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Massachusetts School foe Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, )

Boston, December 8, 1870. j

Hon. Oliver Warner, Secretary of State.

Sir :—I have the honor to submit the Report of the Massa-

chusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, to the

Corporation and the Legislature, for the year ending September

30, 1870.

Respectfully,

SAM'L G. HOWE.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, )

Boston, November 10, 1870. J

To the Corporation.

Gentlemen:—The undersigned Trustees respectfully sub-

mit the following Report for the year closing September 30,

1870 :—
Whoever seeks knowledge of the nature, objects or condition

of the institution, naturally looks for it in its annual reports.

He cannot find it elsewhere. To meet this inquiry each report

must be, to some extent, a repetition of former ones.

The general nature, intention and object of the institution

may be stated as follows :

Our State adopts the policy of providing means of instruc-

tion for all who need it, and means of protection for all the

poor who lack the faculty of guiding and supporting themselves.

Under this policy, idiotic children have a double claim—to

instruction and to protection.

First, to instruction. Whatever may be the nature of the

germ of the soul, the idiot possesses at least that germ ; but

upon others, not upon himself, lies the responsibility for the

degree of development it may receive in this stage of being.

Idiots possess the rudiments of all human attributes, espec-

ially the high attribute of educability. They are affected by

culture even more than ordinary children and youth, because
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the less the force of individual character, the greater its plas-

ticity, and the more it is affected by extraneous influence.

A high and vigorous individuality possesses innate power of

development, and fashions other things to itself; a common one

has less force of development ; it is more subject to outward in-

fluences, and the resultant character is the effect of education.

But the weak and the idiotic lack the innate power of develop-

ment; they have little or no individuality; they would merely

grow as animals grow, were it not for outer influences, and

these ought to be specially directed. In other words, ordinary

children, even if neglected, will tumble up somehow into man-

hood, and probably into tolerable character, but the idiot,

lacking the vital force of development, if neglected, remains in

the mere animal condition.

Considering their low starting point, however, idiotic children

can be made to progress nearly as far as ordinary children ; but

no reliance must be placed upon their innate power of develop-

ment and improvement. Everything must be done for them.

The born idiot remains an idiot. Nobody expects to get him

out of the class. But the trained and cultivated idiot differs

from the one left uncultivated, as the gentleman differs from

the boor. His lack of capacity for progressive self-development

constitutes his claim, and our obligation. His need of all the

culture he can get is sorer than that of any of the children of

sorrow.

Such considerations demand at our hands for the idiot the

privileges and advantages of instruction, which we so readily

give to all children, whose need is great, indeed, but not so

great as his.

Second. His right and his claim to protection and support at

the hands of society.

In respect to their claims upon society, idiots may not im-

properly be classed among the chronic insane. They cannot,

indeed, be called demented, for that implies that they once had

sound mind ; they are not deranged, for that would imply that

they were once well ordered, mentally. But they are imperfect,

unsound, unsane. Most of them are so from birth
;
probably

from conception. A few lack the amount of mental light neces-

sary for self-guidance as responsible human beings, apparently

because the brain and nervous system are absolutely too small to
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generate it. These are the microcephales, small-headed idiots.

But the greater number lack the necessary light because the

brain, by reason of original malformation, or abnormal develop-

ment, or morbid condition of some of its component parts

or of its adjuncts, cannot function harmoniously, that is, its

various manifestations cannot be coordinated. Without such

power of coordination the brain cannot be made to discourse

reason, any more than a badly constructed organ can be made

to discourse sweet music. In others there is a morbid activity

in some part of the brain or its adjuncts, either organic or

functional, which constitutes real insanity. All such children

should be regarded as we regard the insane. They are the

rising generation of this class ; and of course are the most im-

pressible ; the most susceptible of change and improvement.

When they become of age, they become in some sense the

wards of the State ; because, as a general rule, the rights and

interests of an adult person, incapable of self-guidance, should

not be committed to the hands of individuals, even of his kith

and kin ; especially if he is heir to property. The State should

educate those who are destined to be its wards, and protect

them after they have become so.

Such are the general a priori considerations which led to the

creation of this institution ; and the results of twenty-one years'

experience prove that they were sound, and, [as has been before

said,] that the establishment is grounded on sound sociological

principles ; that it is doing a work of real beneficence ; and

that it is as free from objections and drawbacks as any estab-

lishment carried on by cooperative benevolence can be.

