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5 E 'etary.
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Commnntoealt^ of Ifessatlntsttts.

TRUSTEES' REPORT.

Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded,

Boston, Oct. 29, 1885.

To the Corporation

:

The Trustees submit the Annual Report of the

Institution for the year ending September 30, 1885.

Since the report to the Corporation is each year

subsequently transmitted to the legislature, for the

information of that ever-changing body, it is not

unusual to repeat therein much that has appeared in

previous reports, and to dwell upon matters which it

would be unnecessary to notice, were the report for

yourselves alone. Indeed, it is doubtful whether the

Trustees in making their annual report could do any-

thing that would further promote the interests of the

institution in their keeping than to cause Public

Document No. 28, of the year 1875, to be reprinted

each year for the use of the legislature, merely adding

the requisite statistical information. That document

contains the last report of our first superintendent,

Dr. Howe; and we know of no more beautiful and

encouraging chapter in the voluminous record of the
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educational and charitable works of the Common-

wealth. His final exhortation to the friends of the

institution to push forward the good work begun by

him, until it shall reach its highest degree of useful-

ness, brings ever to our minds the words of the Great

Teacher :
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of

the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto

me."

Knowing the honor and reverence in which the

memory of the chivalric philanthropist is held by the

citizens of the Commonwealth, and feeling that many

thinking men and women will take interest in that

which they shall learn interested him, and would fol-

low in a path known to have been opened by him,

we cannot forbear from here setting forth his last

written thoughts of that institution in which, of all

his good works, he took the most pride.

" The existence of the school," he writes, " was

owing to my efforts more than to those of any and all

other persons. For several years I worked almost

alone (aided by my friend Dr. Jarvis), and gave a

large part of my time to the service of the institution,

where I was in daily attendance, examined all candi-

dates for admission, engaged all its officers, etc. I

prescribed the diet and regimen, the rules and regu-

lations of the establishment, the discipline and exer-

cises in the school and gymnasium, and made all the

examinations in person. I kept the correspondence,

and ordered all expenses. I also travelled a good

deal in search of pupils. I visited other States and

brought before their legislators the plan of having

their idiotic children sent to our school, proper pay-
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meat therefor being provided. I incurred consider-

able expense in all this, .without remuneration, and it

was not until about seven years ago that I consented

to receive a nominal allowance for my travelling and

personal expenses. I spared no efforts to have this

institution included within the circle of State chari-

ties, and labored in season and out of season to bring

it up to its present condition of usefulness.

" But now my term is drawing towards its close.

The condition ofmy health, aggravated by the infirmi-

ties of old age, compels me to seek rest, and I pray

that you will relieve me of further care and anxiety

in regard to the school."

These words were written at the close of the school

year in 1875. At the close of the following year the

Trustees in their report officially announced the death

of the first superintendent. This year, nine years

later, it is our sad office to record the death of our

second superintendent, Dr. Edward Jarvis,— the lieu-

tenant of Dr. Howe in this charity, his friend and

co-operator in many others.

Dr. Jarvis died on the 31st of October, 1881:, the

day of our last annual meeting. He had been our

superintendent since the death of Dr. Howe, but owing

to his feeble health the position had been merely an

honorary one. To him, however, the school is more

deeply indebted than to any other person, with a sin-

gle exception. For thirty years he constantly gave

to it a large amount of time and labor, and was the

confidential adviser of teachers and managers; and

we have had but few pupils who have not become

familiar with his appearance, whatever may have been
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their original condition. Unhappy, indeed, has been

the conditionoftho.se who have not learned to recog-

nize him as a friend.

In 1839 an idiot came under the observation of Dr.

Howe at the Perkins Institution for the Blind. "With

body hardly superior to mind, blind, unable to walk,

nearly paralytic, even this fragment of humanity was

not without his good fortune. He fell into good

hands. The attempt was made to better his condi-

tion, and after some time he was found to be greatly

improved in every respect. Then two other blind

and idiotic children were treated at the same estab-

lishment with considerable success. Dr. Howe in-

ferred that if so much could be done for idiots who

were blind, more could be done for those who were

not blind. The amelioration of the condition of idiots

became his constant study. The sympathy of many

Mends was enlisted in their cause. "Various plans for

the improvement of idiots as a class were proposed

and considered ; but it was finally determined that to

the State belonged the training and teaching of these

her unfortunate children. Xo exception, it was said,

should be made in this case. It was a strictly educa-

tional project, and from the beginning of her history

the first care of Massachusetts had been to educate

her children.

At this time, it must be remembered, the prejudice

against idiots in the community was great; perhaps,

however, no greater than in some parts of the coun-

try now.

In a Washington newspaper of the present month
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could be read the following item, purporting to be

copied from a North Carolina newspaper :
—

" One to whom life is not ivorth living.— There is

a strange case of idiocy in Randolph County (N. C.)

.

About five miles from Trinity College there lives

a man by the name of Jehu Hill, who is about 65

years old and was born an idiot. He has been

chained to a staple driven in the floor nearly the

whole of his life. At times he is very violent, and

were he to get loose he would doubtless kill any

person with whom he came in contact. It is said

that he takes large hickory sticks of wood out of the

fireplace and tears them in shreds with his teeth

and fingers. He can drink coffee boiling hot, and

eat food when it is as hot as fire can make it, appar-

ently without suffering any pain. Property enough

was left him by his father for his support."

We may doubt whether the chain of this man, so

shockingly treated, permits him to approach thus

near the fireplace, or whether a fire ever gives out

its warmth to him; and it may be that there is no

foundation for any part of the story. "We trust

there is not. But it is certain, that, forty years since,

the story in all its essential particulars would every-

where, without hesitation, have been taken to be true,

if related as a statement of the condition of some hu-

man being in any State of the Union, or in almost

any enlightened community in the world. The idiot

born in a Mohammedan country was more fortunate.

Mr. George Sumner, who took much interest in the

subject of the training and teaching of idiots, writing

from Paris in 1847, says that he has " been forced to
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recognize that the injunctions of Mohammed to treat

with kindness those on whom nature has forgot to

smile are better observed by his followers than are

the lessons of our Divine Master by those who pro-

fess and call themselves Christians." But till well

into this century, in all Christian lands, except parts

of France and Italy, where idiots are too numerous

to put out of sight, the unfortunate creatures were

shunned as disgusting and loathsome objects. Men

are not yet old who remember that here in New Eng-

land, even in Massachusetts, it was no uncommon

thing to keep an idiot, like a swine, in an outbuild-

ing, indulging in gluttony and grovelling in his own

filth. Some were a terror to the neighborhood.

Others were kept by their families in solitary con-

finement to hide the disgrace of the relationship.

Such being the prejudice in the community against

idiots, it was deemed necessary by Dr. ^Jowe and his

friends to move slowly, and it was not until after

many private deliberations that a public movement

was made. Soon after the legislature met in 184(3,

however, they caused an order to be offered in the

House of Representatives, for the appointment of a

committee to consider the expediency of appointing

commissioners to inquire into the condition of the

idiots of the Commonwealth, to ascertain their num-

ber, and whether anything could be done for their

relief and to report to the next General Court.

The order was passed unanimously and the com-

mittee was appointed, and subsequently, during the

same session, after appropriate legislation, Gov.

Briggs appointed a commission, consisting of Dr.
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Samuel G. Howe, chairman, Horatio Byington and

Oilman Kimball.

These commissioners sent circulars of inquiry to

every eity and town; but they found great difficulty

in obtaining accurate information and finally decided

to visit in person as many of the towns as they

could, and make personal inquiry and observation.

