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REPORT.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION.

Gentlemen :

We have the honor to submit the following Report

of the history and condition of the Institution under

our charge during the past year.

The number of inmates, in January, 1845, was

eighty-two ; during the year, twenty-two new pupils

entered, while eleven were discharged, and two died,

— so that the number at this time is ninety-one.

Thus there has been a regular increase of numbers,

from the year 1833, when, without any apparent

means of support, the first doubtful experiment of ed-

ucating six blind children was tried in an obscure

house, up to this period, when, firmly rooted, as we

trust, in the confidence of the public, the Institution is

permanently established in an edifice worthy its high

objects, and extends its benefits to nearly a hundred

inmates.

We can look back over this period with peculiar

gratification ; and we can speak of it without indeli-

cacy, because we claim for ourselves no peculiar credit

for the success of the experiment. We have been
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only the agents and almoners of a liberal legislature

and a generous public. We know, too, that the bless-

ing of God rests upon every seed of charity that is

prudently sown and faithfully nurtured, however hum-

ble the husbandman to whom it is intrusted.

The very liberal appropriation which was originally

made by the legislature of Massachusetts, and upon

which the Institution is mainly dependent for its sup-

port and extension, has been continued yearly. We
have remarked with satisfaction, that, during all the par-

ty changes, and all the periods of retrenchment, there

has been no manifestation of a wish to discontinue or

to lessen the grant to the blind. If any, who sought

popularity by professions of economy, ever contem-

plated its curtailment, they stopped short of the an-

nouncement of their plan, convinced that it would not

serve their ends.

In return for this liberality of the State, and in view

of the interests of the blind, we have ever wished to

extend the benefits of the establishment as widely as

possible. We were not obliged, by the terms of the

grant, to receive more than twenty beneficiaries, but

we have never hesitated to admit any applicant of

proper age and character. The number of pupils from

Massachusetts has, for many years, been greater than

twenty, and it is now thirty-seven. Indeed, the Insti-

tution is virtually open to all ; and every young blind

person of this State may obtain in it a course of in-

struction gratuitously.

The amount of money received from the State has

been somewhat lessened during the last two or three

years, and for this reason. There is an annual ap-

propriation of six thousand dollars for the benefit of



this Institution, and as much for the education of the

deaf mutes ; but as the As) lum at Hartford charges only

one hundred dollars per annum* for each pupil admit-

ted, it follows that there will be an unexpended balance,

if less than sixty are sent there. Formerly the number

was not over thirty ; but within two or three years it

has increased very much, in consequence of the Trus-

tees of the Asylum consenting to receive pupils at an

earlier age, and the money that would have been paid

to our Institution has been paid to that at Hartford.

This decrease of income would have caused some

embarrassment, had it not been that a few legacies

were left us. But in no case could we regret that

a greater number of mutes are educated ; and, indeed,

individual members of our Board used what influence

they could to procure the increased facilities for the

instruction of that most interesting class. We were

confident that the State could and would provide fully

both for the blind and the mutes, even if an increased

appropriation should be necessary. All the other

States of New England have made appropriations for

the instruction of the blind ; and all of them, as well

as South Carolina, send pupils to our school ; but as

the sum charged for each does not exceed the actual

cost of his maintenance and instruction, this circum-

* The Asylum at Hartford supports its pupils for less than the abso-

lute cost of their maintenance ; and this is a matter of strict justice, so

far as State pupils are concerned, because it received from the United

States government a valuable tract of public land, not as a State asvlum,

but as an American asylum, the only one then existing in the Atlantic

States, and of course the benefits should be shared by all the States who
desire it. The policy of the managers has been in accordance with this

principle.



stance does not really add to the funds of the Insti-

tution. Nevertheless, although this is not a source of

pecuniary profit, it is one of great pleasure, because it

widens the circle of usefulness ; and it is certainly a

source of just gratulation to the State to be able to

offer to her sister States the means of educating their

blind cheaper than it could be done at home.

Besides the regular appropriation from the State of

Massachusetts, the Institution has received occasion-

ally striking proofs of the confidence and esteem of

individuals, in the shape of donations and legacies.

These have furnished us with the means of increasing

the comfort and extending the usefulness of the estab-

lishment ; and we hope they will be continued, because

the funded property is so very small, that they furnish

the only means for contingent and extraordinary ex-

penses.

But in reviewing the fourteen years of the existence

of our Institution, it is not its immediate success alone

which gives us cause to congratulate the State and

the Corporation ; for during that period six similar

schools have been established in the United States,

some of which have attained great importance and

excellence, and all of which give promise of permanent

usefulness. The success of these establishments, and

the rapid spread of facilities for instructing the blind,

are among the cheering signs of the times. They
show how accessible are the hearts of legislatures and

people, when appealed to in a case where suffering is

unquestionable, and where the relief which is asked

for cannot lead to imposition, nor increase the original

evil.

It is hardly sixteen years since the instruction of
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the blind in the common branches of education began

to be first talked of in this country as a possible

thing ; but as soon as its feasibility was shown clearly,

then States and people began to vie with each other

in their efforts to effect it. Pupils from our Institution

have been exhibited by the Director in all the New
England States, in Ohio, Kentucky, Virginia, South

Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana ; and in all of them

the plans proposed for the benefit of the blind found

instant favor.

Other institutions have been active and successful

in creating an interest in the subject in their own and

in contiguous States, so that now seven schools for the

blind receive pupils from seventeen of the United

States. Such success in this particular department of

humanity furnishes abundant encouragement to perse-

vere in it, and to enter upon new and unexplored

fields of exertion. A deed of charity done in the

spirit of love is never lost upon the doer, however it

may be upon others ; and an individual or a gov-

ernment, if led by the right motives to engage in one

work of benevolence, is blest by a greater disposition

to engage in another, until that habit is formed which

becomes a necessity ; for the spirit of charity, like the

widow's cruise, the more aboundeth the more it is

drawn upon.

The experience that has been gained during these

fifteen years has been valuable in many respects ; and

we think that all connected with the older institutions

have learned that much more is yet to be done than

they had supposed in the beginning would be neces-

sary, before the wants of the blind as a class will be

supplied. But on no subject has the experience been
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more uniform, or the testimony more concurrent, than

upon the necessity of providing the means of employ-

ment for such pupils as have completed their course of

instruction, but who have no homes, or who cannot

find work at home.

In former Reports, the establishment of supplement-

ary institutions (so to call them) was proposed and

recommended ; and we have, during several years,

been trying the experiment upon a small scale ; but.

now that the subject is discussed elsewhere, and that

other institutions are contemplating the establishment

of similar departments, it may not be useless to allude

to it again.

Blindness not only prevents a person from obtaining

instruction in a common school, but also greatly im-

pedes his efforts at earning a livelihood in any common
way. Our school system, and the whole machinery

of society, are so constructed, even in their minutest

details, that they cannot work except in an atmosphere

of light. If any thing is to be done beneath the surface

of the earth, or where daylight cannot freely enter, the

first step is to procure artificial light. As soon as the

sun goes down, savages gather around their night- fires,

for light as well as heat, and civilized people every-

where illumine their streets, shops, and houses. The

tradesman, the artisan, the housewife, and laborers of

whatever kind, depend every moment upon light ; and

no one finally puts out his taper, until he is ready to

compose his limbs to rest, and to close his eyes in

sleep. So completely is light the life of the world,

that, if at noonday there should descend sudden and

total darkness over the land, every branch of industry

would be as completely paralyzed as the arms of a



man smitten with palsy ; the mill-wheel would he ar-

rested, the shuttle would stop, the hammer would rest

upon the anvil, the plough would stand still in the

furrow ; every one would grope his way in the dark

to some place of security, and desire that every thing

might be as stable as possible ; for he would find that

all motion in the dark is hazardous.

Let us imagine ourselves trying to pass one day at

our usual avocations, in the dark;— not such darkness

as we have at night out of doors,— for even under a

starless sky, and with the murkiest clouds over head,

there is still light,— but in darkness like that of a

closed cell under ground, where not a ray can pene-

trate ;
— how utterly lost and helpless should we be !

how many would sit down in despair, and wait for

light ! Nevertheless, in such darkness many of the

blind pass, not one day only, but their whole lives;

and yet we expect them to go out into the world, and

to earn a livelihood, where all is whirl, and buzz, and

motion, and where every one's safety depends mainly

upon his sight.

The force of habit is indeed great, and the remain-

ing senses are sharpened to an acuteness inconceiva-

ble by us; and by help of these a blind man may do

much besides attending to his own safety ; but the

difficulty is, that, wherever he applies for employment

of the strength or dexterity which he possesses, he

finds that the whole establishment is regulated upon

the supposition that every one in it can see. In the

shop of the Institution, where he learned his trade,

every thing is arranged with a view to his peculiar

manner of working, and he may move about freely

and without danger. But let us suppose that he goes

2
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out into the world to seek employment; if he is a

weaver and enters a manufactory, he is liable to be

torn in pieces by the machinery ; if he is a cabinet-

maker, and goes into a common shop, he stumbles

over the workmen who are seated upon the floor, and

perhaps treads upon their open tools ; if he is a

mattress-maker, and goes into an upholsterer's shop,

and gropes about the work with his hands, he is

liable to have them clipped by the shears of the work-

men, who never imagine that any one would thrust

his fingers between the blades.

