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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEW-ENGLAND INSTI-

TUTION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE
BLIND, TO THE CORPORATORS.

Gentlemen,

We have the honor of submitting the following

Report of the state of the Institution which jou com-

mitted to our charge in January last.

We deem it unnecessary to enter into any detail of

the system of education which has been pursued, for

it has not varied from that of the two preceding years,

which was detailed in the two last Reports.

The advantages of this system are now very ap-

parent ; for although it has not been in operation long

enough to accomplish its great end, the qualification

of many blind for usefulness and independence in life,

it has done much toward it, by increasing the con-

fidence of the pupils in their own resources. Most

of them find that they can receive as good an intel-

lectual education as those who have sight ; and those

who have attended to mechanical works, perceive

that they may, by industry and perseverance, gain

their own livelihood.



The mere effect of association in numbers, naturally

allays those feelings of diffidence and self-distrust,

which an isolated blind person among a seeing com-

munity naturally feels ; so that, instead of considering

himself a lonely sufferer—a cripple among those who
are starting in the race of life—he finds himself sur-

rounded by others who have no advantage over him
;

the emulation of the whole is aroused, the bold and

active start forward, the timid and distrusting follow

after.

We consider this moral influence of our Institution

upon the blind, as of no small importance.

The great majority of our pupils were, on their en-

trance, extremely ignorant, not having been taught

even the simpler branches ofcommon school education:

they are now well versed in the rudiments of them

all. They are generally familiar with the theoretical

and practical parts of arithmetic ; and they have cor-

rect ideas of geography, and of grammar. Some of

them have studied the French language, have made

themselves familiar with it, and can read and converse

with more correctness and fluency than the generality

of scholars of their age in our best private schools.

The upper classes are conversant with the higher

branches of arithmetic, with algebra, and the principles

of mathematics, and their application to astronomy

:

they have a fair knowledge of history, and of natural

philosophy.

One of the most gratifying results is the facility

which our pupils acquire of writing ; many of them

are now capable of finishing with their own hands,



and without assistance, very legible letters, which are

sent by mail to their friends. They have also a meth-

od of writing to each other, and the blind can corres-

pond with the blind when ever so widely separated.

They have continued steadily to cultivate their

musical powers ; and many have laid the foundation

for correct execution as organists, by long and patient

study of the fingering on the piano. The Logerian

system, which was introduced nearly a year ago, has

proved entirely satisfactory ; and by assistance of the

cheiroplasts the hand is well formed.

Vocal music has occupied also a considerable share

of attention, and the voices of many of the pupils be-

gin to show how much may be done by untiring at-

tention to exercise.

The foundation for a band has been laid, and the

male pupils now practice upon the clarionet, flute,

horn, violin, and bass-viol, while some of the girls

perform respectably on the guitar. Mr. Mason has

discharged his duties as manager of the musical de-

partment, in the manner which his justly earned re-

putation led us to expect.

In proof of what may be hoped from the musical

department, we may state, that even now, in its in-

fancy, it is doing something toward paying its way.

There have been received from concerts, given in

the neighboring towns, $205 over the expenses ; and

$32 have been received for lessons given on the

forte-piano by one of our pupils to young ladies. It

is gratifying to prove thus, that the blind can teach

those who see.



But we need not dwell upon this subject, as the

frequent public opportunities for witnessing the pro-

gress of the pupils, enabled you to judge for your-

selves. Suffice it to say, that with regard to the ad-

vantages presented to blind children for procuring an

intellectual education, and for apparatus to facilitate

it, we think our Institution fully equal to any in the

world.

One great facility, not possessed by any other Eng-

lish or American Institution, is the possession of a

beautiful and powerful press—invented and manufac-

tured expressly for the purpose of printing for the

blind. It was obtained at considerable expense after

many experiments and trials with the common and

power presses ; and accompanied as it is by an exten-

sive and perfect apparatus for printing, will soon give

to the blind a better library than now exists. Indeed,

we believe that all the printing hitherto done for the

blind in the English language, does not amount to

one half already executed at our office ; and yet

how small is the amount compared to their wants !

The Acts of the Apostles, a book of Psalms, Mur-

ray's Grammar, a Spelling Book, an Introductory

Reading Book for children, the Dairy Man's Daugh-

ter, and Baxter's Call, are all the books yet printed.

