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Boston, January 10, 1853.

To the Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen,— We have the honor to lay before

you the several documents required by law and by

custom at your annual meeting ; the Report of the

Director, the Inventories of all the property, real and

personal, and the Report of the Treasurer.

Our own visits to the Institution enable us to an-

swer for its general satisfactory appearance and con-

dition. The Report of the Director will show that

the teachers and other persons employed have dis-

charged their several duties with fidelity ; and that

the general condition of the School and of the Work
Department has been most satisfactory.

The various inventories show the amount of real

estate, and give an exact numeration of all the arti-

cles of movable property, whether household furni-

ture, books, or apparatus, with a valuation of each.



The Report of the Treasurer, which has been duly

audited by a committee of your board, shows that

there has been a small excess of expenditure over

the income.

We have to acknowledge with gratitude the re-

ceipt of $ 2,000 from the executors of the will of

the late James Ingersoll, Esq. Without occasional

aid of this kind, the small capital of the Institution

would have even now been entirely expended, or else

a great deal of good that has been done would have

been left undone.

There is at this moment great need of more aid

than can be furnished by the ordinary income of the

Institution, for carrying out several projects, which

are of great importance to the blind, not only of our

Institution, but of the whole country. We might

name others, but will confine ourselves to that of a

library in raised characters. There is a great de-

mand for books, by those blind who have learned

to read, and there is no means of supplying the de-

mand. By far the greater part of the books now in

use have been printed at our press ; in fact, the

Boston type, or Dr. Howe's system as it is called,

has superseded the others, and our books are gen-

erally sought for and read. At the Great Exhibi-

tion in London, specimens of various kinds of char-

acters for the blind, and books got up in different

countries, were exhibited, but the committee recog-

nized the superiority of this system, and awarded

the medal to it. Under these circumstances, it is

much to be regretted that our operations have ne-

cessarily been suspended for want of funds ; and we



commend the subject to those who can do more than

give the sympathy and the good wishes which all

yield so readily to the unfortunate blind.

Respectfully submitted.

THOMAS T. BOUVE,
J. T. BUCKINGHAM,
THOMAS G. CARY,
THEOPHILUS P. CHANDLER,
GEORGE B. EMERSON,
ISAAC EMERY,
NATHANIEL H. EMMONS,
STEPHEN FAIRBANKS,
SAMUEL MAY,
CHARLES SUMNER,
GEORGE R. RUSSELL.
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APPENDIX A.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR TO THE TRUSTEES.

Gentlemen,— Another year in the life of our In-

stitution has passed, and so even has been the tenor

of its way, that, in turning back over the record of

its days, weeks, and months, little is found which

calls for especial notice. The general course has

been both pleasant and prosperous. We must not,

however, fall into an error to which managers of

public institutions, like other persons, are liable, to

wit, that of congratulating themselves upon exemp-

tion from common misfortunes, and looking back

with complacency upon the successful performance

of a certain amount of good, while in reality they

are travelling in a circle, instead of progressing for-

ward and upward. Persons may congratulate them-

selves upon what they have done, forgetful that the

sin of short-coming lies at their door, if they have

failed to do all that was possible for promoting the

cause committed to their keeping. They may forget

that the success which crowns an effort is not mere-

ly a reward, but also a bond for making another

effort. The sum of each year's duties and labors



should not be a thing to rest upon, but a round in

the ladder upon which to mount and fix the next

one still higher up, as a future stand-point to anoth-

er still above that. In the present case, however,

we cannot be wrong in reflecting with gratitude

upon our exemption during the past year from acci-

dents and calamities, an escape from which watchful

and prudent foresight may indeed render probable,

but never make certain. No case of death or of

severe sickness, no serious accident or mishap, has

left its scar upon the memory of the year.

The State of Massachusetts has continued to grant

to the Institution the annual allowance upon which

it relies mainly for support, and without which it

could not exist. Other States, in and out of New
England, have continued to send beneficiaries, and a

few individuals have sent private pupils, the payment

for whom increases the income, and makes it nearly

equal to the expenses. Nearly, but not quite ; for

the interest of the small funded capital belonging to

the Institution, added to all other sources of in-

come, does not make the ordinary receipts equal

the expenses. In former years great expense was

incurred in the purchase, the enlargement, and im-

provement of buildings and grounds; and during

the last year even, it has cost much to repair the

damage done to our premises by the alteration made

by the city in the grade of the streets. During the

whole period of the existence of the Institution, lib-

eral appropriations have been made, not only for car-

rying out our own immediate object, and giving every

facility and advantage for educating the blind of New



England, but also for promoting the good of the

blind everywhere, by devising and improving ap-

paratus for instruction, and by printing and diffus-

ing books in raised characters. In this respect,

certainly, our Institution has done its full part

towards the promotion of the common weal. For

the means of doing these things, in the face of

an annual deficit, reliance has been placed upon

those generous men in our community, whose large

benevolence is the secret spring which keeps the

institutions of beneficence that so abound with-

in our borders in healthy and vigorous operation.

Some of these men, in generous answer to appeals,

and others without any appeal, but guided by the

instinctive perception of want which benevolence im-

parts, have, from time to time, by their liberal dona-

tions, enabled the Institution to extend the sphere of

its usefulness, and to undertake enterprises having in

view the good of the blind generally, which could

not have been undertaken with the ordinary means

at its command. One of these enterprises, and by

far the most important one,— that of printing books

and forming a library,— has been suspended during

the last year from want of funds ; but there is hope

that it will be taken up again and carried on in good

time.

The number of inmates reported in January,

1852, was one hundred and four ; of these twenty-five

have left, while only eighteen new ones have been

admitted, so that the present number is ninety-

seven. For several years past the number has fluc-

tuated between ninety and one hundred and ten.

The aggregate, however, has been kept higher
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than it would otherwise have been, by the employ-

ment of adults in the Work Department. Several

who have finished their regular course in the School,

and who would otherwise have ceased all connection

with the Institution, now find employment here.

It may be that we should not have been able rig-

orously to carry out the rule of discharging persons

at the end of five or seven years, or of whatever time

might have been fixed for the course, because in

practice it is found exceedingly difficult to do so.

In most, if not in all institutions for the blind, cases

are continually occurring where the rule of dis-

charge is not carried out. For one reason or an-

other, persons are retained beyond the regular time

;

they linger year after year ; they take root, become

fixtures, and sometimes encumbrances. This is ac-

knowledged to be an evil even now, and it is sure to

become a greater evil by and by.