Besides, the blind man going to and from his place

of work, or varying from his usual course of work, has

constant need of some one with eyes to guide him
;

and although the passers-by or his fellow-workmen are

ready to help him upon occasion, it is not well for

him nor for them that he should be continually de-

pendent for such services.

It will be seen at once, that, in all that respects the

physical and external relations of man, the deaf mutes

have an advantage over the blind which goes far to

compensate for the superiority of the latter in moral

and intellectual capacities, and which, in an age or in

circumstances where outward and incidental advanta-

ges are preferred to intellectual and moral ones, makes

their lot preferable. In all his external relations with

other men, in all the daily walks of life, the deaf mute

makes use of the same senses which they do, and

performs a thousand acts in common with them. If

he has learned a trade in an asylum, and goes out

into the world, he finds everywhere brethren of his

craft working with the same tools and guided by the

same sense which he depends upon ;— he can wield
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the hammer, handle and direct the awl, with as much

force and precision as they can.

When it comes to interchange of thought, and ex-

pression of nice shades of emotion, then it is that the

mute finds he is as it were among a foreign people,

whose language is incomprehensible to him, and who

can use his either not at all or but very imperfectly.

The blind man, on the contrary, though he can

have the fullest intellectual communication with oth-

ers, though he can express and understand the most

subtile definition of thought and the most delicate

shades of feeling, cannot well cooperate with others

in the simplest handicraft, because the sense upon

which they depend is to him wanting.

So true is it that for a wealthy person blindness is

a much lighter calamity than muteness, while to a

poor man it is a much heavier one.

The safest and best way for a blind man is to work

alone ; but to this there are many and serious obsta-

cles, because, let him choose whatever branch of in-

dustry he may, he finds that it is organized wholly

with a view to combined labor, subdivided to the

greatest possible extent. The simplest trade is di-

vided among many, who work separately, yet with a

common end in view. Even a shoe has its cutter,

its sewer, and its binder. The journeyman, as a sort

of equivalent for his low wages, has usually no care

about providing his stock or selling his work ; he has

no loss of time, and no responsibility for success ; but

the blind man has all the disadvantages of the jour-

neyman, with none of his advantages, because he

must do every thing for himself or pay others for do-

ing it. A contractor or an overseer might undertake
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to attend to the work of a dozen blind men, but he

could not afford to do it for one or two, and vary his

usual course of business to conform to their mode of

work.

These difficulties are increasing every day as the

division of labor is carried farther ; as machinery

usurps the province of handicraft, and tireless sinews

of iron do the work of human muscles. It is not long

ago that in various branches of work there were

wheels to be turned by men or boys, who relieved

each other every hour ; but such wheels are rarely to

be found now ; they revolve by a power which needs

no relief, and which does its work more evenly than

men could do it. So of other work ; if it was simple

enough for the blind to do, a man of wood and iron,

who wants neither food nor wages, has been made

expressly to perform it.

It is well known that a blind man can make toler-

ably good shoes; and half a century ago the modes

of making them, and the prices paid for them, were

such as would have given him a fair profit. Indeed, it

may still be, that in the interior of Pennsylvania * the

coarse shoe-work of the blind is profitable ; but wher-

ever the name of Lynn is known, the blind shoe-

maker must vacate his bench.

There are very few kinds of handicraft at which

the blind can work profitably, and these few are

growing less, because the vast amount of intellect

which is brought to bear upon the simplification and

perfection of this branch of human employment does

* Some of the pupils of the Institution at Philadelphia are taught to

make shoes.
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not take into view the few isolated blind men, hut

contemplates that all the living agents who tend the

machinery which it invents shall be men with all their

senses about them.

Besides all this, when the blind man has selected

an employment which gives him the best chance of

profit, still he labors under the great disadvantage

of want of capital. A large establishment buys at

wholesale, and can retain its goods through seasons

unfavorable to their sale ; but an isolated blind man
must buy his stock at retail prices, and sell his work

as soon as it is done, be the market what it may,

—

for his daily bread depends upon it. It is true that

some succeed, and earn a tolerable livelihood, in spite

of these obstacles ; but they are either assisted by

relations and friends, or they are persons of such re-

markable capacity as to form exceptions to the gen-

eral rule.

The blind, then, have two great obstacles in the

way of earning a livelihood ; the first is the want of

that advantage which sight gives to a workman ; the

second is that all the usual arrangements for work are

adapted to a sense which they lack. The first obsta-

cle is insurmountable ; the second is not, and it is

with the view of overcoming it that we have for

several years been carrying on a department which

must be considered as supplemental to the main pur-

pose of the Institution; namely, our Work Depart-

ment. This has been struggling along many vears

under manifold disadvantages; such as the difficulty

always attendant upon now enterprises, the inexperi-

ence of the blind themselves, tin; incredulity of the

public about the capacity of the blind for becoming
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good workmen, and, finally, the necessary expense of

carrying such an enterprise through its early stages.

These obstacles, we believe, are so far overcome,

that reasonable assurance may be given of the per-

manency of the department.

During the past year, there have been twenty blind

men and seven young women furnished steadily

with work, and paid regular wages to the amount of

$1,459*87. This, we think, is very important; the

money thus paid to twenty-seven blind persons was not

given or received as alms. It was money for which

they had worked hard, and which they well deserved.

It will do them vastly more good than if it had been

bestowed in charity ; for it will incite them to indus-

try in future, and perhaps induce others to follow

their example. Most of them were formerly pupils of

ours, but three of them are from other institutions,

from which they were discharged with a knowledge

of mere handicraft, but without place or means for

exercising it. Besides this, the shop has paid its

own rent, for all its stock, and several hundred dol-

lars for overseeing and incidental expenses. The
sales have been greater during the past year than

in any former by the sum of $ 3,437*74, and the

balance at the end of the year in favor of the shop

was #13-81.*

But though no money has been drawn from the

treasury, the shop cannot be said, strictly speaking,

to have defrayed its own expenses ; for though the

workmen pay a small sum for their board, and this is

* See Report of the Auditors of Shop Accounts, January 1, 1816.

Appendix, A.
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deducted from their wages, this sum is not passed into

the general treasury. The Institution, then, gives to

the shop the amount of the cost of the board of the

workmen ; but it is at no other charge for the work

department.

We believe that even this charge may be dimin-

ished until it ceases, and that the workmen may have

the unmitigated satisfaction of supporting themselves

entirely ; and the reasons for this belief are grounded

in the fact of their greater skill, and the regular in-

crease of the demand for their work. The sales dur-

ing the past year have been larger than in any for-

mer year ; and the list of patrons of the shop con-

tains the names of some of our most valuable citizens.

It is desirable, in every point of view, both for the

blind and the public, that the work should recommend

itself, and that the purchasers should feel that they are

getting a fair return for their money ; and this will be

the case, if, as an equivalent for any want of mere

neatness of finish, regard be had to the purity of the

materials, the strength and durability of the work,

and the readiness to make good any deficiency.

We would, therefore, heartily recommend the con-

tinuance and extension of this department, so that

those meritorious blind persons who have completed

their education in the school and learned a trade, but

who cannot find employment at home, may be supplied

with work upon moderate wages. To this we see but

one material objection, and that arises from the fol-

lowing considerations. As a general principle, all es-

tablishments which break the family tie are, so far,

objectionable ; and with all their advantages, such as

economy of labor, they are attended by evils. These
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evils are borne with, in the case of boarding-schools

for separate sexes, for the sake of the economy of liv-

ing and of teaching, for the advantage of the natural

and proper emulation, &c. ; and we have shown, in

former Reports, how much benefit young blind persons

derive from such association ; but with the adult blind,

all these advantages diminish, while the disadvantages

increase.

Should our work department be continued, in the

course of a few years there will be at least fifty work-

men employed in it. If they all board in the house,

they must be governed by certain rules, subjected to

certain restrictions, and give up a part of their individ-

ual independence ; this is necessary in all large estab-

lishments, and is readily submitted to by youth, but

is very irksome to adults.

But the worst feature of the case is, that they must

be kept together, they must work together, and live

together. Now boys and girls may for a while be

treated in masses, and deprived of the favorable in-

fluence of family ties, without any permanent injury

to their natures, perhaps, but adults cannot. When-

ever men or women do so congregate, and live apart,

whether in barracks, on shipboard, in monasteries,

or in nunneries, the evil effects become very obvious.

We cannot suppose the blind would escape those in-

fluences ; indeed, experience shows that they do not

escape, and we believe that the clannish and selfish

spirit which is so obvious in the great establishments for

the adult blind in Paris and Naples is probably attrib-

utable to the causes above alluded to.

In order to obviate these unfavorable effects, and to

give the blind what they need more, perhaps, than any
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other class,— the softening influence of the family

circle, and the advantage of wider intercourse with

seeing people,— it is desirable that they should board

separately, or a few together, in families in the neigh-

bourhood, and come to the Institution daily to their

work, for which they should receive payment in cash,

and defray their own expenses.

