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INSPECTORS' REPORT.

To His Excellency the Governor', and the Honorable Council,

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The undersigned, Inspectors of the State Almshouse, at

Bridgewater, have the honor to present for your consideration

the Seventh Annual Report of the affairs, the condition and

operations of the aforesaid institution for and during the past

financial year, ending September the thirtieth, A. D. 1860.

THE FARM.

The land constituting the farm connected with this alms-

house, when purchased by the State, though pleasant and

healthy in situation and surroundings, was worn out, dilapi-

dated and poor, and required much time and labor to enrich

the soil, and change sterility into fruitfulness. This, to no

inconsiderable extent, has been accomplished.

Under the direction and management of the intelligent and

experienced Superintendent, whose motto is, " onward," and

with the blessing of a kind and beneficent Providence, who lib-

erally rewards the frugal and industrious husbandman, the

farm has been greatly advanced in its culture, in its produc-

tions, in its appearance, and in its real and permanent value.

The grounds in the immediate vicinity of the buildings are

laid out with taste and judgment, and present a cheerful and
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cultivated aspect. There has been a gradual but marked

improvement manifested throughout.

There is more of truth than of poetry in the fact that the

rough places have been made smooth ; that the late barren and

unfruitful wastes have been made fertile and productive mea-

dows ; that the uncultivated and thriftless forests have given

place to the orchard and the vine, and the rocks, even, which

for centuries obstructed the progress of cultivation, have been

removed and made to give strength and beauty to the stalworth

walls which now enclose different sections of the farm.

The crops already garnered exhibit an abundant yield, of a

superior quality, and an increase in quantity over previous

years.

Seed time is past, but the vegetable harvest is not yet ; there

is promise of a liberal supply from the vegetable kingdom,

should no blight or mildew attack the plants. The outlay has

been large ; the ingathering is " with Him who giveth the

increase."

One important point in an establishment like this is to

increase the productiveness of the farm, and the value of the

entire property, as far as is practicable, by the labor of such of

the inmates as are able to work. This self-evident fact it has

been the constant endeavor of the Superintendent, with the

hearty approval and co-operation of the Inspectors, to carry out.

In its best estate, however, the labor capital in State alms-

houses is small and unproductive ; and much of this is made

wholly unavailable under the present system of discharging

inmates as soon as they are able to labor, either on their own

application, or that of their friends, or of others who have

not the information necessary to judge correctly of each indi-

vidual case as it occurs.

At the season of the year when labor is most needed on the

farm, there is rarely an able bodied man of sound mind in the

almshouse ; and the reason is, that each inmate, as soon as he

is able to work, demands his discharge, and usually obtains it.

For instance : a man is sent to the almshouse sick with a

fever ; he is placed in the hospital, under the care of a phy-

sician and nurse ; in two months, more or less, his health is

restored ; he demands his discharge, or some one does it for

him, and he goes forth " scot free." Scores of such cases
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occur every year. Could such inmate, when restored to

health, be required to labor for a short time, until he had com-

pensated, in whole or in part, for the expense incurred in his

restoration to health, no injustice certainly would be done to

him, the expense to the State would be diminished, and the

number of applicants would be less.

Under the pressure of the present practice, no inconsiderable

part of the work on the farm must be done by men hired for

that purpose, much of which might, and, we think, ought in

justice to be done by the inmates.

THE BUILDINGS.

Most of the buildings were but imperfectly constructed and

finished originally, without sufficient regard to economy or

comfort, in consequence of which, frequent repairs and altera-

tions are required as a matter of necessity for the well-being of

the occupants. Other improvements, mentioned in a previous

report, are still very much needed, and our apology for asking

attention to them again is their great necessity and importance.

The first, because most important, is greater security against

fire. At present, the lives of hundreds, and property to the

amount of thousands, are constantly exposed, without any

reliable and sufficient means of protection.