Most of the objections brought by sound political economists

and wise sociologists against legalized public charities, whether

supported by taxation or organized and maintained by societies

which deputize the work of administration to paid officials,

either fail entirely against this institution, or are deprived of

most of their force.

It does not, like too many public charities, tend to dry up
the sources of private charity, but increases them by bringing

under closer observation and personal attention, and presenting

in an agreeable aspect so many who, if left unaided, are apt

to become objects of aversion and disgust to all but blood

relations.
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It does not lessen the feeling of obligation on the part of

relatives, friends and neighbors, towards the unfortunate object

of its care, but rather increases that feeling by showing that

the task of raising and improving the least of the little ones is

not beyond the strength of the arm of charity.

It does not in any way act as a premium on the increase of

the numbers of the objects of its care, for, though its buildings

were palaces, and its inmates were gorgeously clad and luxu-

riously fed, no parent would the less dread having an idiotic

child, or guard less against the causes which reduce children

to idiocy.

It does not deserve the common objection against congre-

gating and associating together defectives of certain classes, that

such association intensifies in them the evil growing out of their

defect, or that it segregates them from the community, and

creates a spirit of caste.

There is little danger of any being thrust in who can be

harmed by association with the inmates.

It would have been hard even for the philosophic Chalmers,

whose keen insight showed the unsound and vicious principles

of the poor-law system of England, and who pointed out the

practical evils which so diminish the amount of good done by

public charities—it would have been hard even for him, had a

school for idiots been thought of in his day, to have brought

any valid objections against it.

On the other hand, while the institution is free from so many
of the disadvantages and drawbacks which lessen the efficiency

and the practical beneficence of many kindred establishments,

it combines within itself the advantages of all of them.

Its existence implies faith in God, trust in humanity, and

obedience to Jesus Christ. Faith that God endowed all his crea-

tures with the capacity for improvement and upward growth

;

trust in human power to develop and favor that growth ; obe-

dience to Christ, who forbade hiding even a poor, single talent

in a napkin, and commanded us to do for the least favored ones

of our kind what we would do even unto him.

The annual grant from the State treasury enables the Trus-

tees to open the doors of the institution to all idiotic children

belonging in Massachusetts whose parents are indigent. A
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small charge is made to those who have property. Very few of

the applicants however feel that they can afford to pay anything.

It seems probable that idiots are more numerous among

the children of the rich and of the poor than of the mid-

dling class, who suffer neither the enervation of riches nor

the pinching of poverty. Many such children appear like

abortions of nature, caused by inactive and luxurious, or of

over-active and poorly-nourished lives of parents. Be this as

it may, the pupils of our school come mainly from the actually

poor. Many are of families that have b§en deteriorating physi-

cally ; and are nearly run out. The stock has become vitiated

by various causes ; among which, intemperance, and physical

excesses, are prominent.

The offspring are scrofulous and feeble ; and grow more so in

each successive generation. Their feebleness keeps them back-

ward in the race of life. In spite of their struggles they tend

toward poverty and want ; and can barely keep out of the

dependent class. When to such a family is born a child who,

instead of a help, is to be a perpetual burden ; instead of a

blessing, is a calamity, the consequences are apt to be utter dis-

couragement and final dependence. To such families the aid

of the State comes timely ; and comes in a form which is not

humiliating, but, on the contrary, is grateful and encouraging.

A child beloved by them, but loathed, or at least pitied by their

neighbors ; avoided by other children ; shut out from the com-

mon school ; kept away from church and Sabbath school

;

hidden from visitors ; a constant care and sorrow to the mother ;

a source of anxious forethought to the father,—such a child is

taken up by the strong arms of the State, and nourished, and

trained and taught, so that its single, little talent may be devel-

oped to the utmost.

In some cases the conduct of such parents is interesting and

touching. They try to put a brave face upon the matter. The

mother shrinks from admitting that her darling is idiotic. She

thinks it is only peculiar. It cannot talk to other people, but she

can understand it. It seems foolish to other people, but she

knows it is bright. It cannot walk, nor use its limbs freely ; but

that is only a bodily weakness ; and has nothing to do with the

brain, or mind, <fcc. Finally, whatever may be the case now,

she insists that the poor child was bright at birth ; and if it is

2
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short-coming or foolish, it must be the result of some accident

or impediment ; and that a little special schooling and care will

bring it out all right by and by. The father does not want to

be considered as accepting State's aid ; he will pay the board,

or part of it ; and he means to do so. Perhaps he does pay for

a time ; but soon he finds that his family expenses absorb all

his earnings ; and the charges against him are generally carried

to the account which has but one side in our ledger—the

account of profit and loss.

