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ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE CORPORATORS OF THE NEW-ENGLAND INSTITUTION FOR

THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND.

Gentlemen, ,

We have the honor to submit the following

Report of the Institution under our charge for the

year 1838. The number of pupils in January, 1838,

was sixty-three : of this number five have left, while

seven new ones have been admitted ; so that the to-

tal number is now sixty-five. There has been no

death among them, nor even a case of severe illness

;

and for exemption from these, as well as from other

calamities, we would express our gratitude to the

great Giver of all good.

The system of education adopted at the com-

mencement of the Institution, has been followed

during the past year, and with gratifying results.

That system having been explained in previous

Reports, we need only allude now to its general

features. The moral, intellectual, and physical

nature of the pupils is developed by a division of

their time, and a variety in their occupations,

which calls each into daily exercise. Four hours are



devoted to intellectual pursuits, four hours to music,

four to mechanical labor, four to recreation and play,

and eight to sleep.

With regard to intellectual education, our princi-

ple has been, that the mind has an appetite for knowl-

edge, as the body has for food ; and that the exercise

of any of the mental faculties in the acquisition of

knowledge, is accompanied and rewarded by vivid

pleasure. This pleasure nature has made so strong

as to be a sufficient inducement to the exercise of

the intellect : the child seeks knowledge for the

gratification it brings ; and the object of teaching

should be, to present to each and all the mental

faculties opportunities for action, and objects upon

which to act, at the appropriate time. Every child finds

delight in the exercise of his perceptive faculties, and

never tires of learning new facts and new things. It

is only when he is called upon to study words that he

cannot understand, and to exercise powers of reason-

ing and abstraction which are as yet undeveloped, that

he turns from books and school to observe and learn

for himself, the things which nature presents to his

senses.

This principle, we have found, can be surely relied

upon in our school; and trusting to it, we need

none of the stimuli which are by some supposed

necessary. We have no corporal punishments, no

prizes, no taking precedence in classes, no degra-

tions. Emulation there is, and will be ; nature pro-

vides for this in the self-esteem of each individual

;

but this sentiment can rarely be cultivated and used



in schools as an incentive, without producing envyings

and heart-burnings.

Acting upon this principle, and taking care to

avoid fatigue, by giving the pupils short lessons

and frequent recesses, our teachers succeed in im-

parting much knowledge to them. It is gratify-

ing to find that in spite of their having one avenue to

the mind closed, they can advance in almost every

branch of study about as fast as seeing children ; and

it is still more gratifying to witness the pleasure they

derive from learning a new fact, or developing a new

thought.

The whole number who attend the school regular-

ly, is sixty. Of these, fifty-two can read the books in

raised letters ; ten boys, and fifteen girls can write a

legible hand ; all those above eight years of age are

well grounded in the elementary studies of grammar,

arithmetic, and geography ; while some have made

very respectable acquirements in the higher branches

of natural philosophy, algebra, geometry, and astron-

omy.

The study of music, as a science, occupies a large

portion of the time of most of our pupils. The blind

have, almost without an exception, what is called

a musical ear, and derive great pleasure from music

;

and moreover, it is the kind of knowledge most likely

to be useful to them in life. Nearly all our pupils can

sing ; forty-five play upon the piano-forte ; and eight-

een begin to perform upon the organ tolerably well.

We hope, in time, to supply many of our churches

with scientific organists. We have been at much ex-



pense in the musical department, but we believe it has

been a wise one. Our instructor of music is a prac-

tical and scientific musician, and an able and zealous

teacher. He is in constant attendance ; and the Insti-

tution is provided with thirteen piano-fortes, an organ,

and twenty-six instruments for a band. We would

take this opportunity of acknowledging the zeal and

ability with which Mr. Keller has continued to dis-

charge his duties in this department.

In order to give our pupils every advantage for

snaking good organists, the Institution will soon need

a larger and more expensive organ than it now pos-

sesses. We have been deterred by the cost alone from

purchasing a new one.

Our work department has been kept steadily in

operation. The amount of work done during the

year, will be shown in Appendix A. The net

profits have been small, for various reasons ; the

articles have been sold low, in order to get them into

the market, that their worth might be known ; many

of the pupils are beginners, and waste much stock

;

then, they work but four hours a day ; and lastly,

our shops are small and inconvenient. A large, airy,

and convenient shop is very much needed ; and al-

though the present state of the funds does not warrant

much outlay, we recommend to the Board, and to our

successors, to make an effort to supply this want.

We would improve this opportunity for soliciting the

patronage of the public for our workshop, and remov-

ing an impression, which naturally enough has gone

abroad, that purchasers would be taxed for the sup-



port of the Institution. This, however, is by n©

means the case ; our work is thoroughly and faith-

fully done, and put at the lowest market price. We
desire purchasers to come to our shop, not with a

view to being charitable, but to make a good bargain

for themselves.

Some of the articles are manufactured by blind

persons educated in the Institution, and who now

work on their own account, at home. The profits

of the sales belong to them ; and they have been

taught that they can expect no charity in trade;

that in order to ensure a sale of their goods, they

must work well, and work cheap.

We do not consider mechanical employment as

the one best fitted for all the blind, though we
do consider such employment useful, not only as-

a part of physical education, but as a means of

strengthening the perceptive faculties, and giving

to the pupils a confidence and dexterity in the

use of their physical powers. For some, a me-

chanical occupation is decidedly the best ; but even

to these we would give a good intellectual edu-

cation ; for we believe a child will make a better

basket maker, a better artisan of any kind, and sure-

ly a better man, for having his intellectual and moral

nature well developed. We are aware that in this

respect our system of education differs much from

that pursued in most Institutions of a similar nature

;

and that its wisdom may be questioned by those who
adhere to the principle adopted in some English and

most continental establishments, that the blind are
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merely objects of chanty, and should be well clothed

and fed, and merely taught to make baskets, and turn

a hand organ, or to perform similar simple operations.

But, if any other confirmation were wanting than the

evident workings of the system, we have the satisfac-

tion of receiving it in the comments of those best

acquainted with the subject.

We do not consider blind children as mere objects of

charity, but as members of the rising generation, whose

claims upon us for an education are of the strongest

nature, and not to be resisted upon the ground of dif-

ficulty or expense. We have too great confidence in

the faculties of the human mind—too much reliance on

the powers of the human intellect—to admit that the

deprivation of one bodily organ can destroy or repress

them. Hence we have claimed for the blind an equal

participation in the blessings of education with seeing

children ; hence we have always asserted their equal-

ity of intellect, and their capacity for acquaintance

with all branches of knowledge.

It may be recollected, that, in the last Annual Re-

port, it was mentioned that the funds of the printing

department were very low, and that without assist-

ance from some source, the press would be stopped.

Some assistance has been given ; and we would here

acknowledge the generous aid of Mr. John C. Gray,

who contributed $300, it being his second donation
;

of Mr. Joseph Baker, who gave $100 ; and of " two

friends," who gave each $100.

Thus the press has been kept at work, although

not in full operation. The fund is now exhausted and



the continuance of our printing must depend upon the

success of our Director in his appeals to the benevo-

lent. During the year an Atlas of the principal isl-

ands of the Globe, with statistical tables and geo-

graphical explanations, has been executed. Also, the

second part of the English Reader, the first of which

was printed last year. The nature and value of this

work will perhaps be best understood by quoting its

preface*

PREFACE TO VOL. II»

To the Blind.—This second volume of the Eng-

lish Reader contains about seventy-seven pieces,

which I have selected for your use from sixty-six

authors. The greater part of them were written in

the 17th century. A few extracts, however, are

from living authors, specimens of whose writings

were not given in the first volume.

In making the selection, I have had two objects in

view ; first, to give you a fair sample of the general

style and manner of each author ; second, to give you

interesting and useful knowledge. I have not sought

for the most elegant, but the most characteristic pas-

sages ; because I wished to exhibit each author in

his common dress, not in his holiday apparel.

In the second part of my plan, conveyance of use-

ful knowledge, I have selected passages of a cheerful

and elevating character ; avoiding alike those which

are frivolous and merely amusing, and those which

are gloomy and depressing.

2
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You will find some views of the great principles of

religion and morality, but none of a sectarian char-

acter.