A more safe and thorough method of warming the rooms in

the several wards, greater conveniences for cooking for the

hospitals, and a small but separate building for the partially

insane, are much needed.

With these alterations and additions, the buildings would be

as convenient and comfortable, and as secure against accidents

by fire, as such piles of wooden buildings, closely compacted

together, could well be made.

We but repeat what has been often and truly said before, viz.,

that in the internal and external arrangement and condition of

the buildings and the grounds around them, neatness and

cleanliness are the order of the day throughout. The hospitals,

the lodging and the school-rooms are neat, airy, and well-

ventilated.

INMATES.

Most of the inmates of the almshouse, male and female, are

feeble in mind and body ; some are partially deranged ; a very
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large proportion are diseased ; all are from the humble walks

of life, and, with few exceptions, from the dregs of society.

But they all are human, and should be, and are, comfortably

provided for.

No adequate estimate of the wretched condition of a large

proportion of these inmates, when admitted to the almshouse,

can be formed without seeing them, and hearing something of

their tales of sin, of suffering, and of degradation.

To witness the scenes of suffering in the sick chamber of a

friend, awakens the liveliest sympathy in the bosom of every

one who feels for another's woe ; but the scene presented in the

hospitals of the almshouse is not of one poor suffering mortal

only, but a congregation of broken-down, worn-out beings,

suffering under every species of disease, caused, in most cases,

by their miserable habits of life.

Could these poor and destitute outcasts who apply for assist-

ance, or their friends, be induced to make the application in

the incipient stages of the disease, and avail themselves of early

medical treatment, many lives would be saved, much suffering

prevented, and no small amount of expense spared for other

purposes.

The sick, as heretofore, are furnished with every necessary

medical aid by a skilful physician, who resides on the premises,

and with experienced and faithful nurses. A large proportion

of the sick have recovered their health ; some have passed away;

many more might, and, judging from facts, we have no doubt

would have been restored to health had they been sent to the

almshouse at an earlier stage of their disease, or had they

received proper care and medical treatment before they applied

for assistance at the almshouse. As evidence of these facts,

there has rarely occurred an instance where an inmate was

admitted in good health, and afterwards became sick, who has

not recovered his usual health.

All, whether sick or in health, are kindly cared for, and

made as comfortable as such a heterogeneous mass of humanity

can be.

Their food is wholesome, well-cooked, and enough of it

;

their clothing is not fine, but clean, warm, and comfortable.

Some of the idiotic and partially insane, and some of the

larger class of boys are required to work upon the farm ; but
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such help is not reliable, and would be very unprofitable to

hire.

Such of the females as are able, are employed in the neces-

sary work of the house, in tending upon the sick, and in the

sewing-room ; but, as with the male inmates, their help, when

had, is at a great discount.

It is sometimes asked why the number of deaths in the

State almshouses are larger in proportion to the whole number,

than in our county and State penitentiaries ? The fact is

undeniable, and the reason must be obvious to those acquainted

with the facts.

More than half of the adult inmates in the almshouse were

sadly diseased when admitted ; very many of them past recov-

ery, while it rarely occurs that a sick man is sent to the peni-

tentiary.

The number of children here is less than for several years,

caused by the removal of a large number to the almshouse at

Monson, the result of which has been an increase in the num-

ber of adults, and an increase in the hospitals ; also, the abol-

ishing of one school with one teacher. This course has been

deemed advisable, because the number of children attending

school, though large for one teacher, is too small to warrant

the employment of two teachers.

The morals, the manners, and the proficiency of the scholars

will lose nothing by comparison with the children in most of

our public schools of the same age and class.

The teacher is experienced and faithful in the discharge of

her arduous and responsible duties, and has given entire satis-

faction. In addition to the branches usually taught in school,

they are taught to sing, in which the teacher is fully compe-

tent, as the proficiency of the scholars clearly shows.

THE STOCK.