The only pupils wh^pay the full charge of 1300 are from

without the State.

Wealthy persons procure special attendants and instruction

for their children ; or send them to the large, flourishing and

excellent school at Barre ; or to some establishment beyond the

borders of the State.*

Our pupils, whether State beneficiaries or private pupils, are

treated alike. They are well and comfortably clad, housed and

lodged. They have abundance of nourishing food, and are

kept scrupulously clean. They are taught daily in school and

in the workshop. They are subject to gentle and kind disci-

pline, and never made to suffer any corporal pain for any offence

whatever ; it being well understood that an attendant will be

instantly dismissed who even pulls an ear, or inflicts any pain-

ful discipline.

The pupils pass from five to seven years in this way'; and, by

force of custom, become docile, industrious, and regular in their

habits. They govern their appetites ; strive to obtain approba-

tion ; and learn to reciprocate kind feeling expressed toward

them. Kept scrupulously clean by frequent bathing, they

learn to prefer cleanliness to filth. Tidily dressed and neatly

served at table, they acquire habits of propriety and good

demeanor. The girls are exercised daily in such housework

or handiwork as they can manage. The boys work daily in

the shop, and some of them do very well at simple trades, like

broom-making.

* A new private school, intended for only a few pupils, has been lately opened at Fay-

ville, Mass., by Miss Dana and Mrs. Knight, two ladies formerly teachers in this institu-

tion. They have a pleasant little Home in a charming neighborhood, which merits the

attention of any persons who desire to place children of this class.
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The effect of five or seven years, of the most impressionable

period of life, passed under such influences cannot fail to be

good.

There is a marked improvement in all cases, except there be

active disease ; and the improvement is of a kind which will

probably be seen in their whole lives. It is still so seen in

many who left us years ago.

Such is a general description of the establishment.

The number of inmates reported last year was eighty-seven
;

twenty-six have entered ; thirty have been discharged ; so that

the present number is eighty-three.

The quarterly reports of the Superintendent have given the

details of the condition of the establishment. They will be

summed up in a special report. The report of the Treasurer

sets forth the favorable condition of the finances. The surplus,

however, will be used as soon as it is large enough to pay for

some much-needed improvements.

The several inventories required by law are herewith sub-

mitted.

Respectfully,

LEWIS ALLEN.
JOSIAH BARTLETT.
FRANCIS W. BIRD.,

JAMES B. CONGDON.
HENRY G. DENNY.
JOHN FLINT.

SAM'L G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVI3.
EDWIN MORTON.
ROBT. B. STORER.
EMORY WASHBURN.



12 SCHOOL FOR IDIOTS. [Oct.

B
H
p
O

ft

H
ft

H
W
H
H

O
H
O

O

-
o
o
K
Q
GQ

CO
CO

3

g
O
cj

e

M
o

A
H

O 00 O O O O O 00 COo »o oo^o ioo lO

O i-l OH00O 1> CO 1—

t

O OHOO Hffl UO
»o O CO CD 00^
©& o of CO

CM CM

• © •* . • • t^^ • •
02 O© cS .?

• *

g^fli. ..2

©
^3

CO <d

•—
i ©

yment

ip

and
z. a o o • o
V © © 03 t

fi*iS8«r§
•h „ © © © .S3 fl

c3 H
p C a © © r3&§© -S

>» >»
PQ m

fc

. i o
A e

- CO
CO
CO. -wW ©

*• +3

H ©o CO

*o O t^ O i-t rH OJ O O O CO CO
Oi O t* O «0 GO rt< t* O iO lO o
lO b« t» O C5O00 00ON 1-t CO
!>• !>• O CM CO ON CM O i-H kO OS
rH r-^ lO^ r-l lr_, CO 00^ c»
§© ci o" rjT co" CM

T-H CM ©§

•

Q
J ^ I ^

•

•
i—i CO ti_ >-^ OQ ^

•

is

received

ter,

$2
;
Mi

cents,

.

y,

balance

c

ry

at

sundr

penses,

.

cation

from

•

•

inks

Legac

Fund," May

Gift,' •

. •

•*j*

o

gifts

for

children's

Christma

cember

from

Miss

Worces

$5,

and

Mr.