This plan would not only prevent the formation of a

clannish spirit, and lead to a better acquaintance with

the world, but it would obviate the danger of the

Institution's becoming burdened with drones. If the

rule were rigidly observed, none would remain except

those who could really earn their own livelihood ; and

this certainly is desirable ; for, although it may seem

hard to refuse work to those who, from feebleness of

body or mind, are unable entirely to support them-

selves, yet it must be done, else in the course of years

there will be a collection of feeble and inefficient per-

sons, exercising upon each other, and upon their asso-

ciates, a pernicious influence. This Institution never

was intended for, and never should become, in any

sense, a mere asylum. Besides, the proper place for

such persons is at home, in the charge of their rela-

tives, or of the town.

If a fund could be established which would yield a

regular and permanent income of $ 2,500, it would se-

cure to nearly fifty blind persons the means of sup-

porting themselves, independently of any other aid.

Such a fund would, in reality, constitute an independ-

ent establishment, and might be made useful through

coming generations.

It may be added, that the institutions in New York

and Philadelphia are preparing to make some arrange-
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ment similar to ours for the employment of those

who have finished their course of instruction. We are

glad to find that their experience on this point accords

with our own.

Finally, we would have it understood, that, although

we believe the establishment of a large workshop,

which should furnish employment to the blind upon

favorable terms, would be of great benefit to them as a

class, yet we would not have it offer such attractions

of comfort, or such advantage of terms, as would in-

duce those to congregate in it who might otherwise find

some nook in society which they could fill with ad-

vantage to themselves and to others. This would be

at variance with a sound principle of eleemosynary ad-

ministration, and would prove, that, even when ex-

tended towards the blind, public benevolence tends to

produce public evils.

We have, in former Reports, set forth the great im-

portance of books with raised letters ; other institutions

have done the same ; and the most intelligent persons

engaged in the instruction of the blind have advocated

their multiplication, and yet the number remains very

small. This is singular, because there is nothing

which so moves the visiter of a school for the blind as

to see children open their books and read with their

fingers. Whenever there is a public exhibition, the

audience look on the preparations with a doubtful

eye, and to the array of sightless beings with feelings

of compassion amounting to pain ; but the moment

they take their books, and, running their fingers

along the lines, begin to read aloud, there is a min-

gled feeling of relief and admiration, which shows

itself in smiles and tears. There is hardly a person
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who can witness this, for the first time, without deep

emotion. It has been so witnessed, and its effect

so felt, by scores of legislative bodies, and hundreds

of audiences throughout the country. It is certain

that the simple reading, by blind children, of a few

lines from a book did more to create and endow the

institutions now existing in this country than all other

things put together ; and yet it is as certain, that, until

the Bible was printed, only four years ago, the perusal

of the books then in existence was hardly worth, to

a blind person, the labor of learning to read, had it

been certain that no more would be printed. Our

Director has often said, when conducting such exhibi-

tions, that he should have been practising an imposi-

tion upon the public, if he had not hoped and expect-

ed the result would be such a multiplication and im-

provement of books as would prove a real resource and

advantage to the blind.

But notwithstanding so many American institutions

owe their existence mainly to a few leaves of embossed

paper, yet none of them, except that at Philadelphia and

our own, have ever made provision for the multiplication

of books. Even the press at Philadelphia has now

stopped, and our own has stood still much of the time

during the last three years, for want of means to go on.

We do not say this in the slightest disposition to re-

prove ; we know too well the expense and difficulty of

fitting up a printing establishment. We know that all

the books for the country might be printed at one in-

stitution, and that the others would patronize the en-

terprise as fully, and get their books much cheaper,

by purchasing than by manufacturing them ; but the

trouble is, they cannot be bought, for they are



20

not in existence. There have not been twenty

works of any real and permanent value to the blind

printed in the English language ; of these, four fifths

have been printed at our press, and the rest at Glas-

gow and Philadelphia.

It is known that the regular funds of the Institution

cannot be devoted, to any extent, to a work which

is so general in its character, and which belongs as

much to all the institutions for the blind as to one

;

and Dr. Howe, who has mainly carried on the enter-

prise, made an appeal to the benevolent through our

last Report, and proposed, if it were answered, to pub-

lish some works of science, and to commence the

publication of a cyclopaedia of general knowledge.

The appeal was answered generously by a very few

individuals
; and an edition of Olmsted's Natural

Philosophy, and of Smellie's Philosophy of Natural

History, was printed. The first and second volumes

of the Cyclopaedia were also completed ; but here the

enterprise was suspended for want of funds.

The works thus published are probably of more

value than any others ever printed for the blind (sav-

ing always the Bible) ; and the Cyclopaedia, if it can

ever be finished, will be of still greater importance.

It must necessarily be expensive, but we trust that

some benevolent and wealthy persons will furnish the

means of carrying it through. We subjoin some ex-

tracts from letters received from blind persons in differ-

ent parts of the country, showing their sense of the

value of the books in question.

Two other books of considerable size have been

embossed at our press during the past year : " The
Book of Common Prayer," which was paid for by gen-
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tlemen in New York ; and the " Guide to Devotion," a

work published by the Presbyterian Board of Publi-

cation in Philadelphia. These books were printed

here merely to oblige the gentlemen interested in

them; and at the absolute cost.

For a particular account of the finances, we refer

the Board to the Report of the Treasurer, which is

herewith submitted. The funds on hand, January 1,

1845, were $20,787-26; besides the regular income,

the Treasurer received $ 5,000 from the estate of

John Parker ; and the property on hand at this time

is $24,604-09. Mr. Peter R. Dalton, who so ac-

ceptably filled the office, having resigned it during the

last year, Mr. T. B. Wales, Jun., was appointed in his

place pro tern.

The various inventories required by law are here-

with submitted.

It will not be necessary for us to go into a detail

of the system of instruction pursued during the last

year, for it is only a continuation of that followed in

former years, and with the same general success. The
daily exercises commence at six o'clock in the morn-

ing with devotional service, and continue until eight

in the evening, the time being occupied with study,

work, and music, alternately. This is found more ad-

vantageous than to crowd the instruction into two ses-

sions of three hours each. The rule is, to confine the

pupils but three quarters of an hour at a time at any

study, and then, after a short recess, to change the

subject. This prevents any feeling of weariness or

satiety; and, as a general thing, the scholars hear the

bell which calls them into school with about as much

pleasure as that which is the signal for dinner. The
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instruction partakes the character of familiar lectures;

and the pupils are encouraged to ask questions, so

that the lesson becomes sometimes a colloquy.

During the past year, the Institution lost the valua-

ble services of Mr. Hach, who had for several years

been principal teacher of music, and general assistant.

He returned to his native country, Germany, with his

family, much to the regret of those who had known

him here ; and we are glad of an opportunity of pub-

licly expressing our high regard for him as a man and

a teacher. He has been succeeded by Mr. A. Werner

as teacher of music. The other teachers are young

ladies from the State Normal Schools, who are assisted

by two blind persons, formerly pupils.

All the teachers, and the persons employed, have

given satisfaction ; and the conduct and improvement

of the pupils have been such as to afford us especial

gratification.

The two blind mutes, Laura Bridgman and Oliver

Caswell, whose instruction is of course entirelv differ-

ent from that of the other pupils, have been making

very satisfactory progress. They each of them re-

quire special care, and the almost undivided attention

of a teacher. They continue to be most interesting

persons in their way ; and would be distinguished any-

where, among youth with all their senses, for their

happiness, gentleness, affection, and truthfulness.

Such results, produced under cruel privations and

untoward circumstances, which would seem calculated

to crush the affections in the bud, and to make the

sufferers morose and selfish, are of more importance to

them than all the knowledge they have acquired, or

can ever be made to acquire. They are important also
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to others, by showing the capacity of humanity for good

as well as for evil, by exemplifying the power of edu-

cation, and by proving that the elements of happi-

ness are within ourselves, and independent of external

circumstances ; — that, when the intellect can have

exercise, and the affections find food, and conscience

reign supreme, there contentment may bloom contin-

ually, and joy blossom in its season.

For a more particular account of these cases, we
would refer the Corporation to the special Reports of

the Director, which will be found in the Appendices.

Finally, we would commend the Institution, and the

interests of the blind, to the special notice and care

of the Legislature, of the Corporation, and of the

public. They still have, each and all, important duties

to perform ; the establishment still requires their care

and their encouragement, for it has not yet reached its

highest point of usefulness ; and it can never do so

without the hearty cooperation of all upon whom God
lays the responsibility of its success.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

At the annual meeting of the Corporation, held

January 12, 1846, the President, Peter C. Brooks, in

the chair, the foregoing Report of the Trustees was
accepted.

Attest,

S. G. HOWE, Secretary.





APPENDIX A

Boston, January 12th, 1846.

To the Trustees of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts

Asylum for the Blind.

Gentlemen :

The undersigned, committee for the examination of the

property and accounts of the shop department, has attended

to that duty, and respectfully submits the following

REPORT.

The books have been examined with much care, from the

date of the last examination to the 1st instant, and found cor-

rect. There was a short period, subsequent to Mr. Hach's

departure, during which the books were kept by a person who

proved incompetent to the duty, and who was discharged.

