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Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, )

Boston, Oct. 26, 1872. )

Hon. Oliver Warner, Secretary of State*

Dear Sir:— I have the honor to transmit to you for the use

of the legislature, a copy of the Twenty-Fifth Annual Report

of the Trustees of this School to the Corporation thereof.

Respectfully,

SAM'L G, HOWE.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, )

Boston, October 26, 1872. '
J

lo the Members of the Corporation,

Gentlemen:— The undersigned, appointed by you as Trus-

tees, have the honor to submit the following account of their

stewardship during the past year.

They enclose the report of the Treasurer; that of the Gen-

eral Superintendent, and an inventory of the real and personal

property belonging to the institution.

The report of the Treasurer will show the receipts and ex-

penses in " gross " ; that of the superintendent, in detail.

The rise in real estate authorizes the increase in valuation

upon the inventory, but it does not add to the income.

It will be seen that the institution is entirely dependent upon

the annual appropriation by the State; as that constitutes eight-

tenths of the income.

The Trustees count confidently upon the continuance of that

appropriation, so long as the institution is faithfully administered.

Certainly there will be no less need of such an establishment,

in our generation, at least.

The census, and other means of observation, show no decrease

in the number of idiots. It is very difficult to estimate the ac-

tual number of this unfortunate class. The last census gives

24,527 for the whole United States, and 778 for Massachusetts.

Certainly no more are purposely set down than actually

existed; and as certainly a great many existed who were pur-

posely omitted, or accidentally overlooked.

The most important and encouraging considerations are, that

some of the chief causes of the prevalence of idiocy in a com-

munity are controllable.
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The chief of these causes are, — First, bodily condition or

habits of parents predisposing their offspring to become idiots,

which conditions were, perhaps, ihemselves inherited, and had

become intensified by intemperate habits, and by sensual ex-

cesses.

Second, ill-assorted marriages.

Third, improper management of children ; and evil habits

which they acquired at an early. age.

All these causes are largely under human control, and it may

reasonably be hoped will be more and more controlled, as the

standard of intelligence and morality in the community is

raised.

Looking back over the history of the institution, and the

events of the year, several points of interest appear.

The State of Massachusetts, making an exception to her wise

policy of leaving the responsibility for maintenance and care of

the dependent classes to their relatives and neighbors, and to

the several municipalities in which they belong, takes upon her-

self the task of maintaining, training and improving, during

certain years of their minority, all idiotic and feeble-minded

youth who are improvable.

She long ago put into practical operation the doctrine that

she, in her capacity of sovereign, is the only legal guardian and

trustee of adult persons, devoid of reason, by taking charge of

their material interest, through her judges of probate j and

providing for their care or comfortable support in her hospitals

for the insane.

Later, she practically extended her guardianship, by includ-

ing minor idiotic and feeble-minded persons in the class of per-

sons devoid of reason, and by providing for such instruction

for them as they could receive.

Second, we see a large, commodious, pleasant, and well-or-

dered establishment, in a beautiful neighborhood, administered

by a corps of teachers and attendants, who strive to carry out

the generous purposes of the State.

Third, we see more than a hundred sorely smitten children

and youth, who are mere infants in mind, who are hardly above

brutes in reason and sense of propriety, and who are utterly

incapable of self-guidance; we see these fragments of humanity

gathered under one roof, and into one family. Their daily life
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is pleasant and improving. They come out of the morning bath

thoroughly clean and tidily dressed, and march in good order

to the morning prayers. Then they go cheerily to their dining-

room, where, after trying to imitate their leaders, and to articu-

late imperfectly a blessing, they proceed to take their simple

food with moderation and propriety. Thence to the gymnasium

for drill ; and to the play-ground for gambols. Then to the

school-room for lessons in objects in and rudiments of knowl-

edge, where they repeat, for the hundredth time, perhaps, some

simple sentences, and seek to comprehend their meaning.

Thence they go to the workshop, for feeble attempts at the

simplest kinds of mechanical work.

This daily round, under kind teachers, and without punish-

ment or pain in any shape, without even the blows of reproving

words, necessarily calls out, exercises, and strengthens their

powers of imitation and self-control.

Obedience, decent behavior, restraint of appetite, cleanliness,

and the like, become by mere force of repetition, habits which,

with a little care, can be kept up through life. At any rate,

they help to develop other and higher faculties, and make it

far easier in after-life to prevent their sinking into that state of

brutishness which is the lot of adult idiots, who have been neg-

lected in youth.

