
PUBLIC DOCUMENT. .No. 29.

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

INSPEOTOE8
OF THE

STATE ALMSHOUSE.

AT BRIDGEWATEE

OCTOBER, 1862.

BOSTON:
WRIGHT & POTTER, STATE PRINTERS,

No. 4 Spring Lane.

18 62.





<£cimmomDcaUl) of Jttasaacfjusctte.

INSPECTORS' REPORT.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

In compliance with law and usage, the Board of Inspectors

for the State Almshouse at Bridgewater, respectfully submit

their Ninth Annual Report of the general state and condition

of said institution for the year ending September 30th, 1862.

For a detailed statement of the financial condition of the

almshouse, its business transactions, its receipts and expendi-

tures, we refer to the report of the Superintendent, which is

annexed to and constitutes an important part of this Report.

The whole number of inmates received during the year end-

ing September 30th, 1862,' is 1,443. The average number

during the year has been 708.

The total amount of expenditures during the same period of

time is thirty-three thousand eight hundred and nine dollars

and four cents, (133,809.04.)

The average amount per week for each inmate has been less

than last year.

No important changes have been been made in the manage-

ment of the almshouse during the past year ; none having been

deemed necessary.

The disbursements have been as small and as economically

made as the approved system for regulating the affairs of the

establishment would permit ; and the Inspectors take pleasure

in stating the fact, that while the comfort of the inmates has

been assiduously regarded by the Superintendent, a strict

economy has been alike prominent in the management of the
se\>ecuniary affairs of the institution.
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The outlay upon the buildings and upon their surroundings

during the past year, has been small ; some new floors have

been laid, rendered necessary by the imperfection of the mate-

rials with which they were originally constructed.

The exterior and interior of the buildings are in decent con-

dition ; and will probably require but a small expenditure to

keep them in that situation during the ensuing year.

The rooms of the several buildings are now warmed by fur-

naces and stoves ; but we most respectfully urge, as a saving of

expense to the State,—as diminishing the danger from fire, and

as increasing the comfort of the occupants, that an appropria-

tion be made for heating the rooms by steam.

In our previous Reports, we have respectfully stated the

necessity of having a separate building for the demented and

partially insane. A committee from the Governor's Council,

after visiting this almshouse something more than a year since,

in their report, recommended the removal of that class of

inmates to the insane hospital.

Had the wholesome advice of that committee been complied

with, the necessity which we now urge, would not exist ; we

trust, therefore, that we may be excused for again urging the

necessity and importance of having a separate building for that

description of inmates ; where they may be classified and, as

far as possible, kept from excitement ; where the harmless and

unobtrusive may be separated from the boisterous and madly

insane. Nor are the effects of commingling such persons

together confined to them only ; others located near the insane

ward are unavoidably annoyed with the noise.

We would respectfully suggest, that still another building is

needed upon these premises. The crops of hay, grain and

other fodder have increased to such an extent as to require

more room for their storage than the present barn affords.

Another barn is much needed, in which to deposit the increas-

ing crops and stock upon the farm.

The number of sick now in the hospitals, and the number of

those who have been under medical treatment during the past

year, have been less than the average number of previous

years.

Three physicians have been connected with the almshouse at

different periods during the year past. Dr. Carney left in
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April last ; Dr. Mitchell, the successor of Dr. Carney, left in

August for a wider sphere of duty in the service of his country
;

and Dr. Robertson, the present attending physician ; all of

whom have been faithful and attentive in the discharge of their

multiform duties.

The patients in the several hospitals have been kindly cared

for, and made as comfortable as the nature of their diseases

would permit.

The schools, as usual, are well conducted and in good condi-

tion. As heretofore, two efficient teachers are employed ; one

in the primary school, the other in the school for higher

branches. Music continues to be an interesting and important

branch of instruction in the schools, and gives variety and

relaxation in the dry and unappreciated studies of children.

These children constitute the choir and perform an appropriate

part of the religious services in the chapel on the Sabbath.

The object of the moral, mental and physical training in these

schools, as in all well conducted schools, is improvement ; to

make each scholar of essential use to himself and others around

him for life.

The number of children in the almshouse at the present time

is greater than when we made our Report for last year, although

a large number of the best educated and least troublesome have

been removed to the almshouse at Monson, during the past

year. This class of inmates have stronger claims upon public

sympathy than most others in any community. They are with-

out natural guardians generally ; or if they have parents, are

little improved in their condition ; they are mainly dependent

upon public charity for subsistence. Here they are better

taught, better cared for, and have better examples placed before

them than they would or could do when under the care of

unfortunate, dissipated and broken-down parents. Those chil-

dren born in the almshouse and those brought here in early

childhood, with minds and blood untainted, enjoy as good

health, are as easily taught and governed as most children of

the same age in any community.

