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doinmonwealtl) of JMaesacljusttta,

TRUSTEES' REPORT.

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, ?

Boston, SepU 30, 1869. >

To the Corporation.

Gentlemen:—The undersigned, Trustees, respectfully sub-

mit the following statement for the financial year, which closes

this day.

It makes the Thirty-Eighth Annual Report of the Institution.

The last one contained a brief history of the establishment, and

a general outline of its organization and administration ;
this,

therefore, may properly be confined to the history of the past

year.

The number of blind persons connected with the Institution,

Sept. 30th, 1868, was one hundred and sixty-two ; twenty have

been admitted, twenty-seven discharged, and the actual num-

ber is one hundred and fifty-five. Of these, twenty-three are in

the adult or work department, and one hundred and thirty-two

in the junior department, or the school proper.

The general health of the inmates has been good. There

have been a few cases of sickness, but none mortal.

The report of the Director will set forth the statistics in

detail.

It was stated in the last report, that the Trustees concluded

not to draw from the State treasury the special appropriation

of 815,000 made by the legislature of 1866-7, upon condi-

tion that $15,000 more should be gathered by subscription.
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The reasons for this were explained in the last report. The
chief one was that the time had come to enlarge the establish-

ment, and reorganize it upon the principles so often and earnestly

urged by the Director, and the appropriation was insufficient

for this purpose.

The Trustees concluded to try the experiment ; to abandon

the congregate system with its living " in commons," its com-

mon dormitories, and other features of monastic life, and to

introduce a system as nearly like that of the ordinary family,

as the necessary regard for economy would warrant.

It is manifest that in the education of a child marked by

any infirmity or abnormality, special measures should be taken

to prevent that peculiarity from affecting unfavorably the har-

monious development of his nature, and the formation of his

character. The infirmity or abnormality, be it blindness, be it

deafness, be it what it may, is not only a bodily lack, but also

a source of evil out of which, if unchecked, there will flow

abnormal and undesirable consequences.

It is useless to question this without questioning also the

wisdom of the Divine hand which fashioned our mortal frame.

It is worse than useless to keep it out of sight while setting

forth, and enlarging upon, the compensation which cultivation

of the remaining senses affords, as is often done by reports of

schools for defectives, as the blind, mutes, and the like. We
must admit, and act upon the latter, but keep the former con-

stantly in mind.

It is equally manifest that the peculiar effects growing out of

any physical defect or abnormality upon the character of an

individual must be intensified by close and long-continued

association with other individuals marked by a like peculiarity;

and the converse is equally true—they are lessened, perhaps

disappear, by close and long-continued association with ordi-

nary persons.

The problem therefore is, in the language of the Director,

how to reap the positive benefits of bringing such persons

together in classes for instruction and training, with the least

disadvantage from their close association. When, therefore, it

seems necessary, for purposes of instruction and training, to

gather a large number of such sufferers from different parts of

the country, their association with each other should be kept at
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its minimum, and their association with ordinary persons car-

ried to its maximum.
He says :

—

" Experience and reflection bring me to the following conclu-

sions :

" First. A blind boy or girl gains in knowledge, in character,

especially in self-reliance, by dwelling in close intimacy with

other blind children and youth during a certain period of time;

but afterwards he gains less than he would by close association

with ordinary persons, and under ordinary social influences.

" Second. The advantages gained after the first year by the

association of many blind persons in one family, are in spite of,

rather than in consequence of such association.

" Third. The manifest advantages which may be gained in

the instruction and education of ordinary children and youth

by associating the sexes, and profiting by their happy influence

upon each other, cannot be had in the case of the blind, with-

out violating the plain principle, that an establishment for

educating the infirm of any class should not furnish greater

facilities and temptations for intermarriage among the members

of that class, than they would have had, if left to grow up in

their respective neighborhoods.

" Fourth. That, upon the whole, it is desirable to have a

stricter separation of sexes in an educational institution for the

blind, than in one for ordinary children and youth ; but that

this cannot be had while they inhabit the same building, with-

out a severity of discipline that defeats its own purpose.

There ought, therefore, to be at least two buildings, entirely

separate from and out of earshot of each other.

" Fifth. That to secure the greatest amount of good with the

least amount of evil, there should be as many separate dwell-

ing-houses as there are tens or dozens of pupils, and that these

should be arranged and conducted like common dwelling-

houses, save that they may be under central supervision, and

supplied from a common commissariat.

" I believe that the same rules should be kept in view in the

education of deaf mutes."

To carry out such a system, new buildings were necessary

;

and the Trustees applied to the legislature for a larger grant.
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The application was referred to the Committee on Public

Charitable Institutions, who reported unanimously in its favor.

Their report abounded in words of wisdom and of humanity
;

some of which we deem it not improper to reproduce here.

" It would be a waste of words to urge the claim which blind

children have for a full share of the means of instruction which

the State accords to all the young. They have even stronger

claims than common children, because they start at a disadvantage

in the race of life ; because they carry a burden in their infirmity;

because they come mostly of poor and humble parents ; and

because, without special instruction and training, they are almost

certain, sooner or later, to become a public charge.

" All children have a right to instruction. The children of the

rich are sure to get it ; and the State is bound, alike by duty and

interest, to see that none lacks the means of obtaining it. Massa-

chusetts has ever acknowledged this claim of children, and en-

forced it by legal enactments. She practically commands that a

school-house shall be built within walking distance of every one

of them, and she is cheerfully obeyed. School-houses are mul-

tiplied throughout the land, and some of them are palatial in their

proportions and perfect in their equipments. None but those

who would cheaply equip a regiment for the war, would cheaply

equip a district school.

"The rich man seeks for his child the best teacher, the best

school-room, the best apparatus of instruction ; and the public is

rapidly coming to the consciousness that the whole Commonwealth
is richer than any individual man, and that the schools for its

children shall be as good as the best.

"But with every generation of children there comes a certain

number for whom these beautiful and commodious school-houses

might as well have been built without a window, and without even

a key-hole, to let in a ray of light—for they are blind.

" They, more than all the others, need instruction. More than all

others they have a claim upon the public for it, because, without

it they are doomed not only to mental as well as bodily darkness,

but to certain dependence. The burden of their support keeps

their family poor, and upon the death of their parents they almost

surely fall upon the public for maintenance. Hence the connection

in all past times, and in all countries, between blindness and beg-

gary. The seat on which sat Blind Bartimeus at Jericho, is

repeated at the gates of every city of the old world.

"But ways and means have been found to instruct the blind.

School-houses can be so constructed and equipped as to be, for



1869.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 28. 7

them, all ablaze with the light of knowledge. The people of

Massachusetts first erected such a school upon this continent. Pri-

vate citizens gathered the funds, purchased and equipped the build-

ing, and carried the experiment to a successful conclusion, asking

the State merely to pay the annual cost of its own indigent pupils.