Fourth, we see more than a hundred families throughout the

Commonwealth, each of which is relieved from the burden of a

helpless dependent, for whose care and safety there must be

expended considerable time and thought, without the redeeming

hope of good results.

We find neighborhoods relieved from the demoralizing influ-

ence of the presence of those who can do nothing for the common
weal, but who sorely tempt the young and the thoughtless to

make light of the sorest evil which can afflict a human being.

These and like thoughts are suggested by a general review of

the year.

Coming to details, we find in the report of the Superintendent,

the statistics of the establishment, and the leading events in its

djmestic history during the year. We find the number of

pupils at the beginning of the year wa3 106. Received during

the year, 14; discharged, 6j remaining, H4j and that the aver-

age number was 113.
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There has been little change in the personnel of the establish-

ment.

The general health has been as good as could be expected

among so many feeble and imperfectly organized persons.

The usual routine of study, exercise and work has been pur-

sued regularly and satisfactorily.

Looking beyond our own State, we find that the duty of mak-

ing provision lor the care and improvement of idiotic children

is more generally felt and more effectually carried into practice.

When this institution was organized, no public establishment

of the kind existed in the United States. Now, New York has

a large and well-appointed institution at Syracuse ; Pennsylvania,

one at Media; Connecticut, one at Lakeville; Kentucky, one at

Frankfort; Illinois, one at Jacksonville, and Ohio, one at Colum-

bus. The appropriation by the latter State, for the buildings

alone, was $250
;
000. All these establishments are doing great

good.

Our most advanced States had before made generous provis-

ions for the several classes of defectives,— the blind, the deaf

mutes, the insane,— and they are completing the golden circle

of public charities by embracing within it the class most sorely

afflicted of all.

Encouraged by success in their work at home, and by similar

success abroad, the trustees have increased faith in the wisdom

and beneficence of this form of public charity, and commend it

to the favor of the legislature and of the public.

Respectfully submitted by

LEWIS ALLEN.
JOSIAH BARTLETT.
J. B. CONGDON.
HENRY C. DENNY.
SAMUEL ELIOT.

JOHN FLINT.
SAM'L A. GREENE.
SAM'L G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVIS.
EDWIN MORTON.
WM. B. STORER.
EMORY WASHBURN.
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General Analysis of Steward's Account,

Dr.

Balance in hands of Steward, September 30, 1871, . . . $2,613 01

Receipts from Treasurer, per drafts of Auditor, . . . 26,030 11

Balance due Steward, October 1, 1872, 1,465 46

Cr.

$30,108 58

Ordinary expenses, as per schedule annexed, . . $20,271 36

Extraordinary expenses, as per schedule annexed, . 9,837 22

$30,108 58
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Analysis of Expenditures for the Year ending September 30, 1872,

as per Steward's Account.

Meat, 11,730$ lbs., ....
Fish, 3,222 lbs.,

Butler, 5,239 lbs., ....
Rice, sago, &c.,

Bread, flour, meal, &c, . . .

Potatoes and other vegetables,
Fruit,

Milk, 6,f>38i quarts, ....
Sugar, 656 lbs.,

Tea aud coffee, 270& lbs., .

Sundry groceries, ....
Sundry articles of consumption,
Gas and oil,

Coal and wood, ....
Furniture aud bedding,
Clothing and mending,
Superintendence and instruction,
Domestic service, ....
Outside aid, .....
Expenses of boys' shop, . . .

Expenses of stable, ....
Books and stationery,
Medicines and medical aid,

Rent of land,

Travelling and other expenses of Sup
tendent,

Ordinary construction and repairs, .

Water tax,

Ice,

Sundries,

Extraordinary construction and repairs,
Steam apparatus for heating building,
Carryall,

One-half expense of boat,
Water improvements,
Bills to be refunded, ....

erm

81
7-1

$1,416 49
183 31
668
88

1,452 59
276 29
114 97
422 36
71 92

130 87
131 35
111 03
361 54

1,810 99

1,030 43
19 35

2,785 47

2,610 55
291 06
152 60
929 35
211 18

136 37
30 00

625 00
3,975 90

75 00
64 28
93 53

$4,838 91

4,072 17

387 50
90 10
35 00

413 54

$20,271 36

9,837 22

$30,108 58
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MEMBEES OF THE CORPORATION.

Lewis Allen, Peabody.

Dr. Nathan Allen, Lowell.