With this exception, the accounts have been kept with much

accuracy. The cash account has been examined, and found

correct, with all the vouchers for the disbursements.

Your committee has made a very careful examination of all

the property belonging to the shop department, which was

found to correspond with the account rendered. The follow-

ing abstract is submitted, to show the result of the business

since April 1, 1845, at which time the undersigned made a

detailed report of its condition.

4
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April 1, 1845.

Assets.

Stock on hand, tools, &c, per valuation, $ 1,866 44

Cash, 510 82

Debts due shop, good, 575 15

$2,952 41

LIABILITIES.

Debts due from the shop, $ 799 54

Due the Institution, for capital, 3,750 26
$4,549 80

From which deduct the assets, 2,952 41

Balance against the shop, $1,597 39

January 1st, 1846.

Assets.

Stock, tools, &c, on hand, $ 2,380 72

Cash, 215 63

Debts due the shop, good, 1,577 39

$4,173 74

Liabilities.

Debts due from shop, $ 2,136 17

Due the Institution, 3,621 15

5,757 32

From which deduct the assets, 4,173 74

$1,583 58

Balance against the shop, April 1, 1845, $ 1,597 39

« « << Jan. 1, 1846, 1,583 58

Gain, $ 13 81

Thus it will be seen, that, instead of a loss, the shop has

gained in the last nine months $ 13.81.

When we consider that nothing has been drawn from the

treasury during the past year for the support of the shop, that
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it has paid the rent, and employed twenty-seven blind persons,

to whom it has paid in cash $ 1,459.87, this result must be

most satisfactory. Your committee considers this the most

effectual, and least objectionable, mode of aiding the blind.

While it stimulates to industry, and induces economy, it

cultivates their self-respect, and gives them very important

pecuniary aid, without adding the depressing weight of alms to

the already grievous load of their sufferings. Some of the

workmen and women have been enabled to lay up a little

money, which will be a nucleus around which they may gather

more, and be making provision for old age and consequent in-

firmity.

Among the applicants for work during the last year have

been several from the New York Institution for the Blind, —

a

few of whom have received it. The Trustees of that Institu-

tion visited our shop during the last year, with a view to estab-

lishing something of the same kind. Your committee most

sincerely and earnestly recommends the continuation and exten-

sion of this department of the Institution, as a charity of deep

interest, well worthy the consideration of its friends and pa-

trons. The business has been steadily increasing, and last

year the amount of sales was $ 3,437.74 more than the pre-

ceding year. In order to provide for the probable wants of

the year on which we have entered, more room will be re-

quired in the sales department ; and your committee recom-

mends that the room now used for an ojfice be given up, in

order to enlarge the sales room ; and that the room in the next

story above, which can be had for $ 60 per annum, be hired

for an office.

Your committee would further say that a large covered shed

should be provided at the Mount Washington House, in order

to accommodate the increasing business of working on old mat-

tresses and feather-beds.

Respectfully submitted,

STEPHEN FAIRBANKS, Committee.



APPENDIX B

LAURA BRIDGMAN.

TO THE TRUSTEES.

Gentlemen :

My Report concerning this interesting pupil for the last

year will be shorter than usual, because I intend to publish

soon a continuous and complete account of her whole course

of instruction.

This seems to be called for by the public, who, in various

countries, have manifested such a kindly interest in her case.

The accounts of her instruction contained in our previous Re-

ports have been translated into several languages, and exten-

sively read. But it is impossible to do justice to such a sub-

ject in detached papers, published annually. Besides, the

series of those papers is not perfect ; large editions of some

of our Reports having been completely exhausted by the

demand.

The importance of the case in a psychological and moral

point of view justifies the attempt to put it upon permanent

record. It is due also to the many kind and excellent per-

sons who have manifested their sympathy for the child, and in

various ways encouraged her teachers to perseverance in the

attempt to overcome all the obstacles to the full develop-

ment of her imprisoned soul. The account of her progress

during the last year will therefore be general and concise.

Her health has been good, until within the last three

months, during which time her appetite has become impaired,

she has lost some flesh, and has grown feeble. I have not
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been without apprehensions of serious consequences ; but as

there is no appearance of any organic disease, it is reason-

able to hope that the functional derangements will yield to

judicious treatment.

The danger of the great and continual activity of her brain

and nervous system has never been lost sight of ; and constant

care has been taken to guard against its evil effects, by exer-

cise, and by amusements calculated to diminish it. But it may

be, that, in spite of our efforts, her system has suffered from

this cause.

In the normal condition of the body, the constant hungering

and thirsting of the youthful mind for knowledge is gratified

by the spontaneous and pleasurable exercise of the perceptive

faculties. The child has only to open his eyes and learn

every day and every hour new combinations of form, dimen-

sion, size, color, distance, and motion among the innumera-

ble objects around him. His ear and his other senses impart

to his mind a thousand sensations, which, by a natural process,

the mind in its turn attributes to external objects. All this

process is one of learning ; the result of it is knowledge, —
knowledge more varied and more valuable than any which a

teacher can ever impart. It is the gymnastics of the mind
;

and by virtue of that beautiful law which commands pleasure

to attend all natural exercise, it becomes both delightful and

health-giving.

But what to other children is spontaneous activity or pleas-

ant exercise is to poor Laura severe effort and fatiguing

labor. They see external nature as through a glass, and learn

a thousand things at a glance ;— she has to break through a

wall, and to examine every quality of every object by a slow

and tedious effort. It is true that she takes delight in the

effort, and has to be withheld from, rather than incited to,

making it ; but, although there may be the same proportion

between the degree of effort and the amount of pleasure as in

other minds, yet both are in excess ; and excess in any thing

is injurious.

It has always been strictly charged upon her teachers, and
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I am sure never forgotten by them, that they are to guard

against too great mental activity. But it is almost impractica-

ble to prevent her from studying, for her common conversation

is in the spirit of inquiry ; so that it is possible her physical

health has suffered from it. She will not admit that she is un-

well ; indeed, she probably conceals from herself the fact that

she is so. But, from whatever cause her present indisposition

has arisen, every effort will be made to remove it. She has

already learned to ride on horseback, and takes gentle exercise

in this way, every day, upon a pony, which, of course, has to

be guided by a seeing person.

Her mind has developed itself during the last year in a re-

markable manner, as will be seen in the specimens of her

writing and conversation. It is very fortunate that I was

able to obtain as a successor to Miss Swift, her former able

and excellent teacher,* a young lady fully equal to the difficult

task of conducting her education. Indeed, to Miss Swift and

Miss Wight belong, far more than to any other persons, the

pure satisfaction of having been instrumental in the beautiful

development of Laura's character.

The last year, especially, has been one of great difficulty

and great danger ; for the period has arrived when the natu-

ral tendency of every human soul to separate and independ-

ent individualism becomes very strong;— that critical period

when there is often a severe and sometimes a fatal struggle

between the conservative spirit of the old, who would stunt the

growth of the young and keep them in the dependence of

childhood, and the aspiring spirit of the young, which irresisti-

bly impels them to independence.

I have always looked forward to this period of Laura's life

with great anxiety. She is now passing through it ; and it is

not given to me to conceive any wiser course than her present

teacher has followed. Indeed, I believe that no one has con-

* It is possible that some remarks in my last Report may have been

construed into censure of Miss Swift ; but they were not intended for

that effect. She fulfilled her duty with ability and conscientiousness.
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ceived so high an idea of woman's patience, devotion, tender-

ness, and capacity, that it would not be raised, if he could see

as minutely as I have seen the whole of them exemplified in

the daily intercourse between Miss Wight and Laura. Any

praise of this kind bestowed by one person upon another, who

is in any way connected with him, is usually in bad taste, to

say the least. But I am constrained to give it in this case,

because I feel, that, unless I do so, I shall receive — what

does not belong to me— the credit of another's good works.

There have been a few moments during the year, when,

either from the developing tendency to independent individu-

alism above alluded to or from constitutional irritability, or

both, Laura has manifested a spirit which threatened violent

explosions of temper. I am certain, that, if at such times she

had been treated with the slightest sternness, or even with

coldness and indifference, the effect would have been most

unfavorable. But her teacher, never for a moment losing her

temper, never ceasing to manifest the tenderest interest in her

pupil, yet not obtruding it upon her, or making it the pretext

for overruling her will, has succeeded in making Laura judge

and condemn herself ; so that, without being accused, she has

perceived her fault, and, without being punished, she has come

out of the trial stronger and better than before. This I hold

to be a rare attainment in the art of teaching ;
— it is more, —

it is the best kind of moral training.

It will be seen by the extracts which will follow, that Laura

has acquired much greater facility and copiousness of expres-

sion than before ; nevertheless, a great portion of the year has

been spent in teaching her the use of language. It is often

said, that, in order to have precision of language, there must be

precision of thought ; but the converse is equally true, — in

order to have precision of thought (over a great range of ob-

jects), there must be precision of language. Hence appears

the great importance of storing the mind abundantly with

words to which a precise meaning is attached, during that

period of life which nature clearly points out as the only one

well fitted for the task, namely, the period of childhood and

early youth.
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It may be proper here to remark, that, whenever any ex-

pression of hers is quoted in the Reports concerning her, it

is done with a sense of the importance of a scrupulous ad-

herence to the exact form which she used ; no change and no

correction is ever made, not even of the orthography.