The establishment of an independent Work De-

partment enables us to obviate this evil. Pupils

can be discharged at the end of their course of in-

struction, five or seven years, as the case may be.

Those who can get a living by work anywhere can

get it here; those who cannot, must be provided

with an asylum, but their place is not in a school for

youth.

The average age of our pupils is now about twelve

years and a half, which is lower, perhaps, than in

any other large institution. The advantage of this

to teachers and pupils, and all concerned, will be

readily understood and appreciated by all who are

familiar with the practical workings of similar estab-

lishments.
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The number of admissions to the Junior Depart-

ment has not been so great for several years past as

it ought to have been, and has not kept pace with

the increase of population. No inference, however,

of any worth, respecting the increase or decrease of

blindness in the community, can be drawn from this

circumstance; indeed, it may be satisfactorily ex-

plained by other considerations. The pupils in our

Junior Department are 61 in number; and they

come from the following States : — Massachusetts,

36 ; Rhode Island, 6 ; Vermont, 5 ; Connecticut, 5 ;

Maine, 3 ; New Hampshire, 3 ; South Carolina, 2

;

New York, 1. Now in all the New England States

provision is made for the education of blind children

at this Institution. The population of Massachusetts

is 995,000, that of the other New England States

1,733,000. Now, as Massachusetts never sends less

than 36 children to our Junior Department, the other

States together should send 61, whereas they only

send 22. This difference doubtless arises mainly

from the fact, that the Institution is best known
nearest home, and partly from the fact, that the

difficulty and expense of access to it increase with

the distance. This natural explanation seems the

more certain, because at all times, even leaving out

of the account the city of Boston, we have had more
pupils from the eastern counties of our State, in

proportion to the population, than from the western.

This disproportion, however, is decreasing with the

increase of facilities of communication.

It would be indeed pleasant to note any indica-

tions that the infirmity of blindness is becoming

less common, but as yet none are apparent. There
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is reason, however, for hope that it will diminish.

The first step towards lessening the prevalence of

blindness, or of any other infirmity, in any com-

munity, is to create conviction in the minds of the

members thereof that such infirmity may be lessened,

and finally eradicated, by some means within human
control. Now a close study of the natural laws of

the human organization establishes such a conviction

in regard to blindness, and it cannot fail to become a

general one among intelligent people.

It is morally certain, that most cases of congenital

blindness follow as consequences of departure from

a normal and healthy condition on the part of the

parents or some progenitor of the sufferers. It is

equally certain, that a large proportion of those who
become blind in early life are made so because the

original organization of their apparatus of vision

was imperfect or feeble. Their organs of sight were

too scantily endowed with enduring vital force, to

withstand those ordinary ills and accidents which

make little impression on other persons. It is al-

most as much by accident that they retain vision

any number of years, as that they finally lose it.

Now in all such cases the parents or progenitors

must have offended against the laws of nature in

some way or other ; and though it may have been

without intent or knowledge, the consequences are

none the less sure to follow ; — their offspring are

physically blind, because they were intellectually or

morally blind.

Since blindness, then, for the most part, follows

as the natural consequence of certain physical con-

ditions, which conditions can be ascertained and
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avoided, it should not be considered as an infirm-

ity necessarily entailed upon the human race, but
one of which cases may be multiplied or lessened

at will. They may and probably will be lessened, as

more and more people study nature, and learn that

real religion requires implicit obedience to every

law of God, in whatever way and at whatever period

of time the law may be revealed, and whether it re-

gards our hearts and feelings, or our temple of the

body and its conditions.

Now it seems that part of the proper business of

institutions for the blind is to make special study of

the causes of the infirmity of blindness, and to diffuse

knowledge concerning them as widely as possible

in the community. Accordingly, considerable pains

has been taken here to make careful and minute
observations of as many cases as possible, and to as-

certain all the attendant facts and conditions con-

cerning the physical state of the sufferers and their

progenitors, that may by any possibility furnish a

clew to the causes of the infirmity. If similar ob-

servations and researches are made with care in other

institutions, great good may follow. "When the

range of observation has become wide enough, and
the number of facts sufficiently large, valuable infer-

ences will doubtless be drawn. Meantime, all that

has hitherto been ascertained tends to prove what
faith in Divine wisdom would lead one to infer, that

it is possible for man greatly to limit the prevalence

of blindness in any highly civilized community, if not

entirely to prevent its occurrence, except in cases of

severe accidental injury.
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THE SCHOOL.

This has been conducted upon the same general

plan as in former years. The course of intellectual

instruction does not differ from that given in the

best common schools of the State, except, perhaps,

that the scholars advance further in certain branches,

and that music is one of the most important of

them. Besides, in addition to a course of intellect-

ual instruction, there is daily exercise in manual

labor, with a view to learning a trade.

The instruction in the school is given by young

women. Our experience shows that they are as

competent to impart instruction in all the common
branches of study, and to train the intellect of their

pupils, as men are, and that, moreover, they develop

the moral sentiment and affections far better.

It is true, that order and discipline are easily main-

tained in schools for the blind, and the attention of

the scholars and their interest in their studies are

easily secured. This, however, is not owing alto-

gether to any peculiarity resulting from their infirm-

ity. There is much more disposition to fun and frolic

in blind children than would be supposed, and if

this disposition is unduly repressed, it will find side

vent in mischief, as it does in others.

It is a very common remark, that scholars in

schools for the blind usually manifest more interest

in their studies, and a greater fondness for instruc-

tion, than those in common schools ; and there is

some truth in it, especially if it be applied to those

of tender years. But the difference is not so great

as it is supposed to be by some, and it is not all
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owing to the fact of blindness. The error arises

from considering only those blind who are sent to in-

stitutions and there manifest ability, and comparing

them with ordinary children. The true test would

be to take a hundred blind children and a hun-

dred seeing children, and compare them from birth

to youth. Such comparison would show that there

is a larger proportion of the blind who from bodily

weakness or disease are unable to attend school,

than of the seeing. Among those who enter the

institutions for the blind, there are many who mani-

fest great inclination or capacity for study, and these

are usually taken as the standard; but there are

others who manifest neither, and they should not

be left out of the account.

