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Peekins Institution and Mass. School fok the Blind,

So. Boston, Oct. 19, 1880.

To the Hon. Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of State.

Dear Sir,— I have the honor to transmit to you for the

use of the Legislature, a copy of the Forty-ninth Annual

Report of the Trustees of this Institution to the Corporation

thereof, together with the usual accompanying documents.

Respectfully,

M. ANAGNOS,
Secretary/.



OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION.

1880-81.

SAMUEL ELIOT, President.

JOHN CUMMINGS, Vice-President.

P. T. JACKSON, Treasurer.

M. ANAGNOS, Secretary.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

EGBERT E. APTHORP.
JOHN S. DWIGHT.
JOSEPH B. GLOVER.
J. THEODORE HEARD, M.D.
HENRY LEE HIGGINSON.
JAMES H. MEANS, D.D.

ANDREW P. PEABODY, D.D.
EDWARD N. PERKINS.
SAMUEL M. QUINCY.
SAMUEL G. SNELLING.
JAMES STURGIS.
GEORGE W. WALES.

STANDING COMMITTEES.
Monthly Visiting Committee,

Whose duty it is to visit and inspect the Institution at least once in each month.

1881. July. . . . A. P. Peabody,
Augiist. . . E. N. Perkins.

September . S. M. Quincy.
October . . S. G. Snellino.

November . tlAMKS Sturgis.

December . Geo. W. Wales.

1881. January . . R. E. Apthorp.
February . . J. S. Dwig^t.
March . . . J. B. Glover.
April . . . J. T. Heard.
May . . . . H. L. Higginson.

June . . . J. H. Means.

Committee on Education.

J. S. DWIGHT.
A. P. Peabody.

S. M. Quincy.

Committee of Finance.

R. E. Apthorp.
J. B. Glover.
James Sturgis.

House Committee.

E. N. Perkins.

G. W. Wales.
J. H. Means.

Committee on Health.

J. Theodore Heard.
E. N. Perkins.

H. L. Higginson.

Auditors of Accounts.

Robert E. Apthorp.
Samuel G. Snelling.



OFFICEES OF THE INSTITUTION.

DIRECTOR.
M. ANAGNOS.

MEDICAL INSPECTOR.
JOHN ROMANS, M.D.

LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
Miss M. L. P. Shattuck.
Miss J. R. GiLiviAN.

Miss Julia Boylan.
Miss E. S. Adams.

Miss Della Bennett.
Miss S. L. Bennett.
Miss Mary C. Moore.
Miss S. E. Lane, Librarian.

MUSICAL DEPARTMENT.
Resident Teachers.

Thomas Reeves.
Frank H. Kilbotjrne.

Miss Freda Black.
Miss Lizzie IIiley.

Miss Lucy Hammond.
Miss M. L. Drowne.
Henry W. Stratton, Assistant.

Non-Resident Teachers.

Mrs. Kate Rametti.
Henry C. Brown.
C. H. HiGGINS.

Music Readers.

Miss Allie S. Knapp.
Miss Mary A. Proctor.

TUNING DEPARTMENT.
J. W. Smith, Instructor and Manager.

INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT.
"Workshops for Juveniles.

J. H. "Wright, Work Master.

Miss A. J.Dillingham, Work Mistress.

Thomas Carroll, Assistant.

Miss H. Kellier, Assistant.

"Workshop for Adults.

A. "W". Bowden, Manager.

P. Morrill, Foreman.
Miss M. A. DwELLY, Forewoman.
Miss M. M. Stone, Clerk.

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
Steward.

A. W. BOAVDEN.

Matron.
Miss M. C. MouLTON.
Miss E. "Ware, Assistant.

Housekeepers in the Cottages.

Mrs. M. A. Knowlton.
Miss A. J. Dillingham.
Miss Bessie "Wood.

Miss Lizzie N. Smith.

PRINTING DEPARTMENT.
Dennis A. Reardon, Manager.

Miss E. B. "Webster, Book-keeper.



MEMBERS or THE COEPOEATION.

All persons who have contributed twenty-five dollars to

the funds of the institution, all who have served as trustees

or treasurer, and all who have been elected by special vote,

are members.

Aldricli, Mrs. Aaron, Boston.

Alger, Rev. William R., Boston.

Amory, James S., Boston.

Amory, William, Boston.

Anagnos, M., Boston.

Appleton, T. G., Boston.

Apthorp, Robert E., Boston.

Apthorp, William F., Boston.

Atkinson, Edward, Boston.

Atkinson, William, Boston.

Austin, Edward, Boston.

Baldwin, William H., Boston.

Barrows, Rev. S. J., Dorchester.

Beard, Hon. Alanson W., Boston.

Bigelow, E. B., Boston.

Blake, G. Baty, Boston.

Bouve, Thomas T., Boston.

Bowditch, J. I., Boston.

Bradlee, F. H., Boston.

Brewster, Osmyn, Boston.

Brimmer, Hon. Martin, Boston.

Brooks, Francis, Boston.

Brooks, Rev. Phillips, Boston.

Browne, A. Parker, Boston.

BuUard, W. S., Boston.

Chandler, P. W., Boston.

Chandler, Theophilus P., Brookline.

Childs, Alfred A., Boston.

Claflin, Hon. William, Boston.

Clapp, William W., Boston.

Coolidge, Dr. A., Boston.

Crosby, Joseph B., Boston.

Cummings, Charles A., Boston.

Cummings, Hon. John, Woburn.

Dalton, C. H., Boston.

Davis, James, Boston.

Dix, J. H., M.D., Boston.

Downer, Samuel, Dorchester.

Dwight, John S., Boston.

Eliot, Dr. Samuel, Boston.

Emerson, George B., Boston.

Emery, Francis F., Boston.

Emery, Isaac, Boston.

Emmons, Mrs. Nath'l H., Boston.

Endicott, Henry, Boston.

Endicott, William, jun., Boston.

Fisk, Rev. Photius, Boston.

Folsom, Charles F., M.D., Boston.

Forbes, J. M., Milton.

Freeman, Miss Hattie E., Boston.

Galloupe, C. W., Boston.

Gardiner, Charles P., Boston.

Gardner, George A., Boston.

Glover, J. B., Boston.

Goddard, Benjamin, Brookline.

Goddard, Delano A., Boston.

Gray, Mrs. Horace, Boston.

Gray, John C, Boston.

Greenleaf, R. C, Boston.

Hale, Rev. Edward E. , Boston.

Hale, George S., Boston.

Hardy, Alpheus, Brookline.

Haskell, Edwin B., Auburndale.

Heard, J. T., M.D., Boston.

Higginson, George, Boston.

Higginson, Henry Lee, Boston.



8 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

Hill, Hon. Hamilton A., Boston.

Hilton, William, Boston.

Hogg, John, Boston.

Hooper, E. W., Boston.

Hooper, R. "W., M.D., Boston.

Hovey, WUliam A., Brookline.

Howe, Mrs. Julia Ward, Boston.

Houghton, Hon. H. O., Cambridge.

Hunnewell, H. H., Boston.

Hyatt, Alpheus, Cambridge.

Jackson, Edward, Boston.

Jackson, Patrick T., Boston.

» Jackson, Mrs. Sarah, Boston.

Jarvis, Edward, M.D., Dorchester.

Jones, J. M., Boston.

Kendall, C. S., Boston.

Kennard, Martin P., Brookline.

Kidder, H. P., Boston.

Kinsley, E. W., Boston.

Lang, B. J., Boston.

Lawrence, Amos A., Longwood.

Lincoln, L. J. B., Hingham.

Lodge, Mrs. J. E., Boston.

Lord, Melvin, Boston.

Lothrop, John, Auburndale.

Lovett, George L., Boston.

Lowell, Augustus, Boston.

Lowell, John A., Boston.

Lyman, George W., Boston.

Mack, Thomas, Boston.

May, Miss Abby, Boston.

May, F. W. G., Dorchester.

Means, Rev. J. H., D.D., Dorchester.

Merriam, Mrs. Caroline, Boston.

Minot, William, Boston.

Montgomery, Hugh, Boston.

Morton, Edwin, Boston.

Motley, Edward, Boston.

Mudge, Hon. E. R., Boston.

Nickerson, George, Jamaica Plain.

Nickerson, S. D., Boston.

Noyes, Hon. Charles J., Boston.

Osborn, John T., Boston.

Paine', Mrs. Julia B., Boston.

Parker, H. D., Boston.

Parkman, Francis, Boston.

Parkman, George F., Boston.

Parkman, Rev. John, Boston.

Parsons, Thomas, Chelsea.

Payson, S. R., Boston.

Peabody, Rev. A. P., D.D., Camb'ge.

Peabody, F. H., Boston.

Perkins, Charles C, Boston.

Perkins, Edward N., Jamaica Plain.

Perkins, William, Boston.

Peters, Edward D., Boston.

Pickman, W. D., Boston.

Pierce, Hon. H. L., Boston.

Phillips, John C, Boston.

Pratt, Elliott W., Boston.

Preston, Jonathan, Boston.

Quincy, Hon. Josiah, Wollaston.

Quincy, Samuel M., Wollaston.

Rice, Hon. A. H., Boston.

Robeson, W. R., Boston.

Robinson, Henry, Reading.

Rogers, Henry B., Boston.

Rogers, Jacob C, Boston.

Ropes, J. S., Jamaica Plain.

Rotch, Benjamin S., Boston.

Russell, Mrs. S. S., Boston.

SaltonstaU, H., Boston.

Saltonstall, Leverett, Newton.

Sanborn, Frank B., Concord.

Schlesinger, Sebastian, Boston.

Sears, David, Boston.

Sears, W. T., Boston.

Sherwood, W. H., Boston.

Shimmin, C. F., Boston.

Shippen, Rev. Rush R., Jamaica PI.

Slack, C. W., Boston.

Snelling, Samuel G., Boston.

Stone, Joseph L., Boston.

Sturgis, Francis S., Jamaica Plain.

Sturgis, James, Jamaica Plain.

Taggard, B. W., Boston.

Taggard, Mrs. B. W., Boston.

Thaxter, Joseph B., Hingham.

Thayer, Rev. George A., Boston.

Thayer, Nathaniel, Boston.

Thorndike, S. Lothrop, Cambridge.

Tucker, Alanson, Boston.

Tucker, W. W., Boston.

Upton, George B., Boston.

Wales, George W., Boston.

Wales, Miss Mary Ann, Boston.

Wales, Thomas B., Boston.

Ware, Charles E., M.D., Boston.



1880.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27.

Washburn, Hon. J. D., Worcester.

Weld, W. G., Boston.

Wheelwright, John W., Boston.

Wigglesworth, Edw., M.D., Boston.

Wigglesworth. Miss Mary, Boston.

Wigglesworth, Thomas, Boston.

Wilder, Hon. Marshall P., Dorch.

Winslow, Mrs. George, Roxbuiy.

2

Winsor, J. B., Providence, R. I.

Winthrop, Hon. Robert C, Boston.

Wolcott, J. H., Boston.

Wolcott, Mrs. J. H., Boston.

Woods, Henry, Paris, France.

Worthington, Roland, Roxbury.

Young, Charles L. , Boston.





OIommDnrocaltl) of illassacljusctts.

EEPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

Pekkins Institution and Mass. School for the Blind,

South Boston, Sept. 30, 1880.

To the Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen,— In accordance with the requirements of

the by-laws of the institution, we, the undersigned trus-

tees, present to you, and through you to the executive

of the commonwealth and to the legislature, the

following report for the year ending Sept. 30,

1880:—
We are very desirous that the general state of the

estabhshment should be known, and that every suitable

means should be employed to keep the mind of the pub-

lic enhghtened and the sympathies of our fellow-citizens

awake with regard to the blind wherever they may be

found.

The publication of our annual report is one of the

means for promoting this end, and the fact that those

whom we thus address represent to a very great extent

the enhghtment and the benevolence of the community
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at large emboldens us to come forward year after year

and ask attention for our affairs.

In reviewing the history of the past twelve months,

we may say at the outset that the general condition of

the institution has been entirely satisfactory to the

board, and that nothing has occurred to mar its ad-

vancement.

The kind interest which the wise, the intelligent, and

the benevolent of the community have continued to

take in the welfare of the blind, has been a source of

great encouragement to us.

The quarterly reports of the director made to our

board have set forth in detail the statistics of entrances

and discharges. The substance of these communica-

tions is, that there have been 179 blind persons immedi-

ately connected with the institution, in aU its depart-

ments, as pupils, instructors, employes, and work men

or women. Present number, 156.

The health of the household has been remarkably

good. No death and no case of serious illness has

occurred during the year.

The sanitary arrangements of the establishment are

m excellent condition, and the medical supervision of

our physician. Dr. Homans, has been regular and thor-

ough.

The trustees can speak in terms of approbation of

the uniform cleanliness of the buildings, of the personal

neatness of the pupils, and the quiet and order which

have pervaded the school.

The teachers and officers have performed their part

zealously, and have worked faithfully to further the

welfare of those committed to their care.
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The pupils in general merit commendation for their

good behavior and obedience to the rules and regula-

tions established for their government.

We have endeavored to adminster the affairs of the

institution in such a manner as to attain the best results

which the means at our disposal could effect ; and,

although we claim no infallibility, we cannot but be

thankful for the degree of prosperity which has at-

tended our efforts.

The institution is well appointed in all its depart-

ments, and its work is carried on with good results. We
have aimed to improve those systematic arrangements

which have heretofore proved satisfactory, to carry for-

ward the original plan of the institution, to enlarge the

sphere of its usefulness, to incorporate in its workings

the fruits of enlightened experience and the results of

the best thought given to this branch of education, and

to perpetuate the spirit of beneficence towards those for

whose good the school was founded. But, although we

have continued to press on in the way of progress, we

do not allow ourselves to think that our system of

instruction and training is complete in its details and

perfect in its appointments. On the contrary, we are

aware of its shortcomings, and are ever ready to wel-

come all rational improvements, and make such

changes as shall promise after thorough examination

better results than we have vet attained.

Such is in brief the record of the year now closed.

While we look back upon what has been accomplished

during the past twelve months with gratitude, we re-

gard the present with proper satisfaction, and the future

with encouragement and hope.
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The Present State of the School.

The main object of the institution— which is to give

to blind youth of both sexes the same kind and degree

of instruction as is afforded to other children in the best

common schools of New England, and to train them up

to industry and professional attainments— has been

steadily and successfully pursued, and has been followed

by good results. The means and methods employed to

promote this end have been improved and perfected

from year to year, and our course of education embraces

all branches which are necessary to fit pupils for a life

of enlightened activity and usefulness.

The modes of instruction followed in the various

departments of the institution are of the most approved

character, and its graduates will bear comparison in

point of intellectual attainments with those of any well-

organized academy. Those who attended the graduat-

ing exercises of our school, or who have become other-

wise familiar with its workings and with the present

condition of its departments, will bear testimony to this

fact.

These exercises were held at the close of the term in

the music hall of the institution, and were witnessed by

a large number of distinguished citizens. The State of

Rhode Island was represented by Gov. Littlefield and

Secretary Addeman, and the Massa^chusetts Board of

Education by its secretary, Mr. Dickinson, and one of

its members, Mr. Hussey. Many clergymen and sev-

eral prominent musicians were also present.

Diplomas were for the fii'st time awarded to the

members pf the graduating class, six in number, and
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their award could not fail to be a very gratifying

ceremony to all witnesses who had even the faintest

feeling of interest in the welfare and prosperity of

the recipients. The giving of these simple rolls told

of a past of diligent application and meritorious en-

deavor, and prophesied a future of happy usefulness

and well-earned reward. No pupil could receive one

of these testimonials who had not gone through the

regular school course and attained a certain degree

of excellence by faithful and thorough work at his

lessons and in his calling. Besides bemg valuable

as a record of past exertions and distinction in the

school, the diploma is also of importance to the de-

serving and active graduate as a promise of a pros-

perous future. The diplomas were given out by the

Rev. Dr. Peabody of our board, accompanied by a

few well-chosen remarks, and were received by the

young people with very evident emotion, in which

the audience keenly sympathized.

Finances.

The report of the treasurer, Mr. P. T. Jackson,

accompanied by a detailed statement of his cash ac-

count, is herewith submitted, and shows the finances

of the institution to have been wisely and judiciously

administered.

The amount of money received from all sources

during the past year, as well as that of the disburse-

ments made for all purposes, may be briefly set forth

as follows ; ^
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Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1879 . . $579 21

Total receipts during the j-ear . 94,139 58
894,718 79

Total expenditures 92,491 36

Cash balance in the treasury .... $2,227 48

This result has been obtained only by the exer-

cise in every department of the most rigid economy

consistent with the proper administration of the af-

fairs . of the institution, and with the efficient training

of the pupils, and the comfort and welfare of the

household.

To aid in a more complete and minute exami-

nation of the financial concerns of the establish-

ment, the report of the treasurer is accompanied by

an analysis of the steward's accounts, which gives

specific information in regard to the prmcipal articles

consumed, tLeu' quantity, and the aggregate price paid

for each.