Religious services are held in the chapel on the Sabbath as

heretofore.

The Rev. Mr. Richardson, the able and efficient chaplain for

several years, resigned his office on the first of September, fthc
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present month, much to the regret of those interested for the

inmates. The Rev. Stilman Pratt, of Middleborough, was

appointed to succeed Mr. Richardson ; but officiated only once

in the chapel, soon after which he was taken sick and died.

Rev. Perez L. Gushing has since been appointed to succeed Mr.

Pratt, but has not yet entered upon the duties of his office.

We take pleasure in alluding to the improvements made upon

the farm connected with the almshouse, by the present and

only Superintendent of the establishment.

The increase in the various productions of the farm, the

cheering prospect of abundant harvest the present season, the

fields, the orchards, all bespeak thrift, improvement and a high

state of cultivation.

The barn is well filled with hay and grain ; the stock of

cattle and horses is ample in number, good in kind and con-

dition. Swamps and quagmires have been drained and made

productive ; rocks and stones in immense quantities have been

removed, and now contribute alike to utility and ornament in

the massive walls which enclose large portions of the farm.

The vegetable crops, though not yet garnered, are generally

looking well and give promise of a plentiful harvest.

Neatness, order, good taste and judgment are everywhere

apparent, as well in the appearance and management of the

farm, as in the halls, the hospitals and other apartments within

the walls of the various buildings belonging to and connected

with the establishment.

In closing this brief Report, we take pleasure in being able to

state an interesting and important fact, relating to this institu-

tion, viz. : that at no time since the commencement of its

operations, has this almshouse been in a more prosperous and

satisfactory condition, or better calculated to subserve the inter-

ests and accomplish the objects of the Commonwealth in its

original designs, than at the present time ; for which great

credit is due to the management and untiring effoits of the

Superintendent.

JAMES FORD,
J. H. MITCHELL,
CHARLES SHUTE,

Inspectors.

September 30, 1862.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse at Bridgewater

:

Gentlemen,—The financial and statistical condition of the

institution, for the year ending September 30, 1862, is herewith

presented.

SUMMARY OF INMATES.

Number in the house, October 1, 1861, . . . 764

admitted during the year, .... 1,443

in the house during the year, . . . 2,207

discharged and returned, .... 1,476

died, ........ 171

remaining October 1, 1862, .... 560

Men, 132 ; women, 202 ; boys, 120
;

girls, 106.

Average through the year, 708.

EXPENDITURES.

Amount expended from October 1, 1861, to Decem-

ber 31, inclusive, $9,728 10

RECEIPTS.

Cash for stock, &c, sold,

Cash from treasurer of Commonwealth,

$288 20

9,439 90

The above deducted ($9,439.90) from the amount of appro-

priation on hand, at the time of the last report, leaves a balance

of $956.61, not needed for the current expenses of the house

for the year 1861.

Agreeably to a Resolve of the legislature, this remaining sum
has been expended as follows :
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For laying and repairing floors,

Town of Stoughton, support of State paupers, .

Abington, support of State paupers, .

Nantucket, support of State paupers, .

North Bridgewater, support of State paupers,

J-Otai, . . . . .

Amount expended from January 1 to September

30, 1862, inclusive, .....
Receipts for same period

:

Cash for stock sold, and numerous other small

iLciiio, ........
Cash from treasurer of Commonwealth,

Whole amount expended for the institution from

October 1, 1861, to October 1, 1862,

Appropriated as follows

:

Salaries of inspectors,

Salaries of resident officers,

Consultation fees, ....
Sundry persons—incidental labor,

Mechanical labor, ....
Lining water tanks and plumbing,

Dry goods and bedding,

Lime, lumber, cement and bricks,

Tea, coffee, chocolate and shells,

.

Boots, shoes and leather,

Beef and farm stock, ....
Transportation of merchandise and inmates

Incidental expenses, ....
Fruit and vegetables,....
Small groceries,.....
Hops and malt, . ...
Salt, vinegar and pepper, .