I shall endeavour to make the extracts illustrate the mode
of teaching her, as well as her own course of thought.

One day, her teacher had remarked to her that the first set-

tlers of this country sometimes had difficulty in procuring

enough to eat ; whereupon she asked, suddenly, " What re-

past did one man eat ? " She explained herself by adding,

" When there was but one man on the earth." The answer

was, that there were fruit and berries. " But," said she,

" when he was very small ? " She paused awhile, and then

added, " I guess God took care of him, and gave him some

milk."

Her teacher was reading, the same day, something in which

a compass was mentioned ; upon which, she was desirous of

knowing all about it. Her teacher showed her a magnet, and

applied it to a toy in the shape of a swan floating upon the

water. When she felt the bird to be attracted by the magnet,

her face grew very red, and she said, much surprised, " It

makes it life ; it is alive, for it moves." Her teacher then

asked her if the bird ate, or slept, or walked, or could feel.

" No," she replied ; but still seemed hardly convinced that

the magnet did not give life to the bird, until she was shown

its effect upon a needle.

This led to an explanation of attraction ; and she soon af-

terwards showed her disposition to apply all new words in as

many senses as she can, by suddenly embracing her teacher,

and saying, " I am exceedingly attracted to you, because you

are always so kind."

A little reflection upon the mental process by which she

converted a term expressive of a physical relation into one ex-

pressive of a mental emotion will explain the difficulty which

many persons find in understanding how she ever learned ab-

stract terms, and words significative of mere emotions.
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express physical relations into terms expressive of moral rela-

tions, so easily as other young persons can ; but in her case,

as in theirs, the mental process is a natural and almost invol-

untary one. All children go through it without any special in-

struction, and use metaphorical language long before they

know what a metaphor is.

The teacher plays a much humbler part in the intellectual

development of children than he is usually supposed to do
;

his influence in the formation of moral character may be great-

er ; but too often he labors upon the former to the neglect of

the latter.

On the same day above referred to, she was speaking about

something which recalled the past, and asked, " Why was I

not always so good ? " Not receiving an immediate answer,

she added, " People cannot always do right, as one man did

who lived many years ago. Doctor says nobody ever does

right always, as Jesus Christ did." Her teacher told her that

we must always try to do perfectly right, and then we should

grow better and better. She then asked, " If we are perfect,

shall we be like God ?
"

The following extract from her teacher's journal will show

how minutely her little faults are noted and how they are

treated.

" Sunday, Nov. 10th. Laura went to church with me in the morning.

In the afternoon, I left Jane Damon with her, with permission to stay a

short time. When I returned, Laura did not welcome me as usual, and

made some objection to a walk which I proposed ; but she was soon ready

for it. I learned from Jane, that Laura had done something that she

(Jane) had promised not to tell me. I asked Laura why she was not will-

ing that I should know every thing that she did while I was away. She

said, ' I was afraid you would reprove me.' I asked her if I ever

spoke unkindly to her when she had done wrong. 'No,' replied she,

very emphatically, ' you never blame me. Why did I pull the wire?

'

I auswered, that I thought curiosity and playfulness made her do it ; that

it was not wrong to be curious and playful ; but that it was wrong to try

to conceal from me when she thought she had done mischief. ' I did not

know it was to conceal,' said she. I told her that it was best for me to

know what she did and thought, that I might be able to advise her. ' I

5
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knew it was wrong to pull the wire.' Jane had told me also that Laura was

unwilling that she should leave her, and made several very unpleasant

noises. I alluded to this when talking with Laura, and she said, ' I was

not impatient.' ' But,' said I, 'Jane said you made some bad noises.' ' I did

n—,'she began to say, hesitatingly; when I said, 'Did you not make

noises? ' and she replied, ' I believe I did not refrain from making bad

noises.'

" I was now obliged to leave her for a short time. When I came back,

she was not inclined to say much, and seemed trying to force a smile.

By this time, the headache which had followed me all day became quite

severe, and I left her again for a while to her reflections. It is the first

time that she has attempted to deceive me. She was afraid, perhaps, that

she had done some injury to something. She could have no fear that I

should speak severely to her, for I never blame her in the least. Gener-

ally, when she is doing or saying any little thing that I disapprove, I sim-

ply stop it at the time, and afterwards speak of the thing abstractly. She

will apply my remarks to herself and to the circumstance, but without any

unpleasant excitement of feeling, and she remembers them a long time.

" Many times she has said, 'I cannot be perfectly good, as Jesus Christ

was.' I have told her that every one should try to be perfectly good,

and never be willing to do wrong even in a little thing,— explained to

her that perhaps it was a desire to appear perfectly good which prompted

her to conceal that which she was afraid was wrong.

" When I spoke to her again, she said, ' I was praying to God, and

told him that I had been so wrong, and I asked him to forgive me and

send me better thoughts. I told him my motives were bad to conceal

from you, and to tell you that I did not make impatient noises.' She then

put her hand on my hot head and asked what made it worse. I an-

swered, ' Sad thoughts.' She said, ' I am sorry you were detained from

being happy by a sad circumstance. I have told God that I will not do

so wrong again.'
"

Here is another extract illustrative of the same thing.

" Oct. 242/j. At eight o'clock to-day Laura came to me and said,

* Doctor wants you to teach me about motives ; what are motives?

'

" After giving the meaning of the word, I referred her to a story that I

read to her last evening. It was of a benevolent, kind-hearted little boy,

who expended his money in purchasing little comforts for those who

needed them, making it his happiness to do good to the poor and unfor-

tunate. She was very much interested in talking of the character of the

boy, and of his sister and mother. ' It was a good motive for George to

give nice things to poor people.' ' Doctor had a good motive to give us

this nice large room to be so warm and comfortable ; he is very benevolent.

But Jesus Christ was the most benevolent ; we cannot be benevolent as
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he was.' ' I cannot be benevolent and do kind things to crazy people, and

blind and deaf people, and cure them.' 'God is very benevolent, he

does so many things to make people happy.' I then tried to show her

how she might be truly benevolent in little things, every day. ' I give

away many things,' said she. I convinced her that it was not always a

proof of benevolence, to give things away. During the whole lesson she

was very serious and thoughtful, pressing my fingers closely, so that no

letter should escape her.

"Friday, Oct. 25th. Laura seemed to me very rude and boisterous,

and not easily restrained as usual. It was very discouraging to me, and I

gave myself up to sad thoughts. Laura soon perceived it, and asked

why. I told her she did not try, so much as I wished, to grow still and

gentle, though we had talked so much about it. She sat still some time,

and then said, ' I love Mrs. Smith best, she is so gentle.' This was evi-

dently said to trouble me, and did not relieve me any. This is one of the

very few instances when there seemed to be unkindness in the child's

heart.

" But she soon repented. After dinner she was up stairs, and was gone

for some time ; when at last she came down and found me, she said she

had a nice present for me to make me more happy, and that she would

try more to improve. She said this very sadly. I took her present and

exerted myself to appear as cheerful as usual.

"The present she brought was a pincushion, one of her choicest treas-

ures.

" Lessons as usual. Talking with Laura about being kind and benev-

olent. She began to give me a long account of little kind things that

she had done. After a time, I told her that sometimes people did kind

things that their friends might praise them and think they were very kind

and benevolent.

"We talked of it some time, Laura's face growing more and more red,

yet half smiling. I could see she was applying the remark to herself, as

indeed she does every thing that she hears of this kind. ' Why do I like

to be praised? ' she soon asked. I told her that every one did, and that

it was right for us to like to have our friends love us, and praise us too,

if we were good. Supposed the case of two little children, one of whom
was very kind to his sisters that his mother might call him good, and the

other did the same because he was glad to see all happy, &c. Asked

her which she thought was the best child. She hesitated a moment, and

replied, The boy who wanted to see other children happy."

There may be better ways of correcting such faults in child-

ren, but there are, certainly, many worse ones in frequent

use. Punishment of the common kind, even that of rebuke,

might have driven Laura into a habit of deceit which would
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lead to duplicity, and which could hardly be cured except by

herself after her conscience had become active and strong.

But it will be seen that this very habit prevents the growth of

conscience, and too often dwarfs it for ever.

This is a subject which cannot be considered too much or

too carefully, for the neglect of it lies at the bottom of much

of the evil in society.

The will and the conscience are twin-born ; and the exer-

cise of the will should be made to promote the growth and

strength of the conscience, as the exercise of the muscles pro-

motes the growth and strength of the bones which support

them.

If we forbid children to exercise their own free will, if we

command them to heed our will alone, then we should also

supply them with our conscience and make that the companion

of our will. But this is evidently impossible ; consequently, we

often punish children because they do not follow our way ; and

we neglect the training of their conscience, and then punish

them because it does not guide them aright.