The director makes provision for all the wants of

the institution, and is responsible for the prudent and

judicious expenditure of its funds ; but his accounts

are scrutinized and audited monthly by a committee

especially appointed by our board for this purpose,

and the treasurer pays no money except upon their

order.

It is our pleasant duty to aUude in this connection

to the continued zeal, care, and fidelity, with which

the auditors, Messrs. E. E. Apthorp and S. G. Snel-

ling, have discharged their duty. They have certified

that the accounts have been properly and correctly

kept, and that all items of expense have been au-

thenticatefj by vouchers.
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The books are open to your scrutiny, and we ear-

nestly invite you to satisfy yourselves, by actual ex-

amination, that the funds of the institution have been

applied with sound judgment and unwavering integ-

rity.

Mr. Endicott's Resignation.

The trustees cannot close this part of their report

without expressing their deep regret at the necessity

which has compelled Mr. Henry Endicott to resign

the office of treasurer. For twelve years his name

and that of his elder brother, Mr. William Endicott,

jun., have stood forth prominently among the kindest

and most disinterested friends of the blind. Their

efforts for the prosperity of the establishment were

unremitting, and their generosity unceasing. An inti-

mate knowledge of their benevolence and their de-

votion to the welfare of the school enables us to

concur heartily in the well-chosen expressions of the

following vote, which was unanimously passed by you

at a special meeting held for the purpose of acting

upon the treasurer's resignation :
—

"• Voted., that the warm thanks of the corporation be hereby

tendered to Mr. Henry Endicott for the ability, disinterested-

ness, and courtesy, with which he has discharged his duties, and

for his efficient and faithful services, which merit the highest

praise and the expression of the deepest obligation from all

friends of the institution."

To the present treasurer, Mr. P. T. Jackson, and to

his brother, Mr. Edward Jackson, who succeeded Mr.

Endicott, but who was obliged, after a brief period of

service, to tender his resignation in order to go abroad,
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we are greatly indebted for the diligence and prompt-

ness with which they have performed their duties.

Repairs and Improvements.

The work of repaks and improvements inaugurated

several years since, and carried on with more or less

rapidity, is still far from complete. Yet an important

step towards this end has been made during the summer

vacation, in addition to the renovations effected in sev-

eral parts of the establishment.

The erection of a new building in the girls' department

is the most prominent improvement made during the

year. This edifice is forty-nine feet long and twenty-

five feet wide, and consists of four stories with a good

basement, the windows of which are above ground.

The first and second flights, together with the basement,

when entirely finished, will furnish ample space for

school, music, sewing, and knitting rooms, while the

whole of the third story will be occupied by a library,

which will be provided with cases for books, minerals,

specimens of natural history, models, and educational

appliances of various kinds. This building is connected

with the girls' schoolhouse by a covered but well-

lighted bridge, and with the cottages by an underground

passage. It has been carefully planned in all its details

by the skilful manager of our printing-office, Mr. Den-

nis A. Reardon,— of whose ingenuity we had occasion

to. speak in our last annual report, — and it is admirably

adapted for our purpose.

An underground arch has been built between the cot-

tages, through which the steam-pipes are carried from

one block of houses to the other under such protection
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as to prevent even the smallest waste of heat in the

future. This tunnel is high enough to form a conven-

ient underground passage.

In the main building the work of renovation, to which

an impetus was given some time ago, has been carried

some steps forward during the past year. One of the

dining-rooms, the small boys' sitting-room, and three of

the schoolrooms have been thoroughly repaired and put

in good order. The walls and ceilings have been

painted, the old pine sheathing has been replaced in

hard-wood, the heating apparatus improved, the venti-

lation increased, and various conveniences for keeping

things in their proper places have been provided wher-

ever needed.

Several other alterations and improvements of a

minor character, supplying urgent wants and calculated

to preserve the buildings and to promote the welfare of

the household, have been made during the past year

;

but the limited means placed at our disposition have

compelled us to restrict our operations in this direction

to a small area. The necessity for continuing the pro-

cess of renovation in the interior of the main building

as rapidly as may be is evidently pressing ; for the

effects of time and rough usage are very obvious, not

only in the corridors and the most frequented rooms,

but everywhere. Both safety and economy demand

that the loose plastering, the rotten wood-work, the

worn floors, the decayed window-frames, the soiled wall-

paper, the shaky sashes, and the impaired painting

should be replaced, or repau'ed and made sound, and

the sooner this is done, the better. It is our intention

to push on the work of reconstruction as fast as we
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can
;
but, as our means are not sufficient to meet the

ever increasing wants of the establishment, we must
depend upon the friends of the blind for assistance.

Printing Department.

The great book of nature, with its myriad pages of

beauty, its endless variety of scenery, and its ever-chan-

ging aspects of sea and sky, is constantly open to the see-

ing. The achievements of art can be enjoyed by them
at all times and seasons, and literature gives them daily

something new and fair to feast upon. How different

is the lot of the blind, and how few are the privileges of

this sort which they enjoy ! Yet even for these chil-

dren of misfortune a brighter day is dawning, and liter-

ature, which is, next to music, theii' greatest solace,

holds out to them its consolations and its joys. Music
has indeed usually been considered to be the great

dehght and specialty of the blind ; but it is the belief

of those who are familiar with their tastes, that, besides

their world-wide acknowledged devotion to and appre-

ciation of this art, they are likcAvise among the most

ardent worshippers at the shiine of hterature. Enter

a room where some seeing person is reading aloud to

the blind, and note the intense mterest with which the

older members of the group hang on the lips of the

reader, how they drink in his every word! This is

their compensation for all the beautiful things which
others enjoy and from which they are cut off. A see-

ing person may well imbibe the love of study, if he

have it not by nature, from intercourse with the blind.

It often happens that the seeing youth glances about

the room while an important work is being read. He
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grows restless, thinks he can pernse it as well himself

at another time (which often never comes), jerks his

chair, looks out of the window, and finally asks to be

excused. His blind friend sits in an attitude of intense

enjoyment and appreciation, draws a long breath when

the reading is over, as if it had been almost too good,

treasures up all the historic facts or philosophic truths

in the storehouse of his memory, and leaves the room

enlightened and enriched. Those golden hours are

treasures which he never forgets to count over with

pride and pleasure. The mention of the title of each

well-prized book brings a smile to his face. He has

" lived through " literature, not dreamed over it.

How more than happy, then, is he, when it offers

itself to the tips of his own fingers, when he need

look to no seeing person to step in as an interpreter

between his author and himself! This is the Avork to

which the most earnest energies of the friends of the

blind should now be directed ; namely, the foundation of

a choice library of embossed books for then- personal

use. The noble thoughts of great minds were never

meant to be shut off from those who. are bereft of sight.

Nay, how gratifying must it be to an author to see that

his works have been laid open for then- use ! It is as if

they had been translated into another language, so

difficult is the process which has to be gone through

before the " open sesame " can be pronounced. But

the results thus far attained amply counterbalance the

obstacles which have been encountered, and bid us to

carry forward the enterprise of embossing books and

constructing tangible apparatus, which was commenced

in Boston forty-nine years ago.
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This beneficent undertaking was the ofi'spiing of

pure benevolence. It was adopted and improved by

the fertile mind of Dr. Howe, cherished in its infancy

by his warm enthusiasm and indomitable energy, and

brought to maturity by the liberal contributions of

some of the most distinguished members of our com-

munity. Works of various kinds have been published

either by subscription or at the expense of generous

and noble individuals ; but these, compared with the

riches of the realm of literature enjoyed by those who

are blessed with sight, are but as a few crumbs, insuffi-

cient to satisfy the intellectual hunger of the blind.

More are absolutely needed.

New Books and Donations.

During the past year the work of our printing-oifice

has been carried on vigorously, and several new

volumes have been added to the list of our publications.

We have reprinted from our own fund those admira-

ble books for children, which the superintendent of the

public schools and our oAvn president. Dr. Eliot, and Mr.

Henry Cabot Lodge, have given to the juvenile world

;

namely, " Six Stories from the Arabian Nights " and

" Twelve Popular Tales." The munificence of one of

the kindest friends and noblest benefactors of the blind,

at whose expense Higginson's " Young Folks' History

of the United States " was embossed and electrotyped

last year, and whose modesty withholds his name from

the public ken, has enabled us to prosecute the

publication of the manuals of ancient and mediaeval

history without interruption. The Rev. Photius F'isk

of tne United-States Navy, a native of Greece and well
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known for various philanthropic deeds, has made a

generous donation for embossing the history of his

fatherland, which was accompanied by the following

correspondence :
—

Boston, Feb. 24, 1880.

Friend Anagnos, — I send you herewith the sum of five

hundred dollars in gold to be used by the Perkins Institution and

Massachusetts School for the Blind in the publication of an

edition of the history of Greece, which I understand is much

needed. Hoping that such publication will be of great service to

all who are so unfortunate as to be deprived of the inestimable

gift of sight, I am, ver}' truh', &c.,
PHOTIUS FISK,

U. S. Navy.

South Bostok, Feb. 25, 1880.

My dear Mr. Fisk, — I know not how to thank you for this

renewed proof of your goodness toward our school. Your

munificent present was duly received, and, I assure you, it moved

me deeply. Of all the monuments which you have been erecting,

and the generous acts which 3'ou are incessantly performing, this

is undoubtedly the most enduring and most beneficent ; for it adds

oil to the lamp which lightens the intellectual horizon of a large

class of our fellow-men, and serves as a beacon to lead them to

the shore of knowledge, independence, and happiness. There is

no calculating the good which it will do to our sightless children.

May you, my dear friend, be rewarded for 3'our noble kindness

and generosity, and may your example be followed by those who

have the stewardship of riches.

I shall have the greatest pleasure in carrying out your most

benevolent plan. Your name will stand with those of Peter C.

Brooks, John C. Gray, Samuel May, John Preston, Amos A.

Lawrence, Charles Dickens, Thomas Roche, and others of our

most prized benefactors, Avhose generosity has aided Dr. Howe in

opening the realm of literature to the blind.

Believe me, my dear Mr. Fisk, with the kindest regards and

heartfelt thanks, faithfully yours,^
M. ANAGNOS.
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Another kind friend of the bhnd, Mrs. Juha B.

Paine, has contributed one hundred dollars towards

the expense of the juvenile series ; and Mr. Henry

B. Rogers, whose beneficent acts are numerous in our

community, has added one thousand dollars to the

permanent fund of our printing-office.

Through these and many other generous gifts

pre\dously made, new paths of knowledge and happi-

ness have been opened to the blind. Hundreds of

them have felt in their solitude and darkness how

cheering and useful is intellectual light. But what

they have already received is not enough. They ask

for more. Shall their call be heeded? May we not

hope that the voice of the same benevolence which

has inspired the hearts of so many noble men and

women with a desire to ameliorate the lot of those

whose night endures from the cradle to the grave

will whisper to others of high aim and purpose, " Go

ye and do likewise "
?

' Improvements in the Printing Department.

Our printing-office has recently undergone thorough

renovation in every direction, and its working capacities

have been greatly increased. It has been supplied

with new machinery, types, cases, appliances, fixtures,

and conveniencies of the most approved kind, and put

in an excellent condition to do good and steady service.

Of the improvements introduced since the reconstruc-

tion of this department, the two most important

deserve a brief mention here :
—

First., the completion of the " Howe Memorial

Press" and its work.
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Second, the contrivance of a mode of electrotyping

specially adapted for our purpose.

J. Hoive Memorial Press. — It has been found neces-

sary to make some alterations and improvements in

this press since its completion. It is now perfect in

every particular, and the following cut gives a correct

idea of its form and style :
—

The above illustration shows clearly that the press

is compact in form, and very simple in construction.

It is of the type known as the platen press, as dis-

tinguished from the cylinder one. Solidity and

strength are its main characteristics. Although it

resembles ordinary machines of a similar pattern in

some respects, it differs from them very essentially in

others. The bed is raised and lowered vertically by

a toggle joint, which is impelled directly by a connect-

ing-rod two and one half inches in diameter, and not
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by the action of a cam and gooseneck, as in the Adams

Printing-Press. The complication of parts in the old-

style platen presses has been entirely avoided in ours,

and, by some very ingenious mechanical devices planned

by the manager of our printing-office, Mr. Dennis A,

Reardon, and designed and executed by the manufac-

turer, Mr. Francis Meisel, valuable improvements

have been introduced. The masterly arrangement for

automatic feed and delivery is not the least among

these improvements. The press is sound in mechanism,

and complete in all its appointments. It embosses

eight hundred leaves per hour, and its work is so

superior in point of legibility, height of relief, and

evenness of impression, to any thus far produced, that

it receives the cordial approbation and unreserved

connnendation of all who are familiar with the subject.

The venerable and esteemed principal of the Pennsyl-

vania institution for tlie blind, Mr. William Chapin,—
than whom there is no better judge in the matter of

embossing books,— having examined a few pages of

our new print, writes as follows :
" The specimen

sent me of the work of the Howe Memorial Press is

certainly as near perfection as any relief work can be.

It is beautiful." The accomplished principal of the

Ontario institution for the blind, Mr. J. Howard

Hunter, a thorough scholar and an unbiassed critic,

states the results of his observations in the following

words :
" The authors selected are exceedingly well

chosen, the selections manifestly showing a thorough

consideration of the requirements of the blind ; and as

to the paper, typography, and mechanical execution,

it is difficult to see how they can possibly be surpassed.
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The typography is extraordinarily fine, the relief being

brought up to a very unusual fulness and height:

the words fairly leap off the book." Mr. Morrison

Heady, the deaf and blind author and inventor, and

a constant reader of embossed books of various kinds,

speaks thus: "Your print is indeed beautiful, the

relief being wonderfully clear-cut, uniform, and sus-

tained ; and I believe that the letters are as distinctly

legible to the touch as the Roman alphabet, so closely

imitated, is capable of being made." The superin-

tendent of the Louisiana institution for the blind, Mr.

P. Lane, who is also an expert in raised print, writes

as follows :
" The typography of the history of the

celebrated diamonds is excellent. The distinctness

of relief and firmness of surface present all the condi-

tions of easy legibility. . . . The print is as nearly

perfect as relief print can be." Mrs. A. D. Lord of

the New-York State institution, who has for many years

been especially successful in teaching blind persons of

all ages to read, says that one of her pupils, on taking

up one of our recent publications, remarked, " It rests

me to read this print after my fingers have grown tired

with other books." The principal of the Minnesota in-

stitution for the blind. Professor J. J. Dow,— under

whose able management the young school is doing ex-

cellent work, and is rapidly advancing to the front ranks

among establishments of this kind,— writes as follows :

" I am highly pleased with the appearance of the

books ordered of you, and feel constrained to say that

we have never received a more valuable addition to our

raised-print library, both as regards the intrinsic worth
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of the matter selected for publication, and the manner

in which the work is done."

These, and seA^eral other testimonials of a similar na-

ture, given by competent judges, show how perfect is

the w^ork of the Howe Memorial Press, and how supe-

riot in more points than one are the books issued by it.

II. Electrotype Plates.— An important step has been

made during the past year toward the solution of one

of the most difficult problems in the work of embossing

books for the blind. We refer to the process of stereo-

typing.

The ordinary modes of casting metal plates either by

the clay or by the i^apier-mache process have been

tried in succession, and proved very unsatisfactory.

Several of our early publications have been stereotyped

by the former method at considerable expense. The

plates produced by either of these two processes, as

well as those procured by means of thin brass foil

embossed from them by strong pressure, and filled in

on the back with cement, have been, and in the nature

of things must always be, defective. They can never

give an absolutely uniform and perfect impression.

The lines of the letters embossed from plates made by

these processes are either thinner or thicker than

those of the types from which they are taken, and are

generally uneven.

During the past few years the common method of

electrotyping has been employed in our printing-office

to great advantage, and the permanence of some of our

recent publications has been secured by these means

;

but even the electrotype plates, although far superior to

those produced by any other method, were far from
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being perfect in every particular. In most of them

there was a want of evenness and exactness of outhne,

and a lack of uniformity in relief, which was especially

noticeable in the embossed work of such a powerful

press as ours. Through the ingenuity and persistent

endeavors of the manager of our printing department,

an improvement on the process of electrotyping has

been devised, by means of which an exact copy of the

faces and shoulders of the types can be transferred to a

copper shell, while the cost is reduced to the lowest pos-

sible point. This process is very simple. A wax

matrix is procured from the type form by means of a

very powerful press. The mould thus obtained is

coated with plumbago in order to form a metallic con-

tinuity for the passage of the electric current, and is

placed in a tank. A battery is then applied which

causes the uniform deposit of copper on the surface of

the wax matrix. Thus a shell is made, which, when

it has attained the required thickness, is removed from

the mould. The lines of this shell are filled on the

reverse side with melted tin, which is rubbed down to a

true surface, and which renders them perfectly solid.

Plates of absolute uniformity, and of a thickness of about

one thu'ty-second of an mch, are thus finished, and made

ready for the press. These plates have been used in

our printing-office with entire satisfaction. The impres-

sion obtauied from them is well nigh perfect. A num-

ber of pages of the histories of Greece and Rome and

of the Popular Tales were embossed from them; and

no one could perceive any difference between these

pages and those printed from the type forms themselves.