Dr. Howe and a trustworthy assistant visited 182

towns, containing at the previous census 392,580

inhabitants, and discovered 755 idiots. They care-

fully examined 574 of these idiots, and made a

record of their names, their physical, moral and men-

tal character and condition, their parentage, history,

and the probable causes of their disability, — all

which matters were embodied in the report submitted

to the legislature. Many other details were pub-

lished in the report; and information was set forth

that had been received from France, Switzerland and

Prussia, with regard to the treatment of idiots, and

the success that had been met with in the schools

recently established for their training, in those coun-

tries.

The commissioners were not ready to make their

final report until the session of 1848.

In this report, Dr. Howe says :
—

u It was probably the intention of the legislature to use the

word idiot in the popular and common sense. We have consid-

ered, therefore, all persons whose understanding is undeveloped,

or developed only "in a partial and very feeble degree, or who have

lost their understanding without becoming insane, to be proper

subjects for examination."
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In the present report we use the term idiot in the

same comprehensive sense.

The report of the preliminary commission, pre-

sented to the legislature in the session of 1848, was

referred to the Joint Committee on Public Institu-

tions, which committee thereafter made the report

which we give below. We give it in full, since it

clearly shows that the first legislature making an

appropriation for training and teaching idiots, adop-

ted the views which we have said were entertained

by Dr. Howe and his associates, when it was finally

determined to resort to the legislature for aid; viz.,

that the training and teaching of idiots is a part of

the educational system of the Commonwealth. Not-

withstanding the depressed condition of these children,

they are as much entitled to instruction as their

brighter and more fortunate fellows.

This report of the Joint Committee is as fol-

lows :
—

"That common observation, the official report of the various

town officers, and the research of commissioners appointed for the

special purpose, all concur in showing that there is a large number

of idiotic persons in the Commonwealth, who live in a state of

brutish ignorance, idleness and degradation, and go down to the

grave like the brutes that perish, without a ray of religious, moral,

intellectual light ; and experience has shown that, where such per-

sons are taken at a proper age, they may be trained to habits of

decenc}r

, industry and sobriety, and lifted up from the slough of

mere animal existence, to the platform of humanity ; and the State

admits the claims of every one of its children to a share in the com-

mon blessings of education, and provides it by special enactments

and at great expense, for those who cannot be taught in common

schools, such as the blind and mutes ; and idiots, the most helpless

and wretched of all, are most in need of skilful instruction ; and
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tli at religion and humanity demand that a fair trial should be '

of their capacity for improvement. Under these considerations,

your Committee ask leave to report the accompanying Resolves."

These are noble words:

" The State admits the claims of every one of its

children to a share in the common blessings of edu-

cation." This has ever been a fundamental principle

in our government. Among the papers before the

committee making this report and the legislature

passing the accompanying resolves was the letter,

before cited, from Mr. George Sumner to Dr. Howe.

Mr. Sumner said: —

" You will see how it would be easy to enlarge upon this sketch,

but I trust what I have already written will be sufficient to con-

vince even the most incredulous, that there is nothing either vision-

ary or impracticable in the attempt to raise this unfortunate class

of our fellow beings, from the state of miseiy and degradation to

which they have hitherto been condemned, in all ages and in every

land. For other nations, the education of the deaf, the blind, the

infirm in intellect, may be regarded as a philanthropic provision,

or as a compliment to civilization
; for republics, it is an impera-

tive duty,— the necessary result of the principle upon which they are

founded, and by which they are sustained, — the principle of Justice

that accords to every one, not as a privilege but as a right, the full

development of all his faculties."

By the resolves accompanying the report just

quoted, and afterwards passed, the legislature, in the

session of 1848, made an annual appropriation for

three years, to be devoted to an experimental school

for testing the capacity of idiots for improvement.

The trustees of the Perkins Institution for the Blind

gave up a wing of their building to the cause, and
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assumed the responsibility for the expenditure of the

money: and Dr. Howe conducted the experiment,, in

which twenty-eight children were taught, all boys.

Of these, at first, four could not sit erect, seven had

very imperfect use of their limbs, and six had been

subject to fits. Not more than half were sound in

limb and in crood bodilv health. Eighteen were dumb,

or only used a few detached words in an interjectional

sense: twenty-two could not dress themselves; seven-

teen were filthy in their habits.

This would be an excessively bad average condition

for any successive twenty-eight children since re-

ceived at the school; but the experiment was success-

ful. The experimental school was opened in October,

1848. After it had been in progress a few months,

while there were as yet but nine pupils, Dr. Jarvis

wrote :
—

•• Although nothing iecisive as to the extent of the power or the

capacity of idiots can be inferred from this small experiment, and

the short time during which these few have been under discipline

and instruction, yet enough has been done to show that even these

stupid and apparently unimpressible children can be roused and

taught and influenced.

" To form any proper notion of their progress it is necessary to

know their condition when they came to the school. One boy of

brought from a poorhouse. where he had always worn

_en's clothes. He is now dressed as other boys are, and e:

new garments, and uses them as properly as they do. He

could not go up or down two steps without getting upon his hands

and knees ; now he walks up and down, though with some hesitancy,

e common manner. Five of these boys had no control of their

urinal or alvine evacuations ; now they control them during the day,

an1 mostly during the night. They could not be trusted to feed

then. ould steal food from the kitchen or elsewhere,
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and one would devour the offal that was set aside for the swine.

Now, they all eat as other boys, under the supervision of their

teachers, who determine the quantity of their food. One who had

no use of his feet, can now walk with assistance. "Within the first

month, one boy of nine years learned to throw wood from the ground

on a pile, and another made still farther progress, and learned to

pile it straight, laying the sticks parallel with each other. They

learned to climb a ladder on the under side, with their hands and

feet, and when they reach the top, they can turn around one of the

rails to the other side, and return by the upper surface. They

could not walk on either side of the ladder when they entered the

school in October.

" They had no conception of numbers, or of the size or form of

objects. Now some of them can count as far as six or seven : they

understand the difference between a square and round object, and

will select a quart or a peck or other measures, when asked to do

so.

" In their whole appearance and manner there is more of self-

respect and intelligence and activity ; and one cannot fail to observe

the very great difference in the expression of their countenance,

when comparing their daguerreotype-likenesses, which were taken

when they entered, with their faces as they now appear.

• It will not be suspected that we make these statements as proofs

of great, success or progress, but only to show that the beginning

of the experiment offers sufficient encouragement for perseverance
;

that the idiot's mind is not entirely blank ; and that he is not, like

the brutes, immovably fixed in the present low rank, and irrecover-

ably doomed to remain there in darkness and degradation forever."

In 1851, somewhat before the end of the three

years, the Joint Committee on Public Charitable Insti-

tutions of that year visited the school. In the mean-

time our institution had been incorporated, and the

report of the committee is important as showing the

early relations assumed by the State to the Corpora-

tion.
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It assures us again, moreover, that our school was

immediately recognized by the legislature as belong-

to the educational system of the Commonweath. It

matters not that this report and the preceding

report already quoted were made by the Committee

on Public Charitable Institutions, rather than by the

Committee on Education.

Naturally enough, the condition of these most

pitiable objects was first referred to the committee

representing in name that sentiment, in the hearts of

legislators and in the hearts of the people, that beareth

all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, that

never faileth, that is kind.

The report concluded as follows :
—

" Your Committee have visited this school and been highly

gratified by what they saw ; the experiment seems to have

succeeded entirely. The capacity of this unfortunate class for

improvement seems to be proved beyond question. The school,

however, must be abandoned, unless adopted by the legislature

and put upon a permanent footing. Meantime, an institution has

been regularly incorporated under the name of the ' Massachusetts

School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,' and the Corporation

is composed chiefly of persons who have been connected with the

Institution for the Blind, while the experiment for training idiots

was going on in that establishment.