Conding,

50

payment

from

State

treasur

ing

appropriation,

payments

from

State

treasu

quarterly,

for

current

ex]

payments

for

board

and

edu

parties

during

the

year,

interest

received,

.

sales

of

sundries,

.

income

of

"

Stephen

Fairbi

income

of

"

Henry

Harris

income

of

"

Miss

Josephine

•

©
c3

0)

a

a
o

o

-a
o

©
©

^3

©
©
a
eO

o
u
o

Pi
O

„ „
. i-4 . | o . i-H

a © CO
CD *• . *s f .

H © 2 a &*" c8 © H ©
o 1-5 CC o

3

<J3

Q
W
P^



1870.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 28. 13

Boston, October 22, 1870.

I have examined the aforegoing account, and find the same correctly cast

and properly vouched.

The Treasurer has also exhibited to me the following evidences of prop-

erty, viz. :

—

Stephen Fairbanks Fund.

United States 10-40 Bond, $500 00

Bank Book, Five Cent Savings Bank, . . . 130 14
$630 14

Henry Harris Fund.

State of Massachusetts 6 per cent. Currency Bonds, . $2,000 00

City of Boston 6 per cent. Currency Bonds, . . 3,000 00

Bank Book, Five Cent SaVings Bank, ... 53 34

" " Provident Institution for Savings, . . 600 00
$5,653 34

Josephine May Fund.

Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad 7 per cent.

Bond, $500 00

Bank Book, Five Cent Savings Bank, ... 35 53
$535 53

EOBT. B. STORER, Auditor.
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Frederick W. G. May, Trustee of " Henry Harris Fund," in account.

1869.

Oct. 1 Trustee charged himself with the then value of this fund, $5,353 34

187©.

Sept. 30 And now charges himself with

Coupons paid on $2,000 Massachusetts

Currency Bonds, 6 per cent., . . $120 00

Coupons paid on $3,000i
City of Boston

Bonds, 6 per cent., .... 180 00
300 00

Which sums have been paid into Provident Institution

for Savings, &c.

$5,653 34

(E. E.) Fred. W. G. May, Trustee.

Frederick W. G. IsIky, Trustee of "Miss Josephine May Gift," in account.

1869.

Oct. 1. Trustee charged himself with the then value of this gift, $518 03

1819.

July 7. And now with July coupon on $500 Bond paid, . . 17 50

Which sum has been deposited in Five Cent Savings

Bank.

Value of " Miss Josephine May Gift" on October 1, 1870, . $535 53

(E. E.) Fred. W. G. May, Trustee.

Frederick W. G. May, Trustee of " Stephen Fairbanks Legacy," in

account.

1869.

Oct. 5. Trustee charged himself with the then value of this

legacy, $601 74

187©.

Sept. 30. And now charges himself with 1870 Coupons $25.00,

paid in gold, and premium $3.40, . . . . 28 40

Which sum has been deposited in Five Cent Savings

Bank.
$630 14

(E. E.) Fred. W. G. May, Trustee.

Boston, Oct. 22, 1870. I have examined the aforegoing accounts, and find the same

correctly cast and properly vouched.

ROBT. B. STORER, Auditor.
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General Analysis of Expenditures for the year ending

September 30, 1870, as per Steward's Account.

Meat, ....
Fish, ....
Butter, ....
Rice, sago, &c.,

Bread, flour, meal, &c., .

Potatoes and other vegetables,

Fruit, ....
Milk
Sugar, ....
Tea and coffee,

Sundry groceries, .

Sundry articles of consumption

Gas and oil,

Coal and wood,
Washing,
Furniture and bedding, .

Clothing and mending,
Superintendence and instruction,

Domestic service,

Outside aid,

Expenses of boys' shop, .

Expenses of stable, .

Books and stationery,

Medicine and medical aid,

Rent of land, .

Insurance,

Musical instruments,

Travelling and other expenses of S
Sundries, ....
Ordinary construction and repairs,

Extraordinary construction and repairs,

Proportion of expense for extension of gas

Piano, ......
Cow and poultry, ....
Plants, &c,
Bills to be refunded,

perintendent,

pipes,

$1,453
292
571
147

1,405

291

72
483
374
141
267
208
43

1,921

332
942
29

1,654

2,489

137
94

708
154
29
20

500
5

500
213

3,558

22

71
93
16

54
89

11

56
33

77
66
02
32

91

21
42
05
70
15
13

97
94
85
10
00
00
00
00
78
70

$19,045 13

1,816 21

$20,861 34

m
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Account of /Stock, October 1, 1870.

