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Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asvlum for the Blind, )

Boston, October 26, 1ST2. (

Hon. Oliver Warner, Secretary of State.

Dear Sir:— I have the honor to transmit to you, for the use

of the legislature, a copy of the Forty-First Annual Report of

lie Trustees of this Institution to the Corporation thereof.

Respectfully,

SAISIL. G. HOWE.





€ommonu)caltl) of iHassacljusetls.

TRUSTEES' REPORT.

To the Coryoraiion of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts

Asylum for the Blind.

Gentlemejj :— The undersigned, Trustees, for the year end-

ing this day, respectfully submit their Annual Report, aud the

several documents required by law.

The report of the Treasurer sets forth the amount of money

received from the several sources of income. These are,

First. The annual grant by the legislature of R^assachusetts.

Second. The amount paid by the several States of New Eng-

land, for the education of beneficiaries at the rate of $300 per

year, and by individuals for private pupils, at rates varying

from $300 to $400.

Third. The income of Miss Pratt's fund, amounting to about

$250.

Fourth. Occasional donations and legacies.

The other side of the account shows merely the amount paid

out to the Superintendent upon drafts in his favor by the

Auditors.

Two trustees are appointed as auditors of account. They

examine every bill, and make their draft upon the Treasurer.

Accompanying the Treasurer's report is an analysis of the

expenses, showing the principal articles consumed, their amount

and cost.
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An erroneous idea prevails that this Institution was richly

endowed by ^Ir. Perkins, and is amply provided for by the State

of Massachusetts. The prevalence of this idea, and the fact

that the establishment is not sectarian, accounts for its not hav-

ing received what would otherwise have been its proportional

share of tiie gifts and legacies of charitable individuals, whi3h

so abound in our community. Mr. Perkins was a great bene-

factor of the Institution, because he gave to it his beautiful man-

sion house, so timely, and in such a generous spirit, rather than

because of the money value of his gift, which did not exceed

$25,000. But his example excited others to efibrts, which re-

sulted in raising double that sum.

Then came the legacy of Mr. William Oliver ; but since then,

very few and small sums have been received in that way, com-

pared with those received by kindred establishments, and com-

pared with the wants of such an establishment. The Institution

was, during many years, straitened for funds, and unable even

to put in proper order the buildings and grounds in South Bos-

ton, for which Mr. Perkins' house had been exchanged.

The annual appropriation by the State did indeed suffice to

carry on the school, but only by the strictest economy ; and by

dispensing with many things which were highly desirable, for

the best training of the blind, even in mechanical pursuits.

Two years ago, a strong efibrt was made to raise money enough

to reconstruct the establishment upon what the Trustees were

convinced would be the best system ; that is, dividing the pupils

into small families, placing each family in a cottage, and using

the main building (if it could not be sold) for chapel, school-

rooms, music rooms, workshops and the like. The State made

a special grant of $80,000; about $25,000 were obtained by

subscriptions; about $30,000 by sale of land; in all, $135,000.

This seems a large sura, but it was entirely insufficient for the

purpose. The state of Ohio appropriated $330,000 for its new

building for the blind, and it will require nearly $50,000 more,

before it can be properly finished. The cost of the new institu-

tion in western New York was about $250,000.
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It being impossible to realize the beau ideal of an establish-

ment for the blind, to wit: one in whicli all the pupils could

liave the pleasure and advantai^o of living in houses, and in

families, just as other people live, and going daily to their

school and to their work, as other children and youth go, it

was determined to secure this advantage for half of them.

Therefore, four simple and commodious cottages, and a school-

house, were built for the girls, and the main building was ar-

ranged for the boys, and was to subdivide and group them ia

families, as nearly as could be done with the insufficient means

at command.

Therefore, four simple and commodious cottages, and a school-

house, were built for the girls, and the main building was

arranged for the bo} s, and was to subdivide and group them in

families, as nearly as could be done with the insufficient means

at command.

The result of this arrangement for the girls is very gratifying,

because it promotes their happiness, and the true end of their

education, as is explained elsewhere, and makes it desirable

that the same advantages be given to the boys, whenever the

means of doing so are provided.

The cost of the alteration and improvement has about ex-

hausted the funds so raised, and leaves the Institution as it was

before, dependent upon the liberality of the legislature for

annual grants sufficient to maintain and educate its immediate

pupils; but dependent upon the generosity of individuals for

means of carrying on other works which promote the happiness

and welfare of the blind as a class. There are several of these

which the Trustees commend to the attention of tlie benevolent;

and they would be happy to receive donations, and apply them

according to the wish of the donors, for the general purposes

of the Institution, or for some specified purpose. Either to ex-

pend the principal, or to fund it, and expend only the interest.