The number of cows on the farm has been increased, and

was the pasturage sufficient to warrant it, the number would

be largely increased, for there is no one article of food more
necessary in an institution like this, particularly for the sick

and for children, than milk.

The horses, oxen and other animals upon the farm are about

the same as last year, in number, condition and value.
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PUBLIC WORSHIP.

Services are regularly held in the chapel, as usual, on the

Sabbath, by the Chaplain, who, for some two years, has faith-

fully preached the gospel to the benighted inmates.

Singing by the children, accompanied with instrumental

music by and under the direction of the school teacher, now
constitutes a part of the regular Sabbath services. A Sabbath

school, also, has been established, and is in successful operation.

All who are able are required to attend public worship on the

Sabbath.

These services, regularly attended, cannot fail to exert a sal-

utary influence upon the children and youth, and may, with

the blessing of God, improve some of the more hardened and

obdurate adults.

The clear and full report of the Superintendent, which con-

stitutes a part of this Report, precludes the necessity of more

detailed account from us.

In the reports of the Resident Physician and of the Chaplain,

which are also hereto annexed, and to which we refer, will be

found a more minute and extended account of the sick and of

the hospitals ; also, of the instructions imparted to, and their

results upon the spiritually diseased.

In closing this Report, it is equally a pleasure and a duty to

refer to the manner in which the duties of the various offices

have been discharged.

Of the Superintendent, we hesitate not to say what we have

reason to know, that he is the right man in the right place.

And the best comment upon the chief Matron, is the the fact

that she is universally respected and esteemed.

Of the Physician, the Chaplain, the Teacher, and other officers

of the institution, it gives us pleasure to say that, with few

exceptions, they have been competent and faithful in discharging

the duties of their respective avocations.

In institutions such as this, it is as important as it is some-

times difficult, where so many subordinate officers are required,

that each officer should confine his attention to the business of

his individual department, with as little interference in the

business of others, either by word or deed, as circumstances

and the nature of the case will permit. In this way only can
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order and harmony reign triumphant, without which no public

institution can be made to subserve any noble or valuable

purpose.

JAMES FORD,
J. H. MITCHELL,
IRAH CHASE, Jr.,

Inspectors.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, at Bridgewater.

Gentlemen,—I herewith submit, for your consideration, a

statement of the affairs of the above institution for the year

ending September 30, 1860.

SUMMARY OF INMATES.

Number in the house, October 1,1859,

admitted during the year,

provided for during the year,

discharged, returned, <fec, &c,
died,

remaining October 1, 1860, .

Men, 107 ; women, 191 ; boys, 113 ;
girls, 69.

Average through the year, £79.

EXPENDITURES.

Amount expended from October 1, 1859, to Decem-

ber 31, inclusive,

Received for same period,

—

Cash for beef cattle sold,

Cash from treasurer of Commonwealth,

494

1,360

1,854

1,201

173

480

$8,335 29

$135 71

8,199 58

The above sum ($8,199.58,) deducted from the appropria-

tion, made for the legislative year 1859, leaves a balance of

$2,817.09 not required to defray the current expenses of the

house.

From this balance there has been allowed and paid to the

towns of Randolph and Middleborough, for the support of

paupers, agreeably to a provision of law, the sum of $201.50,

which leaves in the treasury the sum of $2,615.59 ; the unex-

pended balance of the appropriation made for the year 1859.
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Of the appropriation ($333.33) made for the better protec-

tion of the buildings from fire, only $125.70 has been expended.

Balance remaining in the treasury, $207.63.

Amount expended from January 1st to September

30th, 1860, inclusive,

Amount received for same period

:

Cash for stock sold, from towns for support of

paupers, and other small items,

$24,285 24

$1,374 88

22,910 36Cash from treasurer of Commonwealth,

Whole amount expended for support of the insti-

tution for the year ending September 30, 1860, $32,620 53

Appropriated as follows

:

For Salaries and expenses of inspectors,

Salaries of officers,

Sundry persons—incidental labor,

Flour, .