Samuel Bachelder, Jr., Cambridge.

James M. Barnard, Boston.

Ezra H. Baker, Boston.

Dr. Josiah Bartlett, Concord.

Hon. George S. Boutwell, Groton.

J. Ingersoll Bowditch, Boston.

Charles R. Bradford, Roxbury.

Dr. Thomas M. Brewer, Boston.

Rev. Phillips Brooks, Boston.

Hon. Simon Brown, Concord.

Dr. Charles E. Buckingham, Boston.

Hon. Ephraim W. Bull, Concord.

Henry Callender, Dorchester.

Dr. George Chandler, Worcester.

William Chapin, Lawrence.

Dr. George C. S. Choate, New York.

Hon. Otis Clapp, Boston.

Dr. Henry G. Clark, Boston.

Prof. Francis J. Child, Cambridge.

Rev. James Freeman Clarke, West

Roxbury.

James R. Congdon, New Bedford.

Hon. Charles E. Cook, BosJteaa..;

Rev. Samuel B. Cruft, Boston.

Joseph Coolidge, Boston.

Uriel Crocker, Boston.

William Crocker, Taunton.

Dr. Benjamin Cushing, Dorchester.

Henry G. Denny, Dorchester.

George M. Dexter, Boston.

Samuel Downer, Dorchester.

Samuel Eliot, Boston.

George B. Emerson, Boston.

William Endicott, Jr., Boston.

Dr.Caleb Clesson Field,Leominster.

Dr. John Flint, Boston.

Maurice Gocldard, Brookline.

Dr. Win. A. Gordon, New Bedford.

Dr. John W. Graves, Chelsea.

Dr. Samuel A. Green/, Boston.

Rev. Edward E. Hale, Boston.

Daniel N. Haskell, Bostou.

Rev. David Green Haskins, Cam-

bridge.

Hon. George S. Hillard, Boston.

Hon. E. Rockwood Hoar, Concord.

Sidney Homer, Boston.

Dr. Robert W. Hooper, Boston.

Edward W, Hooper, Boston.

Dr. Samuel G. Howe, Boston.

Hon. William J. Hubbard, Boston.

Dr. Edward Jarvis, Dorchester.

Edward H. Kinsley, Boston.

Hon. Amos A. Lawrence, Boston.

Win. Raymond Lee, Roxbury.

Richard J. Greenleaf, Peabody.

James Lodge, Boston.

Dr. George B. Loring, Salem.

Josiah Loring, Boston.

Rev. Samuel K. Lothrop, Boston.
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Hon. John Lowell, Boston.

Tlieophilus R. Marvin, Boston.

Frederick W. G. May, Dorchester.

Hon. William Minot, Boston.

Rev. William O. Mosely, Boston.

William Nye, New Bedford.

Dr. George Osborne, Peabody.

Rev. John Parkman.

Rev. Andrew P. Peabody,Cambridge

Mr. Potter, Cambridge.

Hon. Jonathan Preston, Boston.

Hon. Sampson Reed, Boston.

Dr. Joseph Reynolds, Concord.

Franklin B. Sanborn, Springfield.

Hon. Henry A Scudder, Boston.

Dr. George C. Shattnck, Boston.

Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Boston.

Dr. Benjamin P. Sisson, Westport.

Charles Stoddard, Boston.

William B. Storer, Boston.

Charles S. Storrow, Lawrence.

Hon. Charles Sumner, Boston.

John Wingate Thornton, Boston.

Albert Tolman, Worcester.

Thomas B. Wales, Boston.

Hon. Amasa Walker, North Brook-

field.

Hon. Charles H. Warren, Boston.

Hon. Emory Washburn, Cambridge.

Hon. John Wells, Boston.

Hon. James M. Williams, Taunton.

Samuel Williston, Easthampton.

H. Barnard, LL.D., Hartford, Ct.

William Hazard, Rhode Island.

Elisha R. Potter, Kingston, R. I.

Dr. Isaac Ray, Philadelphia, Penn.

Rev. Barnas Sears, Staunton, Va.

Dr. Hervey B. Wilbur, Syracuse,

N. Y.

Robert W. Wood, West Roxbury.
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OFFICERS FOE 1872-3.

PRESIDENT

SAMUEL G. HOWE.

VICE-PRESIDENT

:

EMORY WASHBURN

TREASURER!

FREDERICK W. G. MAY.

SECRETARY t

EDWARD JARVIS.

