
TWELFTH

ANNUAL REPORT

THE TRUSTEES

PERKINS INSTITUTION

MASSACHUSETTS

ASYLUM FOE THE BLIND.

CORPORATION

BOSTON:
DUTTON AND WENTWORTH'S PRINT.

1844.





ANNUAL REPORT.

to the members of the corporation.

Gentlemen :

The period has arrived when it becomes our duty

to render to you an account of the administration of

the Institution which you committed to our charge

last January.

In April last, soon after the publication of the An-

nual Report for 1842, the Director, Dr. Howe, asked

and received permission to be relieved from his du-

ties for the term of one year. He had labored hard

and with success for ten years in building up the In-

stitution, and by his unremitting exertions in your

behalf for so long a period, he had injured in some

degree his physical constitution. Under these cir-

cumstances it seemed but just that we should grant

his request. With the approval of the Board he

left the Institution, and on the first day of May,

184J, he sailed lor Europe.
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From letters which have been received from Dr.

Howe since his absence, it appears that there has

been no decline of ardor on his part in the cause of

those for whose amelioration he has been so long and

so honorably engaged. Eleven years have elapsed,

since, by your authority, he visited Europe for the

purpose of an examination of the modes of instruct-

ing the blind in the schools there established. Dur-

ing this period many improvements have doubtless

been made in the art of communicating instruction

to this class of persons. Of the value and import-

ance of these improvements no one is better prepar-

ed, and better able to judge, than Dr. Howe ; and,

when he returns, the benefit of his observations will

be fully experienced by our Institution, and other

kindred ones of our country. In his intercourse with

the instructors of the blind in foreign countries dur-

ing his present visit, he will impart to them a knowl-

edge of whatever improvements have been made in

the process of educating the blind in our own land
;

and it affords us no small degree of pleasure to re-

flect that thus some adequate return will be made

for benefits received.

Since the absence of Dr. Howe, the general inter-

ests and direction of the Institution have been carri-

ed on by one of the Trustees, while the more imme-

diate charge of the internal arrangements has fallen

under the direction of Mr. Hach, our instructor of

music, who, by his long residence in the Institution,

is well qualified for the increased duties of his station.

There has not been in consequence of this change

of presiding officers any material change in the man-

agement of the establishment, but the general prin-



ciples already adopted have been faithfully carried

out ; and it gives us pleasure to add, that all things

have gone on harmoniously, and that nothing has

occurred to interrupt the usual course of administra-

tion.

At the close of the year 1842, as was stated in

the Annual Report, the number of blind connected

with the Institution was sixty-eight. During the

past year twelve of these have left, and nineteen

new pupils have been received ; so that at the pres-

ent time the number under our charge is seventy-five,

showing an increase of seven, and a greater number

of inmates than have ever been in the Institution

at any one period. Large as the number of fresh

admissions have been, compared with that of any

former year, it would have been still larger, if the

Legislative grants made for the education of the

blind, had not been expended on pupils already in

the Institution from two of the neighboring states,

and thus prevented the reception of any more from

these states till the newly elected Legislatures come

together ; when, we doubt not, new and increased

appropriations will be made by them, sufficient, we
trust, to enable every blind person in the State, of

the proper age, and possessing the requisite qualifi-

cations, to enter our school.

We have stated above that the number of blind

now connected with the Institution is seventy-five.

From sickness and other causes six of these are now
absent, leaving the present number sixty-nine. Of
these, fifty-seven are in the schools, and the remainder

are engaged in the work department. These school

pupils are from the following states, viz : thirty-five are



from Massachusetts, six from Maine, two from New
Hampshire, seven from Vermont, two from Rhode

Island, three from Connecticut, and two are from

South Carolina. Of those engaged in the work de-

partment, being seventeen in number, seven belong

to Massachusetts, three to Maine, five to New Hamp-

shire, one to Vermont, one to Connecticut. These,

by the facilities afforded them by the Institution, are

enabled to support themselves wholly or in part, and

some of them to accumulate and lay aside something

for their future benefit.

The course of instruction in the schools, the hours

of study, and the time devoted to music, have been

in all respects the same as in past years ; and we

are happy in believing that the progress made by the

pupils in their respective studies has been as satis-

factory as heretofore.