We have in press, indeed, and shall soon publish, the

whole New Testament, thanks to the generous aid of

the American,* Massachusetts, and the New-York

Ladies Bible Society ; but still the wants are great,

* The American Bible Society contributed $1200, the Massachusetts $1000, and the New-

York Ladies Bible Society $800. Besides a donation to the lund of $250, received through

Mr. Lothrop.



and as we have kept the printing fund apart from the

general fund of the Institution, we would call upon

the public for aid in the work of printing for the

blind.

The removal to Cohasset, the want of proper ac-

commodations and sufficient room, has prevented the

mechanical department from being so productive as it

would have been. It is now, however, put upon a

footing which ensures its success. The pupils man-

ufacture matresses, chair-cushions, pew-cushions, and

mats ; and they are offered for sale and warranted as

good in material, and as strong in fabric, as any in

the market. They are put at a low price, and the

public are requested to call and examine them, with-

out being expected to pay any more than their real

value, on account of their being made by the blind.

The matresses and cushions may be made to order

of any size or quality, from corn husks, to the best

curled horse hair. The patronage of the public to

this undertaking is earnestly solicited, and with the

fullest confidence that the articles will give satisfac-

tion. Though our department of work has been un-

der great disadvantages during the past year, and

many are mere beginners, spoiling much stock, yet

the receipts have been about $300 more than the ex-

penditures. There is no doubt but the shop which

we have opened, will eventually yield a handsome in-

come ; and we confidently anticipate from it much

advantage to our pupils, for we propose to make it a

depot to which they may send their work to be sold

for their benefit after they leave the Institution,
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There is also a depot for the sale of door-mats made

by the pupils, at Fowle & Brewer's, No. 166, Wash-

ington-street. One young man has already left and

set up for himself; and within the last six months has

sent door-mats to the value of $250, most of which

have been disposed of for his benefit. We refer to

this case with peculiar pleasure, for there is no doubt

but the instruction received in this Institution is now
enabling the young man to live independently of all

charity, notwithstanding he is totally blind.

It will be recollected that the Report of the last

Board of Trustees set forth in strong terms the ne-

cessity of enlarging the premises ; and by far the

most important and responsible act of our steward-

ship has been a heavy expenditure for that purpose

upon the estate in Pearl-street. This step, however,

was taken after mature consideration, and for reasons

which it may be well to state generally.

And first, we quote the following extract from the

Annual Report of the last Board. " An extension,

indeed, of the premises is desirable, and will soon be-

come absolutely necessary. The building now used,

is not large enough to accommodate any more pupils,

than it actually contains ; indeed, the necessary sepa-

ration between the apartments of the two sexes, is

made with great difficulty and inconvenience, and

with a greater number will be impossible. The house

might accommodate perhaps fifty of either sex, but

not twenty-five of each."

" Every consideration of prudence and propriety,

dictates the necessity of a separation of the sexes

;



and without the power of effecting it, no person can

safely venture to become responsible for the manners

and morals of the Institution. We would not be un-

derstood by these remarks to have reference to the

conduct of the present pupils ; we make them pro-

spectively, and in relation to the future welfare of the

Institution. But apart from the necessity of a sepa-

rate suite of apartments for the two sexes, larger and

better ventilated school-rooms are desirable, both for

the health of the pupils, and for purposes of exhibi-

tion."

" A new building being necessary, it will probably

be requisite to purchase land, as the play-grounds are

now barely large enough for the exercises and amuse-

ments of the pupils."

All that was then supposed necessary to be done,

we have effected by judicious location of the build-

ings, without the purchase of additional land. We
have obtained ample accommodations for as many pu-

pils as the Institution will probably have, for many

years to come. It may become desirable, indeed,

to have larger work-shops, and we have so arranged

our buildings that they may be had at trifling ex-

pense.

It has been objected to our plan, (and we find the

objection a very general one,) that for half the worth

of the land in Pearl-street, a beautiful situation and

extensive grounds might have been purchased in the

neighborhood of the city ; that the present location is

in the centre of business ; that the grounds might

be covered with buildings more useful to the pub-

2
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lie, &c. But we think these objections must van-

ish before the following considerations :

—

First, the conditions attached to his gift by the

munifient donor ; conditions dictated by no desire of

ostentation, but by the forecast of a head as clear, as

his heart is warm. He has lavished treasure earned

by his own industry and enterprise, in the erection of

a noble monument of beneficence ; that monument

should be seen of men, and we would that our most

crowded wayfares had each such an one—that passers-

by might be reminded, every day and every hour, of

their duty to the unfortunate, and see written on the

walls, " go thou and do likewise."

