:

FIFTY-SECOND

ANNUAL KEPOKT

THE TKUSTEES

PERKINS INSTITUTION

(Pajifincluifjctts

^rliool for the §IiiuI,

FOR THE TEAR ENDING

SEPTEMBER

30,

1883.

BOSTON
WRIGHT & POTTER PRINTING
18

CO.,

STATE PRINTERS,

Post Office Square.
1884.

—

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PAGE

Communication

to the Secretary of State,

4

Officers of the Corporation,

5

Officers of the Institution,

6

Members

7

of the Corporation,

Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Corporation,

.

.

Report of the Trustees,
Commencement

13
15

— The

Appeal for a Kindergarten,
Finances, p. 20.
Repairs and Improvements, p. 22.
p. 18.
Embossing Books for the Blind, p. 23.
Work Department for
Adults, p. 25.
Closing Remarks, p. 27.

—

Exercises, p. 17.

—

—

—

The Report

of the Director,

........
—

Number of Inmates, p. 32. — Health
ment and

Discipline, p. 35.

Department,
ment, p. 47.
Boys, p. 51.

—

— Music

of the Household, p. 33.
Plan of Operations, p. 36.

Department,
Technical Department, p.

p. 38.

p. 43.

29

Govern-

— Literary

^Tuning

Depart-

—
— Workshop for the
— Work-rooms for the Girls, p. 52. — Department of
Physical Training, p. 54. — Give us a Kindergarten,
56. — Notable Anniversaries,
76. — Aid those who strive to help themselves,
78. — The Blessings of the Printing Fund, p. 80. —Conclusion,
.50.

p.

p.

p. 81.

p.

Acknowledgments,

The Report

of the Treasurer,

....
....
....

83
88

Account of the Auditors with the Director,

90

Analysis of Expenditures for the Year ending Sept. 30, 1882,

91

Expenses of the Printing Department,

92

General Abstract of Account of the
Inventory of Stock, Oct.
List of

1,

Work Department,

1883,

94

Embossed Books,

96

List of Appliances and Tangible Appai'atus,

Terms

93

98

of Admission,

100

APPENDIX

105

The Blind Children's Kindergarten, by Emilie Poulsson,

107

List of contributors to the

Kindergarten fund,

.

124

(Kommonlxrealt^ of

Passat^setts.

PERiaNS Institution and Mass. School for the Blind,

South Boston,

To

the Hon.

Dear

Henry

Sir

:

—

Oct. 23, 1883.

B. Peirce, Secretary of Slate, Boston.

I have the honor to transmit to you, for

the use of the legislature, a copy of the fifty-second an-

nual report of the trustees of this institution to the corporation

thereof,

together

with the usual acconcipanying

docuoients.
Respectfully,

M.

ANAGNOS,
Sec7'€tary.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATION.

Boston, Oct.

The annual meeting of
summoned, was held to-day
was

called to order

the

10, 1883.

corporation, duly

at the institution,

by the president, Samuel

LL. D., at 3 p. M.
The proceedings of

and

Eliot,

the last annual meeting were

read by the secretary, and declared approved.

The

report of the trustees

was presented,

ac-

cepted, and ordered to be printed with that of the
director

The

and the usual accompanying documents.

treasurer,

report,

Mr. Edward Jackson, read

his

which was accepted, and ordered to be

printed.

All the officers of the past year were reelected,
J.

Theodore Heard, M.D., having been chosen

to

fill

the vacancy caused by the absence abroad of Mr.

Henry Lee Higginson.
The following persons were afterwards added to
the list of the members of the corporation by a

u
unanimous vote

:

Waldo Adams, Edward

Stan-

wood, Henry G. Parker, Orlando Tompkins, John
Boyle O'Reilly, Francis H. Underwood, C. W.
Ernst, R.

Mrs.

M.

Pulsifer,

Eey. Julius H.

Ward

and

Eva D. Kellogg.

The meeting was then

dissolved,

and

all

in

attendance proceeded, with the invited guests, to
visit the

various

departments of the school and

inspect the premises.

M.

ANAGNOS,
Secretary.

Commontoealtl^ of glassat^setts.

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

Perkins Institution and Mass. School for the Blind,
South Boston, Oct. 1, 1883.

To the Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen:

— In

compliance with the require-

ments of law and custom, we have the honor to
present to you, and, through you, to the legislature, a brief

tution

account of the history of the

under our charge for the

financial

insti-

year

ending Sept 30, 1883.

There

is

no significant event to record, and no

important change to notice in the manner of con-

ducting the

The

affairs

school has

actual operation.

of the establishment.

now been
Its

fifty-two

years in

successive annnal reports

and minute statements of
its internal concerns, the course and modes of
instruction, the management and government of
have contained such

full

the pupils, the accommodations for the health and
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comfort of the household, and the various arrange-

ments for prosecuting its work successfully, that we
do not deem

necessary to enter again upon the

it

details of these topics.

ing the

last

Suffice

it

to say that dur-

twelve months the usual good order

has prevailed, and the same satisfactory progress

made throughout.
The present total number of

has been

blind

persons

immediately connected with the institution, in
departments,

its

is

160.

The

all

details of the admis-

sions and discharges will be given in the report of

the director.

The general
good

so

health of the inmates has not been

as heretofore.

In

fact,

owing perhaps

to

the protracted severity of the cold weather and
the prevalence of epidemic diseases in the city, the

amount of sickness has been greater than usual.
Besides the appearance of the measles and other
ailments, the scarlet fever suddenly

we have

household, and

assistant matron.

to

mourn

invaded the

the loss of the

Miss Virtiline Haskell, who died

of this disease on the 13th of June.

person of good
character,

by

all

affairs

long be cherished

of the institution have been admin-

geously to the

school

will

her.

acceptably

istered

tender heart and excellent

and her memory

who knew

The

The

abilities,

to

our board, and

advanta-

recij)ients of its benefits.

report of the director will
is

She was a

well equipped in

all

its

show

that the

departments, and
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that the officers and teachers have performed their

respective duties with their accustomed fidehty and
ability.

Members of our board who have made frequent
have observed that the
best feelings exist between the members of the
visits

to the institution,

household, and that proper attention

is

comfort of the children, and due care

upon

paid to the
is

bestowed

their mental development, physical training

and moral improvement.

Commencement Exercises.
These exercises were held at Tremont Temple
on Tuesday, June 5, at 3 p. m. Tickets of admission,

with a circular of invitation, were sent

to all the

members of the

benefiictors

corporation, and to the

and friends of the

institution.
Every
was occupied, and a large number of applicants were refused admission for want of room.
Our president, Dr. Samuel Eliot, occupied the

seat

and made a brief but exceedingly eloquent
and admirably pertinent address, in which, amonochaii',

'

Other things,

he said that "the institution has
existed deep and strong in the benevolence of its
founders and the community for
will exist

fifty years,

deeper and strongei- for

century to come.

It

many

makes no unusual

asks for no exceptional sympathy.

and

a half

claim,

It only

and

shows

that, while all education is interesting, in that

overcomes

difficulties,

here

it

overcomes

far

it

more
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than ordinary

He

difficulties."

also spoke earnest

words of friendly encouragement and wise counsel

who

to the six graduates

received their diplomas

at his hands.

The

exercises of the

were of unusual

school

interest,

and gave not only pleasure, but a

surprise

to

the

immense audience.

brief, appropriate, incisive,

ling with taking points.

real

They were

convincing and spark-

They

reflected credit of

the very highest kind on the assiduity and industry

of the pupils, on the talents and fidelity of their
teachers, and on the completeness

of the educational

and

efficiency

advantages afforded

by the

institution.
It

might have been feared

that, after the novelty

of the spectacle had begun to lose
the

interest

its

freshness,

which the exercises of our pupils

mind would graduBut, on the contrary, we are happy

originally excited in the public
ally subside.

to

report

that each

successive

year shows an

increase of interest.

The Appeal for a Kindergarten.
The kindergarten

exercises^ wei"e

made

a special

feature in the festival, and the greatest interest

centered about them.

Dr.

W.

T. Harris of Con-

cord made an excellent address, in which he spoke
earnestly of the peculiar significance and value of

Froebel's system; and his remarks were heartily

applauded.
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A

brief

circular,

printed in raised characters

and distributed extensively among the audience,
called attention to the

need of money to establish

many

a primary school for the

who

dren,

are now, at

little

sightless chil-

tenderest and most

the

impressionable age, either neglected or being perverted
follows

the progress

all

education for the blind
lacking for

There

"•

is

quote as

is

and advancement, our S3'stem of

not yet complete.

New England
five

a large

and

vital

number of

who

nine,

received in a mixed school like ours.

element

is

are

They

blind children

too

young

live

and move

to be
in

Their minds are contaminated

a very unhealthy atmosphere.

low influences, and their growth

ill-ventilated

A

its perfection.

in

between the ages of

b}'

We

—

:

" With

still

atmosphere.

vicious

a

in

is

stinted by confinement in

and comfortless quarters.

Tliey waste

away under

the rust of neglect and the want of sufficient food and proper
care.

"Humanity,

demand

alike

justice,

expediency and imperative duty,

that immediate

all

and vigorous measures should be

taken for the establishment and endowment of such a school as
will

be not only an auxiliary,

V)ut

a

complement

to our institu-

tion."

The

force of this call

the exquisite

was increased tenfold by

work of the

little

boys and

girls of

They demonstrated in a
and convincing manner the great

the kindergarten classes.

most practical
promise and

possibilities of this fruitful

branch of

education, and pleaded eloquently and fervently

by

the deftness of their fingers the cause of their
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and

smaller brothers

sisters

misfortune,

in

whose early instruction and training there

for

is

no

provis'on whatever.

The number of self-supporting and independent
blind men and women will increase in proportion
and thoroughness of

to the efficiency

early

this

and beggary and the sum of human

training,

suffering will diminish correspondingly.

Such

the scope and character of this

is

The

enterprise.

favor with which

new

announce-

its

ment has been received by the leading newspapers
of JS^ew England

we

ment, and

already a powerful encourage-

trust that the

disposed to give
is

is

'

community

the support which

it

hard to conceive of a more

objectionable form

upon sound

May

it

principles

commend

and aims

merits.

It

It

is

based

at great i-esults.

reason as well as the

whom much

has been given, and

so to employ their trust as to

produce the greatest good

be

or less

pi'actical

beneficence.

itself to the

hearts of those to

who wish

of

it

will

in the present

make
and

it

in

the future.

Fina:nces.

The

report

of

the

treasurer,

examined and

approved by the auditing committee of the corporation, is herewith presented.
It

shows the finances of the

a satisfactory condition, and

follows

:

—

institution to be in

may

be condensed as
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Cash

in

hands of treasurer, general

fund, Oct

1,

1882,

.

.

$8,650 43

.

Total receipts of the treasurer from
all

sources during the year,

100,128 99

.

.

$108,779 42

His total expenditures and investments,

Cash balance

To

106,055 11

.

....

in treasury,

facilitate a

.

$2,724 31

thorough and minute examination

of the expenses of the estabUshment, the treasurer's report

is

accompanied by an aualysis of the

director's account,

which gives

specific information

in regard to the principal articles

prices paid.

By

this all items of

consumed, with
expense

may be

seen at a glance.
Frugality and rigid economy have been practised in the administration of the institution,

and

no expense has been incurred which was not obviously required

either

for

the

efficiency

of

the

school or for the health and comfort of the household.

In the
bility

management of

the funds strict accounta-

All moneys

has been invariably observed.

are received

upon written

by the treasurer, and paid out by him

who act
They scruti-

requisitions of the auditors,

in place of an executive committee.

nize the accounts of current expenses at the end

of each month, and not one dollar

is

allowed by

them, except upon exhibition of a proper voucher.

We

should do injustice to our feelings

if

we did

not express our high appreciation of the valuable
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services readily and gratuitously rendered both

the

of

ti'easurer

the

corporation,

by

Mr. Edward

Jackson, and the members of the auditing committee, Messrs.

Samuel G. Snelling and James

Sturgis.

We

the

feel

need of larger funds

department of the

We

institution.

every

for

must look

to

benevolent and high-minded citizens for an endow-

ment fund, which

yield

will

a

sufficient

annual

income for the wants of the school, and secure
independence permanently, so that
to be second to

which

it

none

it

may

its

continue

the educational facilities

in

offers.

