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Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, \

I 5Boston, December 5, 1873.

Hon. O. Warner, Secretary of State.

Sir :—I herewith transmit a copy of the Annual Report of

this institution, for the use of the legislature.

Faithfully,

SAM'L GL HOWE.





CommoniDcaltl) of Jteeacljusctte.

TRUSTEES' REPORT.

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,
Boston, October 2, 1873.

To the Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen :—The undersigned respectfully submit' the

following general Report of the progress and condition of < the

institution under their charge during the past year.

This is accompanied by the report of the Treasurer and of

the General Superintendent, and by the inventories of real

and personal property required by law.

The report of the Treasurer sets forth in detail the condi-

tion of the finances. All moneys received are paid into his

hands. All expenditures for maintaining the establishment

are made by the Steward. His bills, when approved by the

General Superintendent, are audited by a committee of the

Trustees, who make monthly drafts upon the Treasurer for

the amount due. Everything is paid for in cash, and no one

is authorized to charge anything to the institution except

upon special order.

The cash on hand October 1, 1872, was $198.01. Amount
received, $36,936.99. Total expenditures during the year

were $37,062.43, leaving a balance on hand of $72.57.

To get at the actual receipts and expenditures of the year,

it must be considered that the treasurer borrowed at sundry

times $16,442.23. He paid back the whole of this, plus

$600 due on account of balances from former account.

Throwing these loans out of the account, the receipts for the

year have been $20,494.76. The income of invested funds,

viz., $423.65, has been re-invested. There was due the

steward at the beginning of the year $1,465.46 for miscella-
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neons bills on last year's account. He has now a balance in

his hands to meet bills coming due on the current year of

$570.71. These amounts with the $72.57 still in the treas-

urer's hands, deducted from the receipts, show the actual ex-

penses for the year to have been $17,560.38.

The sources of income of the institution are :

—

First, the

annual appropriation by the legislature of Massachusetts,

which has been gradually increased from $2,500 a year in

1848, to $16,500, voted in 1869 and continued annually.

This institution has been distinguished from the beginning

by its frugality. Its building, though spacious, cost but

a small sum ; and its whole expenses for construction have

not exceeded $50,000. Against this it has to show owner-

ship of land worth more money in the market ; besides build-

ings worth at least $20,000, and furniture worth $7,000.

Total, $77,000.

It is all virtually the property of the State ; although the

amount of appropriation from the public treasury has been

less than $50,000.

The average cost of maintaining and instructing the pupils

has been only about two hundred dojlars per annum.

It is not desirable to depart from its simplicity and frugality ;

but it is desirable to enlarge and improve its means of use-

fulness ; and this can only be done by an increase of the

appropriation by the State. This amount ought to be in-

creased to $20,000 ; and the Trustees recommend to their

successors that earnest application be made therefor. No
measure of the kind, however, is likely to be carried on its own

merits ; and some gentlemen must therefore pledge themselves

to forward it by persistent personal efforts. This work ought

not to be imposed upon those who already give a good deal

of time and attention to the interests of the establishment.

If gentlemen of the corporation will, by personal inspec-

tion of the establishment, satisfy themselves that it merits and

needs increased patronage of the State, and will then use their

personal influence with their friends who may be in the legis-

lature, a larger appropriation can be secured.

The general incredulity about the feasibility and advantage

of teaching and training idiots is slowly disappearing before

the light of truth, and the facts of experience. The blessed
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effects thereof are seen in so many cases that prejudice is

yielding ; and people are more disposed to act up to our doc-

trine of universal instruction by embracing within its sphere

even the lowliest of the human family.

When this institution was established, no other existed in

the United States. Since then, New York, Ohio, Pennsyl-

vania, Connecticut, Kentucky and Illinois have adopted the

policy of public aid for the instruction of idiots.

Some of these States have established institutions upon a

magnificent scale. Ohio, for instance, appropriated for build-

ings $250,000 ; and maintains the institution by an annual

appropriation of about $40,000.

But not only have the large and rich States made provision

for the instruction and improvement of idiots by building

special schools for them, but the legislatures of smaller States

are recognizing the usefulness of such establishments by

making appropriations for sending children of their own
State to existing ones in neighboring States. Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont and Rhode Island are beginning to send

beneficiaries to our school.

This constitutes the second source of income, which last

year amounted to $1,230.36; but it will doubtless go on

increasing.

The third source of income is from private beneficiaries,

—

children of parents who can afford to pay for the special in-

struction which they require, and which is necessarily costly.

This class, however, is small ; mainly because idiotic or

feeble-minded children are most likely to be born to families

marked by bodily feebleness or vitiation of stock, which im-

poverishes its members. They become poor among the poor

;

and far outnumber the rich.

The condition upon which the State of Massachusetts gives

direct aid for the instruction of idiotic children is, that when
their parents are able to pay in part, they shall be required

to do so ; the amount is to be decided by the institution.