I trust the work will be both interesting and use-

ful to you ; for although there are objections to books

of extracts for general use, I think they do not apply

in your case. Your library must be always of com-

paratively limited extent
;
you cannot expect, for in-

stance, that works of the seventeenth century should

be printed for your use ; nevertheless, it is desirable

that you should know something about them.

Now when you have read an extract from an old

author, in one of your own books, you will naturally

feel a sort of acquaintance with him, and desire to

know more about him ; and when you hear his works

read, you will listen with more pleasure and interest,

than to the words of a stranger.

With these views, I have compiled this work ; not

copying the books of extracts in common use, but se-

lecting the pieces after examining each author. With

the hope that it may be useful, I place it at your

fingers' ends. S. G. Howe.

It will be perceived upon inspection of these books,

that in point of mechanical execution they are far

superior to any ever printed at our press. Indeed,

we may safely say, nothing equal to them can be

found here ; we have the most recent publications

of the Philadelphia, the Scotch and the Ger-

man Institutions, and the most untutored eye or
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touch, can perceive the improvement made in ours

upon them. The improvement consists in stereotyp-

ing, by which a smooth surface is given to the body

of the paper, upon which the raised lines become

much more sensible to the touch.

As the subject of printing for the blind is now

beginning to attract much attention in England,

and on the continent of Europe, and as a press,

built after the model of our own, has been put

into active and useful operation in the excellent

Institution in Philadelphia, it may not be inappro-

priate here to review the progress of the work,

and the part our Institution has taken in it.

On the opening of our School, seven years ago, a

great want of books was felt ; for those which could be

procured from Europe were very clumsy, and very ex-

pensive. But not enough of even these could be had,

for there had been but three or four small works

printed in the English language, the whole not equal

in quantity of reading matter, to the contents of the

New Testament. Our Director, foreseeing that as

soon as the blind should be taught to read, there

would be a cry for books, instituted a series of ex-

periments, and printed some portion of the New
Testament, in a method of his own, which promised

to diminish the bulk and expense of books one half.

About the same time, Mr. Sneider was engaged in a

similar attempt in Philadelphia, and printed the Gos-

pel of St. Mark, after the French manner. This

however did not succeed to his mind—at least no

more printing was done in that method. Meantime
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the newly modified type, having been tried by many

blind children, was adopted as our standard, and

works began to be issued from our press. In three

years, more than three times the quantity of mat-

ter was printed, than had before appeared in the

English language ; the New Testament, a Universal

History in three volumes, a Geography, Grammar,

and Spelling Book, appeared in rapid succession.*

Many of these books found their way to Europe,

and an edition of the Psalms of David was printed, to

an order from England. After three years, the sub-

ject was taken up again in Philadelphia, and in Scot-

* The Following is a list of the books from our press, with the prices at

which they are sold to those who can purchase ; to the indigent, most of the

works are gratuitously distributed.

New Testament, complete, 2 vols., or 4 vols.

The Psalms of the Old Testament, 1 vol.

Outlines of History, Ancient and Modern, 3 vols. -

Dairyman's Daughter, .....
The Harvey Boys, ......
Spelling Book,

English Grammar,

The Pilgrim's Progress, .....
Baxter's Call, -.--...
Six Penny Glass of Wine, -

Life of Melancthon, ......
Book of Sacred Hymns, ..._..
Howe's Geography, 1 vol. .....
" Blind Child's First Book, ....
« Blind Child's Second Book, ....
" General Atlas, ...
" Atlas of the United States, ....
" Book of Diagrams, illustrative of Natural Philosophy,
" English Reader : Selections in prose and verse, from
" English and American authors, Part 1,

" English Reader, Part 2, ....
" Atlas of the principal Islands on the globe, with Sta-

tistical Tables, - - - - - 2 00

$12 00

3 00

10 00

1 00

100
•i 00

1 00

2 00

1 00

50

1 00

1 00

2 00

1 00

1 00

3 00

2O0
1 00

2 00

2 00
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land. The Institution at Glasgow established a

press, and it is now in operation ; and the Philadel-

phia press is contributing valuable additions to the

library of the Blind.

Much apprehension has been expressed that the

variety in the form of the letters used at different

presses, should cause confusion to the blind, and

mar the project of a library for their use ; but

we partake not in the alarm. Our pupils can

read all the different varieties of type, though

they prefer their own ; and we hold that the more

they exercise their touch, the more acute it becomes.

Hence we never ask where a book is printed—but

procure all we can, and put them into our school ; and

when we find any books which they like better than

our own, we shall abandon our system of printing, and

adopt the improvement.

For further information on this interesting sub-

ject, we would refer you to Appendix B, being

a Report of the Director to our Board. With

him this plan of printing a library for the Blind orig-

inated, and it is entirely to his individual efforts that

the Blind owe the editions of books above named.

He has drawn no sums from our Treasury ; and the

first expensive experiments, the success of which

were problematical, were made at his own risk and

expense. We will not, however, dismiss the subject,

without earnestly soliciting for the plan the aid and

encouragement of the benevolent and wealthy.

It may be remembered, that in the Report of the

last Board, particular mention was made of a deaf,
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dumb, and blind girl, named Laura Bridgman, then a

pupil, and promise was given of further notice of her

case.

It has been ascertained beyond the possibility of

doubt, that she cannot see a ray of light, cannot hear

the least sound, and never exercises her sense of

smell, if she has any. Thus her mind dwells in

darkness and stillness, as profound as that of a closed

tomb at midnight. Of beautiful sights, and sweet

sounds, and pleasant odors, she has no conception

;

nevertheless she seems as happy and playful as a

bird or a lamb ; and the employment of her intellec-

tual faculties, the acquirement of a new idea, gives

her a vivid pleasure, which is plainly marked in her

expressive features. She never seems to repine, but

has all the buoyancy and gaiety of childhood. She

is fond of fun and frolic, and when playing with the

rest of the children, her shrill laugh sounds loudest of

the group.

When left alone, she seems very happy if she has

her knitting or sewing, and will busy herself for

hours : if she has no occupation, she evidently

amuses herself by imaginary dialogues, or recalling

past impressions ; she counts with her fingers, or

spells out names of things which she has recently

learned, in the manual alphabet of the deaf mutes.

In this lonely self-communion she reasons, reflects,

and argues : if she spells a word wrong with the fin-

gers of her right hand, she instantly strikes it with

her left, as her teacher does, in sign of disapproba-

tion : if right, then she pats herself upon the head
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and looks pleased. She sometimes purposely spells

a word wrong with the left hand, looks roguish

for a moment and laughs, and then with the right

hand strikes the left, as if to correct it.

During the year she has attained great dexterity in

the use of the Manual Alphabet of the deaf mutes ;

and she spells out the words and sentences which she

knows, so fast and so deftly, that only those accus-

tomed to this language can follow with the eye, the

rapid motions of her fingers.

But wonderful as is the rapidity with which

she writes her thoughts upon the air, still more

so is the ease and accuracy with which she reads

the words thus written by ^pother, grasping their

hand in hers, and following every movement of

their fingers, as letter after letter conveys their

meaning to her mind. It is in this way that she

converses with her blind playmates, and nothing

can more forcibly show the power of mind in forcing

matter to its purpose, than a meeting between them..

For, if great talent and skill are necessary for tw©<

pantomimes to paint their thoughts and feelings by

the movements of the body, and the expression of the

countenance, how much greater the difficulty when

darkness shrouds them both, and the one can hear

no sound !
•

When Laura is walking through a passage

way, with her hands spread before her, she knows

instantly every one she meets, and passes them

with a sign of recognition ; but if it be a girl of

her own age, and especially if one of her favorites,
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there is instantly a bright smile of recognition—an

inter-twining of arms—a grasping of hands—and a

swift telegraphing upon the tiny fingers, whose rapid

evolutions convey the thoughts and feelings from the

outposts of one mind to those of the other. There

are questions and answers—exchanges of joy or sor-

row—there are kissings and partings—just as be-

tween little children with all their senses.

One such interview is a better refutation of the

doctrine, that mind is the result of sensation, than

folios of learned argument. If those philosophers

who consider man as only the most perfect animal,

and attribute his superiority to his senses, be correct,

then a dog or a monkey should have mental power

quadruple that of poor Laura Bridgman, who has but

one sense.