Repairs a^b Impkovements.
Although there has been a great deal done

way

in the

of repairs and improvements dui-ing the last

eight or ten years,

still,

both the internal and exter-

nal condition of most of our buildings, especially

the formei',
be.

is

yet very far from what

Walls, ceilings,

cases, all

floors,

seem more or

it

ought to

windows, doors,

less

stair-

out of order, and

require constant and steady attention.

Hence

the

work of renovation w^as again taken up during the
summer vacation, and carried forward as many
steps as the means at our disposal would allow.
The four cottages for the girls have been
thoroughly attended
dition.

The

to,

and put

in excellent

con-

plastering has been repaired through-

out, the walls

and woodwork painted

in

various
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tints,

the mantelpieces reset, and

defects care-

all

fully remedied, so far as they could

be discovered.

In the main building about one thousand yards
of plastering have been renewed, and the walls of
ten chambers and three of the lower entries have

been painted; while

in

one of the

dated doors and frames

new ones

latter, the dilapi-

have been replaced by

of hard wood, and the entire hall has

been wainscotted.
Moreover, the matron's sitting-room has been
completely renovated, tastefully

made very comfortable and
Several

and

decorated,

attractive.

other repairs and improvements

of a

minor character have been carried out with a view
to

increasing

health,

and

the

conveniences, promoting

securing

the

safety of the

the

house-

hold.

The accomplishment of this work has cost the
This amount of
institution the sum of $3,461.76.
money,

like all others previously

same purpose, was mainly spent

applied for the
for

the

preservation of the buildings from further

and

deterioration, without

adding anything

mei'e
deca}'-

to the

increase of the value of the real estate of the establishment.

Embossing Books foe the Blind.
Thanks

to

the

generosity of the friends and

benefactors of the blind, the income of the printing

fund has enabled us to carry on the work of

this
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department with the usual vigor and steady regu-

and

larity,

issue several

to

new books of great

merit.

Of

the " Youth's Library," five volumes have

been printed during the past year, which, added to
the three previously embossed,

Two more

will

complete the

make

ness of

its

the fingers,

is

besides

for,

attractive-

contents while learning to read with
it

which

them,

;

them by the freshness and

furnishes them with a vast fund of

information

useful

all.

This work

series.

of great importance to juvenile pupils
interesting

eight in

is

a

regarding
valuable

the

world around

auxiliary

object-

in

teaching.

A

good-sized volume of biographical sketches

of noted blind persons and the eminent pioneers
in the

cause of their education, together with those

of such distinguished leaders of
Socrates, Plato, Kant,

and

piled fi'om various sources

human thought

as

others, has been

com-

and published

in

June

list

have

last.

New
also

editions of several

been published, and

books on our

in order to

of the IS^ew Testament complete,

keep our

sets

we have been

obliged to reprint and electrotype the whole of
the

first

volume.

According

to the voluntary testimony of experi-

enced readers residing in

diflPerent sections

country, the works issued by

Press

" continue

the "

of the

Howe Memorial

to be superior both in subject-

25
matter and

in

mechanical execution and durability

to those printed elsewhere, while their cost has

been greatly reduced.

The eagerness with which our pupils are waiting for new books to come out of the printingthe zest with which they peruse them, and

office,

the vast

amount of pleasure and knowledge which

they derive from reading them, bear witness to
the wisdom and benevolence of the patrons of the

who must be

enterprise,

by the thought,

gratified

that they have contributed from their abundance
to provide this inestimable

New

boon

for the blind of

England.

WoKK Department
Owing

to

the

eok Adults.

depression which has generally

prevailed in business circles, this department has
suffered

more or

less in

common

with

all

industrial

enterprises.

The

receipts from

all

sources have amounted to

115,390.91, being a decrease of $289.95 from those

of the previous year.

The expenses

for stock,

labor,

wages of employes, insurance and

rent of
all

store,

other items

have been $16,876.68.

The

cost of carrying on the workshop, over

and

Hence the
institution, compared

above the receipts, has been $556.27.
loss to the

treasury of the

with that of the previous year, has been decreased

by $561.02.
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There have been twenty blind persons employed
to do the work, and the snm paid in cash to them,

wages

as

for their labor, has

been

.$3,579.34, or

$21.47 less than in 1882.

This resume, of the accounts of the workshop

shows that
sive

operations have not been so exten-

its

as heretofore,

improvement

and that there

is

but Utile

which has been

in its financial status,

quite unsatisfactory for a long time.
It is

highly desirable that the business of this

department should be increased,

may pay

its

expenses, and that

its

in

order that

it

may

be

benefits

extended to a larger number of meritorious and
industrious

persons,

who

are

striving

to

keep

away from the almshouse, and

to

Avhom the bread

of charity

It

ought to have

not palatable.

is

an income of

its

own.

The scanty funds of

institution are too limited to supply the

the

wants of

Indeed, they do not sufiice

Avorkshop.

the

to

cany out other plans relating to the development of the school, which have been so often
commended to the attention of the corporation and
approved by

We

it.

earnestly

recommend

this beneficent

branch

of our institution to the patronage of the public.
It

is

scarcely necessary to I'enew the

that the

work

is

done

faithfully

assurance

and thoroughly,

and that our charges are very reasonable.
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Closing Ke marks.

summing up the record of the events of
another year, we beg leave to say, that the school
In

is

moving- steadily forward on the road of progress,

that

its

work has been crowned with

measure of success, and that
tions of

all

noble founder, and

its

a reasonable

the just expecta-

generous and

its

benevolent friends, have been realized to a very
great degree.

We

again

extend

a cordial invitation

to the

executive and council of the commonwealth

of

Massachusetts, to the legislature and members of
the corporation, as well as to the chief magistrates

and other

officials

of the ^NTew England states, and

to all citizens interested in the education

and wel-

fare of the blind, to visit the institution as often as

they can, and to see for themselves the condition
of

its

pupils,

internal

affairs,

the

improvement of the

and the benefits which they derive from

the public aid afforded to them.

For further information

relating to the details of

the instruction of the blind and the
training,

which

is

we

refer

hereto

you

modes of their

to the report of the director,

appended, and which gives an

account of the present state of the various depart-

ments of the
accomplished

institution, of the

or

inaugurated

and of the harvest which

is

work

that has been

during

the

year,

being reaped in this
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most interesting

field

of beneficence and

human

culture.

All which

is

respectfully submitted

by

francis brooks,
john s. dwight,

engelhardt,
joseph b. glover,
henry lee higginson,
m.

edward

n.

perkins,

john c. phillips,
samuel m. quincy,
samuel g. snelling,
james sturgis,
gp:orge w. wales,

JOHN

II.

WETHERBEE,
Trustees.

THE EEPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

To THE Trustees.

Gentlemen:

—A

brief retrospect

of the work

and progress of the school during the past year,

and an attempt

to set forth

its

present wants and

future prospects, and to touch upon such subjects
as relate to the education of the blind, will consti-

tute the materials of

the report of the director,

which I have the honor to present to your board.

Whoever

seeks information regarding the nature,

objects and condition of the institution, naturally

looks for
it

it

in its annual reports.

elsewhere.

To meet

He

this want, these

cannot find

documents

must of necessity contain statements which are
more

oi'

less

repetitions of similar ones formerly

made.
It is a great privilege to be able again to

speak

of the continued prosperity of the institution and
refer to

most of the events of the year with

satis-

faction.

The ordinary
trial

courses of study, music and indus-

and physical training have been pursued with
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undeviating regularily, and gratifying improve-

ment has been made

departments of the

in all the

establishment.

The

pupils have prosecuted their several occupa-

with

tions

assiduity,

and

cheerfulness

success.

Their time has been divided as usual between the
school-rooms, the music-rooms, the workshops, the

gymnasium and the play-ground.
The teachers and officers of the

institution

performed their respective duties
only to
secure

my

elicit

my

in

a

have

way not

approbation, but to merit and

gratitude.

It is

but simple justice and

ungarnished truth to say that the prosperity and
progress of the

measure due

mon

tact

establishment

are

in

a

to their hearty cooperation,

and

discretion,

and

to

their

great

uncomfaithful

laboi's.

The customary vacations during

the year have

given variety and rest to the scholars, relaxation

and strength

to the teachers,

change and home to

all.

The advancement made by
which has reigned

and the pleasure of

the pupils, the order

in the school,

and the harmony

and good-will wliich have pervaded the household,
are highly commendable, while diligence in study,

industry in work and practice, and readiness in
attention to duty, have given an assurance of positive progress in

The

knowledge, virtue and happiness.

organization of the institution and

internal arrangements

and regulations are

all

its

in per-
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feet

harmony with

the requirements of the present

and are calculated

time,

ests of the blind.

No

clannish

monkish seclusion

tion to

promote the best

to

the contrary, everything

is
is

efficiently for the battle of

On

and

On

done to arm the pupils

common,
to

social

and

life,

contend resolutely,

but generously, for their share of
responsibihties,

or a disposi-

fostered by them.

them with courage

to inspire

spirit,

inter-

duties, its

its

blessings.

its

the whole, the record of the year

may

be

away among the annals of the past with the
examined and approved."
inscription, "Read,

filed

Nothing therein contained should be considered,
however, as assuming that all has been done that
might have been accomplished, or as lessening the
obligation to attain better and higher results in the
future.

Such

of activity,

a notion

would weaken the springs

and render powerless the wings of

progress.

Fifty-two years ago the

field

of the education of

the blind in this country

was of

was a mere

Shrubs and

wilderness.

little

promise.
thistles

It

grew

borders, and literal barrenness

was in the
through
the
But
sagacity
and
tireless toil
midst.
Howe,
who
undertook
its
cultivation
with
of Dr.

on

its

the resolution of a pioneer and the enthusiasm of
a devotee,

it

was transformed

verdant garden, and

its

into a fresh

ajDpearance

now

the hearts of the friends of humanity.

and

delights

While we

rejoice with them at the close of another year in
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the hope of

its

continued

steps of our noble
soil,

fertility, let

Cadmus and

us follow the

strive to enrich its

and not only increase the quantity but improve

the quality of

its fruits.

Number of Inmates.
The

total

number of

blind persons

connected

with the various departments of the institution at
the beginning of the past year as pupils, teachers,

employes and work men and women, was 165.

There have since been admitted 23; 28 have been
discharged; making the present total number 160.

Of

these,

140 are in the school proper, and 20

in

the workshop for adults.

The

first

class

includes

boys and

125

girls

enrolled as pupils, 11 teachers and 4 domestics.

Of

the pupils, there are

now 108

in attendance, 17

being temporarily absent on account of bodily

weakness or from various other causes.

The second class comprises 16 men and 4
women, employed in the industrial department for
adults.

No
acter,

applicant of proper age, of good moral char-

and of average intelligence

admission.
fit

On

the contrary,

all

is

ever refused

who appear

to be

subjects for the school are promptly received on

probation, and retained on the

discharged after a

fair

list

and patient

of pupils or

trial.

For many years past the number of male pupils
has

been considerably larger than that of the
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females, and the preponderance of the sterner sex

among- the new comei's was always noticeable.

This order has of

been reversed, and the pro-

late

portion of the girls to that of the boys admitted at
the beginning of the present session

double;

it is

is

more than

nearly three to one.

Health or the Household.

By

attention

which govern

the

to

life,

immutable natural

commands, and by obeying them
possible,

laws

by considering them as divine

we have endeavored

as

strictly as

to secure the bless-

But with

ing of health for our household.

all

these efforts, there has been, during the past year,

an unusual amount of

illness,

department and afterwards

in

first

in

the girls'

that of the

boys,

attributable, probably, to so protracted a season of

steady cold weather as

we had

last winter,

and to

the prevalence of epidemic diseases in the city and
the neighboring towns.

Among

other minor ailments, there occurred in

during the months of December,
January and February two cases of pneumonia,
the

cottages

On

three of erysipelas, and one of scarlet fever.
the

appearance of the latter disease

vigorous

measures

spreading

among

the

were

taken

])U))ils,

and

to
it

the

most

prevent

its

was stamped

out effectually.

For about a month afterwards the usual degree
of good health prevailed in both departments but
;

;
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middle of April, the measles broke out

the

in

among

the boys, in a light form, and

had not had the disease
were attacked by
the school
for the

was

it.

all

who

those

number,

before, seven in

Soon the sanitary horizon of

and the preparations

clear again,

commencement

exercises were completed

without further interruptions.
In the midst of the pleasure and gratification

which followed the striking success of the performances at our exhibition

at

Tremont Temple,

The

cloud rose to shadow^ our household.

assist-

ant matron, Miss Yirtiline Haskell, was taken

on Sunday, the 10th of June.
disease

was found

On

a

ill

Tuesday, her

to be scarlet fever, of a malig-

nant nature, and she

was removed

the city hospital, where

once to

at

she received

the

most

skilful

medical aid and watchful care and nursing

but

was of no

all

night,

June

avail.

