit.

Herschel Whittaker, Detroit.

F. B. Dickerson, Detroit.

Albert Ives, Jr., Detroit.

Seymour Bower, Superintendent,.... Detroit.

Office, 78 Moffett Building, Detroit.
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Minnesota.

A. T. Williams, President,

Jacob Danz, Second Vice-President,

W. W. Ward, Secretary,

A. L. Cramb, Treasurer,

S. J. Donnelly, Attorney,

John Beutner, Executive Agent, .

W. H. Morgan, Superintendent of Fisheries,

Minneapolis.

St. Paul.

Fairmont.

St. Cloud.

St. Paul.

Proctor Knott.

St. Paul.

Missouri.

Samuel T. Rathell, Chairman,

Frank Yennewine, Secretary and Treasurer,

John T. Crisp,

Wm. A. Rothwell,

P. L. Hurt,

A. J. D. Burford, State Game and Fish Warden,

200 Deputy Game and Fish Wardens.

St. Louis.

St. Joseph.

Independence.

Moberly.

Booneville.

Burfordsville.

Nebraska,

Robert S. Oberfelder, President, .

D. W. Barnes,

W. L. May, .....
Sidney.

Valparaiso.

Omaha.

New Hampshire.

Nathaniel Wentworth,

W. T. Shurtleff, .

F. L. Hughes,

.

Hudson Center,

Lancaster.

Ashland.

New Jersey.

Fish and Game.

Howard P. Frothingham, President,

Wm. A. Halsey, ....
Benj. P. Morris, ....
J. Frank Budd, ....

Mt. Arlington.

Newark.

Long Branch.

Burlington City.

New York.

Fish, Game and Forest.

Barnet H. Davis, President, Palmyra.

Hendrick S. Holden, Syracuse.

Wm. R Reed, Potsdam.

Charles H. Babcock, Rochester.

Edward Thompson, Northport, L. I.

Charles A. Taylor, Secretary, .... Albany.
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Ohio.

George Falloon, President, Athens.

L. H. Reutinger, Secretary and Chief Warden, . Athens.

Albert Brewer, Tiffin.

A. J. Hazlett, Bucyrus.

J. C. Burnett, Sabina.

James W. Owens, Newark.

Oregon.

The Governor, Portland.

Secretary of State,....... Portland.

H. D. M'Guire, Commissioner and Executive

Officer, Portland.

Pennsylvania.

Fish Commission.

S. B. Stillwell, President, .

H. C. Demuth,

James W. Correll, . . . .

D. P. Corwin, Secretary, 609 Lewis Building,

James A. Dale, Corresponding Secretary, .

John Wamberger,

Scranton.

Lancaster.

Easton.

Pittsburg.

York.

Erie.

Game Commission.

Wm. M. Kennedy, President, .... Allegheny City.

Coleman K. Sober, ...... Lewisburg.

E. B. Westfall, Williamsport.

James H. Worden, Harrisburg.

Irving^A. Stearns, Wilkesbarre.

Charles B. Penrose, Philadelphia.

Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, Secretary, .... Harrisburg.

Rhode Island.

J. M. K. Southwick,

Wm. P. Morton, Secretary,

H. T. Root, .

C. W. Willard,

A. D. Roberts,

H. C. Bumpus, Ph.D., Brown University,

Newport.

Johnstown.

Providence.

Westerly.

Woonsocket.

Providence.

Utah.

Fish and Game.

John Sharp, Salt Lake City.
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John W. Titcomb,

Horace W. Bailey,

Vermont.

St. Johnsbury.

Newbury.

Virginia.

Frank Fletcher, Chairman,

S. F. Miller, Secretary,

John A. Curtis,

Geo. B. Keezell,

Pembroke Pettitt, .

Jenkins Bridge.

Cardinal.

Richmond.

Keezelton.

Palmyra.

Washington.

The Governor, . Tacoma.

State Treasurer, Tacoma.

A. C. Little, Fish Commissioner and GameWarden, Tacoma.

Office, 212-213 Berlin Building.

Wisconsin

Edwin E. Bryant, President, .

Dr. E. A. Birge, Secretary, .

James Nevin, Superintendent,

Calvert Spensley, .

James J. Hogan, .

Wm. J. Starr,

Currie J. Bell,

Henry D. Smith, .

James T. Ellarson, Fish and Game Warden,

Madison.

Madison.

Madison.

Mineral Point.

La Crosse.

Eau Claire.

Bayfield.

Appleton.

Madison.

Wyoming.

Fish and Game.

Gustave Schnitger, Laramie.
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[B.]

Distribution of Food Fish

Trout Fry.

Adams Hatchery, May, 1899. Hadley Hatchery.

A. M. Nichols, for waters in North A. D. Cooke, for waters in South

Adams. Hadley.

I. H. Ripley, for waters in South Lee. F. M. Smith, for waters in South

E. B. Hodskins, for waters in Chester. Hadley.

0. E. Hodskins, for waters in Chester. T. F. Buckley, for waters in South

G. W. Waterhouse, for waters in Hadley.

Chester. G. Hoffman, for waters in South

C. J. Russell, for waters in Colrain. Hadley.

A. R. Willard, for waters in Green- G. S. Buckner, for waters in East-

field. hampton.
J. H. Woods, for waters in Pittsfield. J. Connelly, for waters in East-

F. N.Gibbons, for waters in Granville. hampton.

0. R. Noble, for waters in Granville. Wm. H. Rieley, for waters in East-

J. Anderson, for waters in Middle- hampton.

field. F. S. Isebel, for waters in East-

B. D. Pierce, for waters in Middle- hampton.
field. Wm. H. Feiker, for waters in North-

J. M. Galusha, for waters in Wil- ampton.

liamstown. E. N. Foote, for waters in North-

W. E. Hoyt, for waters in Williams- ampton.

town. Wm. H. Richardson, for waters in

C. F. Bates, for waters in Worth- Northampton.

ington. J. E. Riley, for waters in West Hat-

H. S. Cole, for waters in Worthing- field.

ton. Dana Pearson, for waters in West-

A. S. Storm, for waters in Hinsdale. hampton.

W. H. Carey, for waters in Dalton. H. E. Maynard, for waters in Ches-

E. T. Peck, for waters in Stockbridge. terfield.

J. S. Moore, for waters in Stock- A. M. Belden, for waters in Ches-

bridge. terfield.

C. W. Burton, for waters in Adams. C. H. Gere, for waters in Plainfield.
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Trout Fry— Continued.

I. J. Walden, for waters in Ashfield. F. F. Shepard, for waters in West-

F. Belden, for waters in Whately. field.

C. M. Pettingill, for waters in Cum- W. J. Morton, for waters in West-

mington and Hawley. field.

A. M. Lyman, for waters in Mon- Wm. H. Foote, for waters in West-

tague. field.

Calvin Keyser, for waters in Goshen. W. B. Mahoney, for waters in West-

F. E. Hawkes, for waters in Goshen. field.

W. A. Smith, for waters in Goshen. G. H. Perkins, for waters in West-

C. W. Leach, for waters in Leverett. field.

L. W. West, for waters in Hadley. Chas. Wright, for waters in Russell.

A. Marsh, for waters in Williams- S. F. Stevens, for waters in Russell.

town. E. H. Smith, for waters in Agawam.
J. W. Bliss, for waters in South Am- J. Anderson, for waters in Worth -

herst, ington.

Button Hatchery.

G. E. Whitehead, for waters in Mill- Winchester Hatchery.

bury. G. W. Alcott, for waters in Tewks-
G. E. Pogue, for waters in Grafton. bury.

G. W. Bruce, for waters in Grafton. C. Smith, for waters in Chelmsford.

C. A. Brown, for waters in Grafton. M. L. Soper, for waters in Tyngs-
G. C. Randies, for waters in North- borough.

bridge G. L. Huntoon, for waters in Dracut.

N. Vondell, for waters in North A. J. Pease, for waters in Dracut.

Grafton, L. W. Hall, for waters in Dracut.

W. F. Brown, for waters in Paxton, C. A. Hall, for waters in Billerica.

R. B. Dodge, for waters in Charlton. E. H. Richards, for waters in Bur-
I. Comins, for waters in Charlton. lington.

T. P. Brown, for waters in Rutland. A. B. Clark, for waters in Peabody.
E. D. Marchessault, for waters in C. A. Wiggin, for waters in Peabody.

Spencer. G. H. Webster, for waters in Haver-
C. V. Dudley, for waters in Whitins- hill.

ville. C. F. Winch, for waters in George-
W. E. Clark, for waters in Paxton. town.

Nath. Clark, for waters in Paxton. C. R. Morse, for waters in Woburn.
T. J. Manly, for waters in Brookfield. C. P. Abbott, for waters in Grove-
J Q. Hatch, for waters in North- land.

borough. J. H. Jones, for waters in Falmouth.
P. Shaughnessey, for waters in Up- R. M. Tenney, for waters in George-

ton. town.
J. F. Despeau, for waters in Upton. 0. I. Stowell, for waters in Lynn-
A. Read, for waters in Westfield. field.