" Massachusetts adopted the policy of giving special instruction

to the blind, forty years ago, and has, by annual liberal appro-

priations, kept her institution in the front rank of kindred estab-

lishments in Christian nations and states. It is admitted that

these appropriations have been wisely and efficiently expended
for the benefit of the blind, by a board of trustees appointed
partly by an association of citizens, and partly by the governor
and council. Those trustees now ask for a special grant, sufficient

to enable them to provide new, commodious and safe buildings, and
to reorganize the institution upon those principles which reason and
the experience of forty years show to be essential. They ask it

because the present building is entirely inadequate to the wants of
the establishment. The inmates have increased from six—which
was the number when the State aid was first asked—to a hundred
and sixty, most of whom reside within the walls. The edifice,

which was built for a hotel, no longer suffices, either for the numbers,
for the proper grading of the school, or for the proper classifica-

tion of the inmates, and is specially inadequate for safety against

fire, since it has become necessary to occupy the upper stories.

" The trustees propose, as a first step, to build upon their

present premises a sufficient number of separate dwelling-houses,

say eight or ten, to accommodate the present number of pupils,

who shall live as ordinary children live, in separate families. With
these dwelling-houses, the main building, now partially occupied
for dormitories, and very much crowded, will afford quite con-

venient room for the chapel, music hall, practising rooms, recitation

rooms, &c. By this arrangement, a long step will be taken towards
avoiding most of the evils of congregating together a large number
of persons, subjects of a common infirmity, upon the old monastic
or boarding-house system. It can make the nearest approach to

the true family system which is consistent with reasonable economy
in the management of such an establishment.

"The reports of the institution during the last twenty years

have abounded in arguments, showing how desirable such an
arrangement is for the well-being of the blind as a class. They
have set forth, not only the reasons for such change, but pointed

out instances of the good effects following the adoption of the

principle of separation. They have shown the impossibility of

doing full justice to the children of our farmers and mechanics,
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without better means of classification than they now possess.

They have shown that they have been obliged to reject persons

whom they otherwise would have been glad to receive.

" It is estimated that the cost of the new houses will be about

eighty thousand dollars. The Trustees are confident that with

such aid, they can make the institution competent to meet all the

reasonable wants of the blind for many years to come.

" The Trustees ask that the Commonwealth will furnish them the

means of educating her blind children in some slight degree pro-

portionate to the means she has so liberally furnished for educating

her seeing children. They do not ask it as a charity, but they

expect it as a part of the obligation early assumed to educate every

son and daughter of the Commonwealth. For her seeing children

Massachusetts opens primary, grammar and high schools. Every

town is required by law to provide adequate instruction, free, for

all seeing children of suitable age. For these schools the towns

raised by taxation last year, $2,636,774. In addition to this sum,

voluntary contributions were made to the public schools amounting

to $32,790, and there were also raised by taxation, for various

purposes, $88,496, making an aggregate of $2,758,060, raised in

the towns for the public schools. Farther, the State applied to

the same schools $88,988 from the income of the moiety of the

school fund, making a total of $2,847,048.

" There are, throughout the State, various funds for the benefit

of private schools, amounting to $1,165,112, the income being

last year $74,467. The amount paid for tuition in incorporated

academies was $124,276, the amount paid for tuition in private

schools was $410,000, making the aggregate for private schools,

(not including colleges,) $658,734. These two amounts make an

aggregate of $3,505,782, applied to the support of public and

private schools for seeing children last year, not a dollar of which

was of the slightest use to the blind.

" But the Commonwealth has gone farther. She has established

Normal Schools at points convenient of access for all her seeing

children, and for the support of them, as well as for the payment of

the expenses of the board of education, she applies the other

moiety of the income of the school fund, amounting to about

$75,000 annually. Adding this amount to the aggregate before

found; we have $3,580,782 as the grand total of the annual cost of

the education of seeing children, not including amounts paid by

individuals for tuition in the colleges. In addition to all this, the

Commonwealth has made munificent appropriations to the Agri-

cultiu-al and other colleges. To her blind children all these schools

are closed. And yet education is more indispensable to the blind
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than to the seeing. Even in our community there are many seeing

persons without the slightest education in the schools, who are still

useful citizens and successful in the various walks of life. An
uneducated blind person is utterly helpless, and must become

dependent.

" We believe that blind children have the same claims upon the

State for education as seeing children, and that their needs are

greater; that the Commonwealth owes to her blind children the

opportunities for better education than those hitherto enjoyed,

which have been confined almost entirely to merely elementary

studies; that she is abundantly able to furnish them means, and

cannot afford to withhold them; that she has an institution where

these children can be educated more cheaply and more successfully

than in any other institution in the world, and that every consider-

ation of economy and of humanity appeals to the legislature to

place at the disposal of the trustees of this institution, the means of

increasing its usefulness, and of enlarging and perfecting the efforts

which have made the Massachusetts Institution for the Blind an

honor to the Commonwealth, and a blessing to mankind."

The report concluded with the following Resolve, which,

as amended, passed both branches of the legislature unani-

mously, without a word of debate :

—

" Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to the trustees of the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, the

sum of eighty thousand dollars, and the same is hereby appropriated,

for the purpose of erecting suitable buildings for the use of the

institution, the same to be paid from time to time in instalments, as

may be certified to be necessary by the trustees : provided, that no

portion of the said sum shall be paid, until the said trustees shall

have conveyed to the Commonwealth, by a good and sufficient

deed, and free from all incumbrances, the land on which the build-

ings to be erected shall stand, and so much adjacent thereto as the

governor and council shall require ; and until the plans for said

buildings and the estimates therefor shall have been approved by

the governor and council."

It required considerable time to prepare plans for the pro-

posed dwelling-houses.

Further delay was occasioned by the difficulty of purchasing,

at a fair price, a lot of land which jutted into our premises, and

made part of them unavailable. But everything was finally

2
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arranged ; the governor and council approved the plans ; and

the work of building will be commenced immediately.

The sum appropriated by the legislature will barely suffice

to build the boarding-houses. The land upon the north side of

Broadway, opposite the main building, which is comparatively

useless to the Institution, can be sold for enough to pay for the

land nearer at hand which has been purchased ; and also to

remove the stable and the men's workshop to the north side of

Fourth Street ; and to put the whole premises in proper condition.

But in order to carry out the plans adopted for extending

the usefulness of the Institution, and for making the establish-

ment complete, more means will be required. It will be neces-

sary either to build a large central building for music hall,

practising rooms, &c, or to make extensive alterations and

repairs in the present main building. In either case funds will

be wanted.

There is in the State treasury the sum of $15,000, voted by

the legislature of 1867-8, which can be had by raising other

$15,000 by contributions. This much at least ought to be raised

before the end of this year, else it will be forfeited.