There are several purposes for which funds are required.

First: that of printing embossed books for the blind. This is a
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matter not only of great importance to those blind children and

youth who are pursuinsj their studies in this and in the scores

of kindred schools of the United States, but it is one of lively

interest to the large and constantly increasing class o( blind per-

sons who have learned to read, and who are longing and hoping

for books which they can read. They are, with very few ex-

ceptions, indigent, and cannot afford to buy embossed books,

however earnestly they may desire to do so. They are too

costly. The work of creating a library for the blind of this

country originated with this Institution, and has been mostly

carried on here. Probably more matter has been printed here

than at all other institutions in the United States and in Eng-

land taken together. The books have been distributed either

gratuitously or at prices much below cost. The oflGce is now

amply provided with necessary apparatus, and is sending out

new books as fast as the means can be found to pay for them.

The funds for this costly enterprise have been chiefly raised

by the personal efforts of the Director. Several benevolent gen-

tlemen have made special gifts for printing books, designated

by themselves ; and such books now serve to lighten the dark

])athway which the blind tread.

Second. A fund is needed, the interest of which shall be

applied to help out those blind men and women who, having

learned to work at a trade, and being able and willing to work

at it, are unable to do so because they lack the little capital

required to get the necessary tools and stock ; or, having got

them, cannot earn quite enough to live. Many a blind man and

woman can earn three dollars a week by their handicraft; but

as five dollars a week are necessary to feed and clothe them,

they abandon work in despair, and throw themselves upon their

friends; or, lacking these, upon the public, and go to the alms-

house. *

Various plans are recommended. That sometimes adopted

in England, and a favorite with some friends of the blind here,

is a house of refuge for industrious blind. This is open to the
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serious disadvantage of congregating together those wlio ought

to be diffused abroad. It implies a multiplication of institu-

tions; and this is undesirable, as they are apt to degenerate into

pauper establishments, or at least to be pervaded by a pauper

spirit, while we want to encourage the spirit of independence.

The blind man wants what we ourselves want, first and fore-

most of all things, to wit, a home of his own, among kith and

kin and friends; and not the hundredth part of a home among

strangers.

The interest of a fund large enough to endow and to carry on

a house of refuge, if wisely applied to eke out the earnings of

unfortunate individuals, say one or two dollars a week, so long

as they should merit it, would help them to a home among kindred

and friends; would be a stimulus to good behavior, and would

enable them to earn their livelihood with the least damage to

their self-respect, and the least burden to the public.

Our work department is conducted upon this principle, and

has enabled many a blind man and woman to earn a livelihood,

and even to lay up a little surplus. If a find of the kind

above suggested was provided, its interest would enable many

to earn a livelihood in their native towns, instead of living idle

or congregating in the city. It is often desirable to supply a

young man with tools and with stock to begin to work on his

own account. Others who have learned to teach the piano, or

to tune pianos, can have fair promise of earning their board, if

they can procure an instrument, and can have means of support

for a short time till they can take root. The Institution has done

as much in this way as its funds would allow, and in many cases

the result has been very gratifying. It may be remarked in this

connection, that the policy of the Institution is, and ever has been,

to teach and train the blind with a view to work. Evsn our pian-

ists and pianoforte-tuners work hard. Music is taught to so

many because it affords the best field in which blind persons can

work for a living, and not as a mere accomplishment.

Third. The Loring fund for the aid of Miss Laura Bridg-

2
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man needs an increase. That sorely-smitten person,— sightless

and deaf, whose misfortunes have excited such general interest,

and who bears her burden with sucii sweet submission, has

recently been reduced to a more pitiful condition.

Her father, a thrifty farmer, died a few years ago, having

made such provision as he supposed would secure for her a com-

fortable and liappy home lor life. But it turns out otherwise.

A home must be provided for her in which she can be happy.

Her aged mother is herself dependent, and the little which she

can do for her cannot be done long.

Considering her privations, Laura can do a great deal for her-

self. She is simple and frugal ; she is handy with needle and

scissors; makes her own underclothing, &C. She makes many

fancy articles which are sold for her benefit. The bare cost of

her food and raiment is, therefore, less than that for ordinary

dependents; but she needs more than ordinary persons do.

She ought to have the constant companionship of some intelli-

gent woman, who can be to her a guide, reader and friend.

