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ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE CORPORATORS OF THE NEW-ENGLAND INSTITU-
TION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND.

Gentlemen,

It gives us great pleasure to be able to submit

to you the following favorable and gratifying Report

of the state of the Institution for the past year.

In January, 1 836, the number of pupils was forty-

eight. Some of them have left during the year,

much benefited by the instruction they received ; but

more have entered, and the whole number now con-

nected with the Institution is sixty.

The pupils have, generally, been in excellent health
;

few cases of severe sickness have occurred, and those

have all terminated favorably.

This may be considered fortunate ; for the blind

are more liable to disease and early death than seeing

people
;

partly, because there are many cases where

blindness is the partial effect of some general cause,

which occasions constitutional infirmity
;

partly, be-

cause in early life they do not take exercise enough

to develop the force of the system ; and, partly, from

habits of indolence, physical and mental, acquired in
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later life. Now the majority of our pupils were past

the age of adolescence, when they entered ; and are,

therefore, still liable to the effect of unfavorable

causes, put in operation before.

Great attention, however, is now paid to their

physical health ; and there is no doubt that where

this attention can be given from early life, the mor-

tality of the blind will not differ much from that

of seeing people. The pupils are required to be

perfectly clean ; they have the use of the warm

bath ; their body and bed linen is frequently changed
;

the sleeping-rooms and school-rooms an; very well

ventilated;* their diet is simple, but healthy and am-

ple ; their hours of eating, study, exercise, and sleep,

are regular ; in short, every thing is done to promote

health, though we have still to contend with almost

insurmountable repugnance in the older ones, to tak-

ing sufficient exercise.

The system of intellectual education, adopted at

the commencement of the Institution, has been as-

siduously and successfully followed during the past

year, and we can now realize its happy effects. The

upper classes of boys and girls are well versed in the

grammar of the English language, in Geography, and

Arithmetic. The first division is familiar with the

principles of Natural Philosophy, embracing Astrono-

* A practice has been adopted in our Institution, which is followed by good

effects; the pupils, when they rise, hang their bed-clothes upon wooden cranes;

the windows and flues are opened, and the clothes hung in the fresh air for two

hours. They then make up their own beds, and have their linen perfectly dry and

fresh. This is far better than the common practice of letting the clothes lie in a

heap, or of making up the bed while the clothes are still impregnated with the

humid exhalations of the body.



my, with the outlines of Natural History, and have

been exercised in composition. One section is thor-

oughly acquainted with Algebra, and is engaged in

the study of Geometry. Another section can trans-

late, and converse in the French language. All, ex-

cept the very youngest of the pupils, have been taught

to read, spell, cipher, and are rapidly acquiring the

rudiments of common education. Many of them

write a legible hand, and can correspond with their

friends by mail.

When we say that many of our pupils are good

scholars for their age, we do not mean merely that

they are good in comparison with other blind chil-

dren, but that they are quite equal in acquirements

to boys and girls of their own age in our common

schools and academies. But, as in common schools

there are some bright and precocious minds, and some

dull dunces, so with the blind, some are very intelli-

gent and apt, others are very stupid and almost im-

becile. In short, the experience of our school proves

(if indeed any proof be needed) that the original

capacity of the intellect is precisely the same in blind,

as in seeing children. Their intellects, however, can-

not be developed by the common modes of education,

and it is to supply peculiar processes of instruction

that our Institution is established.*

* Cecity does not affect the intellect in any other way, than by depriving it of

those external stimuli, and those artificial aids, which cause the development and ac-

tivity of its various organs in the generality of mankind. If the same stimuli can

be applied to the mind, through the medium of the other senses, and if the artificial

aids, used in common education, can be supplied to the blind by other artificial

means, the effect upon the intellect will be the same. Some of the perceptive

faculties, indeed, can never be developed ; for the stimulus of light, the variety of



We may consider music as a branch of intellectual

education, and this has been taught with great zeal

and success, by our Professor, Mr. J. Keller, who

has, with great zeal, devoted his time and talents to

the pupils.