When the present plans are carried out, the Institution will

have all the material appliances necessary for carrying on its

beneficent work advantageously.

The moral means must be supplied by those who shall

administer it.

The report of the Treasurer, and the inventories of real and

personal estate, are herewith presented.

All of which is respectfully submitted by

ROBERT E. APTHORP.
THOMAS T. BOUVE.
FRANCIS BROOKS.
SAMUEL ELIOT.

GEORGE S. HALE.
E. R. MUDGE.
AUGUSTUS LOWELL.
EDWARD N. PERKINS.
JOSIAH QU1NCY.
BENJ. S. ROTCH.
JAMES STURGIS.
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The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the accounts of the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, for the year

1868-9, have attended to that duty, and hereby certify that they find the

accounts properly vouched and correctly cast, and that there is a cash balance

in the hands of the Treasurer, of thirteen hundred and forty-six dollars and

thirty-nine cents.

The Treasurer also exhibited to us title deeds to the following property

belonging to the Institution :

—

Deed of land in South Boston, dated April, 1844,

February, 1847,

August, 1848,

January, 1850,

July, 1850, .

April, 1855,

August, 1855,

April, 1855,

Five bonds, ($1,000 each,) of the New York Central Railroad,

valued at 4,700 00

§755 68

5,000 00

5,500 00

1,762 50

1,020 25

3,710 00

450 00

2,811 50

EDWARD AUSTIN,
WM. A. WELLMAN,

A uditing Committee.
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Detailed Statement of Treasurer's Cash Account.

1868-9. Dr.

To balance of cash due October 1, 1868, . . . $926 49

drafts of the Auditor of Accounts, Nos. 255 to 264

inclusive, 47,750 02

cash on hand September 30, 1869, .... 1,346 39

$50,022 90

1868. Cr.

Oct. 12. By cash from State of New Hampshire, . . . $3,674 84

Nov. 4. cash proceeds of coupons N. Y. C. R. R., . . 142 50

10. cash from State of Vermont, 2,700 00

1869.

Jan. 13. By cash from State of Massachusetts, .... 6,250 00

Apr. 2. By amount from Dr. Howe, as per following

:

From Mrs. Spencer, account board and tuition

of son, $10 54

Sarah Radcliffe, account board and

tuition, 100 00

Chas. N. Andrews, account board and

tuition of son, 49 75

Dr. Murray, account board and tuition

of son, 100 00

Rev. T. R. Tane, account board and

tuition of niece, . . . . 40 00

Clement Ryder, account board and

tuition of son, 75 00

Levi Marsh and S. G. Howe, Trustees

of fund for Laura Bridgman, . . 80 00

C. N. Andrews, account board and

tuition of son, 49 75

Mrs. H. Skinner, account board and

tuition of son,

sale of brooms of boys' shop,

sale of broom corn, ....
sale of books in raised print,

School for F. M. Youth, for washing, .

School for F. M. Youth, for clerk hire,

sale of musical instruments to pupils, .

Amount carried forward, . . . .$14,415 46

30 00

266 75

66 49

431 09

203 75

100 00

45 00
1,648 12
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Amount brought forward,

Apr. 2. By cash from State of Massachusetts, .

June 4. proceeds of coupons N. Y. C. R. R

,

July 6. State of Vermont, ....
6. State of Rhode Island, .

6. State of Maine, ....
6. By amount from Dr. Howe, as per following

:

From Mrs. Skinner, account board and tuition

of son, $45 00

Rev. T. R. Tane, account board and

tuition of niece, .... 200 00

Idiot School, for clerk hire 3 months, . 75 00

G. Ryder, account board and tuition of

son, 75 00

Mrs. Spencer, account board and tuition

of son, 125 00

B. F. Frazer, account board and tuition

of son,

contributions per Loring Moody,

contributions ofAlbert G. Brown, Salem,

contributions, anonymous, .

sale of books in raised print,

sale of brooms from boys' shop, .

sale of soap grease, ....
July 8. By cash from State of Massachusetts, .

Aug. 7. By amounts from Dr. Howe, as per following:

From Levi Marsh and S. G. Howe, Trustees

of fund for Laura Bridgman, . . $50 00

Rev. T. R. Tane, on account board and

tuition of niece, . . . • 54 75

sale of brooms from boys' shop, . . 59 86

Mrs. Bridgman, account board of

Laura, 40 00

sale of books in raised print, . . 50 35

R. G. Moorman, for flute purchased for

daughter, 55 00

Sept. 30. By amounts from Dr. Howe, as per following

:

From sale of books in raised print, . . $279 20

sale of broom corn and handles from

boys' shop, 34 29

board of teamster, and use of horse and

wagon at workshop, . . . 650 00

L4,415 46

7,500 00

142 50

2,985 83

2,733 33

4,390 00

300 00

41 51

5 00

10 50

411 52

274 00

19 80

1,582 33

. 7,500 00

309 96

30. By cash from State of Massachusetts,

963 49

7,500 00

$50,022 90
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Analysis of Treasurer's Account.

The Treasurer's Account shows that the total receipts during the

year were, i

Ordinary Receipts.

From State of Massachusetts, $28,750 00

beneficiaries of other States and private pupils, 17,908 79

),022 90

$46,658 79

Extraordinary Receipts.

From coupons New York Central Railroad bonds,

use of horse and wagon, and board of, teamster

of workshop, .....
sale of brooms from boys' shop, .

sale of books in raised print,

sale of soap grease, ....
amount from Idiot School for washing,

amount from Idiot School for clerk hire,

sale of musical instruments to pupils, .

contributions,

$285 00

650 00

701 39

1,172 16

19 80

203 75

175 00

100 00

57 01

3,364 11

),022 90

Several contributions to the Building Fund were received by the Treas-
urer, and will be acknowledged in the Report of the next year, which will

contain a detailed account.

General Analysis of Steward's Account, Oct. 1, 1869.

Liabilities due October 1, 1868,

Ordinary expenses, as per schedule annexed, and
extraordinary expenses, as per schedule of extra

ordinary repairs, &c, .

Total receipts on drafts from treasurer,

Amount due Steward October 1, 1869,

$47,964 54 $47,964 54

Dr.

1

Cr.

$18 06

$47,750 02

214 52

47,946 48
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Account of Stock October 1st, 1869.

Real Estate,* ....
Household Furniture, .

Provisions and Supplies on hand, .

1 Grand Organ,....
3 Cabinet Organs,

27 Pianos,

Other Musical Instruments, .

Library of books on Music, .

Library of ordinary books
}

.

Embossed Books and Stereotype Plates

Printing Office, Presses, Type, &c,

School Furniture and Apparatus,

.

Boys' Shop,

Stable, Horse, Wagon, Furniture, &c,

'$155,000 00

46,570 52

$201,570 52

* Estate on south side of Broadway, with buildings,

on north " "

Upland and Flats on Ninth Street, South Boston,

$125,000 00

25,000 00

5,000 00

$155,000 00
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General Abstract of Accounts of Work Department, October
1, 1869.