We would not be understood to say that this child

has the same amount of knowledge that others of her

age have ; very far from it : she is nine years of age,

and yet her knowledge of language is not greater than

a common child of three years. There has been no

difficulty in communicating knowledge of facts—pos-

itive qualities of bodies—numbers, &c. ; but the

words expressive of them, which other children learn

by hearing, as they learn to talk, must all be commu-

nicated to Laura by a circuitous and tedious method.

In all the knowledge which is acquired by the per-

ceptive faculties, she is of course backward ; because,

previous to her coming here, her perceptive faculties

were probably less exercised in one week, than those

of common children are in one hour.
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What may be termed her moral nature, however,

her sentiments and affections, her sense of propriety,

of right, of property, &c, is equally well developed

as those of other children.

She is now able to understand simple sentences

expressive of action, as " shut the door," " give me a

book," &c. ; or rather, as she expresses ity " shut

door," " give book," for she does not know the force-

of the particles, the and «, any more than a prattling,

infant, who understands—give cake—but puts in me

and a from imitation, without knowing their meaning j

or than many a child in school understands the differ-

ence between a noun and verb, though he has gone

through all the parsing exercises and can give a. rule

for every thing about it. For a more detailed report

of this case, and the method, of instruction which is

followed, we refer you to Appendix C,. being a report

of the Director.

For the financial affairs of the Institution, we refer

you to the accompanying Report of our Treasurer.

It appears that there is in his hands $12,181 15,

in cash ; besides nine shares in the New-England

Bank ; which, valued at $900, makes a total of

$13,081 15. The balance in his hands, Jan. 8, 1838,

was $13,280 87.

We submit with this Report, the inventory of the

personal and real estate of the Institution ; also an

inventory of the apparatus and articles belonging to

the printing department.

Thus it will be seen, that the funds of the Institu-

tion are so small, that its continuance and usefulness

3
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must depend upon the liberality of the Legislature of

Massachusetts, and of its friends.

Thus far, that liberality has been generously exer-

cised, and we have endeavored to merit it, by extend-

ing the benefits of the Institution as far as possible.

All applicants of proper age, from this State, have

been received, and some few from other States,

where the circumstances of the individual were pe-

culiarly pressing. Massachusetts enjoys the proud

distinction of opening wide the doors of an Institution

for education, to all her blind ; and almost all will,

in time, avail themselves of it.

The number of the applicants has steadily increas-

ed and will doubtless continue to do so, as a knowl-

edge of the advantages of the Institution is more

widely diffused ; and we hope to be able to offer

gratuitous and valuable instruction to all whom mis-

fortune has thrown upon the sympathy and the char-

ity of their more favored fellows.

Respectfully,

EDWARD BROOKS,
THOMAS G. GARY,
JOHN D. FISHER,

OZIAS GOODWIN,
JOHN HOMANS,
SAMUEL P. LOUD,
HORACE MANN,
SAMUEL MAY,
JAMES K. MILLS,

WILLIAM H. PRESCOTT,
ROBERT RANTOUL,
ROBERT C. WINTHROP.



APPENDIX A.

ACCOUNT OF WORK, 1838.

C Husk,

New Mattresses made, viz. \ Palm Leaf, -

' Hair,

Old Mattresses made over, ....
Settee Cushions, " " ....
New Hair Pillows made, ....

Palm Leaf Pillows made,

Hair Bolsters " _ . . .

Settee Pillows " ...
Chair Cushions "

Pew Cushions " ...
Mats woven, ------

Filling, spun from waste Manilla,

Warp, hackled and spun, -

Hair spun,

Shoe Brushes made, -

Hair Brushes " -

Fancy Boxes «------
FANCY WORK DONE BY THE GIRLS.

Worsted Baskets made, --.-',»
Watch Guards "

Ladies' Indispensables made, ...
Silk Purses made, - - - - - -

Worsted Lamp Mats made, ...
1626 lbs. Manilla have been colored.

155

74

103

74

4

20

10

8

3

3

1161 feet.

2382 «

480 lbs.

281 "

558 "

113

34

3

72

13

12

5

4



APPENDIX B.

Gentlemen^—As our press has now stopped for want of sup-

plies, and as it is uncertain when it may go into operation again,

it seems an appropriate time for me to render an account of the

property belonging to the printing fund, and to review the history

of the enterprize.

It will be recollected by those gentlemen who were upon the

Board of Trustees, in 1833, 'the first year of the operation of our

Institution, that though our pupils succeeded in learning to read,

>the success seemed little worth, because there were but three

books in the school. These were, a book of extracts from Eng-
lish authors, published in Paris; the Gospel of St. John, printed

at Edinburg, and one small volume from the same place. These
were all the reading books for the blind then in existence in the

English language ; there was a collection of mathematical dia-

grams, executed at York, England, and these made up the whole
library of the blind.

It was obvious that more books should be printed ; but the

first object seemed to be, to find a method which would diminish

their hulk and expense ; for, if the French, the Scotch, or the

GermaE methods had been followed, a volume, like the New
Testament, would have formed twelve ponderous folios.

After hesitating a long time, whether to use a new phonetic

alphabet, or a series of stenographic characters, or the common
alphabet, I adopted the latter: not, however, without adhering to

the opinion that one of the others must eventually be used in

printing for the blind.

Having decided to use the common alphabet, slightly varied, I

endeavored to reduce the bulk of each letter to the minimum
size which the blind could feel. With this view all the unneces-

sary points, all the mere ornamental flourishes were cut off; the

interlinear space was reduced by making the bottom of the line

straight; that is, carrying up such letters as g, p, &,c, which run

below the bottom of the line. The bulk was further reduced by

using a thin paper expressly prepared, and by reducing the height

of the face of the type. In this way it was found the books might

be very much reduced in size, so that the New Testament could

be printed in two volumes—not more bulky than the Frendh

—



of which twelve at least would have been necessary to contain

the whole Testament.

Having ascertained, beyond the possibility of doubt, that any

blind child of common capacity could easily read this print, I

commenced printing ; and as the state of the funds of the Insti-

tution were small, I resolved not to ask any aid from the Treas-

ury, but appeal to the benevolent here and abroad. The appeal

was not in vain
;
generous aid flowed in, and the press was put in-

to active operation. All the money raised, was paid at once into

the Treasury, and only drawn out upon exhibition of proper

vouchers for expenses. The cost of apparatus, paper, &e. has

been, up to this date, about $8,000.

One of the first objects was, to print the New Testament, which
had never been done in any language. This was soon effected

;

then followed the book of Psalms, and successively twenty-one

editions of books.

During this time constant improvement was made in the me-
chanical execution of the printing— so that the impression became
sharper, the elevation of the letters much firmer, and the whole

appearance and value of the books much enhanced. For most of

these improvements, and for many valuable hints, I am indebted

to that ingenious mechanic, Mr. S. P. Ruggles, whose zealous

Co-operation in this work, I take much pleasure in acknowl-

edging.

From the commencement in 1833, the work has gone on
steadily until this time. Copies of the different works were sent

to all the Institutions in this country; to those of Edinburg, Glas-

gow and Bristol in England, and to several on the Continent.

In all places, as far as any knowledge has been obtained, the

blind were much pleased with them ; many pupils and teachers

declared their preference of the print to any they had ever known
;

and this, even since the more recent modifications have been
made. Within the last two years, the subject of printing for the

blind has been taken up with zeal and vigor in Glasgow, Scotland
;

in Bristol, England; and in Philadelphia. The first and the last have

adopted the use of capital letters, as recommended by Dr. Fry

;

and are now ably seconding the work of supplying the blind

with a library. The subject is attracting attention elsewhere in

Europe ; and much apprehension has been manifested lest the

variety, in the form of the types, should cause confusion to the

blind, and ruin the plan of a library for their use.

But it seems to me that no good reason has been given for thra

apprehension ; and all the strictures and criticisms which I have
yet seen, seem to arise from two sources—wrong views of the physi-

ology of the senses, or anxiety to obtain the credit of inventing a

new alphabet for the blind. The first leads men to talk about a

variety of characters confusing the blind, and utterly puzzling



them; the second makes men forget, that to the Abbe Haiiy,

alone, belongs the invention of printing for the blind.

Why should the blind be confused by a variety in the shape
of their letters, any more than we are, who read with the eye;

do we become confused when we see on the same page, italics,

roman letters, capitals, and even German text 1 When we teach a

seeing child the alphabet, do we hide little a from him, lest he

should forget great A, which he had just learned ?

