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His Excellency, Francis W. Sargent, Governor of the Common-
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ealth

'
the Executive Council, the General Court, and the Board of

MASS- QSMCWkFisheries and Game:

Gentlemen:
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I have the honor to submit herewith the One Hundred and
Fiflrl Annual Report of the Division of Fisheries and Game, cover-
ing the fiscal year from July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969.

I commend to your attention the very real diversity of public
service to all citizens of the Commonwealth demonstrated by this

report and respectfully urge your consideration of the vital necessi-
ty for financial augmentation to meet increased demands for serv-
ices and resulting benefits provided by these programs.

Respectively submitted,

James M. Shepard, Director
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THE BOARD REPORTS
1 HE quality and quantity of outdoor recreation that is

dependent upon wildlife resources remains the primary re-

sponsibility of this agency, as it has been in the past.

Any attempts to meet this responsibility in this modern

day and age would be futile if we didn't concern ourselves

deeply with every respect and ramification of current nat-

ural resource managment.

The preservation and wise utilization of our natural re-

sources is not only a vital necessity for esthetic reasons, but

is rapidly becoming a matter of health and welfare and is,

in fact, big business today.

The 'Division of Fisheries and Game recognizes its re-

sponsibility to the resources themselves and to the citizenry

of the Commonwealth, and is forging ahead on several

fronts to realize its short and long range goals.

These are some of the highlights of the 1969 fiscal year's

activities of the Division of Fisheries and Game:

Fisheries Management

Anadromous fish restoration programs continue to prog-

ress through the cooperation of the states of Massachusetts,

Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Vermont, and two Fed-

eral agencies, the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and the Bu-

reau of Commercial Fisheries, both of the Department of

the Interior.

Attempts are being made to restore Atlantic salmon and

to increase shad runs in the Connecticut River. To this

end, approximately 10,320 Atlantic salmon smolts were

stocked below the Holyoke Dam in the Massachusetts

portion of the river.

An extensive shad-tagging study was conducted on the

Connecticut River, while some 3,000,000 shad eggs, ob-

tained below the Holyoke Dam from the Connecticut Riv-

er, were stocked in the Merrimack River and certain coast-

al streams in attempts to re-establish annual runs there.

Bottom-mapping and depth studies were conducted in

the lower portions of the Connecticut River between Hol-

yoke and Enfield, while a creel census of the shad fishery,

initiated in 1968, was continued.

Modifications of the water quality project objectives

were implemented to classify pond types according to the

stage of aging or eutrophication for correlation with fish

productivity. The liming of specific lakes of low fertility

was combined into the project to determine if it would in-

crease potential fertility. If proven feasible, this type of

management would be of considerable value to the

fisheries.

Vital studies to monitor pesticide residues in our fish

were continued at length during t he year. These studies

were carried out through the laboratory facilities at West-



boro, in the conjunction with the Massachusetts Health Re-

search Institute and funded with a grant from the Federal

Water Pollution Control Administration.

One of the highlights of the entire hatchery operation

was the completion and implementation of the new Charles

L. McLaughlin Hatchery in Belchertown. Construction

was initiated in November, 1967. The new facility's esti-

mated annual production of some 200,000 pounds of

trout w ill represent an increase in our total annual produc-

tion from all hatcheries of about 35 percent.

Hatchery personnel raised and liberated 382,713

pounds of trout during the fiscal year. An additional

30,591 pounds of trout were received from the U.S. Fish

Wildlife Management

Genetic research of the sex-linkage of ring-neck pheas-

ants has paid excellent dividends. Our game culturists are

now able to check day-old pheasant chicks to determine

their sex with 100% accuracy, resulting in a substantial

savings of time, effort and money. Previous methods of

sexing day-old chicks took a great deal of time and effort,

and resulted in errors as high as 25% or more. An in-

creased number of birds can now be reared because of the

accuracy of the new system, but equally important is the

considerable savings in the amounts of pen space, feed and

labor required for the job.

Working in cooperation with the Massachusetts Audu-

bon Society, a dove-banding project was undertaken to in-

crease our available data on this species both within the

state and within the Eastern Dove Management Unit. Pre-

liminary returns indicated that Massachusetts-reared birds

were shot in Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and

South Carolina.

Studies on the forest-pheasant project have progressed

well ahead of the original schedule outlined, excellent fer-

tility and hatchability rates have produced a larger popula-

tion of these birds than we had anticipated.

Some of the 1,000 chicks produced during the spring

will be placed on an island and on two other isolated sub-

marginal land areas for further studies on survival and

adaptation.

Massachusetts deer hunters harvested 1,427 deer during

the 1968 season, the second such antlered-deer-only season

in the history of the Bay State. Antlerless deer could be

harvested only by holders of special permits.

Wild turkey studies were continued during the year,

with efforts aimed principally at censusing the populations

of wild turkeys previously released in several areas in the

state.

On the waterfowl front, studies continued on the wood
duck and or; Canada goose nesting on the Framingham-

Sudbury Reservoir system. Gosling transplants continued,

with releases made, in Worcester, Franklin and Berkshire

Counties.

A total of 1,558 ducks were banded along the coast in

January and February, mainly black ducks. Winter inven-

tory flights and special flights just prior to and during the

special scaup season were made during the fiscal year.

District personnel continued extensive work on wildlife

plantings and other development and maintenance work on
the wildlife management areas.

Information and Education

This program continued in its efforts to inform and edu-

cate the public-at-large and sportsmen in particular of the

various ramifications of the Division's diverse public-serv-

ice programs and projects. Continued use was made of the

several media available for dissemination of news and in-

formation; news released to all major newspapers, publica-

tion of the official magazine, MASSACHUSETTS WILD-
LIFE, radio and television programs or spot appearances

whenever possible.

Lands and Waters

Three new wildlife management areas were established

during the year, one in Conway, one in Lenox, and one in

Savoy. The Conway area consists of some 525 acres of

farm game land, with about 200 acres of cleared land used

for pasture, the remainder in woodland. The Lenox area

consists of 250 acres of flat, gently sloping land bordering

the Housatonic River. The Savoy Area, 400 acres, is all

wooded and has a good future potential for development

and management.

Total acreage acquired during the year was 2,514 acres,

some of which consisted of areas abutting our present

holdings.

Options were received for about 1,700 acres in the

Rocky Gutter section of Middleboro. The Bureau of Out-

door Recreation has approved the acquisition and we are

anticipating reimbursement of half the cost of the acquisi-

tion from this agency.

The Hampden County Council of Sportsmen's Clubs

gave about 80 acres of land along the East Branch of the

Westfield River to the division as a gift, for which we are

most grateful.

Respectfully submitted,

Harry C. Darling, Chairman

Bradlee E. Gage, Secretary

Henry J. Colombo
Edward J. Tierney

Martin H. Burns



FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
1 HE 1969 fiscal year activities, programs and responsi-

bilities of the fisheries section continued to progress under

the following categories: Quabbin Reservoir investiga-

tions, anadromous fish restoration on Connecticut, Merri-

mack, North and Palmer Rivers, warmwater fisheries in-

vestigations, water quality studies, pond and stream recla-

mation, stream access and improvement, pesticide studies,

trout allocation to state waters and streams and hatchery

operations.