Her kind and wise friend, the late Mrs. Abby Loring, invested

two thousand dollars, the interest to be used for Laura's benefit

during her life, and the principal to revert to this Institution.

As Laura does not belong to Massachusetts, she has no legal

claim upon this Institution, which, however, has befriended her

in many ways, besides giving her a home. Her trustees pay a

hundred dollars a year for her board; the little balance going

for her personal comforts.

In all probability she will, by and by, have no other means of

support than the income of the Loring fund. It is desirable,

therefore, that this fund shall be made large enough to place her

above want, and to secure for her a home which she can call her

own, and good companionship. When so situated she is always

bright and cheerful, and seems to regard life as a blessing, even

though it be in a world as still and dark as the tomb.

Another desirable object is an organ for the girls' school.

The beautiful instrument for which the Institution is indebted to
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Mr. George Lcc, being iti the main building occupied by the

boys, is not available to the girls.

These are mentioned as among the objects for which tlie Trus-

tees would be glad to receive the aid of charitably disposed per-

sons, who desire to specify the manner in which either the

interest or the principal of their donation shall be applied.

An idea prevails to some extent, that in this and in other

American institutions for the blind, education is too much con-

fined to mental culture, and in this respect, are inferior to the

English schools, where mental culture is comparatively neg-

lected, and the chief attention is turned to manual labor and

to learning some handicraft.

The friends of the blind in both countries have been laboring

to lift them above the pauper class, and place them in the indus-

trious class. In most British schools, the chief, and almost the

whole attention is given to teaching handicraft, and the work-

men become more skilled than ours do. There are societies

which provide work for them during life. But their mental cul-

ture is neglected, and in this respect, they are far inferior to

ours. They are confined to a very narrow range, and can do

but one small thing. Ours, with more mental capacity, have a

wider range, and can find some useful place in society, or, as a

last resort, fall back upon their trade. In both countries the

object is to enable the blind to earn their own livelihood.

Here it is assumed that every blind child has a right to a certain

degree of mental culture at the hands of his fellows; and that,

moreover, with this mental culture, he has much better chance of

success at his business in life than without it. Educated up to

a level with his fellow-men, he is more likely to find some em-

ployment in which be can be useful. If he has to fall back on

his trade and work with his hands, he can do it so much more

succsssfully than if he were ignorant. In England he is edu-

cated more in the spirit of dependence; here, more in the spirit

of individual independence. Here instruction in the elementary

branches to all poor and rich; there only to a certain class.
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Here it is found that the field in which the blind can best

compete with the seeing is that of music; hence all would like to

enter it who have any taste or talent for it. But they must work

hard and long to get their knowledge, and then work harder

and longer to make it available. Some of our graduates are

employed in factories, at tuning new pianos; others circulate

from house to house, and from town to town, tuning old pianos.

So with those who give vocal and instrumental music; they

have to work hard ; and they certainly work more advantageously

than they could at making brooms and seating chairs.

The comparative merits of the two systems is now being

tested by an interesting experiment in a practical way. Mr.

F. J. Campbell, who was so many years principal teacher of

music in our institution, upon visiting Europe two years ago,

was convinced by what he observed in Great Britain, that a

school for the blind more nearly upon our plan would succeed.

He converted several eminent persons to his belief, and by

their aid, started a school in London, called the Normal College

and Academy of Music for the Blind.

Not being able to find well-trained teachers there, he engaged

four of ours, — Mr. J. W. Smith, himself blind, and Misses

Faulkner, Greene and Howes,— with whose assistance he is

now conducting his school with apparent success. The progress

of this institution will be watched with great interest by all the

friends of the blind here.'*^

The institution has sustained another loss by the retirement

o( Mr. Daniel L. Bradford, the steward and general assistant,

whose impaired health obliged him to leave* ofi" work. He has

served the institution during thirty-five years, with singular

devotion, and with strict honesty.

* Dec. 16. The Normal College continues to increase in number of

pupils, and Mr. Campbell has applied to us for two more teachers,

—

one of our present corps, and the other a graduate and former music

teacher.
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The work department has been carried on during the year at

DO other cost to the general treasury thati the interest on the

capital invested. The results have, upon the whole, been very

satisfactory. Employment has been given to twenty-six men

and women in the establishment, and to some others outside.

They have fairly earned by their work, $4,648.03, which has

been paid to them in cash. No more earnest and willing work-

ers can be found. They work at piece work, and when busi-

ness is good, they choose to work late into the night. Our

mattress-makers have worked, during some months, fourteen

hours a day, and earned from thirty to forty-five dollars a

month.