Considering the occupation of organist, or teacher

of the piano, as one of the most advantageous and de-

sirable for a blind person, we have spared no reason-

able expense in qualifying them for it. Besides an

organ, the Institution is supplied with thirteen piano-

fortes, and these are kept in almost continual action,

from six o'clock in the morning, until nine in the

evening. The Logerian system has been adhered

to, and our principal music-room, having five pianos,

is occupied alternately by the different classes. Al-

ready do several of our pupils begin to perform upon

the organ, and one year more of practice will enable

some of them to officiate quite well as Church or-

ganists.

Vocal music has been much cultivated, and with

great success ; our pupils have given several public

concerts which afforded entire satisfaction to the

audiences.

It will be found that the pupils are able not merely

to perform many difficult pieces, but that they are

acquainted with the theory of music ; that they have

learned, not by rote, but scientifically.

shade, the countless combination of colors, and all the ideas consequent to tnem,

must ever be wanting. But, on the other hand, there is compensation in the su-

perior activity and nicety of the senses of touch and hearing; there is more than

compensation in the habit and consequent power of concentrating and directing

the action of the mental faculties ; and there is positive advantage in the greater

activity and tenacity of memory.



Besides attending to their studies, and to music,

the pupils are occupied four hours daily in handicraft

work ; some of them have become expert at making

matresses and cushions, at weaving coarse mats, &c.

It is desirable that all, even those destined for musi-

cians and teachers, should be exercised at some hand-

icraft work ; for it not only conduces to health, but

gives an activity, a command of the limbs, and free-

dom in motion, not to be attained by the blind in any

other way. The girls are taught to sew, knit, braid,

&c. and to do some housework ; and it is advisable

that all of them should be able to wash, iron, set

tables, and to keep furniture in order.

It may seem strange to those who are not familiar

with the subject, that so much can be learned by

blind persons in so short a time ; but, the truth is,

with the advantages given them, many of our pupils

learn faster in some branches than they would if they

could see, and could attend common schools five or six

hours per day. The blind study with more pleasure,

and more intense application than seeing children
;

and they have much more retentive memories ; but

besides this, the following statement of the daily

routine of study, music, and work, will show that

they are kept diligently occupied.

At half past 5, A. M. the first bell rings.

At 6, all assemble at the chapel.

At 8, breakfast ; the boys then walk out for exer-

cise until 9, while the girls are busy at house work.

From 9 to 10, all attend school.

" 10 to 11, all assemble for singing.
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Recess half an hour.

From half past 11 to 1, school.

" 1 to 2, P. M. dinner and recess.

" 2 to 6, all are at work—with a short recess

for the younger ones.

" 6 to 7, supper and recess.

" 7 to 8, all assemble for singing.

" 8 to 9, reading, newspapers, and history.

At 9, they assemble for prayers, and then go to

rest.

The children retire earlier.

Such is the routine of a day
;

(in winter as well as

in summer, for the blind limit not their day by the

rising and setting of the sun,) and although it may

seem severe discipline, it is not found to be so in

practice ; for, by alternating study with music, and

by frequent recesses, different faculties of the mind

are called into operation in succession, and the pupils

are not so much fatigued as if they were kept seated

on school benches six hours, with but one inter-

mission. In general terms, the pupils devote four

hours daily to intellectual labor ; four hours to vocal

and instrumental music ; four to recreation and eat-

ing ; four to manual labor, and eight to sleep. Or if

we consider music as intellectual labor, and work as

physical labor, then they devote eight hours daily to

intellectual education, eight to physical education,

and eight to sleep.

The Institution has been in operation less than five

years ; many of our pupils have entered within two

years ; of course, it is not yet time to witness the full



effects of instruction upon them ; but much has been

done, and we feel gratified and happy, when we see

the favorable change that has already taken place
;

when we see how intelligent, sprightly, and really

elevated in mind they are, in comparison with what

they once were, and in comparison with blind per-

sons who have been neglected. If the Institution

had done nothing more than impart so much knowl-

edge, and consequently happiness, to its interesting

inmates, as it has, we should feel that it had done

much good. But more than this has been done ; and

every day's experience convinces us that the great

object, that of qualifying the blind for usefulness and

independence, will soon be attained. We believe

that a large proportion of our pupils will be enabled

to earn their own livelihood. Some of them, it is

true, will be obliged to work at mechanical occu-

pations, but even to them intellectual cultivation is

of much importance.

