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Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, )

Boston, November 28, 1871. )

Dear Sir :—I have the honor to transmit to you, for the use

of the legislature, a copy of the Twenty-Fourth Annual Report

of the Trustees of this School to the Corporation thereof.

Respectfully,

SAM'L G. HOWE,
SupH pro tern.

Hon. Oliver Warner, Secretary of State.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,
J

Boston, October 5, 1871. J

To the Corporation.

Gentlemen :—The undersigned, your Trustees for the year

1870-71, respectfully submit their Report for the year closing

September 30. They also enclose the report of the Superin-

tendent, the report of the Treasurer, and the full inventories

of the real and personal estate belonging to the institution.

The report of the Superintendent gives in detail the statisti-

cal information concerning admission and discharge, remarks

upon the condition of the School during the year, and recom-

mendations of further improvements. The whole number

admitted since the beginning, in 1848, is 465 ; whole number of

discharges, 359 ; leaving present number, 106. The number

September 30, 1870, was 88 ; admitted during the year, 30

;

discharged, 7 ; present number, 106. The applications for

admission have increased steadily, and have so much exceeded

the capacity of the establishment, that it has been necessary to

adhere more and more strictly to the principle of receiving

those applicants who seem to possess the best chance for

permanent improvement.
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The rule that idiotic and imbecile children (who are not

suffering acute disease) may be improved by proper treatment,

admits of hardly an exception ; but the degree and the dura-

tion of improvement may vary greatly. While some are im-

proved for life, others speedily relapse. Take for instance

those whose mental deficiency is caused by or increased by

epilepsy.

At first, and during several years, imbecile children were

admitted, notwithstanding they were subject to epilepsy. It

was found in almost every case, even where the disease seemed

to proceed from malformation or organic disturbance, that its

progress was retarded under our diet and regimen ; its worst

symptoms—the paroxysms or fits—were less frequent, and life

was prolonged and made more comfortable. But this was all.

The fits would recur with increasing frequency and violence,

each one agitating and breaking down the system faster than it

could be strengthened and built up ; until death brought rest

from suffering. In view, therefore, of the increasing number

of applicants whose idiocy and feebleness of mind were not

complicated by disease, it was concluded not to receive epilep-

tics, unless the disease was manifestly functional.

It was the same with that class of unfortunates whose idiocy

is complicated with, and perhaps caused by, congenital insanity.

Many of such cases were formerly received. They improved in

manners ; they became more docile ; and they were in all respects

better than they could be in an ordinary family, to which they

were a heavy burden, growing heavier as they grew older.

Probably the benefit they received during a sojourn of some

years in our institution, made them less troublesome inmates of

an asylum for lunatics, in which most of them will probably end

their lives. But as they could not be cured, and could not be

properly cared for unless in a class by themselves, it became

necessary to decline receiving any more.

Thus are two considerable classes excluded. If we consider

that, besides them, there are in the State many hundred idiotic

persons too old or too young for our School ; that many are kept

at home by bodily weakness or infirmity too great to allow

their removal, many others by the false shame of parents, un-

willing to admit the defect of a beloved child, or by an excess
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of affection which cannot bear separation from it ; and if, above

all we consider that the majority of our pupils come from within

a radius of twenty-five miles from Boston, while the majority

of the population lies beyond it, and that still we have a con-

stant number of over 100 pupils, we shall see that the census,

which puts down the total number at 1,200, is far below the truth.

There are probably about 1,500 idiotic and imbecile persons in

the Commonwealth. That is, one out of about every ten hun-

dred of the whole population. If this fearful proportion exists

here, where the average standard of physical well-being is very

high, what must it be where that standard is lower ?

Almost all of these unfortunates, even the epileptic and

insane, can be greatly improved, and be made less wretched

and less burdensome by some special provision for their care

and training, during certain years of their unhappy lives.

Thus far, no such provision has been made for the poor and

the indigent, except by the State ; and that provision extends

no farther than to the limited number which can be received

in our establishment.

Certainly such considerations ought to encourage the heart

and strengthen the hand of the friends of this institution, and

make them resolute to perpetuate and extend its usefulness.