Parents have a right to expect obedience of their children in

all important matters ; moreover, it is their duty to require it
;

but they have no right to forget or neglect their own duty to

them. Nature gives to children feebleness of will to fit them

for this obedience which we fail not to require ; and she gives

them feebleness of conscience, that our conscience may be

for a while their guide, and keep them from undue temptation,

but this latter duty we often neglect.

Truth is plainer and more agreeable to children than false-

hood, and right than wrong. They have a conscience, too,

which tells them which to prefer ; but it is feeble, because na-

ture did not intend they should rely solely upon it at first, any

more than, when giving them a will, she intended that they

should be independent of us.

They have also many faculties and desires, and if these are

abused in any way, they may become passions which the fee-

ble conscience cannot resist. Most children are as pure as

Eve was ; but the tempting apples are left hanging so thickly

around them, that it would be a marvel if they did not eat.
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Children incline to tell the truth, and will tell it unless

some stronger desire, as fear (that is, temptation), induce them

to lie. The general error is in supposing they have no con-

science ; whereas it has perhaps been neglected, or we have

allowed it to suffer a strain greater than it would bear.

Numerous as are the apparent exceptions to this, they do

not affect the correctness of the principle. The laws of descent

influence the moral tendencies as well as the bodily forms of

children ; a man may entail his dwarfed conscience, as he may

his diminutive nose, upon his descendants. Thousands of pa-

rents " have eaten sour grapes," and millions of children

" have their teeth set on edge." But take the descendants

of truly moral ancestors, in a moral society, and if they are

" trained up in the way they should go, they will not depart

from it."

I do not believe that Laura Bridgman is so happily organ-

ized as many other children ; I think she has some constitu-

tional disturbing forces which do not affect others. Neverthe-

less, I am confident that for many years she has never varied

from the truth, nor swerved from the right, unless under the

influence of what were, to her, strong temptations. That such

temptations were not kept from her is my fault, or the fault of

those circumstances which keep us all so far from perfection.

We must not bind upon her, or upon other children, greater

burdens than they can bear ; but if we will act upon the prin-

ciple, that the mind can be trained to perceive moral relations

as quickly as it does material relations, wTe shall enable her and

them to walk uprightly through life. I will illustrate my
meaning by a reference to the process of training the mind to

the study of arithmetic.

There are certain immutable relations of numbers, and by

long and close attention to these the mind sees, as it were by

intuition, what before was incomprehensible. A child at first

does not understand the relation between tico and three, or that,

when united, they make^t-e ; but by dissecting the Jive, — by
counting upon his fingers, — by taking five objects and putting

three in one heap and two in another and then uniting them, or
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in other ways, the relation is demonstrated to the child, and his

mind ever after assents to it as a matter of course. But it is

by no means a matter of course at first ; and the mental facul-

ty by which the relations of number are perceived requires

greater or less training according to its natural capacity.

It is certain that 333 multiplied by 555 make 184,815
;

and one whose natural faculty for perceiving the relations of

numbers is extraordinarily active, or one that has been long

and carefully trained, will see it as quickly as we perceive

that three and two make^ivc. Not so, however, with a common
and untrained mind ; such a one would have to dissect the

numbers as the child dissects Jive, and arrive at the result by

two or more lines of proof, before there would be a certainty

of the correctness of the result.

Now the moral relations of things are not less certain and

immutable than their numerical relations. We think we see

the right and wrong on certain questions intuitively and without

training ; but we have to go through very much the same exer-

cise of the faculty by which we see it, as we did before we
perceived the relation between two and Jive. On other sub-

jects, where the disturbing force of interest, prejudice, or

passion interferes, we cannot see the true moral relations of

questions at once, any more than we can at first see the result

of 333 multiplied by 555 ; but by careful training of the con-

science with the intellect we can at last attain to it.

A merchant will tell by a glance at the balance-sheet what

is his share of the year's profit of his house ; a process for

which a schoolboy would require his slate and pencil. But

perhaps there have been transactions of doubtful morality

during the year's business, which the well trained conscience

of a schoolboy would solve at a glance, but which the mer-

chant could hardly decide even with the aid of a moral slate

and pencil.

By observing such principles as these, and by being mindful

always that Laura has a conscience, which, like the con-

sciences of most children, if not yet fully developed, may be

so trained as to be firmly relied upon, her teachers and friends
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may reasonably expect, that, when grown to maturity, she will

show great firmness of character.

Let it not be supposed that the foregoing instances of unami-

able conduct are given as specimens of Laura's general con-

duct ; so far from it, they are very uncommon exceptions to

her usual kind and conscientious deportment. 1 give them for

two reasons ; because I would faithfully describe what so many

are interested to see in all its lights, and because the lesson

may be useful to others.

It is a curious case, this of Laura's. A poor blind and

deaf girl, of humble history and humbler hopes,— unconscious

of being the object of special regard, and yet every act

and word carefully noted down, and more eagerly looked for

by thousands in various parts of the world than those of pur-

ple-born princesses ! And yet it may not be a solitary case.

It may be that each one of us is watched over with tender in-

terest by guardian spirits ;
— that " all our faults are observed,

conned and scanned by rote and set in a note-book," not, per-

haps, " to be cast in our teeth," but to serve the great purposes

of truth and good.

Could Laura be suddenly restored to her senses, and clothed

with our faculties and intellect, which so far transcend hers, /

she would stand amazed to find herself the centre of so much /

observation ; she would look fearfully and anxiously back to

recall all her past thoughts and deeds, and perhaps painfully re-

pent that some of them had not been better. So it may be with

us, when the clog of the flesh shall be removed from those fac-

ulties and powers that so far transcend those of the body. We
may find that what we whispered in secret was heard through

the universe,— what w*e did in the darkness was seen as at

noonday. But it is better for her and for us that it should be

as it is ; that we should shun the wrong, not because others

may punish us, and do the right, not because others may re-

ward us, but because the one is good and the other is bad.

Laura has often amused herself during the past year by little

exercises in composition. The following story, written during

the absence of her teacher, will serve as a specimen of her
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use of language. The last sentence, though not grammatical,

may be considered as the moral, and a very good moral, of

the whole.

"the goodnatdred girl

" Lucy was merely nine years old. She had excellent parents She

always did with alacrity what her mother requested her to do She told

Lucy when it was time for her to go to school ; so Lucy ran and put on

her bonnet and shawl and then she went back to her mama She of-

fered Lucy a basket containing some pie and cake for luncheon. And
Lucy went precisely at schooltime and when she got to the house she

took her own seat and began to study diligently with all the children

And she always conformed to her teachers wishes— In recess she took

luncheon out of her basket but she gave some of it to her mates— Lucy

had some books with pictures and slate in her desk —
" When she went home she found that dinner was all ready— After-

wards her mother took her to take tea with her friends. Lucy was much

delighted to play with her little cousins Lucy and Helen ; and they let

her see their play things. After tea Lucy was sorry to depart ; and

when she went to bed she thought that she had made it pleasantly to

all her friends with little joyful heart."

Laura keeps a sort of diary, in which she writes with her

own hand an account of what passes every day. It is gen-

erally a bald narration of the facts ; but an extract will give

an idea of her daily routine of study. The diary is generally

very legibly written. I will transcribe a day's record, exactly

as she wrote it, with her spelling and punctuation, putting any

explanations that may be necessary in brackets. The only al-

teration is in the use of capitals, which she has never been

taught to make.

" Sixth of Jan Tuesday.

" I studied arithmetic before my breakfast. Afterwards Miss Wight

was occupied for Dr. till quarter to ten. Then she read to me about

Bible. Abraham went to live in the city Gerar. He and his wife lived

in the western corner of Palestine place [country]. But his son Isaac

was very kind to comfort his parents when they grew old [.] Isaac wa3

always good to take care of them and made them feel very happy.

Abraham thanked God for his kindness exceedingly.

" Wight taught me two more lessons geography and history. Putnam

was a farmer who was ploughing his land with the cattle in a field.
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When tidings were brought to him of a battle at Lexington he did not

stop to unhartness the cattle hut ran very rapidly to his home and went

to live in Boston. In a few weeks thirty thousand of soldiers arrived to

Boston. Most of them had no cannons nor leads nor guns. And the

British went to Bunker Hill from Boston to attack the Americans and

expel them away when they were going to fire upon them. And when

the British saw them ready they were surprised."

Her store of knowledge has been very much increased

during the last year. It will be seen, too, that she has im-

proved in the use of language- ; and when it is considered that

other deaf mutes have as great advantage over her as we
have over them, if not greater, her style will bear comparison

with theirs.

She has become somewhat more thoughtful and sedate than

formerly, though she is generally very cheerful, and sometimes

displays a childish humor that shows her age is to be measured

by the degree of her mental development, rather than by the

number of years that she has lived.

She has extended the circle of her acquaintance, and has

endeared herself to many persons who have learned to con-

verse with her. It is the earnest hope of all that her life may
be prolonged, and that we may be enabled to do our duty to

her and to ourselves by making it as happy and as useful as

possible.

S. G. HOWE.



APPENDIX C.

Special Report of the Director upon the Subject of Printing.