During the season from April to October, Quabbin Res-

ervoir creel census indicates that 47,416 anglers harvested

i 41,302 fish weighing 34,868 pounds. Decreases in lake

trout harvest were noted and attributed to egg and year

class mortalities and scarcity of suitable forage fish. Land-
i locked salmon harvest increased slightly over the previous

year and is probably attributed to the 1967 plant of salmon

smolts entering the catch. To alleviate the scarcity of for-

i age fish 50,000 gravid smelt and 1 ,000,000 viable smelt

eggs were planted in the reservoir and tributary streams. An
additional plant of 3,200 landlocked salmon and 20,000

nine-inch plus rainbow trout was carried out.

The anadromous fish restoration program continues to

forge ahead due to the cooperative efforts involving the

states of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and

Connecticut and two Federal agencies, the Bureau of Sport

Fisheries and Wildlife and the Bureau of Commercial Fish-

eries, to increase shad runs and restore Atlantic salmon to

the Connecticut River. Approximately 10,320 Atlantic

salmon smolts were stocked below the Holyoke Dam in

Massachusetts.

Massachusetts project activities on the Connecticut Riv-

er centered on a shad tagging study at Holyoke, in which

1,238 adult shad were tagged. In addition to tagging stud-

ies, approximately 3,000,000 shad eggs obtained below

Holyoke Dam were stocked in the Merrimack River and

coastal streams. Bottom mapping and depths were record-

ed in the lower Connecticut River between Holyoke and

Enfield. The creel census of the shad fishery below Hol-

yoke, initiated in 1968, for purpose of assisting in shad

population estimate study, was continued.

Creel census studies initiated during the 1968 fiscal year

were conducted on the North and Palmer Rivers to mea-



sure angler harvest of shad. Evaluation of shad restoration

efforts through transplants of eggs and adults was contin-

ued on the Agawam and Mattapoisett Rivers.

During the I "-Hi 1
) fiscal year, investigations were contin-

ued on the warmwater fisheries which included age and

growth analysis, population estimates, landlocked alewife

transplant for forage in two-story pond management and

the effect of weed control chemical use on pond fish

populations.

Maintenance of the two warmwater fish culture pond

systems continued with 23 1 pounds of chain pickerel and

332 pounds of largemouth bass produced and stocked from

the Merrill Pond system, and 859 pounds of large-mouth

bass and 290 pounds of smallmouth bass produced and

stocked from Harold Parker pond system.

Modification of the water quality project objectives were

implemented to classify pond types according to the stage

of aging or eutrophication for correlation with fish produc-

tivity. In addition, the effect of liming specific lakes with

low fertility was combined into the project to determine if

it would increase potential fertility.

Ten ponds totaling 358 acres were reclaimed for trout

and warmwater fish management. The following districts

and ponds were treated: South-eastern District — Hoxie

Pond, Peters Pond and Pimlico Pond, Sandwich; Lout i

Pond, Russell Pond and Moning's Pond, Plymouth; North-

eastern District — Walden Pond, White Pond, Concord;

Western District — Hallockville Pond, Plainfield Pond,

Plainficld.

Stream access and improvement work continued on the

Squannacook River. Assistance from local Boy Scouts

greatly contributed to project progress on the river.

During 1968-1969 the pesticide laboratory in Westboro,

operating in conjunction with Massachusetts Health Re-
search Institute and funded with a grant from the Federal

Water Pollution Control Administration, analyzed 379 fish

collected from 77 sampling stations throughout the state.

Individual analysis of these were conducted to determine

the concentrations of DDT, DDE, DDD, Lindane, Hep-
tachlor, A-BHC, Aldrin, Heptachlor Epoxide, Dieldrin

and Endrin. Generally, in the samples analyzed, there was
an increase in DDT residue from 1967-1968. In addition

to the above, samples from about 25 different fish kills, 10
|

miscellaneous samples and 75 individual fish from Quabbin
Reservoir, were analyzed.

During 1968-1969 a total of 1,508,683 fish or 382,713

The Bay State angler may still find remote, quiet waters
in wilderness settings to enjoy his sport.



The ultimate objective — what father and son
duet, like this one, wouldn't remember such a

catch for years to come?

pounds was liberated by our six hatcheries throughout the

ponds and streams of the Commonwealth. An additional

114,566 fish or 30,591 pounds were received from the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for stocking in

Massachusetts.

One of the highlights in hatchery operations was the

completion and implementation of the new McLaughlin

Hatchery whose construction was initiated in November
1967. Approximately 200,000 pounds of trout are expect-

ed to be produced annually increasing our total annual pro-

duction by 35 percent.

In order to place the new hatchery in current production

i the bulk of yearling rainbow trout from the Berkshire

Hatchery were transferred there. This caused a relatively

slight production decrease in weight for the year as com-
pared to last year. Also, the Berkshire Hatchery was re-

leased by the state and returned to the U.S. Fish and Wild-

life Service.

Trout nutrition experiments are still in progress. Moni-
toring of state hatcheries to detect disease and apply prop-

er treatment were undertaken where necessary.

TROUT DISTRIBUTION FROM STATE
AND FEDERAL HATCHERIES

JULY 1, 1968 TO JUNE 30, 1969

BROOKS BROWNS RAINBOWS
Under 6'

77,450

Over 6"

519,029

Under 6'

50,000

Over 6"

65,395

Under 6"

284,780
Over 6"

512,029

Total

State Trout

1.508.683

Total Trout Distribution 6-9" 763,319
Total Trout Distribution 9" plus 33,134

Total Federal Trout Distribution 6" plus 114,566

Total Catchables (6" plus) 1,211,019

Total Fingerlings (6" minus) 412,230

GRAND TOTAL 1 .623,249

STATION POUNDAGE
Station Total lbs.

Berkshire Hatchery 4,843

McLaughlin Hatchery 5.831

Montague Hatchery 74,339

Palmer Hatchery 46,651

Sandwich Hatchery 139,580

Sunderland Hatchery 111,469

State Poundage 382,713
North Attleboro 17,914

Nashua. New Hampshire 12,677

Total Federal Poundage 30.591

GRANDTOTAL 413.304

(This table does not show trout retained for brood stock)



LANDS ACQUIRED
The following list includes major holdings acquired by

the division. Many of our more recent purchases were

made possible by the one dollar increase in license fees.

ated between the Knightville and the Littleville Flood Control
lands. Deer, snowshoe hare, woodcock, grouse and cottontail rabbits

are found on this area. This area is becoming increasingly popular
to buffs of snow-mobiling as woodsroads and trails meander
throughout this area. Small beaver impoundments also compliment
the area and those who wish to hike of the beaten path for native

trout fishing, find these small beaver ponds rewarding.