" Your Committee, in view of all these facts, and considering

that there are, and in the natural course of events must, for many

generations, continue to be, in the Commonwealth, a large number

of idiotic persons who are cut off by their infirmity from a share in

the blessings of education, and whose condition is made still more

unhappj7 and wretched by being left in ignorance and idleness, and

all their consequent vices ; and considering that it has been satis-

factorily shown that such persons are not without capacit}' for

improvement, but on the contrary, can be trained to habits of
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decency, order, sobriety and industry, and even taught the rudi-

ments of knowledge ; in a word, that the}- can be raised up from a

level with brutes to a humble place upon the platform of humanity ;

and, considering that other classes of the unfortunates, who can be

taught, have had special provision made for their education, there-

fore, your Committee respectfully submit the accompanying Re-

solves."

These resolves appropriated and provided for the

payment to the Massachusetts School for Teaching

and Training Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,

which, as appears in the Committee's report just

quoted, had been incorporated, the sum of five thou-

sand dollars, to be devoted to teaching and training

indigent idiotic children belonging to the Common-

wealth, on certain conditions; among others, on

condition that the institution shall gratuitously re-

ceive and educate thirty idiotic persons to be desig-

nated by the governor; "that other children of

inhabitants of the Commonwealth, who are not

wealthy, shall be received at a charge not exceeding

the average actual charge of the inmates;'' and

" that the Board of Trustees having the direction of

the said institution shall be composed of twelve per-

sons, four of whom shall be appointed by the gover-

nor and council.''

The school was now upon a secure foundation, but

that it should have every advantage at the start, Dr.

Edward Seguin of Paris, who had been at the head of

the first public institution organized in France for

the instruction of idiotic youth, and was the highest

authority in such matters in Europe, was induced to

come to America and take charge of the school Ions."
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enough to organize the classes and introduce his

method of training. He remained about two months,

in the early part of 1852. A separate building was

this year rented for the school in South Boston.

Both sexes were admitted, whereas the experimental

school had been conducted with boys alone as pupils.

In 1857, the school was moved to its present

location, and thereafter, for more than twenty years,

the history of any one year did not vary substantially

from the history of any other. From time to time,

through the generosity of the State, our buildings were

enlarged and also increased in number, the annual

appropriations by the legislature were increased, and

we took charge of more and more inmates. In 1851,

we had abont 40 inmates; in 1861, about 60; 1871,

a little over 100; in 1£81, we had 120; and now, in

1885, we have 140. And in this connection we

should add, that during the past year we have had,

as more fully appears in the Superintendent's report

presented herewith, 96 applications for admission,

but have been able to receive only 23 new inmates.

The story of a day written more than a score of

years ago remained the story of any day for twenty

years, and is the story of a day now, except so far as

children of the lowest grades "are concerned. All

these years there have been at the institution vary-

ing numbers of children who have risen every morning

and gone to their bath-rooms and there been made

scrupulously clean and been tidily dressed. Then

they have marched in order to their morning devo-

tions, that they might catch something, at least, of

the spirit of prayer. Then they have sat down quietly
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at a neat table and eaten with propriety their simple

food. Next, they have gone to the school-room,

where they have tried hard to master some simple

knowledge, or catch the melody of a tune; then to

the gymnasium, where half an hour or more has been

spent, not only in developing muscular strength, but

in exercising and strengthening some of the mental

faculties; or they have gone to the playground, to

walk and run about and play in the open air. Then

some have returned to the school-room, while others

have gone to the workshop, where many have

acquired habits of order, attention and industry.

Then has followed the peaceful noonday meal,

an afternoon not unlike the morning, and the day

has closed soon after the simple supper. Thus their

days have glided away, peacefully and happily, if not

with great improvement, at least without the fearful

tendency to brutishness so common with idiots, and

without having their passions aroused and strength-

ened either by strife among themselves or contention

with those who have the care of them.

No substantial departure has been made from the

method of instruction introduced by Dr. Seguin,

which consisted chiefly in the adaptation of the

principles of physiology, through physiological means

and instruments, to the development of the dynamic,

perceptive, reflective and spontaneous function of

the children submitted to treatment. But our teach-

ers have not been unmindful of the importance of

moral training; for without moral training education

of the intellect would only render imbeciles more

mischievous and cunning.
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A late English writer, Dr. Bucknill, tells us that

the happiness of the idiot is affected, " first by teach-

ing him the use of his senses and of his muscles; by

teaching him to speak and, as far as may be, to con-

verse; by teaching him to sit, to stand, to walk and

to play; then by teaching him to love and to trust,

and not to hate and to fear; by replacing dull inan-

ity or sullen moroseness with sociable attachment to

others; by training and framing all the conditions of

mind, however imperfect body and mind may be,

towards wholesome, useful and agreeable activities

in the place of chill and torpid inertness, or the dull

ache of helpless discomfort; to bring him from where

he lay,

' Remote, unfriended, melancholy, slow,'

somewhat within' the circle of bright and active

human life and affection."

In 1881 the Trustees, urged by a minority of their

number, opened a ward for the care of idiots that

are commonly called unimprovables, although strictly

speaking we believe there is no organized being that

is unsusceptible of improvement. It was felt by

some that limited funds might best be expended in

hiding from everyday view the most revolting and

disgusting cases of idiocy; besides, we all believed

that ultimately the State would feel compelled to

open an asylum in addition to the school, and

thought it well to keep before the public an example

of what might be done in the worst cases. Subse-

quent legislation, to which we shall presently allude,

has since driven us to open still another ward for the
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most inferior class of idiots. Indeed, the character

of our institution is rapidly changing from that of a

school to that of an asylum.

This change we all regret, and none more than

the minority before mentioned. "We do not do well

to depart from the coarse finally determined upon by

Dr. Howe after long experience. It had become

the custom to receive and educate, with the limited

funds at our disposal, idiots of a higher to the ex-

clusion of those of a lower grade.

A little reflection will show that this is the proper

course.

The idiot of the higher class, the one who is merely

a simpleton, and is capable of receiving moral and

intellectual training to a very considerable extent, is

much more calculated to do harm and mischief in

the community than one who walks not at all or

walks with difficulty; one whose constant occupation

and only apparent pleasure is to sit all day on the

floor and swing the upper part of his body backward

and forward like an inverted pendulum; moreover it

is a part of any government polity to assist the

producer rather than the non-producer. Our trained

simpleton may not be self-supporting, but if he earn

part of a loaf it is better than no loaf at all; and

when trained he will require but little watching on

the part of those who must abandon remunerative

labor for the purpose; whereas, if not trained, he will

require the valuable time of others, even more than

the most helpless dolt.

We still believe, however, that it is the duty of

the State to provide for the amelioration of the con-
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dition of all its idiots, and that, eventually, one or

more asylums will be opened in addition to the

school.

In 1881, also, the accommodations and scope of

the institution were increased by the purchase of a

farm in a beautiful and healthy location, partly in

Medfield and partly in Dover, about two miles from

Medfield village. Training to farm labor is every-

where recognized as a desirable or even essential

feature in the course of instruction at institutions

for idiots. Our trial in this direction, taking the

four years together, has satisfied us that we did well

to make the purchase.

Most of the boys sent to the farm have been boys

who have had considerable instruction and training

at the school, and whom, did we not possess the

farm, we should have been obliged to discharge.

On the farm they have learned to work and that

they must work. And to work, before idiots go out

into the world, should become with them a habit, so

far as is possible ; and it seems that the routine of

farm labor is that to which they most easily become

accustomed.

We must not raise too high the expectations of

parents who send their defective children to us, nor

must the community in general be led to believe

that we can make producing or self-sustaining citi-

zens of our pupils. With an occasional exception

it would require too many years to teach the best of

them a trade that, in these days of machinery and

division of labor, would bring them a living. And
even upon farms and in household labor only about
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twenty per cent, of the graduates of institutions of

this character can to any considerable degree be

made self-supporting, and that only when the idiots

are already of the higher grades at the time they

enter the school.