The idea of confounding the blind by a variety of characters,

arises from the supposition that the sense of touch is possessed by

them in a limited quantity, and must be economized or it will be
exhausted ; but physiology teaches us that the more a sense is ex-

ercised, the more its power is increased. It teaches us, too, that

in forming an alphabet for the blind, we should give the greatest

possible diversity of shape to the letters. It is much more difficult

to distinguish four letters, expressed by one figure in various po-

sitions, as C O O 0, than four letters expressed by characters dif-

fering widely from each other. It is for this reason, and not for

those generally assigned, that the Edinburg alphabet is inferior to

others ; and that the enterprising and meritorious efforts of the

Messrs Gall have been of so little efficacy. It is for this reason

that the alphabet of Mr. Lucas, so strenuously advocated in Bris-

tol, England, will never be a favourite one with the blind; nor

can any other become so, which is not accordant with the laws of

the physiology of sensation.

Let any one reflect upon the mental process in recognizing by
the sight or by the touch, the difference between a b c and d, when
expressed thus Co QO, and when expressed thus, ab c d, or by
four figures of entirely different form : does not the former re-

quire almost a double mental process ; first to observe the form,

and then to observe which way the head is placed? We know a

fat, rubicund Boniface, from a lean and pale apothecary at once;
and so would a blind person, by feeling of them ; but he, and we,

are for a long time puzzled by the resemblance of twin brothers.

The conviction, that the fears of persons who rate the powersof
the blind so low, were unfounded, has been one reason why I

have not complied with the call which has been made upon me
through the press, and by personal correspondents, to abandon my
peculiar form of letter, and adopt the new one, for the sake of
uniformity. I say one reason, for there are others which have

weighed not a little. I grant that uniformity is desirable, though

not very important; but, in the first place, editions of books in my
character, had been printed and spread over this country and

England, and found perfectly legible by the blind, long before the

new character was introduced ; many blind persons had learned

to read them in the bosoms of their families, without going to a

blind school ; and next, my rule and compasses told me that the



23

new letters occupied quite as great, and some a greater space than

mine; consequently, that to adopt them, would be to give up the

grand desideratum, economy of space, and consequently of ex-

pense. The Glasgow type is the only one which embraces as

much matter in the same space; but to this there is the very seri-

ous objection of too great uniformity in the shape of the letters.

They are all of the same height : now any person knows that in

looking at a series of objects, or a file of men, he will have greater

difficulty in recognizing and remembering the individuals if they

are all of the same height, than he would if one was tall, another

very short, &c. This type, as well as the one used in Philadel-

phia, violates the principle that the greatest possible diversity of
shape should be given to the letters. Besides, by a new modifica-

tion, our type will give about one hundred and fifty more than

the last Glasgow books, in the same space ; as will be seen in the

forthcoming works. Under these circumstances, it did appear

to me, that complaining of my books for not conforming , was
like the soldier complaining that his regiment would not keep
step with him.*

I grant there is one apparent advantage which the new type

has—that of being more easily read by seeing people ; but this is

only an apparent advantage, for seeing people never read with their

fingers ; hence I never heed the criticisms of those who look at

printing for the blind ; if they shut their eyes and feel of the let-

ters, and tell me which is most easily recognized, I listen to them.

As for the much used argument, that old people, or seeing people

who have lost their sight, can more easily learn, by feeling, the

shape of the new letter, than of mine, because it is like the one
they were used to, I answer, that it is not so in reality. It would
seem so; but let any seeing person shut his eyes and put his fin-

gers on the two alphabets, he can distinguish no difference*

There is a wider difference than the unreflecting would suppose,

* A slight view of the progress of improvement, in this art, is interesting

and encouraging. Abbe Hatly invented it in 1784, and books continue to

be printed till this day, in the same method in France. They give three

hundred and sixty-five letters on fifty square inches of surface. After about
forty years, the subject was taken up in Scotland, by Mr. Gall, and a few
books printed, which gave five hundred and twenty-six letters on fifty square
inches. In 1833-4 it was taken up in Philadelphia and in Boston ; the Phil-
adelphia system gave only two hundred and ninety letters, and was aban-
doned. The Boston method gave seven hundred and two letters, to the fifty

square inches, and in this print twenty-one editions of books have been
printed.

In 1836-7, the subject was taken up again in Philadelphia and in Glas-
gow ; and books, showing a very great improvement, were printed. The
Philadelphia print gives eight hundred and twenty-six letters to fifty square
inches, and the Glasgow gives eight hundred and ninety-one. By a further
improvement, just effected, the Boston books will give about one thousand
and sixty-seven letters to fifty square inches.
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between the impression of touch, and of that of sight. To the

eye, light and shade are every thing ; to the touch, nothing. Those
who suppose an alphabet feels as it looks, would suppose that a

blind man should readily know figures of animals, &,c, in basso

relievo—but let them try the experiment, and they will see their

error.

One thing, I grant, is important ; that there should be an un-

derstanding between the different Institutions, about what books

each is to print ; and that no two should print the same.

The importance of this will be understood by taking a single

case. There was issued from our press, four years ago, the first

edition of the entire New Testament, which had ever been print-

ed, in any language, for the blind : of this, an edition of five

hundred copies, costing §2,000, would have sufficed for the six

Institutions in England, and four in the United States
;

giving

them fifty each. Now if another Institution had $2,000 to

expend in printing, it would surely be wise to print another

book of the same size, of which they could send us fifty copies

for fifty copies of our Testament; and, if each of the ten should

do this, their pupils would have ten works instead of one.

Any person acquainted with printing, knows the ecomomy of

large editions, and will perceive the economy of this arrangement.

Nevertheless, three years after the. issuing of the New Testa-

ment, and after the reception of copies in Glasgow, another

edition was printed there.

I can only attribute this to a want of confidence on the part of

the teachers, in the capacities of their pupils ; and I doubt not if

they had both kinds of books put into their hands, as I did into

those of mine, they would have read both the easier, instead of

being confounded. I am not, however, discouraged; and if

the means of continuing the good work can be found, I shall,

as I have done, forward copies of each work printed, to all Insti-

tutions which have a press, with an offer of exchange for their

books
;
giving notice, also, of whatever books we may contem-

plate printing.

I desire only the multiplication of books for the blind; and let

the character be what it may, I have no fears about my pupils be-

ing able to read it, provided the impression is firm and clear. I

hail with pleasure the announcement of every new work in raised

letters, and care not who gets the credit, so that the blind get the

books.

It is with much reluctance, that I have spoken of my share in

this enterprise, and especially that I have instituted any compari-

son between my method and that of others; but called upon as I

have been, to conform with others, I felt bound to show reasons

for not doing so. I am not aware of being influenced by any

partiality for my own system ; certainly I have not said so
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much in its favor as our pupils would ; for I am certain that they,

and scores of blind persons who compare our books with those in

the new type, give them a decided preference. This is certain, that

when audiences in England and Scotland weie uttering by shouts

their astonishment and pleasure, that blind children could read

books in raised letters, it had ceased altogether to be a matter of

surprise in this country, so common had it become. Nay, long

before the exhibitions were got up in Glasgow, and elsewhere,

many blind persons in this country had learned to read our books

alone, and far distant from any school.

The philosophy of the subject has been overlooked by many,
who have lately taken so much interest in it. They first con-

trive an alphabet, then find a blind child, and if he succeeds in

learning it, they cry out eureka ! and consider it evidence enough
of the superiority of the system. But, in reality, a blind child

will learn to read upon a very bad system, as seeing children

learn geography, grammar, &c. in spite of very bad methods of

instruction.

With these remarks in defence of a system to which I shall

continue to adhere, until a better one shall be found, I leave the

subject. My endeavor shall be, as it has been, to give the blind the

greatest possible quantity of reading matter in the smallest possi-

ble space, and at the least possible expense ; as yet, no system

does this so effectually as ours can ; but when one is brought for-

ward, I will adopt it. If, by the aid and encouragement of the

humane, our printing press is allowed to continue in operation, I

doubt not we shall soon be able to present works of the size of the

New Testament, in one compact and convenient volume.