Land and buildings between Eighth and Ninth, and M and N
Streets, South Boston, .......

Household furniture,

School furniture and apparatus

Library,

Pianos,

Furniture of laundry,

Provisions,

Boys' shop,

Stable and cellar furniture, carriage, &o., ....
Caloric engine, .

Coal, forty tons,

One-half of boat,

$70,000 00

3,630 10

300 ,82

125 00

630 00

48 75

199 61

210 10

395 57

45 00

280 00

30 00

$75,894 95
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TERMS OF ADMISSION, Ac.

The best age for admission is between six and twelve years.

The institution is not intended for epileptic or furiously insane children,

nor for those who are incurably hydrocephalic or paralytic. None such will

be retained, to the exclusion of more improvable subjects.

Children will be received upon trial for one month, at the end of which

time a report upon the case will be made to the parents.

Children must come well provided with plain, strong clothing, and stout

shoes for walking in any weather. They must be renewed as often as is

necessary, at the expense of the applicants. Those who tear and destroy

their clothing must be provided with garments made expressly for them, and

of such form and texture as not to be easily torn.

Sufficient surety will be required for the clothing of the pupils, for their

• board and care in vacation, and for their removal whenever they may be dis-

charged.

The children of indigent parents in Massachusetts can secure gratuitous

admission by application to the Governor.* For others a small charge will

be made proportionate to the means of the parents, and the trouble and cost

of treating them.

Persons applying for the admission of children as beneficiaries of Massa-

chusetts must fill out certain blanks, the form of which is as follows

:

Form of Application for Beneficiaries in Massachusetts.

18 .

To His Excellency, the Governor :—
Sir,—The undersigned, citizen of Massachusetts, and inhabitant of the

town of , respectfully represents that his son [or daughter],!

named , and aged years, is so deficient in intellect that

he cannot be taught in the common schools, as other youth are ; and he there-

fore requests that your Excellency would recommend him for admission as a

pupil to the Massachusetts School for teaching and training Idiotic and

Feeble-Minded Persons, as a State beneficiary.

Respectfully yours, .

The application should be accompanied by two certificates, in the following

form :

—

* The same applies to the other New England States.

t If a town pauper, the overseers of the poor may apply as for their ward.

3
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I.

18 .

I, . , one of the selectmen of the town of , hereby

certify, that, in my opinion, is not wealthy, and could not well

afford to pay $300 per year for the instruction of at the School

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons.

(Signed,) .

n.

18 .

I, , citizen of Massachusetts, physician, and practitioner in

the town of , hereby certify, that I have examined

and find that he is not insane, but is so deficient in mental ability that he

cannot be taught in the common schools, as others of his age are.

His bodily health is , and he has no cutaneous or contagious

disorder.

(Signed,) .

N. B. The physician is earnestly requested to state, in writing, his opinion

of the cause of the person's mental deficiency ; to state whether he is or has

been epileptic ; also, to mention any organic or functional peculiarity that he

may have observed. It may be greatly for the advantage of the person, that

the physician should send in writing a full and minute account of the case,

with his own thoughts and suggestions in regard to it.

If the applicant is admitted as a beneficiary, he must be provided with a

paper signed by two responsible persons, in form of a guaranty for removal,

as follows :
—

We, the undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, and householders in the

town of , respectfully pledge ourselves, that, should

be received into the Massachusetts School for teaching and training Idiotic

and Feeble-Minded Youth, he shall be kept properly supplied with decent

clothing, that he shall be removed during vacations, (if his removal be

required,) and that, whenever he shall be discharged, he shall be removed at

once, and the institution relieved from all responsibility for his support.

(Signed,) ..

For private pupils the following bond is required to be signed by two

responsible persons, one of whom shall be known to the trustees :
—

In consideration of being admitted a pupil into the

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, at our request,

we, the undersigned, jointly and severally promise the said School to pay the

Superintendent thereof, at said School, quarterly in advance, on the first days

of January, April, July and October, the rate of board and tuition which may
from time to time be determined by the Trustees of said School for said pupil,
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to provide or pay for all requisite clothing and other things necessary or

proper for the health and comfort of said pupil, to pay for all proper expenses

incurred for the return of said pupil to the School in case of elopement, to

pay for support of said pupil in vacation, to remove said pupil when discharged,

to re-imburse funeral expenses in case of death, and if removed against the

advice and consent of the Superintendent before the expiration of three

calendar months, to pay board for thirteen weeks.