Having the farm we can keep the larger boys for

a year or two longer than we otherwise could with

safety in the mixed school at South Boston.

In these reports the Trustees have frequently called

attention to the necessity for making provision for

the protection of adult female idiots. The danger

of their becoming the victims of the lust of profli-

gate men is too apparent to require more than mere

mention. Not only should the imbecile woman be

protected for her own sake, but we must guard

against the curse of her offspring. Idiocy and

imbecility depend to a large degree upon hereditary

and pre-natal causes.

In 1883 an act was passed by the legislature

which, as has already appeared by this report, has

radically changed the character of our school. We
are now a pauper institution. Section 3 of chap-

ter 239 of the Acts of 1883 provides as follows :
—

"From and after the first day of January, in the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-four, the charges for the support of pupils and

other inmates of said Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded

shall be paid quarterly, as follows : — For those having known

settlements, either b}7 persons bound to pay, or by the place in

which such pupils or inmates had their settlement at the time of

their admission, unless other sufficient security is taken, to the

satisfaction of the trustees, for such support ; for idiots not having

known settlements in this Commonwealth the charges shall be

paid by the Commonwealth, and the same rnay afterwards be
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recovered b}r the treasurer of the Commonwealth, of the idiots

themselves, if of sufficient ability to [jay the same, or of any

person or kindred bound hy law to maintain them, or of the place

of their settlement."

This was followed by the act of 1884, in which it

was enacted, as follows :
—

" Whoever applies for the commitment or for the admission of a

pupil or an idiot to the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-

Minded, under the provisions of chapter two hundred and thirt}
1-

nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-three,

shall first give notice in writing to the maj'or, or one or more of

the selectmen of the place where the pupil or idiot resides, of his

intention to make such application ; and satisfactory evidence

that such notice has been given shallbe produced to the judge in

cases of commitment."

The result of this legislation has been that the

idiotic children of the class of our fellow citizens who,

at best,
" Toil along the climbing way

With painful steps and slow,"

but who have too much self-respect to ask alms, even

for the little one whose* condition they know can be

ameliorated only by scientific treatment not at their

command, and by no amount of care lavished upon it

at home that they have time and means to bestow,

are no longer brought to us. The parents dread to

be called beggars and paupers. They are not will-

ing to see their own names published, in the annual

reports of the town officers, as the recipients of the

alms of their fellow townsmen; and so they will

struggle on until, perhaps, under the additional and
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increasing weight of their sad burden, they finally

succumb, and both parents and children are taken to

the poorliou.se.

Our new-comers are apt to be the children of those

who themselves have lost all self-respect. When,

finally, they shall return to their degraded homes, they

must inevitably fall back to their old condition;

whereas, heretofore, many a poor mother's heart has

been gladdened by the return to her humble home of

a well-behaved child, who thereafter is to be her con-

stant companion and to no little extent an assistant

in her household work.

Then, too, the selectmen and overseers of the poor

in some of the towns are reluctant to pay to us our

charges, for the support and education of such pupils

and inmates as have a legal settlement with them.

They can furnish the necessary amount of food them-

selves at less cost; and they are unwilling to pay for

schooling.

The town which places its feeble-minded youth, in

its almshouse, not only refuses to improve them but

deliberately places them where they will become more

degraded. An idiot in an almshouse does harm to

other children, who are his fellow inmates, and is him-

self exposed to cruelty in an intensified degree.

The following remarks by Mr. W. J. Baxter of

Michigan, at the National Conference of Charities

held at St. Louis in 1884, are to the point. Speaking

of his own State, he said:

" In the absence of any State provision for the care of idiots and

feeble-minded, nearly eveiy poorhonse in the State, and some of

the jails, have more or less of this helpless and troublesome class.
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The}7 are a source of great care and anxiety to keepers, a degrading

and demoralizing element among other paupers, and are often neg-

lected and become loathsome and pitiable spectacles."

The recent legislation was, as we believe, a back-

ward step. If we shall induce the legislature of the

coming year to agree with us in this opinion, this

lengthy report will not have been written in vain.

The most that can be said of what the State is now

doing for The Massachusetts School for the Feeble-

Minded, is that, its annual cost is less to the Stale by

several thousand dollars!

The labors of our co-workers in this cause in Illi-

nois are thus commented upon in the report of the

Board of Charities of that State for 1882:

" Suppose one-half of the idiots in the State to be under twenty-

one years of age, how many of this two thousand is the State under

obligation to educate, or at least to give such training as they are

capable of receiving with profit to themselves? If no amount of

training will make them capable of self-direction and of earning a

livelihood when removed from the care and oversight of the agents

appointed by the State, then of what advantage to the State— we

do not say to the idiots— is this training? These are questions

which have not }
Tet been answered to our satisfaction ; but upon

the answer to be given to them depends the action to be taken in

the matter of enlarged facilities for the care and custody of idiots

upon the part of the State."

Let us hope that such sentiment will find no lodge-

ment in the hearts of the people of Massachusetts.

We do not believe that such is the feeling, in regard

to idiots, of the people of the magnificent Prairie

State. We know that in some of the States the good

work has been carried further than here in Massa-

chusetts.
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Indeed, having set the example to the other States,

this review of our own labor would oot be complete

without passing mention of what has been done else-

where in the country.

When this institution was established no other

public institution of the kind existed in the United

States. ~N"ew York followed our example in 1851;

next came Pennsylvania in 1^53; Ohio in 1857.

Connecticut has now her school for idiots; and so

have Kentucky, Illinois, Kansas and Minnesota.

Some of these States have reared institutions on a

grand scale. Compared with their extensive build-

ings and hundreds of acres of grounds, our little

establishment at South Boston seems almost as far

removed as do the humble homes which most of our

children leave to come to us.

The 14.0 inmates of our institution are only about

a twentieth part of the idiots now cared for in similar

institutions in the United States. Ohio alone edu-

cates over five hundred. And New York and Penn-

sylvania arc not far behind in numbers. The

country no longer looks to the East for light and

instruction. We ourselves may get useful informa-

tion in the West. The names of Wilbur, Doren,

Kerlin and Greene, past or present superintendents

of these great institutions of other States, are among

the highest authorities that can be quoted in matters

relating to idiots. And we may learn that in nearly

all the States outside of Massachusetts that make

provision for idiots, the work is regarded as educa-

tional in the highest degree.

" The design and objects of the asylum," say the
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by-laws of the New York State Idiot Asylum, " as

established by the action of the legislature, are not

of a custodial character, but to furnish the means of

education to that portion of the youth of the State

not provided for in any of its other educational insti-

tutions."

In the circular of the Ohio Institute for Feeble-

Mindcd Youth we may read:—

"Its object is to furnish special means of instruction to that

portion of our youth who are so deficient in mind, or have such

marked peculiarities and eccentricities of intellect, as to deprive

them of the benefits of other educational institutions and ordinary

methods of instruction."

The preamble to the act of the General Assembly

creating the Ohio School is as follows :
—

" Whereas, The State has recognized the education of its youth

as a duty incumbent upon the State, and has provided, for those

who are not susceptible of improvement in common schools, modes

of instruction adapted to their wants and capabilities ; and whereas,

it appears, by the report of the Secretary of State, that there are a

large number of idiotic youth resident within its borders, who are

incapable of improvement in ordinary public or private schools,

who are a burden to their friends and to the community, objects of

commiseration, degraded and helpless; and whereas, experience

has satisfactorily demonstrated that, under the system of instruc-

tion adopted in schools for idiots in other States and in Europe,

these 3'ouths ma}T be elevated, their habits corrected, and their

health and morals greatly improved, and the}- be enabled to ob-

tain their own support ; now, therefore, in the discharge of the

duty of the State, to educate its weak and helpless children, as

well as the gifted and strong, and to elevate a hitherto neglected

class : Be it enacted," etc., etc.
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In Ohio, the entire expense of the School for

Feeble-Minded Youth is defrayed by the State. In

1883, the amount expended was $101,077.68; an ex-

pense per capita of $168.70.