She died on Wednesday

13th, lamented

by

all

who knew

her

amiable disposition, her devotion to the duties of

her

office

and the welfare of the children, and her

sterling qualities of character

the scholars,

who had gone

One

and heart.

of

to a friend's house to

spend Sunday, was attacked, simultaneously with

Miss Haskell, by the same disease.

He

recovered, however, as did also two others,

were taken

ill

soon

who

immediately after the close of the

school term and their arrival

home

for the

summer

vacation.

On

the whole, in point of health, the past year
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has been the most trying and unsatisfactory one
since

my

connection with the institution.

my

I take this opportunity to express

obligations and grateful

deepest

acknowledgments

to the

superintendents of both the City and the Massachusetts General hospitals, Dr.

George H. M. Rowe

and Dr. James H. Whittemore,

for the

readiness

with which they received such pupils as our medical inspector,

Dr. Homans, deemed

it

necessary to

send to them, and for the kind attention and considerate care which they

bestowed upon them.

Before the beginning of the present school term,
drainage

the

of our buildings was thoroughly

examined by a sanitary expert

for the second time

during the past year, and w^as pronounced to be
flawless.

Government and
The government of
its

Discipline.

the institution

character, and moral suasion

is

parental in

the leading prin-

our system of discipline.

ciple in

is

'No

corporal

punishment or harsh measures of treatment of any
kind are permitted.

The

rules are as simple

and

reasonable as the necessities and exigencies of a

They aim at
decorum, which means

family like ours allow them to be.

the maintenance of strict

and

becoming

behavior,

and are carefully observed.

Further

than

nothing

proper

conduct,

this,

are left to that

good

is

manners

required of the pupils,

wholesome

liberty of action,

who

which
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is

the leaven for the development

of mdividiial

independence.

The members of
granted

are

They

are

the higher classes of the school

the

of

self-government.

nor

reprimanded or

privilege

neither marked,

reproved, but are expected to comply with the
rules

and regulations of the establishment, and

to

conduct themselves like young ladies and gentle-

men.

If they

fail

to

do

they are classed with

so,

the younger children, and treated as such, until

they redeem their character and regain their rank.

This system of self-discipline by the pupils
rather a gradual evolution than a

new and

den departure from existing methods.
object

is

reliance,

and

and build up an atmosphere of manhood,
truth.

my

wonderfully well, and
effects is so

shall

sud-

Its chief

to raise the standard of self-control

womanhood and

we

is

unbounded

So

far

it

has

worked

faith in its beneficent

that I earnestly trust that

soon be able to extend

it

to

some of the

lower divisions of the school.

of Operations.

Pla:n^

Our general system

of education and training

has been pursued with such alterations and im-

provements as experience seemed to suggest and
progress to require.

But, as in the fundamental

principles of our plan, so in

modifications of
is

its

all

the changes and

methods, the main aim and end

to secure for the blind better ph^^sical, intellect-
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ual and social advantages than they have hitherto

The prime

enjoyed.

view

is

constantly kept in

object

dependence and

to lessen their sense of

strengthen their feeling of
into play those facnlties

self-respect

;

to call

which are necessary for

self-guidance, and to develop such powers as are

indispensable for self-support
to all individuals

;

and, lastly, to give

freedom of action which

that

generates and fosters self-reliance, and the largest
possible liberty, conditioned only on the observance

of the rules of the establishment and consistent

with the order of the household and the rights of
others.

This system

ments of the
force

carried on in the various depart-

institution,

which are to

its

organic

what the brooks and upland springs are

great river.

more

is

We

shall notice each

to a

one of these

in detail hereafter.

These departments have been conducted

in

a

quiet

and unostentatious manner; and, although

there

is

undoubtedly much room for improvement

in the quality of their work,

as well as in the

means and methods of performing
been accomplished

is

it,

yet what has

on the whole satisfactory

and very creditable to those who are employed

As

them.
is

in

a rule, whatever degree of excellence

attained in any of the branches of the establish-

ment

is

not considered as a

final

triumph, but only

serves as a vantage-ground, from which to survey
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the whole

and discover

of operations

field

still

further improvements to be made.

Literary Department.
During the past year the
tant department,

results of this impor-

which constitutes the foundation

of our system of education, have been exceedingly
satisfactory.

There has been a marked improvement
ethical

and intellectual atmosphere of the school,

and the continual adoption of
sive

in the

rational

and progres-

methods of instruction has kept on a constant

advance

all

along the line in the several branches

of study.

The pi'ominence given

to teaching objectively, of

which mention has been made

previous reports,

in

and the merit

has been fully

sustained,

ing therefrom

of a higher order than ever before.

is

In this connection the classes

in

result-

botany, physi-

ology, zoology, geography, and even

arithmetic,

deserve special praise.

The study of

natural history by

use of specimens and models

is

means of the

of prime impor-

tance everywhere, but especially in a school like
ours; and

I

am exceedingly glad

to notice the

enthusiasm manifested in this department by both
teachers and pupils.

The

additions recently

to our collections of tangible objects

made

and apparatus

have perhaps aided to refresh and strengthen
tendency.

this

39

The matter and methods of
a general

been adapted

rule,

^o

the learners,

instruction have, as
to the

of

capacit}'^

any kind have been

fetters of

Indepen-

imposed on the minds of the children.

dent and glad effort has been invariably stimulated.

The

pupils have been

made

to understand, that

improvement depends upon

their

and that labor
table price set

is still,

and ever

industry,

will be, the inevi-

upon ever3^thing which

They have been taught
and wait the

their application,

to

work with

results with patience.

embodied

will gradually lead

valuable.

is

a purpose,

The

spirit

of

in the daily life of the scholars,

them

to exercise their

powers

on objects external to themselves of greater dignity

and more extended usefulness.

All

available

measures

have

been

taken to

increase the vital sap and suppleness of fresh
in the school,

risk

and to prevent

of becoming petrified.

life

from running the

it

As

a

consequence,

there has been an earnest desire for improvement
in intellectual pursuits, a thirst for usefal

knowl-

edge, a hunger for mental stimulus of a powerful
kind.

Special efforts have been

tendency to cram.
weed, not only

made

to suppress the

This process, like a noxious

sterilizes the soil

of the mind, but

has a moral taint fostering ostentation and conceit.
It

is

fluent,

quite as likely to

make

pupils flippant as

confounding gabble with smartness.

It is

multiplying Shakespeare's " knave very voluble,"
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while better

methods would,

in

Isaac

Taylor's

phrase, " put flippant scorn to blush."

The

results of the progress

made by

the pupils

during the past year are very apparent in the more
general development

among them of

power

the

of

observing carefully and thinking understandingly

Among

concerning that which has been studied.
the most hopeful signs for the future

become a

that the school has

teachers are themselves

ments and

which the

field, in

making various

impi-ove-

heljjful discoveries in the true

education,

work of

instead of contentedly following the

traditionary

Much

the fact,

is

and venerable customs of the

past.

of the refinement of manner and nobleness

of purpose with which visitors to the institution
are impressed,

due to the rare

is

and heart of the instructors.
right and duty, are
ations,

head

qualities of

They

are loyal to

moved by high moral

consider-

and possess that indescribable charm which

comes from native worth, gentle breeding and
nice culture.

The more

quiet and

school appears to the observei*, the

evidence that

it

is

a constant

peaceful the

greater the

and ceaseless care

If he notices no friction,

to the teachers.

because they are such skilful engineers.
sees no machinery,

so smoothly.

warmth

it

is

because they make

If he finds pleasant light

in the class-room,

it

is

it

is

If he
it

run

and genial

because they keep

the lamps of cheerfulness and the fires of patient

endeavor burning

steadily.
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To

the careful planning and unwearied labors

we

of the teachers

are

indebted for the

chiefly

very unique and beautiful exhibition in connection

commencement exercises held at Tremont
Temple on the 5th of June last.
One of the young ladies, who, having completed
with the

their course of studies, received diplomas on this

Burnham

occasion, Miss Julia E.

of Lowell, has

since passed the requisite examination successfully

and entered the State formal School
ham,

in

Framing-

at

order to qualify herself as a teacher for

Our graduates generally com-

seeing children.

pare very favorably with those of the high schools

and academies of

New

As

England.

a specimen

of the thoroughness of their training and the character of their

copy herewith

literary attainments, I venture to

m

toto

the brief but excellent vale-

dictory address, prepared and delivered by Miss

Lenna D. Swinerton of Danvers

:

—

" Before saying the reluctant yet hopeful

whom we

speak are reminded of the

cational benefactors.
this occasion,

gi*eat

farewell, those for

debt due to our edu-

Mere words cannot cancel

we have nothing

else to offer.

words as gratitude's promissorj' notes, payable
possessed by every individual

may do and

be

;

it

;

and

yet,

on

So please accept
in

that specie

— namely, the best that he or she

your aim in educating us having been to raise

such specie to the standard value.

"

To His Excellency

the governor and the legislature of

Massachusetts, and to the corresponding representatives of the
other

New England

states,

we tender our

sincere thanks for
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their

generous and unfailing support

of this special public

school.

"

To

our board of

their hearty

trustees

we express our

gratitude for

sympathy and cooperation with each step of our

school progress.

"

To our director and teachers we owe more than we yet
we are deepl}' grateful for their unceasing faithful-

realize, but

ness and forbearance.

" Schoolmates, though henceforth our paths diverge, our interest in the
all that is

coming kindergarten

— childhood's Aurora — and in

noble and beautiful, will ever be one and the same.

"

On
By

where Washington

the hill

Viewed

the foe from Boston fl}ing,

his vigilance outdone,

Stands our school to-day dispelling

Ignorance and want,

its

dower,

Record of a great conception,

—

Giving us what made the nation,

Freedom from a tyrant's power.
"

Leave we now our places here,
Fare-thee-well and flourish ever.

As from

Makes

these

whose constant care

what thou

thee

art,

we

sever,

This our constant aim shall be,

To

live

worthy of thy teaching.

Virtue's fragrant flowers wearing,

Growing
"Farewell

in activity.

household dear!

to thy

Joy with grief combines

at parting.

For as children seek the cheer

Of

the mother's smile and blessing,

Ere they launch where
So

for thine

Comforted
"

Go

we

if

life's

seas swell,

ask and linger.

thou canst answer,

approved,'

'

God speed you

well.' "
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A few

days after our annual

festival the princi-

pal teacher of the boys' department, Miss Julia

Roxana Gilman,

sailed for

Europe

of travel and recreation.

Our

for the purpose

entire

community

joined in wishing her heartily a prosperous voyage

and delightful stay abroad.

But, great as was the

interest manifested in her journey

ures, her

happy and

and

pleas-

its

home was greeted
with genuine joy and most cordial congratulations.
safe return

There has occurred but one change
of teachers during the past year.
Carnes, a

mon

young lady of great

industry, resigned

at

term, and Miss Frances B.

in the

corps

Miss Annie E.

ability

and uncom-

the close of the last

Winslow of Brewster,

a graduate of the normal school at Bridgewater,

was appointed

to

the vacancy.

fill

The present session of the
menced under the most favorable
the rest and relaxation of the

school has
auspices.

summer

comAfter

vacation,

both pupils and teachers have returned promptly
to their work,

and have entered upon

tive duties with their

their respec-

accustomed earnestness and

zeal.

Music Department.
Plutarch says that " music
rior,

so divine, so great,

and so sublime,
holding

it

in

— that

is

something so supe-

— something

so beautiful

our fathers were right in

high estimation in education.'

In the

case of the blind these words of the Chseronean

philosopher and historian

may

be applied

with
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additional force.

For, besides being an exhaust-

less source of aesthetic culture

and moral refinement, this queen of the fine arts opens to them
vistas of delightful enjoyment, and so wide a field
of practical advantages, that no curriculum of any
school specially intended for their benefit can be

complete without giving

it

a most prominent and

conspicuous place.
In this institution music has continued to receive
all the attention which its vast importance
merits,

and the department devoted to its study and practice has been well conducted, and its aims and
purposes have been pursued with assiduity and
with satisfactory results.

The number of
in

pupils

who

received instruction

music during the past year was ninety-one.