E. G. Clark, for waters in Westfield. L. C. Hevvson, for waters in South
W. F. Shaw, for waters in Westfield. Weymouth.
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Trout Fry— Concluded.

Wm. H. Frost et al.
t
for waters in

Phillipston.

W. L. Whitney, for waters in Heath.

Andrew Saur, for waters in Charle-

Wm. H. Frost et al., for waters in

Petersham.

mont.

T. H. Short, for waters in Charle-

Wm. H. Frost et ah, for waters in

Athol.

mont.

E. C. Hall, for waters in Buckland.

Wm. H. Frost et al., for waters in

Orange.

G. C. Chaney, for waters in Leom-
inster.

W. B. Barnes, for waters in East-

hampton and Holyoke.

H. Gilderson, for waters in Haver-

hill.

R. Wetherbee, for waters in Lex- J. P. Love, for waters in Webster.

ington.

Hon. G. N. Dyer, for waters in Gard-

ner, Templeton, Winchendon and

Hubbardston.

L. D. Bailey, for waters in Buckland.

E. C. Frost, for waters in Shelburne.

Wm. A. Lang, for waters in Lowell.

C. A. Stone, for waters in Fitchburg.

J. C. McMullen, for waters in Fitch-

burg.

J. C. Hartshorne, for waters in

Wakefield.

L. P. Woodward, for waters in Heath.

J. C. Winterh alder, for waters in

Conway.

J. M. Blandier, for waters in Natick.

J. F. Moynihan, for waters in Stone-

ham.

White Perch.

Machine Works Pond, Whitinsville, 350

Clapp's Pond, Provincetown, 350

Archers, Whitings and Mirimichi, Wrentham, . . . 700

Big Sandy, Furnace and Oldham, 700

Crystal Lake, Haverhill, 350

Podunk^Pond, Brookfield 350

Put into Lake Quinsigamond from Sutton PIatchery.

Two years old rainbow trout,

Three to five years old brook trout,

225

75
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[C]

Eepoets of Special Deputies

Following are the reports of the special deputies employed

by the Board ; these show the work performed by them.

Bradford, Nov. 10, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— I have given a large portion of my time to the busi-

ness of enforcing the fish and game laws, with the following results :
—

April 10, S. C. Manning of Newburyport, selling song birds, guilty.

April 11, Messrs. Rogers of Lowell, selling song birds, guilty. May
16, Wm. Wickens of Lawrence, three short lobsters (cases placed on

file), fined $15. August 2, E. O. Brown of Gloucester, ten short

lobsters, fined $50. August 16, J. W. Munroe of Boston, six short

lobsters, fined $30. August 17, J. Douglass of Gloucester, unmarked

lobster car, fined $10. September 6, D. B. Newcomb of Salem, un-

cooked lobster tails, discharged.

The law in relation to the sale of song birds as ornaments went

into effect April 1, 1899, and thus far has resulted in materially lim-

iting the destruction of our song birds, very few of which at the

present time are being worn or offered for sale at millinery stores in

Massachusetts.

I have assisted in securing the conviction of one Lebouffe of Hav-

erhill for trapping and selling song birds. He was fined $30. I also

assisted other deputies in prosecuting violations of the lobster laws,

and numerous parties have been before the courts and fined. Still

the work of destroying small lobsters, by the catchers breaking the

tail and claws from the body, especially during the beach season, has

continued with little if any abatement. The annual destruction of

the eight and nine inch lobsters by catchers along the coast exceeds

800,000 during the beach season. It requires but little forethought

to understand that this constant drain upon the lobster fisheries is

destined to eventually destroy the industry in this State. A close

season of three months annually might prove a remedy for this grow-

ing evil.
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I am led to believe that the snaring of game has nearly ceased in

sections of the State where formerly large quantities of game were

annually destroyed by means of snares. I hear of only two instances

of snares being found by hunters in the woods this season, and one

of those was where the owner of the premises had caused the snares

to be set. The scarcity of game birds may have had a tendency to

lessen the number of snares used, but the arrest and conviction of

several parties last season have served as a warning to those who
formerly resorted to the taking of game by means of snares as a busi-

ness.

The presence of several flocks of young pheasants in locations

where breeding birds have been liberated is substantial evidence that

the introduction of this species of game bird is destined to prove a

success in the near future.

Respectfully submitted, B. P. Chadwick,
Deputy Commissioner.

Boston, Oct. 2, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— I herewith respectfully submit my report as deputy

specially assigned for the months of June, July, August and Sep-

tember, to the waters of Buzzard's Bay, Vineyard Sound and vicinity,

to enforce the laws in regard to lobster and menhaden fishermen.

The season of 1899 was the poorest in regard to lobster fishing

that has come under my observation since I was put in charge of that

locality. Gales and high winds constantly prevailed, so much so

that the lobster fishermen were unable to properly tend their gear

and market their catch, on account of the extreme roughness of the

waters. The loss to the fishermen of pots and gear was such that in

many cases, owing to the small catch of marketable lobsters, it did

not pay to continue in the business. Of so-called "shorts" there

seemed to be an abundance, showing that under favorable circum-

stances this branch of our fishing industry would again become a

source of profit.

I would call the commissioners' attention to the fact that the law is

broken nine times out of ten by lobstermen who fish near places occu-

pied by summer residents. Gentlemen whose voices are the loudest in

support of laws for the preservation of fish and game are among the

first to tempt the fishermen to sell them " shorts" for both food aud

bait, especially the latter. The rod and reel fishermen in these waters,

and those who catch various kinds of fish for the market, will, at

any and all times, get "shorts" for baiting purposes. But I will

give the majority of lobstermen credit for obeying the laws, although
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it entails much loss to them, and will, so long as the laws of Massa-

chusetts in regard to length of " shorts" are different from those of

adjacent States. The close proximity of Cuttyhunk to the Rhode

Island line makes the seizure of illegal lobsters that are being trans-

ported from that island very difficult.

It would help the department greatly if a small launch, forty to

fifty feet in length, of fair speed and moderate cost, was placed at

the disposal of the deputy in charge of this locality. Menhaden

fishermen gave Buzzard's Bay a wide berth last summer, their

steamers being observed but very few times. Menhaden were plenty

from one end of Buzzard's Bay to the other. Squeteague or weak

fish were for the first time in great abundance ; the small bays and

coves were literally alive with them, affording fine sport to the rod and

reel fishermen, taking the place of the blue fish, which seemed to have

slipped by in the past season. Bottom fishing in the spring and fall

was excellent, but during the summer months fell away to nothing.

Respectfully submitted, James H. Delano,
Deputy.

Lawrence, Nov. 20, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — I enclose my report of fish seen in the fishway this

year. I suppose that you know that the river has not been so low

for seventeen years. I shut the water out of the fishway in July.

Since then there has practically been no river, as far as the fishway

was concerned, as there was no stream running down from the dam
to call fish up, and a sewer discharged its contents into the river just

under the bridge and fouled what little water there was, so that I

should think no fish would swim in it. If there were a stream of

any size coming over the dam, it would carry this foul water away

and there would be no trouble ; but as it has been for weeks and

months, the dam and the rocks below as dry as a road, only a few

pools with water in them, a run of fish was impossible.

This year I have seen no salmon jumping in the river below the

dam, and have heard of no one seeing any ; also have not seen any

in the pools at the foot of the dam when the water was low, as I

have in former years, so I think there can be but few in the river.

Fish commenced to go up the fishway in April— suckers, chubs and

a few lampreys. In May there was a large run of lampreys and a

good many suckers and chubs. The lampreys continued to run,

growing less in number from day to day, until June 19. A few

suckers and chubs were running until the middle of July, since then

(up to the first of November) the river has been remarkably low
;

no water in the fishway.

Respectfully submitted, Thomas S. Holmes.
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Provincetown, Oct. 30, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — Herewith please find my report as deputy commis-

sioner for 1899.

I have visited the fish pounds and fishermen of my district, and

furnished the new fishermen with blanks. I have received four com-

plaints for violation of the fish and game laws. These I have inves-

tigated.

Quail are not as plenty as in previous years : the heavy snow storm

of last February must have destroyed many. Pheasants have been

seen on State land at Provincetown a number of times, and I think

they are doing well. The spring catch of mackerel in Barnstable

Bay was a large increase over that of the last three years.

S. B. Rich,

Deputy Commissioner.

Yarmouth, Oct. 19, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — In April I tacked up notices at all approaches to

the pond, and have seen that they were kept there. I have patrolled

around the pond nights. There has been no seining or gill netting

so far, and very little hook and line fishing.

There should be a fishway put in at the dam, as the one there is of

no account.

Mr. Delano has taken over 2,000 small perch this month.

I have warned six lobster fishermen and read them the law.