Liabilities.

Due Institution for investments at sundry times since

the first date, $19,378 42

Due Institution for interest on the above, . . . 1,162 70

sundry individuals, 714 36

121,255 48

Assets.*

Stock on hand, Oct. 1, 1869, $5,811 37

Cash on hand, Oct. 1, 1869, 161 61

Debts due, 3,220 26

9,193 24

Balance against Work Department, Oct. 1, 1869, . . . $12,062 24
Balance against Work Department, Oct. 1, 1868, . . . 11,789 36

Total cost of carrying on Work Department, .... $272 88

Analysis of Work Department.

Dr. Cr.

Cash on hand, Oct. 1, 1868, $2,069 68

received during the year, 21,681 73

Liabilities, Oct. 1, 1868, $1,822 87

Salaries and wages paid blind persons, $4,143 82

Salaries and wages paid seeing persons, 2,712 53

6,856 35

Sundries for stock, &c, 14,910 58

Cash on hand, Oct. 1, 1869, 161 61

$,751 41 $23,751 41

* To the Assets of the Work Department should be added $5,000, for the Workshop building,

which was paid for out of the above " Investments."
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List of Embossed Boohs, printed at the Perkins Institution and
Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind.

Price per bound
Vol. of those

Volumes. I for sale.

No. of

Lardner's Universal History, .

Howe's Geography,
Howe's Atlas of the Islands, .

English Reader, first part,

English Reader, second part, .

The Harvey Boys, .

The Pilgrim's Progress, .

Baxter's Call,....
English Grammar, .

Life of Melancthon,
Constitution of the United States,

Book of Diagrams,
Viri Romae, ....
Pierce's Geometry, with diagrams,
Political Class-Book,
First Table of Logarithms,
Second Table of Logarithms,

.

Principles of Arithmetic,

Astronomical Dictionary,

Philosophy of Natural History,
Rudiments of Natural Philosophy,
Cyclopaedia, .

Book of Common Prayer
Guide to Devotion,
New Testament, (small,)

New Testament, (large,)

Old Testament,
Book of Psalms,
Book of Proverbs, .

Psalms in Verse, .

Psalms and Hymns,
The Dairyman's Daughter,
The Spelling-Book,

The Sixpenny Glass of Wine,
Howe's Blind Child's Manual,
Howe's Blind Child's First Book,
Howe's Blind Child's Second Book,
Howe's Blind Child's Third Book, .

Howe's Blind Child's Fourth Book,
Collection of Hymns for the Blind,
Milton's Poetical Works,
Diderot's Essay, ....
Combe's Constitution of Man,
Natural Theology, ....
Guyot's Primary Geography, .

Old Curiosity Shop, by Charles Dickens
Writing Cards, ....
Braille's Writing Boards,

Price unbound,
in pasteboard

boxes.

$5 00
4 00
4 00

4 00

5 00
4 00

3 00

4 00

3 00
4 00

3 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00

4 00

4 50
4 00

5 00

50
00
00
00
00

5 00
8 00
8 00
5 00

30

$1 00
50

1 50

1 00
1 00

50

50

2 00
1 00

1 00
50

00
50

00
00
30
25

Maps, globes and other apparatus prepared for institutions at actual cost.

A good mural map of any State can be made in plaster for about ten dol-
lars.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR

TO THE TEUSTEES.

The plan so long entertained for breaking up our large com-
munity into small households, and for placing our pupils in

houses more like those of ordinary families, is likely to be put
into operation very soon. The special grants of the legislature

will suffice for building at least eight dwelling-houses. Those
for the boys have already been begun, and will be finished early
next spring. They are located on the southwest corner of our
premises, on Fourth Street. The contemplated site for the
girls' habitations is in the southeast part, on the corner of H
Street. This, however, would involve the necessity of remov-
ing the main building to the centre of the lot on Broadway, or
of taking it down and rebuilding it there. If this cannot be
done by means within our reach, the houses for girls can be
built upon Broadway.

The most desirable arrangement would be to have a central
building for a musical conservatory, with music hall and prac-
tising rooms

; and two buildings for schools and workshops.
It may be that private benevolence will furnish the means of
obtaining the latter. In the meantime the present main build-
ing must be made to suffice. It certainly will do much better,

when no longer required as a boarding and lodging house.
Even the removal of pupils of one sex will give considerable
relief in this respect.

When all these things shall have been obtained, and put into
good working order, the chief end for which this Institution
was designed will be accomplished. The necessary conve-
niences and appliances will exist, for giving all children of New
England who, by reason of blindness, cannot be taught in
common schools, the opportunity of obtaining instruction by
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means specially adapted to their condition. In regard to com-

mon school instruction, we shall have equalized their condition

with that of ordinary children, so far as can be done by a public

organization. Besides the direct material advantage of this to

the blind as a class, there is a moral advantage of great value.

Blindness and dependence,—a blind man and a beggar,

—

have been so long and so closely associated in the public mind,

that, in the old countries, whenever institutions for the blind

are projected, aid is asked solely in the name of mercy. Even

here, while people consider that instruction in the common

branches of learning must be accorded to ordinary children, as

a matter of justice, the same sort of instruction provided for

blind children is apt to be considered as a matter of charity.

It was so considered at the outset of our enterprise.

The fact of being classed among dependents and considered

as objects of special charity, is a source not only of mortifica-

tion, but of positive disadvantage. It paves the way to the

beggar's post at the roadside. People usually hold themselves

at the price set upon them by others.

Our Institution has endeavored to counteract this disadvan-

tage ; and, so far as instruction is concerned, has placed the

claim of the blind upon the same ground on which that of

other children rests. The readiness with which this claim has

been admitted, and acted upon by legislative bodies, in various

States of the United States, shows how thoroughly democratic

ideas have permeated our people. The idea is that of equal-

izing advantages, and giving to all, as nearly as can be, a fair

start in the race of life.

There are now eighteen well established institutions for the

blind in the United States ; and in the organization of almost

all of them the leading idea is that of equalizing conditions as

far as may be, and of imparting instruction as a matter of duty

rather than of mere mercy. The small voice of justice is be-

ginning to be distinguished in the cry for compassion. The

effect of this is becoming apparent in lifting the blind, as a class,

a little above the low social grade in which they are placed,

even in the most civilized European countries.
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General Results.

These eighteen public institutions for the blind have

about one thousand pupils, boys and girls, who remain

under instruction from five to seven years. They are taught

the common branches of school learning ; a little music

;

and some handicraft. This suffices for the most of them. It

makes them equal, perhaps a little superior to children of their

social position in respect to that kind of knowledge acquired in

schools. It increases their self-respect and self-confidence. It

inspires the wish to keep themselves out of the dependent class,

and it greatly increases their chance of doing so. Most of them
find some household or industrial establishment in which they

can fill a useful place. Their moderate culture fits them for

social companionship, and their little knowledge of music is a

source of enjoyment to themselves and to those about them.