A general change has, however, taken place in the

aspect of the school rooms, as will readily be noticed

by you ; first, with regard to the age of the pupils,

and secondly, with regard to their intellectual acquire-

ments. This change has arisen from the dismission,

or change of employment during the year, of a num-

ber of the older pupils, who had reaped such benefit

as to render a longer stay in the school unnecessary,

and the reception of many of a more tender age in

their places.

All of the new pupils, as has always been the case,

came under our care, not only ignorant of the sim-

plest elements of education, but also with minds

wholly undisciplined, and with physical constitutions

more or less impaired by the indulgence of habits,

originating from a mistaken fondness on the part ot



their guardians at home. The obstacles to improve-

ment thus presented can only be overcome by per-

severing attention and careful watching on the part

of their instructors.

To the eye of the occasional visitant the intel-

lectual character of the school department is not,

therefore, of so high a standard as it was one year

since ; but this must be looked upon as a fortunate

circumstance for the Institution and the pupils them-

selves. For, being at so early an age brought under

a regular and proper course of physical, intellectual

and moral culture, the precepts inculcated will sink

more strongly into their minds, and as good seed is

sown before the tares have had time to take root, the

harvest will be more abundant, and of a purer and

better quality. But when the pupil commences his

education at a more advanced age, his habits of body

and mind are in a measure established ; and not sel-

dom are deep rooted prejudices to be overcome be-

fore the mind expands sufficiently to perceive that

the discipline pursued is for its ultimate good.

Without some cultivation, the mind will ever re-

main in a dormant and infantile condition ; and it is

only by presenting to it the proper stimuli, that it

can be made to acquire strength. As the body re-

quires exercise for its development, and will decline

unless it be taken, so it is with the mind. Forgetful

of this truth, and fearing to intrust their beloved child

to the care of strangers, parents are in the practice of

keeping their blind children too long at the family

fire-side, and until both their physical and mental

powers are enfeebled by mistaken indulgences.

We would, therefore, encourage and urge parents
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to commence the education of their blind children at

the earliest possible age, at home, and not keep them

back from receiving the advantages of institutions

established for their exclusive benefit, to so late a

period as has been done heretofore.

It is a fact, that the young blind learn to read in

an actually shorter period than most seeing children
;

and so perfectly convinced of this are many parents

who are in the habit of visiting the Institution, that

they frequently express their determination of blind-

folding their own children, and teaching them by the

blind or raised letter alphabet.

Such expressions are of course made in sport ; but

still there is philosophy in them. From our knowledge

of the comparative progress made by blind and see-

ing children in the art of reading and in Geography,

we are disposed to believe that the sense of touch is

as useful as that of vision in acquiring these branches

of education ; and that seeing children, by employing

the sense of touch and of sight at the same time,

would both learn to read and to master Geography

more readily and more accurately than they now do

by the aid of sight alone.

The use of the maps, and other apparatus of the

blind, for the purpose of teaching the seeing, would

be an interesting experiment, and one which might

lead to important results in regard to primary educa-

tion in common schools.

Several of the new pupils who are yet under eight

years of age, and who have been under instruction

only a few months, are already able to read with

considerable facility, and have made some proficiency

in arithmetic and music. The older and more ad-



vanced scholars have made honorable attainments in

the higher branches of knowledge, and show a ca-

pacity for them, which proves that the loss of vision

does not debar them from wandering in the loftier

pursuits, but that even here the path of wisdom lies

plain before them.

Jn this connection it gives us much satisfaction to

state that another of our pupils, John M. Sturtevant,

of Rochester, Mass., having been prepared for the

University, has been admitted a member of Dart-

mouth College, and such was his capacity, that he

was readily entered at an advanced standing.

The health of the pupils during the year, has,

with a few exceptions, been uniformly good. A few

cases of acute disease have occurred, one of which

proved fatal. Betsey Smith, of Nantucket, aged fif-

teen, was suddenly attacked with croup in July, and

died after a few hours of severe suffering, which no

medical treatment could relieve.

This young girl was an object of deep commise-

ration while living, and much anxiety was felt for her

future well-being in life. She was an orphan, and

had no relatives to care for her. Her mind had been

blunted in consequence of epileptic fits, to which she

was frequently subject, and the prospect was that

the occurrence of the attacks would finally result in

idiocy, had the kind hand of Providence not stricken

her down at an early age. This has been the only

instance of fatal termination of disease that we have

to record. Would that it were the only instance of

mortality that has happened to cast a gloom over our

household the past year. Death has, indeed, but

seldom visited our blind family, and when it has cut

2
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off one of our number, a warning voice has preceded

its fatal shaft. Disease, more or less protracted,

has been its cause. But, within the year, we have

been called to mourn over the loss of one whose

death was caused by accidental drowning. The pupil

who was thus suddenly removed from us was John

Develin, an intelligent and interesting lad, eight

years old, belonging to Chaiiestown, in this state.