Corn and meal,

Beans, .

Salt beef,

Salt pork,

Fresh meat, .

Fish, .

Sugar, .

Molasses,

Small groceries,

Soap, .

Milk, .

Butter,

Cheese,

Eggs, .

Crackers,

Fine feed,

Coal, .

Clothing,

Dry goods and bedding,

Boots, shoes, and leather,

Hats and caps,

$596 10

5,798 00

346 70

5,922 50

956 38

104 50

1,285 54

450 07

1,406 65

367 54

270 50

353 09

241 49

182 05

1,054 90

372 76

86 05

47 91

112 96

64 30

1,950 44

647 00

2,268 47

711 41

124 29
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For Brooms, brushes, &c, .

Crockery, tin, glass, and hardware,

School books, papers, and stationery.

Postage, ....
Medicinal supplies,

Paint, oil, &c,

Lime, lumber, cement, and bricks

Blacksmithing,

Beef cattle and farm stock, .

Farming implements and seeds,

Hay and straw,

Transportation of paupers, .

Freight, ....
Furniture, new paper hangings, &c,

Repairs of boiler and ranges; new stoves and

pipe,

Incidental expenses,

Tobacco, snuff, and pipes,

Plumbing, carpenter's and mason work

oait, .....
Fruit and vegetables, .

Rice, .....
Hops and malt,

Tea, coffee, chocolate, shells, &c,
Sundry goods,

Lights,.....
J. I fcJCo, .....
Glass, putty, and nails,

Powder, fuse, &c,

Repairs on building,

Total, ....

$70 73

49 11

152 64

18 35

468 97

157 99

310 64

148 63

1,241 13

116 77

679 91

54 11

462 93

370 55

194 17

164

190 88

225 40

54 06

98 38

157 23

43 79

982 66

74 61

221 27

30 15

36 70

33 49

89 46

$32,620 53

Balance remaining of the appropriation for the year 1860,

$12,089.64. *

The average through the year has been twenty-five less than

last year ; expenses five thousand dollars less.

As the management of the institution has been similar to

that of the year past, it is unnecessary to make any extended

remarks, unless it be to call your attention again to the urgent
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necessity of providing further and better accommodations for

the care of the insane and demented inmates, a class that con-

stitutes no inconsiderable part of our family. The policy

adopted, of supporting this class of paupers in the State alms-

houses, is without doubt, a good one, provided the necessary

and proper means are furnished. Were it not that a part of

them are supported in the almshouses, our lunatic hospitals

would be filled almost, with a class of patients for the most

part incurable ; besides, they can be as well cared for and at

less expense, were we in possession of such accommodations as

are needed.

The steam boiler now used for cooking and washing has

become very much worn from long and constant use, and a new
one will soon be required. By adding two, the building could

be warmed by steam, which it is very desirable to do, inasmuch

as it would probably be done not only better but cheaper ; and

what is of by far greater importance than all other considera-

tions, thereby materially lessening the danger from fire, which

from the very combustible nature of the building, has always

been and continues to be a subject of much anxious solici-

tude. To suggest means to avoid such a calamity requires,

as I doubt not it has received, your careful and earnest atten-

tion, the present as well as in past years. The reasons for the

introduction of steam-heating apparatus and better protecting

the buildings from fire, are such as will forcibly and favorably

suggest themselves to all acquainted with the wants and neces-

sities of institutions like this.

During the past year, as has been usual, a considerable

amount has been expended in repairs upon the various buildings

and fences ; also, no inconsiderable item in painting bedsteads,

&c, together with giving the outside of all the buildings one

substantial coat of good paint. A favorable opportunity for

doing the work, and a proper regard for the interest of the

Commonwealth, in a pecuniary point of view, fully justify this

comparatively small expenditure for this object, at the present

time.