Many kindly disposed people wish well to our School, but con-

sider it rather a waste of time and money to expend so much of

both upon children who can be so little benefited by them. If

such persons would, by personal examination, learn how much
these children of misfortune are raised in the scale of humanity

by a few years of gentle and wise training, we should have

something more tangible than kind but barren good wishes ; we
should have at least cheering visits ; and the kind women who
devote themselves to the actual work, would have encouraging

proofs of sympathy.

But, although the circle of public sympathy is wide, and

theoretically embraces all classes of the unfortunate, it hardly

includes, practically, the most unfortunate of all ; to wit, the

idiots. The thought of them excites in most people a feeling

akin to disgust ; and the common practice is, to keep them out

of sight and out of mind. This is not from lack of charity,

but lack of knowledge of what is done for them in our School

;
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and of what can be done for them anywhere by the same meas-

ures and means, instead of abandoning them to sink into

brutishness, the butt and jest of the profane, and objects of

despairing pity to the good.

The Trustees would say, in the words of the Superintend-

ent :
" We wish that people would come and see what changes

can be effected, by a few years of patient care and systematic

training, upon the seemingly hopeless cases. How noisy,

indecent, filthy, greedy, passionate and unreasoning children

becomo quiet, decent, cleanly, well-behaved and compara-

tively intelligent and affectionate beings. The change and

improvement affects their whole natures. Their regular gym-

nastics in-doors, and their exercises in the open air ; their

marches to the sea-shore to the sound of the drum ; their sea

bathing ; their boating ; their racings, and chasings, and foot-

balling, in the playground, all serve to exhilarate the spirits,

and to improve the health and the carriage of those who can

partake of them. Then the frequent washings and the enforced

cleanliness, the required habits of good deportment, cultivate

some sense of self-respect, which is seen in their improved

manners.

The oft-repeated simple lessons certainly strengthen the mental

powers. To distinguish between green and blue, between a

square and a circle, to count four or five, to understand a hun-

dred or two of words, seem very small matters to us, but not

to these poor creatures, nor to their parents and their teachers.

We shout with ecstacy when our own baby first articulates

"Ma" and "Pa." And are not little idiots somebody's

babies, and wards of the Commonwealth ?

Then again, the uniform tenderness and gentleness with

which they are handled and treated, beget in them kindly affec-

tions in return. In short, the constant consideration that they

are unfortunate human beings, and ever to be treated as such,

tends to bring out human attributes in them, which otherwise

might have been forever suppressed by the activity of animal

appetites and passions.

Nor is the effect limited to strengthening the bodily and

mental powers, and improving their moral natures, for even

the religious sense is developed and cultivated ; and the
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eye of faith is op3ned to see God and heaven, only a little less

dimly than we do.

The daily morning prayer ; the blessings at meals ; the even-

ing supplication, are not made in vain. It is a grateful sight

to man and angels, to see these little ones kneel down at their

bedsides, and put up their prayerful hands to Uim of whom
they know nothing, but whom they feel to be higher and

mightier and better than men.

Moreover, these devotional habits do certainly sometimes

make deep impressions upon their childish natures, and give

them some comfort through life, and some hope in death. We
have striking instances of this. A gentle girl, Clara Plummer,

who lately sickened and died, showed, as she drew near her

end, such a sense of her situation, such religious yearnings and

aspirations, that the attending physician exclaimed, " Truly,

her angel wings are growing." A little boy who lately died

became, during his sickness, an object of great interest to the

Matron, teachers and attendants, who all became, by turns, his

tender nurses. The approach of death seemed to awaken his

spiritual life. Out of the decaying body appeared to rise the

growing soul. Unbidden, he said his prayer frequently. Put-

ting up his little hands, he muttered, " Me want to go up ! me
want to go up ! " Surely, he was thinking of some sort of

heaven, because he added distinctly, " They'll say here comes

one of the boys from the South Boston School for Fecble-

Mindcd."

His last words were,

—

" Now I lay me down to sleep,

I pray the Lord my soul to keep

;

And this I ask, for Jesus' sake. Amen."

And then departed the little idiot boy from sorrowing friends;

but doubtless there was joy in heaven, as the recording angel

wrote in the Book of Life, the name of George Tobey.

The report of the Treasurer shows the state of the finances.

By very strict economy, and by foregoing many things which

would have been desirable, a small fund has been accumulated,

by means of which improvements long needed will be secured.