When parents are really poor, the instruction and support

during five or seven years is free. This tends to equalize the

condition of the parents of such children in respect to public

instruction with that of ordinary parents ; and gives them
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their share of the benefits of public instruction without put-

ting it upon the ground of charity.

This principle is an important one ; for it serves to main-

tain self-respect, and to prevent the formation of a class of

dependents.

It would not be wise or just to take off the whole burden

of maintaining defective children from their parents. Wit-

tingly or unwittingly, their progenitors have been in fault

;

and are in some way responsible for the defect ; and the evil

to society will be sooner lessened by leaving them to bear

some of the corrective consequences, than by the State's

assuming the whole of it, and taking the children off their

hands.

It is a nice point to decide how much aid should be given

;

because sometimes a family which has degenerated physically,

and is straggling against pauperism, is apt to give up in

despair " and to go upon the town " when burdened with an

idiotic child, while it might have struggled along, if part of

their burdens were taken off by the State.

The wants of our people in this matter are partially sup-

pled by an excellent private establishment at Barre, in which

idiotic and feeble-minded children are received at rates not

beyond the means of persons in good circumstances.

This school meets a social want for the instruction and train-

ing of idiots, as the McLean Asylum for the Insane, meets a

similar one for the cure and care of lunatics.

People are usually very reluctant to have the insanity of a

dear relative publicly known. They desire to secure for them

every possible comfort, but it must be in the greatest privacy.

Many therefore prefer to send them to the McLean Asylum,

and pay from fifteen to fifty dollars a week, mainly because it

is called a private establishment, and therefore more genteel,

rather than send them to the public state hospitals at from four

to seven dollars a week, although the latter are confessedly

equal to the former in all that is essential for the cure, the

safety, the comfort and the general well-being of their in-

mates.

So with idiots. People who can afford to pay high prices

for their instruction and care, and some who cannot afford to

do so without sorely pinching themselves, prefer to send them
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to the private school at Barre, rather than send to the public

school at South Boston, at far less cost in money, though the

former has no known advantage over the latter, unless greater

privacy be considered as upon the whole desirable and advan-

tageous. This is at least questionable.

The increasing number of idiots, and especially the increas-

ing demand for their instruction, make the question about the

best manner of providing for them an interesting one.

It is important that, in our growing community, where

institutions are as yet in the gristle, a wise policy should

be adopted with regard to the treatment of the great class of

the insane, of which idiots make only a sub-class. In con-

sidering the general matter then, we are to bear in mind that

the first object is not to consult the prejudices, or even the

tender feelings of the relatives, but to provide for the safety

from abuse ; the chances of improvement ; the comfort and

well-being of the unfortunates who must one day lose the

protection of parents ; and become, in one sense, wards of

society.

Judging by general principles and by the light of history,

it would seem that such unfortunates will be less liable to

abuse and neglect in public institutions, where no one has

any pecuniary interest at stake, than in private ones. This

ought to be made so certain and manifest that parents may
not entertain those dreadful forebodings of harm to their

beloved ones, which prevent many from parting with them,

when the real good of both parties requires it.

For this, among other reasons, all state institutions for

the care of incurable lunatics and idiots should be liberally

supported. They should be under the charge of persons of

skill and humanity ; and so plenteously provided with every

means for the comfort, improvement and well-being of their

inmates, that no private institutions can excel them. Their

daily administration should be mainly in the hands of women.

The State is richer than any individual ; and her wards

should not lack anything necessary for their real welfare,

that a citizen of wealth can purchase for his own child.

The number of pupils reported September 30, 1872, was
117 ; admitted since, 5 ; discharged, 3 ; present number, 119.

They have been in a very satisfactory condition of health,

2
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considering how low is the average standard of vitality among
them. There has been but one death in the establishment

during the year ; no epidemic, and no disease of very severe

character. Thi^ certainly speaks well for mode of life in the

household. The scrupulous cleanliness ; the daily bathing

and rubbing; the regular gymnastics, indoor and out; the

plain, nourishing fare ; the pure air, and the watchful sup-

pression of evil habits, all tend to keep them in the best

bodily condition attainable by persons of their class. This,

of course, not only prevents, or at least greatly lessens, the

usual repulsiveness of appearance, but increases their per-

sonal comfort, forms habits of cleanliness, and encourages

cheerfulness and self-respect. Moreover, it puts them in a

condition most favorable to recovery from morbid derange-

ments of the system, which are often the hidden causes of

non-development of mental faculties, and of general feeble-

ness of character.

Nothing shows more strongly the effects of bodily training

upon mind and character, and upon health and life, than a

contrast between the appearance of these children and youth

and that of those of their class who are left either neglected

or pampered at home or sent to the almshouses.

The effects, too, are plainly shown by the comparative

mortality among the actual inmates and among those who

have left it. As a class, they are at best, very short-lived.