But once more, and finally, let us quote the words

of our own Dr. Howe regarding the theory upon

which these institutions should be founded and con-

ducted. He would have them depend on three great

truths: one taught by Nature, one by Political

Science, and one by Christ. At the laying of the

corner-stone of the Philadelphia Training School at

Media, in 1857, he said:—

" Nature teaches this great truth,— every organized being may

be greatly modified by external influences in its earl}" periods of

life. Human beings are especially subject to this law ; and idiots

are human.

"Political Science teaches a second great truth,— the public

should provide means for instruction to every child not otherwise

provided for.

" He who bade the little children come unto him, teaches a

third great truth,— not alone the ten and five talents are to be

multiplied, but even the one poor humble one must be cherished

and increased."

Should the legislature restore our school to its

former place among the educational institutions of

the State, the teachers employed in the common

schools need not be ashamed of their company.

They may profit much by acquainting themselves

with the course pursued in teaching children of feeble

intellect.

In Prussia, students in Normal Schools have a
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regular course of study in regard to methods pur-

sued in training and educating the blind, deaf-mines

and the feeble-minded. Our school should be open,

that other teaehers may learn of us. Xo one can sit

through a single school session in any one of our

school-rooms and observe the patience, the gentle-

ness, the skill of the teacher, the quick intelligence

with which she perceives the first spark of intellect,

the care with which she keeps it alive, and not learn

much that will be of avail in teaching a healthy

child.

Surely " to teach an idiot, who, to begin with,.

cannot walk, crams his food into his mouth with his

hands, and bolts it. usino- his teeth mainlv to bite

viciously any one who comes near him, who never

puts on clothes or takes them off except by tearing

them, who has no more cleanliness and decency in

his natural habits than an animal living in the fields,

and incomparably less, therefore, than a dog or a eat,

which respects the cleanliness of the house; to teach

b _h an idiot to walk, to work and to play, to dig

with a spade, or to kick a football, to feed himself

with a knife and fork, to dress and undress himself,

to wash, and behave in a cleanly and decent manner,

to kiss his companion instead of biting him, to have

the use even of a few words which he articulates and

understands, even if he should not be able to read

well, or to write a fair copy"— to teach an idiot all

this, requires as much of the teacher's art as to take

a normal child through the rule of three.

5 tislics relating to the present condition of the
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institution and its financial resources will be found

in the accompanying reports of the .Superintendent

and Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,

ELISHA S. CONVERSE,
JOHN" CDMMENGS,
J. S. DAME ELL.

SAMUEL ELIOT.

SAMUEL A. GREEN,
CHARLES D. HOMANS
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
BENJAMIN E. SPINNEY,
TV. W. SWANJ
GEORGE G. TARBELL.
JAMES M. TROTTER,

JOHN" D. WASHBURN,
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.

For the Year ending September 30, 1885.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded.

Gentlemen : — I herewith present to you the

following report for the year ending September 30,

1885 :

—

Number of pupils present September 30, 1884, .... 142

(Boys, 92
;

girls, 50.)

Number of pupils present September 30, 1885, .... 140

(Boys, 80
;

girls, 60.)

Admitted during the year, 37

Discharged during the year, 39

Average number present during the year, 144

Private pupils now present, 5

Supported by the State, 61

Supported by cities and towns, 61

Beneficiaries of other New England States, 13

Of the thirty-nine discharged, four died, two were

epileptic, two were too ill to profit by teaching, nine

were unimprovable, eleven were removed by over-

seers of the poor, or by parents to prevent pauper-

ism, and the remaining eleven were taken home by

parents for other reasons.

Of the entire number, ten were discharged in an

improved condition, and twelve more were very

much improved, compared with their condition on

entering the school.
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There have been, during- the year, ninety-six appli-

cations for admission, of which number twenty-three

have been admitted, four were declined because of

epilepsy, two from out of the State were referred to

other institutions, twenty have withdrawn without

giving reasons, and twenty-two have withdrawn

because either there being no room they could not

wait, or being unsuitable cases for school they have

been indefinitely postponed, the asylum department

being already too full. The remaining twenty-four

await admission, although a few have been provided

for since the close of the school year.

During the first half of the year the health of the

pupils was unusually good ; but in April measles

appeared, together with a few cases of simple fever,

also one fatal case of pneumonia. In August and

September a few were ill with intestinal disorders

and a mild form of fever, typhoid in character, and

there were four cases of dysentery, two of which

were fatal. During these two months we experi-

enced a good deal of discomfort in the care of our

sick, for the lack of sufficient hospital accommoda-

tions.

The present classification of pupils is the best we

have ever had, but the want of more room is sadly

felt. All that was said about the growth of the

asylum department in the last annual report is still

true ; and the need for such accommodations is still

more imperative. The room now used at the school

for custodial wards is needed for improvable child-

ren, and would soon be filled by such cases if vacant.

By the changes made during the year we now have
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one custodial ward for boys, and one for girls. This

has left our school-rooms much freer for good work,

and two of them especially are now in a flourishing

condition, while a third is coming to be so. But a

room more distinctly for training is needed for new-

comers and obstinate pupils, where they may be

disciplined and prepared for the more quiet school-

rooms.

Our custodial department needs still further de-

velopment, and an attempt is to be made by adding

another attendant to the corps, to be occupied more

especially in training the inmates of these wards.

The experiment made in industrial teaching during

the past year met with gratifying results, and

convinced me that much could and should be accom-

plished in this way, but in a modified form. For

want of means and numbers of employes our experi-

ments were performed by the corps of regular

teachers, and largely in the school-rooms. Too

much of this interrupts the regular work of the

school-rooms, using up the time of both pupil and

teacher needed for intellectual development ; but

the work pleases the pupils, and excites them to

exert more energy, stimulating their ambition for

study as well, besides teaching them to be practical.

At the Howe Farm, in Medfield, the progress, so

gratifying at the beginning of the year, was, in

August, seriously interrupted by the appearance of

disease ; somewhat among the boys, but chiefly in

the family of the farmer, causing very serious results.

Several careful inspections of the buildings and

premises have been made, to ascertain if any local



1885.

j

PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 28. 37

cause for the origin of the disease existed. Every-

thing practicable has been done to place beyond a

doubt the possibility of the existence of any source

of trouble. The water has been analyzed and found

to be " Free from any evidence of pollution." Inas-

much, however, as old wells may be objects of

suspicion, and at any time become impure, it is

recommended by the Health Officer of the State

Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, that a new

well be sunk, farther away from the buildings and

farther up the slope above the house. There are

additional reasons why this should be done, for in

seasons of drought the present supply fails altogether,

and all the water has to be carted from a brook about

half a mile away. The work done at the farm has

been in the main satisfactory, and we have seen that

the large boys could perform well much of the labor

in caring for the stock and crops.

Attention will need to be given, the coming year,

to repairing the buildings at South Boston. The

economy exercised to reduce the Treasurer's indebt-

edness has prevented the outlay of much money ex-

cept for a few permanent alterations, and we shall

need, therefore, to spend some money for repairs

which are becoming imperative.

Respectfully submitted.

ASBURY G. SMITH,
Superintendent.
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Analysis of Expenditures of the Massachusetts School for

the Feeble-Minded, Year ending Oct. 1, 1S85.

Meat, 27,035 lbs.,

Fish, 3,866 lbs.,

Butter, 3,709 lbs.,

Rice, sago, etc.,

Flour and meal,

Vegetables,

Fruit, ....
Milk, 30,4-20 qts

,

Sugar, 6,890 lbs.,

Tea, 36S lbs., .

Coffee, 1,359 lbs.,

Chocolate, 450 lbs , .