In addition to the above-named improvements, a num-
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ber of- others of a minor character have been made in the

printing department of this institution during the past

year. Two smaller presses, one for taking proof and

embossing writing-cards, and the other for ink print,

have been procured. All possible measures have been

taken to improve the quality of embossed publications,

and great efforts have been made to increase their num-

ber while reducing their cost. The paper which we use

is made expressly for us from selected materials and

with an uncommonly strong fibre, and no pains have

been spared to have our books not only neatly but sub-

stantially bound.

Thus our printing-office is complete in all its appoint-

ments, and well equipped with the necessary appliances

for carrying on its work on a broad scale steadily and

vigorously. All that is now needed to promote its use-

fulness and make it what it ought to be— a perennial

source of blessing to the blind— is a permanent fund,

the income of which should be sufficient to defray its

expenses. Doubtless there are many benevolent per-

sons in our community who, if they understood the

workings of this grand enterprise, would be willing to

contribute to its success from their abundance. To

them, and to all generous people whose hearts can be

touched by the magnitude of the calamity of blindness

and the needs of its victims, we appeal, and beg them

to consider the claims of those members of the human

family who cannot feast, as they do, at the broad table

of universal literature, but to whose touch a few of its

choicest morsels may be adapted if the means are given

to us. A select library for their use is truly a great

monument to benevolence and humanitv ; and we can-
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not but hope that some one will undertake to erect it in

the near future.

Work Department for Adults.

This department continues to be conducted on the

system adopted many years ago, and the general princi-

ples of its administration do not differ in any essential

point from those which govern ordinary business estab-

lishments.

During the past twelve months, the receipts of the

workshop from all sources have amounted to $13,943.07,

being more by f 1,571.83 than those of the previous

year.

The expenses for all purposes have been $15,163.21.

Thus the balance against the department is $990.03,

whereas the sum of $1,890.47 was paid out of the

treasury of the institution the previous year.

The number of blind persons employed in this depart-

ment was nineteen, and the amount paid in cash to

them as wages for their work was $3,186.72, or $50.11

more than in 1879.

This resume of the accounts of the workshop tells its

story plainly. It shows clearly that there is nothing in

the present condition and prospects of the institution

which calls more emphatically for immediate considera-

tion and definite action than the financial state of this

department. Nor can temporary relief afford by any

means adequate remedy. It is a necessity of the high-

est importance that something should be done without

delay to protect the treasury of the establishment from

this constant and almost chronic drain.

As we have repeatedly stated in our annual reports.
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the workshop for adults has been a blessmg to bUnd

persons, and its preservation is a great boon to many of

them. It has supphed them with remunerative occupa-

tion, and thus rescued them from the grasp of poverty

and the degradation of the almshouse. It has smoothed

the pathway of life to those on whom the hand of afflic-

tion pressed heavily, and has enabled them to secure for

themselves, by industry and diligence, the comforts of

home and the inestimable enjoyments of domestic hap-

piness. When, therefore, we reflect upon facts so vital

and so pregnant with the whole future of a large num-

ber of blind persons, we must patiently but persistently

present the case to our fellow-citizens, upon whose gen-

erosity and liberal patronage the very existence of this

department rests, before haAdng recourse to the extreme

measure of discontinuing it.

We need hardly say that there will be no want of

eff"ort on our part to continue to uphold the industrial

department for adults and cidtivate this special field of

beneficence in the future as we have done in the past.

But we beg to report that, in order to be able to do so,

our hands must be strengthened by an endowment,—
the income of which shall be sufficient to pay the rent

and all the necessary expenses of the salesrooms,— as

well as by an increase of patronage. Our rules, ar-

rangements, and supplies of stock are such as to facili-

tate the prompt and faithful execution of all orders left

at the office, No. 37 Avon street, for new mattresses,

pillows, bolsters, comforters, and feather beds ; for dress-

ing, cleansing, and making over old ones ; for repairing

and re-upholstering all kinds of parlor furniture; for

re-seating cane-bottomed chairs ; for tuning and repair-
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ing piano-fortes ; for supplying churches and vessels

with cushions; for brooms, brushes, door-mats, and the

like. We solicit orders for all these on a strictly busi-

ness footing. The articles manufactured are warranted

to be of the best materials and faithfully made up.

Pains are taken by fidelity in the work and by all

other means to render our industrial department one of

the best and most rehable concerns of its kind in the

city. We invoke for it the patronage and the serious

consideration of all men and women who are truly inter-

ested in benevolent and philanthropic objects.

Retrospective View of the Work of the School.

Before bringing this, the forty-ninth in our series of

public reports, to a close, we cannot forbear indulging

in a few remarks of a retrospective character.

It is now almost half a century since the attention of

a small band of benevolent citizens of Boston, given

for the first time on this continent to the consideration

of the condition of the blind, resulted in the founda-

tion of this institution. It is just fifty years since Dr.

Howe, at the suggestion of Dr. John D. Fisher, entered

upon this enterprise, and sailed for Europe for the pur-

pose of visiting establishments of a similar kind already

in operation there, examining the methods of instruc-

tion therein employed, engaging the services of compe-

tent teachers, and procuring specimens of embossed

books and tangible apparatus. Two generations have

nearly passed away since the school entered upon its

career of usefulness, and not one of its original project-

ors and benefactors, who reared the foundations care-

fully in its infancy and worked so assiduously for its

maturity and success, is now living.
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In looking back at that period, and comparing the

present social and moral status ^nd the prospects of the

blind with what they then were, we cannot but see that

a great work has been accomplished.

Since the foundation of our school the mind of the

country has become so convinced of the justice and

benevolence of the cause, that at least twenty-nine insti-

tutions have been established in different states, devoted

to this special field of human culture. About two thou-

sand children are at this moment pupils of these schools,

and about six thousand have already gone forth from

them, having received instruction in various branches,

intellectual, artistic, and mechanical. It is very encour-

aging to note how large a number of these graduates

have been able to fight the battle of life successfully,

and have been not only useful but happy men. It is

gratifying to know that in most cases education has so

formed their principles and regulated their conduct,

that, as they have mingled in society and engaged in

business occupations, they have established a character

for honor and integrity, and have obtained positions of

trust and profit, from which they must othermse have

been excluded.

These facts are indeed remarkable, and ought to bear

with them much satisfaction and hopefulness. But the

advancement hitherto eff'ected should be regarded as

merely a prelude to that which is to come. Half a

century is not a long period in the history of such a

movement as this, and the art of educating the blind

and awakening in them individual force and creative

ability is still to be considered as comparatively recent.

The torch of science is now, moreover, sending forth
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such a clear and constant flame, and throwing such

abundance of hght mto every department of human

thought, that what seemed to be excellent ten or twenty

years ago may prove very incomplete and deficient if

seen by its rays. Thus it is necessary for us to advance

our standard continually in order to keep pace with the

times, and carry the enterprise forward with ever-new

vigor and energy, stimulated, by the success of the past,

to greater achievements in the future.

General Remarks.

In taking leave of the members of the corporation,

we are happy to state that the aff"airs and interests

of the institution have been so managed as to re-

ceive our approbation, and that its usefulness and

importance are growing from year to year. From

comparatively small beginnings the establishment has

become an educational agency of great power and in-

fluence, constituting as it does an important link in

the chain of our public schools, and co-operating with

them in the fair distribution of knowledge among all

classes of children.

It is to the credit of our community and to the

honor of the state, that the institution stands to-day

in the front rank of establishments of its kind as far

as regards the completeness of its appointments,* the

breadth of its purpose, the comprehensiveness of its

objects, the liberality of its policy, and the efliciency

of its methods of instruction and training.

It is very gratifying to our board to be able to

bear witness to the ability, zeal, and fidelity of the

teachers and oflScers upon whom devolve the labor
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and responsibility of carrying on the work of the in-

stitution in its various departments.

The trustees again extend a cordial invitation to

the members of the corporation and to those of the

executive of the commonwealth and of the legisla-

ture, as well as to the chief magistrates and other

officials of all the New-England States, to visit the

school as often as they can, and to see for themselves

the condition of the household, the progress of the

pupils, and the benefits which they are deriving from

the public aid afforded to them.

Commending the institution and all the interests of

the blind to the representatives of the people, upon

whose fairness and sense of justice the majority of

our pupils depend for their education, to the benev-

olent, the intelligent, the wise and good everywhere,

from many of whom we continually receive indica-

tions of sympathy and friendly approbation in our

work, we close this report.

All which is respectfully submitted by

ROBERT E. APTHORP,
JOHN S. DWIGHT,
JOSEPH B. GLOVER,

J. THEODORE HEARD,
HENRY LEE HIGGINSON,

JAMES H. MEANS,
ANDREW P. PEABODY,
EDWARD N. PERKINS,

JOSIAH QUINCY,

SAMUEL G. SNELLING,

JAMES STURGIS,

GEORGE W. WALES,
Trustees.
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South Boston, Oct. 13, 1880.

At the annual meeting of the corporation, summoned accord-

ing to the b^'-laws, and held this day at the institution, the

foregoing was accepted, and ordered to be printed, together

with the reports of the director and treasurer and the usual ac-

companying documents ; and the ofllcers for the ensuing j-ear

were elected.

M. ANAGNOS, Secretary.
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THE REPOET OF THE DIRECTOR.

To THE Board of Trustees.

Gentlemen^— I have the honor to submit to your con-

sideration the customary annual report on the workings

of the institution and the management of its internal

affairs.

It is a pleasure to review the history of such an au-

spicious year as the last has been, and to place its work

on record ; to note the progress that has been effected

;

to commend to your attention certain measures, the

adoption of which would, in my judgn;^ent, tend to

advance the interests and promote the welfare of the

school ; and to present such thoughts and suggestions

on the education of the blind in general as come within

the scope of a document of this kind.

No interruption or disturbance has occurred to inter-

fere with the usual quiet course of things, and the year

has not been marked by any uncommon events.

The various departments of the institution have been

conducted with ability and discretion, and the labors

of the year have been productive of very satisfactory

results.

The teachers and officers have been faithful in the

performance of their duties, and have done all in their

power to improve the minds and elevate the character

of those placed under their charge.
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Good order has prevailed at all times ; and the pupils

have, as a general rule, responded with cheerfulness,

a»d in a manly spuit, to the requirements of those in

authority, and have shown a real interest in their work.

I may safely state here that the institution never

stood higher in these respects than at present.

The ordinary means and methods of intellectual,

moral, musical, and technical instruction and training,

have been steadily pursued with such improvements,

modifications, and additions, as experience has suggested

and progress has seemed to require.

A judicious division of the time into the hours of

study, practice on musical instruments, handicraft, exer-

cise, and rest, has been made as heretofore ; and its

legitimate results may be easily seen in the happiness

and contentment of the scholars, as well as in their

healthy appearance, and their advancement in their

studies.

The aims and purposes of the school have been

constantly kept in view ; and pains have been taken to

enlarge our collections of specimens and appliances

adapted to the sense of touch, and to procure such

facilities as w^ould contribute to the thorough training

of the pupils.

All the systematic arrangements pertaining to the

internal economy of the establishment which have here-

tofore proved satisfactory have not only been preserved?

but improved more or less, so as to secure thorough

efficiency in the management of the various details of

the household, and regularity in the movements of the

domestic machinery.

The general interest which the community has always



40 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

shown in all questions relating to the education and

welfare of the blind has been fully sustained during

the past year, and the principles and policy which were

inculcated at the commencement of the institution by

its great founder are bearing abundant fruit.

Number of Inmates.

The total number of blind persons connected with

the various departments of the institution at the begin-

ning of the past year, as teachers, pupils, employes, and

work men and women, was 162. There have since been

admitted 17; 23 have been discharged, making the

present total number 156. Of these, 137 are in the

school proper, and 19 in the workshop for adults.

The first class includes 125 boys and girls enrolled as

pupils, 8 teachers, and 4 domestics. Of the pupils

there are now 57 boys and 47 girls in attendance, 13

of the former and ' 8 of the latter being absent on ac-

count of physical disability, or from other causes.

The second class comprises 16 men and 3 women,

employed in the industrial department for adults.

Of the 156 blind persons connected with the institu-

tion 151 belong to New England, and 5 have come to

us from the West and South,— one from each of the

states of Minnesota, Michigan, New York, Ohio, and

Tennessee. A sixth, belonging to Indiana, is about to

be admitted. Some of these young men have already

passed through the course of study pursued at the

several institutions of their respective states, and have

graduated from them. They have come to Boston for

the purpose of pursuing their musical education further,

and of acquiring the art of tuning piano-fortes, both

theoretically and practically.



1880.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 41

Graduates and their General Success.

Six of those whose connection with the institution

terminated at the end of the last school session were

regular graduates, having gone through the entire

course of study and training given here, and receiving

diplomas at the close of the term. They have all

labored faithfully and assiduously to qualify themselves

for a career of activity and usefulness, and are all well

fitted to enter the arena of practical life, and to become

self-supporting.

I may add, in this connection, that we continue

to receive interesting and favorable accounts from a

large number of our graduates, who are succeed-

ing remarkably well m obtaining a comfortable living,

and are respected as useful citizens. Many of these

have had great obstacles to overcome at the outset, and

all of them have had to fight their way, more or less,

through the clouds of incredulity and common prejudice

as to then- ability and skill to pursue any of the liberal

professions, or to work at any of the mechanic arts.

But, by diligent application and exemplary conduct,

they have conquered all difficulties, and have not only

taken their places in the ranks of society, but have, in

some instances, even gained a certain degree of distinc-

tion.

Sanitary Condition.

The general health of the household throughout the

year has been excellent. No epidemic of any kind has

prevailed, and no case of death or of serious illness

has occurred. This is the more extraordinary when

we recollect the natural physical debility of the pupils,

and their low stamina.
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In a large number of cases blindness is caused by

some severe illness in early life, which often leaves an

indelible impression on the constitution, and renders it

more liable to the attacks of disease ever after. In

another class of those who come under our care, the

extinction of sight is simply a visible symptom of some

latent organic disorder; and in still another, which is

quite numerous, dimness of vision is produced by what

is called, in general terms, scrofula. This disease is

usually hereditary, or, when not so, results from want of

proper regard to diet, exercise, and habits of personal

cleanliness during the early years of childhood. If left

unchecked, it undermines the constitution, wastes its

vitality, and leads to consumption and other fatal dis-

orders. The fact is, that either from the same causes

which bring about the loss of sight, or in consequence

of the effects of this misfortune, and the habits which

it superinduces upon its victims, there are but very. few

among the blind who may be considered as typical speci-

mens of perfect health. I am aware that this is a very

serious statement, but it is as true as it is grave.

The healthfulness of the mental life and activity of

our pupils depends solely upon the soundness of their

material organism ; that is, the physical condition which

secures the uniform and regular performance of all the

functions of the body arising from the harmonious action

of every one of its parts. Hence all possible means are

taken in our institution for the improvement an^ con-

servation of the health of the household, and no object

is considered of greater importance than that of care-

fully and wisely guarding against any and all influences

that would impair or endanger it. Our sanitary arrange-
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ments and hygienic regulations are most cautiously made

;

cleanliness and regular habits of life are strictly enforced

upon all, and special attention is paid to the preparation,

quality, quantity, and variety of food, which is one of

the fundamental agencies in the promotion of physical

well-being, since from it is obtained the material neces-

sary for the growth of the body, and for the supply of

the waste occasioned by muscular and mental action.

It should be remarked, however, that in all changes of

diet the real, and not the imaginary, wants of the pupils

are consulted. For it is often the case that a false de-

mand is created by injudicious supplies, which becomes

imperious in after life.

Objects and Scope of the Education of the Blind.

The subject of education is one which has occupied

many of the greatest minds from the remotest times

down to the present day. Philosophers and writers

have earnestly discussed and variously defined it. " I

call that education," says Fellenberg, " which embraces

the culture of the whole man with all his faculties,

subjecting his senses, his understanding, and his passions,

to reason and to conscience." According to Dugald

Stewart, " To educate is to cultivate the principles of

man's nature, both speculative and active, in such a

manner as to bring them to the greatest perfection of

which they are susceptible." Richter observes that

" education should bring to light the ideal of the indi-

vidual." Horace Mann remarks that, " it is to inspire

truth as the supreme good, and to clarify the vision of

the intellect to discern it ;
" and Herbert Spencer sums

up its functions as teaching us "in what way to treat



44 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

the body, in what way to treat the mind, in what way

to behave as a citizen, in what way to utilize all those

sources of happiness which nature supplies, how to use

our faculties to the greatest advantage of ourselves and

others, how to live completely."

But, be the definitions of writers what they may, and

let their opinions on the subject differ as'widely as they

can, the end and aim of education is now clearly under-

stood as being to promote and guide the harmonious

and normal growth of children, to unfold all their fac-

ulties and powers systematically and symmetrically, to

impart to them the greatest possible capacity of thought

and action, and to make of them complete human

beings, endowed with a healthy and beautiful physical

formation, with broad and enlightened minds, and with

dignified and firm sentiments. In other words, its

object is to give humanity its fuUest expansion, its most

perfect development.