In this way the institutions for the blind are doing a great

work of beneficence, and lightening one of the heaviest burdens

which men are called upon to bear.

Throughout New England and most of the Middle and West-

ern States, any parents who seek instruction for their blind

child can have it ; and, if the special school is not near their

door, the child is taken to it, kept and taught, without their

being put to more cost than are their neighbors, who send their

child to the common school.

Necessity of Means of a Higher Culture.

Among the numerous graduates of our public institutions,

and among blind children who receive elementary education at

home, there are a few who have talents, and who, having tasted

the Pierian Spring, would fain drink deep. They sigh for means
of higher culture than the State institutions afford. They long

to read the classics, and to master the literature of their own
language, in order to gratify their tastes, to lift themselves to

an intellectual level with the best society, and to add to their

means of usefulness in life. History furnishes instances of

blind children born to wealth, or placed in favoring circum-

stances, who have become respectable scholars in various

departments of knowledge.

But we need not go beyond the history of our own institution

for proof of the capacity of the blind to profit by culture. We
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fitted for college two boys quite blind from birth. One entered

Harvard University, the other Dartmouth College. Both held

their own with their class, and graduated in respectable

standing. One became a brilliant musician and a successful

teacher of music, and gave great promise ; but died young.

The other has been for several years Principal of the State

Institution for the Blind in Tennessee, and has managed his

establishment with entire success.

It is for such as these that we need

A National Collegiate Institute for the Blind.

This Institute should be specially adapted to the condition

and wants of persons whose sight is partially and temporarily

impaired by disease, and of those who are permanently blind.

In it the course of study should be the same as in our best

colleges. All instruction should be oral ; and the apparatus

and modes of illustration be addressed to the touch. It should

be supplied with text-books, maps, diagrams, and the like, in

raised characters. It should have large collections of models

of various kinds, such as weights, measures, tools, machinery,

and the like ; mannikins and models showing the anatomy of

animals and plants, as well as their outward form. It should

have collections of shells, crystals, minerals, and the like
;

models and sections showing geological strata
;
philosophical

apparatus adapted to the touch ; in short, everything that can

be represented by tangible forms.

It would amaze those who have not reflected upon it, to know

how much can be done in this way. Saunderson, the blind

professor of mathematics in Cambridge, England, not only

knew ordinary money well, but he was an expert numismatist,

and could detect counterfeits in a collection of antique coins

better than ordinary persons could do by the sight.

Such an institute should have able professors and teachers,

with special aptness for adapting their lessons to the condition

of their scholars. It should furnish special facilities for the

study of languages, ancient and modern ; of mathematics, of

pedagogy, and especially of music.

It should be well provided with everything necessary in a

good conservatory of music ; and have funds for payment of

competent teachers.
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Number of Persons Partially and Temporarily Blind.

A little reflection will show what a large number of persons

there must be to whom such an institute would be a source of

great happiness, and a means of preparation for great useful-

ness. They are mainly of two classes. First, young men or

women retarded, embarrassed, or arrested in the course of their

education by some disorder or weakness of sight, which can only

be cured by months or years of entire rest of the organ. Few
think they can afford this. They are tempted to use their eyes,

more or less. The disease is liable to become chronic ; and the

sight is often weakened for life, if not totally lost. It is hard

to calculate the number of such persons, though it is very easy

to see that it must be large.

Acute diseases of the eye are not uncommon, and chronic

affections abound. In most large cities infirmaries, or wards

of hospitals are devoted to the treatment of persons so affected

;

and many medical men confine their attention to ophthalmic

diseases. The existence of these special means of aid (as in all

similar cases) makes known the existence of an unexpectedly

large class of sufferers. The supply does not, strictly, create

the demand, but it gives knowledge thereof.

Twenty-seven European cities, with an aggregate population

of 3,233,400 inhabitants, maintain 1,635 beds in ophthalmic

hospitals, or one for about every 2,000 inhabitants.

In Boston, the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirm-

ary maintains 39 beds, and the City Hospital 30 beds, for

patients with diseases of the eye, or one bed for about every 3,500

inhabitants. The whole number of ophthalmic patients treated

at the Infirmary in 1869, was 3,328 ; in the City Hospital,

a little less than 2,000. Of course a considerable portion of

these patients come from the surrounding country ; but, on

the other hand, the patients treated in the hospitals are not so

numerous as those treated in practice, or not treated at all.

I infer from these and other data, that there is a constant

number of at least three thousand persons in this State who suf-

fer under acute or chronic affections of the eye, which unfit

them during an uncertain period of time for close application

to any study or work. The calculation is indeed a rough one

;

but the number is at least approximative, and is more likely to

be less than to be greater than the real one. The majority are
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of course either too old or too young for school or college, but

many are not; and if the common course of instruction is

barred to them, a special one should be provided. If the book

of knowledge is closed to the sight, it ought to be opened to the

touch.

But however small this class, and however few of its members

should seek to profit by a collegiate institute, in which all in-

struction would be oral and all demonstrations tangible, there

is a large and persistent class of really blind persons which

would surely supply students enough to fill it.

There are sufficient data to warrant the conclusion that in a

population of forty millions in the temperate zone, there are

twenty thousand blind persons of all ages. So many doubtless

do exist in the United States.

About one thousand are under instruction, and there will

soon be many more.

From among the graduates of these primary institutions are

many who desire higher culture, who can profit by it, and who

ought to have it.

The different State legislatures would doubtless pay the cost

of educating a select number in the National Institute.

A little reflection will show what a great advantage generous

culture would be to a blind man, even if he were to be only a

musician. Let him be ever so accomplished in his immediate

art, he is under great disadvantages as compared with his

competitors who can see. But if, besides being a musician,

he knows the Latin, Italian, and German languages, and has

generous culture in other branches of knowledge, he will have

advantages which few of them possess, and of course he will

be more nearly on a level with them, and more capable of

earning a living and enjoying it.

Human effort will in such a case be successful in counteract-

ing the principal evil which flows from the infirmity of blindness.

It is, in part, with a view to founding and endowing such a

national Collegiate Institute and Musical Conservatory for the

Blind, that more funds are needed.

If we should succeed in raising $100,000 for this purpose,

I trust that we shall avoid the common error of investing too

large a proportion of it in brick and mortar. It will be wise

to dispense with any buildings for boarding and lodging the
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scholars, and to hire their board in neighboring families
;

because all the disadvantages of the method adopted in most

of our colleges, (which is a cross between convent and bar-

racks,) are intensified in case of the blind. No external influ-

ences should favor the tendency which a common infirmity

readily engenders, to social segregation of the sufferers, and

to a spirit of caste among themselves.