Lights, ......
School books, stationery and newspapers,

Post-office expense, ....
Furniture,......
Medicines and supplies for hospital,

. $750 11

. 78 00

52 00

44 00

s, 32 50

. $956 61

$24,080 94

$600 05

23,480 89

$33,809 04

$561 03

5,833 75

100 00

255 61

49 56

113 07

3,307 41

97 78

625 24

801 78

736 15

488 11

73 07

63 72

170 59

44 95

97 75

156 25

62 20

29 78

47 43

467 78
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Hay and straw, .

Hats and caps, .

Brooms, brushes and baskets,

Painting and material,

Repairs of boilers, furnaces, stoves, <fec

Crockery, tin, glass and hardware,

Blacksmith and carriage work, .

New carriage, and repairs of others,

Tobacco, snuff and pipes,

Soap stock,

Powder and fuse,

Glass, nails and putty,

Farm implements and seeds

Fish, .

Fish, (pickled,)

Fresh meat,

Cheese,

Butter,

Soap,

.

Rice, .

Sugar,

Beans,

Grain,

Potatoes, .

'

Flour,

Crackers, .

Salt beef, .

Pork,

Hams,

Molasses, .

Milk, .

Sundry goods,

Eggs,

.

Fine feed, .

Furniture, .

Pasturage, .

Coal, .

Onions and other vegetables

Repairs of slate roof,

Total,

2

$807 00

113 99

55 75

65 45

88 98

109 75

135 84

120 00

83 53

108 40

7 12

18 74

62 66

125 73,

82 93

1,924 28

31 89

355 87

111 78

51 78

215 40

225 25

807 17

318 32

7,455 30

144 27

1,736 75

216 00

12 60

367 66

763 70

72 85

44 80

52 00

60 11

13 00

2,516 99

74 35

71 14

$33,809 04
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In addition to the above, there has been received from the

Commonwealth (as a gratuity) the following articles of cloth-

ing, viz.

:

Pairs of pants,

Jackets,

Overcoats,

Blankets,

Blankets, (rubber,)

Hats,

Bed sacks,

Iron bedsteads,

Tin plates,

, Tin cups,

280

300

125

250

9

183

60

3

248

125

Balance remaining of the appropriation for the year 1862,

$11,519.11.

Current expenses for the year 1861, .

« « " » 1862, .

Average number through the year 1861,
" " " " 1862,

$35,065 60

33,809 04

631

708

The amount of the inventory, taken by a disinterested and

sworn appraiser, for the year ending September 30, 1861, was

$26,738.45.

The inventory as appraised by the same person, for the year

1862, is $33,006.55.

In closing the present year, the undersigned finds nothing

new to communicate, or that would be of especial interest to

the Board, inasmuch as the details of the general management

are in your possession, from week to week, throughout the year,

by virtue of your official connection with the institution.

Still it may not be considered out of place for me to speak of

a few general facts, though they be a repetition of thoughts in

former years.

The management of the farm continues to be as successful

as is reasonable to expect, and as much has been done in the
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way of renovating the soil, and adding to the general appear-

ance of the establishment, as could well be with the help at

command. During the past year our labor from inmates

(upon which we ought to rely) has been very much less than

formerly, and consequently a large amount of hired labor is

required, if much is realized from the farm.

This, perhaps, might be considered a favorable view of the

case, and regarded as the cheaper way to carry on the farm,

were it not for the fact that we have admitted here labor capital

sufficient, but it is not available. At all seasons of the year,

many of the inmates, when admitted to the institution, are not

able to labor, but after a few weeks of rest and good nursing

are; and but for the system of discharging, which is such

that upon the application of friends or others, they usually

leave with contributing little else than expense, should not want

for laborers. Hence the complaint often made by our citizens,

that the institution does not produce as much as it should

towards its support ; they, of course, judging from the number

admitted and discharged, it is not unreasonable that they should

expect the farm to contribute more than it does towards reducing

the yearly money appropriation.

It would seem, as I have before remarked, that the class of

inmates who come here, in consequence of practicing wicked

and sinful habits, should be required, when able, (to a greater

extent than is the custom here,) to remunerate the Common-
wealth for the comfortable asylum so willingly and generously

provided for all the children of misfortune and sorrow.

To the class referred to, no injustice would be done, if more

systematic regulations were adopted, for many of them, in a

short time after they are discharged, apply for admission to

some other institution, or return here again, in a condition as

bad, or even worse, than at first. Consequently, there is good

reason to believe that a longer stay would be both beneficial to

the inmates, and, to some extent, useful to their benefactors.