Again, schools for the blind are compared with

the average of common schools for the seeing, and

the children are found to be more fond of study;

whereas the comparison should be made only with

the very best common schools. In schools for the

blind, generally, the classification is better than in

ordinary schools; and the classes are smaller. But

the chief advantage is, that the instruction is oral,

and is presented in the most agreeable form. If blind

children were put into classes of forty or fifty, and

left to get their lessons by themselves, it is not likely

that they would show the same interest in them that

they do now.

Nevertheless, after all allowances are made, it is

still true that, upon the whole, the scholars in schools

for the blind do manifest more fondness for study

and more interest in their lessons than those in ordi-

nary schools, and it is most especially true of chil-
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dren : as they become youths, the difference dimin-

ishes. The common and ready explanation of this

is, that, as lack of vision cuts off many of the

ordinary objects of attention and amusement, it also

increases the disposition for study and for mental

effort generally.

It may be remarked here, that this increase of

mental activity, and of the power of attention,

caused by the exclusion of visible objects, about

the advantages of which so much has been said, is

not always to be set down on the side of profit;

for it may have its disadvantages also, unless the

matter is carefully considered and understood by

teachers and pupils.

The active exercise of all the senses, (the minis-

ters of the perceptive faculties,) during the whole

period of childhood and youth, is essential to vig-

orous maturity of mind. Nature provides for this

in the restless curiosity of the young, and in the

supply of an infinite variety of objects, each endowed

with a great variety of qualities. At every instant,

during every waking hour of childhood and youth,

the nimble senses, especially the eye and the ear, the

nimblest of all, are taking note of external things,

their qualities, their relations, their successions, and

storing them up in the mind as materials for the

future use of the reasoning faculties. Acquaintance

with facts forms the substratum, the basis, upon

which the pyramid of knowledge rests; and the

deeper and the broader this basis is laid, the higher

will the structure rise. The simplest fact may be

useful, for as the smallest pebble in the base of a

pyramid helps to raise and sustain the apex, so may
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the smallest item of knowledge elevate the crowning

reason, and give to it a wider horizon. This pro-

cess of building up is necessary for the elevation

of all common minds, however it may be with

men of genius, who seem to soar upon the wings

of intuition to the topmost height, and to embrace

at a glance the widest view, while others are toiling

up step by step, and slowly gaining a wider hori-

zon. In this aspect, the lack of one of the senses

is a hindrance to mental growth, and, if it were not

in some degree counteracted by increased activity

of the others, would be a much more serious one

than it actually is. Hence those engaged in in-

structing the blind should be careful to cultivate

the activity of the perceptive faculties, by giving

the greatest possible number and variety of objects

for the remaining senses to act upon. In doing

this, however, care must be taken to avoid another

evil, to wit, the precocious development of the re-

flective faculties. This precocity may be either in

time or in order ; that is, the reflective faculties may
be developed at too tender an age, or antecedently

to the development of faculties which should have

preceded in the order of time. A child may be led

to reason and to generalize at a period when he

ought to be exercising his perceptive faculties in

gathering knowledge ; or if this period is passed

in mental inaction, he may be led to reason and

to generalize without having first gathered sufficient

material. He does not place a pyramid upon a broad

base, but rears a column, which is very liable to

topple over. There is a tendency among the blind

to both these errors, and the course of their edu-
3
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cation should be shaped with a view to avoid them.

Careful consideration of blind children who possess

ordinary talents will show that, while they know
fewer facts than seeing children of equal ability,

they are more thoughtful and reflective. Their

peculiarity becomes more apparent if we compare
them with deaf mutes. The comparison will show,

moreover, what may b'e worth the attention of meta-

physicians ; to wit, that through the eye come mostly

the means of knowing, through the ear the means
of thinking. The young deaf mutes see and perceive

the most; the blind discern and think the most.

The first may have more varied perceptions, the

second make their perceptions more the subjects of

reflection. The adult mute may have more knowl-
edge of things, but the adult blind has more knowl-
edge of principles.

The words knowing, thinking, and the like, are to

be taken in their popular meaning, for, of course,

all knowledge of external things, and indeed all

development of the intellectual faculties, must come
through impressions on the senses. It is equally of

course that all impressions upon the organs of sense,

which occasion sensations and perceptions, are the

atoms— the material— out of which thought and
knowledge are composed, and from the aggregate of

which the mental character is formed. Neverthe-
less, after all these allowances are made, it will be
found that the amount and kind of thought and
knowledge, and the quality of mental character, are

greatly modified by the medium through which the

first impressions have been received, and the sensa-

tions awakened.
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This matter may be made clear by another view,

which will, moreover, show at the same time the

immense influence of society in forming individual

character. All persons are incessantly engaged, dur-

ing the period of childhood and youth, in the active

exercise of their perceptive faculties,— looking,

listening, smelling, tasting, feeling,— and thus gath-

ering a store of impressions touching the quali-

ties and relations of things. In this busy employ-

ment, the individuals fly all abroad over the field

of existence, like bees in search of the flowers of

knowledge, without much concert of action, but

each one relying mainly upon his own individual

effort. When, however, the honey of thought is

to be stored, and principles and axioms to be formed,

then the bees come home to society, and then begins

that mutual aid, that interchange of labors, that so-

cial communing, without which all previous labors

are of little worth. The bee's thighs may be laden

with sweets,— the man's brain with impressions,—
but without the hive, and without the community,

neither honey nor knowledge avails much for fu-

ture use.

After all his efforts and his experience, man learns

much more that is really valuable from others than

he can by himself; and if we take into account the

vast treasures left in the common storehouse of

knowledge by preceding generations, the amount

added by each individual sinks into insignificance.

But most especially are the higher and crowning

parts of the intellect brought to perfection by the

action of mind upon mind; and this action is

mainly through the medium of language, spoken or
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written, but in ordinary cases far more by the former

than the latter. " Give me," said a convict who had

long been immured in one of our prisons,— " give

me a live man for one night in my cell, and I will

learn more from him than I can learn from all the

books and papers that I can read in a year." Now
this medium of speech is possessed fully and entirely

by the blind man, while it is possessed but very im-

perfectly by the deaf mute; and no amount of study

and labor can ever overcome the distance between

them. The blind can master fully and entirely the

ordinary language of the society in which they live,

as other children master it, without labor; while the

mutes learn it but partially and imperfectly, even

with ever so much labor. To the blind it becomes

vernacular,— to the mute it ever remains a foreign

idiom, whose niceties he cannot master. Even those

who by rare abilities and by great study come near-

est to it, fail to catch the subtler parts of the sense,

— the aroma, as it were, of language ; as when, for

instance, the point and the wit lie in delicate play

upon words. How much more so must it be with

persons of ordinary talent and ordinary culture

!