Their general feebleness of organization forbids long per-

sistent life. They cannot resist destructive agencies, which

beset everybody ; and which ordinary people guard against by

care of themselves. Consequently, few idiots survive the

period of youth.

But it is a sacred duty of those upon whom they are de-

pendent, to develop to its utmost, during their brief span of

earthly life, those attributes of humanity which make them

our brethren, and heirs with us of all that human beings may
hope for at the hands of our common Father.

For the details of the interior history of the establishment

during the year, the Trustees refer to the Report of the

Superintendent. This will contain many interesting facts,

showing the progress and improvement of the pupils.
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Finally, the Trustees commend the establishment to the

corporation and to the legislature as well deserving its

patronage ; and they commend it to the notice of all benev-

olently disposed persons as worthy a share in their dispen-

sation^ of property.

Kespectfnlly submitted by

LEWIS ALLEN.
JOSIAH BARTLETT.
J. B. CONGDON.
HENRY G. DENNY.
SAMUEL ELIOT.
JOHN FLINT.
SAM'L A. GREEN.
SAM'L G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVIS.
EDWIN MORTON.
WM. B. STORER.
EMORY WASHBURN.
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Analysis of Expenditures for the Tear ending September 30, 1873,

as per Steward's Account.

Meat, 12,131 lbs., $1,646 39

Fish, 2,564 lbs., 184 52
Butter, 2,2721 lbs., . 670 57
Rice, sago, etc., 170 lbs.,

.

11 69
Bread, flour, meal, etc., . 1,609 08
Potatoes and other vegetables, 402 94
Fruit, 144 41
Milk, 438 29
Sugar, 2,535 lbs., . 289 56
Tea and coffee, 323J lbs., 123 36
Sundry groceries, . 340 79
Sundry articles of consumption, 185 19
Gas and oil, .... 289 39
Coal and wood, 686 79
Furniture and bedding, . 626 20
Clothing and mending, . 65 34
Superintendence and instruction, 2,555 17
Domestic service, .... 2,804 66
Outside aid, .... 211 26
Expenses of boys 1 shop, . 10 10
Expenses of stable, 530 24
Books and stationery, 234 21
Medicines and medical aid, . 156 97
Rent of land, 30 00
Travelling and other expenses oj Superin-

tendent, 500 00
Water tax, 75 00
Sundries, 84 01
Musical instruments, 28 00
Insurance, 717 73
Ordinary construction and repairs, 1,043 58

$16,695 44

Extraordinary construction and repairs, $336 00
Bills to be refunded, 397 85

733 85

$17,429 29
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MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION.

Lewis Allen, Peabody.

Dr. Nathan Allen, Lowell.

Samuel Bachelder, Jr., Cambridge.

James M. Barnard, Boston.

Ezra H. Baker, Boston.

Dr. Josiah Bartlett, Concord.

Hon. George S. Boutwell, Groton.

J. Ingersoll Bowditch, Boston.

Charles R. Bradford, Roxbury.

Dr. Thomas M. Brewer, Boston.

Rev. Phillips Brooks, Boston.

Hon. Simon Brown, Concord.

Dr. Charles E. Buckingham, Boston.

Hon. Ephraim W. Bull, Concord.

Henry Callender, Dorchester.

Dr. George Chandler, Worcester.

William Chapin, Lawrence.

Dr. George C. S. Choate, New York.

Hon. Otis Clapp, Boston.

Dr. Henry G. Clark, Boston.

Prof. Francis J. Child, Cambridge.

Rev. James Freeman Clarke, West

Roxbury.

James R. Congdon, New Bedford.

Hon. Charles E. Cook, Boston.

Rev. Samuel B. Cruft, Boston.

Joseph Coolidge, Boston.

Uriel Crocker, Boston.

William Crocker, Taunton.

Dr. Benjamin Cushing, Dorchester.

Henry G. Denny, Dorchester.

George M. Dexter, Boston.

Samuel Downer, Dorchester.

Samuel Eliot, Boston.

George B. Emerson, Boston.

William Endicott, Jr., Boston.

Dr. Caleb Clesson Field, Leominster.

Dr. John Flint, Boston.

Maurice Goddard, Brookline.

Dr. Wm. A. Gordon, New Bedford.

Dr. John W. Graves, Chelsea.

Dr. Samuel A. Green, Boston.

Rev. Edward E. Hale, Boston.

Daniel N. Haskell, Boston.

Rev. David Green Haskins, Cam-

bridge.

Hon. George S. Hillard, Boston.

Hon. E. Rockwood Hoar, Concord.

Sidney Homer, Boston.

Dr. Robert W. Hooper, Boston.

Edward W. Hooper, Boston.

Dr. Samuel G. Howe, Boston.

Hon. William J. Hubbard, Boston.