The operations in the agricultural department are in as

prosperous and hopeful condition as we have had reason to antici-

pate. As thorough and systematic a course of cultivation has

been, from the beginning carried on, as our means would
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warrant. To those unacquainted with the physical condition of

the inmates of our State almshouses—judging only from the

number admitted and supported—it is not strange that many of

our citizens are far from believing that the institution approxi-

mates as nearly to self-supporting as it should ; and it is true we
do not get the labor from the inmates that they ought in justice

to return in part payment for the parental care -bestowed when,

overtaken by disease or misfortune, (or it may be sin of their

own choice) they are compelled to ask admittance to the hospi-

talities of the Commonwealth. The class of paupers here

referred to constitute the greater portion of our inmates,

admitted through the summer or farming season ; therefore it

will be seen that our main dependence for pauper labor must

come from this source ; and in my judgment, if a more rigid

and systematic course of discharging could be adopted, not

only would the expenses of the establishment be less than now,

but the condition of the inmates, both morally and physically,

be made better.

Because the Commonwealth complies so cheerfully with her

duty, in providing a comfortable home for her afflicted and

impoverished children, it does not by any means follow that

such of them as are restored to health should feel that they

owe nothing for this kind provision—not even in many
instances, the common debt of gratitude. They importune

within or without, for their release, till they obtain it, when (not

unfrequently) they engage in the same evil practices that had

previously caused them to seek a home here. Of such cases

there are many who return again and again in a condition

more enfeebled and broken down, only to require more care

and nursing, and with very much less hope of entire recovery.

In the winter season, we have a large number of men that are

able to labor ; but at this inclement season of the year it is well

known that their services cannot be made comparatively to

produce much of any thing in tlje furtherance of our agricul-

tural interests.

Notwithstanding these difficulties, with the assistance of no

inconsiderable hired labor, the farm has continued to improve

in value as well as appearance. An increase of crops from year

to year is harvested, and the draining of wet land, building of

substantial walls, blasting and removal of rocks, are among
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the improvements receiving their due share of attention. Of

this kind of work, as you well know, there is yet much to be

done, and it is such that inmate labor is well adapted to per-

form ; and could we retain more of their services, much more

would be accomplished towards bringing the farm into a proper

state of cultivation.

The school, during the past year, has made good progress,

quite as much so as is reasonable to expect when the condition

and alternative character of the pupils is taken into considera-

tion ; many of them, when admitted, being ignorant of the

first rudiments of education, therefore considerable time is

needed before the important duties of the school-room become

familiar to them.

Music, both vocal and instrumental, has been taught, in

which the children show a deep interest. The singing in the

chapel on the Sabbath is furnished by them, and forms a very

pleasant, as well as profitable part of our devotional exercises.

The proficiency of the scholars in their studies, as well as their

general deportment, is evidence that the teacher has performed

her important duties not only with credit to herself, but profit

to those consigned to her care.

The chaplaincy remains in charge of the efficient clergyman

who for the past three years has conducted the Sabbath services

in a manner well-calculated to improve the moral condition of

those committed to his charge.

As the condition and management of the hospital department

will no doubt be elaborately set forth in the report of its able

and efficient head, you are respectfully referred to that source

for any information that may not already be in your possession.

Respectfully submitted,

L. L. GOODSPEED.

September 30, 1860.
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NAMES OF OFFICERS AND THEIR SALARIES.

James Ford, James H. Mitchell, Irah Chase, Jr., Inspectors.

Salary of each $100 and expenses.

Levi L. Goodspeed, Superintendent, . . . $1,200 00

W. C. Howland, Assistant, 475 00

H. C. Shaw, Physician, 700 00

S. Richardson, Chaplain, 200 00

F. P. Jones, Farmer, 400 00

T. J. Smith, Farmer, 350 00

Abiel Smith, Farmer, 240 00

John Bennett, Nurse, 360 00

William Cheethim, Watchman, .... 312 00

M. M. Goodspeed, Matron, 300 00

Betsey Todd, Assistant, 260 00

Margaret Yudell, Assistant, 208 00

Betsey Redman, Assistant, 208 00

A. M. Gable, Assistant, ^60 00

S. S. Marston, Teacher, 240 00

INVENTORY.