In the winter, there is always a surplus of help, because few

desire to leave, and the proportion of healthy, able-bodied appli-

cants is much larger than at any other season ; but for farming

purposes they avail but little, because at this time not much
can be done with profit and advantage.
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These consumers of our autumn harvest, usually, on the

return spring, ask for and obtain their discharge, thus render-

ing but little service in return for their winter's support. To
us their labor would be as good as money, and we cannot see

any good reason why we should permit them to go " scot free."

Of the crops for this year no accurate statement can now be

made, as the harvest is not completed, except the hay and oats.

Of both of these, a much larger amount than ever before has

been gathered, filling the barn to its utmost capacity.

In this connection, I feel it a duty, as well as pleasure, to say

that an additional barn is absolutely needed, mainly for the

storage of hay, some of which (grown this year) is now in

stack, for the want of sufficient barn room.

The buildings, as a whole, are in fair condition ; the neces-

sary repairs, it is believed, have been made, as usual, and in

some of the wards in the house new floors have been laid.

The covering of the roof—a mere apology for slate—has been

thoroughly overhauled, and is thought to be in as good order

as it can be, without a new covering throughout.

The schools are managed with good success, the teachers

possessing qualifications that peculiarly fit them for their respon-

sible duties. Singing, as heretofore, continues an important

feature in the day school, as well as in the Sabbath services.

The children that remain in the institution a sufficient length

of time, generally become interested in their studies, and their

progress is as marked and noticeable as in the schools in our

neighborhood.

In fact, the advantages to be derived from schools in this

institution, are superior to those afforded in many of our dis-

trict schools. The hospital department, at the present time,

contains fewer patients than heretofore, and nothing appears to

be wanting to make them as comfortable as their individual

cases will admit.

For a detailed statement of the affairs of this department,

the report of the Physician is presented.

Religious services, as heretofore, are held on the Sabbath, in

the chapel, where all have an opportunity to engage in devo-

tional exercises. Our recently appointed Chaplain, Rev. P. L.

Cushing, has entered upon his duties with a great deal of inter-
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est, and may he have the happiness to see that his efforts are

crowned with that success which belong to the truly Christian

pastor.

In conclusion, may I suggest the thought, whether it would

not be well to equalize, both the annual appropriations and the

number of inmates at the three State pauper establishments ?

Respectfully submitted,

L. L. GOODSPEED.

Bwdgewater, September 30, 1862,

.
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Names of Officers and their Salaries.

James Ford, J. H. Mitchell, and Charles Shute, .

Salary of each, $160.

L. L. Goodspeed and wife, Superintendent and Matron,

M. Robinson, Physician,

S. A. Orr, Consulting Physician,

P. L. Cushing, Chaplain,

W. C. Howland, Assistant, .

F. P. Jones, Assistant, .

T. J. Smith, Assistant, .

J. H. Hamblin and wife, Assistants,

E. G. Wood, Assistant, .

Margaret Youdell, Assistant Matron

Mary B. Hanley, Assistant Matron,

Mrs. Vincent, Assistant Matron, .

S. S. Marston, Teacher,

H. A. Jenkins, Teacher,

Inspectors.

11,500 00

350 00

100 00

200 00

500 00

400 00

400 00

400 00

360 00

225 00

225 00

208 00

240 00

200 00

Inventory.

Horses, .......
Cattle,........
Swine,........
Fowls,

Carriages and agricultural implements, .

Machinery and mechanical fixtures,

Beds and bedding in the inmates' department,

Other fixtures,

Personal property of the State in the Superinten

dent's department,

Ready made clothing, .

Dry goods, ....
Provisions and groceries,

Drugs and medicines, .

Fuel, .....
Library, ....
Products of farm on hand,

$400 00

1,467 00

1,102 50

78 80

1,809 32

2,723 39

9,731 54

1,584 51

2,580 23

3,044 46

439 49

1,648 65

355 24

2,875 10

465 97

2,700 25
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Board of Inspectors of the State Almshouse at

Bridgewater :

Gentlemen,— The Ninth Annual Report of the Medical

Department of this institution is herewith respectfully sub-

mitted.

Summary.

Number of males admitted to hospital,.... 410

females admitted to hospital, . . . 348

Number discharged, ...... 508

remaining in hospital, .... 79

Whole number receiving medical aid during the year, 980.

Whole number of deaths the past year

:

Males,

Females, ...... 90

81

xotai, ..... 171

Number of births

:

Males, .......
Females, .

Stillborn, (sex not recorded,)

20

26

4

Total, 50

Some of the principal diseased treated have been as follows

:
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Brain, disease of, 10 Influenza, . 1

Bronchitis,

.