Of

these eighty-two studied the piano; ten, the cabinet and church organ; eighteen, harmony; four,

the violin; eighteen, reed and brass instruments;
sixty-eight practised singing in classes;

twentyone received individual vocal training, and sixteen
participated in the practical exercises of the nor-

mal teaching

classes.

There has been but one change
teachers of this department.

in the corps of

Miss Constance A.

Heine, a talented musician and brilliant performer,
resigned her position at the end of the fii'st quarter
of the school session, and the vacancy was filled
by the appointment of Miss Annie Keith of

Middleborough.
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In compliance with a vote passed by your board,
the violin was introduced into this

during the

last term,

department

and a competent teacher, Mr.

Julius Akeroyd, was engaged to give instruction

AVe augur much good from

on that instrument.

reappearance as a factor

its

musical study.

many
flute,

in

our course of

Special professors have

years employed

to teach the

been for

cornet,

the

the clarionet, and the higher classes in sing-

but
ing and vocal training, with great success
the violin, the king of the stringed instruments,
;

was absent from

the importance of

its

It raises

estimated.

school for a long period, and

oui'

readoption cannot be over-

our pupils at one step to the

round of the ladder of musical endeavor,
and places them, still more emphatically than be-

hio-hest

the front ranks of the musical students

fore, in

and aspirants of the age.
This

a point which, in all the departments of

is

the institution, I
fore our eyes.
fall

am most
Kever

anxious to hold up be-

to lose our date, never to

behindhand, always to keep pace with the cur-

rent of educational progress, never to post-date it.
The familiar adage, that " the early bird gets the

worm,"
ters

is

as

as true in artistic

in

the business

and

intellectual mat-

sphere to

which these

accomplishments introduce our pupils, and which

we must

therefore keep in view.

l^o efforts or expense within the limits of our

means have been spared

to increase the facilities
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and improve the advantages offered by our music
department,

and the thoroughness of

its

work

and the efficiency of

its

judged by

Our graduates continue

its

fruits.

training can be

easily

to

be very successful in their vocations as teachers
of vocal and instrumental music.
tion

is

sought after in the various communities

where they establish themselves
school,

and

Their instruc-

after leaving the

and they are generally regarded as

reliable

faithful ministers of their art.

The numerous

opportunities of hearing excel-

lent music afforded in so friendly a spirit

who have

the direction and

by those

management of our

best concerts, oratorios, operas and recitals, have

been as generously and munificently offered as
heretofore, and the visits of artists to our estab-

lishment have continued from time to time to delight its pupils.

To

more than ordinary
these

external

those

among them who have

taste

and talent

for music,

advantages are of as much im-

portance as the thorough instruction which they
receive at the institution; for they introduce
into the higher spheres of art,

them

and enable them

to

appreciate and enjoy the masterpieces of the great

composers, interpreted by eminent
well-drilled orchestras

artists

and choruses.

For these most valuable contributions
musical
scholars,

culture

and

and by

artistic

to

the

refinement of our

our warmest thanks and

knowledgments are hereby tendered

grateful

ac-

to their kind
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and

friends

liberal benefactors,

Perhaps

be given elsewhere.

whose names

it

will

will

be gratify-

ing to them to know, that nowhere in the whole
civilized

woild do the blind enjoy one-half the

benefits

which are so freely and cheerfully be-

cal

societies

guished

artists

While
came

was

I

of Boston.
finishing this

me from

to

Kew

England by the musiand organizations, and the distin-

stowed upon those of

paragraph, a letter

one of the ablest and most noted

musicians of Boston, Mr. "William H. Sherwood,

who has

for

the welfare

many

years taken a deep interest in

and progress of our scholars, and

whose exquisite performances on the pianoforte
have many a time delighted them.

From

this

note I take the liberty of copying the following
extract as an illustration of
eral of

my

my

statement: "Sev-

most advanced pupils

will

Mrs. Sherwood

play at the institute this winter.

and I

will also play, if

please send

me

This department
useful

desire

Will you

it.

the choice of evenings ? "

TujSting

one,

you

be glad to

and

is

Department.
eminently a practical and

constitutes

a

very

important

branch of our system of training the blind for
the remunerative occupations of
a

new spur and

ties,

and opens

life.

It infuses

stirring motive into their activito

them a

lucrative employment.

field of

congenial and
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The number of
struction

in

pupils

m-

received

tuning pianofortes during the past

Two

year was thirteen.

Parker of

who have
of these

— Benjamin

F.

'New Hampshire, and WilHam

IS^ashua,

P. Garrison of Yernon, Michigan

— graduated

at

the close of the last school session, and are exceed-

ingly well qualified both in the theory and practice

of their

art,

to

advantage and

render

profitable to themselves

and serviceable

it

so as to turn

to the communities in

it

which they

live.

Increased attention and care have

stowed upon

this

been

be-

department, and the modes of

training therein pursued have been as thorough

and systematic

as heretofore, while the mechanical

appliances and tangible apparatus have been kept
in excellent condition.

The

pianofortes in the public schools of the city

of Boston, one hundred and thirty-two in number,

have been entrusted to our charge for another
year, on the

same terms

as the last.

Our

tuners

have taken such great care and pains to do their

work promptly and

to the entire satisfaction of the

music teachers employed by the

city,

and of

all

competent judges, that not a word of complaint or
unfavorable criticism has been breathed from any
direction.

This contract

is

a strong endorsement

of our graduates, and a high recommendation of
their skill

and

ability, silencing eff'ectually the

base

aspersions and sneering insinuations of unscrupulous rivaliy, and for

its

seventh renewal

we

are
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under lasting obligations

to the fair-mindedness

who

board

The

and

members of the school

sense of justice of those

have charge of the matter.
our tuners

of

services

continue to be

everywhere, and the

steadily sought

patronage

extended to them by some of the best and most
intelligent families of

During the

increase.

Boston

is

constantly on the

past, year the earnings of

$1,789.

Of

— $65, —

re-

the tuning department amounted to
this

sum,

only

a

small

fraction,

mains to be collected, the balance, $1,724, having
already been paid to the treasurer.

Besides the

young men who are regularly employed to do the
work on the pianofortes belonging to the public
schools and on those of our customers, several of

the present pupils are called on from time to time
to assist them.

These, in addition to the practice

which they gain, receive pecuniary remuneration
for their 'services,

which

in

many

instances

is

of

great help to them.

About

a score

and a half of our graduates, who

have been trained
have

left

in the

tuning department, and

the school during the last ten or twelve

years, are scattered

all

over the country, from the

Atlantic to the Pacific, and the majority of them
are doing exceedingly well and are quite prosperous.

Two,

Bolles, are

Orville C. Cadwell

and William C.

employed by n music firm

annum apiece.
Boesch, Edward E. Ware and

Minnesota, at a salary of $600 per
Three, Henry E.

in St. Paul,

50

Eugene A.

Bigelowj, are

working very advanta-

geously and successfully in Cleveland, Ohio.

James H.

Stirling of Providence,

Rhode

One,
Island,

has been employed by a piano concern in his native
Charles F. Spencer of San Francisco, Cali-

city.

fornia, Charles

W.

Lindsay of Montreal, Canada,

Arthur Andrew of Willimantic, Connecticut, John
"Yars

Rhode

of IS^ewport,

Severance of Lewis,

Kew

York, John

of Fitchburg, Heni-y T. Bray

A.

William

Island,

l!«r.

Marble

of Boylston, and

others, are either pursuing their calling as tuners,

or dealing in various musical instruments in their

respective places, with great profit and excellent

The

prospects of improvement.

Boston, Worcester, Lowell,

in

by

where, ib^upported

own

their

rest are

settled

Lynn and

else-

and

exertions,

seconded by the encouragement of their friends

and the good-will of
This

list,

hastily

their neighbors.

made up from memor>^, without

any reference to the records of the
far

from complete.

simple

memorandum,

imperfect as

of the

It

it is, it

may
or

institution, is

be considered as a

mere

skeleton.

But,

gives some idea of the nature

work of our tuning department, and of

quality of the harvest
fertile field

of

its

which

is

the

being reaped on the

practical usefulness.

Technical Department.

A part of
by the pupils

each day has, as usual, been devoted
to handicraft.

Both boys and

girls
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have repaired regularly

at

workrooms, where they

has'e

fixed

hours to their

been systematically

taught a simple trade and the manipulation of
materials of different kinds.

This practice

is

of immense importance to the

blind in an educational, as well as in an industrial

and sanitary point of view.
of

habits

which

is

regularity

their

to

activity,

the value

of

readily seen in contrast with the feverish

of idle hours and vacant thoughts.

listlessness

It gives

and

them

It trains

them

elasticity

fingers,

and dexterity

and thus

in the use

of

prepares them for a

it

career of usefulness, and for doing something at
least

towards earning their

own

livelihood.

There have been no changes made

either in the

general principles or in the details of the manage-

ment of the

industrial department,

and an exami-

nation of what has been accomplished in each of
its

two branches during the past year,

that

its

afi"airs

and with good
I.

will

have been conducted with

show

fidelity

results.

WorTcshop for the Boys.

Most of our male pupils have been regularly
employed in this workshop, and have been taught
the usual trades with more or less success, the

degree of which

is

determined by the energy and

natural aptitude of the learner.

The

acquisition of a fair

amount of

skill

and

perseverance in the pursuance of handicrafts has
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been insisted upon as a helpful auxiliary
Moreover,

undertaking.

in

every

application,

attention,

accuracy, method, punctuality and despatch have

been invariably required of

all

the apprentices as

the principal qualities, which are indispensable in
the

efficient

These

conduct of business of any kind.

at first sight

may appear to be

and yet they are of

small matters;

essential importance to the

happiness, well-being and usefulness of mankind.

They

are trivial things,

observes,
is

life is

it

true

is

but, as Smiles

:

made up of comparative

the repetition of

little

acts

trifles.

It

which constitutes the

sum of human character.
Some of our older pupils, who
depend wholly upon the labor of

have to

will

hands for

their

their support, are permitted to devote during the
last

year of their tuition a great portion of their

time to mattress

making and

and repairing of parlor

to the upholstering

For a thorough

furniture.

practice in the first of these trades they are placed

under the immediate care of one of the experi-

enced journeymen
II.

in the

for adults.

WorJcrooms for the Girls.

A high degree of
rooms,

workshop

— which

activity has prevailed in these

have

at all times the

of a hive of cheerful workers,

— and

appearance

much has

been therein accomplished which is very creditable
both to the ingenuity and taste of the principal teacher. Miss

Abby

J. Dillingham,

and her
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and to the assiduous industry of the

assistants,

pupils.

demand for bead work,
less care has been bestowed upon it, and more
upon sewing and knitting by hand and machine,
upon crochetting, cane-seating, hammock-making,

Owing

to the limited

and manufacturing a great variety of

articles of

fancy work.

In addition to the instruction which our female
pupils have received in the workrooms, they have
also

been regularly trained in such domestic occu-

pations as seem to

of a housekeeper.

come within the

On

special sphere

unrelaxed

insist-

and whatever may be the

attain-

this point

ence has been

laid,

ments of our

girls in literary

and musical pursuits,

a practical knowledge of household duties and of

provident economy has been considered as one of
their

most prominent virtues and useful accom-

plishments.

Darning

and

patching,

washing

dishes and polishing knives and forks, setting the
table

and dusting

cleaning floors,

silly fashion,

sweeping rooms and

peeling potatoes and doing

things of this sort,
of

furniture,

may be

all

foreign to the regions

and excluded from the education

of children born in the dominions of wealth; but

they are essential elements and important factors
in the welfare of every family of

and should under

all

and undivided attention

moderate means,

circumstances receive due
in a school like ours.
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Department of Physical Tralning.
Of

the children annually received at this insti-

many

tution

are of slender frame, enervated con-

and

stitution

frail health,

and none are so robust

and hardy as the average of seeing youth, or can
equal them in resolute, persevering, hard work.

This

is

in

most cases probably owing

of early rigid discipline, but

it is still

to the

want

more due

to

lack of bodily vigor and activity.

Be

the causes

what they may, however, the

fact

remains undisputed, that the blind as a class have
not oidy to struggle against the barriers imposed

upon them by the

loss of sight, but

moreover

to

contend against consequent inferiority in physical
health and stamina.

Hence no system of educa-

tion can be regarded as efficient- or even suitable
for them, unless

it

includes ample provision for

securely preparing the groundAVork

upon which

the temple of intellectual achievements and moral

excellences

is

to be built.