TO THE TRUSTEES.
Gentlemen :

The time has arrived when strong and efficient measures

should be taken in this country to provide a library in raised

letters, to supply the want which has been created by teaching

so many of the blind to read.

A short history of the art of printing for the blind, and a

notice of the books which have been published, will show this.

The method of printing with raised letters was invented in

1784, by the Abbe Haiiy, and his first specimens were pub-

lished in Paris soon after. To him alone belongs the whole

credit of the invention. The thing made quite a sensation in

France, and many fine sentiments were expressed in regard to

it, in prose and verse. But this wras about all ; for the blind

really received very little advantage from it. The art has re-

mained in the same rude state, in that country, in which the

Abbe left it. The method of printing has not been improved
;

indeed, but very few books for the blind have ever been print-

ed on the continent.

By taking the New Testament as a standard for the quantity

of matter, we shall be able to understand how much, or how

little, rather, has been done there. A book of the size of the

New Testament, printed in the French mode, would fill

nine large folios, and cost about one hundred dollars.* All

* At the rate at which the books were sold at the Institution in Paris

in 1832.
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the matter that has been printed in France would fill a little

more than one volume of the size of the New Testament.

All that has been printed in the other continental countries

would hardly amount to so much.

The art of printing for the blind was next made the object

of attention in Scotland, about the year 1828, by Mr. Gall,

who deserves great credit for his zeal and perseverance. He
published a few books, equal, perhaps, to one half of the New
Testament ; these, though less bulky than the French, were still

very clumsy and expensive.* The form of the letter is in

many respects excellent ; it is angular, and the angles are easi-

ly felt ; but the fault is too great uniformity in shape.

The subject was next taken up at this Institution, in 1834
;

and, without wishing to disparage the merits of others, it is due

to historical truth to say that the only real and substantial im-

provements upon Haiiy's method were first made here, and our

books first showed, by extensive use, that they could be com-

pressed into a comparatively compact and cheap form. The

improvement was simply to cut off all the flourishes about the

letters, and to reduce them to the minimum size and the mini-

mum elevation that could be distinguished by the generality of

the blind. The reduction was so great, that the New Testa-

ment, which by the old mode would have filled nine volumes

and cost one hundred dollars, could be printed, and was printed

(for the first time in any language), in two volumes, and cost,

in sheets, about two dollars. That form of character has nev-

er been changed here ; all our books have been printed in it,

and the quantity of matter in all of them is equal to six vol-

umes of the size of the New Testament. It is certain that

no substantial improvement has since been made upon this

method. All that has been done in Scotland and England is

merely to effect about the same reduction of bulk and expense

which we had demonstrated to be feasible years before it was

done elsewhere. It is equally certain that no material dimi-

nution can be made in the size of the type, except by adopting

* The Gospel by St. John was sold by Mr. Gall for one pound sterling.
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a purely arbitrary character, and abandoning the common al-

phabet ; because the letters are now as small as the generality

of the blind can ever distinguish.

The Institution in Philadelphia took up the subject about the

same time that ours did ; but, unfortunately, the first attempts

were upon the old and enormously bulky and expensive meth-

od. Only one book of any size was printed, and that con-

tained only one of the four Gospels. Subsequently, a more

compact type was adopted, the letters being of the Roman
form. In this character, matter has been printed equal in ex-

tent to two volumes of the size of the Old Testament, and

some of it very valuable. It is to be regretted that that

press has now stopped, because it was making most important

contributions to the library of the blind.

Some time after it had ceased to be a matter of surprise in

this country that the blind could read, public attention was loud-

ly called to the subject in England and Scotland by several per-

sons who supposed they had made an extraordinary discovery,

because certain modifications of the Abbe Haiiy's letters which

they had adopted could be read by the blind. We say pub-

lic attention was then first called to it, because Mr. Gall seems

to have thought more about the blind than about the public.

Mr. Lucas, of Bristol, brought out a phonographic charac-

ter ; Mr. Freer, a stenographic character ; and Dr. Fry, of

London, adopted the common Roman character. It would be

ludicrous, if it were not painful, to witness the contest for the

honor of inventing these different methods, and for the intro-

duction of the books printed according to each of them ; be-

cause it was, in reality, only tearing Haiiy's invention into so

many different pieces, and holding up the fragments as a proof

that the possession of one of them conferred the title of origin-

ality and merit upon the possessor.

Parties were formed, and societies were organized, for the

purpose of introducing the method which different persons

supposed must be the best, because they saw and knew the

blind could read by it, and did not know they could read by

any method which presented a fair, tangible letter, and because

they generally knew little about the merits of the other methods.
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The two systems which used arbitrary characters, differing

in form from our common letter, whatever merit they possess-

ed, labored under the great disadvantage of not being legible

by the eye of common observers. Indeed, this remarkable

feature was prominent in all the discussions, namely, that many

people did not judge of the different kinds of print, as they

should have done, by the sense of feeling, but by the sense of

sight ; that is, they required that it should be one suited to

themselves, instead of one suited to the blind.

It would be tedious to go into a discussion of the compara-

tive merits of these different ways of applying Hauy's invention,

especially as they did not differ very much. The two systems

which adopted the arbitrary character, unlike the common let-

ter, seem not to have found so much favor as the third method
;

or, if they did, they were not put into so extensive operation.

The whole matter printed in those characters does not probably

exceed the bulk of one volume equal to the New Testament.

Dr. Fry dying, the offspring of his brain was adopted by

Mr. Allston, of Glasgow, who, having none of his own, gave

to it his name ; and it is now generally known as Mr. Allston's

Alphabet. He pushed the subject with great zeal, vigor, and

perseverance ; and the blind in England are indebted to him

for valuable additions to their library. It is true, indeed, that

by far the greatest work which he undertook, the printing of

the Bible, was not strictly necessary, because an edition could

have been procured from this country at less cost. The whole

of the New Testament, and part of the Old, had been print-

ed here, and copies sent to England, and read by many blind

persons, long before he commenced his.* Since that time, the

whole Bible has been finished here, as well as in Scotland.

I would not willingly detract from Mr. Allston's merit, but I

cannot help regretting that he had not expended the large sum

necessary for printing the Bible upon some other work, by the

exchange of which for the American edition he would have in-

creased the library of the blind of both countries.

* Copies of our books were sent to Mr. Allston in 1835; he com-

menced printing liis edition in 1637.
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The blind in the American schools read both kinds of print

with facility, and it is not to be supposed that the blind in Brit-

ain have less cleverness than they.

The whole amount of printed matter which Mr. Allston has

contributed to the library of the blind (for he deserves the

credit of having done it all) amounts to about one half of a

volume of the size of the New Testament.

Thus it will be seen that the whole of the printed litera-

ture for the blind in all languages is equal to only about elev-

en volumes containing as much matter as the New Testa-

ment. Of this a quantity equal to about one volume is in

French ; about one half of one volume in Lucas and Freer's

type together ; about one half of one in Fry's (Allston's)

type ; two volumes and a half in the Philadelphia print ;* and

six volumes in what, for want of a better name, is called the

Boston letter.

f

* The Philadelphia books are in a type which varies little from Dr.

Fry's ; but they are so much superior in point of beauty and legibility

to any European books, that they deserve to be classed apart.

t This form of letter, which is as great a modification and improve-

ment of Haiiy's character as any for which originality has been

claimed, was contrived by myself, and extensively used before the others

on the same principle were adopted. It is now used in all the Institu-

tions in this country, and by many persons in Great Britain ; but i do not

consider that I have the right to claim a part of Haiiy's credit for the

invention, any more than to appropriate to my use a part of his estate.

Mr. Chapin, the able Superintendent of the Ohio Institution for the

Blind, has recently published a valuable pamphlet, in which he gives the

result of his personal examination of the British schools for the blind.

On the subject of printing he makes the following remarks.

" In the United States, Dr. Howe, the Director of the Massachu-

setts Asylum, adopted the lower case Roman letter, modified into an-

gular shapes, yet preserving the original form so far as to be easily

read by all. The entire Bible, and various other books, are printed in

this character.

" Of the comparative merits of the two kinds of letter destined to be

the medium of the great body of the literature of the blind, namely,

the Roman capitals and the Boston characters, a few words may be said.

" The latter present a much greater variety of size and shape than the
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Tn other words, more than one half of the whole printed

matter for the blind which is now in existence has been print-

ed at our press. This may seem strange to those who judge

of the subject by reading the Reports of various schools

which contain lists of the works they have issued. These

lists are very imposing, for the smallest quantity of reading

matter that can be put between two covers is called a book
;

as, for instance, the catechism, which looks as large on the

list as a large book. There are nearly as many titles of

books in the Glasgow list as in ours, and yet some single

works of ours contain more reading matter than all the Glas-

gow books put together, excepting the Bible.

The present state of the art of printing for the blind is this :

experiments have been fully tried in this country and in Eu-

rope, and have shown the perfect feasibility of printing books

for the blind which are to them a source of great benefit and

happiness.

The only obstacle to the increase and extension of this

source of comfort and joy is its expense ; and this, as it seems

to me, would be overcome at once, if the attention of the pub-

lic and the sympathies of the wealthy could be enlisted in the

cause.