The accounts of our workshop show that rather

more than $1,000 net profit has been made during

the past year.

Now when it is considered that over $300 have

been paid to indigent blind pupils for their support

;

that most of the pupils are beginners, and conse-

quently waste much stock ; and that our shop is but

little known to the public, it will be allowed that the

prospect of future success is good.

Those pupils who were mentioned in the last

year's Report, as having left the Institution, and set

up in business for themselves, continue to prosper,

2
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and support themselves, by a hard, but honest and

honorable labor. Others will be qualified to leave

the Institution during the current year, or be sup-

plied with work from our shop, and will, doubtless,

support themselves.

We would take this opportunity to endeavor to re-

move a mistaken impression which the public seem

to labor under, viz., that the articles manufactured in

the shop of the Institution, are dearer than can be

bought elsewhere. It is believed that those who
have purchased matresses, cushions, and entry mats,

made at the Institution, have paid no more for them

than they would have paid elsewhere, and have found

the articles of the best stock, and good workmanship.

We would invite purchasers to call and inspect the

articles at the shop of the Institution. We would

also ask for our pupils a share of public patronage in

the business of tuning piano fortes. Some of them

can tune in the best style. They will wait upon

customers at any part of the city, or the neighboring

towns. Piano fortes will be kept in order by the

year, at a reasonable rate, and the work warranted to

give satisfaction to competent judges.

For the financial condition of the Institution, we
would refer to the Report of our Treasurer, R. D.

Tucker, Esq. It has been necessary to expend a

larger sum the past year, than will be sufficient to

cover the usual cunent expenses of the Institution.

The expenses, however, were partly for permanent

alterations and fixtures, the advantages of which will

remain. The annual expenses may, in future, be
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much less ; but it will be perceived from the small

amount of capital remaining, that the permanence of

the Institution must depend upon the continuance of

the Legislative bounty.

We have been aware, while encroaching so much

as we have done upon the capital, that we might be

considered by some, as wanting in economy ; but, so

positive and apparent have been the happy effects of

the Institution upon its inmates, so clear and certain

did its future beneficial operation appear, that we did

not think it necessary to go on with the cautious and

slow trial generally necessary in new establishments,

but endeavored at once to extend its benefits to a

large class. We have never allowed ourselves to

suppose, for a moment, that the generous inhabitants

of New-England would suffer their blind to remain

in intellectual darkness, after it had been satisfacto-

rily demonstrated that they could be enlightened

and made happy. We have endeavored to build up

an Institution equal, if not superior, in the advan-

tages it offers its pupils, to the oldest and most re-

nowned of the great European capitals ; we believe

we have succeeded ; and we believe, too, that there

is as good guaranty for its continuance and prosperity

in the free and hearty support of a New-England

community, as those of Paris and Vienna have, in

the munificence of Royalty. We have ever endeav-

ored, however, to be strictly economical ; we have

lavished nothing on show and parade ; but, we have

thought that the best system was the most truly

economical, and when a question has occurred as to
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the adoption of one of two methods of procedure, we
have asked, not which is cheapest, but which is best,

and most for the true interest of our pupils. Nor

have we confined our efforts to the blind of our own

section of country ; we have endeavored to extend

the knowledge and benefits of the system of educat-

ing them, as widely as possible. With the excellent

institutions growing up in New-York and Philadel-

phia, we have been on the best terms ; and so com-

mon has been the cause, that, at the present time, a

blind person, a pupil educated here, is acting as

teacher in one of them, to supply a temporary

vacancy.

With the same view to general usefulness, we
were happy to have our Director accept the invita-

tion of a Committee of the Legislature of Ohio, and

visit that State with three of our pupils. The result

of that visit, and an exhibition of the acquirements of

the children to the Legislature, and the most influen-

tial persons in the State, was very satisfactory. It

was ascertained that there were five hundred blind

in that State, and about sixty of them at a proper

age for instruction ; and such was the interest excit-

ed, and so thorough the conviction of the possibility

of educating the blind, that we have every reason to

suppose that an Institution, similar to our own, will

be organized there in a very short time.