STREAM ACCESS*
348 Acres Total

CHESHIRE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
4hS Acres Farm-Game Area

Location: Cheshire Western District

The setting for this area is rolling terrain, typical of New England
farmland. The area offers pheasant, rabbit and grouse hunting. Spec-

tacular scenery greets the Sportsman as he traverses this area. Mt.
Greylock looms to the west, the Hoosic Valley unfolds to the north,

Cheshire Reservoir lies to the south, and the famous Berkshire hills

and the Mohawk Trail lies to the east.

This area is steeped in history. A stone tower was erected on this

site by the Sons of the American Revolution as a monument to

Colonel Joab Stafford, first settler of New Providence (Cheshire)

and commander of the "Silver Greys" in the Battle of Bennington.

LENOX WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
247 Acres

Location: Lenox

Farm-Game Area

Western District

This property is level farmland bordered on the east by the Hous-
atonic River. Quality hunting for rabits, pheasants, grouse, wood-
cock and other small game is one of the attributes of this area. The
river provides exciting waterfowl jump shooting, typical of inland

waterfowling. This area will provide a natural access to the river.

CONWAY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
525 Acres Farm-Game Area

Location: Conway Western District

Another typical New England farm with rolling terrain offering

varied small game hunting. Poland Brook, a small trout stream

flows through the property and has produced surprising results for

those fishermen who have "wet a line" in this stream.

Two well maintained town roads allow easy access to and from
this area.

One hundred and seventy-two acres have been acquired on the

Little River that parallels Route 112 in the towns of Worthington
and Huntington. This picturesque stream, stocked by the Division,

provides quality fishing throughout the season.

One hundred and seventy-six acres providing access to the East

Branch of the Westfield River also will insure the fishermen of today

and the future, a place to fish and call their own.

*Eighty acres were given to the Division on the East Branch of the

Westfield River in the town of Cummington by the Council of

Sportsmen Clubs of Hampden County, Inc.

* * *

PAXTON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
327 Acres Farm-Game

Location: Paxton Central District

This farm-game area that is destined to encompass some 500

acres is within a mere 20 minute drive of the metropolitan area of

Worcester. For the most-part this area is farmland, interspersed

with hedgerows and woodlands. Game species that are found on

this area include pheasants, grouse, snowshoe hare, woodcock and

cottontail rabbits.

SWIFT RIVER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
697 Acres Farm-Game

Location: Belchertown Central District

An area unique because of its desirable location. This area lies

south of the largest body of fresh water in southern New England, '

the Quabbin Reservoir. The Swift River, the finest trout stream in

Massachusetts, flows south from the Quabbin through this property,
j

Located on this area is the Charles L. McLaughlin Trout Hatch-

ery, one of the largest trout rearing facilities in the Northeast.

This area may well develop into one of the most important re-

creational centers in all Massachusetts.

SAVOY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
420 Acres Forestland

Location: Savoy Western District

A softwood-hardwood forest type cover contributes to the snow-
shoe hare, grouse and deer hunting to be enjoyed here.

# * *

BECKET WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
234 Acres Forestland

Location: Becket Western District

Deer, snowshoe hare, grouse and grey squirrel are species found
on this area. A small pond provides limited fishing and some water-

fowl action.

CHESTER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
1.600 Acres Forestland

Location: Chester-Worthington-Huntington Western District

Additional acreage to this area totals 633 acres. This area is situ-

WINIMUSSET WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
510 Acres Farm-Game

Location: New Braintree Central District

A perfect blend of farmland, woodland and wetland characterizes

this as an ideal wildlife management area. This particular area will

provide countless hours of pleasurable hunting to the Sportsmen asj

well as compatible uses that will be afforded the public. A small;

stream flows across this property affording limited trout fishing.

This area is rich in history as the area is reputed to have been the

campground of the followers of King Phillip, one of the greatest of

Indian Chiefs.

PHILLIPSTON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
752 Acres Forestland

Location: Phillipston-Petersham Central District

A composition of open and semi-open cover with woodlands,

contributes to the theme of variable hunting. This area provides a

variety of game species including deer, snowshoe hare, grouse, wood-

cock, cottontail rabbits and grey squirrels.



FOR EVERYONE
QUABOAG RIVER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

793 Acres Forestland

Location: Brookfield - West Brookfield Central District

Here is an area that offers multiple-use recreation. Access to the

Quaboag River for fishing and other water oriented recreation. Wat-
erfowl gunning as well as other types of hunting is in the offering on

this area. The cover on this area is a mixed hardwood-softwood

stand.

* * *

STREAM ACCESS
1,303 Acres

Access to four streams in this district add significantly to guar-

anteeing the Sportsmen that their right to fish will be protected —
one hundred and eighty-nine acres on the Swift River, 753 acres on
the Millers River, 80 acres on the Ware River and 281 acres on
Lawrence Brook.

Gifts of land to this division within the Central Wildlife District,

total 350 acres. These properties are located in — Templeton, a

gift from Mr. L.C. Day; Northboro, donated by the MacFarland
family and Spencer, donated by the Auburn Sportsmen Club.

Through our mistake the Auburn Sportsmen Club did not receive

the appreciation and recognition it so justly deserves. Due to the

untiring efforts of the members of the Auburn Sportsmen Club, a

prime small management area is provided.

* * *

CRANE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
1,615 Acres Farm-Game
Location: Falmouth Southeast District

Fifty-three acres have been added to this area to increase the

acreage from 1,562 to slightly over 1,600. This area of open fields,

interspersed with scrub-oak and pine, harbors pheasants, quail, cot-

tontail rabbits and deer.

In addition to hunting, this area provides other uses such as dog
training, wildlife photography, nature study, hiking and field trails.

* * *

WEST MEADOWS WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
222 Acres Farm-Game
Location: West Bridgewater Southeast District

Four additional acres enlarge this area comprised of a swamp and
old abandoned fields. Species of game to be found on this area are

waterfowl, cottontail rabbits, grey squirrels, grouse, deer and pheas-

ants.

ROCKY GUTTER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
1,541 Acres Forestland

Location: Middleboro Southeast District

This area is one of the largest single purchases ever undertaken by
this division. The terrain of this property is slightly rolling. Small
marshlands compliment the area providing waterfowl and aquatic
mammal habitat.

A forest cover comprised of pine interspersed with varities of
hardwoods is found throughout the area. Quail, grouse, snowshoe
hare, woodcock, cottontail rabbits, waterfowl, raccoon and deer are
species of game found on this large tract of land.

Wood paths and trails allow easy access along with well-main-
tained town roads. The recreational potential of this area is im-
measurable.

* * *

ACCESS AND LAUNCHING SITE
134 Acres

• Location: Sandy Pond, Plymouth

An access and launching site has been acquired on this pond. A
parking area will accommodate 20-25 vehicles.

This pond is a trout pond having been reclaimed in 1967.

ADDITIONAL HATCHERY LANDS
Seventy acres of land were acquired in the town of Rochester for

a warm-water fish hatchery.

CRANE POND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
1,569 Acres Farm-Game
Location: Groveland-Georgetown-West Newbury Northeast

District

Acquisitions totaling 250 acres have been added to this well

known farm-game area. This area is comprised of semi-open fields,

woodland borders and woodlots.