Contracts have been made for an improved apparatus for

heating and ventilating ; also for a small workshop. These will
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expend the fund, and leave the institution, as the Trustees feel

safe in doing, dependent upon the liberality of the legislature

and the generosity of the public.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

LEWIS ALLEN.
JOSrAII BA11TLETT.
F. W. BIND.
J. B. COXGDON.
HENRY G. DENNY.
JOHN FLINT.
SAMX G. HOWE.
EDWARD JAHVIS.
EDWIN MORTON.
EMORY WASHBURN.
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Stephen Fairbanks's Legacy.

18TO.

Oct. 1. Trustee charged himself with the then value of legacy, $630 14

1ST1.

Sept. 30. And he now charges himself with,

—

Coupons paid, $25 in gold, and premium thereon, $3,01, 28 01

(Which sums have been deposited in Five Cents Sav-

ings Bank.)

Oct. 1. Present value of said legacy, $658 15

(E. E.) F. W. G. May, Trustee.

October 1, 1871.

Henry Harris Fund.

1870.

Oct. 1. Trustee charged himself with the then value of fund, . $5,653 34

1870.

Sept. 30. And now charges himself with,

—

Coupons for March, 1871, paid on $2,000

Mass. State Currency 6s, $60 00

Interest on said Bonds to June 1, when
they were redeemed, . . . . 30 00

Principal of said Bonds, .... 2,000 00

Coupons for Jan. and July, 1871, on $3,000

City of Boston 6 per cent. Currency, . 180 00

Coupons for July, 1871, on $2,000 City of

Salem 6 per cent. Currency, . . . 60 00

$2,330 00

And asks allowance for,

—

$2,000 City of Salem 6 per cent. Currency

Bonds, $2,000, and interest, $46.42, . 2,046 42

And for balance deposited as under,

—

~
In Provident Institution for Savings, in

town of Boston, $270 00

In Franklin Savings Bank of the City of

Boston, 13 53
283 53

Oct. 1. Present value of said fund, $5,936 92

(E. E ) F. W. G. May, Trustee.

October 1, 1871.
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Miss Josephine May's Gift.

18TO.

Oct. 1. Trustee charged himself with the then value of gift, . $535 53

1871.

Sept. 30. And now charges himself with,^—

Coupons for January and July, 1871, . . . 35 00

(Which sums have been deposited in Five Cents Sav-

ings Bank

)

Oct. 1. Present value of said gift, $570 53

(E. E.) F. W. G. May, Trustee.

October 1, 1871.
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General Analysis of Expenditures for the year ending September

80, 1871, as per /Steivard's Account.

Meat, 9,752 \ lbs, .

Fish, 2,32(>£ lbs, .

Butter, 1,257^ lbs., .

Rice, sajro, &e.,

Bread, flour, meal, &c., .

Potatoes and other vegetables,

Fruit,

fllilk, 4,959 quarts, .

Sugar, 3,885 lbs.,

Tea and coffee, 329J lbs.,

Sundry groceries, .

Sundry articles of consumption,
Gas and oil, ....
Coal and wood,
Washing, ....
Furniture and bedding, .

Clothing and mending, .

Superintendence and instruction,

Domestic service, .

OutsiJe aid, ....
Expenses of boys' shop, .

Expenses of stable, .

Books and stationery,

Medicines and medical aid,

Kent of land, ....
Insurance, ....
Travelling and other expenses of Superintendent,

Sundries, ....
Ordinary construction and repairs,

Water tax, ....
Surveying, ....
ice,......
Organ, .....
Plants, &c, ....
Gas fixtures, ....
Bills to be refunded,

»,441
177
589
81

1,270
318
160
368
505
141

239
76
282

2.235

422
1,918

27

1,891

2,849

157
26

1,004

164
20
20
150
625
195

3,473

75
15

110

89
83

82
79
58
84
61

68
83

59
31
26
20
76
73
44
07
P3

87
13

74
48
27
73
00
00
00
06
06
00
00
87

121,038 27

1,100 48

$22,13S 75
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MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION.

Lewis Allen, Peabody.

Dr. Nathan Allen, Lowell.

James M. Barnard, Boston.

Dr. Jossiah Bartlett, Concord.

Hon. George S. Boutwell, Groton.

J. Ingersoll Bowditch, Boston.

Charles R. Bradford, Roxbury.

Dr. Thomas M. Brewer, Boston.