Dr. Edward Jarvis, Dorchester.

Edward H. Kinsley, Boston.

Hon. Amos A. Lawrence, Boston.

Wm. Raymond Lee, Roxbury.

Richard J. Greenleaf, Peabody.

James Lodge, Boston.

Dr. George B. Loring, Salem.

Josiah Loring, Boston.

Rev. Samuel K. Lothrop, Boston.
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Hon. John Lowell, Boston.

Theophilus R. Marvin, Boston.

Frederick W. G. May, Dorchester.

Robert W. Mason, Boston.

Hon. William Minot, Boston.

Rev. William O. Mosely, Boston.

William Nye, New Bedford.

Dr. George Osborne, Peabody.

Rev. John Parkman.

Rev. And'w P. Peabody, Cambridge.

• Mr. Potter, Cambridge.

Hon. Jonathan Preston, Boston.

George Wm. Rand, Jamaica Plain.

Hon. Sampson Reed, Boston.

Dr. Joseph Reynolds, Concord.

Franklin B. Sanborn, Springfield.

Hon. Henry A. Scudder, Boston.

Dr. George C. Shattuck, Boston.

Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Boston.

Dr. Benjamin P. Sisson, Westport.

Charles Stoddard, Boston.

William B. Storer, Boston.

Charles S. Storrow, Lawrence.

Hon. Charles Sumner, Boston.

John Wingate Thornton, Boston.

Dr. John O. Tyler, Boston.

Albert Tolman, Worcester.

Thomas B. Wales, Boston.

Hon. Amasa Walker, No. Brookfield.

Hon. Charles H. Warren, Boston.

Hon. Emory Washburn, Cambridge.

Hon. John Wells, Boston.

Hon. James M. Williams, Taunton.

Samuel Williston, Easthampton.

H. Barnard, LL.D., Hartford, Ct.

William Hazard, Rhode Island.

Elisha R. Potter, Kingston, R. I.

Dr. Isaac Ray, Philadelphia, Penn.

Rev. Barnas Sears, Staunton, Va.

Dr. Hervey B. Wilbur, Syracuse,

N. Y.

Robert W. Wood, West Roxbury.
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OFFICERS FOR 1873-4.

President

:

SAMUEL G. HOWE.

Vice-President

:

EMORY WASHBURN.

Treasurer

:

FREDERICK W. G. MAY.
Secretary

:

EDWARD JARVIS.

LEWIS ALLEN.
JOSIAH BARTLETT.
JAMES B. CONGDON.
HENRY G. DENNY.
SAMUEL ELIOT.
JOHN FLINT.

Trustees

:

SAMUEL A. GREEN.
SAMUEL G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVIS.
EDWIN MORTON.
WILLIAM B. STORER.
EMORY WASHBURN.

For January, .

February,

March, .

April,

May,
June,

July,

August, .

September,

October, .

November,
December,

Visiting Committee:

Messrs. HOWE and MORTON.
MORTON and ELIOT.
ELIOT and FLINT.
FLINT and STORER.
STORER and JARVIS.
JARVIS and BARTLETT.
BARTLETT and CONGDON.
CONGDON and WASHBURN.
WASHBURN and ALLEN.
ALLEN and DENNY.
DENNY and GREEN.
GREEN and HOWE.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION, &c

The best age for admission is between nine and twelve years.

The institution is not intended for epileptic, nor for insane children ; nor

for those who are incurably hydrocephalic or paralytic. None such will

be retained, to the exclusion of more improvable subjects.

Children will be received upon trial for one month, at the end of which

time a report upon the case will be made to the parents.

Children must come well provided with plain, strong clothing ; and stout

shoes for walking in any weather. These must be renewed as often as is

necessary, at the expense of the applicants. Those who tear and destroy

their clothing must be provided with garments made expressly for them

;

and of such form and texture as not to be easily torn.

Sufficient surety will be required for the clothing of the pupils ; for

their board and care in vacation ; and for their removal whenever they

may be discharged.

The children of indigent parents in Massachusetts can secure gratui-

tous admission by application to the Governor.* For others, a small

charge will be made, proportionate to the means of the parents, and the

trouble and cost of treating; them.

Persons applying for the admission of children as beneficiaries of Mas-

sachusetts must fill out certain blanks, the form of which is as follows :

—

Form of Application for Beneficiaries in Massachusetts.

18 .

To His Excellency the Governor

:

—
Sir,—The undersigned, citizen of Massachusetts, and inhabitant of the

town of , respectfully represents that his son [or daughter] ,f

named , and aged years, is so deficient in intellect

that he cannot be taught in the common schools, as other youth are

;

and he therefore requests that your Excellency would recommend him
for admission as a pupil to the Massachusetts School for teaching and

training Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons, as a State beneficiary.

Respectfully yours, .