It is the policy of the Institution to employ blind persons in

preference to others in whatever work they can do about as

well, and to pay them fair wages. During the past year

$7,934.67 were paid in cash to blind persons, for work and ser-

vices rendered.

There have been some changes and improvements in the in-

ternal economy of the Institution. A new arrangement of

the buildings, the introduction of steam for heating purposes,

and the recent change in the city water works by which water

is carried to the fifth story, have remedied some of the defects

in the kitchen and laundry, and especially in the accommoda-

tions for bathing. The latter were always defective because

the boys were obliged to go from their chambers to the base-

ment. The bath-rooms are now on a level with their chambers,

and are much more satisfactory than the old ones, in many re-

spects. This is made a matter of special notice in the report

of the Director.
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The Trustees gratefully acknowledge a donation of seven

beautiful sewing machines from Messrs. Wheeler & Wilson, and

one from the Weed Sewing Machine Company. Several girls

have learned to work them; among others, Laura Bridgman.

Finally, the Trustees commend the Institution to the Corpora-

tion, the legislature and the public, as worthy of their confidence

and favor.

At the regular quarterly meeting of Trustees, held October 2,

1872, Mr. N. P. Perkins in the chair, the foregoing Report was

read and unanimously adopted as the Report of the Board to the

Corporation.

EOBERT E. APTHORP,
FRANCIS BROOKS,
GEORGE S. HALE,
HENRY LEE HIGGINSON,
HAMILTON HILL,

SOLOMON H. HOWE,
AUGUSTUS LOWELL,
EDWARD N. PERKINS,

JOSIAH QUINCY,
BENJ. ROTCII,

SAML. G. SNELLING,
JAMES STURGIS,

Trustees.

SAML. G. HOWE, Secretary.
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. $5,252 45

. 81,704 56

. 10,544 66

$97,501 67

. $11,760 10

7,500 00

. 14,691 75

657 04

293 75

Detailed Statement of Treasurer's Cash Account.

1871. Dr.

Oct. 1. To balance of special or building account,

drafts of the Auditors of Accounts,

cash on hand, Sept. 30, 1872,

1871. Cr.

Oct. 1. By balance cash,

2. cash from State of Massachusetts,

Nov. 16, " " E. Josselyn, mortgage note,

" " " " interest, .

Dec. 27. Coupons, New Yorli Central Kailroad, .

1873.

Jan. 3. By State of Massachusetts,

amount from Dr. Howe, as per follow-

ing:—

Rev. r. R. Tane, account board and tuition

of niece,

Mrs. M. L. Boss, account board and tuition

of Jacob Jackson, ....
Mrs. Major, account board and tuition of

son,

Town of Richmond, R. I., account "Wood

mansie children, ....
From Frank Kilbourne, for cornet, .

From Charles N. Andrew, account son,

Mrs. S. S. Gage, account Fred Spencer,

Orion Matthews, account clarionet, .

Chas. Fraser, account brother Septimus

Gustavus Ryder, account son, .

Sale of soap grease, ....
Tuning pianos,

Sale of tickets of admission to Institution

Sale of reeds,

Proceeds of concert, ....
Sale of cane,

Received from work department for month

of October

$100 00

225 00

112 50

11 40

25 00

14 00

177 00

5 00

260 75

150 00

27 20

3 00

43 00

50

20 55

1 30

1,757 12

7,500 00

Amount carried forward,

2,933 32

15,335 96
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Amount hrought forward,

1873

Jan '3

Co.,

$100 00

20-t 16

55 89

8 00

2,475 00

38 00

3,250 00

243 33

100 00

Received from work department for month

of November,

Received from worli deparment for month

of December,

Jan. 17. By balance of Legacy of William Oliver, .

Feb. 1. interest from deposit with C. F. Ilovey &

Mar. 30. State of Massachusetts,

Jun. 3. amount from Dr. Howe, as per following

Mrs. S. S. Gage, account board and tuition

of Fred. Spencer,

A. M. Wade, account board and tuition of

son,

Capt. Edgar Snow, account daughter,

John Coughlin, account daughter.

State of Rhode Island, for beneficiaries to

May 1st,

R. G. Moorman, account daughter, .

State of Maine, forbeneficiaries toMay 1st,

A. E. Bigelow, for board and tuition, .

Peter Thatcher, for board and tuition of son.