Yours respectfully, S. L. Robbins,

Deputy.
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[D.]

Reports of Unpaid Deputies

The following are reports, or extracts from reports, from a

few of our large corps of unpaid deputies, who are doing much
throughout the State to protect our fish and game and to

awaken an interest in, and proper regard for, the laws in this

direction. Sufficient are given to show the general feeling in

every part of the State, but we have not space for all.

1. Eastern Section of the State.
Tisbury, Mass.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen: — In my capacity as warden I have made no arrests,

though I have spent quite a little time in the country during the close

season. Regarding the conditions of fish and game in our vicinity,

there is scarcely any fresh-water fishing on the island other than for

perch but what is on restricted territory.

The game conditions are much the same as a year ago this time.

The quail crop, owing to the heavy fall of snow last year, was not as

large as the previous season. Nearly all the birds found as late as

November 1 seemed to be very small and unfit to shoot. Partridges

do not seem to increase, though they are found over the entire island.

The woodcock shooting was not up to what it has been for a number

of years. The prairie chickens are exceedingly scarce, though I did

see one bunch of eight this fall, which is more than I have seen at

any one time together for a number of years. I am convinced that

more or less of these birds are shot each year, but as yet I have not

been able to get the proper evidence to convict any one. I believe that

if the law on these birds could be rigidly enforced for several years,

it might then be possible to have an open season for a few days each

year. I am pleased to report that the English pheasants, which were

liberated by a resident of the island, seem to be increasing. I also

desire immediate information regarding the law on these birds.

Some of the people of the Vineyard are under the impression that

the law allows shooting immediately after Jan. 1, 1900. I do not

construe it this way myself, but shall be especially pleased to receive
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information from you as to when legal shooting on these birds can

commence. It is commented upon that the males are largely in

excess of the females. I shall at my own expense liberate several

dozen quail in different sections of the island the coming spring.

If agreeable to your commission, I should like to serve the coming

year as deputy warden. John E. Howland.

Boston, Dec. 1, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — As deputy commissioners, employed by the Massa-

chusetts Rod and Gun Club, we submit the following report :
—

We have spent our whole time during this year in looking up cases,

reported to the club, of illegal fishing and shooting. During the

spring we spent considerable time watching for illegal seining of

smelt on the south shore. We saw four men seining in boats near

Quincy Point. We chased them with a pistol, but, the night being

dark, were unable to catch them.

October 3 we saw Sidney Gurley of Boxford setting snares and

arrested him and secured conviction, with fine of $20. October 5 we

caught Erlin C. Peabody of Middleton setting snares for partridges,

and secured a warrant for his arrest. He was fined $20 for setting

snares. October 20 we arrested Patrick S. Clark of Berkley for set-

ting snares for partridges, but did not succeed in getting a conviction

against him.

We have investigated a large number of cases of illegal fishing and

shooting. In many of these cases, where we could not procure the

necessary legal evidence, we have warned the parties, who agreed to

desist. There is still a good deal of professional partridge snaring

done in some parts of the State ; but it is very difficult to procure the

required legal evidence, these men being much more wary than for-

merly. On the whole, the snaring of partridges has been practised

much less this season than last.

Yours respectfully, W. E. Quiggle.

C. E. Schworer.

Haverhill, Mass., Nov. 10, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen:— Herewith please find my report as a deputy. I

have done all in my power to have the law lived up to, and therefore

I have been kept quite busy looking after the law breakers.

I find a great many lobster fishermen who do nothing but catch

short lobsters. Owing to the scarcity of lobsters, the price has been
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high the whole season, and will be higher next season, unless there

are more prosecutions. I have been lenient with a great many that

were poor and had large families to support.

I received my appointment May 19, 1899, making about five

months' work to date.

Partridge and quail have been very scarce ; I think that the law

in regard to snaring should be changed, so that a person cannot

snare game of any kind on his own land or elsewhere. The total

number of prosecutions obtained by me was 137, with fines aggregat-

ing $1,978.50.

If reappointed next year, I shall go on as I have in the past, and

do my duty as a deputy, which every officer ought to do.

Yours respectfully, Geo. J. Jerard,

Deputy.

Quincy, Nov. 8, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :—We forward to you the report of our work for 1899,

together with the condition of fish and game in this vicinity.

As in 1898, we have worked together all the year. We have made

10 arrests, with fines amounting to $290. As to fish and game, —
trout we have none to speak of, but black bass, smelts and perch are

plenty. Partridge and quail are multiplying, but woodcock are scarce.

Respectfully yours, Charles N. Hunt,

Otis Thayer,

Deputies.

Hingham, Mass.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— I respectfully submit the following report of fish

and game in my vicinity :
—

During the months of March, April and May, two officers and

myself watched the Weymouth and Back Rivers for illegal taking of

smelt, but did not discover any one. The run of smelts this spring

was very small, especially in Weir River. There have been very

large catches of smelts this year up to November 1, — the largest for

a number of years.

We still have the appropriation of $200 from the town for enforc-

ing the law for fish and game.

In regard to gunning in the woods, there is very little, and we are

not troubled in the least by Italians. Quail and partridge are very

scarce.

Respectfully yours, W. I. James.



46 FISH AND GAME. [Dec.

Hudson, Mass., Nov. 10, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— In compliance with your request, I respectfully

submit the following report :
—

I have made no arrests this season, although I have found several

parties in the woods prepared to violate the Sunday law, and have

frightened them into returning home.

Game was quite plenty at the commencement of the season, but

the hunters that hunt to supply the market have thinned it out. A
law restricting or prohibiting market hunting is a necessity, and I

hope it will be a reality in the near future.

Fish seem to have been as plenty as at other seasons ; have heard

of no violations of the law. Partridge should be protected until

October 15.

Respectfully, Daniel D. Rose.

Beverly, Mass., Nov. 20, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— In rendering my report for the past year, will say

that I arrested one man April 15, in Danvers, for catching smelts.

He had twelve fish in his possession when arrested. The following

Monday he was brought into the district court, and pleaded guilty.

He was fined $12.

I have kept a strict watch for Sunday violators of the fish and game

laws, but have found none. The gunners are afraid of me, and if

they have violated the law they have kept out of my way.

Game is very scarce this fall, especially quail and partridge. The

pheasants have, I think, made a good showing the past year. There

was one large brood just below my house this summer. I should

think there were sixteen or eighteen young birds in one flock.

I went hunting quail last week, but did not succeed in finding any,

although my dog kept busy hunting the pheasants. I saw several of

them.

As regards fish, there is not much change except every year the

number of pickerel diminishes. The reason for this is the fact that

they are caught in large numbers through the ice.

E. S. Pierce,

Deputy.
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Wakefield, Mass., Nov. 10, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — I herewith submit my report for the past year as

deputy warden.

Since my appointment I have patrolled the game localities in this

vicinity and parts of Lynnfield, Eeading and Saugus as often as my
business would permit, especially Sundays. Have put up, securely,

posters of the fish and game laws sent me, had articles published

in local papers regarding close season, and regarding protection of

the song and insectivorous birds, and have urged teachers in our

public schools to teach their pupils the benefits of bird life and the

wickedness of destroying them and their eggs.

I investigated a case of robbing birds' nests ; and, as the alleged

offenders were very small boys, I visited the parents, who promised

to punish their children if guilty.

I investigated a case of shooting quail in close season, which was

reported to Mr. Samuel Parker, the senior deputy here, and found

the evidence rather weak regarding who was the guilty one, but I

warned the alleged offender, who came to me and denied it. How-
ever, I think the investigation put a stop to any further trouble from

that quarter of the town.

Had complaint made of the illegal use of a net or nets in Lake

Quannapowitt. Investigated, and found that the person complained

of used a net or nets to catch shiners for bait. I read the law to

him, and warned him not to continue the violation of the law, which

had the desired effect. This action on my part caused a bad feeling

among a number of old acquaintances of mine, and one prominent

citizen rushed into print with a very poor argument and with sarcasm

toward me, to which I replied with a good argument and in an able

manner, I believe.

Have paid especial attention to Sunday shooting, and have done

all I could to prevent it ; also stopped about six men from fishing on

Sunday in Lynn Ponds. There has been some shooting heard by me
and others on Sunday, but not much, and I have followed it up as

best I could. Was called to Lynnfield to stop Sunday shooting, and

put in the greater part of one day there, ready to do my duty ; but

that day was a quiet one.

Partridges seem to be more plentiful than last season, quail more

numerous also ; but rabbits are nearly exterminated very near here,

which I think is due largely to foxes and to hunters who dig rabbits

out of the ground. Have heard of no ferreting, and have seen

nothing to indicate it in my rambles, yet some may be done very

secretly.
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I have endeavored to do my duty, yet without being unreasonably

strict ; and I believe the fact that there are two deputies here has

been influential in keeping some from open violation of the laws.