The application should be accompanied by two certificates, in the fol-

lowing form :

—

* The same applies to the other New England States.

f If a town pauper, the overseers of the poor may apply as for their ward-

3



18 SCHOOL FOR IDIOTS. [Oct.

I.

I, , one of the selectmen of the town of , hereby

certify that, in my opinion, is not wealtlry, and could not well

afford to pay f300 per year for the instruction of at the School

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons.

(Signed), .

II.

I, , citizen of Massachusetts, physician, and practitioner in

the town of , hereby certify that I have examined

and find that he is not insane, but is so deficient in mental ability that he

cannot be taught in the common schools, as others of his age are.

His bodily health is , and he has no cutaneous or contagious

disorder.

(Signed), .

N. B. The physician is earnestly requested to state, in writing, his

opinion of the cause of the person's mental deficiency ; to state whether

he is or has been epileptic ; also to mention any organic or functional

peculiarity that he may have observed. It may be greatly for the advan-

tage of the person, that the physician should send in writing a full and
minute account of the case, with his own thoughts and suggestions in

regard to it.

If the applicant is admitted as a beneficiary, he must be provided with

a paper signed by two responsible persons, in form of a guaranty for

removal, as follows :

—

We, the undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, and householders in

the town of , respectfully pledge ourselves that, should

be received into the Massachusetts School for teaching and training

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, he shall be kept properly supplied with

decent clothing, that he shall be removed during vacations (if his remov-

al be required), and that, whenever he shall be discharged, he shall be

removed at once, and the institution relieved fronji all responsibility for

his support.

(Signed), .

For private pupils the following bond is required to be signed by two

responsible persons, one of whom must be known to the trustees :-—

In consideration of being admitted a pupil into the

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, at our request,

we, the undersigned, jointly and severally promise the said School to pay

the Superintendent thereof, at said School, quarterly in advance, on the

first days of January, April, July and October, the rate of board and tui-

tion .which may from time to time be determined by the Trustees of said
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School for said pupil, to provide or pay for all requisite clothing and

other things necessary or proper for the health and comfort of said pupil,

to pay for all proper expenses incurred for the return of said pupil to the

School in case of elopement, to pay for support of said pupil in vacation,

to remove, said pupil when discharged, to reimburse funeral expenses in

case of death, and if removed against the advice and consent of the

Superintendent before the expiration of three calendar months, to pay

board for thirteen weeks.

For further particulars, address Dr. S. G. Howe, 20 Bromfield Street,

Boston.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED

By the Parents or Friends of the Applicants for Admission to the School.

1. What is the applicant's name and age ?

2. Where was he [or she] born ?

3. Was the birth at the full period of gestation ?

4. Were there any extraordinary circumstances attendant upon the

delivery ? If so, describe them.

5. What has been the general health and bodily condition of the

applicant ?

6. At what period was it first observed that there was anything peculiar

about the applicant ?

7. Has there been observed, at any time since birth, anything peculiar

in the shape or condition of the head ?

8. Does the head now differ in shape or condition from the head of an
ordinary person of the same age ?

9. What is now the general health of the applicant ?

10. Is he [or she] now subject, or has he [or she] ever been subject to

epilepsy, or fits of any kind ?

11. Describe the fits, if any?

12. What is now the applicant's weight ?

13. What is now the applicant's height ?

14. Is there any infirmity of body, or any striking peculiarity ?

15. How is the appetite for food and drink?

16. Is the applicant active and vigorous ? Does he [or she] run about

and notice things, or the contrary ?

17. What is the state of the sense of sight ? Is the eye bright or dull ?

18. What is the state of the sense of hearing ? Is it quick or sluggish ?

19. Does the applicant show any sensibility to musical sounds?

20. What is the state of the sense of smell ?

21. What is the state of the sense of taste? Is he [or she] particular

about what he [or she] eats ? or will he [or she] swallow things without

regard to taste ?

\
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22. Is he [or she] gluttonous ?

23. What are the habits with regard to personal cleanliness ?

24. Can he [or she] talk ?—that is, make a regular sentence, containing

nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, &c. ?

25. Does he [or she] use understanding^ such words as or and if 7

26. Please give several specimens of the mode of talking, andjbe care-

ful to put clown the words exactly as he [or she] uses them.

27. Can he [or she] dress and undress without help ?

28. Can he [or she] feed without help ?

29. Does he [or she] use a spoon, or knife and fork ?

30. Can he [or she] tie his [or her] shoe-string in a regular knot ?

31. Can he [or she] do any work ? and what kind ?

32. What are his [or her] personal habits ?

33. Does he [or she] hide, break or destroy things ?

34. Does he [or she] get up in the night, and wander about ?

35. Is he [or she] obedient ?

36. Does he [or she] come when called ?

37. Does he [or she] go astray ?

38. Is he [or she] passionate ?

39. Is he [or she] given to self-abuse or masturbation ?

40. Has there been such watchfulness, that you can be sure the appli-

cant is free from all habits of self-pollution ?