As compared, then, with deaf mutes of equal natu-

ral ability, the blind man has a less valuable organ

for perception; his knowledge of sensible things and

qualities gathered from personal observation may
be much smaller, but his means for availing himself

of the knowledge gained by others, and his capacity

for developing his own reasoning powers and his

higher mental faculties, are far greater. Even with

less knowledge, he may have far more understanding.

The history of the mutes and of the blind confirms
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what would seem to be the natural inference from a

priori reasoning. In the annals of the mutes we

find many who distinguished themselves by keenness

of perception, by quickness and brilliancy of imag-

ination, and who even displayed their power in the

concrete, as by excellence in the fine arts; but we
find none who gave proof of great reasoning faculties,

— no philosophers. Among the blind, on the other

hand, we find many who possessed in an eminent de-

gree the reflective faculties, and who were fond and

capable of the widest generalizations and the highest

range of reason,— men of truly philosophic minds.

As compared with seeing persons of equal natural

ability, the blind have still fewer advantages for

perception and observation, and during youth they

will usually be behind in variety and extent of

knowledge; but as the activity of the perceptive

faculties diminishes, and the higher intellectual pow-

ers are developed, the distance between them rapidly

diminishes ; and it often happens that the infirmity of

the blind causes them to cultivate and to exercise

their reflective powers, until they are able to outstrip

their more favored competitors in mental growth.

It must be understood, however, that these remarks

apply to exceptional cases, and that as a general

rule blindness is an indication of lack of ordinary

vital force in the system, and an obstacle to harmo-

nious and full development of mental power.

But it is time to return from these general remarks,

to the immediate subject of the school. The classes

have made satisfactory progress in their various

studies, and several pupils will be discharged at the

end of this term, who are well acquainted with all
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the elementary branches, and have considerable

knowledge and skill in music. The years that they

have passed in mental activity, and the knowledge

they have acquired, cannot fail to be of great advan-

tage to them in after life ; and to lessen the fearful

odds against them in the antagonism and the strife

which unhappily still pervade society,— a strife in

which the weakest goes to the wall. It may not be

easy to see how the acquaintance with this or that

branch of study, or even how a general cultivation

of his intellectual faculties, is going to be of imme-

diate use to a blind youth, or of any direct service

to him in getting his livelihood; nevertheless, it is

certain that with a cultivated mind he is better pre-

pared to play his part in life than with an unculti-

vated one. They are blind indeed who doubt this,

and they would hardly see the blaze of proof which

flashes conviction on other minds as soon as pre-

sented.

The department of instruction has been mainly

under the care of Miss M. C. Paddock, assisted by

Miss Sophia Carter, who have given great satisfac-

tion by their fidelity, zeal, and discretion.

Great attention has been paid, as indeed in all

preceding years, to the study of music, both in the-

ory and practice. Besides excellent instruction given

daily by an accomplished teacher, and the use of

good instruments, the pupils have had the great ad-

vantage of attending concerts and rehearsals in the

city. The whole responsibility for musical instruc-

tion has devolved upon Mr. Anthon Werner, who

has discharged his duties with ability and success.

The results of the systematic attempt, made about
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the same time in different States, to impart mu-

sical instruction to a considerable number of blind

persons, have curiously illustrated, upon a small

scale, the operation of principles which govern more

important matters. When institutions for the blind

were first established, great expectations were enter-

tained, and great hopes were held out, that all who
were capable of becoming organists, tuners of pianos,

or teachers of vocal or instrumental music, would

surely find employment and earn a livelihood. The
public was interested ; and a demand was created,

which soon exceeded the supply. A great number
of blind persons turned their attention to music;

and some who were well qualified, but more who
were not well qualified, presented themselves in the

market. Concerts and lessons by the blind were the

order of the day. The market was overstocked, and

for the most part with inferior goods ; consequently

the demand fell,— blind musicians and music were

soon at a discount,— and much disappointment, and

some suffering, followed. Such was the state of the

matter during the years immediately succeeding the

establishment of institutions for the blind in the

principal States. These things, however, regulate

themselves. A few years ago, say from five to ten,

there was a general feeling of disappointment; in-

stitutions for the blind had not done what was

promised ; a great many blind persons had attempted

to get a livelihood by music, but the majority had

failed to do so. It was not considered how suddenly

they had been brought forward, and how very in-

ferior was the article they offered in the market.

But another change has taken place, or is going
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on. Many of those who without natural ability and

without laborious study had taken advantage of the

newly awakened interest of the public, and expected

that people would continue to listen to and pay for

poor music, because made by them, found their mis-

take. They found that the public tired of poor con-

certs, and would not take lessons of incompetent

teachers ; in fine, they found that music could not be

made to pay, except by those really masters of it

;

and they took themselves out of the way. Mean-

time, others of more ability or more industry kept

on resolutely in the study of music, and established

themselves in different places, with the determina-

tion to be content with small beginnings, and to

persevere to the end. The good effects are beginning

to be seen. Several have already gained the con-

fidence of the community, and are beginning to

earn a comfortable livelihood by teaching music,

tuning pianos, or playing the organ in churches.

The result shows, that, though the most sanguine

hopes entertained at the outset have not been real-

ized, yet very much has been accomplished. It is

now established, beyond a doubt, that if blind per-

sons who have a decided taste and talent for music,

and a natural aptness for teaching, will labor perse-

veringly to qualify themselves, they may have reason-

able assurance of success. It is with regard to music

precisely as it is with regard to mattresses, or any

thing else offered in the market by the blind,— at

first the public purchases without much attention

to quality, out of sympathy with the venders ; but

it soon returns to the settled principles of trade, and

refuses poor articles at any price.
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The instruction of the boys in the hours devoted
to manual labor and learning their trades, and in-

deed the general care of them when not in attend-

ance upon classes, have devolved upon Mr. G. T.
Murdock, formerly a pupil, and now an able and
valuable assistant. The like offices for the girls have
been faithfully discharged by Miss M. Neilson.