On the morning of the fourth of September, this

lad and a number of other pupils were conducted to

the beach in the rear of the house to bathe, which is

their daily practice in the warm season. Eight

minutes are allowed them to indulge in this luxury,

and before this time had expired, it was discovered

that the unfortunate youth had disappeared. It was

supposed that he must have sunk immediately after

entering the water, from some sudden affection of

the brain or stomach. His body was soon found in

shallow water, and every possible effort was made

to resuscitate the lifeless corpse, but all in vain, for

the spirit, which once animated it, had departed for-

ever.

This occurrence, of so sudden and painful a na-

ture, produced a most profound sensation. It was

the first fatal or even serious accident that had ever

happened among the pupils, and it cast a sadness and

a gloom over the sympathising circle, which could not

for a long time be dissipated.*

It might be expected that the blind would be par-

* One other death occurred in the house during the year. Louis Parez,

an amiable lad from the State of Georgia, arrived at the Institution in Au-

gust, for the purpose of becoming a pupil ; but, before he had an opportu-

nity to enter on a course of instruction, he was attacked by epileptic fits,

to which he had often been subject, and died after a few hours of suffering.
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ticularly liable to accidents, from the eagerness and

fearlessness with which they engage in the physical

exercises. They run, jump, climb trees, coast on

their sleds, and go through all the usual gymnastic

performances, fearless of danger, and seldom meet

with harm, because they use with so much firmness

the organs of locomotion, and are more guided by

the influence of caution than seeing children are.

The almost uninterrupted health the pupils have

hitherto enjoyed, is to be ascribed to the regulations

of the Institution, founded upon the laws of hygiene.

Cleanliness, a regular diet, regular and stated hours

for study and for recreation, for work and repose, are

by these laws strictly enjoined, and, under the di-

rection of the officers and teachers, are faithfully

enforced. By obedience to these laws, the amount

of sickness among the ninety inmates has not, during

the whole year, equalled that commonly met with

in a small family in the city in the same space of

time. This exemption from disease may in no small

degree, also, be attributed to the information that

has been imparted to them, and will continue to be,

on the subjects of the preservation and promotion of

health.

The introduction of no study has been more grati-

fying to the pupils, or attended with more really

beneficial results, than that of Anatomy and Physi-

ology, as applied to health, upon which subjects in-

struction has been given to a class of the older and

more advanced scholars. In our opinion, a knowl-

edge of their own frames, and of some, at least, of

the functions going on in their bodies, should be

taught to children generally at an early age. It is a
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study which can be made as interesting as any other,

and certainly no one can surpass it in importance.

The saying is an old one, that a sound mind cannot

exist in an unsound body, but the practice resulting

from this truth has been greatly neglected in the ed-

ucation of the young.

Were every pupil, on leaving school, conversant

with the laws of health, and the construction and

functions of his own frame, as he might be ; and were

he taught to appreciate the value of this knowledge,

a revolution would soon be effected in the physical

and mental condition of the community. The fright-

ful number of premature deaths would be diminished,

the prevalence of hereditary diseases would receive a

check, and the duration of life would be increased

many years.

The blind, especially, need this kind of instruc-

tion, and it is to be hoped that it will be the constant

object of Institutions to give it to them, believing,

as we do, that no greater boon can be conferred on

them, than in teaching how to promote and maintain

at all seasons, in every climate, and at each epoch of

life, the integrity of their physical constitution.

For a knowledge of the financial concerns of the

Institution, we refer you to the Treasurer's account,

which is appended, and which has been duly audited

by a committee appointed for the purpose.

From this it will be seen that the ordinary ex-

penditures are about the same as the last year, while

the extraordinary are very large. This outlay has

been occasioned principally by a loan to the work
department of some two thousand dollars, by the

painting of the house, and other necessary repairs.
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The house, out-buildings, and fences have been tho-

roughly painted and put in complete order, so that

no farther expenditure upon them will be required

for some years.

This work was rendered necessary in order to pro-

tect the structures from the violence of the storms :

the old paint had in many places been washed away,

and the parts beneath were suffering from exposure,

so that, to guard against farther and more serious

injury, the painting was requisite.