All that will be absolutely necessary in the way of special

buildings will be two structures : one with rooms for lectures

and recitations, and for collections of models ; another building

for music hall, instruction rooms, practising rooms, etc. The
buildings could be erected in wood for 120,000 each, above the

cost of land. The first could be provided with a nucleus of col-

lections of models, and of a museum of natural history, for about

$5,000 ; and with printing press and the means of embossing,

for 15,000 more. The collections would almost certainly be in-

creased by donations. The music hall could be provided with

an organ, ten pianofortes, and a collection of musical instru-

ments, for about $15,000. Everything, however, will have to

be done in the plainest and most economical manner.

The balance could be funded, and the income devoted to

paying the salaries of professors. It is reasonable to expect

that a small moderate yearly allowance would be made by the

legislature of our State ; and that other States would send a

number of select pupils from their several institutions, and pay

a suitable price for their education. If there were a fund large

enough to pay by its interest the salaries of professors, the other

current expenses would be small.

Location.

The question of location of such an establishment should be

settled mainly in view to two things : first, easy access to the

musical centre of a large city, so that students could- constantly

hear the best performers and associate with artists ; second,

to facilities for attending ordinary lectures upon such branches

of science and learning as they would hear with advantage.

Cambridge, perhaps, would be the most suitable place in the

United States.

There are certain strong considerations in favor of having

the college entirely separated from an ordinary Institution for

4
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the Blind ; considerations which intelligent blind persons will

fully appreciate. Moreover it may be better, on some accounts,

that the collegiate institute should be entirely independent

of the other establishment, and be under a distinct board of

trustees.

I earnestly commend this matter to your immediate and close

attention, and to the favor of benevolent individuals, as the

next step to be taken for the elevation and the happiness of a

class who have been in all ages, and to a considerable extent

still are, classed among paupers and treated as dependents.

The offer of an opportunity to the most gifted among them for

broad and generous culture, would be only the logical result of

the successful effort to give to all of them the opportunity of

elementary instruction. Shall we not follow in the way which

duty commends to our conscience, and charity to our heart ?

The seminary should of course be open to the blind of both

sexes. Will not our women, who so earnestly crusade against

the shadowy disabilities of their sex, lend a hand to lessen the

consequences of an infirmity which constitutes positive disabil-

ity to industry and usefulness ?

The Printing Office.

* * * * During the year that charming and humanizing

work of fancy, the Old Curiosity Shop, has been printed at

our press at the expense of the author. It was a beautiful gift.

It gave great pleasure and enjoyment to our large household of

blind persons. The pupils read it with eager delight, and, I

believe, with profit also to themselves. Copies were sent to

the other State institutions and to the homes of blind persons

all over the country. It was everywhere received with joy and

thankfulness. In the schools the pupils contended for the first

reading. In many low houses, scattered over the country, a

blind man or woman, who had read and re-read a score of times

all the embossed books in use, stretched out their hands with

joy to receive this new gift, which for awhile turned their

darkness into light, and their solitude into society.

I have received many letters from blind persons which express

their gratitude for the gift. One of them, after expressing his

gratitude, says thoughtfully : " The Old Curiosity Shop will
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show to blind children an example of patience and fortitude

which they cannot easily forget. Many of them will have,

through life, ample opportunity for the exercise of Little Nell's

virtues."

I earnestly hope that Mr. Dickens' example may be followed

by other writers, who have the means. An edition of any good

book, printed in raised letters, will carry comfort and joy to

many who sit in darkness. It must, however, be given, for the

cost is very high, and were it not, very few blind persons could

buy. But why should not elementary books at least be given

to them ? Our laws provide that school books may be furnished

without cost to those too poor to buy them. And who are so

poor as the blind ? Most of them are born poor. Indeed,

blindness is sometimes begotten of poverty, and is almost sure to

beget it in turn. If the books cannot be given by law, let them

be given by love. Our literary table groans under a load ; and

it would be well if a few crumbs should fall within the reach

of the blind.

Tares among the Wheat.

There are, indeed, some tares in the harvest. A few gradu-

ates of the institutions, overrating their own ability and acquire-

ments, underrating their disadvantages and difficulties, and

counting too much upon the general disposition to encourage

the blind, undertake tasks altogether beyond their strength.

Catching from seeing people the pestilent notion that manual

labor is not respectable, they shun work at trades, and try

something more genteel. Without natural abilities and apt-

ness for teaching, and without the necessary culture, they

attempt to give lectures, or exhibitions, or concerts ; or to teach

music ; and far the most part make sad failures. Their failure

brings despair to them, and discredit to the blind as a class.

Still greater discredit and harm is done by a few, the most

unfortunate of all, who profiting by the ready sympathy which

their infirmity excites, impose upon the public and obtain money
under false pretences of various kinds. But abuses will follow

among the blessings conferred upon any class by the first efforts

at their elevation and improvement. No unusual proportion

of abuses has arisen among the blind.

3|f 3jt '1* 7N ^ TP"
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Beggars, Swindlers, &c.

In consequence of the impositions practised upon the public,

and the harm done to our cause by unworthy graduates of our

own, and of other State institutions, I have felt constrained to

insert a caution in our public papers, in the following terms :

—

* * * * The cause of the education of the blind suffers, and
worthy blind persons are mortified, by a few of their number per-

verting the instruction and advantage they have received, for the

purpose of imposing upon the public, and leading idle lives. Some
of them who have been taught to work, and who can have work,

prefer to go about the country, giving bad music and poor recita-

tions, which people are importuned to attend and to pay for, not

because of any intrinsic merit, but merely because the performers

are blind.

Some of them put up at expensive hotels, and live luxuriously by
sponging the landlords. Taking advantage of the ready sympathy

which blindness excites, they get free passage on railroads and

steamboats, and even upon ocean steamers, and importune the

benevolent in various ways. One pretending to be a clergyman,

gets into pulpits, and takes up contributions, nominally to promote

the education of the blind, but never gives a cent for the purpose.

Another has been going about the country, principally the Western
and Southwestern States, several years, and is known to have col-

lected several thoitsand dollars, for an imaginary "Printing House''''

for the blind, which has never yet printed a sheet. There is some-

thing about the proceedings of one of the agents of this enterprise,

which smacks not only of humbug, but of a cruel swindle.

Another, after years spent in travelling up and down the country,

living and dressing luxuriously, calls for an annuity for the decline

of life, &c. They are so importunate, they have so much effront-

ery, they gather so much money, that when really deserving per-

sons apply for aid it is hard to be obtained.

Dreadful is the calamity of blindness ; and some sufferers, in

spite of all their efforts at self-support, must be aided. For their

sakes, and for the best interests of the blind generally, all persons

are requested to investigate each case carefully before giving money
or promises.