In this institution a system of physical training,
consisting
military

of

drill,

free

gymnastics,

calisthenics

and

has been carried on with the usual

energy and regularity, and I venture to
with the facts before me, that during the

affirm,

last four

years there has been a marked improvement in the

symmetrical growth, as well as in the appearance

and disposition
system

is

of our pupils.

stronger, their carriage

Their muscular

more

erect, their
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limbs are firmer, their lips fuller than heretofore,

and even the bloom of

their cheeks

is

awkward

drill especially,

some of the most
such as a

peculiarities of blind youth,

heavy use of the

many

By means

instances flushed with faint vermilion.

of the military

in

stooping gait, arms stuck

feet, a

out from the side, and an uncertain and irregular

movement, have been perceptibly corrected.
brief, the exercises in the

gymnasium, added

In

to the

sports and frolic in which the pupils engage spon-

taneously in the open

air

in general given tone to the

during recesses, have

body and animation

to

the mind, vivified the circulation of the blood, pro-

moted digestion and the process of assimilation
and waked up the whole being.

But although the
vital

results so far attained in this

department of our system of education are

quite satisfactory, yet there

is still

improvement and richer harvest.

room

for greater

There should be

a decided Increase in the variety and attractiveness

of the exercises, both in the gymnasium and out of
doors, and an eagerness and enthusiasm on the

part of those

who

practise them.

Our

pupils

must

constantly bear in mind the fact, that, unless systematic physical culture

is

vigorously pursued and

persistently carried out to such an extent as to

lessen their organic weakness, raise the standard

of their strength, improve the capital stock of their

nervous force, and bring them out hale, sound, and
well built,

all

efforts for intellectual

development
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and professional acquirements
end

^o

and unavailing,

futile

prove at the

will

monument

lasting

was ever erected on a foundation of
and decaying timbers.

shifting sands

Give us a Kindergarten

I

Children are God's apostles, day by day
Sent forth to preach of love and hope and peace.

Lowell.

It has

that

been previously stated in these reports,

much

done for the ameli-

as has already been

oration of the social and moral condition of the
blind, the

system of their education

complete.

A

vital

element

perfection.

The

planted

needs to be

pared.

still

There

instruction

soil

is

home, they seem

inertia, left to

bask

hang over the

fire in

little

in the

If they remain
idleness

to

sun

the

for

sightless children

nine.

doomed

in

and

summer and

to

winter, passing through the

tenderest period of their

The

roots are

first

no present provision

and training of

or direction.

its

its

and carefully pre-

tilled

between the ages of four and
at

not as yet

wanting for

is still

which

in

is

life

without any discipline

early practice of Dr.

Howe

of

receiving them under the roof of the institution

and bringing them up with older youth, has been
necessarily discontinued by the rapid

the school.

now

for the

There

is

scarcely

development of

plans and the

full

growth

growth of

room enough
its

of

own
its

in it

legitimate

departments.
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Hence

the organization of a separate establishment

devoted to the education of the smallest blind
children

is

not a mere desideratum:

want and an imperative

To

it is

a grand

necessity.

secure this, the most valuable, although the

lowest round in the ladder of our system of instruction

and training, an earnest and energetic appeal

was made a year ago
tion

to the public for the founda-

and endowment of a kindergarten, and the

makes the project seem more

lapse of time only

important and indispensable.

Whenever we reflect, that whatever good oi- ill
we see in the active world around us was cultivated in the nurseries of a generation ago, we can
scarcely

exaggerate the importance of a

In him

child.

is

folded up, as

it

little

were, the hope of

posterity, just as the future pride of the forest

enclosed in a tiny acorn.

As

Kichter says, "

we

clew of our destiny, wander where
the

cradle-foot."

incipient

opening
ities

man

intellect, the

The

will, lies at

the

creature,

little

in our

The

power.

budding feelings and capac-

and the dawning conscience are committed

to our care;
will

or

But the
woman, is

is

and the

largely be just

child, in all his vast relations,

We

what we make him.

hold in our hand the seal with which the
ductile, impressive

wax

of infant character

soft,
is

to

be moulded.

Educated our children must
or not.

be,

Whether we think of

it

whether we

will

we

are

or not,
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forming them every day.

By

our speech and by

our silence, by our looks and by the tones of our

by our habits and

voice,

by our con-

peculiarities,

versation with each other, by our companions, by

every incident which our

ones witness, they

little

are swiftly and surely trained to

what they

be

will

hereafter.

importance therefore to adopt the

It is of vast

right principles of education for

children as

all

soon as they begin to notice things around them,

and

them by watchful care and parental

to protect

solicitude

when

from

moral infections at the time

lasting impressions are

or for evil, and

But

all

when

this necessity is

case of those
affliction

made

character

either for

is first

taking form.

immeasurably greater

among them upon whom

and misery

is

good

in the

the hand of

heavily laid, and to

whom

no day of hopefulness returns with the seasons of
the year.
It is

beyond doubt that the souls of these tiny

human beings have
cloud of glory of

matter

how

be, they

in

them something of that

which the poet sings.

hideous and unclean their lives

Ko
may

have susceptibilities that can be touched

by the magic wand of kindness and beauty. They
have hearts which can be reached by the radiance
of love and sympathy.

Like

all

other children,

they are blessed with the germs of mental faculties,

natural

aptitudes

and moral excellences,

which can be fostered by culture and brought

to
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fruition

But, born for the most part

by training.

and vice and the by-ways of

in the folds of misery

ignorance and depravity, and cut off in so great a

degree from communion with the external world,
they are the prisoners of wretchedness and the

human

stricken lambs of the

ments of childhood, the pleasures of

home

comforts of

Not

a

are utterly

The enjoy-

flock.

and the

life

unknown

to them.

glimmer of gladness enters the dark cham-

ber of their isolation, not a breath of happiness
lightens the heavy pressure of the iron veil of their
calamity.

There

enveloping them in
until,

no

is

its

ample mantle of charity,

with love's searching lens, some saving germs

can be found and nourished.
is

sympathy

affectionate

Their environment

pregnant with pernicious influences, which stunt

and produce such physical

their natural growth,
peculiarities,

distortions

intellectual

deformities, as no

amount of

skilful training in

in

and unhealthy quarters, or crowded

into the street,

or kicked

moral

Thrust out of sight

later years can eradicate.

ill-ventilated

and

abandoned

and

cuff'ed

to negligence

and

rust,

and driven about, these

unfortunate children tread with weary feet and

wasted strength
life

their thorn-strewn path of early

through the midst of indigence and
sorrow and

want and

privation,

bread they

eat, the air

they hear, are

all

distress,

sufl'ering.

The

they breathe and the talk

either injurious to their health or

poisonous to their character.

The foxes

in

their
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holes, the birds in their nests

and the insects

their habitations have far better care

than these

little

human

and guidance

When

forms.

in

I think of

the dens in which most of them are housed, and of
the squalid dwellings in which they are herded,

without furniture, without clothing save a few rags
for decency,

and with a very limited quantity of

unwholesome

food, sufficing only to maintain

a

dwarfed existence,

— and compare

homes of the

with satin and velvet for their

soft seats,

rich,

and

costly,

warm

them with the

carpets and hangings

and wasteful profusion of luxuries, and

fires

and

bright lights, with books and pictures and per-

fumes, and pure air and spring water, and cleanliness,

and

all

that the others lack,

— oh

!

I cannot

but wonder at the magnitude of the inequality, and
I feel compelled to raise

my

feeble voice, and, in

name of humanity and eternal justice,
fair and prompt cure for some of its most

the

to ask a

striking

features at least.

The remedy

for this palpable injustice,

and the

salvation and future welfare of these children, who,
in the

be,

words of Richter, unfortunate as they ipay

are " nearest to the throne of glory,

as the

smallest planets are most approximate to the sun,"
are to be found exclusively in the immediate pro-

vision of

means and measures

and systematic

removed from

training.

for their early care

They should be

their surroundings

speedily

and placed under

the most genial influences and thorough cultiva-
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tion.

It is

qualities in

by

them

are to be vivified

before the ground
this that will

means that the seeds of good

this

is

and germinate

given to weeds and tares.

It is

prevent their humble talent from being

buried in the depths of helplessness, or becoming
rotten in the marshes of abuse or in the morasses

of indulgence.

more than anything

It is this,

else,

them that sacred spark which
with beauty and lights the flame on

that will kindle in

illumines

life

every altar where
to lofty ideals.

man

sacrifices his baser instincts

It is this alone that will

and strengthen the wings
respect, so as to enable

ing

darkness of

them

affliction

atmosphere of pauperism.
in the spring brings

We

dignity and self-

to out-soa*- the endur-

and

the

distressing

Energetic husbandry
fruition in the

autumn.

can hardly expect to see a perfect tree

let the

By

good

oi

develop

if

we

twig get warped and twisted at the outset.

raising these

little

waifs from a state of sloth

and torpor to one of comfort and diligence, by
teaching them by precept and example to love
truth

and uprightness of conduct and

to

hate

falsehood and deception, and by instructing them
in

habits of industry

engender

in

them a

and

spirit

cleanliness,

we

shall

of self-reliance and inde-

pendence, and a feeling of respect for others, lay
the foundations of sterling

manhood and woman-

hood, and turn the whole current of their lives in
the right direction.

The

blind persons

whom we

see occasionally in the streets of our large cities
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with a placard on the breast heralding their mis-

and with a forlorn

fortune,

dog

little

for a guide,

deeply touch the hearts of the passers-by, and the
pennies drop into the basket held in the poodle's

mouth

no slow and niggard rate

at

their presence reflects very unfavorably

same time

upon

but at the

:

wisdom of our

the

economy, and

social

attaches a disgrace to our civilization; and I

of no measure which

Avill

help more effectually to

new

erase these blots and create a

ment and happiness than

era of advance-

careful

thorough training during the

education and

first foiu'

or five years

of the lives of these infants, which are

wasted
devil

and

The

what

or,

is

worse than

like

either

given to the

between the neglected and the

diflerence

the former "

is

wends

almost incredibly great.

way " through

his

an imkempt creature, the

the genial

this,

now

his ministers.

educated sightless child

While

know

latter,

warmth of knowledge and

life

gladdened by
fitted for the

discharge of duty and general usefulness, takes

member of the human family, conshare to the common weal, and enjoys

his station as a

tributes his

the privileges and
ship,

the obligations of citizen-

thus forming an integral part of society.

The crowning of
is

fulfils

all

these inestimable advantages

that the clouds of night folded round

longer render his existence unhappy.

vated mind
light of the

is

For

him no
a culti-

not dark and gloomy because the

sun and of the stars

is

shut out from

it

;
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but, like the fabled cavern,

which adorn

it

it

glows with the gems

within.

For the accomplishment of

this

grand end, and

attainment of such valuable results in the

the

largest possible

number of

cases, a primary school

for little sightless children should be at once estab-

As

lished.
ises

there

is

not room for

it

on the prem-

of this institution, and, moreover, as

desirable on

many accounts

to locate

it

not

is

it

here,

it

should be placed in Dorchester, Roxbury, Jamaica
Plain, or elsewhere within three or four miles of

the state house.

It should

and well-drained land,
situation,

comprising

occupy a

in a healthy

lot

of high

and pleasant

five acres at least.

It

should

be organized on sound progressive principles, and

by a board of trustees consisting of the
most disinterested and public-spirited citizens of
controlled

Boston.
defined,
either

aims and purposes should be clearly

Its

and there should be nothing eleemosj^nary

in

its

title,

charter, rules

which might compromise

its

educational character.

Its

permanent existence and

of

political

or

sectarian

or regulations

entire

independence

influences

should

be

secured and guaranteed by an endowment fund of
$250,000, and
little

its

doors should be wide open to

sightless children of

condition,

and

who would

to a limited

all

whatever station and

number of seeing

ones,

serve as their associates, playmates and

companions.

They should be kept

of twelve, and

taught and

until the

trained

age

objectively
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according to the rational and philosophic methods

developed in Froebel's kindergarten.

This system

is

admirably suited for the instruc-

tion of blind infants, containing, as
itself the

pelling

it

does, within

power of awakening an inner force com-

them

manliness and righteousness, and

to

of counteracting morbid feelings and peculiarities
flowing from the loss of sight.

broad

the

principle

that

It is

founded on

highest

the

of

type

humanity which education can produce

to be

is

attained by the equal and simultaneous develop-

ment of every

faculty.

provides for the nour-

It

ishment of each root of the

character

on the ground that

earliest stage,

in

are indis-

all

pensable to a noble and perfect growth.