Education begins almost spontaneously in the earliest

stages of childhood with a mother's glance ; with a

father's nod of approbation or sign of reproof ; a sister's

gentle pressure of the hand ; an elder brother's generous

attention ; a handful of flowers gathered in the green

meadows ; the thoughts directed in sweet and kindly

tones and words to nature and beauty, to goodness

and truth. This is all well and good as far as it goes,

but it is not all sufficient. Something more is re-

quired ; and this is a system of trauiing so well organ-

ized and so completely arranged as to nurture and bring

to the highest maturity the intelligence and the moral

nature ~in children ; to foster budding capacities for

good, and even for what is great and noble in charac-
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ter ; to endow them with, free and full use of all their

powers, and make them natural, modest, frank, and

real ; and, finally, to give a sufficient scope for the

development of those activities which, in their combina-

tion, constitute life.

Such are, in brief, the ends and aims of education,

and such the requirements for their accomplishment.

But, while its general principles and essential laws are

equally applicable to both seeing and blind youth, the

means and methods, as well as the mechanical appli-

ances and apparatus employed in the training of the

latter, compared with those used in the ordinary educa-

tional systems, must be as much more varied and

comprehensive as the peculiarities and obstacles are

greater in the one case than in the other.

In the case of ordinary children all the natural chan-

nels of communication between the mind and the exter-

nal world are open. Sensation is a law of their being

;

perception is the next direct step from it ; and then

recognition, conception, memory, comparison, ratiocina-

tion, judgment, and imagination, as naturally follow.

Educated by these simple intellectual operations, their

attention naturally turns inward, and, with the exercise

of consciousness, children become capable of compre-

hending the laws and principles of their own minds.

The will undergoes a simultaneous development through

the reciprocating influences of intelligence and volition.

In the case of the blind, one of the broadest and

most important avenues of sense, through which at

least one-third of the nervous impressions necessary

for sensation and consciousness pass to the sensorium,

is entirely closed. This obstruction between the mind
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and the outer world, aside from undermining the vital-

ity of the physical organization, acts as a disturbing

force in the order of the development of the various

intellectual and moral faculties which go to form char-

acter, and renders its victims as ^^eak and irresolute

in thought and purpose as they are feeble and flabby

in fibre. Its effects, as seen in a large number of in-

dividuals, are somewhat like those of light coming

upon a plant from one side only, and causing it to

grow crooked. They constitute a novel phasis of

human development, which is surely worth the careful

study of scientific men. Owing to their infirmity, the

sensations of the blind are, in the natural order of

things, imperfect. They awaken indistinct and limited

perceptions, and consequently the intellectual processes

that follow will be feeble. For the operation of the

higher functions of the mind in solving the problems

of thought and in arriving at just conclusions depends

upon the faithfulness with which the powers of per-

ception have been cultivated, and upon the variety and

quality of the materials which these powers have gath-

ered. F^rom insufficient data and incorrect premises

no right conclusions can be reached. Such are some

of the most striking effects of the obstruction of the

visual sense.

In arranging a system for the instruction and train-

ing of the blind, special cognizance should be taken

of the physical peculiarities and psychological phe-

nomena arising from their infirmity ; and efficient means

should be employed for reducing its consequences to

the minimum, for counteracting its undesirable effects

as far as may be, for building up the whole character



1880.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 47

of its victims, and for raising them as hear as possible

to the social and moral standard of the community.

Careful attention to the thorough cultivation of the

remaining senses is not the least of these means,

since it is an undisputed fact, that, by proper train-

ing and efficient exercise, they acquire a power which

is quite remarkable, and which, although it cannot

substitute the specific functions of sight, yet goes far

enough to serve as a compensation in the pursuit of

knowledge.

The education of the blind, as well as that of all

classes of children, is purely an inductive science ; and

its principles and rules must be based upon a long

and careful observation of the manifestations of the

mind, presented in its several stages of growth, and

must aim at the full development of the powers of

its recipients. It was upon this groundwork that the

great benefactor of the blind. Dr. Howe, aided by t>he

light of his day, labored through life with marvellous

success to rear the structure. But unhappily this in-

teresting science does not seem to keep pace with the

march of progress, and, as it now exists in many

places, is even little less than empirical. It is founded

on no rigid laws gathered from the systematic obser-

vation of the physical difficulties and the consideration

of the various effects arising from the loss of sight.

Nor is its practice sufficiently consistent to deserve the

title of an art. This result is owing, not so much to

the uncertainties surrounding the subject, as to the

lack of scientific training and scholarly attainments in

its expounders. I am aware that in making this

assertion, even with the kindest intention, I am touch-
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ing upon a very sensitive point; but loyalty to truth

and justice to the cause itself compel me to forego

my personal feelings, and to state candidly that no

educational enterprise for the blind can succeed, and

no system for their instruction and training can attain

perfection and bear ripe fruit, unless those who control

it be men of superior talents and learning, able to

branch oif from the beaten tracks of mere routine

work, and follow progress in its higher flights, and

unless its importance be so fully recognized by the

community at large that the gates of the temples in

which the enterprise is enshrined are hermetically

closed against the whirlwinds of partisan strife and

capricious favoritism, which too often bring with them

confusion and desolation. '

The success and happiness of the blind lie in the

thoroughness of their education, and in the just pro-

portion in which theh faculties are developed, their

powers increased, and their sentiments refined. The

provisions made for their instruction and training, both

intellectual and professional, must be so skilfully and

wisely administered as to enable them to reap the

greatest possible amount of good, to enter the domain

of social and mdustrial activities, to assume the re-

sponsibilities and enjoy the privileges of citizenship,

and fully to realize the grandeur of the continuity of

intellectual tradition, thus taking an active part in all

movements concerning human affairs, and toiling cheer-

fully in the ranks of their fellow-men. As Geoffrey

Saint-Hilaire's mental vision was brought to such a

point of clearness that the loss of the sense of sight

did not prevent him from beholding the future of



1880.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 49

zoology, so his brethren in misfortune may be raised

by earnest and incessant effort to such an intellectual

and moral height as to be able to look with the eye

of faith and hope beyond the trials which now shroud

their lot, and " the struggle for the survival of the

fittest," and gaze on the blaze of the great destinies

of humanity. »

When education is so well organized as to tend to

transfer the allegiance of all races and classes of people

to the wider interests of culture, freedom, and civiliza-

tion, and rises to be the handmaid of ethical purpose,

then and then only may it worthily take its place beside

the grandest products of human development, having

,as its objects to enrich and beautify the lives of men by

tuning them unconsciously into harmony with whatever

is noblest in nature and m humanity.

The Various Departments of the Institution.

It is obvious from the above remarks that the first

and most fundamental principle in the work of the

institution is to unfold the mental faculties and

strengthen the bodily powers of its beneficiaries in

definite order by regular and constant exercises adapted

to the requirements of their case ; to train them up in

virtuous and industrious habits ; to increase, by thorough

cultivation, the quickness and accuracy of their remain-

ing senses ; and to develop to the utmost extent all their

capacities and aptitudes, so that the abse;nce of sight

may not be for them a bar to social relationship upon

terms of entire equality.

Our system of education is, no doubt, far from being

perfect in every detail, or complete in all its appoint-
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ments ; but it is on the whole sound in principle, practi-

cal in its purposes, broad in its views, liberal in its

policy, and well adapted to the wants and peculiarities

of the class of children for whose special benefit it is

intended.

The principal instrumentalities employed for carrying

out this system, although they have been repeatedly set

forth in former 'reports, may be again briefly stated as

follows :
— \

Firsts instruction in stich branches of study as consti-

tute the curriculum of our best common schools and

academies.

Secondly, lessons and practice in music, both vocal

and instrumental.

Thirdly, systematic instruction in the theory and

practice of the art of tuning piano-fortes.

Fourthly, training in one or more simple trades, and

work at some mechanical or domestic occupation.

Fifthly, regular gymnastic drill under the care of

competent teachers, and plenty of exercise in the open

air.

Of the working and effects of these instrumentalities

during the past year, a full account will be found*in the

following pages, where each department of the institu-

tion is separately reviewed.

Literary Department.

Man is a hunter of truth ; this is the definition which

Plato gives of him. But the greatest and most luminous

star in the firmament of ideal philosophy omits to point

out the place where human beings can be thoroughly

qualified to follow this pursuit successfully.
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In our own days, in addition to a good and sunny-

home, it would evidently be a well-organized and prop-

erly conducted school or academy. Here light breaks

out of darkness, revealing the wonders of nature and

the accumulated experience of mankind. Here the

intellect is awakened from its winter torpor, and rejoices

in a new and active life. Here the soil of the mind is

carefully cultivated, and enriched with germs which

have in them the virtue of perennial growth. Here

confidence in the native powers and resources is fostered,

and aptitude for invention is stimulated. Finally, here

are provided the necessary means for laying the founda-

tions of a refined and correct taste and of a noble char-

acter.

How great, then, is the responsibility of planning and

organizing a school dedicated to the instruction of

youth, and how delicate and difficult the task of carry-

ing out the workings of its mechanism when once estab-

lished ! Even as the best and most perfectly constructed

clock needs to be wound up at certain intervals, so would

an institution for the training and teaching of children

and youth run down, its machinery grow rusty, and its

hands point stupidly and obstinately to the wrong time

of day, if it were not wound up from time to time.

From the danger of becoming stationary or even ret-

rograde, it has been our constant care to guard the lit-

erary department of this institution as thoroughly and

conscientiously as might be ; and it may safely be said

that these efforts have not proved futile.

The progress of the school during the past year has

been exceedingly satisfactory, and the amount and value

of the work accomplished by both teachers and pupils
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may be weighed by the mental growth of the one and

the increase in power and ability of the other.

The course of study has been arranged in exact

accordance with the needs of each stage of mental

development ; and, as it now stands, it gives the pupils

a fair quota of work without being burdensome or inju-

rious. The branches embraced have been taught in a

simple and thorough manner, and knowledge has been

imparted in the way which science points out and expe-

rience, approves.

At the close of the term a public examination was

held, which was witnessed by the friends of the schol-

ars and several members of your board, and which,

according to the general testimony, would have been

very creditable to any educational establishment.

Some of the pupils have needed occasional correction

as regards their outward behavior ; but more have

requhed to be stimulated to greater energy, and to be

cured of listless and inactive habits. Their progress,

however, has been on the whole of the solid and lasting

kind ; in many cases rapid as well as thorough. They

have been taught to observe carefully, to understand

readily, to reflect accurately and rationally, to express

their ideas concisely, and to use their hands skilfully

;

and have been trained to grow up to be vigorous think-

ers, strong reasoners, and independent workers. Con-

sistency and clearness of views, distinctness of state-

ment, coherence of argument, and absence of repetition

and tautology, have been persistently required in most

of their recitations. In the mean time care has been

taken that acquisition should not go beyond the pale of

mental discipline, and that the taxation of the intellect
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should be kept entirely within the limits of the consti-

tutional capacity and physical endurance of the chil-

dren.

Whatever has been the success of the school, is

mainly due to the zeal and fidelity with which the

teachers have discharged their duties, and to their adapt-

ability for their work. They have endeavored to raise

the intellectual standard as well as the moral tone of

the school, and have met with good success. They

study its best interests, and are diligent and conscien-

tious in their labors to advance them. They strive to

acquaint themselves with the mental condition, habits,

temperament,. and capacity of each individual, so as to

be able to make the necessary allowances and discrimi-

nations. They enforce habits of regularity, punctu-

ality, industry, self-control, and politeness ; but they do

all this with genuine sympathy, and with a patience that

no irritability of temper or dulness of intellect can

exhaust. I can truly say that, in, the dealings of all our

teachers and pupils, Shakspeare's counsel, is often well

carried out :
—

" What thou wilt,

Thou rather shalt euforce it with a smile,

Than hew to't with thy sword."

Most of our instructors, moreover, manifest a sincere

fondness for their work ; and this is an invaluable qual-

ification. Where this love of one's work is found, the

course of things is like the smooth flowing of a stream

sparkling and dancing in the sunlight. But where such

love is wanting, many an eflbrt, like a wave driven on

the beach by a gale, returns bafiled and wasted upon

itself.
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The same system of instruction which has been

described in preceding reports has been pui'sued during

the past year, with such modifications and improve-

ments as the circumstances of particular classes have

seemed to demand, or the light of progress to indicate.

Linguistic formulte, mechanical spelling, dry dates

and tables, vague geographical notions, obscure mathe-

matical abstractions, and all that mass of antiquated

rubbish which has been palmed off on all schools as

educational wealth, has been gradually discarded, and

replaced by more rational methods. Instead of rattling

off definitions of grammar and parsing like automata,

the pupils have been taught to frame sentences and

learn practically the structure of language. Instead of

repeating glibly the contents of a text-book on history,

they have been required to state connectedly and in a

simple manner the most prominent events of the past

and their causes, and, if possible, ^o point out the effects

which they exercised on human affairs. Instead of

shouting out in concert the names of countries, states,

capitals, cities, rivers, and mountains, they have been

instructed first to examine tangible representations of

all parts of the globe, starting from the nearest and

most familiar ones, and then to name them, and state

briefly what they know about them. Instead of gab-

bling the rules of arithmetic like parrots, they have

been trained to solve new and unexpected problems,

Instead of prating forth confused ideas on the external

world .enveloped in misty verbalism, they have been led

to study the rudiments of the natural sciences objec-

tively, and to give a plain account of what they had

learned about them. That system of instruction which
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combines naturalness with scientific efficacy, grace with

vigor, and simpHcity with solidity, calls into exercise

the most useful faculties of the mind, opens to the

pupils vistas of research in the direction of general cul-

ture, and exerts a purifying and elevating influence

upon their character. In the training of children we

must keep constantly in view the creative and produc-

tive divinity of nature, which prefigures and determines

the future plant in the tenderest germ, shields and pro-

tects it carefully, and out of the smallest and simplest

develops gradually, step by step, the highest and noblest.

All available means conducing to the cultivation of

the habit of analytical observation have been eagerly

employed in our school. This faculty is a very im-

portant factor in education, and should receive all the

attention which can be bestowed upon it. As the young

Apollo is represented by one antique sculptor as watch-

ing the quick and alert movements of the sau^'us, and

divining from its motions things relating to humanity,

so children should be taught to notice or examine every

thing in the outer life of the glad and active earth.

Much of the force which discovers and originates is due

to this faculty. The incident of Archimedes and his

bath illustrates strikingly the efi"ects of habitual obser-

vation.

In the pursuit of knowledge the pupils are generally

inspired with a determination to accomplish whatever

they undertake, rather than with a desire to attempt

great things. By the time that they reach such a de-

gree of self-confidence as to think it within their power

to perform a certain kind of work, they are fully able

to do it. They have learned to believe in their own
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capacity, to trust themselves, and to rely upon their own

resources. As an eminent writer puts it,

—

" Possunt quia, posse viclentur."

Most of the exercises of the school are calculated to

train the senses of the pupils, and to enable them to

perceive accurately, to form exact ideas, and to express

them clearly in simple language. This practice opposes

any tendency to exaggeration or to habitual mistakes,

gives them access to correct and vital knowledge, and,

above all, strengthens the sense and love of truth in

every part of life. The latter quality contains in itself

a potent charm which bears a man safely through the

entanglements of the w^orld. It not only makes him

more simple and natural, and less liable to error, but

it conduces to his highest intellectual development.

Goethe says that the love of truth show^s itself in dis-

covering and appreciating what is good wherever it may

exist.

The communication of knowledge is generally fol-

lowed by an aw^akening of the active powers of the

mind ; so that the pupils seem as if they were discov-

ering truth rather than learning it. The scholar 'be-

comes the potent creator of the study he apprehends.

Sir William Hamilton says that " self-activity is the

indispensable condition of improvement ;
" and too much

care can never be given to the development of this

power. Children often become sick through the evils

following upon the constant reception of knowledge in

a passive manner, and can only be made healthy by

working for its acquisition.

But, while incessant endeavors have been made to
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give systematic instruction to the pupils, developing

their faculties in definite order, and rendering them

obedient to the commands of the central will, pains

have also been taken not to compress the cerebral

structure, which is the seat of their growth, but to

cultivate it, and strengthen it by proper exercise. For

upon the soundness and expansion of this marvellous

organ much of the success of mental training depends.

The broad, large, roomy brain, well balanced and

counterpoised, is capable of taking in many ideas, and

in weighing, comparing, and inwardly digesting them.

The result in the pupil is the ability to form wise con-

clusions, solid arguments, and generous convictions. A
strong intellect, nourished in the convolutions of a

healthful brain, and favored with good powers of acqui-

sition, and liberty to grow in free luxuriance, sends its

roots into the various soils, and draws from them the

constituents of wholesome saps.

On the re-assembling of the school in September, both

pupils and teachers entered on their duties with renewed

zeal, and the opening of the year seems to be very

auspicious.