The Director also visited Washington, and called

the attention of members of Congress to the subject.

Much interest was manifested there ; most of the

members satisfied themselves by personal examina-
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tion of our pupils, that the blind have a great capaci-

ty for instruction, and, of course, they will endeavor

to secure its benefits to that class, in their respective

sections of the country. Measures were taken by

the Director to enlist the feelings of Congress in

favor of a plan for printing a library for the blind, at

the national expense ; and, whether these measures

shall result in any direct benefit or not, we believe

that their good effects will be felt at some period or

other, by the blind in every part of the Union.

It has been mentioned in all the former Reports of

this Institution, that the principal obstacle to the

easy and cheap instruction of the blind, was the want

of books in raised letters. This obstacle still re-

mains, though we are happy to say that much has

been done during the past year to diminish it.

It has been demonstrated by hundreds of blind chil-

dren, that they can read with ease, pleasure, and

profit, the books printed for their use ; they have read

all that has been printed for them, and they eagerly

ask for more : and we regret that the state of the

funds of our Institution, will not allow us to appro-

priate any sum from the Treasury for the purpose of

printing. Indeed, it can hardly be expected that

one Institution should go to the great expense of get-

ting up an edition of a book, of which its own pupils

would not need more than one hundred copies.

This difficulty has been felt in all countries, since

the first invention of the art of embossing books,

and to such a degree, as to render it comparatively

useless. In France the difficulty has been par-
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tially overcome, by the liberality of the Govern-

ment, and several works have been printed. But in

England, it has and still does exist ; various efforts

have been made there, but only one of the Evangel-

ists, and some small tracts have been published.

Much more has been done in this country ; our Di-

rector has been indefatigable in his efforts to forward

an enterprise which concerns not only the blind of

our own school, but of the whole country. By in-

troducing a new alphabet, and various improvements

in printing, he ascertained that books might be print-

ed at one fourth the cost and size of those of Europe,

and then proposed to print a series of books for

the blind of the United States generally. The en-

terprise was entirely his own, and all that has been

done, he has effected without any assistance from

our treasury. He has raised funds to carry on the

printing office, from various sources, some of which

should be mentioned ; such as the generous subscrip-

tion of the merchants of New-York, amounting to

$3,300, included in which, are the donations of Ger-

rett Smith, of $600, and of William Butler, of $300.

John C. Gray, also, of this City, has given $300, for

the purpose of printing an edition of maps and statis-

tical tables of the United States.

During the past year, an edition of the entire New
Testament has been printed, in a beautiful and dura-

ble manner, which is by far the largest and most im-

portant work ever printed for the blind. It can be

done up in two volumes, which are but little bulkier
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than the English edition of St. John's Gospel, the

only part of the Holy Scriptures published there.

The following extract of a letter, lately received

from a young lady in New-Orleans, who is totally

blind, and who was a pupil of our Institution for a

considerable period, will show how the blind appre-

ciate books. The letter was in her own hand writ-

ing, and doubtless of her own composition, for she

was one of the best scholars, and composed well.

"New-Orleans, Dec. 18, 1836.

Dear Sir : Accept my grateful acknowledgments

for your kind letter, and the beautiful specimen of

maps which I have just received. * * * I antic-

ipate many hours of interesting study, when the At-

las and Geography are completed. I have also ob-

tained the New Testament ; what a treasure to the

blind ! the beauty of its execution surprises every

one, and I am able to read its divine precepts with

facility. Oh ! may they teach me to realize the

mercy that has sent benevolence, energy, and talent,

to our aid. Truly your efforts thus far, are crowned

with abundant success. I rejoice in the prosperity

of the school ; with such care and encouragement, it

must prosper. I remember the time I passed there

with gratitude, and consider it one of the most inter-

esting periods of my life. I wish I could have re-

mained longer, but feel persuaded that what I have

already acquired, will prove a lasting benefit. Since

my return I have studied Philosophy, and am now
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delightfully engaged in Astronomy. I am instruct-

ing my sister's little girl, and have reason to be grat-

ified with her improvement."