State institutions, and organized societies for the aid of the blind,

exist in all parts of the United States. Application to them will

reveal the character of most of those who solicit subscriptions. It

may prevent the bold and undeserving from getting what should

be given to modest and worthy sufferers.
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ACTS AND RESOLVES RELATING TO THE INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND.

1838.

Acts, chap. 113. Incorporation, March 2. (Abstract thereof.)

Sect. 1. Incorporating Jonathan Phillips, William Prescott, and others, as

the New England Asylum for the Blind.

Sect. 2. Authorizing them to hold property for the maintenance of the

Asylum, the income thereof not to exceed f30,000.

Sect. 3. Providing for the admission of State beneficiaries, not to exceed

thirty, the same to be selected by the legislature, or some officer thereto

appointed.

Sect. 4. Twelve trustees to have charge of the Asylum ; eight of them to

be chosen by the Corporation, and four by the Board of Visitors.

Sect. 5. The Corporation to appoint officers, and make regulations for the

management of the Asylum.

Sect. 6. The Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, President of the Senate,

and Speaker of the House, with the Chaplains of the Legislature, to consti-

tute a Board of Visitors.

Sect. 7. The State to pay for its beneficiaries at the rate fixed by the

Corporation for other inmates.

Sect. 8. Authorizing change of name, when deemed expedient.

Sect. 9. Provision for calling first meeting.

183©.

Resolves, chap. 81. Allowing the unexpended balance of the appro-

priation for the deaf and dumb to be paid to the New England Asylum for

the Blind the current year, and from time to time thereafter, upon the Gov-

ernor's warrant, unless other disposition thereof be made by the General

Court.

1831.

Institution organized under direction of Sam'l G. Howe.

1833.

Resolves, chap. 28. $6,000 to be paid annually, during the pleasure of

the legislature : provided, that in consideration of this and former grants,

(i. e., of the unexpended balance of the deaf and dumb appropriation,) the

Asylum shall care for twenty poor persons belonging to the State, to be

selected by the Governor and Council, and to be dismissed from the Asylum

by them,—the State beneficiaries not to be under six nor over twenty-four

years old.

Resolves, chap. 36. Giving the power of selection of State beneficiaries

to the Governor alone.
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Resolves, chap. 49. Allowing $9,000 annually, on condition that the

Asylum shall receive forty State beneficiaries, if so many shall be recom-

mended, in accordance with the Resolves of 1833, chaps. 28 and 36. All

previous grants repealed.

Resolves, chap. 77. Appropriating $5,000 for a work-shop for adults

provided the Asylum add thereto a like sum, and any other sums that may
be necessary to complete the building.

1855.

Resolves, chap. 62. Increasing the annual appropriation to $12,000,

commencing April 1, 1855.

1661.

Resolves, chap. 51. Appropriating $3,000 in addition to the regular

amount, ($12,000,) provided the trustees admit all such persons as the Gov-

ernor may designate, and educate them gratuitously.

1863-63.

Resolves, chap. 84, 1862, and chap. 65, 1863, repeat the preceding

grant.

1861.

Resolves, chap. 56. Increasing the annual appropriation from $12,000

to $16,000, provided that the trustees shall receive and gratuitously educate

all such indigent persons, or the children of indigent persons, as the Governor

may designate, and that no charge shall be made to the Commonwealth for

clothing furnished to State beneficiaries.

Acts, chap. 96. The Governor to annually appoint four trustees, who
shall hold office one year, or until their successors are appointed. Vacancies

occurring by death or resignation to be filled by the Governor. Such por-

tion of chap. 113 of the Acts of 1828, as authorizes the appointment of

trustees by a Board of Visitors, is repealed. This Act not to take effect until

accepted by the Corporation, at a meeting to be called for that purpose.

1865.

Resolves, chap. 17. The trustees to fix the price for beneficiaries, with

Governor's approval, the amount to be fixed in each case with reference to

the ability of beneficiaries, or their parents, to contribute to their support.

1866.

Resolves, chap. 36. $4,000 allowed for current expenses, in addition to

the regular appropriation, ($16,000.)

1867.

Resolves, chap. 19. Like the preceding.
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1868.

Resolves, chap. 12. $9,000 allowed in addition to the regular appropria-

tion of $16,000.

Resolves, chap. 14. $15,000 allowed for buildings,—work-shop, laundry,

&c ,— to be paid when a similar sum has actually been raised by the friends

of the Asylum.

1869.

Resolves, chap. 19. $5,000 annually to be allowed, additional to sums

authorized by chap. 56, Resolves of 1864, and chap. 12, Resolves of 1868,

making the annual appropriation this year and hereafter, $30,000, subject to

the condition of chap. 56, Resolves of 1864, to supersede the appropriation

($16,000) made by chap. 27, Acts of 1869.

Resolves, chap. 71. That there be allowed and paid to the trustees of

the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, the sum of

$80,000, and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of erecting

suitable buildings for the use of the institution, the same to be paid from time

to time in instalments, as may be certified to be necessary by the trustees

:

provided, that no portion of the said sum shall be paid until the said trustees

shall have conveyed to the Commonwealth by a good and sufficient deed,

and free from all incumbrances, the land on which the buildings to be

erected shall stand, and so much adjacent thereto as the Governor and

Council shall require ; and until the plans for said buildings, and the esti-

mates therefor, shall have been approved by the Governor and Council.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION

Blind persons, under sixteen years of age, of good moral character, can be

admitted to the Junior Department by paying $300 per annum. This sum

covers all ordinary expenses, except for clothing ; namely, board, washing,

the use of books, musical instruments, &c. In cases of severe sickness,

requiring extra nursing and medicaL attendance, an extra charge must be

made. The pupils must furnish their own clothing, and pay their own fares

to and from the Institution.

Indigent blind persons, of suitable age and character, belonging to Massa-

chusetts, can be admitted gratuitously, by application to the Governor for a

warrant.

The following is a good form, though any other will do

:

" To His Excellency the Governor:

" Sir,—My son, (or my daughter, or nephew, or niece, as the case may
be,) named A. B., and aged , cannot be instructed in the common schools

for want, of sight. I am unable to pay for the tuition at the Perkins Institu-

tion and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, and I request that your Excel-

lency will grant a warrant for free admission.

" Very respectfully ."

The application may be made by any relation or friend, if the parents are

dead or absent.

It should be accompanied by a certificate from one or more of the select-

men of the town, or aldermen of the city, in this form

:

" I hereby certify that, in my opinion, Mr. is not a wealthy

person, and that he cannot afford to pay $300 per annum for his child's

instruction. (Signed,) ."

There should also be a certificate, signed by some regular physician, in

this form

:

" I certify that, in my opinion, cannot see well enough to

be taught in common schools ; and that he is free from epilepsy, and from any

contagious disease. (Signed,) ."