The English sparrow has been and is being made war on by one of

our enthusiastic public-spirited citizens, Mr. Rufus Kendrick, with

whom I have co-operated ; and by a system of rewards he has suc-

ceeded in having over four thousand birds and eggs of this bird

destroyed, which I believe to be a good movement for the protection

of our far superior native song and insectivorous birds.

In concluding my somewhat lengthy report, I would like to suggest

that more deputies be appointed all over the State, if good men can

be found to serve without pay ; for three or four or six deputies can

do more in a town or a locality than two can do ; and it seems to me
that, if the men can be found who are interested enough to do some

work in this line, it is best to appoint such men, for more protection

is thus given to our fish and game.

Very respectfully, Arthur S. Aborn,
Deputy.

Deacut, Nov. 21, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— As per notice from you of this date, I respectfully

submit the following report :
—

My commission called for the protection of Long Pond against

illegal fishing. Later, Mr. Chadwick called on me and instructed me
to include all violations of the fish and game laws coming to my
notice. Fishing on Long Pond has been improved by the restrictions

placed on it by your Board, and, if the same could be applied to the

New Hampshire end, it would make a great improvement. I have

posted thirty-five notices on and around the pond, and make frequent

visits to the same. I have found only one violation, and that was a

man coming from another town before daylight to fish, and who got

on the pond without seeing the notices. Upon inquiry I found he

was a man of honest intentions, therefore I made no charge further

than to warn him against coming again.

I find that the restriction on Long Pond is causing a sad drain upon

other ponds and streams in this vicinity ; therefore I have stopped

Sunday fishing as much as possible. I have no trouble in stopping

illegal fishing, as people know when an officer means business. I

have closely watched people who have the name of seining and blow-

ing the ponds, and have had the satisfaction of seeing them take

their boats from Massachusetts waters and place them in another

State, where they think they are safe.
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I have seen some white perch in Long Pond, mostly at the springs,

and think we will have some good fishing in a few years.

There are some deer in the vicinity of the State line in Tyngs-

borough, and they are quite tame, which is a good sign. Birds are

scarce, perhaps due to the dry season.

Sunday shooting in this section is a thing of the past ; but there is

one thing that is doing more to exterminate our game birds and

animals than all the rest put together— that is, the market hunters.

I have given this a thorough and careful study, and have proved to

my own satisfaction that these men (protected by the law) have been

the direct cause of the scarcity of game. I can give some facts con-

cerning the methods of certain of these market hunters that would

surprise a true sportsman, and if this is not stopped there will soon

be no need for game wardens. There is only one way to stop it

:

that is, to pass and enforce a law prohibiting the sale or exposing for

sale of game of any kind or at any season. The sale of game has

got to be stopped soon, either by the Legislature or the exterminator,

and the matter rests with true sportsmen which it shall be.

Yours respectfully, C. F. Scott,

Deputy Commissioner.

Westford, Mass., Nov. 21, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — In submitting my report as deputy game and fish

warden of Westford, I beg to state that the men I have met and

talked with have been well disposed to observe the spirit of the game
and fish laws, and I have had no urgent occasion to make any arrest

so far.

I have devoted considerable time to preventing the killing of part-

ridges during the budding season, and with apparently good results.

I have also devoted part of every Sunday to travelling over this

town, to prevent Sunday hunting, and am satisfied that such hunting

is becoming more and more unpopular here, and that there is very

little of it done.

The result of making a closed season for Nabnasset Pond has

been particularly encouraging, for I have given this much attention,

have interested the public in the benefit to be derived, and have met
with a ready response. The closed season has been well observed,

and this year we have had the best fishing in these waters that there

has been for years.

In addition to the white perch placed there last year, I have

secured from Washington about 300 black bass, and have bought

125 more black bass ; and all these have been put into Nabnasset
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Pond, which is a large body of water, with excellent feeding grounds.

I look forward to the time when the people of this vicinity will have

at their pleasure as good fishing grounds as falls to the fortune of

any community.

Game is very scarce in this vicinity, more so than for several years
;

due largely to there having been too many hunters. The proximity

of a city of over 70,000 people, of several villages, and the ready

and easy facilities of approach, enable those so disposed to dodge out

for an afternoon or for a day in the woods ; and the continuation of

this, year after year, has seriously depleted the game of all kinds,

particularly the birds.

Another influence in exterminating the bird and animal life of the

woods has been the side hunts of the various "gun clubs," that

have done much to slaughter forest life, which seems to many think-

ing people unwise and unnecessary.

It has been my policy to interest the hunters and fishermen whom
I have met in the common-sense view of the wisdom and spirit of

game and fish protection, and there now seems to be a firmer and a

more settled feeling throughout this section that these laws should

be respected and lived up to.

Respectfully submitted, Henry A. Fletcher.

Lowell, Mass., Nov. 9, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : — I respectfully submit the following report of the

fish and game in my vicinity :
—

During the month of May there was the largest run of eels I have

seen for a great many years here at the fishway. On May 22 I found

the fishway completely closed up. The men employed by the Locks

and Canals Company, having occasion to put new flash-boards on the

dam, had boarded the fishway up, and there was no chance for any

water to run through. I called at the office of the company and noti-

fied them that the fishway was closed up and there should be an open-

ing left on the end of the dam, so as to allow the water to go over

and give the fish a chance to get up, and they claimed that the men

working on the clam had made a mistake. The boards were taken

off, and they fixed it satisfactorily.

During the month of June there was a large run of alewives, and

in the month of July I saw six salmon near the fishway. I also saw

twelve black bass near the dam, and a large number of chub,

suckers, yellow perch and hornpouts.

I had more notices printed, which I posted, allowing no fishing



1899.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 25. 51

within four hundred yards of the fishway. I spent a great deal of

time at tbe fishway during May and June, when the water was high

and the fish were running. During the last of the summer, when the

water was low, the fishway was repaired, but it can still be improved.

I yet hope to see a fishway here in Lowell equal to the one recently

built in Lawrence.

I have found no nets in Tyng's Pond this year, and the white perch

fishing has been very good. Have taken up and destroyed two set

lines in this pond ; and in Mud Pond, which is connected with Tyng's

Pond, have found three set lines.

Leach's Pond in Chelmsford has produced some good strings of

pickerel this summer. This pond was stocked two years ago with

white perch, and after June 1 next year will be open to the public

without restrictions.

Some good strings of pickerel have also been caught in Nabnasset

Pond, which was stocked with white perch last year, no fishing being

allowed between December 1 and June 1 for three years.

Great Pond, in North Andover, was leased in 1884 for fifteen years

to inhabitants of the town. The lease expired Sept. 5, 1899, and the

pond has been fished a great deal of late. Some splendid strings of

perch, bass and pickerel have been taken, with live shiners for bait.

I recommend that fishing through the ice in all State ponds be pro-

hibited for a period of five years.

There has been some complaint made about Sunday shooting, and

I have 'spent considerable time in the woods on Sunday ; and as a

result I had one man in court, who was found guilty and fined. I

have not heard any complaint since.

Game is not so plenty in this vicinity as last year. Partridges are

scarce, as are also woodcock. Gray squirrels and rabbits are not as

plenty as last year. I have given notice that all persons using ferrets

in hunting rabbits will be prosecuted.

If reappointed, I will continue to look after the violators of the

fish and game laws.

Respectfully yours, George T. Spence,

Deputy.

Amesbtjry, Mass., Nov. 10, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— My duties as deputy the past season have been con-

fined to my own town. I have made no arrests, for which the sports-

men should have the credit rather than myself, although I have spent

both time and money in the protection of fish and game.
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On behalf of the sportsmen, I desire to thank the honorable gentle-

man who has so long served ns so faithfully as chairman of the Board

of Commissioners, to whom we are indebted for many favors. I

would bespeak for his successor the same good feeling and hearty

support which has been accorded Mr. Brackett by all true sportsmen.

Respectfully submitted, F. R. Whitcher,
Deputy.

Pembroke, Mass , Dec. 6, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— Since nature created a new mouth for North River,

men of experience with fish say that we have the best river in the

State, and that, if the fish had a chance, there would be an abundance

of them. After herring entered the river this fall, codfish were so

plentiful that boats came from Scituate harbor and other places, and

a great many codfish were caught. It seems to me that if herring

were allowed to run up to the ponds in spawning time, instead of a few

thousand being carted up in barrels, there would enough come down
in the fall to make a great amount of feed for larger fish in Massachu-

setts Bay. This town voted last March to let the herring run up, but

it was not done. The laws do not seem to be just right to have the

thing run smoothly. If other ponds here had fishways, it would give

shad and bass a chance.

If you think of trying to get through any new laws this winter, I

shall be pleased to assist you in any way that I can. If you should

think it advisable to send any one here to look the thing over, I will

meet the party at the depot and take him where he may wish to go.

Yours respectfully, C. I. Rogers,

Fish Warden.