Horses, .......
Cattle, .

Swine,........
Fowls,

Carriages and agricultural implements,

Machinery and mechanical fixtures,

Beds and bedding in the inmates' department,

Other furniture in the inmates' department, .

Personal property of the State in Supt's department

Ready made clothing, .

Dry goods, .

Provisions and groceries,

Drugs and medicines, .

Fuel, ....
Library,

Produce of farm on hand,

$500 00

1,175 00

720 00

12 00

1,775 39

1,806 67

2,350 25

3,725 80

1,950 52

1,075 67

225 50

1,160 75

350 50

2,560 00

353 48

2,750 00
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Board of Inspectors of State Almshouse at Bridgewater

:

Gentlemen,—The Seventh Annual Report of the Medical

Department of this institution is herein presented.

Number of males admitted to hospital, .... 656

females, ....... 567

Total, 1,223

Discharged, 1,034

Remaining, September 30, 1860, . . . 119

The number of deaths during the past year is as follows

:

Males, 102

Females, 71

Total, 173

Number of births

:

Males, 30

Females, 26

Stillborn, (sex not recorded,) ... 7

Total, ...... 63

The diseases proving fatal, and number of deaths from each,

are exhibited in the following table

:
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Apoplexy, .

Brain, inflammation of

Bright's Disease,

Bronchitis, .

5

2

1

4

Fever, Typhoid,

" Puerperal,

Gangrene, .

" of the mouth,

1

1

2

2

Cancer,

Caries of Spine, .

Consumption,

Convulsions,

5

1

46

4

Heart, disease of

Hydrocephalus,

Hemorrhage,

Marasmus, .

•

3

2

1

17

Debility, senile, .

" infantile,

Diarrhoea, chronic,

6

3

3

Measles,

Paralysis, .

Peritonitis,

.

•

1

2

3

Dropsy,

Delirium Tremens,

5

3

Pneumonia,

Scrofula,

• 15

4

Dysentery,

.

Enteritis, .

Epilepsy, .

Erysipelas,

.

5

9

1

3

Syphilis,

Smallpox, .

Scarlatina, .

•

1

. 3

9

Average number in Hospital during the year, 130

The approximate ages of those who have died are as follows

Eighty years and upwards, 3

Between seventy and eighty, 9

sixty and seventy, 7

fifty and sixty, . 16

forty and fifty, .

•

13

thirty and forty, 23

twenty and thirty, 27

ten and twenty, 6

five and ten, 3

one and five, . 17

six months and one year, , 19

Under six months, 30

In making up the annual report, there is very little new to

present, and an extended verbal report would be only repetition

of that of previous years.

The average number of sick may seem too large for the

number treated during the year when compared to that of

established hospitals, but this is easily accounted for when it is

considered, that in those institutions, when the recovery of a

patient is no longer speedily expected, he is required to vacate

his bed for the benefit of those to whom medical skill may
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prove more availing ; but here, the palsied, the feeble and aged,

and those who linger long upon the sick-bed, having claims for

constant care and attention, are the poor which are with us

always so long as life may last.

The whole number of deaths for the year is five less than

that of the preceding year, while the number admitted to the

hospital is essentially the same, the number for the year ending

September 30, 1859, being 1,224, that of the present year 1,223.

The latter number includes those only who have occupied beds

in the hospital, and is entirely exclusive of a large number that

have received medical aid outside of the rooms appropriated to

the sick.

The disease which has proved fatal to the greatest number,

as in former years, is consumption, forty-six deaths occurring

from that alone. A great portion of the deaths among those

who have escaped death from the many diseases incident to

childhood, and yet have not approached the shoals and quick-

sands which thicken around the last years of man's allotted

time, is due to that fatal disease, thirty-three of the forty-nine

deaths which occurred to those between the ages of twenty and

forty years being attributed to that cause.