Among the extraordinary receipts, will be noticed

one item of twelve thousand dollars from the bequest

of the late Jacob Tidd, Esq., of Roxbury. This sum

constitutes a portion of the legacy left by this gen-

tleman to our Institution. The remainder will prob-

ably be paid over by the executors during the present

season. The whole amount of the legacy, it is an-

ticipated, will reach the sum of sixteen or seventeen

thousand dollars. Although the sum stated has been

placed to the credit of the Institution, yet no increase

of pecuniary benefit has as yet resulted from it ; for,

from the want of some secure investment, it now lies

idle, and will remain so until some satisfactory meas-

ures can be adopted with regard to it.

The gentleman who thus displayed his interest in

the welfare of the blind, also bestowed some portion

of his wealth upon the seeing, and gladdened the

heart of the fatherless orphan and friendless child

by his donation to the Farm School. The bulk

of his property he divided among the bereaved ; those

deprived of the sense of sight, and the destitute,

have reason to bless his memory.

For the support, therefore, of the Institution, whose
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expenses must necessarily increase with the increase

in the number of pupils, we must rely, as heretofore,

upon the bounty of the states ; and, from the satis-

factory results which have thus far attended the edu-

cation of the blind, we doubt not their bounty will

be showered with even a more liberal hand, so as

not only to continue those now with us, but to throw

open the doors to all who wish to come. Appropri-

ations of this kind are bread thrown upon the waters,

and will ere long prove to be profitable investments

to the states which make them.

The results of the work-shop during the past

year have been in the main quite satisfactory. The

reasons which led to the establishment of the work

department, and the objects expected to be gained

by it, have been stated in the previous reports.

Seventeen of the inmates have been employed in the

shop, and have been engaged mostly in the manu-

facture of matresses, and they have all found suffi-

cient employment to cover their expenses, and some

of them have laid up small sums.

The number of private orders for the making of

new matresses, and for the making over and repairing

of old ones, has grown more numerous, in consequence

of the satisfaction always given, and the knowledge

that the word of the Trustees is pledged, that none

but the best materials shall be made use of. By
pursuing this line of conduct steadily in all the trans-

actions, the business of the work shop has regularly

increased, and we trust that it will continue to in-

crease, until the department shall support itself, and

yield a living profit to those for whose benefit it was

established.
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In the printing department nothing has been done

since the completion of the great work, the Bible for

the Blind. The press has remained idle during the

year. This has arisen solely from the want of funds
;

for this branch relies for its support upon funds inde-

pendent of the Institution. Such a complete ex-

haustion of means for the support of this department

is the more to be regretted, because scarcely a week
passes without applications for books being received

from the blind, not only of this State, but from those

of other States of the Union, and also from persons in

Europe. It is to be hoped that private munificence

will yet enable us to resume our occupations in this

particular, and that the press, which has already issu-

ed so many valuable and standard works for the blind,

will not be suffered to remain longer unemployed.

Works of a permanent character are greatly need-

ed ; text books in many different branches, which,

when once printed, will continue to be used as stand-

ard books for years.

Having thus spoken of the progress of the Institu-

tion during the past year, and described at sufficient

length the present condition of its various depart-

ments, we cannot bring this Report to a close, with-

out more particularly detailing the progress which

has been made in the education of two of our pupils.

The two referred to are Laura Bridgman and Oliver

Caswell, both of them deaf, dumb, and blind, and

who, by their unfortunate condition, have excited the

sympathies of the philanthropists, while the details

given in former reports have been sufficient to turn

the eyes of metaphysicians throughout the world to

watch their progress.
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During the past year a marked change has taken

place in the condition of Laura, of such a nature

as to render apparent to those around her, that

her thoughts and feelings are becoming more ma-

tured. Her physical strength, which was formerly but

feeble, has gradually and steadily increased, so that

she is now, for one of her constitution, quite robust.

The length of her daily walks would prove fatigue-

ing for many of our young ladies even to think upon
;

for she usually walks at least six miles with no ap-

pearance of weariness, as it is her common custom

to remain standing for the remainder of the eve-

ning. How far her habit of leaning heavily upon

the arm of her teacher, in her promenades, may con-

tribute to remove this sense of fatigue, may be a

matter for question ; but thus relying, her step is

firm, and her manner perfectly fearless when she

walks.