I have not spoken in this Report of the maps and atlases which
originated, and have been brought to their present state of excel-

lence, entirely in our Institution ; but I may do so in a future

communication. Respectfully, S. G. HOWE.
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ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE CORPORATORS OF THE NEW-ENGLAND INSTITU-
TION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND.

Gentlemen,

We have the honor to submit the following Report of the Institution

under our charsre for the year 1838. The number of pupils in January,

1838, was sixty-three; of this number five have left, while seven new
ones have been admitted ; so that the total number is now sixty-five.

There has been no death among them, nor even a case of severe ill-

ness ; and for exemption from these, as well as from other calamities,

we would express our gratitude to the great Giver of all good.

The system of education adopted at the commencement of the Insti-

tution, has been followed during the past year, with gratifying results.

That svstem having been explained in previous Reports, we need only

allude now to its general features. The moral, intellectual, and phys-

ical nature of the pupils is developed by a division of their time, and a

variety in their occupations, which calls each into daily exercise. Four
hours are devoted to intellectual pursuits, four hours to music, four to

mechanical labor, four to recreation and play, and eight to sleep.

With regard to intellectual education, our principle has been, that

the mind has an appetite for knowledge, as the body for food; and that

the exercise of any of the mental faculties in the acquisition of knowl-

edge, is accompanied and rewarded by vivid pleasure. This pleasure

nature has made so strong as to be a sufficient inducement to the exer-

cise of the intellect ; the child seeks knowledge for the gratification it

brings ; and the object of teaching should be, to present to each and

all the mental faculties opportunities for action, and objects upon
which to act, at the appropriate time. Every child finds delight in the

exercise of his perceptive faculties, and never tires of learning new
facts and new things. It is only when he is called upon to study words
that he cannot understand, and to exercise powers of reasoning and
abstraction which are as yet undeveloped, that he turns from booKS

and school to observe and learn for himself, the things which nature

presents to his senses.



This principle, we have found, can be surely relied upon in our

school; and trusting to it, we need none of the stimuli which are by

some supposed to be necessary. We have no corporal punishments,

no prizes, no taking precedence in classes, no degradations. Emulation

there is, and will be ; nature provides for this in the self-esteem of each

individual ; but this sentiment can rarely be cultivated and used in

schools as an incentive, without producing envyings and heart burn-

ings.

Acting upon this principle, and taking care to avoid fatigue, by giv-

ing the pupils short lessons and frequent recesses, our teachers succeed

in imparting much knowledge to them. It is gratifying to find that in

spite of their having one avenue to the mind closed, they can advance in

almost every branch of study, about as fast as seeing children ; and it

is still more gratifying to witness the pleasure they derive from learn-

ing a new fact, or developing a new thought.

The whole number who attend the school regularly is sixty. Of
these, fifty-two can read the books in raised letters ; ten boys and fif-

teen girls can write a legible hand ; all those above eight years of age

are well grounded in the elementary studies of grammar, arithmetic,

and geography ; while some have made very respectable acquirements

in the higher branches of natural philosophy, algebra, geometry, and

astronomy.

The study of music, as a science, occupies a large portion of the time

of most of our pupils. The blind have, almost without an exception,

what is called a musical ear, and derive great pleasure from music

;

and moreover, it is the kind of knowledge most likely to be useful to

them in life. Nearly all our pupils can sing; forty-five play upon the

piano-forte ; and eighteen begin to perform upon the organ tolerably

well. We hope, in time, to supply many of our churches with scien-

tific organists. We have been at much expense in the musical depart-

ment, but we believe it has been a wise one. Our instructor of music

is a practical and scientific musician, and an able and zealous teacher.

He is in constant attendance; and the Institution is provided with thir-

teen piano-fortes, an organ, and twenty-six instruments for a band.

We would take this opportunity of acknowledging the zeal and ability

with which Mr. Keller has continued to discharge his duties in this

department.

In order to give our pupils every advantage for making good organ-

ists, the Institution will soon need a larger and more expensive organ

than it now possesses. We have been deterred by the cost alone from
purchasing a new one.

Our work department has been kept steadily in operation. The
amount of work done during the year, will be shown in Appendix A.

The net profits have been small, for various reasons ; the articles have

been sold low, in order to get them into the market, that their worth



might be known; many of the pupils are beginners, and waste much
stock ; then, they work but four hours a day ; and lastly, our shops

are small and inconvenient. A large, airy, and convenient shop is

very much needed ; and although the present state of the funds does

not warrant much outlay, we recommend to the Board, and to our

successors, to make an effort to supply this want. We would improve

this opportunity for soliciting the patronage of the public for our work-

shop, and removing an impression, which naturally has gone abroad,

that purchasers would be taxed for the support of the Institution.

This, however, is by no means the case ; our work is thoroughly and

faithfully done, and put at the lowest market price. We desire pur-

chasers to come to our shop, not with a view to being charitable, but

to make a good bargain for themselves.

Some of the articles are manufactured by blind persons educated in

the Institution, and who now work on their own account at home. The
profits of the sales belong to them ; and they have been taught that

they can expect no charity in trade; that in order to ensure a sale of

their goods, they must work well, and work cheap.

We do not consider mechanical employment as the one best fitted

for all the blind, though we do consider such employment useful, not

only as a part of physical education, but as a means of strengthening

the perceptive faculties, and giving to the pupils a confidence and dex-

terity in the use of their physical powers. For some, a mechanical oc-

cupation is decidedly the best ; but even to these we would give a good
intellectual education ; for we believe a child will make a better basket

maker, a better artisan of any kind, and surely a better man, for having

his intellectual and moral nature well developed. We are aware that in

this respect our system of education differs much from that pursued in

most Institutions of a similar nature; and that its wisdom may be ques-

tioned by those who adhere to the principle adopted in some English and

most continental establishments, that the blind are merely objects of

charity, and should be well clothed and fed, and merely taught to

make baskets, and turn a hand organ, or to perform similar simple

operations. But, if any other confirmation were wanting than the

evident workings of the system, we have the satisfaction of receiving

it in the comments of those best acquainted with the subject.

We do not consider blind children as mere objects of charity, but as

members of the rising generation, whose claims upon us for an educa-

tion are of the strongest nature, and not to be resisted upon the ground

of difficulty or expense. We have too great confidence in the faculties

of the human mind—too much reliance on the powers of the human
intellect—to admit that the deprivation of one bodily organ can de-

stroy or repress them. Hence we have claimed for the blind an equal

participation in the blessings of education with seeing children ; hence

we have always asserted their equality of intellect, and their capacity

for acquaintance with all branches of knowledge.
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It may be recollected, that, in the last Annual Report, it was men-
tioned that the funds of the printing department were very low, and

that without assistance from some source, the press would be stopped.

Some assistance has been given; and we would here acknowledge the

generous aid of Mr, John C. Gray, who contributed $300, it being his

second donation; of Mr. Joseph Baker, who gave $100; and of "two
friends," who gave eacli $100.

Thus the press has been kept at work, although not in full operation.

The fund is now exhausted and the continuance of our printing must

depend upon the success of our Director in his appeals to the benevo-

lent. During the year an Atlas of the principal islands of the Globe,

with statistical tables and geographical explanations, has been execut-

ed. Also, the second part of the English Reader, the first of which

was printed last year. The nature and value of this work will perhaps

be best understood by quoting its preface.

PREFACE TO VOL. II.

To the Blind.—This second volume of the English Reader con-
tains about seventy-seven pieces, which I have selected for your use
from sixtjT-six authors. The greater part of them were written in the
17th century. A few extracts, however, are from living authors, spec-
imens of whose writings were not given in the first volume.
In making the selection, I have had two objects in view ; first, to

give you a fair sample of the general style and manner of each author;
second, to give you interesting and useful knowledge. I have not
sought for the most elegant, but the most characteristic passages ; be-
cause I wished to exhibit each author in his common dress, not in his

holiday apparel.
In the second part of my plan, conveyance of useful knowledge, I

have selected passages of a cheerful and elevating character ; avoiding
alike those which are frivolous and merely amusing, and those which
are gloomy and depressing.
You will find some views of the great principles of religion and mo-

rality, but none of a sectarian character.
I trust tli e work will be both interesting and useful to you; for al-

though there are objections to books of extracts for general use, I
think they do not apply in your case. Your library must be always
of comparatively limited extent; you cannot expect, for instance, that
works of the seventeenth century should be printed for your use;
nevertheless, it is desirable that you should know something about
them.
Now when you have read an extract from an old author, in one of

your own books, you will naturally feel a sort of acquaintance with
him. and desire to know more about him; and when you hear his

works read, you will listen with more pleasure and interest, than to the
words of a stranger.