In our age and country, the ability to read is regarded al-

most as a test of respectability ; and the privilege of reading

is valued above all price.

Government and benevolent individuals consider education

former. This is an important consideration to the blind, who distinguish

by the touch alone. The Roman B, R, and D, for example, are suffi-

ciently unlike for sight, but are difficult to distinguish by the finger. Not
so with the Boston letters, which are entirely unlike, as b, r, d, nearly.

And so of many others.

" But, independent of reasons so obvious, experience has satisfied us

that beginners acquire a knowledge of the Boston character sooner than

the Roman.
" While, therefore, we admit the greater beauty of the Roman capital

letter than all others, and admire the able and persevering zeal of Mr.

Allsion, of Glasgow, in accomplishing so much for the library of the

blind, we cannot but hope, that, in this country at least, should any future

presses be established, they will conform to the Boston letter."
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as the great lever by which society is to be raised up pro-

gressively, and reading is essential to education ; therefore

they strive to have all children taught to read.

Now there is a large class in every generation, who, by the

providence of God, and without any fault of their own, lack

that sense by which others read. They are blind ; they are

comparatively helpless ; they need, far more than other chil-

dren, the aid and comfort which education can give ; they are,

generally, very poor, and they are entirely dependent upon

others. Without special assistance and instruction, they are

doomed to live in mental as well as in physical darkness.

Benevolent men have invented a method by which these

unfortunates can be taught to read ; many of them have eager-

ly read all that has been printed ; and now they, and others,

who have only heard the fame thereof,— thousands of de-

scendants of that blind Bartimeus who sat by the way-side

and called upon Jesus for aid, — are stretching out their hands

to us, the disciples of that same Jesus, and crying, " Have
mercy upon us !

" And shall they cry in vain ?

We cannot restore them to sight; but God has given what

is to us a greater blessing than would be the power of working

miracles,— the means of working out by human agency the

relief of human suffering. The call of so many of our unfortu-

nate brethren for light and knowledge, — for the means of

cheering their lonely hours,— for books by which their minds

may be strengthened and their hearts comforted, — this call

we can answer by the formation of a

National Library for the Blind.

The only obstacle to it is the expense ; and this should not

stand in the way of a people whose garners are filled to over-

flowing.

All that has hitherto been done has been done by individual

charity ; that has been enough to demonstrate, beyond all pos-

sibility of doubt, the utility of the work. It is a work

which belongs not to one State, but to the whole country ;

and it seems to me that it should be undertaken by the gen-
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eral government, and a library created sufficient for all the

blind in the United Slates. This once done, additions would

doubtless be made to it by benevolent individuals, who would

print editions of books at their own expense, as they might be

needed.

I would propose, therefore, something of this kind ;
— tl at

each of the seven Institutions for the Blind in the United

States should send a deputation of their pupils to Washing-

ton, for the purpose of giving an exhibition before the mem-

bers of Congress, and enlisting their feelings ; and that a

petition should then be presented, asking for a grant of

money, or land that would yield at least $ 100,000. This

should be appropriated to printing one hundred works, and five

hundred copies of each work ; fifty copies of each to be de-

posited with each of the seven institutions, for the use of their

pupils, and the rest left for future distribution. There are now

seventeen States which make provision for the education of

their blind ; and this plan would supply them all with elementa-

ry books, and a few standard works on science.

The objection to this plan will be, that it is unconstitutional.

It does not become me to argue this point ; but I would sim-

ply make two remarks. First, Congress can and does appro-

priate one sixteenth of each township for the purposes of edu-

cation ; and here is a class requiring education more than any

other, and yet unable to obtain it in the common schools.

Second, there are two precedents for this measure : Congress

granted a large tract of land to the American Asylum for the

Deaf Mutes, and another to the Kentucky Asylum. We should

ask for all the blind of all the United States only as much as

has been given to one of those institutions.

But grant that we could not overcome this obstacle ; still,

there is a fund which has been expressly given in trust to the

government for the purpose of diffusing light and knowl-

edge among men ; a fund which is unemployed, and the dis-

position of which seems to give great trouble ; we mean the

Smithsonian Fund.

It is evident that the donor did not mean to point out any
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class who should receive the benefits of his gift, or who should

be excluded from them ; it was a generous, catholic provision

for the education of men. Congress, therefore, has the right

to give to blind men a share of its benefits.

It is equally evident that no appropriation can be made of

this fund, by which the people of all sections of the country

can be directly and equally benefited ; its advantages must be
local and reaped by a few.

One sixth part of this fund would effectually supply the

present literary wants of the blind of all the United States
;

it would accomplish an entire and perfect work of beneficence
;

it would be setting a noble example to other nations, and erect-

ing a monument of glory more true and lasting than any that

could be formed of stone or brass.

A National Library for the Blind

would not only enlighten the understandings and gladden the

hearts of those who should use it, but it would serve other high

purposes
;

it would prove that what is so proudly said in many
States, that every child may be taught without price, is not an

idle boast ; that this great republic, in the full career of her

prosperity, listened to the cry of her humblest children, and

did not repudiate her debts to humanity.

It would be a noble example of national charity, that

might be followed by older and richer states, and thus turn into

the neglected fields of beneficence some of those vast expen-

ditures which are now lavished upon idle pomp or destructive

armaments ; and which might, in the end, make the sons and

daughters of misfortune sing aloud for joy.

At any rate, it seems the obvious duty of those who have

the immediate charge of the interests of the blind, to make the

trial, and to bring the subject before the government. Failure

in such a cause would be better than success in some others.

I shall, therefore, with your approval, endeavour to unite all

the Institutions in the country to cooperate in this plan, and

make the appeal to Congress as soon as possible.

S. G. HOWE.
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"

State

Bank,

....

Deed

of

Land

in

South

Boston,

21)

Shares

Concord

Railroad,

Deed

of

one

half

House

in

Summer

Street,



OFFICERS

OF THE

CORPORATION,
FOR 1846.

PRESIDENT,

PETER C. BROOKS.

VICE-PRESIDENT,

THOMAS H. PERKINS.

TREASURER,

PETER R. DALTON.

SECRETARY,

SAMUEL G. HOWE.

TRUSTEES,

EDWARD BROOKS,
THOMAS G. GARY,
JOHN D. FISHER,
CHARLES SUMNER,
OZIAS GOODWIN,
JOHN HOMANS,
SAMUEL MAY,
JAMES K. MILLS,

SAMUEL P. LOUD,
HORACE MANN,
ROBERT RANTOUL,
STEPHEN FAIRBANKS,

In behalf

of the

Corporation.

In behalf

of the State.



ERRATA.

Page 20, 1st line, for twenty read fifty.

" 52, for Peter R. Dalton, Treasurer, read Thomas B. Wales, jr., Treasurer.





TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Young blind person^ of good moral character, will be

itted to the School at the rate of $ 160 per annum. This

3rs all expenses of board, washing, books, musical instru-

its, &c. The pupils must clothe themselves, and pay

r own fares to and from the Institution,

.idigent blind persons belonging to Massachusetts must

ly to the Governor for a warrant.*

indigent blind persons in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,

nnecticut, and South Carolina, should apply to the Com-
;sioners for the Blind, care of the Secretary of State in the

pective States, and can obtain warrants of admission.

For further particulars, address S. G. Howe,— Director

the Institution for the Blind,— Boston, Massachusetts.

*FORM OF APPLICATION.

To His Excellency the Governor :

Sir : — The undersigned has a son (or daughter, or nephew, or niece,

as the case may be) who cannot be instructed in common schools, for

want of sight.

The undersigned is not able to pay the tuition at the Perkins Institu-

tion and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, and petitions that your

Excellency will grant a warrant of free admission.

And your petitioner will ever pray, &c.

[Signature of the parent.]



LIST OF BOOKS

PRINTED AT THE

PERKINS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHU
SETTS ASYLUM FOR THE BLIND:

WITH PRICES.

Bible,

Lardner's Universal History,

Howe's Geography,

" General Atlas, .

" Atlas of the United States,

" " of the Islands,

First Part English Reader, .

Second "

Dairyman's Daughter,

The Harvey Boys,

The Spelling Book,

The Pilgrim's Progress,

Baxter's Call,

English Grammar,

Howe's Blind Child's First Book,
" » " Second Book,

Sixpenny Glass of Wine,

Life of Melancthon,

Book of Sacred Hymns,

Howe's Blind Child's Manual, .

Constitution of the United States,

Book of Diagrams,

Viri Romte,

Pierce's Geometry, with Diagrams,

Political Class Book,

First Table of Logarithms,

Second " "

No. of
volumes.

Price per
volume.

$3 00

00

00

00

50

00

00

1 00

(1(1

00

50

.-.o

00

75

75

50

1 00

1 00

75

75

75

1 50

1 75

1 75

1 00

1 75
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Principles of Arithmetic,

Astronomical Dictionary,

Philosophy of Natural History, .

Rudiments of Natural Philosophy,

Cyclopaedia,

The Book of Common Prayer,

Guide to Devotion,

Total,

No. of
volumes.

Price per
volume.

1 $1 00

1 1 50

1 2 75

1 2 00

2 3 00

1

1

41 volumes.