State of Connecticut, for beneficiaries to

May 1st,

B. 0. Frasier, account board and tuition of

son,

Robert Muhlig, account board and tuition

of son

Services of baud at concerts,

Tuning pianos,

Tickets of admission to Institution, .

Sale of books in raised print, Braille slates

and writing-boards,

Salcofborse,

Sale of soap grease, old barrels, etc
,

Work department for month of January,

" " " " of February,

«' «' " " of March,

'« " " " of April,

Jun. 15. From Dr. Howe :
—

From State of Vermont, for beneficiaries to May 1st,

July 8. By State of Massachusetts, .

3,739 25

200 00

.$45,335 96

1,318 65

1,643 58

154 96

396 78

7,500 00

Amount carried fonoard,

10 42

32 35

14 50

26 10

222 60

150 00

66 80

1,288 64

1,213 50

912 07

1,852 31

16,202 92

May 1st, 2,100 00

• 7,500 00

, . §82,152 85
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Amount broitf/ht forward, $82,152 85

1873

July 25. amount from Dr. Howe, as per following :
—

Sale of books in raised print, . . . $236 05

Mrs. C O. Shattuck, account board and

tuition, 37 50

Income of legacy to Laura Bridgman, . 260 00

Received of: Work department for month

of May, 2,438 95

Eeceived of: Work department for month

of June, , . 1,083 02
4,955 52

Aug. 1. By interest from deposit of C. F. Hovey & Co., . 574 49

31. Coupons N. Y. Central R. R 148 75

Sept. 30. amount from Dr. Howe, as per following :

—

Sale of books in raised print and Braille

slates, etc., $199 77

Tickets of admission to Institution, . . 21 66

Sale of soap grease, etc., .... 39 31

Tuning pianos, 8 00

State of Maine account beneficiary, . . 100 00

Wm. Cullen, account board and tuition of

son, 15 00

S. G. Howe, board of man and pony . . 155 46

Sale of cow, 99 00

Sale of brooms in boy's shop, ... 117 68

Work department for use of horse and

wagon one year, 500 00

Work department for board of saleswomen

one month, 12 43

Cash rec'd in work dept. in month of July, 1,980 15

u a a u a a *< u ^Ug. 1,998 62

u a a '' " <' " << Sept. 4,422 98

9,670 06

$97,501 67

Analysis of Treasureu's Account.

The Treasurer's Account shows that the total receipts during

the year were $97,501 67

Less cash on hand at beginning of year, .... 11,76010

$85,741 57
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Ordinary Heceipts.

From State of Massachusetts, .... $30,000 00

beneflciaries of other States and private pupils, 13,087 20

Extraordinary Eeceipts.

From work department for cash received for ar

tides made by the bliud,

F. Josselyn's mortgage note, .

From interest,

coupons of New York Central Railroad,

balance of legacy of William Oliver, .

sale of musical instruments to pupils, .

for tuning pianos,

for sale of books in raised print, .

proceeds of concert, ....
sale of soap grease, tickets of admission to

institution, &c.,

sale of horse and cow, ....
sale of brooms in boys' shop,

work department for use of horse and wagon
board of man and saleswoman, &c..

$22,809 59

14,691 75

$1,028 31

4^2 50

154 9G

30 00

25 60

058 42

52 90

225 87

249 00

117 68

500 00

1G7 89

-$43,987 20

41,754 37

$85,741 57

General Analysis of Steward's Account.

Dr.

Receipts from Treasurer on Auditor's drafts, $81,704 50

Balance due Steward, Sept. 30, 1872, . . . 2,768 07

Cr.

Liabilities due Sept. 30, 1871, $6,344 31

Ordinary expenses, as per schedule annexed, . 41,819 19

Extraordinary expenses, as per schedule annexed, 30,309 13

$84,472 63

$84,472 63
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Analysis of Expenditures for the Year ending September 30, 1872,

AS PER Steward's Account.

Meat, 25,090i lbs., .

Fish, 3,3S3.i lbs.,

Butter, 4,1204 l^s., .

Rice, ....
Bread, flour, meal, &c., .

rotatoes and other vegetables

Fruit, ....
Milk, 13,fi22 quarts,

Sugar, 3,193 lbs., .

Tea and coflee, 689i lbs.,

Other groceries.

Sundry articles of cousuraptiou,

Gas and oil.

Coal aud wood,
Salaries, superintendence and instruction

Wages, ....
Outside aid.

Laundry, ....
Clothing and inenditig, .

Furniture and bedding, .