41. Please state any facts that may show the peculiar character of the

applicant.

42. Of what country was the father of the applicant a native ?

43. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father ?

Was he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary ?

44. Was the father of the applicant scrofulous, or wa^ he subject to fits ?

45. Were all his senses perfect ?

46. Was he always a temperate man ?

47. About how old was he when the applicant was born ?

48. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of the

applicant ?—that is, were any of the grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts,

brothers, sisters or cousins, blind, deaf or insane, or afflicted with any

infirmity of body or mind ?

49. If dead, at what age did the father die, and of what disorder ?

50. Where was the mother of the applicant born ?

51. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the appli-

cant ?—strong and healthy, or the contrary ?

52. Was she scrofulous, or ever subject to fits ?

53. Were all her senses perfect ?

54. Was she always a temperate woman ?

55. About how old was she when the applicant was born ?

56. How many children had she before the applicant was born ?

57. Was there anything peculiar in the bodily or mental condition of

the other children ?

58. What was the state of the mother's health during the time she was
pregnant with the applicant ?
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59. Was she subject to any bodily infirmity or severe sickness, or to any

extraordinary mental emotion or fright, great sorrow, or the like ?

60. Was she related by blood to her husband ? If so, in what degree

—

first, second or third cousins ?

61. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder?

62. Was there any known peculiarity in her family ?—that is, were any

of her grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children or

cousins, either blind or deaf, or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity of

body or mind ?

63. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate rela-

tives of the applicant ?

6±. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and educa-

tion of the applicant ?

•65. What are the names of the father and mother ?

66. What is the post-office address of the parents or other responsible

friends ?
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ACTS AND KESOLVES CONCERNING IDIOT SCHOOL.

1848.

Resolves, chap. 65. Appropriates $2,500 annually, for three years, for

the purpose of training and teaching the idiotic children to be selected by
the Governor and Council

;
provided an arrangement can be made with

any suitable institution now patronized by the Commonwealth for char-

itable purposes, and that said appropriation shall not be a charge upon
the school fund. The trustees of said institution to render an annual

account of expenses of said idiots, and the authorities of towns and cities

to be required to furnish clothing to such of their pauper idiots as receive

the instruction here provided for.

[Under this Act the School was organized the same year, and carried

on in a wing of the Institution for the Blind, by Dr. Howe.]

1850.

Acts, chap. 150. Incorporation.

Sect. 1. Incorporates S. G. Howe, Samuel May and others, by the

name of the Massachusetts School for Idiots and Feeble-Minded Youth,

for the purpose of training such persons.

Sect. 2. Allows the corporation to hold real estate to the amount of

$100,000, and personal yielding $10,000 income. .

1851.

Resolves, chap. 44. That there be paid annually, out of the treasury

of the Commonwealth, to the treasurer of the Massachusetts School for

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, the sum of five thousand dollars, to be

devoted to teaching and training indigent idiotic children belonging to

this Commonwealth: provided, .that the board of trustees, having the

direction of the said institution, shall be composed of twelve persons,

four of whom shall be appointed by the Governor and Council : and pro-

vided, that the governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, president

of the senate, speaker of the house, and the two chaplains, shall consti-

tute a board of visitors, whose duty it shall be to visit and inspect the

said institution as often as they see fit ; to examine the by-laws and regu-

lations enacted by the corporation ; and, generally, to see that the object

of the said institution is carried into effect : and, provided, further, that

the said institution shall gratuitously receive and educate thirty idiotic

persons, to be designated by the governor : and, provided, further, that

other applicants, of proper age and condition, children of inhabitants of

this Commonwealth who are not wealthy, shall be received at a charge not
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exceeding the actual average cost of the inmates : and, provided, further

,

that the members of the legislature for the time being shall be ex officio

visitors of the institution, and have the privilege, during the sessions, of

inspecting the same ; and that the governor be authorized annually, to

draw his warrant for the sum of five thousand dollars, in four equal quar-

terly payments of one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars each, in

favor of the treasurer of the said school, whenever he shall have satisfac-

tory evidence that terms and conditions of the foregoing resolve have

been fulfilled.

1855.

Resolves, chap. 58. (May 15.) Appropriating $25,000 for building

purposes, provided the trustees raise an additional sum of $5,000, before

July 4th, for furnishing the building.

[This Resolve was passed over the Governor's objection.]

1857.

Resolves, chap. 108. Increasing the annual appropriation of $5,000 to

$7,500 for the current year.

1858.

Resolves, chap. 7. Like the preceding.

1859.

Resolves, chap. 17. Like the preceding, with the proviso that the in-

stitution receive fifteen State beneficiaries, additional to the thirty pro-

vided for by Resolve 44, 1851.