LEWIS ALLEN.
JOSIAH BARTLETT.
JAMES B. CONGDON.
HENRY G. DENNY.
SAMUEL ELIOT.
JOHN ELINT.

TRUSTEES

:

SAMUEL A. GREENltf.

SAMUEL G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVIS.
EDWIN MORTON.
WILLIAM B. STORER.
EMORY WASHBURN.

For January,

February,
March,
April,

May, .

June, .

July, .

August,

September,

October,

November,
December,

VISITING COMMITTEE ;

Messrs. HOWE and MORTON.
MORTON and ELIOT.
ELIOT and FLINT.
FLINT and STORER,
STORER and JARVIS.
JARVIS and BARTL^T.
BARTLETT and CONGDON.
CONGDON and WASHBURN.
WASHBURN and ALLEN.
A! LEN and DENNY.
DENNY and GREEN#.
GREEN# and HOWE.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION, &C.

The best age for admission is between nine and twelve years.

The institution is not intended for epileptic, nor for insane children ; nor

for those who are incurably hydrocephalic or paralytic. None such will

be retained, to the exclusion of more improvable subjects.

Children will be received upon trial for one month, at the end of which
time a report upon the case will be made to the parents.

Children must come well provided with plain, strong clothing, and stout

shoes for walking in any weather. These must be renewed as often as is

necessary, at the expense of the applicants. Those who tear and destroy

their clothing must be provided with garments made expressly for them,

and of such form and texture as not to be easily torn.

Sufficient surety will be required for the clothing of the pupils ; for their

board and care in vacation; and for their removal whenever they may be

discharged.

The children of indigent parents in Massachusetts can secure gratuitous

admission by application to the Governor.* For others, a small charge

will be made, proportionate to the means of the parents, and the trouble

and cost of treating them.

Persons applying for the admission of children as beneficiaries of Massa-

chusetts must fill out certain blanks, the form of which is as follows :

—

Form of Application for Beneficiaries in Massachusetts.

18 .

To His Excellency the Governor : —
Sir,—The undersigned, citizen of Massachusetts, and inhabitant of the

town of , respectfully represents that his son [or daugh-

ter]^ named , and aged years, is so deficient in intel-

lect that he cannot be taught in the common schools, as other youth are;

and he therefore requests that your Excellency would recommend him for

admission as a pupil to the Massachusetts School for teaching and train-

ing Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons, as a State beneficiary.

Respectfully yours, .

The application should be accompanied by two certificates, in the fol-

lowing form :
—

* The same applies to the other New England States.

f If a town pauper, the overseers of the poor may apply as for their ward.
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I.

I, ,
one of the selectmen of the town of , hereby

certify that, in my opinion, is not wealthy, and could not well

afford to pay $300 per year for the instruction of at the School

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons.

(Signed,) .

II.

I, , citizen of Massachusetts, physician, and practitioner in

the town of , hereby certify that I have examined

and find that he is not insane, but is so deficient in mental ability that he

cannot be taught in the common schools, as others of his age are.

His bodily health is , and he has no cutaneous or contagious

disorder.

(Signed,) .

N. B. The physician is earnestly requested to state, in writing, his

opinion of the cause of the person's mental deficiency ; to state whether

he is or has been epileptic ; also to mention any organic or functional

peculiarity that he may have observed. It may be greatly for the advan-

tage of the person, that the physician should send in writing a full and

minute account of the case with his own thoughts and suggestions in re-

gard to it.

If the applicant is admitted as a beneficiary, he must be provided with

a paper signed by two responsible persons, in form of a guaranty for re-

moval, as follows :
—

We, the undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, and householders in

the town of , respectfully pledge ourselves that, should

be received into the Massachusetts School for teaching and training Idiotic

and Feeble-minded Youth, he shall be kept properly supplied with decent

clothing, that he shall be removed during vacations (if his removal be

required), and that, whenever he shall be discharged, he shall be removed

at once, and the institution relieved from all responsibility for his support.

(Signed,) .

For private pupils the following bond is required to be signed by two
responsible persons, one of whom must be known to the trustees :

—

In consideration of being admitted a pupil into the

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, at our request*

we, the undersigned, jointly and severally promise the said School to pay

the Superintendent thereof, at said School, quarterly in advance, on the

first days of January, April, July and October, the rate of board and tui-

tion which may from time to time be determined by the Trustees of said
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School for said pupil, to provide or pay for all requisite clothing and other

things necessary or proper for the health and comfort of said pupil, to

pay for all proper expenses incurred for the return of said pupil to the

School in case of elopement, to pay for support of said pupil in vacation,

to remove said pupil when discharged, to reimburse funeral expenses in

case of death, and if removed against the advice and consent of the

Superintendent before the expiration of three calendar months, to pay

board for thirteen weeks.