It will be seen by the table giving the approximate ages, that

forty-nine have died who were less than one year of age, or

more than one-fourth the whole number ; adding the forty-six

who died from consumption, (all of whom were more than one

year of age,) and the amount exceeds one-half the whole

number.

Smallpox and scarlet fever, which have prevailed so generally

throughout New England, were brought into the house as an

inevitable consequence, as persons were constantly being

received from districts where those diseases were rife, and

were liable any moment after their arrival to be attacked, and

thus it happened in several cases of the former disease.

The first case of smallpox made its appearance in one of the

wards of the hospital on the 19th November, the last case on
the 14th February, there having been twenty-five cases in all.

Scarlet fever appeared first on the 10th December in one of

the nurseries, and disappeared on the 14th March, thirty-four

cases occurring during the intervening period. (For the

number of deaths from each, see tabular report.)
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Ophthalmia, as in former years, still exists, but a greater

part, in fact nearly all of the cases have been of the scrofulous

or catarrhal variety. No case has occurred during the year

where vision has been destroyed or materially impaired. The

whole number of recorded cases is 204, a much larger number

than have entered the hospital from any other single cause.

Respectfully submitted,

H. C. SHAW, Physician.

State Almshouse, Bridgewater,
October 1, I860.
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CHAPLAIN'S REPORT.

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Bridgeivater :

Gentlemen,—It gives me pleasure to report to you that,

during the past year, the attendance in the chapel has been

good, the conduct of the worshippers unexceptionable, and the

attention paid to religious instruction such as warrants the

hope that " the poor have the gospel preached to them " not in

vain. Singing by the children, and instrumental music by one

of the teachers, add greatly to the interest and profit of our

religious services. It is felt that this heterogeneous mass,

from many nations, and of various conditions, from the simply

unfortunate to the erring and vicious, among whom is a large

proportion of children not yet contaminated by the vices of

more mature years, form a group of peculiar interest to him

who would, under God, reclaim the wanderer, comfort the

afflicted, and direct the young in wisdom's way. That the

instructions, warnings, and exhortations given to this people,

and especially to the young, may not be evanescent, like the

morning cloud and early dew, is a matter of deep solicitude.

Under appeals to conscience, enforced by the solemn and

authoritative teaching of God's word, many seem to hear

with lively interest, and it is hoped with profit. Yet where so

many of various habits and character are thrown together, it

is sad to know that some are always ready to obliterate every

serious impression from the minds of their companions. Thus
" one sinner destroyeth much good." This is a difficulty which

it seems impossible to remove. A difficulty, also, in estimat-

ing correctly the amount of good done by imparting religious

instruction, is seen in the fact that most of those who attend

chapel service—children excepted—remain but a short time.

Still, while serious attention is gained, and strict integrity and
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piety are enforced as the means of future prosperity, it is

reasonable to hope that the beneficence of the Commonwealth

in furnishing religious teaching to this class of its people, will

not be unavailing nor unrewarded.

I am pleased to state that the schools of the institution are

doing much- good. Many scholars are far advanced in their

studies, and bid fair, in an intellectual point of view, for future

usefulness. While the schools of our State are a bulwark of

strength, the advantage of mental training to these her foster

children, many of whom are orphans, cannot, we think, be

overestimated ; and I am happy to say that the orderly manage-

ment of the schools, successful study, and all the happy home-

influences manifested, give the assurance that the teachers

have not been unmindful of this truth.

The aid afforded me by the Superintendent and other officers

of the institution in the discharge of the duties assigned me,

is gratefully acknowledged.

Finally, gentlemen, you have my sincere thanks for the

solicitude you have shown in promoting the mental and moral

interests of the institution under your supervision.

SAMUEL RICHARDSON, Chaplain.

Bridgewater, September 29, 1860,