Object Teaching.

" Novns reriim nnscitur ordo."

A marked change has taken place in our day in all

the methods, not only of thought, but of instruction.

The philosopher turns from the study to the laboratory.

The natural sciences are raised to a post of dignity

which they have never before held in the learned

world. In the schoolroom the perfect cast or statue

takes the place of the only half-suggestive wood-cut.
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The flat-faced wall-map swells into the highly embossed

chart or globe. There is a strong re-action against

mere hearsay knowledge, a wish to touch and handle

objects of interest, instead of merely reading about

and describing them. With this change in the study

and the schoolroom, many of the elements of mere rou-

tine and red tape have been cast aside. The duties

of a teacher are now almost professional, when their

present is compared with their past extent. It no longer

suffices for the instructor to read his explanations from

a book alone. He must give them from his own

thoughts, and must therefore be thoroughly prepared

for the lesson beforehand. He must also be more or

less of a scientist, if he wishes to keep pace with the

spirit of the day.

The re-action in favor of objective teaching, which has

come in with the tendency towards greater thoroughness

in all branches, may no doubt be pushed too far
;
yet

there can be no question that the present movement is

one which can be utilized to a very great extent in the

instruction and training of the blind.

Many of the appliances and a great part of the appa-

ratus manufactured for ordinary school uses at the pres-

ent day are of a nature equally well adapted for the

instruction and training of our pupils ; and the education

of the seeing, as it advances, carries that of the blind

in its train. The conceptions of the mind on material

subjects, imaided by any outward sense, are as vague in

those who can see as in the sightless ; and the little blind

girl who said that a hen had three legs is hardly more

an object of pity than the child at the Isle of Shoals

who " had never seen a horse, but had once beheld a

picture of one."
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So prone is the mind to create images, whether true

or false, that we often find ourselves surprised or almost

shocked, on seeing a new scene or person for the first

time, to discover that the reality has dared to difi'er from

the image preconceived in our fancy. The mind of

blind persons is equally quick in forming images of this

sort, even as we ourselves see quite as lively shapes

when our eyes are closed in sleep as at noonday. Even

Laura Bridgman exercises this universal human privi-

lege. Her description, given to Professor Hall, of the

dream in which she thought she saw God, was very

touching and beautiful.

INow comes the wonderful plastic skill of the present

era of objective development, and furnishes to the eyes

of the seeing and the fingers of the Wind the shapes

for which they have so long groped in darkness and

doubt.

Perfect imitations of the human frame, whole and in

parts, life-size and diminished, manikins and dissected

models, are made with exquisite fidelity to nature, and

can be purchased at comparatively moderate rates con-

sidering their really inestimable value. Animals and

plants are also brought within the pupils' ken in all

their beauty and completeness. The old saying, " See-

ing is believing," is powerfully exemplified in the objec-

tive teaching of the present day. The taxidermist's

art, too, can be called to the teacher's aid ; and this has

made great strides since what are familiarly called " old

times," or that vaguely defined period when every one

who is now grown up was a little child. Besides these

most interesting guides to the studies of physiology,

zoology, and botany, the gate of the mineral kingdom
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has been thrown mnch wider open than of old, and

imitations of all forms of crystals and precious stones

are now given to the market in the greatest possible
*

beauty and perfection.

Armed with these instrumentalities, the teacher of

to-day leads his young charges on board a full-rigged

ship fairly equipped at all points for the voyage in pur-

suit of learning, where once he had only a small raft

on which to embark with them on the wide ocean of

knowledge. If he does not reach far-distant ports, and

bring home a rich freight of fact and acquisition, the

fault is with him, and not with the material which he

has to -s^ork with. Indeed, art so vies with nature at

the present day, that it might almost seem necessary for

the latter to invent new forms, lest her subtle sister

exhaust all her treasures, and find nothing more to

imitate.

Collection of Tangible Objects.

During the past year the work of increasing our

collections of models, specimens, and tangible objects of

various kinds, has been carried on persistently, and our

shelves have been enriched by many new additions.

The most valuable of these consist in a complete set of

the Schaufuss anatomical preparations (including birds,

fishes, and silkworms), and in a large collection of

minerals, rocks, fossils, specimens of woods, dried plants,

seeds, stuffed animals, birds, fishes, reptiles, eggs, nests,

shells, crustaceans, sponges, corals, star-fishes, crystal

imitations of the most celebrated diamonds and of other

precious stones, maps in relief of some of the volcanoes,

and many other articles of great usefulness. The total

number of tangible objects procured during the past
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year is not far from seven hundred and fifty, and almost

every branch of natural history is represented in them.

But, with all these additions, our collections are far from

being complete. They are mere nuclei. More are

absolutely needed. The changes which have been

gradually introduced into our methods of instruction

render theii- increase both in numbers and varieties

imperative ; and it is earnestly hoped that the friends

of the blind will interest themselves in this matter, and

give their active co-operation in carrying it out.

A great part of the above-named articles were pur-

chased from Dr. W. L. Schaufuss of Germany; and I

heartily avail myself of this opportunity to testify to the

reasonableness of his charges, and to the fairness and

honesty with which the business of his extensive estab-

lishment near Dresden, the Museum of Ludwig Salvator,

is conducted.

Library.

A good collection of well-chosen books is an important

adjunct to any school. It supplements the course of

instruction, and renders valuable assistance in carrying

on the work of education successfully. It is a sort of

intellectual gymnasium which helps to build up the

mental structure. It tends to create a literary atmos-

phere, and to encourage both teachers and pupils to

carry their researches and pursuits for information

beyond the limits of the text-books. In short, it really

is what the Greeks call it, " a sanatory of the soul,"—

Although the necessity for obtaining various kinds of

apparatus was so great as to require immediate atten-

tion, the claims of the library have not been overlooked.
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On the contrary, they have been promptly attended to,

and the facilities for the widest possible diffusion of

knowledge among the members of our school have been

greatly increased. The total number of volumes in our

library is 4,590. Of these, 294 in raised characters and

453 in ordinary print have been procured during the

past year. The latter are mostly either books of ref-

erence or standard works on history, philosophy, travel,

and literature, both English and foreign. All are sub-

stantially, and, to a very great extent, uniformly, bound.

As soon as the room appro|)riated for a library in the

new building in the girls' department is finished, the

books, as well as the rest of our collections, will be

properly arranged, classified, numbered, and catalogued

by the librarian, under Avhose charge they have been

placed, and who is held responsible for their careful use

and preservation.

Kindergarten.

The system of Froebel, which has worked such wide-

spread benefit in Germany, and is beginning to make its

good influence felt in this country also, is in many of

its departments admirably suited for the iustruction of

little blind children. This system may be said to offer

the A B C of objective teaching. The industrial fea-

tures of the plan, the weaving, block-building, and even

the embroidery upon cardboard, have been taught to

our younger pupils with excellent effect. In fact, the

whole system, with the exception of the part relating to

colors, has been introduced into our school, and has

proved exceedingly beneficial. Of course the work

accomplished has no intrinsic value ; but the manual
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skill acquired is very considerable, and can be turned to

good account in more serious pursuits later. Every

thing which tends to strengthen in the minds of blind

children the concej)tion of outward forms is of the

highest importance to them, and the kindergarten plan

contains elements which minister very largely to this

necessity. The simple modelling in clay, the rounding

of' little balls, apples, dumb-bells, and the like, is ex-

tremely useful in developing the sense and perception of

shape, both in seeing and blind children. The mathe-

matical faculty is quickened by the use and handling of

the cubes and other blocks, and the games and exercises

afford excellent physical training, besides promoting

pleasure and good spirits. In brief, the kindergarten

system is a most useful and beneficent factor in the edu-

cation of children, since it trains the body at the same

time that it unfolds the mind, teaching them the use of

hand as well as brain,— a feature, the salutary effects

of which in after life are universally acknowledged.

This system is a great advance, in point of the genuine-

ness of the training which it imparts, even upon object-

teaching ; since, while the latter strengthens the percep-

tive faculties, the former fosters also the growth of the

creative ones, to which the perceptive are but as ser-

vants or harbingers ploughing the mental soil for a

future harvest of activity. The introduction of the

kindergarten in our primary classes proves to be as

important an era in the development and progress of

education for the blind as it has in schools for the

seeing. It might only be wished that the means could

be provided for the establishment of a special depart-

ment for sightless little children between the ages of
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five and nine, who are now either suffering under the

rust of neglect in the corner of ill-ventilated kitchens or

other comfortless apartments, or living in such isolation

from the rest of the w^orld as to not have any oppor-

tunity of becoming acquainted with any of their more

fortunate little fellow-creatures who can see and move

about and play.

Our kindergarten department is indirectly indebted

to the generosity of Mrs. Shaw, whose munificence in

providing means for spreading the system and making-

happy hundreds of indigent children has been so widely

felt in this community, since the principal teacher, Mrs.

E. Bethmann, employed in the South-Boston district by

that beneficent lady, has kindly volunteered to assist us

in setting the little classes into working order, and to

give the necessary directions for then- proper training.

Music Department.

" Music, soft charm of heaven and earth !

Whence didst thou borrow tby auspicious birth?

Or art tliou of eternal date,

Sire to thyself, thyself as old as fate? " — Edmund Smith.

The importance and necessary prominence of music

as a prime factor of the education of the blind has

too often been dwelt upon in these reports, and is too

widely known to need special amplification here. It

is to them what Luther called it, " a shield in combat

and adversity, a friend and companion in moments of

joy, a comforter and refuge in the hours of despond-

ency and solitude." It is their guide to higher regions

of thought and activity long after they have ceased to

need the kind hand of friendship to lead them along
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life's narrow paths. By it they earn not only their

bread, but that mental nourishment, the need of which
is so much higher than that of mere material sus-

tenance. It is their passport into the realms of art,

and the key to noble and beautiful achievements. Nor
is this all. Higher than the mere sense of improvement

in ourselves, of accomplishment and achievement, is the

consciousness of usefulness to others, of being a helping

force in this busy world. This gives the widest scope

to all the faculties, enabling them to grow and blossom

to the fullest and fairest extent, and from this blessing

the blind are far from being excluded. Their useful-

ness as teachers in spreading a thorough knowledge

and a love of the study of music is generally acknowl-

edged.

But, in order that they may be able to continue to

occupy an area of fertile soil in this field of usefulness,

and reap a rich harvest on it, they require something

more than mere mechanical attainments, or even

acknowledged proficiency in the art of music per se.

They need an enlightened intellect, a broad purpose,

and a strong will. In other words, their professional

skill must be accompanied and sustained by a liberal

general culture.

The mental discipline which real education insures

is of inestimable advantage to those who intend follow-

ing music as a profession. It gives to them that

mental grasp, that grip, that fii'm hold of a subject,

that power of concentration, and that energy of purpose,

which are indispensable for success in the domain of

art. The man of culture is accustomed to hard think-

ing, close reasoning, clear definition, and the tracing
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out of subtle distinctions. He carries his habits of

mind into his work. His music will bear the unmis-

takable impress of his intellectual training. Unaided

genius is powerless, and sinks baffled if it cannot fall

back upon those mental qualities which only a thorough

education can bring to perfection. The great masters

of music were undoubtedly all men of genius ; but

they were more than this. They were cultured men,

trained thinkers, logical reasoners, systematic worl^ers.

Their works prove this beyond controversy.

In consideration of these facts, our system of educa-

tion is so arranged that instruction in music, which is

one of its prime constituents, is blended in just propor-

tion with the graces of a thorough mental culture,

and with the substantial advantages of a systematic

physical training. It is from the harmony of this broad

union, and not from the narrowness of any isolated and

one-sided attainments, that the blind may confidently

expect to derive the means and strength necessary to

their career.

The music department of the institution has received,

during the past year, all the attention which its impor-

tance requires, and its present condition is very credit-

able to those by whom its work is carried on.

The number of pupils who have enjoyed the advan-

tages of this department during the last twelve months

was eighty-two. Of these, seventy received instruction

on the piano-forte, thirty-two in harmony, two in coun-

terpoint and composition, five on the organ, four on the

flute, five on the clarinet, five on the cornet, thirteen

on other brass instruments, fifty-seven belonged to the

singing-classes, and thirty-four took lessons in vocal

music separately.
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An exact record of the standing of each individual

case, carefully kept by the teachers, shows the progress

of the pupils to have been very satisfactory. Those

among them, who are endowed with special talent, and

who possess such general mental ability as is essential

for the attainment of excellence in any art, advance

rapidly. But there are some who prove, after a patient

and fair trial, utterly devoid of natural aptitude for

music. These are required to discontinue their music

lessons, and to devote their time out of school-hours to

the acquisition of some useful trade, or to some other

manual occupation.

Two of the scholars who graduated from the music

department at the close of the last t€rm— Joseph R.

Lucier of Worcester, and William H. Wade of Law-

rence— were specially gifted, and manifested great per-

severance and application in the pursuit of their studies.

The former, while possessing a fair knowledge of

several branches of music, such as the piano-forte,

harmony, and singing, takes rank among the best

cornet soloists, and will, no doubt, earn a good living by

playing and teaching this instrument. The latter has

devoted his time principally to the organ and piano-

forte. His part in the music of the graduating exer-

cises was the great fugue in G minor by Bach, and

number two of Liszt's rhapsodies, both of which were

executed with brilliancy and good , taste. Ordinarily

young men of Wade's attainments would enter upon

their professional career, and commence teaching ; but

he is preparing to go to Germany for the purpose of

continuing his studies for several years.

During the past year three new piano-fortes have
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been added to our collection of musical instruments, and

all the old ones have been kept in good working order.

The pupils are generally provided with sufficient

means for regular practice, as well as with ample

opportunities for a thorough drill in the principles

upon which the science of music rests. This is a very

essential part of their professional training. The

grammar of music affords an invaluable aid in the

acquisition of the power of interpreting the master-

pieces of art correctly and intelligibly. Mechanical

skill kept up by incessant labor is good as far as it

goes, but a clear comprehension of the science of

music enhances its value incalculably.

Music makes large claims upon its devotees, and no

one can succeed in it without patient submission to a

discipline which is far from being attractive or enter-

taining. Most of our pupils show a keen appreciation

of the uncommon facilities afforded by the institution

for a thorough study of this art, and many among them

endeavor by steady application and unflagging industry

to turn them, to the greatest possible advantage. Praise

and honor belong to all who succeed in surmounting

the obstacles which they find in the way, and reaching

the regions of independence and usefulness ; but those

who have to scale the height of Helicon with hard

labor and measured step deserve more admhation than

those who fly to its lofty summits on the wings of

natural talent. As Pope expresses it,—
"Though the same sun, "R'ith all-diffusive raj's,

Blush in the rose and in the diamond blaze,

We prize the stronger effort of his power,

And justly set the gem above the flower."
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But however extensive may be the internal advan-

tages afforded by the institution for the pm-pose of

making thorough musicians and good teachers of those

of its beneficiaries who possess the requisite talent and

ability, they cannot be enthely complete by themselves.

External opportunities for the cidtivation and refine-

ment of the musical taste are indispensable. To enable

the pupils to become suitably familiar with the larger

works of the classical school, and to learn to appreciate

and enjoy such noble compositions as Bach's fugues,

Handel's oratorios, Haydn's symphonies, Beethoven's

sonatas, Chopin's Polonaises, and Liszt's rhapsodies, is

not a simple matter, nor is it so easy a task as to be

accomplished in the teaching or practising room.

Aside from a full development of the musical sensibility

and of the intellectual powers, is required that Eesthetic

culture, which can be derived " solely from constant

attendance upon concerts and other musical perform-

ances, in which the works of the greater and lesser

masters are interpreted by eminent artists. Thanks to

the officers and members of the best musical societies of

Boston, to the proprietors of theatres, the managers

of public entertainments, and also to a long chain of

eminent musicians in our city,— the names of all

of whom will be hereafter mentioned in the list of

acknowledgments,— oiu* scholars have continued to be

generously permitted to attend the finest concerts,

rehearsals, operas, oratorios, and the like, and have also

been favored with many brilliant, artistic performances

given in our hall. There is often a great deal of latent

musical ability in young people, and opj)ortunities

like these serve as the touchstone which occasionally

brings a hidden talent to the surface.
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Tuning Department.

This department continues to perform its important

part in the work of training our pupils for their share

in the remunerative employments of life ; and the

uncommon advantages offered here for a thorough study

of the art of tuning, both in theory and practice, have

not suffered the least relaxation during the past year.

On the contrary, pains have been taken to improve

them still further, and to render them as efficient as

possible, and productive of the highest good to the blind

of New England.

Eight pupils have graduated from the tuning depart-

ment during the past year, and four have been added to

the ranks of those who are receiving instruction in it.

Most of those whose connection with the school ceased

at the close of the last term were well qualified to

enter the practical walks of life with hope and courage

;

for in the thoroughness and efficiency of their training

they have the elements, as well as the promise, of good

success.