Resolves, chap. 34. Appropriating $4,000 to complete the south

building.

I860.

Resolves, ctiap. 61. Like chap. 17, Resolves of 1859.

1861.

Resolves, chap. 26. Increasing the annual appropriation of $5,000 to

$9,000, the institution to receive twenty-five State beneficiaries, and the

Governor and Council to appoint six of the trustees.

Also chap. 28. Appropriating $3,000 towards the debt incurred for

building.

1865.

Resolves, chap. 17. Allowing the trustees to fix the price for benefi-

ciaries, with reference, in each case, to the ability of the parties to con-

tribute towards support.

Also chap. 21, Appropriating $3,000 additional to meet the necessary

current expenses.

1866.

Resolves, chap. 34. Like the preceding.

1867.

Resolves, chap. 31. Appropriates $6,000 additional for current ex-

penses, and $7,000 to build an infirmary.
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1868.

Resolves, chap. 43. Appropriation for current expenses as last year,

and $9,000 more for the infirmary, work-shop, &c.

1869.

Resolves, chap. 9. Appropriates $7,500 additional for current expenses,

subject to the conditions of chap. 44, Resolves of 1851, and chap. 26, Re-

solves of 1861 ; also $5,000 to complete and furnish the infirmary, work-

shop, &c.
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BY-LAWS

Article I. Title.—The corporation shall be composed of the persons

named in " An Act to incorporate the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and

Feeble-Minded Youth ;
" of such persons as may be elected members by

ballot at any legal meeting ; and also of all such persons as shall pay the

sum of twenty-five dollars or upwards ; and of such persons as shall an-

nually pay the sum of five dollars.

Article II. Meetings.—There shall be an annual meeting of the cor-

poration on the first Thursday of October in every year, at which the fol-

lowing officers shall be chosen by ballot, namely :—A President, a Vice-

President, six Trustees, a Treasurer, and a Secretary, to serve until the

next annual meeting, or until others are chosen and qualified in their

stead : provided, however, that if, from any cause, the officers should not

be elected at the annual meeting, they may be elected, or any vacancy

filled, at any other meeting regularly notified for the purpose.

Article III. Notice of the annual meeting shall be given bythe sec-

retary, by sending a written or printed notice to each member of the

corporation, and by publication in one or more of the newspapers printed

in Boston, at least seven days previous to the day of meeting.

Article IV. The president, or in his absence, the vice-president, shall

preside at all meetings of the corporation ; and in the absence of both, a

president shall be chosen for the meeting.

Article V. The secretary shall call a special meeting of the corpora-

tion on the requisition of the board of trustees, or of any ten members of

the corporation—notice being given as for the annual meeting.

Article VI. Trustees.—The board shall be composed of six persons

chosen according to the second article, and of six persons appointed by
the governor and council of the State of Massachusetts as provided in the

Resolve passed by the legislature and approved March 21, 1861.

It shall be the duty of the board of trustees to meet once a quarter.

Three shall form a quorum for ordinary business, but a majority of the

whole shall be required for a quorum, at any meeting, to act upon the

transfer of real estate or other property. They shall have power to take

any measures, which they may deem expedient, for encouraging subscrip-

4
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tions, donations, and bequests to the corporation ; to take charge of all

the interests and concerns of the school ; to enter into and bind the cor-

poration by such compacts and engagements as they may deem advan-

tageous ; to make such rules and regulations for their own government

and that of the school, and not inconsistent with these by-laws, as may to

them appear reasonable and proper, subject, however, to be altered or

annulled by the corporation. They shall annually appoint a superintend-

ent, who shall nominate for their acceptance all necessary officers, assist-

ants and servants, with such compensation as they may deem proper.

They shall cause a fair record to be kept of all their doings, which shall

be laid before the corporation, at every meeting thereof; and at every

annual meeting, they shall make a report in writing on the treasurer's

accounts, and of the general state of the institution ; comprising a state-

ment of the number of the persons received into and discharged from the

same, the condition of the pupils, and an inventory of all the real and

personal estate of the corporation.

Article VII. Secretary.—It shall be the duty of the secretary to notify

and attend all meetings of the corporation, and the trustees, and to keep

a fair record of their doings, and to furnish the treasurer with a copy of

all votes of the corporation or of the trustees, respecting the payment of

money to be made by him.

Article VIII. Treasurer.—It shall be the duty of the treasurer to re-

ceive and have the custody of all moneys and securities belonging to the

corporation, which he shall keep and manage under the direction of the

trustees. He shall pay no moneys but by their order, or the order of the

committees, duly authorized. His books shall be open to the inspection

of the trustees. He shall make up his accounts to the first day of Octo-

ber, in each year, together with an inventory of all the real and personal

estate, and of the debts due to and from the corporation, and present the

same to the corporation at their annual meeting. He shall give such

bonds for the faithful discharge of his duties, as the trustees shall, from

time to time, require.