* * *

MILL CREEK WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
529 Acres Farm-Game

Location: Newbury - Rowley Northeast District

Additional acreage to this area has been acquired. Mill Creek is

well known for its waterfowl and shore bird habitat. The area is

bounded on the north by the Parker River, the Mill River bounds
the west, bounded on the east by the Boston and Maine R.R., and
enclosed by a small stream on the south.

NORTHEAST WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
1,317 Acres Farm-Game

Location: Newbury Northeast District

Two hundred and thirty-two acres of prime land have been added

to this section also known as the Downfall Area. Accepted and

proven wildlife management techniques is transforming it into one

of the leading farm-game areas in the Northeast District. Utilization

of this area has been steadily on the rise.

Open, brushy fields, interspersed with woodlots provide food and
cover for the pheasants, grouse, woodcock, rabbits, squirrels and
raccoon.

STREAM ACCESS
Four hundred and eighty acres (250 acres of this figure donated

by Middlesex County League), have been acquired on the Squanna-
cook River. This fine trout stream rises in New Hampshire and flows

southeast into Massachusetts to later become part of the Nashua
River. Acquisitions on this river were made in the towns of Groton,
Townsend and Shirley.

This stream not only furnishes exceptional trout throughout the

season, but is enjoyed by canoe enthusiasts who seek the tranquility

of the surrounding countryside. Many forms of wildlife can be en-

countered as you glide noiselessly down this river.

Any land acquisitions on this river are complemented by the

more than 7,000 acres of Squannacook watershed land owned by

Natural Resources Division of Forest and Parks.

Small marshlands in Essex, Rowley, and Ipswich have been pur-

chased.

ACCESS AND LAUNCHING SITE

209 Acres

Location: Mascopic Lake Dracut - Tyngsboro

An access and launching site has been established on this lake.

Yellow perch, white perch, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and

pickerel are some of the species that await the angler's lure.

* * *

Acknowledgement and appreciation are in order for the following

gifts of land.

Marblehead Fish and Game
Lester B. Woodbury
Middlesex County League



WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
GAME FARMS

Results of genetic research on sex-linkage of ring-neck

pheasants have given the Massachusetts sportsmen excel-

lent dividends. Now our game culturists are able to sex

day -old pheasant chicks with 100% accuracy. In the past,

sexing of day-old pheasant chicks using the eye -field tech-

nique resulted in errors as high as 25% . Thus, with this new
sexing method, an increase in the number of cock birds can

be reared, but most important is the savings in terms of pen

space, feed, labor, etc.

All other activities at the farms were of routine nature.

DOVE BANDING PROJECT
The objective of this banding project of mourning doves

is to increase available data on this species within the state

as well as the Eastern Dove Management Unit. By banding

mourning doves in Massachusetts, increase knowledge of

population dynamics, habitat needs and techniques for

species management will be obtained. Working in coopera-

tion with the Massachusetts Audubon Society, a total of

2,101 doves were live-trapped and banded at eleven sites

in Massachusetts. Preliminary returns from last year's

banded birds reveal that Massachusetts-reared birds were

shot in Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and South

Carolina.

FOREST PHEASANT PROJECT
The work on this project has progressed ahead of the

schedule originally outlined. We have a larger population

than we anticipitated we would have at this time, as a re-

sult of very good fertility and hatchability ( about 90%
and 80% respectively).

Selection pressure was placed on this year's stock for egg

production, hours of incubation required for hatching and

both egg and adult color. Some of the 1000 chicks pro-

duced this spring will be placed on an island and two other

isolated submarginal land areas.

Next year's (1970) plans call for continued selection for

egg production, hours of incubation and color of both the

birds and their eggs. Additional effort will be placed on

selection for body weight, wildness, date of hatch, spur

length, shank length and rapid feathering. Birds will be

placed on the same areas used in 1969 for field testing.

Deer Project

Massachusetts deer hunters harvested 1,427 deer during

the 1968 deer season. This was the second antlered deer

only season in the history of Bay State deer hunting. Ant-

lerless deer harvest was by permit only.

Thirty deer checking stations were manned by Division

personnel to record the compulsory deer kill reports.

The reported deer kill for the 1968 deer season is as fol-

lows:

Males
Females
Total

Archery Shotgun Total

21 1,083 1,104

13 310 323
34 1,393 1,427



umber Percent
456 70

74 11

29 4

7 1

84 13

Included in the above deer harvest totals are 421 deer

reported by holders of antlerless deer permits.

Deer mortalities caused by other than hunting were re-

iported as follows:

\Cause

jMotor Vehicles

(Dogs

[Illegal

jCrop damage
jOther and Unknown

Turkey Stocking Project

An experimental release of wild turkeys was made in

I Massachusetts during 1960 and 1961. Twenty-two wild

turkeys from three different sources were released in

i Quabbin Reservation during 1960 and 1961. Spring popu-

lations remained relatively static through 1965 due prima-

rily to high winter mortality and low juvenile recruitment

I

during same years. Population increases have occurred

|

since 1965, representing a reversal of the trend of a steadi-
1

ly decreasing population to 1964. Mild winter conditions

I and an artificial winter feeding program were probably re-

I

sponsible for the increased overwinter survival of wild tur-

|
keys during the 1965-1966 and 1966-1967 winters. The

I

wild turkey was considered established in the Quabbin

area in 1967. The emphasis in the program was then shift-

ed from intensive research on the Quabbin population to a

i
statewide population survey and restoration effort. The

; 1968 breeding population was estimated to be 50 turkeys

in the Quabbin area. Sixteen broods were raised and 83

poults survived to September. The 1969 late winter/early

I
spring population was estimated to be 60 turkeys.

The main flocks at each of the major release sites were

!
censused by direct search from snowmobiles and by count-

ing tracks in snow during late winter. These late winter-

early spring populations were estimated to be: Myles Stan-

dish, 10; Mt. Washington, 12; October Mt., 31; Barre, 20;

Douglas, 1 1

.

A release of 12 turkeys was made in a new area in the

town of Douglas during September, 1969.

Waterfowl Project

Wood duck nesting studies at Great Meadows National

Wildlife Refuge indicated the poorest production of young

in eighteen years. Population levels of nesting wood ducks

on eight study areas in central Massachusetts remained the

same as 1967 levels, but recruitment of young females to

the breeding population was poor.

Canada goose nesting studies continued on the Fram-

ingham-Sudbury Reservoir system. The nesting population

appears to number about thirty breeding pairs with many
non-breeding birds present on this reservoir. Goose nesting

occurs in many other areas in the Suasco watershed.

Gosling transplants continued. Releases were made in

western Worcester County, Franklin County, and Berk-

shire County. Four tagged adult geese released at the Fer-

nald State School in Templeton as goslings in 1967 were

observed on the school grounds this year. Hunting recover-

ies of released goslings have been reported from New Jer-

sey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts. One
goose was live-trapped at Bombay Hook National Wildlife

Refuge in Delaware.