It is very pleasant to be able to report that the work

of our tuners has continued to give entire satisfaction to

our customers ; and the steady increase of patronage

which has been extended to them by some of the most

intelligent families of Boston and the neighboring

towns indicates that the popular prejudice against the

ability and skill of the blind to take good care of

musical instruments and keep them in excellent work-

ing condition is slowly but surely dying away.

That our pupils, receiving such thorough training

as they do in this institution, become efficient tuners of
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piano-fortes, and that their infirmity is no obstacle

whatever to them in the exercise of their profession, has

been repeatedly stated in these reports, and can be

easily shown by a brief explanation of the nature of

their art.

A tuner of piano-fortes has nothing to do with the

form, the color, or the carvings of the legs of an instru-

ment. His work is principally and mainly confined to

the regulation of the musical tones produced by it.

These sounds belong exclusively to the domain of hear-

ing, and not to that of sight, or of any other sense.

Tones are the concomitants in the stimulation of those

fibres which have their terminals in the cochlea of the

ear. They are excited by the regular and periodic

vibrations of certain definite frequencies. Some of the

fibres vibrate in sympathy with the undulations of slow

periods, and others with those of rapid ones. The

former produce low, and the latter high, tones. The

pitch, therefore, depends upon the particular fibre of

the cochlea which has been affected.

It is evident from this brief explanation 'that it is not

mechanics which have full sway, or even play an im-

portant part in the art of tuning, but the cultivation

of the sense of hearing, coupled with the science of

acoustics,— that branch of physics which treats of the

nature of sound and the laws of its production and

propagation.

Now the blind, in consequence of their infirmity,

begin early to concentrate their attention upon the

impressions received through the auditory nerves.

They constantly employ the ear for various purposes

for which seeing persons use the eyes, and they let
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it rest only when they are asleep. While in the in-

stitution they live and move in an atmosphere which

resounds with musical tones. By this incessant exercise

their sense of hearing becomes so improved, and ac-

quires such an acuteness and nicety, that the relations

of sounds, imperceptible to ordinary listeners, are ap-

parent to them. In addition to this, a thorough study

of physics constitutes an integral part of our system of

instruction. Hence, all other things being equal, a

sightless person, whose power and accuracy in dis-

tinguishing the pitch and quality of sounds is truly

astonishing, makes a better tuner of piano-fortes than

a seeing one.

This assertion does not rest upon mere a priori

reasoning. It has been clearly demonstrated by an

array of facts gathered from the field of experience

and practice, and it is fii'mly sustained by the verdict

of distinguished artists and prominent music-teachers,

who have had an opportunity of obtaining a personal

knowledge of the work of our tuners, and by the readi-

ness with which the wise and intelligent of the com-

munity employ them. In addition to the many pre-

viously published testimonials bearing upon this matter,

there are three of a recent date,— one from the com-

mittee on supplies of the school board of the city of

Boston, one from the world-renowned firm of Messrs.

Steinway & Sons of New York, and a thkd from Messrs.

William Bourne & Son, manufacturers of piano-fortes in

this city.

The work of our tuners in taking care of the piano-

fortes used in the public schools of Boston, and keeping

them in good repair, has been so well and conscientiously
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done that the contract was again renewed for another

year ; and the committee on supplies have touched upon

the subject in their last annual report, in the following

words :
—

" The tuning of pianos in the public schools has been

performed in a very satisfactory manner during the last

three years by the Perkins Institution for the Blind ; and

a new contract for one year, from May 1, 1880, has been

made with that institution, on the same terms as for

preceding years."

This statement, together with the fact that the re-

newal of the contract was made with uncommon

unanimity and promptness, does great honor to the

sense of justice and fairness of the members of the

school board, and is very gratifying to our tuners.

Messrs. Steinway & Sons have for a long time em-

ployed a blind man as head-tuner of theu' great estab-

lishment in New York ; and, in reply to a letter which

I addressed to them, asking for information with regard

to his success, they speak as follows :
—

New York, Jan. 9, 1880.

M. Anagnos, Esq.

Dear Sir,— In answer to ^'our letter of the 29th ult., we desire

to inform you that one of our principal tuners is a blind man

named Armin Schotte.

This gentleman tunes the concert grand pianos for the concerts

at Steinway Hall, &c., which work is considered the highest

achievement in the art of tuning. Mr. Schotte' s tuning is simply

perfect, not only for its purity, but in his skill of so setting the

tuning-pins that the piano can endure the largest amount of heavy

playing without being put out of tune.

Very respectfully yours,

STEINWAY & SONS.
10
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Messrs. William Bourne & Son of Boston have also

employed one of the graduates of this institution, Mr.

Joseph H. Wood, as principal tuner for seventeen

years ; and their views on his work and on the fitness

of the blind in general to deal with musical instru-

ments are embodied in the following letter :
—

Boston, Sept. 27, 18S0.

Dear Sir,— We would say in reply to your letter of the 25th

inst., that Mr. Joseph H. Wood has been in our employ as prin-

cipal tuner since the j-ear 1863. It gives us the greatest pleas-

ure to take this opportunity of testifying to the efficient and

excellent service rendered by him to our establishment, and to

say that his able and skilful workmanship has always been much

prized by us. We see no reason why blindness should be a

drawback in the tuner's profession. On the contrar}', we have

been convinced by long observation that persons deprived of

sight succeed remarkably well in this calling. Their ear is

much more delicate than that of ordinary tuners, and the objec-

tion made bj^ some people that they corrode the strings bj^

handling them is wholh' unfounded. We never knew Mr. Wood

to touch the strings while he was tuning a piano. Many years

of experience in the business of manufacturing piano-fortes has

shown us that the judgment of the blind in selecting these

instruments for the trade is of the first order.

This is our candid opinion on Mr. Wood's work, and on the

efficiency and ability of the blind as tuners. If it can be of

any service in the promotion of their cause, you are at libert}'

to use it in any way that you may see fit.

Yours trul}',

WILLIAM BOURNE & SON.
Mr. M. Anagnos,

Director Perkins Institution for the Blind, South Boston, Mass.

These testimonials speak sufficiently for themselves.

They need no comments ; but they compel the utter-

ance of an earnest hope that the noble example of
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the above two firms may soon be followed by other

piano-makers of high standing and influence, and that

the reasonable claims of our tuners to a fair share of

work may be favored with more justice and less preju-

dice in the future than they have received heretofore.

One of the essays which were included in the

programme of our closing exercises treated in a

simple and clear manner of sound, of the construction

of the piano-forte, and of the carefulness of instruc-

tion necessary to qualify a tuner of this instrument.

This paper was written by a member of the gradu-

ating class, George G. Goldthwait of Lynn, who has

devoted a large part of his time to the tuning depart-

ment ; and, as it gives a fairer illustration of the thor-

oughness and comprehensiveness of the training of our

scholars than any words of mine can convey, I copy it

herewith in toto :
—

"THE PIANO-FORTE AND PIANO-FORTE TUNING.

" The five senses possessed b}' man enable him to perceive

whatever passes around him, and not the least in value is that

knowledge received through the sense of hearing.

" According to the theor}- now universally accepted, sound is

produced by vibrations. If these vibrations exceed 38,000 per

second, consciousness of sound ceases because the ear is not

capable of receiving impressions beyond that limit.

"Musical sounds are produced by vibrations succeeding each

other at regular intervals. The lowest tone is produced by six-

teen vibrations in a second. The highest tone which the ear is

capable of receiving is the result of six thousand A'ibrations in

the same time. This range embraces about eight octaves,

"By the aid of music man expresses his thoughts and emo-

tions more clearly, sometimes, than by language. Music com-

forts the oppressed, strengthens the weary, cheers the sorrowing,
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nerves the soldier on to battle and to victor}', and gives expres-

sion to the loftiest aspirations of the soul. Should it not then

be cherished and cultivated to its fullest extent?

" Instruments for the production of music may be classed under

two general heads, wind and stringed instruments. Your atten-

tion is called to a representative of the latter class.

" Instrumental music was attempted at an earl}' date. We read

of David's harp and the shepherd's flute ; but long before that

time, back in geologic ages, we find rude bone flutes among the

relics left behind the tertiary man. The harp is formed of a

sounding-board, lengthwise of which are passed stretched strings.

These strings differ in length according to the degree of pitch to

be attained b}- each note. The strings are attached at either

end, and the tension is changed at pleasure. In other woi'ds, it

is tuned by means of screws or pegs. Upon the principle in-

volved in the construction of the harp is built our modern

piano-forte. The immediate forerunners of the piano were the

clarichord and the harpsichord, founded upon the principle of the

harp, with this diff"ereuce, — the strings, instead of being picked

by the fingers, were plucked b}' metallic quills, which were forced

against them by jacks that were raised by pressing down kej's.

The sounds thus produced were metallic, and not altogether

agreeable as musical tones. To obviate this difficulty, the ham-

mers were made of wood, and covered with some soft material.

The tones produced when the wires were struck by such ham-

mers were more agreeable. Since that time innumerable im-

provements have been made, resulting in the modern piano.

" The invention of the piano-forte is claimed b}' Italy, France,

Germany, and England. There is good reason to believe that

Bartolommeo Christophori, a native of Padua, was the inventor of

an instrument which he called piano-forte, because he could play

both ^iano (or softly) and forte (or loud) upon it. At the present

day these instruments are made in three distinct forms,— square,

grand, and upright. In the first two the strings lie in a hori-

zontal position ; in the latter they run either in an oblique or

perpendicular direction.

" In England the favorite instrument is the upright, in Ger-
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many the grand takes the lead, while on this side of the water

the square has, until latelj', been the most popular.

" In 1822 Jonas Chiekering, the founder of the present house

of Chiekering & Sons, manufactured, in Boston, his first piano.

Soon after this time two very important improvements, which

gave a great impulse to the rnanufacture of these instruments

in America, were introduced. These improvements were the

invention of the iron frame and the introduction of the over-

strung scale. Alpheus Babcock, in 1825, received the first pat-

ent on the iron frame, and in 1837 Chiekering used the first

frame with cross-bars cast entire.

" In 1856 the house of Steinway & Sons commenced the

manufacture of grand pianos on the European plan, with this

improvement however,— they introduced the iron plate. Sub-

sequently the}' made many improvements, and to-day their

instruments are celebrated for superior qualit}' and volume of

tone, and capacity of standing in tune,

" The materials for the construction of the piano should be

of the best qualit}'. Porous wood, having a strong fibre and

resonant qualities, is best adapted for the sound-board. The

strings should be of the best steel to withstand the tension

brought upon them. It requires a tension of two hundred pounds

to raise the highest note on a seven-octave piano to the re-

quired pitch, and the combined strain upon a full concert grand

is about twelve tons. The pitch of a note depends upon the

length of the string. The lowest notes upon a piano would re-

quire a string sixteen feet long. To prevent this inconvenient

length in the instrument the strings producing the lower notes

are shortened, and wound with soft wire to retard the vibrations.

" The lowest notes upon a piano vibrate about twenty-seven

times, and the highest notes four thousand times, in a second, giving

a range of seven and one-third octaves. The rate of vibration of

a musical tone is ascertained from a knowledge of the number

of vibrations of an}' note of the scale ; for example, the mid-

dle C on the piano vibrates two hundred and fift3--six times per

second, which number, divided by f , the fraction of D in the

inverse ratio, will give the number of vibrations for D ; or, in
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other words, taking C as a standard, and dividing it b}- the

inverse ratio of the fraction of the vibrations, which we know,

we obtain the number of vibrations for any note.

"Difficulty arises in tuning from the fact that the whole tones

in the scale differ in size. The larger intervals are called major

whole tones: the smaller, minor whole tones. This difference

in the size of intervals renders it impossible to tune perfect in-

tervals in all the scales ; for, if this were done, a part of them

would be so imperfect, that the chords would be oftensive to the

ear. Therefore, to make the scales equally agreeable, it is ne-

cessary to temper them, or divide these inequalities in different

intervals equally between all the twelve keys. To secure this

result it is necessary to flatten all the fifths and sharpen the

fourths. The only perfect interval on the piano is the octave.

"We have tried to give a brief sketch of the fundamental

principles embodied in the production of music from stringed

instruments as it has been developed and perfected in the piano-

forte, the natural outgrowth of all other stringed instruments,

and, at present, the favorite.

"Its construction, care, and use afford occupation to a large

number of manufacturers, tuners, and musicians. Very important

among these is the tuner, although, perhaps, he receives the small-

est share of credit.

" He necessarily precedes the pianist, not before an appreciative

audience, for the necessities of the case are such that he demands

a private interview with the instrument.

" If the piano-forte is the most popular instrument, and the de-

mand for it is steadily increasing, then the work of the tuner grows

in importance. The 3'early increasing number of musicians and

critics render it necessary that the tuner be educated and skilled in

his profession
; and the required degree of skill can only be ac-

quired by careful study and constant practice, for, to become a

tuner of any note, years are required to cultivate the ear to distin-

guish readily and accurately imperfect unisons and intervals : nor

is this all ; the hand and wrist must be trained to control the ham-

mer in such a manner as to secure the solidity and permanency of

the work, this being of the first importance, as upon it rests the

value of piano-forte tuning."
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Among the legions of seeing tuners who are scattered

all over the country there are no doubt some who may

have as good a knowledge of the philosophy of their

art as the writer of the above essay seems to possess

;

but I venture to say that their number is not very large.

Technical Department.

A well-organized and properly conducted workshop,

where the pupils of an institution can repair daily at

fixed hours and be employed in acquiring skill and

facility in the practice of the mechanic arts, is an im-

portant branch of a complete system of education. It

is of great benefit to young persons in more ways than

one. It furnishes them with occupation out of school-

hours, and provides the mental faculties with a gentle

stimulus, while it prevents the morbid action of the

brain, which too much study is apt to produce in chil-

dren. It rouses the senses to activity, and trains the

hands to dexterity and the muscles to agility, so that

they may respond immediately to the commands of the

will. It induces confidence in the use of the bodily

powers, and independence of character. Finally, it

off"ers to a large number opportunities for the profitable

employment of their time, and for self-support.

It has been the policy of this institution since the

date of its foundation to pay particular attention to the

industrial training of the blind. One of the two in-

structors whom Dr. Howe engaged in Europe in 1831

was a master of handicraft. The so-called " develop-

ing school," which has been of late years claimed as a

new discovery, has been in operation here for nearly

half a century, and its main features form a very essen-
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tial part of our system of education. Thus, while our

pupils are acquiring such knowledge as will, fit them to

be enlightened members of the community, it is deemed

absolutely necessary that they should also learn a trade

or become familiar with some branch of manual labor

which shall prepare them for usefulness and self-reli-

ance in after life.

To compass this end, a commodious shop for the boys

and suitable workrooms for the girls are provided, the

services of skilful and efficient teachers are secured,

and all the requisite machines, tools, appliances, and

materials are furnished.

I.— Workshop for the Boys.

The affaii's of this department have been managed

with discretion and sound judgment, and its present

state is very satisfactory.

The usual trades of manufacturing brooms, seating

cane-bottomed chairs, upholstering parlor furniture, and

making mattresses, have been regularly and systemati-

cally taught, and the pupils have been diligently trained

to work steadily, and to acquire an ease and skill in the

use of their hands which will be a practical help to

them at every step of their lives.

During the past year, as in previous ones, this work-

shop has been carried on at a comparatively moderate

expense. It was never designed as a source of income

to the institution, and never will be. All that can be

reasonably expected is, that the avails of the labor of

the learners should pay the cost of materials. The

advantages are looked for in the acquisition of manual

dexterity and mechanical aptitude, and still more in the
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feeling of independence and habits of industry, regu-

larity, and economy, on which depeM in so large a

measure the usefulness and happiness of man in society.

It is a great pleasure to be able to state that in many

cases these expectations are more than fully realized.

//.— Workrooms for the Girls.

The girls' branch of the technical department has

been conducted with great ability and efficiency, and is

making excellent progress in the direction both of use-

ful and ornamental work.

New and graceful patterns are constantly introduced

and skilfully executed, and the articles made by the

girls are no less serviceable than beautiful.

There is ample room in the devising of various

shapes and designs for the exercise of the inventive fac-

ulty by the scholars ; and they generally have something

new in hand, which is a source of interest and delight

to them, and often of profit as well.

The table, which is spread with the handiwork of the

pupils at the weekly exhibitions, is always an attraction

to visitors, and the little manufacturers are much

pleased when their wares bring them in a small profit.

This encourages them to fresh exertions in the same

line ; and the result is that many of the girls leave us

quite accomplished in sewing and knitting, both by hand

and machine, in crocheting, and in making a great

variety of articles of fancy, worsted, and bead work.

The exhibit sent from this department to the Mel-

bourne International Exposition last summer was the

finest and most tasteful which has yet been gotten up

here, and did great credit to the pupils and to their

teacher.

11
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The quarters appropriated for workrooms in the new

building are extensive and commodious, and the gMs

are rejoicing in the prospect of more scope and greater

conveniences than they have heretofore enjoyed.

The art of making fancy baskets was taught during

a portion of the past year by an Indian woman, who

resided in the establishment for that purpose, with

great success, and it will again be resumed during the

present year.

Manual Occupations of the Blind in Ontario.