Palmer, Mass., Dec. 4, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen: — Replying to your letter of a few days ago, I will

say that the writer has made no arrests during the past year, and

has had no occasion to do work of importance, beyond the looking

up of the circumstances which led to the death of a fawn near North

Dana, Mass., which, it was found, died from natural causes.

Fishing was good in this vicinity, trout being seemingly plentiful,

and numerous catches of fine black bass were made in the rivers.

Game, on the other hand, has been scarcer than for years, particu-

larly gray squirrels and partridge. This, I think, may in a measure

be attributed to the severity of the past winter. Rabbits are, as

usual, plentiful, and numerous reports of deer in this and neighbor-

ing towns have been heard.
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It has been impossible for me to give more than a small amount of

the time I should be pleased to give to this work, as I could not,

without pay, afford to neglect my regular work ; but such time as I

have been able to spend has been devoted to an effort to stop snaring,

and I have been able, I think, to do some good in this direction.

There has been considerable Sunday hunting and fishing here, as,

indeed, there is in nearly every part of the State. I do not think

our present methods for reaching the law-breakers are adequate. A
few salaried deputies, who are sportsmen and thoroughly interested,

could do a world of good in one season.

Yours truly, Geo. A. Moore,
Deputy.

2. Central Section of the State.

Athol, Mass., Nov. 22, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— In making my report for the year 1899 there is not

very much I can say, except to repeat some past reports.

I think that the hunters and fishermen have kept very well within

the limits of the law all through the year.

Deer are seen hereabouts very often, and are very tame, several

having been near the village, and one came in and fed upon some

of the lawns in front of the houses. Partridge and squirrels are

very scarce, the pot hunters with dogs having killed a large number

in 1898. One man shipped to Worcester and Springfield three

hundred and ten grouse.

Respectfully submitted, W. U. Frost.

Lancaster, Mass., Not. 21, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen:— In reply to your request to forward a report at

once, I will say that it gives me much pleasure to state that there has

been a marked improvement in the observance of the fish and game

laws in this town the past season.

Our streams have not yielded as many fish this season as in years

past.

Game is very scarce. Quite a number of deer have been seen

within the limits of this town the past year. No attempts have been

made to capture them in any way, so far as I have known.

I have made no arrests.

Respectfully, A. J. Kennedy.
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Ware, Mass., Nov. 1, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— Since my appointment, in April, 1899, 1 have made
every effort to see that the laws were properly observed, and to do

this I have spent a good portion of Sundays in watching the streams

and woods. Prior to my appointment the laws in regard to fishing

and hunting were generally disregarded. I notified several violators

that if they persisted in a disregard of the law I should have them

prosecuted. When they found I intended to treat them right, but

insisted upon their stopping, I had no further trouble with them.

I have in addition warned about twenty people, who have made a

practice of hunting and fishing on Sunday, that they must stop, and

they have. I have also patrolled the woods and streams between

Ware, Gilbertville, Ware Centre, Greenwich and Wheelwright, and

have stopped Sunday hunting and fishing iu those places. I have

gone over this section once in every two or three weeks. Where it

was a common thing to hear guns banging and dogs barking on Sun-

day heretofore, I am glad to say that it is now the exception and not

the rule.

If you have any suggestions to make or any directions to give, I

shall be pleased to receive them at any time. In the meanwhile, I

shall continue to see that the law is enforced as far as possible.

Very truly yours, Dennis Shea.

North Brookfield, Mass., Nov. 2, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— The fish and game laws, with a few exceptions, of

which I presume you are aware, have been fairly well observed in

this section during the year.

The game birds have held their own, and it has been an unusually

good season for trout. Pond fishing has been very poor, for some

unknown cause.

Shall be pleased to be reappointed. Should also like to see Mr. N.

H. De Lane reappointed, as he has been a great help to the Fish

Association here.

Respectfully yours, T. J. Manly,
Deputy.
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Thorndike, Mass , Nov. 21, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen : —As to convictions and arrests, I have none to report

for the year. I have, however, notified some whom I thought were

doing some snaring to stop it, or prosecution would follow.

Trout fishing in this section was never better than it has been this

year, and some very fine strings have been taken from local streams.

Game has been rather scarce, and hunters have not had any luck to

speak of. Partridge has been unusually scarce. Woodcock and

quail have been a thing of the past here ; none have been seen this

year, a fact which hunters cannot account for.

I have destroyed two set lines and a few snares, which were no

doubt set by pot hunters.

Several deer have made their appearance in this section the past

year. They appeared very tame, and in one instance were feeding

with cattle, and did not leave the premises until they were driven off.

No attempt has been made to capture or molest them in any way.

This season has been a good one for black bass, perch and pickerel,

-and many good strings have been taken. Some of the bass weighed

three and four pounds each. They were taken from the rivers.

We have an excellent small lake here which I would like to stock

with bass or lake trout. I will write you again in regard to the matter.

You will pardon my delay in sending report.

Respectfully, John F. Luman.

Leicester, Mass., Nov. 22, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— I submit the following report :
—

I have spent all my spare time in looking after and enforcing the

fish and game laws for the past year.

October 18, with one of the civil officers of this town, I arrested

Lewis Stacio and Peates Rosso for illegal fishing, and was in court with

them the next morning. These cases were placed on file, on pay-

ment of costs, which were $14. Oct. 28, 1899, with Deputy H. A.

Mower of Worcester, Frank L. Bisco and Elmer F. Edwards were

arrested for fishing on Sunday and usicg nets. The Sunday case was

placed on file, and they were fined $40 each for using nets. The
nets were sent to the hatchery at Wilkinsonville.

Game is not very plenty in this section, but is hunted quite largely.

Quail are quite plenty. I have seen several lately.

I will enforce the fish and game laws to my best ability.

Yours truly, Timothy McCarthy.
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"Worcester, Mass., Nov. 3, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen :— In making my report for the year past, I can say I

have devoted my entire time to propagation and protection of fish

and game. I have made 44 arrests and convicted 33, all but one for

illegal fishing. One was convicted for shooting a partridge before

September 15. The smallest fine was $2, for taking black bass with

set line ; the largest $40, for using net in pond. I have warned a

good many people who were ignorantly breaking laws, as I believe it

is far better for an unpaid deputy to educate the people than to arrest

in all cases,— prosecute, not persecute.

In the spring I caught in brooks, with hook and line, 637 wild

trout, and put them in the State hatchery at Sutton. In midsummer

I hired teams and netted several thousand in brooks (almost dry),

and placed them in safety in large brooks.

I find birds, especially partridges, fast diminishing, due princi-

pally to market shooting.

I think it advisable to pass stringent laws, shortening the open

season on all game from October 1 to December 1 ; also prohibiting

entirely the sale in Massachusetts of partridge, quail and woodcock.

While I fear and favor no person, I have made enemies, also

friends. I will try and serve the State faithfully and honestly.

Respectfully, Henry A. Mower.

Leicester, Mass., Nov. 1, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen: — I have made no arrests, and Sunday shooting has

been very quiet around here.

I think the hunting season should be shortened, having it from

October to December, as birds are very scarce.

Yours truly, H. B. Watts.

3. Western Section of the State.
Holland, Mass.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen: — In accordance with the requirements named in my
appointment, I herein make return of what little I have done in the

year that has gone.

Sunday fishing has been stopped, and the use of ferrets has been

almost if not entirely abandoned.

Deer have been seen here quite frequently, one old and two young,

which are quite tame. There are those here who, but for some one
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looking after this business, would not hesitate, in my opinion, to

shoot them at once.

Fearing there has been less clone the past year than may be desired,

I beg to remain respectfully yours, A. F. Blodgett.

Florida, Mass., Nov. 22, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Gentlemen:— In answer to your card, calling for my report, I

will say I have made no arrests as yet.

In regard to fish, the brooks in this vicinity are well stocked with

small trout this fall. Every brook is a trout stream, and more fish

are in the brooks than have been seen before^ for a number of years
;

but I think that they should have some protection as regards length,

as in this town I have known cases where one hundred and fifty small

trout would be taken by one man in a day, and they would not aver-

age over three and one-half or four inches in length.

Partridges are quite plenty, and hardly any snaring is done. Deer

are numerous ; they are seen often, and are very tame, coming into

gardens within ten rods of a house, and eating beets and carrots as

fast as they grow. L. E. Ruberg.

North Adams, Mass., Nov. 10, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Dear Sirs : — I hereby submit the following report of the fish and

game in my vicinity :
—

The trout season in this vicinity has been a good one. On the first

of October I found a net in the tunnel brook, which had evidently

been there some time. The net was then useless, and I destroyed it.

Have found no snares this season, and have received no complaints.

This is the first fall for some years that no birds have been brought

in here for sale. Partridge and woodcock have been plentiful. In

regard to the Sunday fishing and hunting, I would say that we have

them well in hand in this neighborhood, and when men do venture

out, they most always go into Vermont, which is onlv two miles from

here.