4 Injuries, old, 2

Catarrh, . 10 Laryngitis, 2

Consumption, . 63 Mammary Abscess, 1

Convulsions, . 6 Marasmus, . 20

Delirium Tremens, 9 Measles, 112

Diarrhoea, . , 12 Neuralgia, . 1

Dysentery, . . 10 Pneumonia, 12

Dropsy, 6 Rheumatism, . 26

Epilepsy, . 4 Opthalmia, 25

Erysipelas,

.

4 Scabies, 8

Enteritis, . . 4 Syphilis, 66

Fever, Typhoid, . 6 Syphilis, (Cong.,) 12

Ffever, Scarlet, . 4 Ulcers, 24

Gonorrhoea, 20 Whooping Cough, 12

Heart, disease of, 3 Scrofula, . 14

Number of surgical operations performed, 8.

The diseases terminating fatally, and the number of each,

have been as follows

:

Apoplexy, .

Brain, disease of,

Bronchitis, .

Cancer,

Consumption,

Convulsions,

Croup,

Debility, senile, .

Debility, infantile,

Diarrhoea, chronic,

Dropsy,

Epilepsy, .

Exhaustion,

Delirium Tremens,

Fever, puerperal,

5

5

2

3

43

4

1

4

6

1

3

1

2

2

2

Fever, scarlet, . 2

Gangrene of tongue, 1

Gangrene of mouth, . 2

Heart, disease of, . 2

Hemorrhage, . 1

Inanition, . . 8

Marasmus, . 17

Measles, 22

Old Age, . 6

Pericarditis, 4

Pneumonia, 6

Scrofula, . . 8

Syphilis, . 2

Syphilis, (Cong., ) •
4

The approximate ages of those who have died during the

year, are as follows :

Eighty years and upwards,

Between seventy and eighty,

sixty and seventy,

fifty and sixty,

forty and fifty,

thirty and forty, .

4

3

12

15

8

21
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Between twenty and thirty,

ten and twenty, .

five and ten,

one and five,

six months and one year,

Under six months,

17

17

4

3

42

17

25

ittle to add, materi-In presenting the above report, I have

ally differing from previous reports.

There has been no change in the class of patients admitted

here ; and their general character and condition are too well

known to you to need further comment.

We were visited by a slight epidemic of measles during the

months of February, March and April. The first case made

its appearance in one of the wards of the hospital, on the

twenty-second day of February, the last case on the twenty-

third day of April. The mortality was but slight, when com-

pared with the statistical average of other epidemics. The

sanitary condition of the institution has, in every other respect,

been as good as could be expected. Not a single case of death

having occurred when the patient was in a healthy condition

on admittance. Opthalmia has been almost unknown. Here

and there an occasional case has occurred, but of a very slight

nature, yielding readily to medical treatment.

The general health of the inmates compares very favorably

with former years, and it is believed that every necessary pro-

vision is made for the proper care and treatment of the sick.

Respectfully submitted.

MORRILL ROBINSON, Physician.

Bridgewater, September 30, 1862.
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CHAPLAIN'S REPORT.

To the Inspectors of the Slate Almshouse at Bridg-eivater, Mas-
sachusetts :—

Gentlemen,—My appointment to the Chaplaincy of the State

Almshouse has been so recent, that my practical knowledge of

the duties of the office is necessarily slight, and my acquaint-

ance with the inmates still more so. More than six years ser-

vice in a similar position, in the Reform School at Westboro',

however, probably prepares me to understand and appreciate

the difficulties of the work better than a novice.

In passing through the various wards of the infirm and sick,

it is a sad thought, indeed, that so many, who have known so

little how to appreciate life in its relation to death and eternity,

must so soon relinquish that which has afforded them so small

an amount of the enjoyment they have sought ; but, that they

are in the hands of Him who yearns over the stricken and the

erring, and looks upon them most tenderly when human aid is

powerless, is a consoling reflection. These, of course, are

unable to attend the chapel service on the Sabbath. A large

number, however, of the comparatively well and robust, is

always to be found there, giving a respectful attention and

evincing an interest in the exercises of the hour.

With the appearance of the children, of both sexes, I have

been particularly pleased, and, as they constitute the most

hopeful portion of the establishment, so far as results are con-

cerned, it is in this direction, doubtless, that the main effort is

to be made.

With many thanks for your kind consideration towards me,

I am, very respectfully, yours,

P. LINCOLN CUSHING, Chaplain.

September 30, 1862.