With this increased strength of constitution, her

nervous disposition has undergone considerable

change ; her outbreaks of laughter, and bursts of ex-

pression, are no longer so sudden and violent.

It will be remembered that when she came to the

Institution she was destitute of the sense of smell,

and that her sense of taste was also imperfect, a

natural result of the loss of the former sense. With

regard to these senses, there has been, in some re-

spects, a manifest improvement during the past. year.

She seems now like one acquiring the sense of smell,

and with this sense that of taste has evidently ad-

vanced.

She has never, however, been known to apply any

article to her nose for the purpose of forming a more
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accurate judgment respecting it, as Oliver Caswell

and many of the blind pupils are in the habit of doing.

As evidences of her increased power in the sense

of smell, it may be mentioned that she has repeatedly

distinguished in the room over the kitchen the odor

of roasting meat. When seated at table, also, she

has been seen, after having partaken of one dish, to

inspire like one engaged in smelling, and then to re-

quest to be helped from some dish of the presence of

which she had been kept ignorant.

In language she has made rapid progress during

the past year ; and such is her present advancement,

that she now acquires a dozen new words, at least,

where she before learnt only one. These words are

not merely the names of tangible and sensible ob-

jects, but even words more obscure in their meaning.

One method pursued by her teacher has been to

read a story to her, in the course of which new
words would occur ; these were carefully explained,

and on the next day Laura has been able to tell the

story in her own language, frequently using the

words explained, and in proper connexion.

The long words please her most, and are most

used by her afterwards. From this circumstance,

and because she associates so much with adults, the

language used by her partakes more of the adult

character than is common with young persons of her

age. Her vocabulary of words, when compared with

that of children of twelve years of age, in full pos-

session of their faculties, may be considered equally

copious, but more matured.

^ ith the words she has learnt she is perfectly fa-

miliar ; and, in conversation and writing she never

3
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falters in selecting those which exactly express the

thoughts she wishes to convey. She spends a portion

of each day in writing in her journal, in which she

notes every little circumstance which transpires in

the Institution that comes to her knowledge. She

also is in the frequent habit of writing letters to many

persons who have opened a correspondence with her.

It is an exercise in which she takes much pleasure.

In addition to instruction in language and in writ-

ing, she has during the year been studying Geogra-

phy and Arithmetic. As stated in the last Annual

Report, she had just commenced these studies.

With regard to Geography, she had, a year since,

acquired a definite and accurate notion of the points

of compass, and of territorial boundaries, and had

learnt the boundaries of the city, and a few of the

neighboring towns.

The plan pursued in teaching her this science was

alluded to in the last Report, and is one which the

seeing would do well to follow. Laura was first taught

the points of compass in a room, then the bound-

aries of the room. She next learned the geography

of the house, and of the grounds on which it is situ-

ated. Having advanced thus far, the effort was

made, and with success, to present to her mind an

accurate idea of points of land, capes, bays, harbors,

and rivers, by taking her to walk in places near them.

A further step was made, when she became acquaint-

ed with the boundaries of South Boston, after which

she was permitted to learn the boundaries of the city

proper by crossing its bridges. Gradually and slow-

ly was she taught the Geography of one town after

another, till she became acquainted with all of any
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note in the State of Massachusetts, as indicated on

the map. She is now able to bound all the States

in the Union ; can tell their principal towns, the

rivers, their rise, course and termination, the pro-

ductions, the natural curiosities, and much of the

natural history of each state, in a manner more cor-

rect than most seeing children of her own age, or

older. Her knowledge of Geography is not limited

to the United States. She has studied that of North

and South America, and her knowledge of the whole

of the American Continent is far more extensive

and correct than is possessed by many who are call-

ed educated persons.

Being taken a few days since to a large globe,

and the Russian possessions in North America

pointed out to her, she was able without hesitation,

so accurate was her judgment of geographical posi-

tion and distance, to place her finger at once upon

Boston, a mere point on the surface of the globe,

and not larger than the head of a pin. This was the

first time she had ever been taken to the globe for

the purpose of instruction.

During the hour devoted to Geography, her in-

structor, by way of amusement, has occasionally told

her something of Astronomy. As an instance of the

accuracy of her calculations, and the retentive char-

acter of her memory, when the length of the year

of the planet Herschel was explained to her, she

burst into a fit of laughter, and said, how very young

the Doctor would be if he lived in that planet.