A number of deer have been seen in this vicinity, but no reports of

shooting or dogs chasing them have reached me.

The water here the past season has been very low, but had excel-

lent luck, as the streams stocked this season held out good and none

of them went dry.

Respectfully yours, A. M. Nichols,

Deputy.
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Lithia, Mass., Nov. 8, 1899.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Dear Sirs : — The first of May I arrested two men fishing together

on a posted and privately stocked brook (fined $2 each). About

the middle of May I arrested three boys fishing together on the same

brook (fined $5 each). These are all the arrests I have made.

Has any one the right to catch fish from a posted brook, fishing from

bridge or public road? Or to shoot game beside a public road, where

it is posted each side?

Partridges not very plenty, and there are very few woodcock in

this section. Deer have been seen here several times this fall.

There seems to be more small trout than usual in the streams this

summer.

Yours, F. P. Stone.

Springfield, Mass.

To the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game.

Dear Sirs : — Just returned from a trip through Tolland, Gran-

ville and Blandford, where I destroyed more than a thousand snares.

From information received, large numbers of partridges have been

snared in the western part of Hampden County, and shipped to New
York. This of course has depleted this species of game.

As to fish, I have found in my travels seven nets less than four

inch mesh, that were in use the first part of the year ; but since my
appointment there has been very little netting.

I have stopped Sunday fishing almost entirely since the three con-

victions ; but there have been a number of black bass taken less

than eight inches long, and I have had two young men before the

court, and they were fined on that count.

Yours truly, W. S. Wheeler.
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[F.]

Legislation

Acts of 1899.

[Chapter 103.]

An Act to provide for the Enforcement of Orders made by

the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and Game relative

to Fishways.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Section 1. Section four of chapter ninety-one of the Public

Statutes is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-

ing words :— The supreme judicial court, or any justice thereof, and

the superior court, or any justice thereof, shall in term time or vaca-

tion, on the petition of said commissioners, have jurisdiction in

equity or otherwise to enforce any order made under the authority of

this section, and to prevent any violation of such order,— so as to

read as follows:— Section 4. The commissioners may examine all

dams upon rivers where the law requires fishways to be maintained,

and shall determine whether the fishways, if any, are suitable and

sufficient for the passage of the fish in such rivers ; and shall prescribe

by an order in writing what changes or repairs, if any, shall be made

therein, and at what times the same shall be kept open, and give

notice to the owners of the dams accordingly. The supreme judicial

court, or any justice thereof, and the superior court, or any justice

thereof, shall in term time or vacation, on the petition of said com-

missioners, have jurisdiction in equity or otherwise to enforce any

order made under the authority of this section, and to prevent any

violation of such order.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved

February 24, 1899.

[Chapter 107.]

An Act to provide for the Cultivation of Food Fish.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The commissioners on inland fisheries and game may

occupy and control Mill pond, situated in the town of Yarmouth, for
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the purpose of cultivating food fish for distribution within the Com-

monwealth.

Section 2. Any one who fishes in said pond in any other manner

than with hand line and single hook, without the written consent of

the commissioners, shall forfeit not less than fifty nor more than two

hundred dollars for the first offence, and not less than one hundred

nor more than two hundred dollars for any subsequent offence, one

half of the fine to be paid to the Commonwealth and one half to the

complainant.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved

February 28, 1899.

[Chapter 116.]

An Act to make the Lord's Day Close Season for Birds and

Game.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Every Lord's day shall be close season. Whoever hunts or destroys

birds or game of any kind on the Lord's day shall be liable to the

penalties imposed for violation of the law during other close seasons,

and such penalties shall be in addition to those already imposed for

violation of the laws relating to shooting upon the Lord's day.

[Approved March 1, 1899.

[Chapter 289.]

An Act for the Protection of Small Game in the Town of

Essex.
Be it enacted, etc., asfollows :

Section 1 . Whoever takes or kills a rabbit, gray squirrel or chip-

munk, or any land bird, except the English sparrow, and any beach

or marsh birds, within the limits of the town of Essex in this Com-
monwealth, at any time within five years from the passage of this

act, shall be punished by a fine of twenty dollars for every such

rabbit, squirrel, chipmunk or bird so taken or killed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by a

majority of the voters of said town present and voting thereon at any

legally called town meeting. [Approved April 20, 1899.
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[Chapter 360.]

An Act relative to Fines and Forfeitures under the Laws
protecting flsh and game.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Section 1. All fines, penalties and forfeitures derived from prose-

cutions for violation of the laws protecting fish and game shall be

paid, one half thereof to the Commonwealth and one half to the com-

plainant, unless the complainant is a deputy appointed by the com-

missioners of inland fisheries and game, receiving compensation from

the Commonwealth, in which case the whole of such fine, penalty or

forfeiture shall be paid to the Commonwealth.

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are

hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved

May 11, 1899.
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Joseph Safarino, .
\

Antone Ferreira,

John Sandstrome,
John M. Moura,
Joaquin Perry, .

John Pinto,

M. Rosa Dias, .

Andrew Hanson,
August Brown, .

Antonio Corrio,

Jules Rose,
Andrew Ferreira,

Joseph P. Silva,

Manuel Grace, .

Boston, 3,440 110,553 2,024

J. P. Serrilha, .

Joseph Gasker, .

Mathew P. Gile,

Joseph Rogers,

.

Manuel Silva, .

Jose Alberto,

Thomas McAfee,
Antonie Silva, .

Antonio Costa, .

Jacinth Silveria,

Antone P. Silva,

Manuel Corrio, . . J

Chas. C. Foster, Beverly, 40 1,001 24

H. W. Tollman, . ^

A. L. Manter, .

H.P.Taylor, . .
}

Brant Rock, 172 5,311 85
Henry L. Phinney, .

D. B. Blackman, . J

Clarence S. Ryder, . "}

F. C. Leonard, . . > Bournedale, 165 5,528 219
Albert Nightingale, . )
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Augustus Hadaway,
Geo. Atwell,

Geo. Boutin,

Ernest Johns, .

Charles Boutin,

.

R. F. Swift, f Chiltonville, 518 29,359 612

O. A. Robbins, .

Geo. F. Hadaway,
L. S. Thurston, .

H. S. Sampson, . .
t

Austin E. Smith, . '

i

E L. Athern,
E. C. Mayhew, .

E. A Pool,

F. P. Flanders, .
> Chilmark, . 227 7,278 171

A. T. Pool,

Anslow Stewart,

Wm. S. Mayhew,
L. E. Cottle, . .

j

Robert Ainsley,

Chas. Anderson,
Andrew Peterson,

M. S. Thomas, .

Oscar Anderson,
> Cohasset, . 780 40,830 1,049

Levi Cadoza,
J. J. Grassie,

Joseph Silva, .

A. S. Hammond,
W. F. Hitchings,

J. D. Bloomer, .

E. Z. Ryder,
B. N. Bloomer, .

R. F. Bearse,
Sylvester Eldredge, .

A. W. Smith, .

F. B. Nickerson & Co., y Chatham, 896 10,574 257
Robert Ellis, .

Arthur Baker, .

C. W. Jones, .

O. M. Gould, .

B. E. Basset, .

Wm. R. Bloomer,
Geo. W. Bloomer,
F. W. Baker, .
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Robert Jackson, . ^

John Manley, .

Joshua Keeney,
H. J. Allen,

Frank Peters, .

F. M. Cottle, .

Levi Jackson, .

J. F. dwell, . . f
Cuttyhunk, . 600 46,418 1,050

Sam'l E. Jackson,
J. H. Tilton, .

R. W. Rotch, .

C. C. Allen,

0. H. Stetson, .

C. C. Church, .

Geo. E.Hall, . . ^

A. P. Howes, .

R. R. Nickerson, . j.

Chas. McDowell,
Dennis, 95 1,315 260

John M. Stone, . . J

Edmund Marsh, . ^

Geo. F. Freeman,
S. P. Burgess, .

C. Hunt,
E. W. Cook,
W. E. Peterson, South Duxbury, . 444 40,018 508
Isaac Symmes, .

Win. E. Freeman,
F. E. Wardsworth, .

S. G. I. Wardsworth,
Clarence Smith, . J

J. H. Butts, Dartmouth, . 40 748 36

Manuel DeLoura, . ")

John Bunker, . . } Edgartown,

.

91 4,059 246
H. 0. Hillman, . . )

W. A. Grew, . . >

Daniel Jennings, . $
Falmouth, . 58 782 14

H. N. Wilber, . Fairhaven, . 20 322 40

Fred L. Gamache, Fall River, . 50 1,323 83

F. G. McDowell, . )

Daniel L. Gibbs, . \

Gosnold, 75 1,534 107
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C. H. Ryan,

E. D. Rust,

H. W. Nelson, .

D. N. Mehlman,
E. F. Parsons, .

Joseph Douglass,
Melvin Parsons,

Joseph Parsons,

Thomas Pezzy, .