Musical instruments,
Expenses of stable, .

of boys' shop. .

of printing office,

Books, stationery, &c., .

Medicines and medical aid,

Advertising, .

"Water rates.

Board of blind men,
Insurance,
Rent of office in town,
Travelling expenses.
Ordinary construction and repairs,

Sundries,

Extraordinary construction and repairs,

One-half price of new boat, .

Bills to be refunded.
Stock furnished blind people.

New type for printing office, .

Expenses of work department.

$6,723 CI

90 10

373 03
1,023 83
1,410 G'J

2G,G87 87

§3,629 80
212 73

1,461 09
85 79

1,074 79
583 13

401 72

1,155 62
376 87
289 63
384 32
188 11

360 29
2,898 43
14,748 76
4,210 40
487 15
251 20
10 81

1,505 75
705 05
789 05
265 95

1,168 07
590 11

88 66
7 00

262 00
254 56
431 00
350 00
135 07

2,098 36
357 92

$41,819 19

36,309 13

$78,128 32



1872.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 27. 23

General Abstract of Accounts of Work Department, October,

1, 1872.

Liabilities.

Due Institution for investment at sundry times since

the first date, §19,378 42

Excess of expenditures over receipts, .... 3,841 98

To sundry individuals, 1G5 29

§23,485 09

Assets.

Stocli on liand October 1, 1872, §7,081 79

Debts due, , . . . 2,72G 78

9,808 47

§13,577 22

Balance against worli department, October 1, 1871, including

interest on investments, §15,263 24

Not calculating interest 1,162 70

§14,100 54

Balance against work department, October 1, 1872, . . 13,577 22

Gain of the year, not recliouing interest on capital, . §523 32

Analysis of Work Department for 1871-72.

Dr.

Cash on hand, Oct. 1, 1871, 36 30

received during the year, . • . . 22,809 59

Excess of expenditures over receipts, . . . 3,841 98

-§26,687 87

Cr.

Liabilities of October 1, 1871, [§699 64

Salaries and wages paid blind persons, . . . 4,648 03

Salaries and wages paid seeing persons, . . 3,002 78

Sundries for stock, etc 18,337 42

-§26,687 87
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Account of Stock, October, 1872.

[Oct.

Real Estate, .... . $296,400 00

Household Furniture, . , §16,581 41

Provisions and Supplies, . • 409 37

Wood and Coal, , . . . • 2,137 30

Musical Department, viz.

—

1 large organ, . . . . 65,500 OC)

3 small organs, 730 OC)

30 pianfortes. . G,670 OC)

Brass instruments, . 1,386 31;

Violins, .... 363 95
11 CKt) OQ

Musical Library, . . . . 494 90

Library of book in common type. 808 24

Library of books in raised type, 11,997 78

Furniture of Printing Office, 3,282 09

Stereotype Plates, 840 12

School Furniture and Apparatus, 2,275 43

Boys' Shop, .... 256 36

Stable, 1,169 70

One-half Boat, .... 90 00
54,992 98

^

6351,392 98
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list of EnibosscJ Cooks prinlcd at tho Perkins Institntion and llassacbusctts As^Iam for the Blind.

Price per

a

Price
No. of bound Vol.

"Vols. ofthose for
per unbound

Bale.
"Volume.