For further particulars, address Dr. S. G. Howe, 20 Bromfield Street,

Boston.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED

By the Parents or Friends of Applicants for Admission to the School.

1. What is the applicant's name and age?

2. Where was he [or she] born ?

3. Was the birth at the full period of gestation ?

4. Were there any extraordinary circumstances attendant upon the de-

livery ? If so, describe them.

5. What has been the general health and the bodily condition of the ap-

plicant ?

6. At what period was it first observed that there was any thing peculiar

about the applicant ?

7. Has there been observed, at any time since birth, any thing peculiar in

the shape or condition of the head ?

8. Does the head now differ in shape or condition from the head of an

ordinary person of the same age ?

9. What is now the general health of the applicant ?

10. Is he [or she] now subject, or has he [or she] ever been subject, to

epilepsy, or fits of any kind ?

11. Describe the fits, if any.

12. What is now the applicant's weight?

13. What is now the applicant's height ?

±4. Is there any infirmity of body, or any striking peculiarity ?

15. How is the appetite for food and drink ?

16. Is the applicant active and vigorous ? Does he [or she] run about and

notice things, or the contrary ?

17. What is the state of the sense of sight ? Is the eye bright or dull ?

18. What is the state of the sense of hearing ? Is it quick or sluggish ?

19. Does the applicant show any sensibility to musical sounds ?

20. What is the state of the sense of smell ?

21. What is the state of the sense of taste ? Is he [or she] particular

about what he [or she] eats ? or will he [or she] swallow things, without re-

gard to taste ?
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22. Is lie [or she] gluttonous ?

23. What are the habits with regard to personal cleanliness ?

24. Can he [or she] talk?—that is, make a regular sentence, containing

nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, &c. ?

25. Does he [or she] use understandingly such words as or and if?

26. Please give several specimens of the mode of talking, and be careful

to put down the words exactly as he [or she] uses them.

27. Can he [or she] dress and undress without help ?

28. Can he [or she] feed without help ?

29. Does he [or she] use a spoon, or knife and fork ?

30. Can he [or she] tie his [or her] shoe-strings in a regular knot ?

31. Can he [or she] do any work ? and what kind ?

32. What are his [or her] personal habits ?

33. Does he [or she] hide, break, or destroy things ?

34. Does he [or she] get up in the night, and wander about ?

35. Is he [or she] obedient ?

36. Does he [or she] come when called ?

37. Does he [or she] go astray ?

38. Is he [or she] passionate ?

39. Is he [or she] given to self-abuse, or masturbation ?

40. Has there been such watchfulness, that you can be sure the applicant

is free from all habits of self-pollution ?

41. Please state any facts that may show the peculiar character of the ap-

plicant.

42. Of what country was the father of the applicant a native ?

43. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father ? Was
he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary ?

44. Was the father of the applicant scrofulous, or was he subject to fits ?

45. Were all his senses perfect ?

46. Was he always a temperate man ?

47. About how old was he when the applicant was born ?

48. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of the

applicant?—that is, were any of the grand-parents, parents, uncles, aunts,

brothers, sisters, or cousins, blind, deaf, or insane, or afflicted with any in-

firmity of body or mind ?

49. If dead, at what age did the father die, and of what disorder ?

50. Where was the mother of the applicant born ?

51. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the applicant ?

—strong and healthy, or the contrary ?

52. Was she scrofulous, or ever subject to fits ?

53. Were all her senses perfect ?

54. Was she always a temperate woman ?

55. About how old was she when the applicant was born ?

56. How many children had she before the applicant was born ?

57. Was there any thing peculiar in the bodily or mental condition of the

other children ?

58. What was the state of the mother's health during the time she was

pregnant with the applicant ?
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59. Was she subject to any bodily injury or severe sickness, or to any ex-

traordinary mental emotion or fright, great sorrow, or the like ?

60. Was she related by blood to her husband ? If so, in what degree

—

first, second, or third cousins ?

61. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder ?

62. Was there any known peculiarity in her family ?—that is, were any of

her grand-parents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children, or cousins,

either blind or deaf or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity of body or mind ?

63. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate relatives of

the applicant ?

64. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and education

of the applicant ?

65. What are the names of the father and mother ?

66. What is their residence ?

67. What is the post-office address of the parents or other responsible

friends ?

1