"W ith these views, I have compiled this work ; not copying the books
of extracts in common use, but selecting the pieces after examining
each author. With the hope that it may be useful, I place it at your
fingers' ends. S. G. Howe.

It will be perceived upon inspection of these books, that in point of

mechanical execution they are far superior to any ever printed at our

press. Indeed, we may safely say, nothing equal to them can be found



here; we have the most recent publications of the Philadelphia, the

Scotch and the German Institutions, and the most untutored eye or

touch, can perceive the improvement made in ours upon them. The
improvement consists in stereotyping, by which a smooth surface is

given to the body of the paper, upon which the raised lines become
much more sensible to the touch.

As the subject of printing for the blind is now beginning to attract

much attention in England, and on the continent of Europe, and as a

press, built after the model of our own, has been put into active and

useful operation in the excellent Institution in Philadelphia, it may not

be inappropriate here to review the progress of the work, and the part

our Institution has taken in it.

On the opening of our School, seven years ago, a great want of

books was felt; for those which could be procured from Europe were

verv clumsy, and very expensive. But not enough of even these could

be had, for there had been but three or four small works printed in the

English language, the whole not equal in quantity of reading matter,

to the contents of the New Testament. Our Director, foreseeing that

as soon as the blind should be taught to read, there would be a cry for

books, instituted a series of experiments, and printed some portion of

the New Testament, in a method of his own, which promised to di-

minish the bulk and expense of books one half. About the same time,

Mr. Sneider was engaged in a similar attempt in Philadelphia, and

printed the Gospel of St. Mark, after the French manner. This, how-
ever, did not succeed to his mind—at least no more printing was done

in that method. Meantime the newly modified type, having been tried

by many blind children, was adopted as our standard, and works be-

gan to be issued from our press. In three years, more than'three

times the quantity of matter was printed, than had before appeared in

the English language; the New Testament, a Universal History in

three volumes, a Geography, Grammar, and Spelling Book, appeared

in rapid succession.*

* The following is a list of the books from our press, with the prices at which they

are sold to those who can purchase; to the indigent, most of the works are gra-

tuitously distributed.

New Testament, complete, 2 vols., or 4 vols. .... $1200
The Psalms of the Old Testament, 1 vol. - - - - - 3 00

Outlines of History, Ancient and Modern, 3 vols. - - - - 10 00

Dairyman's Daughter, - - - - -
9

- - - 100
The Harvey Boys, - - - - - - - - - 1 00

Spelling Hook, ......... i 00

English Grammar, - - - - - - - - - 1 00

The Pilgrim's Progress, - - - - - - - - 2 00

Baxter's CaH. - - - - 1 00

Six Penny Gla&s of Wine, - - - - - - - 50

Life of Melancthon, - - - - - - - - l 00

Book of Sacred Hymns, - - - - - - - - 1 00
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Many of these books found their way to Europe, and an edition of

the Psalms of David was printed, to an order from England. After

three years, the subject was taken up again in Philadelphia, and in

Scotland. The Institution at Glasgow established a press, and it is

now in operation ; and the Philadelphia press is contributing valuable

additions to the library of the Blind.

Much apprehension has been expressed that the variety in the form
of the letters used at different presses, should cause confusion to the

blind, and mar the project of a library for their use; but we partake

not in the alarm. Our pupils can read all the different varieties of

type, though they prefer their own ; and we hold that the more they

exercise their touch, the more acute it becomes. Hence we never ask

where a book is printed—but procure all we can, and put them into

our school ; and when we find any books which they like better than

our own, we shall abandon our system of printing, and adopt the im-

provement.

For further information on this interesting subject, we would refer

you to Appendix B, being a Report of the Director to our Board.

With him this plan of printing a library for the Blind originated, and
it is entirely to his individual efforts that the Blind owe the editions of

books above named. He has drawn no sums from our Treasury ; and
the first expensive experiments, the success of which were problem-

atical, were made at his own risk and expense. We will not, however,

dismiss the subject, without earnestly soliciting for the plan the aid and

encouragement of the benevolent and wealthy.

It may be remembered, that in the Report of the last Board, particular

mention was made of a deaf, dumb, and blind girl, named Laura
Bridgman, then a pupil, and promise was given of further notice of

her case.

It has been ascertained beyond the possibility of doubt, that she

cannot see a ray of light, cannot hear the least sound, and never exer-

cises her sense of smell, if she has any. Thus her mind dwells in

darkness and stillness, as profound as that of a closed tomb at mid-

night. Of beautiful sights, and sweet sounds, and pleasant odors, she

has no conception ; nevertheless she seems as happy and playful as a

bird or a lamb; and the employment of her intellectual faculties, the

Howe's Geography, 1 vol. - - - - - - - 2 00

" Blind Child's F^rst Book, 1 00

" Blind Child's Second Book, 1 00

" General Atlas, 3 00

" Atlas of the United States, 2 00

" Book of Diagrams, illustrative of Natural Philosophy, - - 1 00

" English Reader : Selections in prose and verse, from English and
American authors, Part 1, - - - - - • 2 00

" English Reader, Part 2, - - - . - - 2 00

"Atlas of the principal Islands on the globe, with Statistical Tables, 2 00
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acquirement of a new idea, gives her a vivid pleasure, which is plainly-

marked in her expressive features. She never seems to repine, but

has all the buoyancy and gaiety of childhood. She is fond of fun and

frolic, and when playing with the rest of the children, her shrill laugh

sounds loudest of the group.

When left alone, she seems very happy if she has her knitting or

sewing, and will busy herself for hours; if she has no occupation, she

evidently amuses herself by imaginary dialogues, or recalling past im-

pressions ; she counts with her fingers, or spells out names of things

which she has recently learned, in the manual alphabet of the deaf

mutes. In this lonely self-communion she reasons, reflects, and ar-

gues : if she spells a word wrong with the fingers of her right hand,

she instantly strikes it with her left, as her teacher does, in si°:n of dis-

approbation : if right, then she pats herself upon the head and looks

pleased. She sometimes purposely spells a word wrong with the left

hand, looks roguish for a moment and laughs, and then with the right

hand strikes the left, as if to correct it.

During the year she has attained great dexterity in the use of the

Manual Alphabet of the deaf mutes; and she spells out the words and

sentences which she knows, so fast and so deftly, that only those ac-

customed to this language can follow with the eye, the rapid motions

of her fingers.

But wonderful as is the rapidity with which she writes her thoughts

upon the air, still more so is the ease and accuracy wtth which she reads

the words thus written by another, grasping their hand in hers, and

following every movement of their fingers, as letter after letter con-

veys their meaning to her mind. It is in this way that she converses

with her blind playmates, and nothing can more forcibly show the

power of mind in forcing matter to its purpose, than a meeting be-

tween them. For, if great talent and skill are necessary for two pan-

tomimes to paint their thoughts and feelings b3r the movements of the

body, and the expression of the countenance, how much greater the

difficulty when darkness shrouds them both, and the one can hear no

sound!

When Laura is walking through a passage-wajr, with her hands

spread before her, she knows instantly every one she meets, and passes

them with a sign of recognition; but if it be a girl of her own age, and

especially is one of her favorites, there is instantly a bright smile of

recognition—an inter-twining of arms—a grasping of hands—and a

swift telegraphing upon the tiny fingers, whose rapid evolutions con-

vey the thoughts and feelings from the outposts of one mind to those

of the other. There are questions and answers—exchanges of joy or

sorrow —there are kissings and partings—just as between little chil-

dren with all their senses.

One such interview is a better refutation of the doctrine, that mind
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is the result of sensation, than folios of learned argument. If those

philosophers who consider man as only the most perfect animal, and

and attribute his superiority to his senses, be correct, then a dog or a

monkey should have mental power quadruple that of poor Laura

Bridgtnan, whe has but one sense.