Howe's Blind Child's Manual, 1 _* _

English Ktader, lirst part, . 1 - -

English Grammar, 1 - -

Political Class-Book, 1 - -

Principles of Arithmetic, 1 - -

Book of Difigrams, - - -

Psalms Id Verse, 1 - -

Psalms and Hymns, 1 - -

New Testament (largo), 2 - -

Old Testament, 6 - -

Bible - - -

Guide to Devotion, - -

The Dairyman's Daughter, - -

The Spelfing Book, - -

Tlie Sixpenny Glass of Win -> •
- -

Harvey Boys, .
- -

Milton's Poetical "Works, — —

Lardner's Universal Uistorj', $4 00 $2 75

Howe's Geograi)hy, 4 00 2 50

Howe's Atlas of the Islands,! 3 00 -

Howe's Blind Child's First Book,! 1 25 -

Howe's Blind Child's Second Book,t 1 60 -

Howe's Blind Child's Third Book.f 1 50 -

Howe's Blind Child's Fourth Book,t 1 50 -

English Reader, second part,t 4 00 -

Viri Koma^,t . .
2 50 -

Peirce's Geometry, with Diagrams,! 3 60 2 25

First Table of Logaritlnis, . 3 00 1 75

Second Table of Logarithms, 3 50 2 25

Astronomical Dictionary, 2 00 -

Rudiments of Natural l'hilosophy,t 4 00 2 75

Guyoi's Geography, 4 UO 2 75

Cyclopedia, 3 4 00 2 50

Katural Theology, 4 00 2 50

Combe's Constitution of Mati, 4 00 2 50

Constitution of the United States, 2 00 -

Pope's Essay. t .... 2 00 -

Baxter's Call, 4 00 2 75

Book of Proverbs,.... 4 00 2 75

Book of Psalms 4 60 2 00

New Testament (small). 4 00 2 75

Book of Common Prayer, . . 5 00 3 00

Hymns for the Blind,! • 3 75 2 50

Pilgrim's Progress, 4 00 2 75

Life of Melancthon, 2 00 1 00

Old Curiosity Shop, 4 00 3 00

Shakespeare's '' Hamlet." an<l " Juliu 8 Caesar,' 4 00 3 00

Hebrew Melodies aud Childc Harold, 3 00 2 00

History of United States, 3 75 2 25

Child's History of England, .

1

^
4 00 2 50

"Writing cards, « . $0 20

Braille's "Writing Boards > . 1 25

Most of the above volumes will be sold to regular Institutions at 20 per cent, below the

regular price. Books loaned gratuitously to any blind person who offera sufficient security

thatlhey will not be abused, and will be returned.

• A blank ?i>acc meuns no copies for eale. t Stereotyped.

i
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EITEACTS FEOM REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

The numljer of blind persons immediately connected with

the establislinient at the close of the last year was 163. There

hare entered since, 41 ; 31 have been discharged; so that the

present number is 173. Of these, 157 are in the school depart-

ment proper, and 16 in the work department. The first class

includes 157 boys and girls; the second 16 men and women.

The general health has been good. No epidemic and no mor-

tal disease have occurred. Most of those discharged bid fair to

do well. Eight have been carefully trained in vocal and instru-

mental music and are earning their own livelihood.

Mention is made in the report of the trustees of the success-

ful establishment in London, England, of a high school for the

blind by Mr. F. J. Campbell, who, during eleven years, was our

principal teacher of music, and my general assistant. He is

entirely blind, and besides the valuable services which he ren-

dered as teacher of music, he was of great use to the blind, as

a living example of how much can be done by courage, energy

and industry to compensate for the lack of sight.

When he communicated to me his plan for opening in Eng-

land a high school for the blind, organized according to our

American ideas of what such a school should be, rather than

upon the model of the existing British schools, and asked my

consent to his taking some of our most esteemed teachers to

assist him, I could not refuse, because, beside my desire to aid

him personally, T liad a strong desire to see our system more

widely diffused, and our ideas tested in a new field. I knew
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that Mr. Campbell would be more likely to succeed, and his

establishment to take a high stand, with the assistance of trained

teachers, of high moral character, than with such as he might

pick up abroad.

Of course it gave to me, personally, much regret, and caused

sorrow to all the inmates of the household, to part with such an

assistant as Mr. Joel W. Smith, (a man of rare virtues, beloved

and respected by all who know him ; and to part with su2h

teachers as the Misses Faulkner, Green and Howes; neverthe-

less, the sacrifice was cheerfully made in view of the great good

which might result therefrom to the cause of the education of

the blind.

If the enterprise succeeds, and the blind of Great Britain are

benefited thereby, all those engaged in it will have the gratifi-

cation of helping to pay back, in a small degree, the debt of

obligation to the mother country for manifold services rendered

by her to the cause of human beneficence.

Besides the loss of those valued teachers, the institution has

lost the services of Mr. Daniel L. Bradford, who has served it

faithfully in various capacities during more than thirty continu-

ous years. But his impaired health prevented him from longer

performing the active and trying duties of his place.

He has been a valuable assistant to me, and a useful officer of

the institution. A mechanic of the old school, his knowledge

of various mechanical branches was very useful in the altera-

tions and improvements of the premises, and in the printing

department.

During several years he has been steward. His watchfulness,

industry and frugality have been felt in all the material inter-

ests of the establishment; and his kindness of heart has been

more valuable still, because such qualities in a permanent officer

pass into and help to form the character of the establishment.

This institution has been Mr. Bradford's home, and the chief

object of his thoughts and affections during the best years of

bis life. Such men as he build better than they know; and the
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good influences of liis life and conversation will be felt in this

institution long after iiis old familiar footstep and voice shall

cease to be heard within its walls.