Banding operations resulted in a total of 1,558 ducks

being banded on the coast in January and February. Of
these approximately 1,300 were black ducks, the remain-

der were mallards and black-mallard hybrids. Nighlighting

by airboat produced a total of 650 birds banded prior to the

1968 hunting season. Species banded included black duck,

mallard, wood duck, blue-winged teal, green-winged teal,

pintail and black-mallard hybrid.

The winter inventory count of waterfowl totalled

120,500 birds. This was approximately 30,000 birds below

the 1968 count, and could be attributed to a corresponding

drop in the number of eiders observed during the inventory

flights. The count this year was equal to the average count

of the past ten years.

Survey flights the day prior to the opening of the 1968

Special Scaup Season revealed the presence of 14,000

scaup on our coastal waters. Flights during the special sea-

son revealed no significant hunter participation.

Development Work
Again much of the four wildlife districts' time was spent

on development and maintenance of this division's wildlife

management areas. Over 90 miles of roads were main-

tained by graveling, brush cutting, etc. A total of 12,312

trees and shrubs were planted along edges and through

fields to provide travel lanes and food. In addition, over

400 acres of spring and fall plantings were made or main-

tained for wildlife food and cover on eleven wildlife man-
agement areas.

Other important activities were thinning and clearing on

ten wildlife management areas to provide additional food

and cover by cutting the overstory and encouraging the un-

derstory; maintenance and construction of wood duck

nesting boxes, and related work.

GAME DISTRIBUTION July 1 ,1968--June 30 ,
1969

Pheasants Hens Cocks Total

Adults: Spring and Summer
liberations

3,150 285 3,435

Young: August liberations (12 weeks)
October-November liberations

3,503 11,454 14,957

(17-25 weeks) 250 41,100 41,350
Sportsmen's Club Rearing

Totals

Program 50 4,998 5 048

6,953 57,837 64,790

Quail

Adults 200
Young

Totals

3,252

3,452

White Hare
Northern Varying, purchased 2,500



>l ISSACHl SETTS COOPER YTIYK WILDLIFE
RESEARCH I Ml

The following projects have been worked on by mem-
bers of the Cooperative Unit in the past year:

Beaver Project

Dr. Larson has developed a valid technique of determin-

ing the sex of beaver of any age in the wild by the exami-

nation of blood smears.

\\ oodcock Projecl

Dr. Sheldon found that there was no drop in the singing

male woodcock population on the old census routes.

Twenty random routes were established in the state this

year, and two of these were run by Unit personnel.

The Unit leader and Head Game Biologist from the di-

vision attended a Wildlife Conservation symposium at the

University of Maine in late June.

Ecology and Physiology of Avian Sterility

Drs. David K. Wetherbee and Bernard Wentworth con-

ducted further intensive studies developing chemo-steri-

lants for bird control.

Dr. Wetherbee prepared a manuscript on the ecology,

land history and natural history of Muskeget Island. This

has been submitted for possible publication as a book.

Sparrow Hawk Project

Mr. Charles Keene was making an extremely interesting

study of the role of tradition in nest site selection of the

sparrow hawk. He has erected two hundred nest boxes and

has had over fifty pairs under observation. Close to one

hundred sparrow hawks have been banded.

Black Duck Project

Mr. John Grandy spent the winter in Cape Cod where]

he initiated a study on the feeding habits and behavior oft!

wintering black ducks. He completed vegetation transects'

and collected some duck-gizzards. This study will be con-

tinued for the next two years.

Impoundment Project

Mr. Harry Heusmann completed a study of the wildlife

and recreational value of borrow-pits and other wetlands

caused by highway construction.

Waterfowl Investigation on the Connecticut River

Mr. William Rockwell is completing the study of the

waterfowl population and hunters using that part of the

Connecticut River flowing through Massachusetts.

In conjunction with this study he has evaluated the his-

tory and current acreage of all wetlands in the Valley.

Ruffed Grouse Studies

Dr. Brander continued telemetry studies of Ruffed

Grouse determining the food utilized and the occupied

cover during the winter.

Canada Goose Project

Mr. James Cooper has been working since March at the

East Meadows Ranch near Delta, Manitoba where he has

initiated an intensive study of nesting Canada geese.

This project is a cooperative undertaking financed by

the Unit and the North American Wildlife Foundation.

Cooper will continue this study for two more nesting,,

seasons.

LANDS AND WATERS ACQUISITION
1 HE problems encountered almost daily in the adminis-

tering of an acquisition program encompassing the whole

state are of little or no interest to the average sportsman.

His only interest is in the end result and he makes his

judgement on the success of the program on this basis. Yet

these problems and details are important and require much
time, thought and effort. We have yet to make a purchase

of land which was easy.

There is always a problem cropping up unexpectedly

which must be worked out and solved before progress to a

successful conclusion can be made. The legal department

of state government is a stern taskmaster and the adminis-

trative branch unyielding on procedure. This is as it

should be for the protection of the state, and also for the

protection of the party conveying to the state.

Notwithstanding the problems involved, however, prog-

ress has been made in our long range acquisition program

to provide an adequate supply, in every section of the state,

of lands on which to hunt and waters on which to fish.

Three new wildlife management areas were established

during the year, one in Conway, one in Lenox and one in.

Savoy. The Conway Wildlife Management Area contains

525 acres with more in the process. It is a farm game area:

consisting of around two hundred acres of cleared land

used for pasture and mowing and the rest in woodland in

various stages of development. It is a rolling topography)

with Poland Brook flowing through and providing a sourc

of water in the pasture areas. This area has excellent po-

tential for development as a farm game area and we are

hopeful of adding more acreage.

The area in Lenox known as the Housatonic Wildlife

Management area at present contains approximately 250

acres and is part of a much larger area owned by other

public agencies.
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le area is almost flat land sloping gently from west to

at the river bank with wet swampy land along the

idering course of the Housatonic River. A good por-

is open hay and pasture land. More acreage will be
J—~^ jn ^g near future.

The Savoy Wildlife Area consists of over 400 acres, is

t all wooded and has good potential for future development

jand management.

Other Wildlife Management areas to which more

^acreage was added are as follows:

'Crane Area— Falmouth 54 acres

Northeast Area 117 acres

Chester Area 420 acres

1 jSquannacook River Area 65 acres

New Braintree 38 acres

Marshes along North Shore 38 acres

J Total acreage actually acquired during the fiscal year was

|p,514 acres.

Options were obtained on approximately 1,700 acres in

the Rocky Gutter section of Middleboro and they are being

' processed at the present time. The Bureau of Outdoor Rec-

reation has approved this acquisition and reimbursement

of one half the total cost is anticipated from this agency.

This will be the first time that this division will receive

funds from this Agency.

The Hampden County Council of Sportsmen's Clubs

were very generous in giving to the division approximately

80 acres of land along the East Branch of Westfield River.