We would not be understood to say that this child has the same
amount of knowledge that others of her age have; very far from it;

she is nine years of age, and yet her knowledge of language is not

greater than a common child of three years. There has been no

difficulty in communicating knowledge of facts—positive qualities of

bodies—numbers, &c. ; but the words expressive of them, which other

children learn by hearing, as they learn to talk, must all be commu-
nicated to Laura by a circuitous and tedious method. In all the

knowledge which is acquired by the perceptive faculties, she is .of

course backward ; because, previous to her coming here, her percep-

tive faculties were probably less exercised in one week, than those of

common children are in one hour.

What may be termed her moral nature, however, her sentiments

and affections, her sense of propriety, of right, of property, &c, is

equally well developed as those of other children.

She is now able to understand simple sentences expressive of action,

as "shut the door," " give me a book," &c. ; or rather, as she ex-

presses it, "shut door," "give book," for she does not know the force

of the particles, the and a, any more than a prattling infant, who
understands—give cake—but puts in me and a from imitation, without

knowing their meaning ; or than many a child in school understands

the difference between a noun and a verb, though he has gone through

all the parsing exercises and can give a rule for everything about it.

For a more detailed report of this case, and the method of instruction

which is followed, we refer you to Appendix C, being a report of the

Director.

For the financial affairs of the Institution, we refer you to the ac-

companying Eeport of our Treasurer. It appears that there is in his

hands $12,181.15, in cash; besides nine shares in the New-England
Bank; which, valued at $900, makes a total of $13,081.15. The
balance in his hands, Jan. 8. 1838, was $13,280.87.

We submit with this Eeport, the inventory of the personal and real

estate of the Institution, also an inventory of the apparatus and articles

belonging to the printing department.

Thus it will be seen, that the funds of the Institution are so small,

that its continuance and usefulness must depend upon the liberality of

the Legislature of Massachusetts, and of its friends.

Thus far, that liberality has been generously exercised, and we
have endeavored to merit it, by extending the benefits of the Institu-

tion as far as possible. All applicants of proper age, from this State,
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have been received, and some few from other States, where the cir-

cumstances of the individual were peculiarly pressing-

. Massachu-

setts enjoys the proud distinction of opening wide the doors of an In-

stitution for education, to all her blind ; and almost all will, in time,

avail themselves of it.

The number of the applicants has steadily increased and will doubt-

less continue to do, so, as a knowledge of the advantages of the Insti-

tution is more widely diffused ; and we hope to be able to offer gratui-

tous and valuable instruction to all whom misfortune has thrown upon
the sympathy and the charity of their more favored fellows.

Respectfully,

EDWARD BROOKS,
THOMAS G. CARY,
JOHN D. FISHER,
OZIAS GOODWIN,
JOHN HOMANS,
SAMUEL P. LOUD,
HORACE MANN.
SAMUEL MAY,
JAMES K. MILLS,
WILLIAM H. PRESCOTT,
ROBERT RANTOUL,
ROBERT C. WINTHROP.



APPENDIX A.

ACCOUNT OF WORK, 1838.

C Husk, ----- 155

New Mattresses made, viz. \ Palm Leaf,----- 74

'Hair. 103

Old Mattresses made over, - - - 74

Settee Cushions, " -------- 4

New Hair Pillows made, - -20
" Palm Leaf Pillows made, 10

" Hair Bolsters " 8

" Settee Pillows " 3

" Chair Cushions "-_-_--_3
" Pew Cushions " - - - - - - 1161 feet.

" Mats woven, 2382 "

Filling, spun from waste Manilla, ------ 480 lhs.

Warp, hackled and spun, ------- 281 "

Hair spun, - - - - - -'- - - - 55S "

Shoe Brushes made, -------- 113

Hair Brushes " - - - - 34

Fancy Boxes " __._--__ 3

FANCY WORK DONE BY THE GIRLS.

Worsted baskets made, 72

Watch Guards " 13

Ladies' Indispensables made, ------ 12

Silk Purses made, -------- 5

Worsted Lamp Mats made, ------- 4

1626 lbs. Manilla have been colored.



APPENDIX B.

Gentlemen :—As our press has now stopped for want of supplies,

and as it is uncertain when it may go into operation again, it seems an
appropriate time for me to render an account of the property belong-
ing to the printing fund, and to review the history of the enterprise.

It will be recollected by those gentlemen who were upon the Board
of Trustees, in 1833, the first year of the operation of our Institution,

that though our pupils succeeded in learning to read, the success
seemed little worth, because there were but three books in the school.
These were, a book of extracts from English authors, published in

Paris; the Gospel of St. John, printed at Edinburgh, and one small
volume from the same place. These were all the reading books for
the blind then in existence in the English language; there was a col-

lection of mathematical diagrams, executed at York, England, and
these made up the whole library of the blind.

It was obvious that more books should be printed; but the first

object seemed to be, to find a method which would diminish their bulk
and expense; for, if the French, the Scotch, or the German methods
had been followed, a volume, like the New Testament, would have
formed twelve ponderous folios.

After hesitating a Ions time, whether to use a new phonetic alphabet,
or a series of stenographic characters, or the common alphabet, I
adopted the latter; not, however, without adhering to the opinion that
one of the others must eventually be used in printing for the bliud.

Having decided to use the common alphabet, slightly varied, I en-
deavored to reduce the bulk of each letter to the minimum size which
the blind could feel. With this view all the unnecessary points, all

the mere ornamental flourishes were cut off; the interlinear space was
reduced by making the bottom of the line straight; that is, carrying
up such letters as g, p, &c, which run below the bottom of the line.

The bulk was further reduced by using a thin paper expressly pre-
pared, and by reducing the height of the face of the type. In this way
it was found the books might be very much reduced in size, so that the
New Testament could be printed in two volumes—not more bulky
than the French—of which twelve at least would have been necessary
to contain the whole Te.stament.
Having ascertained, beyond the possibility of doubt, that any blind

child of common capacity could easily read this print, I commenced
printing; and as the state of the funds of the Institution were small, I
resolved not to ask any aid from the Treasury, but appeal to the bene-
volent here and abroad. The appeal was not in vain ;» generous aid
flowed in, and the press was put into active operation. All the money
raised, was pa'd at once into the Treasury, and only drawn out upon
exhibition of proper vouchers for expenses. The cost of apparatus,
paper, &c. has been, up to this date, about $8,000.
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One of the first objects was, to print the New Testament, which has
never been done in any language. This was soon effected; then fol-

lowed the book of Psalms, and successively twenty-one editions of
books.
During this time constant improvement was made in the mechanical

execution of printing—so that the impression became sharper, the ele-

vation of the letters much firmer, and the whole appearance and value
of the books much enhanced. For most of these improvements, and
for many valuable hints, I am indebted to that ingenious mechanic,
Mr- S. P. Ruggles, whose zealous co-operation in this work, I take
much pleasure in acknowledging.
From the commencement in 1833, the work has gone on steadily un-

til this time. Copies of the different works were sent to all the Insti-

tations in this country; to those of Edinburg, Glasgow and Bristol in

England, and to several on the Continent. In all places, as far as any
knowledge has been obtained, the blind were much pleased with them;
many pupils and teachers declared their preference of the print to any
they had ever known ; and this, even since the more recent modifica-
tions have been made. Within the last two years, the subject of print-

ing for the blind has been taken up with zeal and vigor in Glasgow,
Scotland; in Bristol, England; and in Philadelphia. The first and last

have adopted the use of capital letters, as recommended by Dr. Fry;
and are now ably seconding the work of supplying the blind with a li-

brary. The subject is attracting attention elsewhere in Europe; and
much apprehension has been manifested lest the variety, in the form of
the types, should cause confusion to the blind, and ruin the plan of a
library for their use.

But it seems to me that no good reason has been given for this ap-
prehension ; and all the strictures and criticisms which I have yet
seen, seem to arise from two sources—wrong views of the physiology
of the senses, or anxiety to obtain the credit of inventing a new aloha-
bet for the blind. The first leads men to talk about a variety of char-
acters confusing the blind, and utterly puzzling them; the second
makes men forget, that to the Abbe Hauy, alone, belongs the invention

of printing for the blind.