The circle of industrial employments for the blind

is already very much contracted by the invention of

machinery ; and the problem of " how to enable the

great mass of our pupils to earn their living by the

work of their hands,". instead of approaching solution,

becomes more and more complicated year by year.

There are but few articles made by hand without the

guidance of sight which can be profitably disposed of,

and we must seek for new fields of industry for our

graduates.

In compliance with a vote of your board, I have vis-

ited the Ontario Institution for the Blind at Brantford

for the purpose of examining its industrial department

and obtaining a clear idea of its workings. I was cor-

dially received by Mr. Hunter, the principal, and his

teachers, and promptly assisted in all my investigations.

I found, on careful inspection of the workrooms, that

the rule of the thumb was truly in the ascendency

there, but not to the detriment of the literary and musi-

cal departments. The pupils of both sexes are well

trained in handicraft, and some of them are experts in
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their trades. Willow-work, and knitting and sewing by

hand and machine, are the principal manual occupations.

During the past year the boys have manufactured a

large number of baskets of various kinds, shapes, colors,

and sizes ; and the girls have knit four thousand one

hundred pairs of socks by machine, and one thousand

and fifty of mittens by hand, for sale, besides cutting and

making about fifty-three underwaists and dresses for

their own use. There is no other institution for the

blind on this continent with which I am acquainted that

can show equal results with regard to the handicraft of

its female apprentices. All the wares made by the

pupils are readily disposed of to advantage. The bas-

kets are sold in open market, without sharp competition,

at good prices ; and the stockings and mittens are pur-

chased by order of the government of Ontario for the

use of the inmates of the eleemosynary and penal insti-

tutions of the province. Thus the industrial activity of

the scholars is stimulated by the wise policy of the gov-

ernment and by other circumstances peculiar to the loca-

tion of the school at Brantford, and is promoted by such

prudent and systematic arrangements that it does not

interfere in the least with the work of the other depart-

ments of the establishment, which are in a thriving

condition. The management of the institution is not

only efficient, but decidedly progressive. It is successful

in every respect ; for it is intrusted to the hands of a gen-

tleman who combines in himself two excellent qualities

which are rarely found together,— that of broad and

thorough scholarship with uncommon executive ability

enhanced by truthfulness and strict honesty. Mr. Hun-

ter is, moreover, gifted with considerable mechanical
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ingenuity ; and the invention of a new tablet for point-

writing, far superior to those previously in existence, is

not the least important among his contrivances.

Depart]\ient of Physical Training.

The necessity of physical culture as the basis for the

higher departm'ents of education has been so fully

demonstrated in previous reports, and is so generally

acknowledged by thoughtful men everywhere, that I

hardly need devote to it more than a few passing

remarks here.

The body and mind are twin sisters, co-ordinate com-

panions. Their functions are interwoven in such a

manner that they may be considered as the two well-

fitting halves of a perfect whole, designed in true accord

to sustain and support each other mutually. So close

and intimate is theii' relation that the mind can no more

reach the height of intellectual and moral excellence

when enshrined in an enervated and weak frame than a

bu'd can soar through the mid-heavens without the full

strength of its wings. There is no error more profound

or more prolific of evil consequences than that which

views the mental and bodily powers as antithetic and

opposed to each other. The truth is precisely the re-

verse of this. The welfare and efiiciency of the one

are greatly promoted by the soundness of the other.

Their union constitutes one of the laws of nature which

never can be broken with impunity. Hence, intellec-

tual and physical culture must advance hand in hand

;

for, if permitted to go apart, either will stray from its

appropriate sphere, and the result will be feebleness,

decline, and premature decay.
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In the education of children the fact must always be

kept in view that it is not a mind or a body that we

are training up,— it is a man, and that we ought not to

divide him ; or, as Plato says, we are not to fashion one

without the other, but make them draw together like

two horses harnessed to a coach. Every attempt to

cultivate the intellect without its co-ordinate power,

the body, will end in an ignoble failure or a miserable

defeat. But, when the two parts are made to act in

unison and harmony, any thing within the limits of

possibility may be accomplished.

It is therefore obvious that every well-organized sys-

tem of education should provide its participants with

adequate and efficient means for regular and uniform

physical training, which shall call forth and cultivate

the latent powers and capacities of the body, and aid

the full development and expansion of its various parts

and organs.

But, if physical culture is so great a factor in the

education of ordinary children, in that of the blind,

whose infirmity is unquestionably a positive hinderance

to the free and uninterrupted exercise of the muscular

system, and very seriously affects the development of the

bodily powers, it is demanded with tenfold force. No

school established for their benefit can be complete or

do its work properly without making ample provision

for training of this nature. Force of character, strength

of will, mental vigor, clearness of views and ideas,

activity, energy, dexterity, tenacity, and endurance con-

stitute the secret of success in every undertaking, and

are indispensable qualities for all youth who are about

to enter on the career of practical life. It is a well-
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established fact that not a few among the blind are

more or less wanting in these requirements, and they

must attain them by proper training before they can

reasonably aspire to great achievements in theii' intellec-

tual and professional pursuits.

Physical culture has been followed systematically and

persistently in our school during the past year, and has

assumed a position commensurate with its importance.

The gymnasium has been supplied with the necessary

apparatus ; and the pupils, divided into five classes, have

repaired there regularly at fixed hours, and have gone

through such a series of systematic and progressive

exercises as were calculated to strengthen every part

of the physical frame, and to cause the blood, which,

owing to close application to study, is apt to crowd

towards the brain and produce languor and stupor, to

leap through the veins. Muscular development is thus

promoted, the respiration and circulation are quick-

ened, and the whole system is toned up. Grace and

beauty are imparted to the person, and ease to the

manner ; and at the same time a pleasing recreative

occupation is afforded to the mmd.

The exercises have been carefully selected and wisely

conducted by competent teachers ; and their effect upon

the appearance, health, and strength of the pupils, has

been quite remarkable. The pale countenances, nerve-

less looks, puny forms, di'ooping heads, want of elasticity

and facility in the movements, tendency to spinal curva-

ture, flat and narrow chests, slouching shoulders, hag-

gard cheeks,— these and all other imperfections which

are generally noticed in almost every school for the

blind, and which are indications of stunted growth and
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muscular flabbiness, have slowly but steadily diminished,

if not altogether disappeared, from among our pupils,

giving place to comely figures, fresh complexions, a

resolute bearing, buoyant spirits, and a fair share of

nerve-power and agility. In fact, life itself seems to

spread before them like a fair field, of which every acre

is their own.

Military drill, which has been introduced into our

gymnasium during the past year, and carried on in ac-

cordance with the rules of tactics, has proved an invalua-

ble adjunct to our course of exercises, and has already

conferred a great and lasting benefit upon our young

men. It has helped to promote an erect carriage and

neatness of appearance, and to foster habits of prompt-

ness, exactness, and unanimity in action. It has ena-

bled them to acquhe a manly gait and a better command

of their muscles. Lastly, it has taught them self-con-

trol, and has given them correct ideas of order, disci-

pline, and subordination.

Thanks to the cordial co-operation of the officers

of the institution, and most especially to the endeavors

of those of the teachers who have entered into the

work of the gymnasium with genuine enthusiasm and

unabating faith in its beneficent eff"ects, this important

department of our system of education has been . made a

success, and a great amount of good has already been

and is being accomplished in it. The current which

has so auspiciously begun to flow in this direction will

run stronger and deeper until every child in the insti-

tution shall reach the highest point of physical ameliora-

tion which lies within the possibilities of his constitution

and organization.
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Concluding Remarks.

In bringing this report to a close, I beg leave, gentle-

men, to bespeak yoiu' forbearance for its numerous

short-comings, and most especially for the crudeness

which is apparent in the treatment of some of its

topics. The time allotted for writing it has been so

crowded with business and cares, that it has been im-

possible for me to bestow upon its preparation the atten-

tion requisite for putting it into a better form.

It is with no small degree of satisfaction that I avail

myself again of this opportunity to express my unquali-

fied approbation of the valuable services of the matron

and of all the officers and teachers with whom I am

associated in the management of the institution. Each

and all of them have performed their duties faithfully

and efficiently, have spared no efforts in promoting the

best interests of the pupils, and have labored with zeal,

perseverance, and cheerfulness, for the attainment of the

highest results.

To you, gentlemen of the board, I would offer my

warmest thanks for the readiness and promptness with

which you have responded to every claim upon your

time and attention, for the great interest you have inva-

riably manifested in all movements concerning the wel-

fare of the blind, and for the uniform kindness and

courtesy with which you have received and considered

my suggestions.

Respectfully submitted by

M. ANAGNOS.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

.

Among the pleasant duties incident to the close of the 3'ear is

that of expressing our heartfelt thanks and grateful acknowledg-

ments to the following artists, litterateurs, societies, proprietors,

managers, editors, and publishers, for concerts and various musi-

cal entertainments, for operas, oratorios, lectures, readings, and

for an excellent supply of periodicals and weekly papers, minerals,

and specimens of various kinds.

As I have said in previous reports, these favors are not only a

source of pleasure and happiness to our pupils, but also a valuable

means of aesthetic culture, of social intercourse, and of mental

stimulus and improvement. As far as we know, there is no com-

munity in the world which does half so much for the gratification

and improvement of its unfortunate members as that of Boston

does for our pupils.

I' — Acknowledgments for Concerts and Operas in the City.

To the Harvard Musical Association, through its president, Mr.

John S. Dwight, for fifty season-tickets to eight symphony con-

certs. The blind of New England are under great and lasting

obligations to this association for the uncommon musical advan-

tages which it has always extended to them in the most liberal

and friendly manner since the inauguration of its concerts.

To Messrs. Tompkins & Hill, proprietors of the Boston Theatre,

for admitting parties in unlimited numbers to six operas.

To Mr. John Stetson of the Globe Theatre, for admission to one

opera
; and to Mr. Thomas, to one children's operetta in Horticul-

tural Hall.

To the Handel and Haydn Society, through its president, Mr.

C. C. Perkins, and its secretary, Mr. A. Parker Browne, for tickets

to one oratorio and five rehearsals.

12
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To Mr. C. C. Perkins, for tickets to five of tlie Euterpe eon-

certs.

To the Bo3-Iston Club, through its secretary', Mr. F. H. Rat-

cliffe, for admission to four of its concerts.

To the Apollo Club, through the kindness of its secretary, Mr.

Arthur Reed, for tickets to six concerts ; and to the Cecilia Club,

through the same gentleman, for an invitation to four concerts.

To the following distinguished artists we are under great obli-

gations for admitting our pupils to their classical chamber-con-

certs : Mr. B. J. Lang, Mr. Ernst Perabo, Mr. H. G. Tucker, Mr.

Henrj' Hanchett, Mr. Arthur Foote, Mr. John A. Preston, Madame

Frohock, and Madame Cappiani, Mrs. S. W. Farwell of Boston

generousl}' sent to the pupils twenty-five tickets to one of Mr.

Perabo' s concerts.

For popular concerts we are indebted to Mrs. Manlej- Howe, Dr.

L. B. Fenderson, Mr. Charles Poole, Mr. B. W. AVilliams, and

Mr. H. C. Brown.

//. — Acknoiuledgments for Concerts given in our Hall.

For a series of fine concerts given from time to time in the hall

of the institution we are greatlj- indebted to the following ar-

tists :
—

To the Polish violinist, Mr. Timothee Adamowski, assisted by

Mr. C. L. Capen, Mrs. H. T. Spooner, Miss Sarah Winslow, Miss

Teresa Carreno Campbell, and Miss Mary M. Campbell.

To Mr. and Mrs. Ole Bull.

To Mr. W. H. Sherwood, assisted by Mrs, Sherwood and Mr.

Alfred Wilkie.

To Mr. W. H. Sherwood a second time, assisted by Mr. Whit-

ing and Miss Emma Howe.

To Mr. John Orth, assisted hy Mr. Dunnreuter, Mrs. Knowles,

and Madame Dietrich Strong.

To Miss Teresa Carreno Campbell, violinist, and Miss Mary M.

Campbell, pianist.

To Miss Mar3^ Underwood, assisted b}^ Miss Ella Abbott, Miss

Laura Underwood, Miss Josephine Ware, and Miss Alice Vars.

To Mrs. Kate Remetti, assisted b}' her friends, for two concerts.
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To Ml-. Eugene Tha3-er, for a series of classical organ recitals,

assisted by his chorus, Miss Marion Osgood, violinist, and some

of his best organ pupils.

///. — AcJcnoivledgments for Lectures and Readings.

For a series of lectures and readings our thanks are due to the

following kind friends : Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Miss Lutie M.

Marsh, Miss Helen Harding, Professor J. H. Dickson, Miss Flor-

ence Bachelder, Miss F. S. Saj-les, Miss Emilj Esterbrook, Mrs.

Fred Flanders, Miss Mar^- Washburn, Miss Alice Barnicoat, and

Mr. Frank Pope.

IV. — Acknowledgments for Minerals, Specimens, Tangible

Objects, &c.

For a collection of minerals, specimens, and tangible objects of

various kinds, we are greatl}' indebted to the following persons :

Gen. John Eaton, Commissioner of Education, Gen. William G.

LeDuc, Commissioner of Agriculture, Mr. William Reed, Mr.

James E. Mills, Miss M. C. Moulton, Mrs. V. B. Turner, Miss

Sophia Ann Wolfe, and Miss Mamie Ma3'er.

We are also under great obligation to Mr. G. W. Eddy, mana-

ger of the Twombljf Knitting Machine Co., for the gift of one of

their machines ; and to our good friend, Rev. Photius Fisk, for

a great abundance of various kinds of fruit.

V.— Acknowledgments for Periodicals and Newspapers.

The editors and publishers of the following reviews, magazines,

and semi-monthl}' and weekly papers, continue to be very kind and

liberal in sending us their publications gratuitouslj', which are

always cordially welcomed, and perused with interest :
—

The N. E. Journal of Education . Boston, Mass.

The Atlantic .....
Boston Home Journal

N. E. Medical Gazette

The Christian .....
The Christian Register

The Musical Record

The Musical Herald

The Folio
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The Sunday Herald....
Littell's Living Age

Unitarian Review . . .

The Watchman ....
The Congregationalist

The Golden Rule ....
Wide Awalie . . . . .

The Salem Register....
Scribner's Monthl}^ ....
St. Nicholas

Tlie Christian Union

National Quarterly Review

The Journal of Speculative Philosophy

Journal of Health ....
Lippincott's Magazine

The Penn Monthly .

Weekl}^ Notes

Church's Musical Journal

Our Reporter ....
The Bystander

Hours of Recreation

Boston, Mass.

kScdem, "

New York, N. T.

Dansville, "

Philadelphia, Penn.

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Concord, Mich.

. Toronto, Canada.

Chicago, PL

Goodson's Gazette, Va. List, for Deaf-Mutes and Blind.

Tablet . . West Va. " " " "

Mirror . . Michigan " " " "

Companion . Minnesota " '' " "

Mute Ranger . Texas Inst, for the Deaf and Dumb.

Mistletoe .... Iowa Inst, for the Blind.

II Mentore dei Ciechi . . . Floreyice, Italy.

I desire again to render the most heart}- thanks, in belialf of all

our pupils, to the kind friends who have thus nobly remembered

them. The seeds which their friendly and generous attentions

have sown have fallen on no barren ground, but will continue to

bear fruit in after years ; and the memory of many of these

delightful and instructive occasions and valuable gifts will be

retained through life.

M. Anagnos.
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Detailed Statement of Treasurer's Account.

Dr.
18T9-1880.

To cash paid on Auditors' drafts .

city of Boston for taxes

repairs on houses

rent of box at Safe Deposit Vaults

check-book.....
re-investments ....

on hand Sept. 30, 1880 .

. 872,787 86

146 25

531 50

20 00

5 75

. 19,000 00

. 2,227 43

t,718 79

$579 21

7,500 00

3,500 00

150 00

50 00

5,090 62

Cr.
1879.

Sept. 30. By balance of former account.....
Oct. 10. From State of Massachusetts

13. Maine, 1878-79 . . ' .

15. 6 months' interest on note for $5,000 at 6 per

cent

16. interest on $5,000 United-States bonds, 3

months, at 4 per cent .....
21. $5,000 United- States 4 per cent bonds, sold at

10111

S4,000 Boston and Lowell 5 per cent bonds,

sold at par value, $4,000, and interest,

$55.78 4,055 78

25. 6 months' interest on note, $3,500, at 6 per

cent

R. E. Apthorp, agent, rents collected .

6 months' interest on note, $8,000, at 6 per

cent ........
6 months' interest on note, S3, 500, at 7 per

cent ........
6 months' interest on note, $5,000, at 5 jwr

cent ........
State of Massachusetts.....
6 months' interest on note of $18,000 at 6

per cent 540 00

10. 12 months' interest on note of $8,000 at 5

per cent 400 00

dividend on 45 shares Fitchburg Railroad . 135 00

6 months' interest on Boston and Lowell Rail-

road bonds 150 00

15. $6,000 Eastern Railroad bonds, sold at .81^,

$4,890; and interest to Dec. 12,

$76 50 $4,966 50

29.