Rev. Phillips Brooks, Boston.

Hon. Simon Brown, Concord.

Dr. Charles E. Buckingham, Boston.

Hon. Ephraim W. Bull, Concord.

Henry Callender, Dorchester.

Dr. George Chandler, Worcester.

William Chapin, Lawrence.

Dr. George C. S. Choate, New York.

Hon. Otis Clapp, Boston.

Dr. Henry G. Clark, Boston.

Prof. Francis J. Child, Cambridge.

Rev. James Freeman Clarke, West

Roxbury.

James II. Congdon, New Bedford.

Hon. Charles E. Cook, Boston.

Joseph Coolidge, Boston.

Uriel Crocker, Boston.

William Crocker, Taunton.

Dr. Benjamin Cushing, Dorchester.

Henry G. Denny, Dorchester.

George M. Dexter, Boston.

Samuel Downer, Dorchester.

Samuel Eliot, Boston.

George B. Emerson, Boston.

William Endicott, Jr., Boston.

Dr. Caleb Clesson Field, Leominster.

Dr. John Flint, Boston.

Maurice Goddard, Brookline.

Dr. William A. Gordon, New Bedford.

Dr. John W. Graves, Chelsea.

Dr. Samuel A. Greene, Boston.

Rev. Edward E. Hale, Boston.

Daniel N. Haskell, Boston.

Rev. David Green Haskins, Cam-

bridge.

Hon. George S. Hillard, Boston.

Hon. E. Rockwood Hoar, Concord.

Sidney Homer, Boston.

Dr. Robert W. Hooper, Boston.

Dr. Samuel G. Howe, Boston.

Hon. William J. Hubbard, Boston.

Dr. Edward Jarvis, Dorchester.

Edward H. Kinsley, Boston.

Hon. Amos A. Lawrence, Boston.

Wm. Raymond Lee, Roxbury.

Richard J. Greenleaf, Peabody.

James Lodge, Boston.

Dr. George B. Loring, Salem.

Josiah Loring, Boston.

Rev. Samuel K. Lothrop, Boston.

Hon. John Lowell, Boston.

Theophilus R. Marvin, Boston.

Frederick W. G. May, Dorchester.

Hon. William Minot, Boston.
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Rev. William O. Mosely, Boston.

William Nye, New Bedford.

Dr. George Osborne, Peabody.

Rev. Andrew P. Peabody, Cambridge.

Hon. Jonathan Preston, Boston,

lion. Sampson Reed, Boston.

Dr. Joseph Reynolds, Concord

Franklin B. Sanborn, Springfield.

Hon. Henry A. Scudder, Boston.

Dr. George C. Shattuck, Boston.

Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Boston.

Dr. Benjamin P. Sisson, Westport.

Charles Stoddard, Boston.

William B. Storer, Boston.

Charles S. Storrow, Lawrence.

Hon. Charles Sumner, Boston.

John Wingate Thornton, Boston.

Albert Tolman, Worcester.

Thomas B. Wales, Boston.

Hon. Amasa Walker, North Brook-

field.

Hon. Charles H. Warren, Boston.

Hon. Emory Washburn, Cambridge.

Hon. John Wells, Boston.

Hon James M. Williams, Taunton.

Samuel Williston, Easthampton.

H. Barnard, LL.D., Hartford, Ct.

William Hazard, Rhode Island.

Elisha R Potter, Kingston, R. I.

Dr. Isaac Ray, Philadelphia, Penn.

Rev. Bamas Sears, Staunton, Va.

Dr. Hervey B. Wilbur, Syracuse, N. Y.



1871.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 28. 17

OFFICERS FOR 1871-2.

President

:

SAMUEL G. HOWE.

Vice-President:

EMORY WASHBURN.

Treasurer

:

FREDERICK W. G. MAY.

Secretary

:

EDWARD JARVIS.

Trustees

:

LEWIS ALLEN.

JOSIAH BARTLETT.

JAMES B. CONGDON.
HENRY G. DENNY.

SAMUEL ELIOT.

JOHN FLINT.

SAMUEL A. GREENE.

SAMUEL G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVIS.

EDWIN MORTON.

WILLIAM B. STORER.

EMORY WASHBURN.

Visitins Committee

:

For January, Messrs. HOWE and MORTON.
February, MORTON and ELIOT.