The most interesting event of the year was the Convention

of Superintendents and Teachers of Institutions for the blind;

held at this Institution.

Twenty establishments were represented by fifty-five superin-

tendents and teachers.

It lasted three days, and called forth some interesting discus-

sions of subjects connected with the education of the blind, and

some new thoughts.

The presence of representatives from establishments of twenty

States, some of which receive beneficiaries from adjoining States,

show the general intere st which is felt in the education of the

blind, by the people of the United States; and the readiness of

legislatures and people to pay liberally for promoting it; and of

the rapid increase of the means of obtaining it. There was a

general concurrence of opinion upon several important matters,

although no vote was deemed necessary. Such as, that mental

and instructive culture should underlie and form an important

part of the course of education and training for all the blind,

even those destined to mechanical pursuits. That the methods

and processes of instruction in schools, and the various means

used in education, should conform as nearly as possible to the

most approved ones used with ordinary children and youth.

That the multiplication of books in raised print, and the im-

provement of tangible apparatus of instruction, are of great

importance.

That uniformity of type is desirable, but not essential.

Bodily Teaining, Cold Bathing, &c.

All systems of education and instruction of youth which neg-

lect the means of developing and increasing the general health,
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strengUi, and activity of the body, arc faulty. But a system for

the education and itistruction of a class of youth marked by a

special and abnormal condition of Ijody, would be grossly faulty,

if it neglected special means for counteracting, as far as possi-

ble, the effects of that condition.

Deaf mutes are an abnormal class ; but their infirmity does

not so much affect the healthy and normal development of the

body as it does that of the mind. They are as strong, active

and <2raccful as ordinary youth ; hence they require physical

training, as ordinary youtli do, but no more.

But the infirmity of deafness prevents the development of nat-

ural speech, and the main purpose of the instruction of mutes is

to find a substitute for that. On the other hand, the infirmity

of blindness, while it does not primarily affect the normal devel-

opment of the mental faculties, does affect and impair, very con-

siderably, the development of bodily health, strength and activity.

Hence the young blind almost universally lack the bodily vigor,

activity and grace which distinguiish all youth, even the deal

mutes.

As a class, they have all the mental faculties, the moral attri-

butes, the social affections ready for development, and yearning

for exercise; but they are comparatively puny in health, feeble

in limb. It is plain to the eye that the standard of health and

vigor among them is far below the average; and stubborn statis-

tics show that they die comparatively young.

In a class of youth at an academy or college, a large propor-

tion are healthy, ruddy, hardy, and boiling over with animal

spirits; while here and there is sure to be one whose erect and

graceful form, beaming countenance, elastic flesh, clean limbs and

springy tread, liken him to young Apollo, straining for action in

the field of life.

Among more than a thousand blind youth whom I have

known, I cannot recollect more than three of the first class;

not one of the second.

It can hardly be otherwise; how can they, darklings, stand
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erect; move freely and swiftly; feel the fire and flash of youth,

and strain for action in the battle of life? The pluckiest of

ancient warriors, stricken blind, could only sit mourning in h\s

tent and say, " Give me to see, I as^k no more."

But the worst of all is, that the natural effects of their sore

infirmity are made tenfold greater by fond, foolish indulgence.

Of all spoiled children, the worst and most persistently spoiled,

are blind children. The most persistently spoiled, because while

others may escape from the emasculating effect of fondling, when

their tender years and dependent conditions no longer call out

indulgent affection, the blind do not escape them, because

their sore affliction, and their helplessness, makes the same

appeal to compassion and affection which mere childhood al-

ways does. Ordinary children are required to do everything

for themselves which they can possibly do ; and blind children

require this discipline even more than ordinary children ; but

the reverse is the case, and everything is done for them. Timid

affection even restrains the locomotion which they yearn for ; so

that they are kept in babyhood and childhood as long as they

can be. Almost all the boys and girls sent to this Institution

show the sad effect of unwise indulgence. It has stunted them

physically, mentally and morally. As compared with others,

they are pale and puny ; stooping in gait, timid of tread, and

lacking in pluck.

It is said of idiots, that they have so little of the human

desire for action, that they shrink even from the effort to think.

It is hot so with the blind, at least of those presented here

for admission; their natural bodily powers, their capacities,

desires, resolutions, courage and yearnings for action, have not

only not been well developed, but rather discouraged by their

home training.

They generally bear the marks of languid circulation of

blood, and this causes languid condition of all the bodily func-

tions; and consequently of the whole system. They are not

up to concert pitch with other youth.