Nov. 29.

Dec. 9.

1880.

Jan. 2.

3.

5.

105 00

227 75

240 00

122 50

125 00

7,500 00

Amounts carried forward .... $4,966 50 $30,470 86
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Amounts -brought forward . . • . $4,966 50 $30,470 86

1880.

Jan 15. From $5,000 Boston and Lowell bonds,

sold 5,000 00

interest on same to 9th inst. . . 5 56

$9,972 06

Less interest on loan. $21 91

commission on

$11,000 . . 27 50
49 41

9,922 65

17. executors of will of William Taylor, final pay-

ment 891 30

23 6 months' interest on note, $2,500, at 6 per

cent 75 00

29, 6 months' interest on note, $2,500, at 6 per

cent 75 00

6 months' interest on note, $10,000, at 6 per

cent ....:.-• 300 00

M. Anagnos, Director, as per following: —
City of Boston for tuning . . $500 00

J. H. M'Cafferty, account of

daughter 45 00

State of Rhode Island, account

of Henry Lanergan . . 20 00

Sale of embossed books . . 208 76

J. B. Winsor, account of son . 300 00

Town of Dedham, account of

Mary O'Hare . . . • 27 22

Town of Brimfield, account of

George Needham . . . 14 00

Income of legacy to Laura Bridg-

man 131 20

Hubert Baker, on account . . 20 00

F. Meisel, for old iron . . 86 11

receipts of work department :
—

For October . . $1,291 05

November . . 1,095 38

December . . 938 77
3,325 20

4,737 49

March 1 6 months' interest on note, $25,000, at 6 per

cent 750 00

6 months' interest on $4,000, Eastern Rail-

road bonds 90 00

20 6 months' interest on note, $5,000, at 5 per

cent 125 00

24. interest on deposits . . • • •
1' "

-•'

April 5. State of Massachusetts 7,500^

Amount carried forward $55,113 47
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Amount brought forward ..... .$55,113 47
1880.

April 5. From M. Anagnos, Director, as per following:—
Sale of books in embossed print,

tablets, &c $351 32

From tuning .... 520 00

Nebraska Institution, for map . 37 00

A. D. Cadwell, account of son . 85 00

Rev. Photius Fisk, to print " His-

tory of Greece "
. . . 500 00

A friend, donation to print Hig-

ginson's "History of United

States" . . ". . . 1,186 00

Mrs. Charles C. Paine, donation

to printing fund . . . 100 00

J. J. Mundo, acc't of daughter, 25 00

Mrs. Knowlton, account of"

daughter . . . . 24 00

Sale of admission-tickets . . 50 61

brooms, account of boys'

shop . . . . 24 30

old barrels, junk, &c. . 60 69

Hubert Baker, on account . . 30 00

receipts of work department :
—

For January . . $839 91

February . . 1,005 79

March. . . 859 07

2,704 77

5,698 69

12. 6 months' interest on note, $9,000, at 6 per

cent 270 00
1879.

Oct. 29. dividend, 30 shares Boston and Providence

Railroad 105 00
1880.

April 15. 6 months' interest on note, $5,000, at 6 per

cent 150 00

17. 6 months' interest on note, $3,500, at 6 per

cent 105 00

May 5. Boston and Providence Railroad dividends . 120 00

28. 6 months' interest on note, $8,000, at 6 per

cent 240 00

June 13. 6 months' interest on note, $10,000, at 6 per

cent 300 00

3. 6 months' interest on note, $3,500, at 7 per

cent 122 50

July 1. interest on deposit ..... 53 91

6 months' interest on note of |8,000 at 5 per

cent 200 00

Amount carried forward ..... .$62,478 57
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Amount brought forward f6-,478 57

1880.

July 1. From 6 months' interest on note of $5,000 at 5 per

cent 125 00

3. 6 months' interest on note of $18,000 at 6 per

cent 540 00

7,500 00

420 82

1,000 00

75 00

75 00

100 00

3,300 00

3,625 00

3,150 00

1,925 00

8. State of Massachusetts....
16. rents collected by R. E. Apthorp, agent

H. B. Rogers, for permanent printing .

23. fund 6 months' interest on note, |2,500, at

6 per cent. . . . . •

26. 6 months' interest on note, f2,500, at 6 per

cent ...••••
Aug. 2. estate of William Munroe .

10. State of Connecticut ....
11. Maine

Rhode Island ....
13, Vermont . . . • •

M. Anagnos, Director, as per following:—
Tuning !«400 00

Sale of books in raised print . 126 35

maps . . . . 74 00

J. H. M'Cafferty, account of

daughter . . • • 55 00

A. D. Cadwell, account of son . 90 00

Income of legacy to Laura Bridg-

man 40 00

receipts of work department :
—

For April . . . S894 02

May . . . 1,378 86

June . . . 1,446 24

July . . . 1,692 10

5,411 22

6,196 57

10. 6 months' interest ou note, $10,000, at 6 per

cent 300 00

Sept. 1. 6 months' interest on note, $5,000, at 5 per

cent 125 00

2. 6 months' interest on note, $25,000, at 6 per

cent 750 00

30. M. Anagnos, as per following: —
Sale of books and writing-tablets, $154 64

Tuning 250 00

Mrs. Knowlton, account of daugh-

ter 24 00

Sale of brooms, account of boys'

shop 14 13

Amounts carried forward .... $44277191,68596

13
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Amounts brought forward .... $i42 77 $91,685 96
1880.

,

Sept. 30. From sale of old junk, &c. . . . 48 10

admission-tickets . . 40 08

receipts of work department :
—

For August . . $957 30

September . . 1,544 58
2,501 88

3,032 83

M,718 79

Analysis of Treasuker's Accounts.

The Treasurer's account shows that the total receipts during

the year were $94,718 79

Less cash on hand at the beginning of the year . . . 579 21

$94,139 58

Ordinary Receipts.

From the State of Massachusetts . . . $30,000 00

beneficiaries of other states and individuals, 16,430 42

interest, coupons, and rent.... 7,913 65

Extraordinary Receipts

From work department, for sale of articles made

by the blind, &c

sale of bonds .....
embossed books and maps

tuning

legacies and donations

sale of brooms, account of boys' shop

old junk, barrels, &c.

admission-tickets

B

. $13,943 07

. 19,069 05

. 1,012 07

. 1,670 00

. 3,777 30

38 43

194 90

90 69

$54,344 07

39,795 51

m,139 58

General Analysis of the Steward's Account.

Dr.

Amount in Steward's hands Oct. 1, 1879 . . $773 16

Receipts from Auditors' drafts .... 72,787 86

$73,561 02

Less amount in Steward's hands Oct. 1, 1880 . 2,054 82
$71,506 20

Cr.

Ordinary expenses as per schedule annexed . . $42,476 53

Extraordinary expenses as per schedule annexed . 29,029 67
•^

, 71,506 20
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Analysis of Expenditures for the Year ending Sept. 30, 1880,

AS PER Steward's Account.

Meat, 25,893 lbs. .

Fish, 3,528 lbs. .

Butter, 4,017 lbs.

Rice, sago, &c. .

Bread, flour, and meal

.

Potatoes and other vegetables

Fruit ....
Milk, 16,447 quarts .

Sugar, 8,411 lbs. .

Tea and coffee, 686 lbs.

Groceries

Gas and oil .

Coal and wood

Sundry articles of consumption

Salaries, superintendence, and instruction

Domestic wages .

Outside aid ....
Medicines and medical aid .

Furniture and bedding

Clothing and mending .

Musical instruments

Expenses of tuning department

boys' shop

printing-office .

stable

Books, stationery, and school apparatus

Ordinary construction and repairs

Taxes and insurance .

Travelling expenses

Rent of office in town .

Board of men and clerk during vacation

Sundries ......
Extraordinary Expenses.

Extraordinary construction and repairs

Bills to be refunded ....
Beineficiaries of the Harris Fund .

Expenses of work department

$13,073 36

90 10

703 00

15,163 21

$2,153 42

191 90

1,538 37

73 61

1,437 34

616 16

242 09

1,008 25

822 09

173 75

622 38

372 19

2,464 69

226 29

15,009 41

4,084 73

163 55

36 45

1,468 17

32 86

902 47

822 19

39 44

3,011 82

232 59

2,146 06

1,480 42

609 76

73 33

250 00

118 86

51 89

>,476 53

29,029 67

$71,506 20
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General Abstract of Account of Work Department,

Oct. 1, 1880.

LiahiVilies.

Due institution for investments at sundry times

since the first date .....
Excess of expenditures over receipts .

Assets.

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1880

Debts due .......

Balance against work department Oct. 1, 1880

Balance against work dejiartment Oct. 1, 1879

Cost of carrying on workshop

Dr.

Cash received for sales, &c., during the year

Excess of expenditures over receipts .

Cr.

Salaries and wages paid blind persons .

Salaries and wages paid seeing persons

Sundries for stock, Sec.

$40,897 45

1,220 14
itt/IO 117 Kn

$4,698

1,399

78

82

fi OOS fiO

$36,018 99

• . $36,018 99

. 35,028 96

. $990 03

$13,943 07

1,220 14
«!1f; IRQ oi
^^i.<J,J.K,XJ -J.

$3,186 72

2,608 75

9,367 74
<1HK IRQ OI
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Account of Stock Oct. 1, 1880.

Real estate $247,800 00

Railroad stock ...... 15,050 00

Notes secured by mortgage.... 115,000 00

Cash 4,282 25

Stock in work department .... 4,698 78

Household furniture 16,581 41

Provisions and supplies .... 1,101 26

2,877 90

Musical department, viz.,

—

One large organ ..... $5,500 00

Three small organs ..... 730 00

Forty-four pianos ..... 11,000 00

Violins ....... 100 00

1,500 00
18,830 00

Books in printing-office .... 4,700 00

Stereotype plates ..... 2,100 00

School furniture and apparatus . 5,700 00

Musical library 625 00

Library of books in common type 1,950 00

Library of books in raised type . 5,500 00

Boys' shop 108 75

Stable and tools . . . 625 75

Boat 15 00

$447,546 10
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LIST OF EMBOSSED BOOKS

Printed at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind.

TITLE OF BOOK.
P. g

Howe's Geogi-aphy |2 50

Howe's Atlas of the Islands 3 00

Howe's Blind Child's First Book 1 25

Howe's Blind Child's Second Book 1 25

Howe's Blind Child's Third Book 1 25

Howe's Blind Child's Fourth Book 1 25

Second Table of Logarithms 3 00

Astronomical Dictionary 2 00

Eudiments of Natural Philosophy 4 00

Philosophy of Natural History 3 00

Guyot's Geography 4 00

Howe's Cyclopaedia 4 00

Natural Theology ". 4 00

Combe's Constitution of Man ...... 4 00

Pope's Essay on Man, and other Poems .... 2 50

Baxter's Call 2 50

Book of Proverbs 2 00

Book of Psalms......... 3 00

New Testament (small) 2 50

Book of Common Prayer 4 00
3 00

Pilgrim's Progress . . . ' . 4 00

Life of Melanchthon 2 00

Dickens's Old Curiosity Shop 4 00

Shakspeare's Hamlet and Julius Cresar .... 4 00

Byron's Hebrew Melodies and Childe Harold . 3 00

Anderson's History of the United States .... 2 50

Dickens's Child's History of England .... 3 50

Selections from the AVorks of Swedenborg.... -

Memoir of Dr. Samuel G. Howe ..... 3 00

Cutter's Anatomy, Physiology, and Hygiene 4 00

Viri Romfe, new edition with additions .... 2 00

The Reader ; or, Extracts from British and American
Literature" _

• 3 00

Musical Characters used by the seeing, with explanations . 35

Milton's Paradise Lost 3 00

Higgiuson's Young Folks' History of the United States . 3 50

Schmitz's History of Greece ...... 3 00

Schmitz's History of Eome 2 50

Freeman's History of Europe 2 50
3 00

Lodge's Twelve Popular Tales ...... 2 00
50

Huxley's Science Primers, Introductory .... 2 00

American Prose ........ 2 3 00
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LIST OF APPLIANCES AND TANGIBLE APPARATUS

Made at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind.

Geography.

I. — Wall-Maps.

1. The Hemispheres

2. United States, Mexico, and Canada

3. South America ....
4. Europe

5. Asia

6. Africa .....
7. The World on Mercator's Projection

Each $35, or tlie set, $245.

size 42 by 52 inches.

II. — Dissected Maps.

Eastern Hemisphere

Western Hemisphere

North America

United States

South America

6. Europe

7. Asia .

8. Africa

Each $23, or the

size 30 by 36 inches.

set, $184.

each, $0 75

These maps are considered, in point of workmanship, accuracy, and

distinctness of outline, durability, and beauty, far superior to all thus

far made in Europe or in this country.

"The New-England Journal of Education" says, "They are very

strong, present a fine, bright surface, and are an ornament to any school-

room."
III.

—

Pin-Maps.

Cushions for pin-maps and diagrams ....
Arithmetic.

Ciphering-boards made of brass strips, nickel-plated

Ciphering-types, nickel-plated, per hundred .

Writing.

Grooved writing-cards ....
Braille's tablets, with metallic bed

Braille's French tablets, with cloth bed

Braille's new tablets, with cloth bed

Braille's Daisy tablets ....

each, 14 25
(( 1 00

each, $0 10
(( 1 50
u 1 00
u 1 00
(( 5 00
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Young blind persons between the ages of ten and nine-

teen, and of good moral character, can be admitted to the

school by paying $300 per annum. This sum covers all

expenses, except for clothing ; namely, board, washing, the

use of books, musical instruments, &c. The pupils must

furnish their own clothing, and pay their own fares to and

from the institution. The friends of the pupils can visit

them whenever they choose.

Indigent blind persons of suitable age and character, be-

longing to Massachusetts, can be admitted gratuitously by

application to the Governor for a warrant.

The following is a good form, though any other will do :
—

" To his Excellency the Governor.

"Sir, —My son (or daughter, or nephew, or niece, as the case may-

be), named , and aged , cannot be instructed in the common

schools, for want of sight. I am unable to pay for the tuition at the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, and I re-

quest that your Excellency will give a warrant for free admission.

" Very respectfully, ."

The application may be made by any relation or friend, if

the parents are dead or absent.

It should be accompanied by a certificate from one or

more of the selectmen of the town, or aldermen of the city,

in this form :
—

" I hereby certify, that, in my opinion, Mr. is not a wealthy

person, and that he cannot afford to pay |300 per annum for his child's

instruction. (Signed) ."

There should be a certificate, signed by some regular phy-

sician, in this form :
—

" I certify, that, in my opinion, has not sufficient vision to

be taught in common schools; and that he is free from epilepsy, and

from any contagious disease. (Signed) ."
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These papers should be done up together, and forwarded

to the Director of the Institution for the Blind,

South Boston, 3Iass.

An obligation will be required from some responsible per-

sons, that the pupil shall be kept properly supplied with

decent clothing, shall be provided for during vacations, and

shall be removed, without expense to the institution, when-

ever it may be desirable to discharge him.

The usual period of tuition is from five to seven years.

Indigent blind persons residing in Maine, New Hampshire,

Vermont, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, by applying as

above to the Governor, or the " Secretary of State," in their

respective states, can obtain warrants for free admission.

The relatives or friends of the blind who may be sent to

the institution are requested to furnish information in an-

swer to the following questions :
—

1. What is the name and age of the applicant ?

2. Where born?

3. Was he born blind? If not, at what age was his sight impaired?

4. Is the blindness total or partial?

5. What is the supposed cause of the blindness ?

6. Has he ever been subject to fits?

7. Is he now in good health, and free from eruptions and contagious

diseases of the skin?

8. Has he ever been to school? If yes, where?

9. What is the general moral character of the applicant?

10. Of what country was the father of the applicant a native?

11. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father,

—

was he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary ?

12. Was the father of the applicant ever subject to fits or to scrofula ?

13. Were all his senses perfect?

14. Was he always a temperate man?
15. About how old was he when the applicant was born?

16. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of

the applicant; that is, were any of the gi'andparents, parents, uncles,

aunts, brothers, sisters, or cousins, blind, deaf, or insane, or afflicted

with any infirmity of body or mind?

17. If dead, at what age did the father die, and of what disorder?

18. Where was the mother of the applicant born?

19. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the appli.

cant, — strong and healthy, or the contrary?

20. Was she ever subject to scrofula or to fits ?

21. Were all her senses perfect?

22. Was she always a temperate woman?
23. About how old was she when the applicant was born?

14
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24. How many children had she before the applicant was born ?

25. Was she related by blood to her husband? If so, in what degree,

— first, second, or third cousins ?

26. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder?

27. Was there any known peculiarity in her family; that is, were any

of her grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children, or

cousins, either blind, or deaf, or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity of

body or mind ?

28. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate rela-

tives of the applicant ?

29. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and edu-

tiori of the applicants ?

For further particulars, address M. Anagnos, Director
OP THE Institution for the Blind, South Boston^ 3Iass.