March, . ELIOT and FLINT.

April, FLINT and STORER.

May, STORER and JARVIS.

June, JARVIS and BARTLETT.

July, BARTLETT and CONGDON.
August, . CONGDON and WASHBURN
September, WASHBURN and ALLEN.

October, ALLEN and DENNY.
November, DENNY and GREENE.

December, GREENE and HOWE.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION, <fcc.

The best age for admission is between six and twelve years.

The institution is not intended for epileptic, or furiously insane children

;

nor for those who are incurably hydrocephalic or paralytic. None such will

be retained, to the exclusion of more improvable subjects.

Children will be received upon trial for one month, at the end of which

time a report upon the case will be made to the parents.

Children must come well provided with plain, strong clothing, and stout

shoes for walking in any weather. They must be renewed as often as is

necessary, at the expense of the applicants. Those who tear and destroy

their clothing must be provided with garments made expressly for them, and

of such form and texture as not to be easily torn.

Sufficient surety will be required for the clothing of the pupils, for their

board and care in vacation, and for their removal whenever they may be

discharged.

The children of indigent parents in Massachusetts can secure gratuitous

admission by application to the Governor.* For others, a small charge will

be made, proportionate to the means of the parents, and the trouble and cost

of treating them.

Persons applying for the admission of children as beneficiaries of Massa-

chusetts must fill out certain blanks, the form of which is as follows :

—

Form of Application for Beneficiaries in Massachusetts.

18 .

To His Excellency the Governor

:

—
Sir,—The undersigned, citizen of Massachusetts, and inhabitant of the

town of , respectfully represents that his son [or daughter],!

named , and aged years, is so deficient in intellect that

he cannot be taught in the common schools, as other youth are ; and he there-

fore requests that your Excellency would recommend him for admission as a

pupil to the Massachusetts School for teaching and training Idiotic and

Feeble-Minded Persons, as a State beneficiary.

Respectfully yours, .

The application should be accompanied by two certificates, in the following

form :

—

* The same applies to the other New England States.

t If a town pauper, the overseers of the poor may apply as for their ward.
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I.

18 .

I, , one of the selectmen of the town of , hereby

certify that, in my opinion, is not wealthy, and could not well

afford to pay f300 per year for the instruction of at the School

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons.

(Signed,) .

II.

18 .

I, , citizen of Massachusetts, physician, and practitioner in

the town of , hereby certify that I have examined

and find that he is not insane, but is so deficient in mental ability that he

cannot be taught in the common schools, as others of his age are.

His bodily health is , and he has no cutaneous or contagious

disorder.

(Signed,) .

N. B. The physician is earnestly requested to state, in writing, his opinion

of the cause of the person's mental deficiency ; to state whether he is or has

been epileptic ; also, to mention any organic or functional peculiarity that he

may have observed. It may be greatly for the advantage of the person, that

the physician should send in writing a full and minute account of the case,

with his own thoughts and suggestions in regard to it.

If the applicant is admitted as a beneficiary, he must be provided with a

paper signed by two responsible persons, in form of a guaranty for removal,

as follows :

—

We, the undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, and householders in the

town of , respectfully pledge ourselves that, should

be received into the Massachusetts School for teaching and training Idiotic

and Feeble-Minded Youth, he shall be kept properly supplied with decent

clothing, that he shall be removed during vacations (if his removal be

required), and that, whenever he shall be discharged, he shall be removed at

once, and the institution relieved from all responsibility for his support.

(Signed,) .

For private pupils the following bond is required to be signed by two

responsible persons, one of whom shall be known to the trustees :

—

In consideration of being admitted a pupil into the

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, at our request,

we, the undersigned, jointly and severally promise the said School to pay the

Superintendent thereof, at said School, quarterly in advance, on the first days

of January, April, July and October, the rate of board and tuition which may
from time to time be determined by the Trustees of said School for said pupi



20 SCHOOL FOR IDIOTS. [Oct.

to provide or pay for all requisite clothing and other things necessary or

proper for the health and comfort of said pupil, to pay for all proper expenses

incurred for the return of said pupil to the School in case of elopement, to

pay for support of said pupil in vacation, to remove said pupil when discharged,

to reimburse funeral expenses in case of death, and, if removed against the

advice and consent of the Superintendent before the expiration of three

calendar months, to pay board for thirteen weeks.