For further particulars, address Dr. S. G. Howe, 20 Bromfleld street,

Boston.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED

By the Parents or Friends of the Applicants for Admission to the School.

1. What is the applicant's name and age ?

2. Where was he [or she] born?

3. Was the birth at the full period of gestation?

4. Were there any extraordinary circumstances attendant upon the de-

livery? If so, describe them.

5. What has been the general health and bodily condition of the

applicant ?

6. At what period was it first observed that there was anything peculiar

about the applicant?

7. Has there been observed, at any time since birth, anything peculiar

in the shape or condition of the head?

8. Does the head now differ in shape or condition from the head of an

ordinary person of the same age?

9. What is now the general health of the applicant ?

10. Is he [or she] now subject, or has he [or she] ever been subject to

epilepsy, or fits of any kind?

11. Describe the fits, if any?

12. What is now the applicant's weight?

13. What is now the applicant's height?

14. Is there any infirmity of body, or any striking peculiarity?

15. How is the appetite for food and drink?

16. Is the applicant active and vigorous? Does he [or she] run about

and notice things, or the contrary?

17. What is the state of the sense of sight? Is the eye bright or dull?

18. What is the state of the sense of hearing? Is it quick or sluggish?

19. Does the applicant show any sensibility to musical sounds?

20. What is the state of the sense of smell ?

. 21. What is the state of the sense of taste? Is he [or she] particular

about what he [or she] eats? or will he or she swallow things without

regard to taste ?

3
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22. Is he [or she] gluttonous?

23. What are the habits with regard to personal cleanliness?

24. Can he [or she] talk?—that is, make a regular sentence, containing

nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, &c. ?

25. Does he [or she] use understanding^ such words as or and iff

26. Please give several specimens of the mode of talking, and be careful

to put c!own the words exactly as he [or she] uses them.

27. Can he [or she] dress and undress without help?

28. Can he [or she] feed without help?

29. Does he [or she] use a spoon, or knife and fork ?

30. Can he [or she] tie his [or her] shoe-string in a regular knot?

31. Can he [or she] do any work? and what kind?

32. What are his [or her] personal habits ?

33. Does he [or she] hide, break or destroy things?

34. Does he [or she] get up in the night, and wander about ?

35. Is he [or she] obedient ?

36. Does he [or she] come when called?

37. Does he [or she] go astray?

38. Is he [or she] passionate ?

39. Is he [or she] given to self abuse or masturbation?

40. Has there been such watchfulness, that you can be sure the applicant

is free from all habits of self-pollution?

41. Please state any facts that may show the peculiar character of the

applicant.

42. Of what country was the father of the appUcant a native?

43. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father ? Was
he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary ?

44. Was the father of the applicant scrofulous, or was he subject to fits?

45. Were all his senses perfect?

46. Was he always a temperate man?
47. About how old was he when the applicant was born?

48. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of the

applicant?—that is, were any of the grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts,

brothers, sisters or cousins, blind, deaf or insane, or afflicted with any in-

firmity of body or mind?

49. If dead, at what age did the father die, and of what disorder?

50. Where was the mother of the applicant born ?

51. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the applicant ?

—strong and healthy, or the contrary?

52. Was she scrofulous, or ever subject to fits ?

53. Were all her senses perfect?

54. Was she always a temperate woman?
55. About how old was she when the applicant was born?

56. How many children had she before the applicant was born ?

57. Was there anything peculiar in the bodily or mental condition of the

other children ?

58. What was the state of the mother's health during the time she was

pregnant with the applicant ?

59. Was she subject to any bodily infirmity or severe sickness, or to any

extraordinary mental emotion or fright, great sorrow, or the like ?
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60. Was she related by blood to her husband? If so, in what degree—
first, second or third cousins ?

61. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder?

62. Was there any known peculiarity in her family? — that is, were any

of her grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children or

cousins, either blind or deaf, or insane, or inflicted with any infirmity of
body or mind?

63. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate relatives

of the applicant ?

64. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and education

of the applicant?

65. What are the names of the father and mother?

66. What is the post-office address of the parents or other responsible

friends ?