Second, the pupils will, in the course of three

years, be able to give concerts of vocal and instru-

mental music in excellent style ;—if the Institution

were in the country, no income could be derived from

them, and no stimulus from public approbation. The

same applies to the sale of the articles manufactured.

Third, if removed to the country, the Trustees

could not be expected to visit so often ; the musical

teachers could not be induced to come without higher

salaries ; the eye of the public would be withdrawn,

and, almost of course, the discipline and order re-

laxed.

Fourth, the expenses would be no less, probably

they would be greater in the country than in the city :

on this point we are perfectly satisfied, for the trial

has been made by a six months residence of the pu-

pils in Cohasset, the last season, while the additions

were making to our buildings.
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It is desirable, on many accounts, that the religious

exercises of the Sabbath should be performed within

the walls of the Institution, and we have provided a

suitable chapel ; now it is indispensably necessary to

avoid the imputation of sectarianism, that clergymen

of all denominations should officiate in rotation ; this,

in the country, wrould be very difficult. We have not

yet put the plan in operation, and the pupils continue

to attend at various places of worship ; we have de-

ferred the execution of our plan, however, only from

the low state of the funds.

Other reasons might be urged, but these were

enough to convince us that the Institution must re-

main permanently in its present location, and induce

us to prepare the necessary accommodations for at

least eighty pupils.

We have added a wing equal in extent to the orig-

inal mansion, and fitted it up with the necessary

apartments, school-rooms, music-rooms, and work-

shops, and appropriated it to the use of the male pu-

pils. It is connected with the house on Pearl-street,

by a large dining-room, to which the males have ac-

cess from one end, and the females from the other.

During the whole year the government of the In-

stitution has been conducted with tranquility and har-

mony ; the conduct of the pupils has been generally

very exemplary and satisfactory, and not an occasion

has occurred for other than the most trivial punish-

ment.

We cannot quit this subject, without a just tribute

to the indefatigable exertions of the director, Dr. S.
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G. Howe, who continues to devote himself to the

pupils and the general interests of the Institution,

with the same fidelity and zeal which he has exhibit-

ed since its foundation. In the course of the year,

in addition to his regular labors, he has made impor-

tant improvements in the system of printing for the

blind. By his own exertions he has raised funds for

erecting a complete press, constructed on a novel and

very ingenious plan, by Mr. S. P. Ruggles. Several

books compiled by Dr. Howe himself, and accommo-

dated to the wants of the Blind, have been already

printed. When it is considered that the improved

formation and arrangement of the characters by Dr.

Howe, enables us to give the same quantity of matter

in volumes of half the bulk formerly required, and at

one fourth the expense, we have reason to believe

that the improvements will be of general application

and use in sister Institutions, both in our own coun-

try and Europe. It will be difficult to point out an

undertaking more deserving of patronage, than that

of opening to the blind those higher sources of in-

struction and intellectual pleasure which are so freely

enjoyed by the rest of their more fortunate fellow-

creatures.

The number of pupils continues to increase ; and

from the numerous cases which we hear of in the

country, there is every reason to suppose it will in-

crease for some time, if the means for their admission

can be obtained, either from legislative aid, or from

the extension of the funds of the Institution by do-

nation, bequest, or otherwise. We are sometimes
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pained to hear of the existence of blind children,

who are growing up in intellectual and moral, as well

as physical darkness, but whom we cannot receive

consistently with the prudential management of our

funds.*

It will be recollected that, by the conditions of the

grant from this State, twenty blind persons were to

be received and educated free of charge to them-

selves ; we have done more than this, and twenty-

six beneficiaries are now on our list. The whole

number of pupils in January, 1834, was twenty-four

;

in January, 1835, forty-two ; during the past year,

four have left, one has died,f and ten have entered

—

the present number being forty-eight. These, with

the teachers, make a family of fifty blind inhabiting

the Institution.