It

seeks

to create in the child whatever tends to unify
in

every direction of his evolution.

its

Unity

is

him
the

fundamental thought which pervades the system.

main stay of the whole structure.

It is the

thing rests on

it,

proceeds from

leads and returns to

The

it.

it,

Every-

strives for

it,

real difference be-

tween the kindergarten and the ordinary school-

room

is

in the spirit, not in the methods.

one, the order

is

made and

by the pupils themselves
teachers.

;

work mostly done

in the other,

by the

Froebel does not treat children as par-

made

rots,

who

and

to acquire such

them

the

In the

are to be

to perform certain tasks

and such

tricks,

but views

as creatures of infinite capability for doing

and learning, whose own

instincts

and

desires

(j5

must be turned towards the things that we deem
desirable.
The standard of this system is not one
of attainment for a given age, but of the

development of

perfect

humanity.

full

Its

and

games,

while they doubtless are a source of amusement to
the children in school, are also the tools, so to
speak, to aid the teacher in her labors.

Attention,

accuracy, quickness of invention, a sense of har-

mony,

of imagination, the

fertility

struction,

and the

first

love

of con-

principles of reasoning, are

taught by means of the gifts or simple toys, while
nicety and dexterity of handling and pleasure in
active exertion are

The
is

promoted by every

peculiarity of the kindergarten

is,

exercise.

that the play

invariably turned to a useful account.

Through

instrumentalit}^ slumbering faculties are to be

its

aroused, drowsy inclinations to be enlivened, and
the powder of reflection cultivated. In this system

no end of learning, no acme of perfection.
Moreover, Froebel is never weary of repeatinothere

is

man must

that

not only hiow, but produce, not

only tM7ik, but do; and that the capacity for

must be fostered

m early

life,

side

by

work

side with the

faculty of observation and comprehension, before

the

memory

These

is

burdened with w^ords and symbols.

habits, valuable as they

a part of the choice

fi-uits

^or

thereby

is

the

solely, or

the

training

may

be, are

of the kindergarten,
obtained

even principally, to the mind.

child's

only

whole nature, aiding

its

directed
It takes

expansion
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physically

and morally, as well as

The rhythmical movement,
ing, the play

intellectually.

the marching

and the merriment,

They improve the
muscular strength, and make

and sing-

contribute to

all

senses, increase

health.

the

the limbs supple and

the heart cheery.

Moral culture
of

habit

also carried

obedience

strict

Froebel appeals

human

is

to'

on through the

under a gentle

law.

of

little

the higher nature

beings, to their generosity, their sense of

right, their devotion to truth, their appreciation of

goodness and

and practical

self-sacrifice, in the

manner.

most

effective

The ordinary dogmatic

method pursued in the common schools is far inThe one orders conduct, the other
ferior to his.
The one teaches catechisms to
cultivates motives.
little

children, the

vision to see beauty
soul

heavenward.

other sharpens their mental

and goodness, and leads the

The one uses

great power of education,
straint,

— as

habit,

an outward re-

the other as an inward regulator.

one disapproves of a

lie

as

much

— the
The

as the other; but

the latter brings intellectual tendencies and associations to aid the moral precepts

and makes

clear-

ness and precision so essential to the pupil's daily

enjoyment of
all

his occupations

and diversions, that

untruth,

such as exaggera-

the channels to

confusedness of mind and incorrectness of
So far as the child's horizon
speech, are cut off.

tion,

extends, he perceives distinctly and speaks plainly.
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and

atmosphere of intellectual veracity

this

which he

lives is

in

promotive of the growth of moral

rectitude.

The average

and mental

intelligence

children taught in the kindergarten
perior to that of pupils

without such training.

is

activity of

infinitely su-

who enter primary schools
The former are more or

less

accustomed to exert themselves

for

information, and prepared

in the search

advance more

to

surely and steadily than the latter.

They gener-

ally perceive things accurately, seize ideas rapidly

and

definitely,

work indepen-

readily,

illustrate

dently, and express their thoughts with correctness

To

and fluency.

persons bereft of sight Froebel's

system promises even higher and richer results
than these.
for gaining

them unequalled

It aff'ords

facilities

an adequate conception of forms of

various kinds and rare opportunities for the practice

and refinement of

their

remaining

especially that of touch, which

ance for the acquisition of

all

is

senses,

their chief reli-

concrete knowledge,

and consequently the most important factor of their
education.
force than

Above
all,

and with

infinitely greater

the drill obtained through

cises so early in
will save

all,

many

life,

a

exer-

under such genial influences,

bUnd

becoming dwarfed, and
iliary for future

its

child from dwindling
will

and

prove a valuable aux-

achievements.

It will help to raise

the standard of attainments in this school to a

higher plane, to enlarge

its

curriculum so as to in-
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elude the study of sciences and languages, and to
increase and extend
its

still

general usefulness.

which

now

is

routine

more widely the sphere of

A

great part of the time

mere primary

necessarily spent in

work and elementary

training, can then be

devoted to the pursuit of advanced studies, both
in the literary

and musical departments, and to a

thorough preparation for a professional or other
Moreover, the path up the steep

calling.

hill

of

knoAvledge will start from the lowest point and be
a continuous one to its summit.

There

chasms

no precipices for

for the tender feet to leap,

Thus

will

be no

there will be a positive and

them

to scale.

most

significant gain at both ends,

some measure pave the way

which

will in

for the solution of the

great problem of the higher education for the blind

and

their

thorough equipment for the struggle of

existence.

So

far as our pupils are concerned, the great

and

lasting benefits of the kindergarten system are not

imaginary.
tion

Nor do

they rest upon mere specula-

or a i^riori reasoning.

stantial, tangible,

They

gathered in the

are real, sub-

field

ence and confirmed by the test of time.

of experiFroebel's

wonderful methods have been introduced and practised in our school for the last three years,
their results

whose

have been truly marvellous.

faculties

and

Children

had been weakened and enervated

by unwise indulgence or benumbed by the frost of
privation, and who, sinking gradually into slug-
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gishness and feeble-mindedness, were averse even to

locomotion and unable to do anything elsewhere,

have made remarkable advancement under

Boys and

fluence.
less

girls wiio

its in-

seemed entirely help-

and had no command whatever of

their hands,

have been roused to energy and activity by

Through

agency.

tractive occupations of sewing, stick-laying,

ing, cube building,

its

the simple but lively and at-

moulding

in clay

weav-

and the

like,

they have acquired a great degree of muscular
elasticity

and manual dexterity, which

nite assistance to
pi'int

easily,

in

tracing on the

is

of

infi-

them in deciphering the embossed
writing their letters skilfully, in

maps with

alacrity, in

examining

objects intelligently, in stringing beads promptly,
in

using their needles deftly, in tying the strings

of their shoes neatly, and,

moreover, in doing

readily a

number of other things which they would

have

unable to undertake without this training.

felt

These

efl*ects

are succinctly but graphically de-

scribed in the October

number of the Wide Awake

by Miss Emilie Poulsson, a graduate of our school
and a teacher of broad culture
talent.

Her

and uncommon

excellent account of the " blind child-

ren's kindergarten," beautifully illustrated
artistic

by the

hand of Miss L. B. Humphrey, and teem-

ing with points in which the necessary faculty of
judicious criticism

is

tempered by sympathetic

feel-

ing and keen insight blended with unfailing discrimination,

is

so interesting

and so exhaustive,
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that I take great pleasure in reprinting

it

as an ap-

pendix to this report, by the kind and courteous
permission of Messrs. D. Lothrop

&

Co., publish-

ers of the magazine.

Those of our pupils who have tasted the

fruits

of the kindergarten and have learned to appreciate
their value

and importance, have become so

uated with

it,

that they are

most eager

infat-

to secure its

blessings permanently for their smaller brothers

and

sisters in misfortune.

To

this

end they labor

incessantly, unswervingly, enthusiastically.

As the

sudden termination of the

session

last

school

thwarted the plans and preparations of our
for giving a

towns

concert in

own

at their

terprise, they

girls

one of the neighboring

risk for the benefit of this en-

have determined to make up the

in various other

ways.

class especially,

who

The members of

the third

furnished most of the

dents related in Miss Poulsson's

article,

loss

inci-

have shown

an exemplary perseverance and touching devotion
in this direction.

One of them, Fanny E. Jack-

son of Bridgewater, twelve years of age, raised
$5.30 for the " blind children's kindergarten," by

taking care of a baby and washing dishes during
the

summer

vacation.

Another, Mary Callahan of

Palmer, earned a smaller

and making wool mats.

sum by scrubbing floors
A third, Mary Meleady

of East Boston, sewed pieces for a bedquilt, there-

by earning one
eral others

dollar for the

same purpose.

Sev-

have endeavored to help the cause to

—

!
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money

the best of their ability, and have raised
contribute to

its

to

furtherance either by taking care

of infants and cleaning kitchen and table utensils,
or by bringing the matter

to the notice of their

from their

neighbors and soliciting subscriptions
friends and

of

feature

The most
movement was

acquaintances.
juvenile

this

striking
its

spon-

taneity and the enthusiasm of the

little

To

raised through

exertions

their

full

of pathos

very small

small,

is

—but the

only $11.55;
is

money

be sure, the amount of

workers.

indeed,

earnestness of their efforts

and

significance.

It tells the

whole story so eloquently and persnasively, that
its

light all

mere arguments

seem pale and
shows
that

to those

who

roll in

" sweet mercy
"

May

in favor of the project

by comparison.

flat

is

Moreover,

true badge."

Who

does the best his circumstance allows.

Does

well, acts nobly

the small

sum

it

the abundance of riches,

nobility's

;

in

angels could no more "

raised in the spirit of true

love and self-denial be like leaven to the generous

contributions of the wealthy, and render

bread of

life

for

them the

hungering humanity

In view of these facts and in consideration of
the beneficent and far-reaching aspects of the plan,
it

will easily

ciently

be seen, that a well-fitted and

endowed kindergarten

less children

what the

will

be to

light of the sun

of heaven are to tender plants,

little

suffi-

sight-

and the dew

— a source of

life

and

—
72

growth and power, a flame dispelling the clouds of
darkness, a fountain of happiness and strength, a

them

radiant centre of illuminating force, helping
to

out-soar

shadows of

the

their

night.

prove an armory from which they

most

weapons

eff'ective

psalm of their deliver-

hymn

ance from the clutches of misery, a

dawn

who

aid

to spring into being, such

it

reaching to the

stars, yea, to the

studded on

lives of

age.

an

To
in-

be a monument of enduring fame,

stitution will

itself,

to the

of an era of freedom and independence, a

benediction on the benevolence of our
those

draw the

to fight the battle of life

It will be a

successfully.

will

It will

great white throne

gems of the

sides with the

all

men and women saved from

honorable

the

stagnant pools of vice by a kind hand reached out
in season.

Scores of

children are

little

now

virtually wait-

ing to partake of the benefits of such an establish-

ment.

They

are famishing for the intellectual and

moral food which

Plunged

in a sea

it

promises to supply to them.

of ills, they stretch their helpless

hands towards the shore, calling for a

and

I almost

seem

guage of the

to hear

poet,

and

them speak

say, in

Save us
Little

!

save us

!

woe suiTounds

us

knowledge sore confounds us

Life

is

but a lins:erins: deatli.

in the lan-

mournful accents

of supplication,

"

life-boat,

;

;

;

;;

;

;
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Give us light amid our darkness
Let us

know

Hate us not

Love
'

the

for all

good from

;

ill

our blindness

us, lead us, show^ us kindness,

You

can

make

us what you will.

We are willing we are ready
We Avould learn if you would teach
We have hearts that yearn towards duty
;

We

;

have minds alive to beauty

Souls that any heights can reach."

Who
can

that hath a heart not palsied

resist

Who

such an entreaty?

by

can turn a deaf

ear to so piteous and pathetic a call?
this imperative need,

then say

selfishness

Think of

ye friends of humanity, and

how much longer

it

shall

be permitted to

Reflect upon the sufferings of these poor

exist!

blind waifs, ye fathers and mothers, and then, gather-

ing your darlings to your bosoms, rejoice that they

do not go down darkling

to the grave,

and that they

have the pure wheat and the sweet waters of
in plenitude.

But

at

the

life

same time remember,

that the " faintest flaw in one of the links of cir-

cumstance, or an imperceptible turn or stoppage in
the wheel of fortune," might leave your

little

ones

homeless, sightless, speechless or mere lumps of
clay,

These helpless

without care and protection!

children are in no
blind.