Both boys and girls spend three hours in the after-

noon in various kinds of simple handicraft work, and
the employment is beneficial to them in many ways.
It furnishes a gentle stimulus to the mental faculties,

while it prevents that morbid activity of brain which
too much study produces in all young persons, and
especially in the young blind. It helps to form
regular habits of industry. It trains the body, and
especially the hand, to strength, and to activity and
dexterity of motion. It is thus not only essential to

those who expect to earn their livelihood by work-
ing at a trade, but it is highly useful to all, and
should be viewed with more favor and less dislike
than it usually receives. It is an essential feature
in the division and employment of time, in every
well-regulated institution for the blind.

WORK DEPARTMENT.

The "Work Department has been managed in the
same manner as it was the last year, which has been
found very satisfactory. A contract was made with
Mr. Patten, upon terms, however, a little more favor-

able to the Institution than the former one. The
settlement on the 31st of December, 1851, showed
that Mr. Patten had made a net profit of $ 772.33

;
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the Institution having given him the advantage

of the use of horse and wagon. This year the

contract was renewed on the following terms. Mr.

Patten as agent was to take all the stock and man-

ufactured articles on hand, at the prices named in

the account of stock; also to take all the debts

as so much cash. He was to make all new pur-

chases of stock, to pay the rent of the store, the

wages of his assistants and of the blind workmen,

to do his own carting, find his own fuel, pay the

insurance, — in a word, to be at the whole expense

of carrying on the Work Department. The In-

stitution engaged only to pay the expense of keeping

the books by some person, who was to be responsi-

ble to it, and not to the agent. In return, the agent

is to have all he can make over and above the actual

expenses. He is not deterred by the small amount

of profits for the past year, but hopes to increase

them during the current one.

This arrangement has many advantages. It sim-

plifies the matter very much. It frees the Institu-

tion from pecuniary responsibility. It insures econ-

omy in the use of stock, and caution against loss

through bad debts, by making it for the pecuniary

advantage of the agent to save as much and lose

as little as possible. The blind persons employed

do not board in the house, nor depend upon the In-

stitution for any thing but a supply of work. They

are masters of their own time and actions, the same

as other workmen are.

The results of the last year's operations may be

briefly stated thus.

The assets rendered by the agent in the settle-
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ment of the account of 1851, and received by him
as so much cash, on renewal of the contract for 1852,

were as follows :
—

Stock on hand and manufactured articles, . $7,545.46
Debts due from individuals, .... 3,453.26

Cash, 546.55

$11,545.27

Balance of indebtedness, 885.88

$12,431.15

The liabilities assumed by him were as follows :
—

Amount due to the Institution for capital originally

invested, $6,256.96
" of debts to individuals, . . . 6,174.19

$ 12,431.15

The settlement, December 31, 1852, exhibited the

following results :
—

Assets.

Stock on hand and manufactured articles, . $9,442.18
Debts due from individuals, .... 4,918.23

Cash, 285.60

$14,646.01

Balance of indebtedness, .... 1,595.88

$16,241.89

Liabilities.

Amount due to the Institution for capital originally

invested, $6,256.96
" of loan for increase of capital, . . 2,000.00

" of debts to individuals, . . . 7,984.93

$16,241.89

This shows that the profits of the agent, which
amounted in 1851 to $ 772.33, amounted in 1852
to only $ 62.33. This sum is of course taken by
Mr. Patten, and charged to the establishment, and

makes the balance of indebtedness the same as it was
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when he first assumed the responsibility ; that is,

$885.88 + his profits $772.33 = $1,658.21.

This matter may perhaps be made clearer by being

stated in another form. When the agent took the

shop, it owed to the Institution and to individuals

more than it had stock and good debts to show for

;

that is, its liabilities exceeded its assets by $ 1,658.21,

which was the balance of indebtedness against it.

The agent was to have all he could make. At the

end of the year the accounts showed that the liabil-

ities of the shop exceeded the assets by only $ 885.88,

— instead of $ 1,658.21 as at the beginning, so that

the balance of indebtedness against the shop was re-

duced by $ 772.33. This sum the agent took as

his profits ; it was charged as so much cash paid, and

of course brought up the balance of indebtedness

to the original sum, $ 1,658.21. At the end of

1852, he had reduced the balance of indebtedness to

$1,595.88; which was only $62.33. This is all

his profit for the year • he takes it, it is charged to

the shop, and the balance of indebtedness, January 1,

1853, stands as in former years, $ 1,658.21.

The amount paid to blind persons employed dur-

ing the year, in cash, for their wages, is $ 3,993.33,

being $ 305.44 more than was paid the last year.

The amount of sales in 1851 was $18,370.14;

in 1852, it was $ 19,289.74, being an increase of

$919.60.

The various parts of the Institution have thus

been noticed in detail. For the harmonious work-

ing of the whole, and for the general good results,

great credit is due to the zeal and fidelity of the
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teachers and the general good conduct of the blind.

The Institution has now been more than twenty

years in operation; it has gone on steadily in its

course, and it is a cause of gratulation that that

course has not been interrupted by a single obstacle

or untoward event of any considerable magnitude or

importance.

For the opportunity of aiding in this work of

beneficence, and for the great confidence and trust

always reposed in him, the Trustees have the thanks

of the undersigned.

S. G. HOWE.



APPENDIX B.

While the foregoing sheets were passing through

the press, the volume containing the full report of

the Juries at the Great Exhibition of the Industry

of all Nations, in London, was received.

The Report of the Jury upon the Books for the

Blind contains much that will be interesting to the

blind, and to persons whom this Report will be

likely to reach ; and therefore the following extracts

from it are made.

" While the puzzling question of an alphabet best

adapted both to the fingers of the blind and the eyes of

their friends, was under warm discussion on this side the

Atlantic, Dr. Howe was developing his system at Boston,

in the United States, and soon made those improvements

and modifications which have rendered the Boston press

so famous. He adopted the common Roman letter of

the lower case. His first aim was to compress the letter

into a comparatively compact and cheap form.

" This he accomplished by cutting off all the flourishes

and points about the letters, and reducing them to the

minimum size and elevation which could be distinguished

by the generality of the blind.

" He so managed the letters, that they occupied but a

little more than one space and a half, instead of three.

A few of the circular letters were modified into angular
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shapes, yet preserving the original forms sufficiently to

be easily read by all. So great was this reduction, that

the entire New Testament, which according to Haiiy's

type would have filled nine volumes, and cost £ 20 ster-

ling, could be printed in two volumes for 16 shillings.