Why should the blind be confused by a variety in the shape of their

letters, any more than we are, who read with the eye; do we become
confused when we see on the same page, italics, roraan letters, capitals,

and even German text? When we teach a seeing child the alphabet,
do we hide little a from him, lest he should forget great A, which he
had just learned?
The idea of confounding the blind by a variety of characters, arises

from the supposition that the sense of touch is possessed by them in a
limited quantity, and must be economized or it will be exhausted ; but
physiology teaches us that the more a sense is exercised, the more its

power is increased. It teaches us, too, that in forming an alphabet
for the blind, we should give the greatest possible diversity of shape to

the letters. It is much more difficult to distinguish four letters, ex-
pressed by one figure in various positions, as Cq qQ, than four let-

ters expressed by characters differing widely from each other. It is

for this reason, and not for those generally assigned, that the Edin-
bury alphabet is inferior to others; and that the enterprising and mer-
itorious efforts of the Messrs. Gall have been of so little efficacy. It is

for this reason that the alphabet of Mr. Lucas, so strenuously advocat-
ed in Bristol, England, will never become a favourite one with the
blind ; nor can any other become so, which is not accordant with the

laws of the physiology of sensation.
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Let any one reflect upon the mental process in recognizing by the
sight or the touch, the difference between a b c and d, when expressed
thus Cq oO, and when expressed thus, a b c d, or by four figures

of entirely different form ; does not the former require almost a double
mental process ; first to observe the form, and then to observe which
way the head is placed? We know a fat, rubicund Boniface, from a
lean and pale apothecary at once; and so would a blind person, by
feeling of them ; but he, and we, are for a long time puzzled by the re-

semblance of twin brothers.

The conviction, that the fears of persons who rate the powers of the
blind so low, were unfounded, has been one reason why I have not
complied with the call which has been made upon me through the
press, and by personal correspondents, to abandon my peculiar form
of letter, and adopt the new one. for the sake of uniformity. I say one
reason, for there are others that have weighed not a little. I grant
that uniformity is desirable, though not very important; but, in the
first place, editions of books in my character, had been printed and
spread over this country and England, and found perfectly legible by
the blind, long before the new character was introduced; many blind
persons had learned to read them in the bosoms of their families, with-
out going to a blind school; and next, my rule and compasses told me
that the new letters occupied quite as great, and some a greater space
than mine; consequent^, that to adopt them, would be to give up the
grand desideratum, economy of space, and consequently of expense.
The Glasgow type is the only one that embraces as much matter in the
same space ; but to this there is the very serious objection of too great
uniformity in the shype of the letters. They are all of the same height;
now any person knows that in looking at a series of objects, or a file

of men. he will have greater difficulty in recognizing and remembering
the individuals if they are all of the same height, than he would if one
was tall, another very short, »fec. This type, as well as the. one used
in Philadelphia, violates the principle that the greatest possible diversity

of shape should be given to the letters. Besides, by a new modification,
our type will give about one hundred and fifty more than the last

Glasgow books, in the same space; as will be seen in ihe forthcoming
works. Under these circumstances, it did appear to me, that com-
plaining of my books for not conforming, was like the soldier com-
plaining that his regiment would not keep step with him.*

I grant there is one apparent advantage which the new type has

—

that of beinor more easily read by seeing people ; but this is only an
apparent advantage, for seeing people never read with their fingers;
hence I never heed the criticisms of those who look at printing for the
blind ; if they shut their eyes and feel of the letters, and tell me which is

most easily recognized, I listen to them. As for the much used argu-

*A slight view of the progress ot improvement, in this art, is interesting and en-
couraging. Abbe H.-iuy invented it in 1784. and books continue to be printed till

this day, in the same method in France. They give three hundred and sixty-five
letters oil fifty square inches of surface. After about forty years, the subject was
taken up in Scotland, by Mr. Gall, and a few books printed, which gave five hun-
hundred and twenty-six ietters on fifty square inches. In 1833-4 it was taken up in
Philadelphia and in Boston; the Philadelphia system gave only two hundred and
ninety letters, and was abandoned. The Boston method gave seven hundred and
two letters, to the fifty square inches, and in this print twenty-one editions of books
have been printed.
In 1836-7, the subject was taken up again in Philadelphia and in Glasgow ; and

books, showing a very great improvement, were printed. The Philadelphia print
gives eight hundred and twenty-six letters to fiftv square inches, and the Glasgow
gives eight hundred and ninety-one. By a further improvement, just effected, the
Boston books will give about one thousand and sixty-seven letters to filty square
inches.



16

merit, that old people, or seeing people who have lost their sight, can
more easily learn, by feeling, the shape of the new letter, than of mine,
because it is like the one they were used to, I answer, that it is not so in
reality. It would seem so ; but let any seeing person shut his eyes
and put his fingers on the two alphabets, he can distinguish no differ-

ence. There is a wider difference than the unreflecting would sup-
pose, between the impression of touch, and that of sight. To the eye,
light and shade are everything; to the touch, nothing. Those who
suppose an alphabet feels as it looks, would suppose that a blind mau
should readily know figures of animals, etc., in basso relievo—but let

them try the experiment, and they will see their error.

One thing, I grant, is important; that there should be an under-
standing between the different Institutions, about what books each is

to print; and that no two should print the same.
The importance of this will be understood by taking a single case.

There was issued from our press, four years ago, the first edition of
the entire New Testament, which had ever beeu printed, in any lan-
guage, for the blind: of this, an edition of five hundred copies, cost-
ing $2,000, would have sufficed for the six Institutions in England,
and four in the United States

;
giving them fifty each. Now if another

Institution had $2,000 to expend in printing, it would surely be wise
to print another book of the same size, of which they could send us
fifty copies for fifty copies of our Testament; and, if each of the ten
should do this, their pupils would have ten works instead of one.
Any person acquainted with printing, knows the economy of large edi-

tions, and will perceive the economy of this arrangement. Neverthe-
less, three years after the issuing of the New Testament, and after the
reception of copies in Glasgow, another edition was printed there.

I can only attribute this to a want of confidence on the part of the
teachers, in the capacities of their pupils; and I doubt not if they had
both kinds of books put into their hands, as I did into those of mine,
they would have read both the easier, instead of being confounded. I
am not, however, discouraged; and if the means of continuing the
good work can be found, I shall, as I have done, forward copies of
each work printed, to all Institutions which have a press, with an of-

fer of exchange for their books
;
giving notice, also, of whatever books

we may contemplate printing.

I desire only the multiplication of books for the blind; and let the
character be what it may, I have no fears about my pupils being able
to read it, provided the impression is firm and clear. I hail with
pleasure the announcement of every new work in raised letters, and
care not who gets the credit, so that the blind get the books.

It is with much reluctance, that I have spoken of my share in this

enterprise, and especially that I have instituted any comparison be-
tween my method and that of others; but called upon as 1 have been,
to conform with others, I felt bound to show reasons for not doing so.

I am not aware of being influenced by any partiality for my own sys-

tem ; certainiy I have not said so much in its favor as our pupils

would ; for I am certain that they, and scores of blind persons who
compare our books with those in the new type, give them a decided
preference. This is certain, that when audiences in England and Scot-
land were uttering by shouts their astonishment and pleasure, that

blind children could read books in raised letters, it had ceased alto-

gether to be a matter of surprise in this country, so common had it

become. Nay, long before the exhibitions were got up in Glasgow,
and elsewhere, many blind persons in this country had learned to read
our books alone, and far distant from any school.
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The philosophy of the subject has been overlooked by many, who
have lately taken so much interest in it. They first contrive an alpha-

bet, then find a blind child, and if he succeeds in learning it, they cry

out eureka ! and consider it evidence enough of the superiority of the

system. But, in reality, a blind child will learn to read upon a very
bad system, as seeing children learn geography grammar, ifcc. in spite

of very bad methods of instruction;

With these remarks in defence of a system to which I shall continue

to adhere, until a better one shall be foxind, I leave the subject. My
endeavor shall be, as it has been, to give the blind the greatest possible

quantity of reading matter in the smallest possible space, and at the

least possible expense; as yet no system does this so effectually as

ours can ; but when one is brought forward, I \V\\\ adopt it. If, by
the aid and encouragement of the humane', our printing press is

allowed to continue in operation, I doubt not we shall soon be able to

present works of the size of the aSTevv Testament, in one compact and
convenient volume.

I have not spoken in this Report of the maps and atlases which
originated, and have been brought to their present state of excellence,

entirely in our Institution; but I mar do so in a future communica-
tion. ' Respectfully. S. G. HOWE.
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