The

manner

to

blame that they are

fault is that of others,

perhaps

is

to

be found in the very social fabric which pours gold
into the coffers of the rich;

— the misfortune alone,

and the consequent privations,

alas!

are theirs.
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But be
fauts
life

Is

the cause where

to be

allowed

may, are these poor

it

run

to

the

under the crushing weight of

it fiiir

settle

their infirmity?

their character like a foul vapor,

and prevent healthy growth?
be

cycle of their

that a great blight should be permitted to

down on

human

in-

Is

just,

it

is

it

that the current of their existence should

left to

flow

in

a tumultuous

sunny fountain-head

to the

no men and women

course fi'om the

dark ocean?

in the folds of

generous enough and willing to help

Are

there

benevolence
in this

work

of pure philanthropy and reformation, thus bend-

ing their heads to receive the crown,

in

which

will

shine like pearls and diamonds, the tears of joy

and gratitude shed by those
ficence has saved

whom

muni-

their

and blessed?

This enterprise has already been considered in
all

quarters,

and

it

seems to have gained friends

everywhere. The preliminaries are

now

despatched,

and the necessary preparations

for

active

vassing are nearly completed.

work and
come.

The time

for practical generosity

All the

omens

undertaking goes on

own

for real

and support has

are favorable.
its

can-

feet.

But no great

We

have to

with wings born of our earnestness, our

furnish

it

fidelity

and our devotion.

The

much
way of

fact that so

has recently been done for the blind in the

embossing books may deter some of their best
friends from urging their claims vigorously on the

attention of the public.

For myself, deeply grate-

am

ful as I

for past favors,

and much as I shrink

from calling again upon the benevolent for

deem
out

it

my solemn

hesitation,

aid, I

duty to do so promptly and with-

notwithstanding

unpleasant

the

I feel the sting of the neglect

features of the task.

endured by suffering humanity piercing

my

soul,

and I cannot be lukewarm

an}^ longer.

fully, gladly, deliberately

and unequivocally accep-

ted Froebel's grand call to " live for

I

have cheer-

little

children,"

and have determined to devote whatever powers I

may

possess heartily and

disinterestedly

My own

amelioration of their condition.

the

to

experi-

ence in early childhood brings their woes nearer to

my

and every cry

heart,

for bread or raiment, for

shelter or education finds a responsive chord in

My

desire to help

that I

am

so sincere

is

prepared to put aside

siderations
out.

them

and convenience

in

all

it.

and warm,

personal con-

order to carry

it

Here or elsewhere, under the auspices of

your organization or those of a new one, with others
or alone, I

am determined

to labor for

them with

the zeal of a true friend and the enthusiasm of a
believer in their cause.

made

at

random

This

is

not a statement

or on the spur of impulse.

It is

a resolve formed from a profound sense of duty.

made strong and permanent by
observation of so much misery and wick-

It is a conviction

the actual
edness.

It is a decision

produced by the careful

study of the effects of blindness and of the means
for their alleviation.

This project

is

uppermost

in
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all

my

thoughts, feelings, actions and aspirations.

" Bating not a jot of heart or hope," I

and out of season,

in season

Perplexed

now urged

as

I

until

it is

must work

accomplished.

am by its difficulties,
now discouraged and held

often

forward,

back, always striving after success, wearied

hampered by various
that never fails

me

is

obstacles, the only pleasure

the faith, that a kindergarten

for sightless children will ere long be

endowed.

The consummation of

founded and

this noble enter-

prise will be the realization of the sweetest

may have beneath

that I

and

dream

the skies.

JN^OTABLE AnNIVERSAHIES.

Two

very interesting anniversaries were celebra-

ted at the institution during the past year, the
thirtieth of
fiftieth

Miss Moulton's matronship and the

of Miss Caroline

Augusta Sawyer's connec-

tion with the establishment.

The

festival in

honor of Miss Moulton was held

on the 3d of January, and was a very touching
occasion.

The

hall

was very

tastefully decorated,

and was crowded with friends and acquaintances,
as well as with the pupils and officers of
tution.

ings,

the insti-

Beautiful presents were brought as offer-

and a great deal of delightful music was

nished by the school.

made by Mrs.

Julia

fur-

Pertinent addresses were

Ward Howe, — who

also

wrote a song for the occasion, — Rev. James Reed,

Samuel G. Snelling and Prof. T. O. Paine, and
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poems were prepared by Mrs. Anagnos, Henry
Strattoii

and others.

A

life-size portrait

W.

of Miss

Moulton had been placed under the folds of the
flags which draped the organ, and was unveiled at
All in attendance were deeply
a given signal.
the pathos and the

moved by

sweet

occasion, and our honored matron

of the

spirit

was hailed with

the enthusiasm which her lifelong devotion to

all

the

institution, to

humanity

the

blind and to the cause of

in general richly merit.

fete of a similar character

Another
ted on the

19th of March,

was celebra-

commemoration

in

of the semi-centennial anniversary of Miss Caro-

Augusta Sawyer's connection with
The occasion was as complete
tution.

the insti-

line

a surprise

honored lady as that of Miss Moulton had
been to her. The exercises were opened with
a brief account of her arrival in Boston on

to the

the 18th of March, 1833, and joining the

of nine sightless children,

whom

Dr.

little

group

Howe had

already gathered in his father's house on Pleasant
street as the nucleus of the institution,

and of the

valuable services which she has rendered to

the

school most of the time since her graduation.

At

the conclusion of these remarks, an excellent pro-

gramme was performed,

consisting of music, both

vocal and instrumental, original

poems and

a most

appropriate address by the Rev. William P. Tilden,

who gave

in his inimitable

and exquisite

delightful reminiscences of Dr.

style

Howe and

some

of Miss
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Sawyer's early

The

life.

large audience manifested

a hearty appreciation both of the festival and of

the person in whose honor

it

was held; and, on

adjourning from the hall to her usual sitting-room,

Miss Sawyer found a tree laden with
symbolizing her
liness

the

to

fifty

fifty

presents,

years of service and friend-

establishment,

of

which she

is

so

valued a member.

Aid those who strive to help Themselves.
There

women
estly to

is

all

a large

number of blind young men and

over the country,

overcome the

who

difficulties

are striving earn-

of their infirmity

and become self-supporting but who cannot possi;

bly succeed unless they are thoroughly equipped
for the purpose.

These persons are as a general rule very industrious

and

exceedingly

intelligent.

They

are

mostly graduates of institutions in their respective states,

fully

where they labor

many

years faith-

and assiduously to get what they consider a

good education.
find

for

that their

But soon
training

is

after graduation

they

incomplete and their

professional acquirements are too inadequate to en-

able

them

to earn their living.

Consequently they

often seek admission here, in order that they

may re-

ceive further instruction and qualify themselves for

From several applicakind addressed to me recently I select

the duties of practical
tions of this

the following, w^hich

life.

was written by a graduate of
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one of the largest schools for the blind

and which
vividly

:

West,

in the

states the whole matter concisely and

—

" Dear Sir

:

for the blind, I

— Although a graduate
do not

of the

competent to make

feel

institution

my

wa}^ in

life.

I wish to study music and prepare ra3-self for a teacher's post

and render

my

life

useful, so that I

may

M}' parents are poor, and

friends.

it

not be a burden to

my

me

to

is

impossible for

attend a conservators' or study privately.
fore as a favor of kindness to admit

me

I ask of
to

you

there-

your school.

is

me

impossible for you to admit

free, please

to

very best terras which you can possibly give me.

send
I

am

I

not able to pa}' $300 tuition as stated in your catalogue.

If

me

it

tbe

know of no

other place, where I will receive proper instruction, and I do

beg of
It

3'ou to give

me

the best terms possible."

was with sincere regret

I could

that

grant this request, for two reasons:

first,

not

on ac-

count of the writer's being beyond the age prescribed

by the by-laws of

secondly, because
to
his

this institution;

we had no means

at

and

our disposal

pay the whole or a portion of the actual cost for
board and

tuition.

was
him at

the fact that I

help given to

My

dence.

to

was

intensified

perfectly aware that a

so critical a period in his

might have brightened
opened

grief

his

by

little
life,

future prospects and

him a career of usefulness and indepen-

This has been previously accomplished in

numerous

cases.

who have come

Many young men and women

to us at difterent times

from ]N^ew

York, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Kentucky, Tennessee, Canada and elsewhere, for the
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purpose of completing the course of their education

of

and arming themselves

life

have become

efficiently for the battle

self-reliant

and prosperous

in

business, occupying a respectable place in the social
scale, instead

of sitting idly in their darkness and

eating the bitter bread of charity.

There

a

is

large

number of

others,

who

are

and eager for

thirsting for a systematic education

were

a thorough professional training; and, if there

a " students' fund," the income of which could be an-

nually applied to supplying a plank for those
are determined to learn to
river of

life,

meritorious

and

swim across the broad

strike out for themselves,

young man

or

who

woman might

many

a

be saved

from sinking into the depths of want and dependence.

Enormous sums of money

are

constantly be-

queathed for the higher education and
culture of those
ulties.

May we

who

are blessed with

hope and trust that

into the hearts of those

who have

all
it

aesthetic

their fac-

may

enter

the stewardship

of wealth to dispose of a small portion of

it

for

the benefit of the blind?

The Blessings oe the Pkinteng Fund.

As

has been repeatedly said in these reports,

the books issued by the "
are

Howe Memorial

becoming a perpetual source of

Press "

intellectual

and happiness to the

blind,

gladdening many

a saddened heart, raising

many

a di-ooping spirit,

light
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and brightening the

The

life

of

many

a suffering person.

following account of a touching scene at the

" Colored

Women's Home,"

written at the request

of Dr. Samuel Eliot by one of the managers of
that establishment, will be gratifying to the friends

and promoters of the printing fund.
"It

very touching to see the pleasure and enjoyment which
these books of raised letters give to the blind.
poor colored
is

A

girl

who

is still

one of the

sick

visitors,

wood Tales

"

time to forget

" Colored Home," told
with a smile on her face, that the " Tano-le-

and suffering

and a book of fairy
all

at the

stories

her pains and trouble.

bad helped her

for a

These were among

several books kindly lent her by the institution, and her
expres-

sion

was very sweet,

unable to sit up, she moved her fingers
slowly across the page, and gathered the meaning and
point of
the story.
Afterward she described the characters and events
as clearly and with as much exactness as if she had read
with
as,

open eyes.

She wished she were able to write and express the
comfort the books had given her, especially during the long hot
summer days while confined to her bed."

Most of the inmates of

the

Home

are

more or

and we are told that they have
derived much comfort and pleasure from being
read to by their blind friend and companion from
less

illiterate,

her books in raised

letters.'

Conclusion.
In bringing this report to a close, I beg leave
to
say, gentlemen, that each succeeding
year that we
render an account of our work deepens the
conviction of the importance and value of
the school
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as an efficient

and powerful agent

in raising the

blind in the scale of humanity, and in opening to

them avenues of
equality.

and

usefulness, industry

social

That which ends to-day forms no excep-

tion in this respect;

my

and

me

a great pleasure to

it is

have faithfully en-

to state, that

all

deavored, by

steadily pursuing the principal objects

assistants

of the institution, to soften the sting of

affliction,

and to enable as many of our graduates as possible to rely

upon

their

own

exertions and to lead

independent, upright and happy
truly a

labor

How

grand imdertaking, worthy of

and means expended
far our efforts

for us to say.

Be

This

lives.
all

the care,

in carrying

have been successful,
this as it

solemn and imperative duty

is

it
it

is

out.

not

may, however, our
is

to press

and onward, so long as sightless children

forward
call for

our aid and sympathy.

That the success attained heretofore by the school

may

continue undiminished in the future,

fulness increase and
ily

and brightly

its

its

use-

educational light burn stead-

for the

guidance of those of our

fellow-men

who grope

ness, is the

humble and ardent prayer and will ever

in

unceasing physical dark-

be the constant and unremitting endeavor of the
undersigned.
Respectfully submitted by

M.

ANAGNOS.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

Among

the pleasant duties incident to

that of expressing our heartfelt thanks

edgments to the following
prietors,

artists,

tlie

close of the year is

and

grateful acknowl-

litterateurs,

societies,

pro-

managers, editors and publishers, for concerts and

various musical entertainments

for operas, oratorios, lectures,

;

readings, and for an excellent suppl}^ of periodicals and weekly

papers, minerals and specimens of various kinds.