Early in the summer of 1834 he published the Acts of the

Apostles. Indeed, such rapid progress did he make in his

enterprise, that by the end of 1835 he printed in relief the

whole of the New Testament for the first time in any
language, in four handsome small-quarto volumes, com-
prising 624 pages, for four dollars. These were published

altogether in 1836.

" The alphabet thus contrived by Dr. Howe in 1833, it

appears, has never since been changed. It was imme-
diately adopted, and subsequently became extensively and
almost exclusively used by the several principal public in-

stitutions throughout the country It deserves only

to be better known in Great Britain and elsewhere, to be

appreciated. In America, seventeen of the States have

made provision for the education of their blind, and as

universal education is the policy of the country as well as

its proudest boast, these books for the blind soon became
in great demand. Dr. Howe some time since proposed

a library for the blind, and, with a view of increasing the

number of books as rapidly as possible, arrangements

have been made between the several institutions and
presses to exchange books with each other, and not to

print any work already belonging to the library of the

blind. This harmony of action, together with the uni-

formity of the typography, presents so many obvious ad-

vantages, that the Jury cannot but wish a similar system
were pursued by the Institutions of Great Britain and
the Continent of Europe. We subjoin a list of the books
printed at the press of the Perkins Institution, in Boston.

" From this list it appears that, exclusive of the three

volumes not fully described, 7,903 pages, containing on an
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average 77 square inches, have been printed at this press,

or more than twelve times the quantity of matter contained

in the New Testament. Almost all the books are stereo-

typed, and small editions are struck off as they are re-

quired. They are sold at the actual cost, the cost of the

larger works being averaged on an edition of 250 copies.

The above prices include the binding; fifty per cent, dis-

count is made for books sold in sheets. The books are

embossed in the Institution under the superintendence of

Dr. Howe himself, by means of a powerful press, built

for the purpose. The sale of books in 1851 amounted to

$ 427. This, however, is exclusive of the Scriptures.

The American Bible Society, which now uses the stereo-

type plates of the Bible described above, distributed last

year 149 volumes of the Bible. In short, the Boston

books possess a neatness, clearness, sharpness, and dura-

bility of impression peculiar to themselves. The seventh

volume of the Cyclopaedia is already printed, and the Jury

learn with pleasure that the printing of the remaining

volumes will be resumed, and probably be finished in

twenty volumes, very soon. Want of funds is the tempo-

rary and only obstacle.

" Early in 1833, Jacob Snider, a young gentleman, native

of Philadelphia, applied his mind to the contrivance of a

method of printing in relief.

" The alphabet at first adopted was a mixture of the

upper and lower case italics, and the relief was produced

by heavy pressure on thick paper between two sheets of

copper having the letters deeply cut. The embossing was

thus on both sides.

" His first attempt, after printing a few elementary

sheets, was on the Gospel of St. Mark, which he com-

pleted by the end of 1833, in a large quarto volume, and

published early in January, 1834. An account of his first

American book for the blind may be found in Poulson's
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American Daily Advertiser, of the 16th of January, 1834.

The Four Gospels were soon after printed in Roman
capitals; but being found too bulky and otherwise ob-

jectionable, they were abandoned, and a smaller, more

compact, and sharper type, in the Roman capitals, was
adopted.

" For the list of books printed at the Philadelphia press,

see Table.

" It appears that the Boston and Philadelphia institu-

tions were founded almost simultaneously, and that their

presses and system of typography were established with-

out being apprised of the efforts of each other. Time,

however, has at length remedied this diversity. The ty-

pography of the Philadelphia books is exceedingly well ex-

ecuted, and compares most favorably with the best of the

Glasgow books, but the press has ceased to work, and

printing in capital letters will not probably be resumed.

" From the preference which the present distinguished

and intelligent Director of the Philadelphia institution,

Mr. William Chapin, late Superintendent of the Ohio

institution, is known to entertain for the Boston system

of typography we may reasonably hope that, when print-

ing shall be resumed there, it will be with Howe's alpha-

bet. It is the opinion, however, of Mr. Chapin, that all the

American institutions should unite, not only in the use of

the same alphabet, but that they should all contribute to

support one press.

" It may be remarked here, that the pupils in all the

American institutions read fluently in both the upper and

lower case letters; but it is presumed that Philadelphia

and Glasgow books will soon be entirely abandoned there
;

and as the Boston books can now be obtained in London
at a price cheaper than any of the five different systems of

books printed in Great Britain, it is to be hoped that they

will come into general use here. If it be thought that the

letters are too small for adults to read with ease, books
5
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may be printed with larger types, and even then be less

bulky and expensive than any of the systems in arbitrary

characters now in use.

" In the year 1848 or 1849 the Virginia institution set up

a press, and has printed several elementary and school

books. The Boston type is adopted, with the exception

that capitals are used at the beginning of sentences and

proper names. This alteration, in the opinion of the Jury,

is not an improvement, as the blind are thus compelled

to learn two alphabets instead of one. The Virginia books

are well embossed, and it is hoped that in future books

capitals will be omitted.

" To the American Bible Society at New York much
praise is due for their commendable efforts in the circula-

tion of the Scriptures among the blind. The stereotype

plates of the Bible in six volumes, executed at the Boston

press, under the superintendence of Dr. Howe, now belong

to this Society. They have printed a second edition from

the same plates, and annually distribute gratuitously from

100 to 300 volumes.

" It had ceased to be a matter of surprise in the United

States that the blind could read, before the public atten-

tion was loudly called to the subject in Great Britain; for

we see that in 1836 there were two active printing estab-

lishments for the blind in the United States; by one, the

whole of the New Testament had been published in a cheap

form, in the common lower-case letters, and by the other the

Four Gospels in Roman capitals. Let us now return to

the Society of Arts of Edinburgh, and their prize medal,

to which we have already referred. It was not until the

31st of May, 1837, that the Society's medal was awarded.

In 1836, when the nineteen different alphabets were before

the committee of the Society, circulars were drawn up

and distributed, with specimens of the several alphabets,

to the various institutions for the blind in England and

Scotland, and every means employed to arrive at a cor-
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rect result. The opinions of Mr. Taylor, of York, and
Mr. Alston, of Glasgow, seem to have been those which
the Society chiefly followed. They were in favor of the

common Roman capital letter, merely deprived of the

seruphs, or small strokes at their extremities, and accord-

ingly the prize was awarded to Dr. Fry, of London ; and
on the 31st of May, 1837, a medal was granted to him
for the invention of an alphabet which appears to have
been in use since 1833 in Philadelphia.