We are most grateful to them and their hard working land

committee. If only other clubs and Leagues would follow

suit. All gifts of land, frontage, access points, etc. are most

welcome and useful for Division purposes. River access

and roadside parking facilities were acquired on the Quaboag
River in Warren, on the Squannacook River in Townsend

and on the East Branch of the Ware River in Paxton. There

is a great need for acquiring more access and parking areas

to streams and the Division will make a special effort and

concentrate on this phase of acquisition.

As in the past, several parcels of land which were of-

fered for sale were investigated and in some cases negotia-

tions were started but never materialized. Cooperation

from the other sections of the division has been excellent

and we have also received much help from other state and

federal agencies for which we are most grateful.

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
1 HE education of adults of today and tomorrow in the

wise use of out natural resources and the information of

the general public in the ways and means of their fish and

game division continues to be the goal of the information

and education section.

Of particular interest to those who provide its revenue,

the license buying hunters, fishermen and trappers of Mas-
sachusetts, and non-resident license buyers as well, the Di-

vision regularly furnishes complete and detailed reports of

its activities through its information program. A detailed

and complete listing of the Division's receipts and expendi-

tures is also publicly available to any person interested

enough to get on the free mailing list and/or ask for specif-

ic information on any program conducted by the Division.

Many members of the agency attended countless meet-

ings or various organizations during the fiscal year to dis-

cuss Division programs and policies.

Frequent news releases attempt to keep the public well-

informed through the media of newspapers, radio, televi-

sion and magazines. Pertinent new releases are issued not

only by the information-education section, but also by the

wildlife district personnel as well, for specific programs

within their geographic scope of operations.

Circulation of the Division's official magazine, MASS-
ACHUSETTS WILDLIFE, continued throughout the year,

with circulation at a figure of 41,000 at year's end. Earlier

plans to expand the magazine and change to a fee system

were stalled by lack of the necessary legislation.

The Division's free loan film library reached an all-time

low in distribution of films for viewing by various organi-

zations and groups. Budgetary requests for monies to both

maintain present film stocks and to acquire needed new

films and equipment continue to be severely chopped out

each year. Wear and tear of existing films has taken a heavy

toll, with several films having to be retired from the active

list.

Several sportsmen's shows and fairs throughout the state

featured exhibits put on by the Division, through the efforts

of district personnel and the information-education section.

Highlights of the year's exhibits was the display of live fish,

trout and several warm-water species, at the annual New
England Sportsmen's Show held at the War Memorial Au-
ditorium of the Prudential Center in Boston.

The Division continued to serve the youth of the Com-
monwealth through its efforts in conducting the annual Ju-

nior Conservation Camp, held at the Worcester County 4-H
Center at Thompson's Pond in Spencer.

During the fiscal year, thousands of letters, requests for

literature and information, posters, pond maps and other

Division printing were handled.
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Financial Report, July 1,1968 To June 30,1969
HOW THE SPORTSMEN'S DOLLAR WAS SPENT

ADMIMSIRAHON
Administration 3304-01
Board of Fisheries and
Game 3304-01

Information-Education . 3304-01

FISHERIES PROGRAMS
Fish Hatcheries 3304-42
Fisheries Management . 3304-42— Fish Restoration

Projects 3304-47
Fisheries Management . 3304-51

"Fisheries Research Coop.
Unit

"Conn. River Shad
Study

SI IS.26S.33

750.00 S119.OIS.33 A%
78.944.99 3 r/f

WILDLIFE PROGRAMS
Game Farms
\\ ildlife Management . .

'Damage by Wild Deer &
Moose

Wildlife Research Coop.
L'nit

""Wildlife Research
Restoration

""Eastern Dove
Management

CONSTRUCTION
"Trout Hatchery, East

Sandwich
Charles L. McLaughlin .

"Trout Hatchery

3304-55

3304-62

3304-51
3304-51

3304-41

3304-44

3304-53

3304-64

3304-43
3304-63
7801-01

7801-02

14S.3S9.63

43,635.65
100,027.85

10.000.00

14,176.09

34S.953.79

316,229.22 10%

— 265,165.25 » c
i

100.027.86

14,444.55

7,966.58

172,431.65

3,500.00 298,370.64 9 r
/t

9,496.20
349,166.87
888,289.15 1,246,952.22 40<7C

1020-0200
1020-0000

1000-0000

LAND ACQUISITION*

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Public Hunting Grounds
Conservation Officers
Salaries and Expenses
Other - Office of the
Commissioner
GRAND TOTAL: . .

Surplus in Inland Fisheries & Game Fund
as of June 30, 1969 . . .

"Continuing Appropriations
**50 r

r Reimbursable by Federal Funds
*"75 r

r Reimbursable by Federal Funds
"**100 r

r Reimbursable by Federal Funds

270,445.28

11,070.00
185,536.00

2,522.00 199,128.00 6 r
/c

$3,143,207.72 100 r
/r

$816,988.85

APPROPRIATIONS & EXPENDITURES
Expenditures &

Account No. & Title Appropriation Liabilities Reverted

3304-01 Administration $ 203,760.00 $ 197,963.32 $ 5,796.68

3304-42 Fisheries
Management .... 513,233.00 497,343.42 15,889.58

""3304-47
1

'
i

!'• .i.ii.i

Projects 49,585.00 43,635.65 5,949.35

3304-51 • .
i J.J 1 1

i

l

Management .... 485,250.00 465,220.96 20,029.04

"•3304-53 !.!h.

Restoration 181,405.00 172,431.65 8,973.35

"3304-62 Connecticut River
Shad Study 14,300.00 14,176.09 123.91

3304-63 Construction,
Quabbin 349,166.87 349,166.87 0.—
(Additional Funds)

"•3304-64 Eastern Dove
Management .... 3,500.00 3,500.00 0.—

$1,800,199.87 $1,743,437.96 $ 56,761.91

Continuing Balance
Appropriation. Expenditures Forward

3304-41 Damage by Wild Deer
and Moose 17,875.43 14,444.55 3,430.88

3304-43 Cert. Construction &
Improvements Trout Hatchery,
East Sandwich . . . 56,659.48 9,496.20 47,163.28

3304-60 Acquisition Land &
Waters for Fish
& Wildlife
Management
Purposes 50,000.00 50,000.00

7801-01 Construction Quabbin
Fish Hatchery . . . 888,327.61 888,289.15 38.46

7801-02 Land & Waters for
Fish & Wildlife
Management
Purposes 378,749.78 270,445.28 108,304.50

7802-01 Land & Water
Acquisition and
Development 1 ,000,000.00 — 1,000,000.00

$2,391,612.30 51,182,675.18 $1,208,937.12

"50% Reimbursed Federal Funds
***75% Reimbursed Federal Funds
""IM'i Reimbursed Federal Funds

SUMMARY OF FISH AND GAME INCOME
Fishing, Hunting and Trapping Licenses. . 1,548, 809. 50 :S