Groceries, ....
Gas,

Oil,

Coal,

Wood, . .

Sundry articles of consumption

Hardware,

Bedding and table linen, .

Furniture, ....
Mending, thread, etc.,

Superintendence and instruction,

Domestic services,

Extra labor, nurses, etc., .

Removing sick, .

Expense of quarterly meetings

Laundry, ....
Shop,

Stationery,

Postage, ....
School materials, books, papers, etc

Medicine and medical supplies,

Water tax, ....
Boiler insurance and taxes,

Tuning pianos, ....
Ordinary construction and repairs.

Sundries, expresses, etc.. .

Clothing expenses to be refunded,

Printing,

Amount carried forward, .

etc.

. $2,557 47

_ y 54

678 24

166 33

1,513 56

469 03

97 84

. 1,654 96

543 51

114 65

236 52

159 00

441 30

457 80

• 92

1,533 97

26 40

196 76

303 31

97 40

300 55

178 52

. 5,529 21

. 4,629 35

103 28

3 50

19 50

243 29

45 30

95 64

45 65

240 72

99 11

145 00

220 00

3 50

. 1,291 31

274 12

653 4S

S9 5S

525,692 42
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Amount brought forward,

Car tickets, etc.,

Grain and hay for farm,

Stock,

Tools,

Fertilizer, seeds, vines, etc

Silo, ....
Steam heating, .

Farm St. tickets,

$25,692 42

79 82

770 76

18 00

87 10

131 75

219 08

450 00

60 90

§27,509 83



APPENDIX.

EXTRACT FROM THE LAST ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE TRUSTEES, 1884.

The educational character of this charity, in its relations

to the State, must never be lost sight of. The obvious

tendency of legislation is to class it with the merely custo-

dial institutions. But it is far different from these in the

object and purpose for which it was established and is carried

on. The safe and kindly custody of those who from natural

and congenital causes are unable to keep themselves, their

removal from domestic scenes and surroundings where their

presence would be a hindrance and a blight, are in them-

selves no unworthy objects. And these are substantially all

the purposes of asylums for the demented. But the scope

of our purposes far transcends these. Not merely to keep

safely and kindly, but to improve, to raise, to educate, to

restore these children, — in a few instances almost complete

in mental power; in many, perhaps the majority of cases,

no longer objects of annoyance, of aversion, of dread or of

ridicule, — to the homes and communities from which they

came to us ; these are the ultimate aims of those who are

associated in the labors and responsibilities of this institution.

To this end we employ not only attendants, as do the hospi-

tals, but also a corps of efficient and enthusiastic instructors,

who are not wage-workers merely, but practical philanthro-

pists as well, and who devote more than the usual number

of school hours to the awakening and development of these
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sluggish minds. To this end, also, is expenditure necessary

for hooks and educational material, and for suitahle clothing,

save where the latter is provided by parents or relatives.

Moreover, because this institution is to be regarded as edu-

cational rather than custodial, primarily a school, secondarily

only an asylum, it is necessary and becoming that furniture

and appointments of a somewhat better grade be supplied

to these pupils than are required for the use of inmates of

an asylum for the demented.

It is therefore not unreasonable to ask the State, which

now allows for the support of its pupils in this institution

only the same sum that is allowed for the support of its

patients in the hospitals for the insane, to authorize some

further payment from its treasury, sufficient at least to defray

the cost of the clothing and books and materials furnished

to those pupils who are a charge upon the State. It is

believed that no institution in the Commonwealth is con-

ducted with a mure rigid economy than this. Nothing is

expended carelessly nor beyond the requirements of strict

necessity. The judgment of the legislature, based on per-

sonal inspection, as to the reasonableness of this request,

may well be invoked, should the corporation consider it

expedient to make it during the coming session. And, in

invoking such judgment, the distinction between the educa-

tional uses of this institution and the custodial uses of the

hospitals and asylums for the insane should be clearly

pointed out and emphasized, and the claim for this moderate

allowance rested mainly on this distinction. "With a slight

addition to our resources, which would not add the weight

of a feather to the burdens of taxation, the advantage of an

additional teacher might be secured. There is great need of

this addition to our staff, and we have not at present re-

sources adequate to supply it. There is also a necessity of

moderate outlay for repairs, and for some alterations by

which the convenience and efficiency of administration

would be promoted.
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Commonfocaltfj of fHassacfjuaetta.

[1850, Chap. 150.]

AH" ACT to incorporate the Massachusetts School for Idiotic

and Feeble-Minded Youth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows

:

Section 1. 8. G. Howe, Samuel MajT
, Stephen Fairbanks, then-

associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the

name of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded

Youth, for the purpose of training and teaching such persons, with

all the powers and privileges and subject to all the duties, restric-

tions and liabilities set forth in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth

chapters of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold, for the purposes aforesaid,

real estate not exceeding in value one hundred thousand dollars

and personal estate the income of which shall not exceed ten thou-

sand dollars. £Approved by the Governor April 4, 1850.

[In the year 1851.]

RESOLVES concerning Idiotic Children.

Resolved, That there be paid, annually, out of the treasury of

the Commonwealth, to the treasurer of the Massachusetts School

for Teaching and Training Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, the

sum of five thousand dollars, to be devoted to teaching and training

indigent idiotic children belonging to this Commonwealth
;
provided.

that the board of trustees, having the direction of said institution,

shall be composed of twelve persons, four of whom shall be appoint-

ed by the governor and council ; and provided, that the governor,

lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, president of the senate,

speaker of the house, and the two chaplains, shall constitute a

board of visitors, whose duty it shall be to visit and inspect said

institution as often as they see fit ; to examine the by-laws and

regulations enacted by the corporation, and generally, to see that
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the object of said institution is carried into effect; and provided,

further, that said institution shall gratuitously receive and educate

thirty idiotic persons, to be designated b}* the governor ; and

prodded, further, that other applicants of proper age and condition,

children of inhabitants of this Commonwealth, who are not wealthy,

shall be received at a charge not exfceeding the actual average cost

of the inmates ; and prodded, further, that the members of the

legislature, for the time being, shall be, ex offido, visitors of the

institution, and have the privilege, during the sessions, of inspect-

ing the same.

Resolved, That the governor be authorized annually to draw his

warrant for the sum of five thousand dollars, in four equal quarterly

payments of twelve hundred and fifty dollars each, in favor of the

treasurer of the Massachusetts School for Teaching and Training

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, whenever he shall have satis-

factory evidence that the terms and conditions of the foregoing

resolve have been fulfilled. [Approved by the Governor April 30,

1851.

RESOLVE in favor of the Perkins Institution and Massachu-

setts Asylum for the Blind, and of the Massachusetts School

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth.

Resolved, That the trustees of the Perkins Institution and Mas-

sachusetts Asylum for the Blind, or the trustees of the Massachusetts

School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, may charge for receiv-

ing and educating indigent persons and the children of indigent

persons, designated by the governor to be received by them accord-

ing to law, such price by the week for each State beneficiary as

they may determine, with the approval of the governor, the amount

to be fixed, in each case, with reference to the ability of such indi-

gent person, or the parents of such child, towards the expense of

his education and support. [Approved March 24, 1855.

RESOLVE in favor of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic

and Feeble-Minded Youth.

Resolved, That the sum allowed to the treasurer of the Massa-

chusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, according to

chapter forty-four of the resolves of the year eighteen hundred and

fifty-one, be increased to the sum of nine thousand dollars, which

9hall be used and applied according to the conditions of said forty-
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fourth chapter
;
provided, that the said institution shall gratuitously

receive and educate twenty-five idiotic persons, to be designated

by the governor in addition to the number provided for in the said

forty-fourth chapter ; and provided, further, that six of the trustees

6hall be appointed by the governor and council. [Approved by the

Governor March 21, 1861.

1865.