Article IX. Alterations.—These By-Laws may be altered at any an-

' nual meeting of the corporation, by vote of two-thirds of the members

present.
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EULES AND REGULATIONS.

Trustees.—A meeting of the trustees shall be held quarterly.

Quorum,.—The presence of three members shall constitute a quorum.

Visiting Committee.—Two of the trustees, taken in rotation, shall form

a committee, one at least of whom shall visit the institution each week,

during the space of two months. These shall be so arranged, that one

shall go out of and another go into the committee, at the beginning of

each month.

This committee shall examine the state of the institution ; the condition,

&c, of the pupils ; and of all the rooms in the establishment, and receive

and examine any report of the superintendent, and make a record of their

visit and impressions.

This committee may report on the state and condition of the institution

at any quarterly meeting of the trustees.

Auditors.—The trustees shall appoint annually two of their number as

auditors. They shall examine all the accounts of the institution and

treasurer. They shall aid the treasurer in the investment of any funds

belonging to the institution. And no money shall be paid out by the treas-

urer without their order.

Superintendent.—It shall be the duty of the superintendent to reside at,

and give his whole time to the service of, the institution.

He shall select and employ all subordinate officers, assistants, servants

of the institution, subject to the rejection of the trustees.

He shall have the general superintendence of the whole institution, and

have charge of all the pupils and direct and control all the persons there-

in, subject to the regulation of the trustees.

He shall regulate the diet, regimen, exercises and employments, and
the whole course of the education and training of the pupils.

He shall, from time to time, give to all persons employed in the institu-

tion such instructions as he shall deem best to carry into operation all the

rules and regulations of the same, and he shall cause such rules and
regulations to be strictly and faithfully executed.

He shall make a record of the name, age, and condition, parentage, and
probable cause of idiocy, or deficiency of each pupil, and of all the cir-

cumstances that may illustrate his or her condition, or character ; and
also keep a record, from time to time, of the progress of each one.
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He shall purchase fuel, provision, stores, and furniture, and shall be

responsible for the safe-keeping and expenditure thereof: provided, how-

ever, that if the trustees think it best to appoint a steward, he shall per-

form these duties with the concurrence of the superintendent.

He shall collect and receive all the moneys due from the pupils, and

deposit the same with the treasurer.

He shall keep a separate account with each one of the pupils, or with

the parents or guardians of such of the pupils as are not beneficiaries of

Massachusetts, charging them with all expenses of board, instruction,

&c, and with all the money expended for clothing and other necessaries,

or proper indulgences.

He shall make quarterly reports to the trustees of the condition of the

institution, and make such suggestions ' as he may think the interests of

institution require.

He shall prepare for the trustees and the corporation, an annual report,

in which he will show the history, progress, and condition of the institu-

tion, and the success of the attempts to educate and improve the idiotic

or feeble-minded youth.

The teachers, assistants and pupils, shall be under the immediate direc-

tion of the superintendent, and no orders shall be given to them except

through him.

No officer, assistant or pupil can absent himself from the institution

without the permission of the superintendent.

The hours for work, for exercise, for study, and for recreation, being

established by the superintendent, each teacher, assistant and pupil will

be expected to conform strictly to them.

Visitors.—Persons may visit the institution under such regulations as

the trustees and superintendent shall establish.

Tobacco.—The use of tobacco, either in smoking or otherwise, is pro-

hibited in the institution."

Beneficiaries.—Candidates for admission must be over six, and under

fourteen years of age.

'

Beneficiaries must produce a certificate from the selectmen, or the over-

seers of the poor of their town, stating that their parents and immediate

relatives are unable to defray the expenses of their education.

They must be provided with suitable changes of raiment for winter and

summer, and especially with thick shoes or boots.

The boys must have at least six good cotton shirts, and six pairs of

socks or stockings
; two coats or jackets, two pairs of trousers, two waist-

coats, and an overcoat, two pairs of shoes or boots, six pocket handker-

chiefs, and a good cap or hat.

The females must be provided with the same quantity of linen, and

with three gowns and dresses. The clothing must all be of good service-

able material.
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It must be renewed from time to time, as may be necessary—by the

parents ; anything more than common mending will not be done at the

expense of the institution.

All the articles of clothing must be marked with the name of the owner
—atfull length.

Pupils not Beneficiaries — Any suitable persons may be admitted to the

institution, on presenting to the superintendent sufficient evidence of their

fitness for it, on such terms as he or the standing committee shall deter-

mine, according to the responsibilities and difficulties in each case. Pay-

ments are to be made quarterly in advance, or sufficient security thereof

given.

Private pupils must be provided with at least two decent suits of cloth-

ing, and sufficient changes of garments of all kinds, for winter and also

for summer.

They will be required to observe strictly all the Rules and Regulations

of the institution. •