Special Licenses, Trap Registrations, Tags
and Alien Gun Permits 7,081.25*

Rents 3,505.50

Misc. Sales 9,622.98

Mass. Mourning Dove Reimbursement. . 3,500.00

Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid 81,909.66

Dingell-Johnson Federal Aid 60,515.61

Anadromous Fish Projects Federal Aid . 6,307.69

B. O. R. Reimbursement 30,000.00

Court Fines 9,809.00

Archery Stamps 4,140.70

Refunds, Prior Year 693.45

$1,765,895.34
*See Detail Sheet No. 1

**See Detail Sheet No. 2

ANALYSIS OF SPECIAL LICENSES

TYPE OF LICENSE NUM
TRAP REGISTRATIONS:

BER ISSUED

94
333

21

3

72

18
187

5

83

82
369

5

85
404

35
71

. . 175

4

25
49

10
2,250
800

3,940
23,250

1

43

30

RECEIPTS

$ 94.00

FUR BUYERS:
327.75

210.00
300.00

TAXIDERMIST: . 360.00

PROPAGATORS:
(Special Fish)

90.00
Renewal

(Fish)

540.00

25.00
Renewal

(Birds & Mammals)
249.00

410.00
Renewal

(Dealers)

1,104.50

25.00
Renewal 255.00

404.00

(lnd. Bird or Mammal)
34.50

SHINERS FOR BAIT:
35.50

875.00

FIELD TRIAL LICENSES: 40.00

QUAIL FOR TRAINING DOGS:
125.00

Renewal

COMMERCIAL SHOOTING PRESERVES:
Tags
Posters
Game Tags

147.00

500.00

582.00

TRAPPING CERTAIN BIRDS: 5.00

MOUNTING PERMITS: 43.00

SPECIAL FIELD TRIAL PERMITS: 300.00
$7,081.25

RULES AND REGULATIONS
RULES AND REGULATIONS PROMULGATED BY THE
DIRECTOR OF FISHERIES AND GAME DURING FISCAL
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1969:

April 11, 1969 Rules and regulations relating to the hunting of

Pheasants, Quail and Ruffed Grouse in Massachusetts (per-

taining to Youth Upland Game Training).

May 29, 1969 Rules and regulations relating to the hunting and

trapping of mammals in Massachusetts.

In accordance with the authority vested in me by Section 5,

Chapter 131, of the General Laws, as most recently amended
by Chapter 802, Acts of 1967, and subject to the regulations

hereinafter prescribed, I hereby declare an annual open season

for the hunting and trapping of mammals as follows:

A. Black bear may be hunted from October 20 to the follow-

ing December 3 1.

B. Mink, otter, and muskrat may be taken by trapping only

from November 1 to the following March 1.
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C. Opossum and raccoons may be hunted, except as provided

in Section 70 of Chapter 131 of the General Laws and ex-

cept as provided by Rules and Regulations relative to the

hunting of deer in Massachusetts promulgated by the

Director of Fisheries and Game, with or without the use of

dogs from September 20 to the following December 31.

D. Opossum and raccoons may be trapped from November 1

to the following March 1.

E. All mammals not herein mentioned except other mammals
specifically protected by other laws or rules and regulations

in Chapter 131 may be trapped from November 1 to the

following March 1 and subject to existing laws may be

hunted from January 1 to December 31.

F. Beaver may be trapped from December 15 through March
1 throughout the Commonwealth except on state forest

sanctuaries, provided the pelts of all beaver lawfully

trapped shall not be sold or otherwise disposed of until

they are first brought to a designated representative of the

Division of Fisheries and Game and tagged with a metal

tag by said representative. All pelts must be tagged within

two days after the closing day of the open season.

In the foregoing provisions for open seasons, opening and clos-

ing dates are inclusive.

During the period from sunset of one day to sunset of the fol-

lowing day, a person shall not hunt or take by hunting more
than three raccoons, nor shall two or more persons hunting in

one party kill or take more than six raccoons.

In the foregoing provisions the word "hunt" in all its moods
and tenses shall be construed so as to exclude the use of traps.

A person shall not remove or attempt to remove a raccoon

from any hole in the ground, stonewall, from within any ledge,

or from under any stone, or from any hole in any log or tree.

5. A person shall not kill or take more than one black bear.

6. Except as otherwise provided in Chapter 131 of the General

Laws, as amended, it shall be unlawful for any person:

a. To have in his possession the green pelt of any fur-bearing

mammal or any part of such pelt except during the open sea-

son for such mammal and for ten days thereafter.

b. To possess or have under his control a trap on the land of

another where fur-bearing mammals might be found be-

tween April 16 of any year and six o'clock ante meridian on
the following November first, both dates inclusive.

c. At any time to possess or have under control an unregistered

trap on the land of another where fur-bearing mammals
might be found.

d. To possess or have under his control unless duly authorized

as provided in clause "m" the registered trap of another.

e. To trap on the enclosed land of another or on land posted as

provided in section one hundred, without the written con-

sent of the owner or occupant of such land.

f. To trap in a public way, car road, or path commonly used as

a passageway for human beings or domestic animals.

g. To trap within ten feet of the waterline of a muskrat or bea-

ver house.

h. To tear open, disturb, or destroy a muskrat house, beaver

house, or beaver dam.

i. To trap with a steel or jaw trap, or a dead fall trap with a

spread of more than six inches, or a "stop-thief trap, or a

dead fall trap with an opening of more than six inches, or a

choke trap, or a trap with teeth on one or both jaws, or a

trap of the "conibear" type unless such trap is completely

submerged in water, or a trap with two sets ofjaws either set

of which has a spread of more than six inches, or a combina-
tion of one set of jaws of one size and another set of jaws of

another size, one jaw of which is stationary and one free

moving, or one or all jaws free moving with a spread of

more than six inches, or a trap capable of taking more than

one mammal at a time, except that beaver only may be tak-

en by traps having a jaw spread of not less than five inches

or more than seven and one-half inches or by a "conibear"

type trap of any size if such trap is completely submerged in

water. Nothing in this clause shall be deemed to prohibit the

use of a stop-loss trap, so-called, having one movable arm
attached, the purpose of which being to prevent an animal

caught therein from gnawing his foot or leg. For the purpose

of this clause, in determining the jaw spread of a trap, it

shall be measured midway across the open jaws at right an-

gles to the hinges from the extreme outside edges.

j. To trap before six o'clock ante meridian on the opening day

of any trapping season.

k. To fail to visit at least once in each calendar day between

the hours of four o'clock ante meridian and ten o'clock post

meridian, all traps by him staked out, set, used, tended,

laced, or maintained except that under the ice sets for bea-

ver shall be visited at least once in each forty-eight hour
period.

1. To destroy, mutilate, or spring the trap of another.

m. To take any fur-bearing mammal or predator from the trap

of another unless he has upon his person a specific written

authorization to do so, signed by the owner of such trap.

The owner of traps may give such authorization to any per-

son licensed to trap under this chapter for a period not to ex-

ceed one week from the day he himself last tended his traps

provided that notice of the giving of such authorization in-

cluding the name and trapping license number of the person

so authorized shall be given to the district natural resource

officer and to the director within twenty-four hours after the

same has been given.

n. To set, use, place, locate, tend, or maintain a trap not bear-

ing the name of the person or persons using the same in such

a manner that it shall be legible at all times.

o. Any trap set in violation of law shall be forfeited to the Com-
monwealth by any officer empowered to enforce this chapter
and shall be disposed of by the director in the best interests

of the Commonwealth.