" On receiving the Society's circular in 1836, submitting
the forms of all the competing alphabets to him, Mr. Al-

ston was struck with the simplicity of Fry's, and imme-
diately conceived the idea of making such alterations as

he thought necessary, and putting it to the test. The
changes made were simply to reduce the side of the letters

and render the faces thinner. On the 26th of October,

1836, he exhibited his first specimen of printing in relief

in the Roman capital letter, at a public examination of the

blind. It was Fry's alphabet slightly changed to improve
the sharpness of the embossing. He then made a suc-

cessful appeal for a printing fund. After great exertions

and most commendable perseverance he procured a print-

ing-press, with two fonts of type, and the other neces-

sary printing apparatus.

" In January, 1837, he issued a few elementary works.

By March, 1838, he had made such progress that the whole
of the New Testament was printed in four super-royal

quarto volumes. The type is great primer, and there are in

the four volumes 623 leaves of 42 lines to a page. In De-
cember, 1840, Mr. Alston completed the printing of the Old
Testament in fifteen super-royal quarto volumes, in double

pica type. Of nine of the volumes he printed 200, and
of the remaining six, 250 copies. There are in all these

fifteen volumes 2,535 pages, with 37 lines on a page. Mr.

Alston was justly proud of his great work, the entire Bible,

containing the Old and New Testaments, in nineteen vol-
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umes. In his ' Statements of the Education, Employments,

and Internal Arrangements adopted at the Asylum for the

Blind, Glasgow, with a Short Account of its Founder,

&c.,' 10th ed., 1846, 8vo, pp. 80, he says, ' This is the first

Bible ever printed for the blind
'

; but in this he was evi-

dently in error, as we have shown that the greater part of

it had long before been printed in Boston. We allude to

these facts merely because it seems a matter of much re-

gret that Mr. Alston should have devoted so much enter-

prise and money in producing the Scriptures, when he

might have ascertained that they had already been printed,

and could have been bought at less money than it would

cost him to print them. The main difference between the

Glasgow and the Boston alphabets is, that one is in the

upper and the other is in the lower case, which difference

is certainly not of sufficient consequence to demand two

editions. Had he expended the same energy and money

in producing other valuable books, and exchanged them

with the Boston and Philadelphia institutions, as he was

urged to do, the three institutions would have been greatly

benefited by the large outlay, and the blind of both coun-

tries would have had a great increase to their library. On
the 18th of January, 1838, the officers of the Philadelphia

institution wrote to Mr. Alston, informing him that they

possessed a printing-press, and, ' understanding that you

adopt the same, character, it appears to our Board of Man-

agement that both institutions would gain by an inter-

change of volumes.' Mr. Alston at once acceded to this

proposition, and immediately shipped 150 volumes, being

ten full sets of the New Testament, and fifty single copies

of the Gospels, besides multiplication-tables and other

works. We subjoin a complete list of the books issued

from the Glasgow press since its first establishment.

" Since the death of Mr. Alston, on the 26th of August,

1846, the Glasgow press has almost ceased to work.

« A few of the volumes have been reprinted. It is at
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present engaged in reprinting the Gospel of St. John and

the Acts of the Apostles. Since 1837 it has been almost

the only press that has supplied England, Ireland, and

Scotland with embossed books in Roman type. These

books are typographically well executed, and the Jury

think that Mr. Alston and the Glasgow press are deserv-

ing of great praise.

" The objections, however, to the small Roman capitals,

in which most of the books are printed, are such, that

it is to be hoped that ere long this press will follow the

example of that at Philadelphia, and adopt Howe's ty-

pography.

" In France, Belgium, Prussia, Austria, Switzerland,

and the United States, the Roman lower-case alphabet

is used. In most, if not all, of these countries, the insti-

tutions for the blind are supported and partially controlled

by government, and perhaps this is the reason why, in all

of them, nearly the same system of typography prevails.

" In Great Britain, however, the case is different. There

are now five entirely different systems of typography in

use here, and vigorously pressed upon the benevolent

public.

" The unfortunate blind are thus deprived of the advan-

tages they might have if harmony of action and uniform-

ity of typography were adopted. This diversity of opinion

is causing great injustice to them, and the Jury cannot

but urge upon the parties concerned the speedy adoption

of some one system throughout the country. Our opinion

is decidedly in favor of Howe's American typography.

Perfection is not claimed for this system, but it seems to

us that there are fewer objections to it than to any of the

others, and it may be the more easily improved ; but any

one of the five principal systems now used in England is

far better than so many. The present state of printing

in the Roman character in Great Britain is, as we have

seen already, that every press has been stopped, while the
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books in arbitrary characters seem to be increasing and

gaining public favor. The principal of these is one known

as Lucas's. It was devised by T. M. Lucas, of Bristol,

about the year 1S35. It consists of arbitrary characters,

and is said to be founded on Byron's system of stenog-

raphy. It is simple, speedily learned, and easily read by

the touch, and is generally acknowledged to be of all the

arbitrary systems the best.

" If now the New Testament, printed in all the six sys-

tems used in the English language, be taken as a stand-

ard of comparison, the following table will show the re-

sults :—
Number Number Number Number of

Systems. of Size. of of Lines in Square Inches Price.

Vols Pages a Page. in a Page.

£ s. d.

Howe's . 2 4to 430 — 117 16

Alston's . 4 ic 623 42 90 2

Gall's . . 8 a — 28 70 2

Lucas's . 9 u 841 27 70 2

Frere's . 8 obl. 4to 723 — 110 2 10

Moon's . 9 tt — 25 110 4 10

" By a comparison of all these lists, it will be found that

Howe's books are not only much less in bulk than any of

the others, but are also much cheaper

" The Jury beg to suggest, that a uniform system should

be adopted, and that, in future, all books printed for the

blind should be printed in the same character

" Dr. Howe's plan appears simple, easy, and fit for gen-

eral adoption

" His system has been fully described, and to it the Jury

give the preference above all others."



LIST OF BOOKS

PRINTED AT THE

PERKINS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHUSETTS
ASYLUM FOR THE BLIND.

WITH PRICES OF SUCH AS ARE FOR SALE.

Nn. of
Volumes.