[Resolves, Chap. 21.]

RESOLVE in favor of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic

and Feeble-Minded Youth.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury

of the Commonwealth, to the trustees of the Massachusetts School

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth at South Boston, the further

sum of three thousand dollars to meet the necessar}- current expenses

of that institution. [Approved March 27, 1865.

1866.

[Resolves, Chap. 34.]

A further sum of $3,000 for current expenses allowed.

1867.

[Resolves, Chap. 31.]

Additional allowance of $6,000 for current expenses.

1868.

[Resolves, Chap. 43.]

Additional allowance of $6,000 for current expenses.

1869.

[Resolves, Chap. 9.]

Additional allowance of $7,500 for current expenses.
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1870.

[Acts, Chap. 191.]

An appropriation of $16,500.

1871.

[Acts, Chap. 22.}

An appropriation of $16,500.

1872.

[Acts, Chap. 9.]

An appropriation of $16,500.

1873.

[Acts, Chap. 32.]

An appropriation of $16,500.

1874.

[Resolves, Chap. 18.]

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to the Massachusetts

School foi* Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth the sum of twenty-Gve

hundred dollars for sundry repairs, aud one thousand dollars

annually in addition to the sum now authorized. [Approved April

i, 1874.

1875.

[Resolves, Chap. 22.]

Additional allowance of $2,500 to meet increased wants of the

School.

1876.

[Acts, Chap. 91.]

An appropriation of $17,500.
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1877.

[Acts, Cliap. 33.]

An appropriation of $17,500.

[Resolves, Chap. 23.]

Additional allowance of $2,500 for current expenses.

1878.

[Acts, Chap. 14.]

An appropriation of $17,500.

[Resolves, Cbap. 9.]

Additional allowance of $2,500 for current expenses.

[Acts, Chap. 126.]

AW ACT to authorize the appointment of Trustees for the

Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Peeble-Minded Youth.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. The offices of the trustees heretofore appointed

under chapter forty-four of the resolves of the j'ear eighteen hun-

dred and fifty-one, and chapter twenty-six of the resolves of the

3*ear eighteen hundred and sixty-one, relating to the Massachusetts

School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, shall cease and

determine on the appointment of trustees under the provisions of

this act.

Sect. 2. The governor shall, with the advice and consent of

the council, appoint six persons to be trustees, on the part of the

state, of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded

Youth, who shall hold their offices for three years
;
provided, that

the terms of the six first appointed shall be so arranged that the

terms of two shall expire in one year, two in two years, and two

in three 3
7ears ; and the vacancies so arising, as well as all vacan-

cies occurring otherwise in the office of trustees appointed under

this act, shall be filled by the governor, with the advice and consent

of the council.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of July next.

[Approved April 9, 1878.
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1879.

[Acts, Chaps. 36 and 281.]

Appropriations amounting to $17,500.

1880.

[Acts, Chap. 104.]

An appropriation of $17,500.

1881.

[Acts, Chap. 4.]

An appropriation of $17,500.

1882.

[Acts, Chap. 17.]

An appropriation of $17,500.

1883.

[Acts, Chap. 22.]

An appropriation of $17,500.

[Laws and Resolves, Chap. 239.]

Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios :

Section. 1 . The name of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic

and Feeble-Minded Youth is hereby changed to the " Massachusetts

School for the Feeble-Minded," and there shall be established as a

department thereof an asylum for idiots who are l^ond the school

age, or are not capable of being benefited by school instruction.

The corporation and trustees of said school shall have and exercise

the same powers, and be subject to the same duties with respect to

said asylum, except as hereinafter provided, which they now have

and exercise or are subject to concerning said school.
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Sect. 2. Pupils hitherto received and maintained in said Ma
chusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth shall be -up-

ported in the buildings and on the grounds of said institution,

wherever located, and may be classified in such departments as the

trustees shall see fit, such support to be at the expense of persons

liable for their maintenance ; but if they have no property or

kindred able to support them, the price of such support shall be

paid quarterly by the city or town in which they have a settlement,

such price being herely fixed at the same rate now or hereafter

to be established for the support of state, city and town paupers

in state lunatic hospitals ; and, if they have no settlement within

the Commonwealth, the state shall maintain them as at present

;

but in special cases pupils having a settlement ma}' be maintained

at the expense of the Commonwealth, or from the funds belonging

to the institution, at the discretion of the trustees.

Sect. 3. From and after the first day of January, in the }'ear

eighteen hundred and eighty-four, the charges for the support of

pupils and other inmates of said Massachusetts School for the

Feeble-Minded shall be paid quarterly, as follows; — For those

having known settlements, either b\r the person bound to pay, or

by the place in which such pupils or inmates had their settlement

at the time of their admissiou, unless other sufficient security

is taken to the satisfaction of the trustees for such support ; for

idiots not having known settlements in this Commonwealth the

charges shall be paid by the Commonwealth, and the same may
afterwards be recovered by the treasurer of the Commonwealth, of

the idiots themselves, if of sufficient ability to pay the same, or of

an}7 person or kindred bound by law to maintain them, or of the

place of their settlement, if any such is ascertained ; and if any

such place or person refuses to pay such charges or such sum as

may be charged and due, for thirty days after the same has been

demanded in writing by the treasurer, of the mayor and aldermen

of the ctty, or of the selectmen of the town, or of the person liable

therefor, the same, with interest from the time of such demand*

may be recovered for the use of said school, in an action to be

instituted b}r the district attorneys, or other prosecuting officers,

in the name of the treasurer, against such delinquent city, town or

person.

Sect. 4. Every city or town paying the expenses for the sup-

port or removal of an idiot admitted to said Massachusetts School

for the Feeble-Minded shall have like rights and remedies to

recover the full amount thereof, with interest and costs, of the

place of his settlement, as if such expenses had been incurred in

the ordinary support of the idiot ; and the idiot, if of sufficient
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ability to pa}- the same, and any kindred bound by law to main-

tain him, shall be liable for all such expenses paid by a city or

town in either case.

Sect. 5. When it is made to appear upon application in writing

to a judge of a probate or municipal court, that a person is idiotic,

and a fit subject for said Massachusetts School for the Feeble-

Minded, such judge may send such person to said institution, upon

an order of commitment, accompanied by the certificate of a phy-

sician who is a graduate of some legally organized medical college,

and has practised three years in the Commonwealth, that such

person is a suitable subject for said institution, and is not insane

:

provided, that such order of commitment shall be directed to the

trustees of said institution, who shall be at liberty to receive the

person committed, or to send him to his own home, or to the state

almshouse, or to the place of his settlement, if, in their judgment,

he ought not to be received into the institution.

Sect. 6. The trustees of the said school for the feeble-minded

may receive and discharge pupils at their discretion, and may at

an}' time discharge any pupil or other inmate, and cause him to be

removed, either to his home, or to the place of his settlement, or

to the state almshouse ; and they may also allow any inmate to be

absent on a visit for a period not exceeding three months. They

may admit state pupils upon special conditions, from this Common-
wealth or from an}7 other state or province : provided, that the

number of such special state pupils supported by this Common-
wealth shall not exceed fifty-five at any one time. All accounts

for the support of pupils by the Commonwealth, under the provi-

sions of this act, shall, after they have been approved by the board

of health, lunacy and charity, be presented to the auditor and paid

from the treasury.

Sect. 7. Section twenty-eight of chapter eighty-six of the Public

Statutes, and so much of section fifty-six of chapter eighty-seven

of the Public Statutes, and so much of chapter twenty-six of the

resolves of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one, chapter nine

of the resolves of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and

chapter eighteen of the resolves of the year eighteen hundred and

seventy-four as relates to the payment of money, and all other acts

and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

[The foregoing was laid before the Governor on the fourth day of

June, 1883, and after five days it had the "force of a law," as pre-

scribed by the Constitution, as it ivas not returned by him with his

objections within that time.']
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1884.