For the financial state of the Institution we would

refer you to the Report of our Treasurer. It will be

perceived that the large outlay which we have been

obliged to make, has caused a material diminution of

the funds of the Institution ; so great as to require

the continued patronage of the Legislatures, and the

benevolence of the community : upon those, however,

we do most confidently rely. The grounds of our re-

liance are these : that in our favored country the right

* The inhabitants of Newburyport were lately appealed to by our Director in behalf of a

poor blind girl, lately from England, and now resident among them. They promptly an-

swered to the call, and raised funds for her support one year, and will doubtless continue

'their aid as long as it shall be necessary.

t We have to lament, the loss of one of our most esteemed pupils, John Milton McClel-

lan, a young gentleman from Virginia, who won the love and esteem of all who knew
him. He left us in consequence of the appearance of symptoms of pulmonic disease, which

*oon after proved fatal to him.
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of every child to a participation in the blessings of

education is distinctly recognized ; that, by the im-

mutable laws of nature, a certain proportion of every

generation will be blind ; that they are capable of

being instructed, and more in need of instruction than

any other class, even than the deaf mutes ; and that

every consideration of justice and humanity urges the

provision of ample means for their education.

Though our Institution then is not rich in funds, it

is strong in a good cause ; it is rich in the sympathies

of a generous community ; it is rich in the favor of an

enlightened and liberal Legislature ; and so long as

it shall merit that sympathy and favor, we fear not its

abandonment for want of pecuniary support.



EXTRACTS
FROM THE

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE INSTITUTION.

A meeting of the Trustees shall be held on the first Thursday

of every month at the Institution.

QUORUM.

The presence of three members shall constitute a quorum.

VISITING COMMITTEE.

Two of the Trustees, taken in rotation, shall form a Commit-
tee, one at least of whom shall visit the Institution each week,

during the space of two months.

This Committee shall examine the state of the Institution ; the

progress, &c. of the pupils, and receive and examine any reports

of the Director.

This Committee may report on the state and condition of the

Institution at any monthly meeting of the Trustees.

DIRECTOR.

It shall be the duty of the Director to be in daily attendance

at the Institution ; he shall direct the course of studies to be pur-

sued in the school ; the work to be done in the shop, &c.
He shall keep an account of the articles fabricated, and of the

sale of the same.

He shall lay before the Visiting Committee, each week if re-

quired, an account of any change which may have taken place

within the week.

He shall keep an account current of the sales and expendi-
tures of the workshop and sales-room, and submit the same to the

Visiting Committee.
The teachers, master workmen, and pupils shall be under the

immediate direction of the Director ; and no orders shall be giv-

en to them except through him.
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ADM1SI0N OF BENEFICIARIES.

Candidates for admission must be over six, and under twenty-

four years of age.

They must produce certificates of incurable blindness, from

some respectable physician of regular standing, also of their free-

dom from any epileptic or contagious disorder, or from any phys-

ical affliction that would render them unfit inmates with others.

Beneficiaries must produce a certificate from the Selectmen or

the overseers of the poor of their town, stating that their parents

and immediate relatives are unable to defray the expenses of their

education.

They must produce a certificate of good moral character from

the selectmen or clergyman of their town.

They must be provided with at least six good cotton shirts
;

two vests, jackets, and pantaloons ; six pairs of socks or stockings

;

two pairs of boots or shoes: six pocket-handkerchiefs, and two

black stocks; all to be in good condition, and the woolens of

dark color.

The females must be provided with at least the same quantity

of linen ; and with three gowns and dresses. The clothing must

be renewed from time to time, as may be necessary—by the pa-

rents ; any thing more than common mending will not be done

at the expense of the Institution.

Each pupil must be provided with a wooden chest with a lock

and key ; and of sufficient size to contain all their clothing.

All the articles of clothing must be marked with the name of

the owner

—

at full length.

ADMISSION OF PUPILS NOT BENEFICIARIES.

Any blind person may be admited to the Institution, on pre-

senting to the Trustees or the Standing Committee, sufficient evi-

dence of their fitness for it. They shall pay sixteen dollars per

month ; one quarter in advance or give sufficient security therefor.

This sum will cover all their expense of board, tuition, and
music.

They must be provided with at least two decent suits of clothing.

The pupils will be taught reading, writing, arithmetic, geog-

raphy, the languages (if required) and music. They will be re-

quired to observe strictly all the rules and regulations of the Insti-

tution.

No one can absent himself from the Institution without the

permission of the Director ; nor from the school-room, without his

consent, or that of the Instructor.

The hours for work, for study, and for recreation being estab-

lished by rule, each pupil will be expected to conform strictly to

them.
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