In Mathematics one great advantage, at least, has

been gained. Her former repugnancy to mental

arithmetic has been in a great measure overcome by
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the assiduous attention of her teacher. A year ago

she had attained a certain degree of acquaintance

with numbers. Since then she has been taught in

Colburn's Mental Arithmetic, which she appears to

comprehend as readily as most children of her age
;

and solves the most difficult questions it contains by

the mental effort only. Twenty, thirty, and even

forty of the sums, are the usual number which she per-

forms in an hour's lesson. Having now thoroughly

studied and comprehended this work, she will be in-

structed in one of a more advanced character.

In her moral conduct, Laura has uniformly exhib-

ited those beautiful traits which have ever distin-

guished her. Her love of truth, perceptions of right

and wrong, and detestation of deception, are daily

exemplified in her life and action.

Oliver Caswell, who, like Laura, is deaf, dumb,

and blind, has been with us now a little more than

two years. During the last year his health has been

uniformly good. He is still the favorite ; winning and

attracting all, both playmates and teachers, by his

gentle disposition, his artless simplicity, and quiet,

happy manner. As heretofore, the great object has

been to give him a knowledge of language, and his

progress during the year has been rapid. He now
comprehends the precise meaning of a very large

number of words, and has the power to use them in

composition.

A year ago he was unable to connect words, or

form a sentence, but expressed himself in the follow-

ing manner. Wishing to say that he had been out

fishing with Thomas and Bradford in a boat, he thus

expressed himself:—" Oliver, fish, boat, Thomas,
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Bradford." And it should be remarked, that at that

period he was constantly in the practice of using the

third person for the second, and had no knowledge

of the use of conjunctions and prepositions, and other

minor particles of speech. To show the improve-

ment which he has made in the use of language, the

following letter, written by him to Dr. Howe on the

the 28th ult., is here introduced.

' ; My Dear Dr.

Do you take gun put powder and ball, go quick shoot

bird fall in water dog Marco go in water carry give to you

bird meat to eat dinner ? How old are you 1 Are you

well? When you will come to see J. ? I want to see you.

Man will bring letter to me. I am fourteen years old. 1

am fifty-six inches high. I am heavy eighty-two pounds.

Rogers and I did ride to see mother six nights ago. I

have bell and hammer. I and with Bradford up stairs.

I find bell on floor. Bradford give bell to me. I make
noise ring bell. Boys and men and ladies and girls all go

in room Smith party one hundred. Good bye.

OLIVER CASWELL."

With his increased acquisition of language he has

gained a great deal of knowledge of external objects.

For, in explaining to him the meaning of a new

word, his teacher has always accompanied the ex-

planation with an account of the nature, appearances,

and uses, of the object represented by the new

word ; and this practice would often lead to inquiries

on the part of Oliver, which related more or less to

his immediate lesson, and which his teacher has ever

endeavoured satisfactorily to answer. By such means

he has become acquainted with a multitude of things,
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—as trees, plants, animals, and generally of such

objects as he could feel, or taste, or smell.

He has also made considerable proficiency in

Arithmetic ; but this is a study he is not fond of.

Writing is rather a favorite amusement with him

;

and he has improved so much, that he now writes a

very legible hand, one that any person can read. He
frequently writes to his mother, and other persons.

His memory is very retentive ; and, having once

learnt a thing, he seldom forgets it. His desire for

learning increases with the instruction given, and

his capacity for intellectual acquisition becomes daily

more and more apparent.

In addition to the remarks that have been made

in relation to the blind, a few words must be said

with regard to the two deaf and dumb children who
joined our school about a year since, at the early age

of seven years. Being too young to be admitted

into the Asylum for the Deaf-mutes at Hartford,

they were placed by their parents under our direc-

tion, with the hope that they might, at least, gain a

knowledge of language at an earlier period than has

been usually the case with children in their condi-

tion. The success which has attended the plan of

instructing Laura by the ringer language alone, has

induced the instructor of these two deaf-mutes, to

teach them language only by the finger process, in-

tentionally avoiding the use of the gesture language

taught at Institutions for the Deaf and Dumb. And,

thus far, the plan, as in Laura's case, has been satis-

factory. It is found that these children not only

learn to talk rapidly with the fingers, but are able to

form a precise idea of a sentence expressed by the
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finger language, which cannot always be the case in

the use of their natural, or gesture language ; and in

this important particular does the manual, or finger lan-

guage, seem to be of greater value to the deaf-mutes

than the language of gesture. But besides being able

to communicate their ideas more precisely and accu-

rately by the fingers, the deaf-mutes, unquestionably,

by practice, can also convey them more rapidly than

by their natural language. Laura certainly talks

with her fingers much more rapidly than the most

expert penman can write ; and this may be done by

every deaf and dumb child at a much earlier age

even than they are now placed under instruction.