Lardner's Universal History,

Howe's Geography,
" Atlas of the Islands,

English Reader, First Part,
" " Second Partj

The Harvey Boys,

The Pilgrim's Progress,

Baxter's Call,

English Grammar,
Life of Melancthon,

Constitution of the United States,

Book of Diagrams,

Viri Romee, .

Peirce's Geometry, with Diagrams
Political Class-Book, .

First Table of Logarithms,

Second " "

Principles of Arithmetic,

Astronomical Dictionary,

Philosophy of Natural History,

Rudiments of Natural Philosophy

Cyclopaedia, ....
The Book of Common Prayer,

Guide to Devotion,

New Testament (Small),

New " (Large),

Old
Book of Psalms,

" Proverbs,

Psalms in Verse,

Psalms and Hymns,
The Dairyman's Daughter,
" Spelling-Book,
" Sixpenny Glass of Wine,
Howe's Blind Child's Manual,

" " " First Book,
" " " Second Book,

Total number,

Price per

Volume.

$3.00
3.00

2.50

3.00

3.00

1.00

2.50

1.50

1.00

1.50

1.50

1.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

2.00

1.00

1.50

3.00

3.00

3.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

51
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APPENDIX.
GENERAL ABSTRACT OF THE

Dr. Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the

For amount paid on orders of Auditors of Accounts, for

various disbursements, as per accounts rendered, . $20,104.67
Cash for 10 Shares of Boston and Providence Railroad, . 900.00

Balance on hand to new account, .... 1,030.73

$22,035.40

Boston, January 1th, 1853.

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the accounts of the
Treasurer of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the
Blind, for the year 1852, have attended to that duty, and hereby certify

that they find the accounts to be correctly cast, and properly vouched,
and the balance in favor of the Institution to be one thousand and thirty

dollars 5™, say $1,030.73.

The Treasurer also exhibited to us evidence of the following property
belonging to the Institution :

—
9 Shares in New England Bank, . . $900.00

83 State Bank, B 4,980.00
20 " Tremont Bank, . 1,975.00
16 Columbian Bank, , 1,600.00
35 Atlas Bank, . 3,368.75
25 Concord Railroad, . 1,250.00
10 " Boston and Providence Railroad, 900.00
2 Certificates City of Boston Water Scrip, . 2,000.00

$16,973.75
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c.

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1852.

Blind, in Account with T. B. Wales, Jr., Treasurer. Cr.

By Balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1852, . . . $1,560.09
" Amount received from State of Massachusetts, $9,000.00

" N. Hampshire, 550.00
" Connecticut, 785.23
" Vermont, 897.88
" Rhode Island, 250.00
" Maine, 1,000.00

Paying Pupils, . . 536.50

Legacy of J. Ingersoll,
" of Miss Tufts,

Donations,

" " " Dividends on Stocks,
" Sale of 30 Shares Columbian Bank,
" " " 4 " Boston and Maine Railroad,

Less Brokerage,

2,000.00
100.00

58.50

3,090.00
418.00

3^508700

8.50

13,019.61

2,158.50

1,118.70

" Sale of Books and Apparatus to other Institutions,
" Balance of Idiot Account,

- 3,499.50

300.45

378.55

$ 22,035.40
Errors excepted.

(Signed,) T. B. Wales, Jr., Treasurer.

Boston, Dec. 31, 1852.

Amount brought up, ... $ 16,973.75
Deed of Land in S. Boston, purchased June, 1844, $765.64

1847, 5,000.00
" 1848, 5,500.00
Jan. 1850, 1,762.50
July, 1850, 1,020.25

$14,048.39

$31,022.14

(Signed,) Joseph N. Howe,
James Hodge.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION

Young blind persons, of good moral character, can be admitted

to the School by paying $> 160 per annum. This sum covers all

expenses, except for clothing ; namely, board, washing, medicines,

the use of books, musical instruments, &c. The pupils must fur-

nish their own clothing, and pay their own fares to and from the

Institution.

There is a vacation in the Spring, and another in the Autumn.

The friends of the pupils can visit them whenever they choose.

Indigent blind persons, of suitable age and character, belonging

to Massachusetts, can be admitted gratuitously, by application to

the Governor for a warrant.

The following is a good form, though any other will do :
—

" To his Excellency the Governor :
—

"Sir, — My son, (or daughter, or nephew, or niece, as the

case may be,) named A. B., and aged , cannot be instructed

in the common schools for want of sight. I am unable to pay for

the tuition at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for

the Blind, and I request that your Excellency will grant a warrant

for free admission.

" Very respectfully, ."

The application may be made by any relation or friend, if the

parents are dead or absent.

It should be accompanied by a certificate from one or more

of the Selectmen of the town, or Aldermen of the city, in this

form :
—

" I hereby certify, that, in my opinion, Mr. is not a

wealthy person, and that he cannot afford to pay 8 160 per annum

for his child's instruction.

(Signed,) " ."

There should also be a certificate, signed by some regular

physician, in this form :
—



43

" I certify, that, in my opinion, has not sufficient

vision to be taught in common schools ; and that he is free from

epilepsy, and from any contagious disease.

(Signed,) " ."

These papers should be done up together, and directed to " The
Secretary of State, State-House, Boston, Mass."

An obligation will be required from some responsible person,

that the pupil shall be removed without expense to the Institution,

whenever it may be desirable to discharge him.

The usual period of tuition is from five to seven years.

Indigent blind persons residing in Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-

mont, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and South Carolina, by applying

as above to the " Commissioners for the Blind," care of the Secre-

tary of State in the respective States, can obtain warrants of free

admission.

For further particulars, address Dr. S. G. Howe, Director of

the Institution for the Blind, Boston, Mass.

The relations or friends of the blind who may be sent to the

Institution are requested to furnish information in answer to the

following questions :
—

1. What is the age of the applicant ?

2. Where was he born ?

3. Was he born blind ?

4. If not born blind, at what age did he become so ?

5. What is the supposed cause of the blindness ?

6. Have there been any cases of blindness, or deafness, or in-

sanity, in the family of the applicant, among his brothers and

sisters, parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, or cousins ?

7. Were his parents or grandparents affected with scrofula, in

any form ; with consumption ; humors, such as salt-rheum
;

eruptions of any kind ; or had they any peculiarity of bodily

constitution whatever ?

8. Were the parents or the grandparents of the applicant related

to each other by blood ? If so, in what degree ?
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