The Atlas and Geography referred to, have been

finished ; the Atlas is upon an original plan, and is

believed to be the first attempt ever made to give to

the blind maps in the form of a book. All those im-

ported from Europe, are on boards, and made by an

expensive and tedious process, by hand. A map of

Massachusetts, for example, executed in the Euro-

pean manner, would be on a heavy board, would

show but very few places, and cost five dollars.

Moreover, it could not be understood by a blind per-

son, without the assistance of a seeing person. But

executed on the plan invented by Dr. Howe, it would

show many more places, cost less than six pence, and

be perfectly intelligible to a blind person, unassisted

by a seeing one. The Geography, (which was writ-

ten by the Director, expressly for the blind,) contains

as full account of all the different countries upon the

globe, as is found in small school geographies.

Heretofore, the method of teaching geography, to the

blind, has been by oral lectures, and by a seeing per-

son naming the different countries and places which

the pupil felt upon the map. But now, a class can

take their geographies, study a lesson, and then recite

precisely as seeing children ; while, by aid of the

new Atlas, which has the names of the places stamp-

ed upon it, and statistical tables in the margin, they
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get an idea of the outline and shape of countries, the

courses of rivers, &c*
Besides these works, there have been printed an

edition of diagrams for illustrating problems, in me-

chanics, and different parts of natural philosophy

;

an edition of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, and of the

Harvey Boys, a small tract presented in this form to

the blind, by the American Sunday School Union.

Thus some progress has been made towards a

library for the blind ; other institutions in the coun-

try have been supplied with copies, and more works

are now in press. But the fund raised is not suffi-

cient to complete the great work of providing a series

of books on history, grammar, mathematics, music,

&c; and we again solicit the countenance and aid of

the influential and charitable, to a plan which con-

cerns not our Institution alone, but the blind of the

whole country.

Application has been made to Congress to take up

the subject as one of national duty, and to have an

appropriation made from the Treasury, sufficient to

supply the blind of the whole country with elemen-

tary books. The fate of this application is not

known ; but whether successful or not, we recommend

the subject to the consideration of the charitable.

Providence has so far crowned the efforts of human

* Those who are practically acquainted with the method of teaching the blind,

and the apparatus used in Europe, will perceive the importance of this inven-

tion of an Atlas. It may be considered as an interesting epoch in the history

of the education of the blind. The first maps printed in this way were not well

executed, and when tried in the European Institutions, could not be understood

except by the most forward pupils, but those executed since, are so clear and dis-

tinct, that no difficulty remains for any blind who can read.

3

j



18

ingenuity, and a way is pointed out by which intel-

lectual light and happiness may be conferred upon

the blind ; and it would not become a humane and

highly prospered people, to allow them to remain

longer in intellectual darkness. We know of no ob-

ject which recommends itself more strongly to the

humane ; and when it is considered that a single,

wealthy individual, or an association, may select a

book, and for a few hundred dollars, print an edition

which shall gladden and enlighten so many of their

fellow-beings, who are cut off forever from the en-

joyments of sight, we cannot but hope they will do

so. An erroneous impression has gone abroad that

our Institution is rich. But so far is this from being

the case, that, although for the sake of our own pupils,

and for the sake of all the blind, who know the En-

glish language, we ardently desire the multiplication of

books,—we do not feel authorised to appropriate our

scanty funds for the purpose ; and, unless Dr. Howe's

plan of getting up a select library for the blind, can

be effected by other means, it must fail. We, how-

ever, recommend it most earnestly, to the notice of

the humane ; and we assure them, that not only shall

all contributions for that specific purpose, be applied

to it, and not merged in the general fund of the In-

stitution, but we will direct their faithful and eco-

nomical applications.

The Trustees.

At an adjourned meeting of the Corporation, held January 19, 1837,

Jonathan Phillips in the Chair, the above Report of the Trustees was
read and accepted.
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