These two children have been under the charge of

the same lady who devotes herself to Oliver ; and,

in consequence of the attention bestowed on them,

although so young, they have made considerable

progress, not only in the acquisition of language, but

also in writing, numerical calculations, and in a

knowledge of objects which attract their notice.

In connexion with this subject it should be men-

tioned, that during the last session of our State Le-

gislature, the Committee on Education appointed by

that body, consulted our Board on the subject of ad-

mitting the deaf and dumb to enjoy the privileges of

our Institution. A consideration of this proposition

was urged and encouraged by parents of deaf-mute

children, and also by educated deaf-mutes, who were

anxious to have the education of their unfortunate

brethren commenced at an earlier age than was per-

mitted by the regulations of the American Asylum,

at Hartford, and at a school nearer than that at Hart-

ford. The subject being carefully and deliberately
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weighed by us, and the probable advantages and dis-

advantages of the change strictly canvassed, we came

to the conclusion, that the admission of both classes

of these bereaved, would prove mutually beneficial.

In consequence of this conviction in our own minds,

the committee who sought our views, were informed

that if the State Legislature would authorize us to

educate the deaf-mutes, or such of them as were yet

too young to be permitted to enter the school in Con-

necticut, they should be admitted into our institution

on the same footing with the blind.

The question, we understand, was discussed at

some length by the committee, in the presence of a

deputation from the Asylum at Hartford, who pro-

tested against the proposed change, and it finally re-

sulted in the arrangement, that the regulations of

that Asylum should be so altered, as to authorize the

admission of our state deaf-mute beneficiaries at an

earlier age than heretofore. Whether the subject

will ever again be agitated rests entirely with the

State Government.

Having thus examined, at some length, the vari-

ous points of interest connected with the Establish-

ment, we are satisfied, and happy in the conviction,

that its progress during the past year has been ever

onward and upward.

Its present condition is such as to carry out in all

respects the desires of its benevolent founders ; and

there has been no weariness on the part of the offi-

cers and teachers to instil into the minds of the pu-

pils such principles, as will render them happy and

useful beings even in their desolation.

Eleven years have now elapsed since the Institution
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first started with four pupils, in a small rented house,

with such apparatus, and in so small a quantity, that

the recollection of it excites a smile. Since that

time it has sent forth into the world more than an

hundred educated minds. One of our former pupils

is at the head of a blind Institution, another is an

assistant teacher, another, with his seeing wife, con-

ducts a private seminary for the instruction of young

ladies, two are in College, some are successful teach-

ers of music, and many, with more or less success,

are pursuing their handicrafts ; and thus they are

scattered throughout the land, as living evidences of

what can be done for the Blind.

In consequence of the successful results attending

this first effort in our country to enlighten the blind,

for our Institution was the first incorporated, five

other Institutions of a similar character have sprung

up in various States of the Union. In their success

we feel a peculiar interest, for we are all struggling

in the same path, the endeavour to restore to the bo-

som of society, to make glad the family hearth-stone,

by bringing within their genial influence, the mind

debarred from all light by its natural and wonted

channels.

From its humble origin, our own Institution has

arisen to the spacious and commanding situation it

now occupies, with its grounds for exercise, and its

health-giving sea-breeze ; from its four pupils, its

number has increased to the average of seventy, and

the public confidence in all it does is yet increasing.

To our absent Director, Dr. Howe, much of this

unparalleled success is due ; and the present is the

first opportunity, during the long lapse of ten years,

4
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which his absence has afforded us to express, as far

as our feeble words can do, the sense of deep obliga-

tion we are under to him. Indefatigable in the pur-

suit of knowledge upon this particular branch, un-

daunted by obstacles, he has gone steadily and suc-

cessfully onward in his labors on your behalf.

Very respectfully submitted.

EDWARD BROOKS,
THOMAS G. CARY,
JOHN D. FISHER,
JOHN C. GRAY,
OZIAS GOODWIN,
JOHN HOMANS,
SAMUEL MAY,
JAMES K. MILLS,
SAMUEL P. LOUD,
HORACE MANN,
ROBERT RANTOUL,
STEPHEN FAIRBANKS.
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