7. If any part, section, or sub-division of these rules and regula-

tions or the application thereof shall be held invalid, unconsti-

tutional, or inoperative as to any particular person, persons, or

conditions, the remainder hereof of the application of any such

part, section, or subdivision to other persons and conditions

shall not be affected thereby.

8. Rules and regulations relating to the hunting and trapping of

mammals which were promulgated on April 8, 1968 are hereby

revoked and superseded by the foregoing.

9. These rules and regulations shall become effective on July 1,

1969 and shall remain in effect until amended or revoked.

LEGISLATION
The following laws affecting the Division of Fisheries and Game

were enacted during the legislative session of 1969:

Chapter 652— An act exempting paraplegics from payment of a fee

for a hunting license.

Chapter 157 — An act further regulating the wearing of hunting

clothes during the open deer season— deer hunters are now re-

quired to wear a minimum of 400 square inches of hunter or-

ange material.

Chapter 757 — An act authorizing the Division of Fisheries and
Game to exchange certain land in Barnstable County for other

land of equal value— lands in question are these transferred to

the Division of Fisheries and Game but requires eminent do-

main authorization to clear title of the land.

Chapter 566 — An act designating the Director of Fisheries and
Game as a member of the Water Resource Commission and
providing for the appointment by the Governor of an addition-

al member of said commission.

Chapter 17 — An act reducing the fee for the issuence of a nonresi-

dent and alien Fur Buyer's license from $100.00 to $20.00 per

year.

Chapter 542 — An act authorizing the Division of Fisheries and
Game to acquire land and construct a fishing pier at Cook
Pond in the city of Fall River.

Chapter 566 — An act authorizing the Director of Fisheries and
Game to undertake a program of management to provide sport

fishing at Cook Pond in the city of Fall River.

Chapter I 1 — Resolve providing for an investigation and study by

the Division of Fisheries and Game relative to constructing fish

ladders on the obstructions in the Little River and Westfield

River.



STANDING ALL-TIME MASSACHUSETTS FRESHWATER FISHING RECORDS
THROUGH JUNE 30, 1969

Species Weight Length Girth

24 lbs. 8 oz. 45 Vi" 22"

9 lbs. 5 oz. 29V4"

Largomouth Bass 12 lbs. I oz. 25%'

SmaJlmouth Bass 6 lbs. 12 oz. 2I"

Northern Pike

Pickerel

Rainbow Trout 8 lbs. 4 oz. 26"

Brown Trout 19 lbs. 10 oz. 3 1 '/2

"

Lake Trout 13 lbs. 1 oz. 31"

Shad 7 lbs. 10 oz. 25 V2 "

Channel Catfish 13 lbs. 8 oz. 30"

Walleye 9 lbs.. 3 oz.

2 1 %

16"

>2%

'

l9'/2'

19"

Bluegill 1 lb. 1 1 Va
"

9'/2

Bullhead 5 lbs. 9 oz. 22W IP/2

5 lbs. 8 oz. 22Vi" 14"

4 lbs. 9 oz. 22 Vi" IIV2

Calico 2 lbs. 9'/2 0z. 18" 14"

White Perch 2 lbs. 4 oz. 16%" 11%
2 lbs. 16%" 11 '/4

Yellow Perch 17'/4
"

Brook Trout 6 lbs. 4 oz. 24" 14"

Place Caught

Palmer River, Rehoboth

Pleasant Lake, Harwich

Onota Lake, Pittsfield

Pontoosuc Lk., Lanesboro

Deep Pond, Falmouth

Wachusett Res., Boylston

Quabbin Res., Pelham

Indian Head
Conn. Riv., Turners Falls

Assawompsett Pond,

Lakeville

Bog Pond, Norton

Conn. Riv., Hadley

Leverett Pd., Leverett

Conn. Riv., Chicopee

Merrimack, Lowell

Halfway Pd., Plymouth

Halfway Pd., Plymouth

Otis Reservoir, Otis

How Caught Date

bait casting 5-9-63

spinning 5-14-67

live bait 1-13-67

live bait

-J

10-15-66

spinning 5-19-66

trolling 9-13-63

spinning 5- -68

live bait 7-18-64

bait casting

spinning 10-17-65

live bait 6-8-63

live bait 8-2-65

live bait 9-8-65

spinning 6-8-65

spinning 6-9-65

spinning 6-18-66

5-10-69

spinning 6-24-68

Caught by

George Pastick, Fall River

Thomas Paradise, Arlington

Kris Ginthwain, Pittsfield

-54 Mrs. James Martin, Stockbridge

Roger Walker, Eastondale

Dana DeBlois, Sterling

LeeRoy DeHoff, Suffield, Conn.

William Spaulding, Whitman
Robert Thibodo, Northampton
William Spaulding, Whitman

Robert Barrett, Stoughton

Mrs. Erna Storie, Chicopee Falls

Stephen Brozo, No. Amherst

Joseph Kida, Chicopee

George Olsson, Lowell

Richard Rock, Kingston

Richard Rock, Kingston

Mathew Sergio, Brockton

Thomas Laptew, Granville

RECEIPTS FROM FISHING, HUNTING AND TRAPPING LICENSES

Licenses

Series 1 Res. Cit. Fishing
2 Res. Cit. Hunting
3 Res. Cit. Sporting
4 Res. Cit. Minor Fishing
4-A Res. Cit. Female Fishing
5 Res. Cit. Minor Trapping
6 Res. Cit. Trapping
7 Non-Res. 7 day Fishing
9 Non-Res. Fishing
9-A Alien Fishing

10 Non-Res. or Alien Hunting
12 Duplicate Licenses
15 Res. Cit. Sporting
17 Res. Cit. (Old Age Asst.)

Paraplegic and the Blind
18 Military or Naval

Fees
Retained by Net

Gross Town Clerk Returned
Price Number Amount Or City To State

(5.25) 120,302 631,585.50 29,837.50 601,748.00
(5.25) 58,969 309,587.25 14,640.75 294,946.50
(8.25) 53,610 442,282.50 13,276.00 429,006.50
(3.25) 17,758 57,713.50 4,420.00 53,293.50
(4.25) 22,092 93,891.00 5,481.50 88,409.50
(3.25) 194 630.50 48.25 582.25
(8.75) 498 4,357.50 122.25 4,235.25
(5.25) 2,269 11,912.25 563.00 11,349.25
(9.75) 2,949 28,752.75 724.25 28,028.50
(9.75) 773 7,536.75 191.75 7,345.00
(16.25 1,623 26,373.75 327.00 26,046.75
( .50) 3,021 1,510.50 — 1,510.50
(Free) 19,115 — — —
(Free) 2,248 — — —
(Free) 2,309 — — —

307,730 $1,616,133.75 $69,632.25 $1,546,501.50

Check Returned Insufficient Funds 2,308.00
(Re-deposited)

$1,548,809.50
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