W. H. Euglestead,
Lyman Sears, .

D. J. Graffum, .

Geo. Sampson, .

W. H. Tolman, .

C. R. Peterson, .

Geo. Delano,
Wilfred Keene,
W. M. Cushing,
H. P. Tolman, .

B. P. Williamson,

O. S. Crosby, .

A. B. Cleverley,

Daniel McDonald,
E. F. Pope,
J. & D. Reed, .

B. F. Pope,

A. W. Montgomery,
Chas. A. Bayley,
John D. Gibbon,
SamU S. Bayley,

W. B. Atkinson,

Frank C. Chandler,
James C. Kelley,

C. F. Stranger, .

G. W. Woodbury,
Adison Woodbury,
Abner Bates,

Lilburne Ililler,

}

Gay Head,

Gloucester,

Green Harbor,

Hyannis,

Hull, .

Ipswich,

Island Creek,

Kingston, .

Lanesville, .

Mattapoisett,

35

387

620

20

216

126

1,701

26,201

27,856

224

7,725

2,749

60 3,387

50 2,862

60 2,146

15 97
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J. B. KnowltoD, . )

J. G. Burnham, . .
]

Magnolia, . 62 1,855 45

Chas. Sargent, .

J. S. West,
J. J. Slade,

E. L. Small, Manchester, 204 9,258 326
L. 0. Sargent, .

David C. Jones,
Thomas Dow, .

A. P. Tilton, . Marion, 60 2,709 -

J. H. Hennessey, . ^

C. H. Smethurst,
Phillips & Gilbert, .

Sans Stanley,

R. T. Millett, .

J. G. Gilbert, .

R. T. Russell, .

S. Q. Smith,
J. E. Brown,
B. F. Stevens, .

John F. Trefry,

J. W. Mace,
Wm. S. Glass, . . }. Marblehead, 1,024 74,470 2,310
J. W. Smithers,
John Hanson, .

Wm. T. Smith, .

J. S. Stone,

Wm. H Tutt, .

S. K. Stone,

Wm. T. Gardner,
B. H. Sweet, .

J. G. Stacey,

J. W. Mullett, .

B. Fairy, .

L. F. Hickey, .

G. A. Manter, . . ^

L. B. Briggs,
T. L. Blake,
D. H. Briggs, .

Wm. H. Peterson, . )> Manomet, . 1,101 58,062 1,552
C. H. Dixon, .

James Gould, .

Stephen Holmes,
F. P. Peterson, .
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C. W. Holmes, . . ^

Sam 1

! Bartlett, .

Thomas Stevens,

W. J. Nightingale, .

I. H. Valler, .

Chas. Wakefield,
R. W. Wells, .

C. H. Fisher, .

C. Briggs, Jr., .

Manomet, . 1,101 58,062 1,552

A. L. Holmes, .

Henry Dodge, .

Robert Richardson, .

B. B. Abbe, Jr.,.

Thomas Jordan,
M. G. Foster, .

Geo. W. Frost, . . J

Chas. P. Mattison, . )

G. B. Tabor, .

Albert Peters, .

Joseph Souza, . .

Manuel F. Diras, .
f

New Bedford, 310 10,251 891

Manuel Gracie, . .

Manuel Simmons,
Thos Johnson, . . J

Lewis J. Noyes, Newburyport, 15 105 2

Geo. L. Hatch, . . )

A. A. Norcross, . . \

Nantasket, . 56 2,157 91

Geo. H. Dunham,
J. P. West,
Jessie Leel,

John Watkins, .

Wm. Norcross, .

J. A. Backus, . Nantucket, . 376 5,627 20-1

A. B. Brooks,
A. P. Dunham, .

G. E. Coffin,

E. F. Snow,
A. C. Swain,

G. W. Taylor, . . )

C.W.Taylor, . . $
Nahant, 32 825 19
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D. B. Gould, . . ")

F. H. Hayden, . . S Orleans, 85 1,913 52
Caleb Hayden, . . )

J. H. Little, . . ^

J. C. Lurten,
Geo. W. Freeman,
A. W. Newcomb,
E. S. Newcomb, . }

Provincetown, 275 5,648 694
F. M. Bowley, .

W. C. Snow, .

Wm. C. Kenney,
Manuel Enos, .

A. C. Sampson,
W. Goddard, Jr.,

J. R. Thurston, .

James Deacon, . . )> Plymouth, . 266 13,141 89

J. H. Bagnall, .

W. K. Thomas, .

L. G. Doten, . . )

C.P.Peterson, . Quincy, 60 1,758 19

F. Josef, .... Quisset, 35 213 14

Chas. Parker, . . ^

-

E. W. Haines, .

John Elvander, . . \ Sandwich, . 103 1,472 85
Chas. E. Hoxie,
F. E. Perry, . . J

A. H. Gibbs, . .

'
'S

H. F. Cunningham, . > Sagamore, . 60 975 50
N, W. Cahoon, . . )

A. E. Pveed, . .

\
L. W. Mayhew, . \

Squibnocket, 55 1,354 28

E. A. Greenough, . "|

C. S. Brown, .

G. W. Berry, . . j>

John Clark,
Salem,

.

255 9,135 256

C. H. Berry, . . J
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Thomas Turner, . "j

Harry Driscoll, .

E. P. Pratt,

E. Pratt, .

Robert Ohearne,
John Conroy, .

James Dwyer, .

Geo. F. Edson, . .
\

Scituate, 805 28,435 314
D. H. Ward, .

J. F. Cushman, .

C. B. Stetson, .

John Ward,
Thos. Dwyer, .

John Patterson,

John Barry, . . J

R. A. Douglass, . . )

G. A. R. Horton, . $
Swampscott, 65 1,685 35

S. B. Fowler, . . }
D. E. Foot, . . > Salisbury, . 44 313 10

C H. Lord, . . )

Silas Ryder, . . ^

C. C. Collins, . . [

John Myricks, . . j

Truro, . 100 969 35

W. W. Freeman, . J

G. W. Manter, . . }
G. A. Rogers, . . > Tisbury, 54 1,924 32

J. A. Mayhew, . . )

W. A. Day, . . ^

F. M. Chase,
M. F. Cleveland,

C. V. McMahan, . [
Vineyard Haven, 118 2,542 152

E. W. Cleveland,
A. B. Lewis,
E. L. Chadwick, . J

T. J. Brightman, . )

Geo. A. Gifford, . $
Westport, . 65 1,276 115

J. B. Wyman, . . )

W. E. Wyman, . . $
Winthrop, . 120 14,235 382
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H. P. Phinney, .

Thos. Hinckley,
P. M. Stewart, .

0. C. Grinnell, .

A. C. Swain,
J. F. Cook, . . "

N. C. Phinney, .

L. L. Adams,
Alfred Nickerson,
W. E. Nickerson, . J

Wm. Cahoon, . . )

D.P.Phillips, . . S

Woods Holl,

Yarmouth, .

181

64

9,609

846

604

1

Totals (men, 327), . 15,350 644,663 16,470

Comparison of Returns of Lobster Fisheries.
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Increase of 1894 over 1893, . 54 3,291 2,156
Decrease of 1894 below 1893, _ - 52,898 _
Increase of 1895 over 1894, .

_ _ „ _
Decrease of 1895 below 1894, 48 3,098 140,469 554
Increase of 1896 over 1895, . 76 4,836 39,031 _

Decrease of 1896 below 1895, _ _ _ 3,873
Increase of 1897 over 1896, .

_ _ _ _
Decrease of 1897 below 1896, 65 3,212 99,123 6,751
Increase of 1898 over 1897, .

_ _ . _ _
Decrease of 1898 below 1897, 48 2,634 175,860 3,788
Increase of 1899 over 1898, .

_ _ _ _
Decrease of 1899 below 1898, 13 845 75,750 3,461
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Thomas James, .... Bay View, - - 9,000 -

Herbert Lovell, .... Barnstable, - - - -

I. N. Babbitt
)

E. D. Perry, |

C. N. Simmons, )

Berkley, . 1,066 233,649 - -

J. H. Newcomb, .... Brewster, . .
- 6,234 - -

Joseph Boutin, Chiltonville, .
- - - 501

C. E. Bearse, Centreville, - - - -

Robert Ainsley, .... Cohasset, .
- - 8,091 -

C. C. Niekerson, ^

R. F. Niekerson,
Robert Ellis, ....
W. F. Hitchings, !

J. D. Bloomer, f
B. E. Bassett
G. W. Bloomer,
A. W. Smith, .... J

Chatham, .
- - - -

W. E. Greenleaf, .... Dennis, - - - -

Isaac Symmes, South Duxbury, Ill - - -

C. N. Simmons, .... Dighton, . 700 210,000 - -

"Walter S. Osborne Edgartown, - 222,271 - -

F. F. Besse, Falmouth, - 118,000 - -

Joseph Parsons, .... Gloucester, - 800 39,500 2,062

Edwin Tavlor,
\

O. S. Crosby, \

Hyannis, .
- - - -

Leonidas Deane, .... Middleborough, - 80,409 - -

J. D. Smith 1

Wm. Harlow, . . . . !