[Acts, Chap. 10.]

Miscellaneous Charitable : " For the support of state paupers
an,d special pupils in the Massachusetts School for the
Feeble-Minded, a sum not exceeding $17,500."

[Acts, Chap. 88.]

AN ACT requiring notice to authorities of cities and towns
upon application for commitment or admission to the Massa-
chusetts School for the Feeble-Minded.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. Whoever applies for the commitment or for the

admission of a pupil or an idiot to the Massachusetts School for

the Feeble-Minded, under the provisions of chapter two hundred

and thirty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

three, shall first give notice in writing to the mayor, or one or

more of the selectmen of the place where the pupil or idiot resides,

of his intention to make such application ; and satisfactory evidence

that such notice has been given shall be produced to the judge in

cases of commitment.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved

March 18, 1884.

1885.

[Acts, Chap. 9.]

Miscellaneous Charitable Expenses: "For the support of
state paupers and special pupils in the Massachusetts
School for the Feeble-Minded, a sum not exceeding
$15,000."
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

The best age for admission is between eight and twelve years.

The institution is not intended for epileptic nor for insane chil-

dren, nor for those who are incurably hydrocephalic or paralytic.

None such will be retained, to the exclusion of more improvable

subjects.

Children must come well provided with plain, strong clothing,

and stout shoes for walking in any weather. These must be re-

newed as often as is necessary, at the expense of the applicants.

Those who tear and destroy their clothing must be provided with

garments made expressly for them, and of such form and texture

as not to be easily torn.

Sufficient surety will be required for the clothing of the pupils,

for their board and care in vacation and for their removal when-

ever they may be discharged.

The children of indigent parents in Massachusetts can secure

gratuitous admission in accordance with the law. For others, a

charge will be made proportionate to the means of the parents and

the trouble and cost of treating them.*

Persons applying for admission of children must fill out certain

blanks, copies of which will be forwarded to any address on appli-

cation.

For further particulars, apply in person or by letter to the

Superintendent,

DR. ASBURY G. SMITH.

* Indigent pupils from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Rhode Island can

secure gratuitous admission by application to the Governors of their respective

States, proper blanks for which will be furnished by applying to the Superin-

tendent as above.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Trustees.—A meeting of the trustees shall be held quarterly.

Quorum. — The presence of three members shall constitute a

quorum.

Visiting Committee.— The trustees in turn visit the institution,

one each week, and meet quarterly at the school.

The trustee making the weekly visit shall examine the state of

the institution ; the condition, etc., of the pupils, and of all the

rooms in the establishment ; and receive and examine any report

of the superintendent, and make a record of his visit and im-

pressions.

He may report on the state and condition of the institution at

any quarter^ meeting of the trustees.

Auditors.— Two auditors shall be appointed annually. They

shall examine all the accounts of the institution and treasurer.

They shall aid the treasurer in the investment of any funds

belonging to the institution ; and no money shall be paid out by

the treasurer without their order.

Superintendent.— It shall be the duty of the superintendent

to reside at, and give his whole time to the service of, the insti-

tution.*

He shall select and employ all subordinate officers, teachers, as-

sistants, and servants of the institution, subject to the approval of

the executive committee, and shall consult the executive committee

before making an}' material changes in the administration of the

institution.

He shall have the general superintendence of the whole institu-

tion, and have charge of all the pupils, and direct and control all

the persons therein, subject to the regulation of the trustees.

* This rule is suspended for the present.
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lie shall regulate the diet, regimen, exercises, and employments,

and the whole course of the education and training, of the pupils.

He shall, from time to time, give to all persons employed in the

institution such instructions as he shall deem best to cany into

operation all the rules and regulations of the same ; and he shall

cause such rules and regulations to be strictly and faithfully exe-

cuted.

He shall make a record of the name, age, and condition, parent-

age, and probable cause of deflciency, of each pupil, and of all the

circumstances that may illustrate his or her condition or character

;

and also keep a record, from time to time, of the progress of each

one.

He shall purchase fuel, provisions, stores, and furniture, and

shall be responsible for the safe-keeping and expenditure thereof;

provided, however, that, if the trustees think it best to appoint a

steward, he shall perform these duties with the concurrence of the

superintendent.

He shall collect and receive all the mone3's due from the pupils

and deposit the same with the treasurer.

He shall keep a separate account wdth each one of the pupils,

or with the parents or guardians,of such of the pupils as are not

beneficiaries of Massachusetts, charging them with all expenses of

board, instruction, . etc., and with all the money expended for

clothing and other necessaries, or proper indulgences.

He shall make quarterly reports to the trustees of the condition

of the institution, and make such suggestions as he may think the

interests of the institution require.

He shall prepare, for the trustees and the corporation, an annual

report ; in which he will show the histoiy, progress, and condition

of the institution, and the success of the attempts to educate and

improve the feeble-minded youth.

The teachers, assistants, and pupils will be under the immediate

direction of the superintendent, and no orders shall be given to

them except through him.

No officer, assistant, or pupil can absent himself from the insti-

tution without the permission of the superintendent.

The hours for work, fur exercise, for study, and for recreation,

being established by the superintendent, each teacher, assistant,

and pupil will be expected to conform strictly to them.

Matron. — The matron, under the direction of the superintend-

ent, shall have charge of the house.

She shall enforce the rules and regulations of the trustees, and
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see that order and good conduct prevail in every part of the estab-

lishment.

If improper conduct is observed in any subordinate or inmate,

she slnill report the same to the superintendent.

Visitors. — Persons may visit the institution under such regula-

tions as the trustees and superintendent shall establish.

Tobacco. — The use of tobacco, either in smoking or otherwise,

is prohibited in the institution.

Beneficiaries.— Candidates for admission must be over six

years of age.

The}' must be provided with suitable changes of raiment for

winter and summer, and especially with thick shoes or boots.

The boys must have at least six good cotton shirts, three night-

shirts, and six pairs of socks or stockings ; two coats or jackets,

two pairs of trousers, two waistcoats and an overcoat, two pairs

of shoes or boots, six pocket-handkerchiefs, and a good cap or hat.

The girls must be provided with the same quantity of linen,

and with three gowns and three night-dresses. The clothing must

all be of good, serviceable material.

It must be renewed from time to time, as ma}'' be necessary, by

the parents ; anything more than common mending will not be

done at the expense of the institution.

All the articles of clothing must be marked with the name of the

owner— at full length.

Pupils not Beneficiaries. — Any suitable person may be

admitted to the institution, on presenting to the superintendent

sufficient evidence of fitness for it, on such terms as he or the

trustees shall determine, according to the responsibilities and

difficulties in each case. Payments are to be made quarterly in

advance, or sufficient security therefor given.

Private pupils must be provided with at least two decent suits

of clothing, and sufficient changes of garments of all kinds for

winter and also summer.

They will be required to observe strictby all the rules ai d

regulations of the institution.
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NOTICE.

The school is situated at 723 Eighth Street, South Boston, and

may be reached by takiDg any horse-car of the South Boston line,

and getting off at M Street. Visitors are admitted on Thursdays,

at eleven o'clock a.m.

Owing to the limited means of many of the pupils, they are often

in need of clothing, as the school has but a small fund which it can

apply for the purpose. Contributions of clothing, or material there-

for, suitable for children between the ages of eight and eighteen, will

be gladly received, and may be sent directly to the school at our

expense, or will be sent for by the superintendent, if notified.

Further contributions of all sorts of material for the industrial

work of the pupils will be gratefully received and put to good uses.

Articles such as remnants and scraps of silks, worsteds, prints,

flannels, carpets old and new, rags suitable for rugs, and the like,

are in great demand and none too many can be given us.

A visit to the school is urged upon all interested in this noble

charity.