These papers should be done up together, and directed to " The Secretary

of the Commonwealth, State House, Boston, Mass."
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An obligation will be required from some responsible persons, that the pupil

shall be removed without expense to the Institution, whenever it may be

desirable to discharge him.

The usual period of tuition is from five to seven years.

Indigent blind persons residing in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Con-

necticut and Rhode Island, by applying as above to the " Commissioners for

the Blind, care of the Secretary of State," in the respective States, can

obtain warrants of free admission.

Adult blind persons, of good character, and in good health, who wish to

learn a trade, can be admitted to the work-department, and be taught some

handicraft gratuitously. They have to board in private families, and the cost

must be paid by their relatives. If the relatives are poor, then application

should be made for aid to the town or State authorities, to meet this expense.

Such persons seldom need to remain over a year. They can usually earn

enough after that time to provide, in part at least, for themselves.

For further particulars, address Dr. S. G. Howe, Director of the Institu-

tion for the Blind, Boston, Mass.

The relatives or friends of the blind who may be sent to the institution,

are requested to furnish information in answer to the following questions :

1. What is the name and age of the applicant ?

2. Where born ?

3. Was he born blind ? If not, at what age was the sight impaired ?

4. Is the blindness total or partial ?

5. What is the supposed cause of the blindness ?

6. Has he ever been subject to fits ?

7. Is he now in good health and free from eruptions and contagious dis-

eases of the skin ?

8. Has he ever been to school ? If yes, where ?

9. What is the general moral character of the applicant ?

10. Is he gentle and docile in temper, or the contrary ?

11. Has he any peculiarity of temper and disposition ?

12. Of what country was father of the applicant a native ?

13. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father—was
he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary ?

14. Was the father of the applicant ever subject to fits or scrofula ?

15. Were all his senses perfect ?

16. Was he always a temperate man ?

17. About how old was he when the applicant was born ?

18. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of the

applicant; that is, were any of the grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts,

brothers, sisters or cousins, blind, deaf or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity

of body or mind ?

19. If dead, at what age did he die, and of what disorder ?

20. Where was the mother of the applicant born ?

21. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the applicant

—

strong and healthy, or the contrary ?
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22. Was she ever subject to scrofula or to fits ?

23. Were all her senses perfect ?

24. Was she always a temperate woman ?

25. About how old was she when the applicant was born ?

26. How many children had she before the applicant was born ?

27. Was she related by blood to her husband ? if so, in what degree—1st,

2d or 3d cousins ?

28. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder ?

29. Was there any known peculiarity in her family ; that is, were any of

her grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children or cousins

either blind, or deaf or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity of body or

mind?

30. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate relatives of

the applicant?

31. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and education

of the applicant?
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MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION.

All persons who have contributed twenty-five dollars to the funds of the

Institution, all who have served as Trustees or as Treasurer, and all who

have been elected by special vote, are members.

Amory, James S.

Apthorp, Robert E.

Atkinson, Edward.
Atkinson, Wm.
Austin, James T.

Beard, A. W.
Bellows, A. J.

Bouve, Thos. T.

Bowditch, Nathaniel.

Brewer, Thos. M.

Brewster, Osmyn.
Brimmer, Martin.

Brooks, Edward.
Brooks, Francis.

Chandler, Theophilus P.

Claflin, Lee.

Claflin, Wm.
coolidge, a.

Cummins, John.

Davis, James.

Davis, John.

Denny, Daniel.

DePeyster, Aug.
Dix, J. H.

DlXWELL, J. J.

Eliot, Samuel A.

Ellis, F.

Emerson, George B.

Emery, Francis F.

Emery, Isaac.

Emmons, Nathaniel H.

Endicott, Wm., Jr.

Fisher, Freeman.
Fisk, Benjamin.

Fuller, A. W.
•

Goddard, Benjamin.

Grant, B. B.

Gray, Horace.
Gray, John C.

Gray, Thomas.
Greenleaf, R. C.

Hale, George S.

Hall, D.

Hall, Jeremiah.

Hall, N.

Hill, Hamilton A.

Hovey, C. F.

Howe, Samuel G.

Jackson, Patrick T.

Jackson, Sarah.

Jackson, Wm. M.

Jarvis, Edward.
Johnson, S., Jr.

Kinsley, E. W.
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Lawrence, A.

Livermore, Isaac.

Lord, Melvin.

Loring, Joseph.

Loud, Samuel P.

Lowell, Augustus.

Lowell, J. A.

Lyman, George W.
Lyman, Theodore.

Lyman, Joseph.

Mack, Thomas.

May, Samuel.

Minott, Wm.
Morton, Edwin.

Mudge, E. R.

Palmer, Julius A.

Parkman, Francis.

Parkman, John.

Parkman, Mrs. Sarah.

Parks, Luther.

Parsons, Thomas.

Perkins, Edward N.

Perkins, Wm.
Peters, Edward D.

Pickman, John S.

Preston, Jonathan.

Quincy, Josiah.

Reed, B. T.

Revere, Joseph W.
Robinson, Henry.
Rogers, Wm. B.

Rotch, Benj. S.

Russell, Mrs. Sarah S.

Saltonstall, Leverett.

Sears, David.

Simpson, John K.

Slack, C W.
Snelling, Samuel.

Stephenson, John H.

Stickney, Josiah.

Sturgis, James.

Sumner, Chas.

Taylor, Chas.

Thaxter, Joseph B., Jr.

Ticknor, George.

Wales, George B.

Wales, Thomas B.

Wigglesworth, Misses.

Wilder, Marshall P.

Williams, S. G.

Winslow, George.

Winthrop, Robert C.

Woods, Henry.
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OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION,
18 6 9-70.

PRESIDENT.

SAMUEL MAY.

VICE-PRESIDENT.

JOSEPH LYMAN.

TREASURER.

WM. ENDIC OTT, Jr.

SECRETARY.

SAMUEL G. HOWE.

TRUSTEES.

ROBERT E. APTHORP.
FRANCIS BROOKS.
THOMAS T. BOUVE.
SAMUEL ELIOT.
GEORGE S. HALE.
JOSEPH LYMAN.

E. R. MUDGE.
EDWARD N. PERKINS.
JOSIAH QUINCY.
BENJAMIN S. ROTCH.
SAMUEL S. SNELLING.
JAMES STURGIS.

VISITING COMMITTEE
For October,

November,
December,
January,
February,

March,
April, .

May, .

June, .

July, .

August,

September,

Messrs. APTHORP and BOUVE.
BOUVE and BROOKS.
BROOKS and PERKINS.
PERKINS and HALE.
HALE and LYMAN.
LYMAN and MUDGE.
MUDGE and QUINCY.
QUINCY and ROTCH.
ROTCH and SNELLING.
SNELLING and STURGIS.
STURGIS and APTHORP.
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