E. B. Briggs f
C.Briggs J

Manomet, -
4 3 -

Abner Harlow, .... Mattapoisett, .
- 106,092 - -

B. F. Stevens, Marblehead, . 64 2,000 1,200 -

C. A. Caswell
j

Joseph Thurlow, )

Newburyport, .
- - 750 -
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344

15

111

324

3,000

82

2,582

756

2,537

-

932

574

1

169

-

391

-

65

75

9,050

550

95,340
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QUI and Sweep Nets— Continued.

PROPRIETOR. TOWN.

Leancler Small,
A.J. Barrett, .

C S. Glidden & Co.
E. W. Ramsdell,
Manuel Thomas,
John Watkins, .

W. I. Fisher, .

Geo. H. Hamblin,
Alexander Swain,
G. W. Winslow,

J. G. Rand,
J. F. Silva,

.

S. F. Atwood, .

J. S. Rogers,
L. P. Hatch, .

Jesse Ghen,
Wm. M. Wareham,
D. W. Atwood,.
S. L. Ellis, .

A. A. Mayo,
F. I. Sears,
J. F. Atkins,
J. W. Fnller, .

Daniel Williams,
Elisha Rich,
B. Silva, .

H. S. Cook,
C. W. Maker, .

M. Vera, .

J. E. Weeks, .

J. Newcomb,
H. N. Smith, .

J. H. Little,

J. C. Lurten,
M. V. Silva,
A. M. Sparrow,
G. H. Hnrlbert,
G. W. Freeman,
A. L. Daggett, .

H. L. Mayo,
Manuel Carter,

.

F. S. Alves,
Frank Davs,
W. M. Elwell, .

M. Silva, .

Chas. Baker, .

E. A. Weldon, .

J. R. Swartz, .

Wm. Dyer,
Prince Freeman,
J. D. Smith,
W. W. Freeman,
R. W. Cook,
Reuben Ryder, .

Joseph Patrick,
R. O. Kelley, .

J. H. Emery,
Z. Rich,
B. R. Kelley, .

C. H. Emery, .

E. H. Tillson, .

E. W. Smith, .

J. A. Cobb,
J. R. Williams,

.

Stephen Holmes,

G. B. & E. Williams,
Gustavus King,

Nantucket,

Provincetown,

.

Plymouth,

Raynham,

30,839 >,175 22,333

1,683 84,965
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70

284,966 2,764 137,071
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Melvin Rich, Rockport,

.

- - 20,950 50

E. W. Haines, .

C. H. Parker, .

S. F. Clashing, .

John Elvander,
Freeland E. Perry, .

• 1

: I
•

I

• J

Sandwich, 7 123 - 7

F.E.Hunt, Salisbury, - 55,600 177,600 -

C.N.Simmons, Somerset, . 100 50,000 - -

C. H. Collins, .

J. C Myricks, .

Silas Ryder,
W. W. Freeman,

• 1

:

j

Truro, - - 63 204

H. P. Macomher, Taunton, . 100 34,710 - -

W. P. Doane, .

Geo. Baker, : i

Wellfleet, .
- 200,961 7,200 800

Frank D. Grinnell, . Westport,

.

- - - -

F. F. Besse, "Wareham, - 465,000 - -

Roland Kelley,

.

Sylvanus Rohbins, . : i

Yarmouth, - 7,931 - -

Totals (120 men), 34,670 1,881,445 711,705 25,957
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15
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20 2,000

500

44

4,020

376 698 1,961 1 101 1,095 1,660 298,561 2 18,553 5,820 287,857 2,884 246,171
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Pounds and Weirs

1899.

PROPRIETOR. TOWN.

Alexander Sargent,

Edward Holway, .

Fred Young, .

T. Ellis & Son,
J. Eldredge & Son,

T.L.Hayo & Co., .

Geo. W. Crowell, .

S. W. Gould & Co.,
Reed & Loveland, .

James Tilton & Co.,
W. F. Flanders, .

D. W. West, .

Daniel Vincent,
M. H. Vincent,

A. B. Veeder & Co.,

Wm. Crowell & Co.,
O. H. Shiverick, .

J. M. Stone, .

A. P. Howes & Co.,
A.T.Chase, .

L. H. Baker, .

R. H. Horton,
F.W.Smith, .

W. II. Nickerson, .

E. D. Vanderhoop,
J.Mayhew&Co., .

L. S. Jeffers & Co.,
L. L. Vanderhoop,

Joseph Douglass .

Geo. W. Douglass,
H. W. Nelson,
F. A. Tarr,
Brazier & Hodgkins,
Chas. F. Tarr,

N. B. Smith, .

R, T. Millett, .

E. W. Heath, .

David C. Jones, .

Alfonzo Tarr,

T.L.Mayo & Co., .

H. J. Lewis, .

T. K. Paine, .

R. E. Conwell,

Bay View,

Bournedale,

Brewster,

Barnstable,

Chatham,

.

Chilmark,

Cuttyhunk,

Dennis, .

Eastham,

.

Gay Head,

Gloucester,

Harwich,

.

Marblehead,

Manchester,

Nahant, .

Provincetown,

2,240

600

3,266

2,4.V,l

L5

'.IT

.'iiu

204

1,507

1

1,390

35,214

i.\\or,.-)

2.426

:;ni

1,872

12,924

51,20;-)

'.IN
I

298,980

17,016

448,400

42,000

46,S47

238.800

10,300

16,750

50,0(52

9,0*4

556,115

942

1,056,290

1,022,762

1,084,710

500

1,551

17,800

M'.i

1,944

220

18,600

8,880
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- - - - - 7,860 - - - - - _

3,550 - - - 2 5,631 7 - 8,500 400 12,000 3,100

1,367 - 1 73 21 310,706 - - 1,549 18,306 28,200 20,564

9,000 720 - - 112 270,777 - 75 385 - 21,000 4,230

6,526 36 29 30,833 826 258,924 3 170 176 3,641 140,818 215

57,064 3 4,371 11,774 2,945 1,094 - 79 125 7,800 23,767 -

62,500 - 21,520 166,200 - - - - 17,470 - - 249,300

1,736 16 1 1,602 243 313,190 1 96 134 68 89,510

2,580

337 - 1 - 12 31,749 1 786 1,052 1,505 33,632 25

67,187 15 8,111 12,683 475 4,634 - 11 290 5,105 63,702 5,167

4 - 1 3,433 - 43,578 - - 349 335 5,950 71,251

22 - - - - - - - - 3,626 _ 3,6S7

- - - 221 - 5,970 - - - - - -

- - - 107 - 33,637 - - 126 36 - -

- - - 456 - 16,840* - - 106 3,124 19,472 9,964

742 - - 740 8 156,060 - 117 37 144,221 125,100 23,341
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Pounds and Weirs— Concluded.

PROPRIETOR. TOWN. O

«s
CO

13

A
CO

03

>

be

V

H
<v
CO

o3

cq

-d

CO
©
CO

T.L.Mayo &Co., . Revere, .
- - - 926,800 - - -

Isaiah Spindell, Sandwich, - 100 ~ - 2,400 - -

G. A. Phinney, Sagamore, - 525 ~ - 1,300 - -

G. W. Manter, . 1

Wm. L. Pease & Co.,
H. N. Luce, •

O. S. Daggett, . 1

J. R. Walker, . .

f

Tisbury, .
- 72 31,260 27,747 3,440 94 402,069

Jason Luce & Co., .

H. W. Daggett,
John Pease & Co., .

R. A. Rich, . . 1

Atkins Hughes & Co.,
S. B. Atwood, . \Wm. F. Baker,
N. B. Rich & Co., . J

Truro, 5 2,261 94,000 6,307,575 14,410 3 -

Eben Luce, Vin'rd Haven, - 1 860 - 30 - 58,082

Totals (60 men or
firms),* . 20 13,622 706,533 11,844,242 72,021 434 1,385,291

* The number of men or firms given here includes only the owners of pounds or weirs.

Several hundred men would be required to operate the nets, but no statistics of the crews

have been obtained.
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Pounds and Weirs— Concluded.
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- - - 170 - 17,813 - - - - 4,000 2,000

680 - - - 10 9,422 - - 1,192 100 54,600 250

2,797 - - - 13 8,305 - - 812 - 24,000 445

76,583 100 5,155 9,805 11,794 2,018 6 333 1,641 10,747 108,452 1,187

3,746 - - 7,051 224 1,724,207 - 27 284 48,271 1,003,965 55,654

555 1 154 75 2,241 814 - 1 - 347 2,000 •

294,396 891 39,344 245,223 18,926 3,223,184 18 1,772 34,228 247,632 1,760,168 452,960
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