For further particulars, address Dr. S, G. Howe, 20 Bromfield Street,

Boston.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED

By the Parents or Friends of Applicants for Admission to the School.

1. What is the applicant's name and age ?

2. Where was he [or she] born ?

3. Was the birth at the full period of gestation V

4. Were there any extraordinary circumstances attendant upon the de-

livery ? If so, describe them.

5. What has been the general health and the bodily condition of the

applicant ?

6. At what period was it first observed that there was anything peculiar

about the applicant ?

7. Has there been observed, at any time since birth, anything peculiar in

the shape or condition of the head ?

8. Does the head now differ in shape or condition from the head of an

ordinary person of the same age ?

9. What is now the general health of the applicant ?

10. Is he [or she] now subject, or has he [or she] ever been subject, to

epilepsy, or fits of any kind V

11. Describe the fits, if any.

12. What is now the applicant's weight ?

13. What is now the applicant's height ?

14. Is there any infirmity of body, or any striking peculiarity?

15. How is the appetite for food and drink ?

16. Is the applicant active and vigorous V Does he [or she] run about and

notice things, or the contrary V

17. What is the state of the sense of sight ? Is the eye bright or dull ?

18. What is the state of the sense of hearing ? Is it quick or sluggish ?

19. Does the applicant show any sensibility to musical sounds ?

20. What is the state of the sense of smell ?

21. What is the state of the sense of taste ? Is he [or she] particular

about what he [or she] eats ? or will he [or she] swallow things, without

regard to taste ?



1871.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 28. 21

22. Is he [or she] gluttonous ?

23. What are the habits with regard to personal cleanliness ?

24. Can he [or she] talk ?—that is, make a regular sentence, containing

nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, &c. ?

25. Does he [or she] use understanding^ such words as or and iff

26. Please give several specimens of the mode of talking, and be careful

to put down the.words exactly as he [or she] uses them.

27. Can he [or she] dress and undress without help ?

28. Can he [or she] feed without help ?

29. Does he [or she] use a spoon, or knife and fork ?

30. Can he [or she] tie his [or her] shoe-strings in a regular knot ?

31. Can he [or she] do any work ? and what kind ?

32. What are his [or her] personal habits ?

33. Does he [or she] hide, break or destroy things ?

34. Does he [or she] get up in the night, and wander about ?

35. Is he [or she] obedient ?

36. Does he [or she] come when called ?

37. Does he [or she] go astray ?

38. Is he [or she] passionate ?

39. Is he [or she] given to self-abuse, or masturbation ?

40. Has there been such watchfulness, that you can be sure the applicant

is free from all habits of self-pollution ?

41. Please state any facts that may show the peculiar character of the

applicant.

42. Of what country was the father of the applicant a native ?

43. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father ? Was
he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary ?

44. Was the father of the applicant scrofulous, or was he subject to fits'?

45. Were all his senses perfect ?

46. Was he always a temperate man ?

47. About how old was he when the applicant was born ?

48. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of the

applicant ?—that is, were any of the grand-parents, parents, uncles, aunts

>

brothers, sisters or cousins, blind, deaf or insane, or afflicted with any in-

firmity of body or mind ?

49. If dead, at what age did the father die, and of what disorder ?

50. Where was the mother of the applicant born ?

51. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the applicant V

—strong and healthy, or the contrary ?

52-^Was she scrofulous, or ever subject to fits ?

53. Were all her senses perfect ?

54. Was she always a temperate woman ?

55. About how old was she when the applicant was born ?

56. How many children had she before the applicant was born ?

57. Was there anything peculiar in the bodily or mental condition of the

other children V

58. What was the state of the mother's health during the time she was

pregnant with the applicant ?
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59. Was she subject to any bodily infirmity or severe sickness, or to any

extraordinary mental emotion or fright, great sorrow, or the like ?

60. Was she related by blood to her husband ? If so, in what degree

—

first, second or third cousins ?

61. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder ?

62. Was there any known peculiarity in her family ?—that is, were any of

her grand-parents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children or cousins,

either blind or deaf, or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity of body or

mind?

63. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate relatives of

the applicant ?

64. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and education

of the applicant?

65. What are the names of the father and mother ?

66. What is the post-office address of the parents or other responsible

friends ?