As

I haA^e said in previous reports, these favors are not

only

a source of pleasure and happiness to our pupils, but also a
valuable means of aesthetic culture, of social intercourse and of

mental stimulus and improvement.

no community

So

far as

we know,

there

is

in the world

which does half so much for the
gratification and improvement of its unfortunate members as
that of Boston does for our pupils.

7.

— Acknowledgments for

Concerts

To Mr. Henry Lee Higginson we
obligations for thirty tickets

to

and Operas

in the City.

are under great

the

public

and lasting

rehearsals

of his

twenty-six orchestral concerts.

To

Messrs. Tompkins and Hill, proprietors of the Boston

theatre, for a generous invitation of unlimited

numbers

to three

operas and two operettas.

To Mr. E. H.

Hastings, manager of the Bijou theatre, for

thirtj'-five tickets to

To

the

one operetta.

Handel and Haydn

society,

through

its

president

and secretary, Mr. C. C. Perkins and Mr. A. Parker Browne,
for thirty tickets

to

the

oratorio

of

the

Creation, thirty-five
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tickets to the Messiah,

and admittance

to the rehearsals of five

other concerts.

To

H. Rat-

the Bo3dston chib, through its secretar}^ Mr. F.
for eight tickets to each of five concerts.

cliffe,

To

the Cecilia society, through

its

secretary, Mr. Charles

W.

Stone, for four tickets to each of five concerts.

To

the Apollo club, through

Mr. Arthur Reed,

secretarj^

its

for six tickets to each of six concerts.

To

the Euterpe society, through

its

president, Mr. C. C. Per-

kins, for an average of four tickets to each of four concerts.

To Mr.
citals,

B. J. Lang, for nine season tickets to six piano re-

devoted to Schumann music.

To Mr. Arthur

Foote, for ten tickets to each of four trio con-

certs.

To Mr. H. G. Tucker, for ten tickets to one piano recital.
To Mr. John A. Preston, for a pass to one concert.

To
To
To
To

Mr. Ernst Perabo,

Mr. J. A.

for a pass to

Hills, for twelve tickets to

Mr. Frank F. Marshall,
Mr. E.

two concerts.

W.

one concert.

for ten tickets to

Tyler, for admission to two

one concert.

piano recitals by

Mr. Otto Bendix.

To Mr. Henr}-^ F. Miller,
Mr. Edmund Neupert, to
Maas, and

for admission to

for admission to

three

one piano

recital

by

piano recitals by Dr. Louis

Mr. William H. Sherwood's

testi-

monial concert and to several of his pupils' concerts.

To

Messrs. Harwood and Beardsle}', for twenty-five tickets to

each of two concerts.

To

Dr. Tourjee, of the

New England

Conservatory, for an

average of twenty tickets to each of three concerts.

To Miss

Charlotte Hawes, for twenty-five tickets to her

illus-

trated musical lecture.

To Miss Henrietta Maurer, for twelve tickets to one concert.
To Mrs. Manley Howe, for twelve tickets to one concert.
To Miss Anna Dunlap, for twenty-four tickets to one concert.
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To Miss E. M.

Stark, for twelve tickets to the Phillips church

concert.

To Mr. W.
77.

J. Colville, for four tickets

to a

— Acknoioledgments for Concerts given

For a

series of recitals

music

in the

:

our Hall.

and concerts given from time to time

we

hall of the institution,

the following artists

in

soiree musicale.

are greatly indebted to

—

To Mrs. William H. Sherwood,

pianist, assisted

by Mrs. Dr.

Fenderson, vocalist, and Mr. J. Dudley Hall, accompanist.

To

and Mrs. Fenderson, assisted by Miss Simonton,

Dr.

violinist.

Miss Dunlap,

pianist,

and Mrs. Flanders,

Through the kinduess of Mr. R. M. Chase,

elocutionist.

to Prof. Shortis

for a delightful concert on the banjo.

To Mr.
pianist,

Louis K. Stark, assisted by Mrs.

Mrs. J. D. Buckingham,

lender, vocalist,

To Mr.
velt,

Arthur Jacobs,

Miss Nellie B. Calelocutionist.

Albert Meyers, assisted by Miss Annie C. Wester-

soprano. Miss Theresa

Simonds, pianist,
J.

vocalist,

and Miss Abby Holbrook,

J.

Flynn, alto, Mrs.

Mr. E. P. Murphy,

Anna Mayhew

elocutionist,

and Mr.

G. Lennon, organist and pianist.

777.

— Acknowledgments for Lectures and Readings.

For various

due to the following friends
Julia

Ward Howe,

:

Dr.

Edward Everett Hale, Mrs.

Rev. James Reed, Rev. William P. Tilden,

Miss Adela Rankin and the

IV.

and readings, our thanks are

lectures, addresses

late

Mr. Charles L. Heywood.

— AcTcnowledgments for Birds, Musical Instruments,

To Mr. Andrew H.

etc.

Newell, of Boston, for a fine collection of

sixty birds from Australia, and the skin of a small kangaroo.

To Mr.

P. C. Brooks, for a mechanical French pianoforte,

and to Mr. Alfred A. Marcus,
struments.

for several smaller musical in-

—
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To Mr.

Francis Brooks for a fine ebony and velvet case for the

medals belonging to the

institution.

For various specimens,
the following friends

:

Mrs.

we

curiosities, etc.,

W.

C. Wendte,

are indebted to

Capt.

Mr.

Perry,

Richard Sullivan, Mr. C. H. Dillaway, Miss E. B. Webster and

Miss Fannie E. Webster.

V.

The

— Acknowledgments for Periodicals and Newspapers.
editors

and publishers of the following reviews, maga-

zines and semi-monthly and weekly papers, continue to be very

kind and liberal in sending us their publications gratuitously,

which

are

interest

always

cordially

welcomed,

and

perused

:

The N. E. Journal of Education,
The

Boston, Mass.

Atlantic,

Wide Awake,
Boston

Home

Journal,

Youth's Companion,

.

The

Christian,

The

Christian Register,

.

The Musical Record,
The Musical Herald,
The

Folio,

Littell's

Living Age,

Unitarian Review,

The Watchman,
The Golden Rule,
Zion's Herald,

The

.

Missionar}^ Herald,

The Salem

Register,

The Century,

Salem, 3fass.

New

St. Nicholas,

The

Christian

Union

The Journal of Speculative Philosophy,

York, N. T.

with
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Church's Musical Journal,

Goodson Gazette, Va.
Tablet,

.

.

.

,

Inst, for

West Va.

''

Deaf-Mutes and Blind.
"
"

"

Deaf-Mute Index, Colorado, "

Companion,
II

.

Minnesota

Mentore del Ciechi,

.

I desire again to render the
all

Cincinnati, 0.

.

"

Institute for

"

Deaf-Mutes.

Florence, Italy.

.

most hearty thanks,

in behalf of

our pupils, to the kind friends wlio have thus nobly remem-

bered them.
tions have

The seeds which

sown have

fallen

their friendly

and generous

on no barren ground, but

tinue to bear fruit in after years

;

atten-

will con-

and the memory of many of

these delightful and instructive occasions and valuable gifts will

be retained through

life.

M.

ANAGNOS.

88

0«>0O000OOrH
OC^OOOOt-OOC-l

>go^ceo

05 ;* "o

o OS ^

OM<CJ<Mr^C-)r-ICO

•

3

>.

5^2
Co—
~ "

-

.

rt

.S

i;

«-5

S2

c s a =

~ = -5

o^

5 S

-3

=

11

a

«
O
lO

o
o
B

O CD

O
O
O »0
OJO CO
cq CO O ^

T-l

t-O O

CO ao 00

o

t E
o
-

•o

tm

p

_

a<a
o C3
11;

O
£"<5 o

2 ^
S> ^

.S

•

:i-5

C

o-s S
'^
0)

«
I.

c

-S -a

^
c^

S

_

-OfL,—

«

to V-

S3

c S

ffl

"S _2

^

o o '^ ^

CJ

0)

QJ

O ^

u o 2
•5

5

89
000

O

i-HO

«5<

rH lO

CO

«

OrH
(N

^
c-»

4»

035,
•||.:

M 3--

'Ho

4)
^

o *

B c n c

C5

C o o

"^

00

3

o

O

Wl
00

a>

"^

*
btl

o

•

" «
,2

oj

n a

C

o

o

^

12

tat,

o «

5 o

2

rt
^ y
00

*-"

^ a

0)
(»

CO

q

c8

2

— .2

H
g:

Tl

CD

C

3 iZi
tz. a
61

*^

c
C3

OlP?

c

SS13C 3

MM

O

90

91

ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURES
For the Year ending

Sept. 30, 1883.

Maintenance, Salaries, Superintendence,
ze, and Instruction.

Meat, 24,861

lbs.,

$2,833 25

.

Fish, 4,501 lbs.,

Butter, 5,208 lbs.,

.

230 95

.

1,645 65

Rice, sago, etc., 593 lbs.,

Bread,

flour,

and meal,

56 72
1,384 59

.

Potatoes and other vegetables.

....

Fruit,

Milk, 23,336

qts.,

Sugar, 6,971

lbs.,

Tea and

coffee,

352 48
1,414 10

.

624 38

.

520

lbs.,

176 28

Groceries,

Gas and

oil,

829 77

459 86

.

Coal and wood.

Sundry

articles of

2,930 43

consumption,

Salaries, superintendence,

Wages,

and instruction,

....

Outside aid,

797 34

4,255 27

255 71

.

Medicines and medical

332 40
16,218 99

aid.

20 09

Furniture and bedding.

1,221 78

Clothing and mending.

9 09

Musical instruments,

284 76

Expenses of stable.

173 56

Books, stationery, and apparatus.

1,534 67

Ordinary construction and repairs,

1,436 38

Water taxes and insurance,
Travelling expenses.
Sundries,

.

....

336 00

78 98
104 84

—

$39,998 32

92
Amount brought forward,

$39,998 32

Extraordinary Expenses
Extraordinary construction and repairs,
spairs.

Rent of

office in

Avon

$3,461 76

250 00

Street,

Expenses of tuning department,
"

"

*775 94
84 85

boys' shop.

Bills to be refunded.

138 69

Beneficiaries of the Harris Fund,

855 00

Board of beneficiary.
Bills of

87 13

work department,

tl6,876 68
22,530 05

$62,528 37

*

Note.

— The

receipts

director to the treasurer.

from tuning, amounting

They show

t The earnings of the shop, amounting
director to the treasurer.

there

is

to $1,724.00,

have been paid hy the

a balance in favor of this department of $948.03.
to $15,390.91,

were

in like

manner paid by the

After deducting increased value of stock on hand, $929.50,

a balance against the workshop amounting to $556.27.

EXPENSES OF PRINTING DEPARTMENT.

Labor,
Stock,

$1,434 38

.

1,289 60

.

276 76

Machinery,

Type,

.

.

39 76

Electrotyping,

570 82

Binding,

703 60

Sundries,

18 94
$4,333 86

.
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GENERAL ABSTRACT
Of Account of the Work Department,

Due
the

to the institution for
first

Oct.

1883.

1,

investments since
$44,725 07

date,

Excess of expenditures over receipts,

1,485 77

~

.

$46,,210 84

Assets.

Stock on hand Oct.

Debts due Oct.

1,

1,

1883,

$5,192 64

.

2,083 97

1883,

—

Balance against the work department Oct.

7, 276

51

5,934

33

1,

1883,

$38,934 33

Balance against the vpork department Oct.

1,

38,378 06

1882,

Cost of carrying on the vrork department for
the year ending Sept. 30, 1883,

Cash received

for sales

$556 27

during the year,

Excess of expenditures over receipts,

.

$15,390 91
.

1,485 77

$16,876 68
Salaries
"

and vpages paid blind people,
paid to seeing people,

Sundries for stock,

etc.,

.

....
.

.

.

$3,579 34
2,360 04
10,937 30

$16,876 68

.
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INVENTORY OF STOCK
Oct.

Real

South Boston,

estate,

"11

"

Oxford

.

street.

1,

1883.

$250,000 00
5,500 00

$255,500 00

Railroad stock,
Notes,

Cash

"

11,000 00

.

59,600 00

.

in treasury,

$2,748 08

.

1,120 61

Less due Director,

1,627 47

Harris Fund,

83,000 00

.

108,500 00

Printing Fund,

2,900 00

Kindergarten Fund,

Household

16,320 00

furniture,

Provisious and supplies.

Wood and coal,
Work department,
"

"

895 06
3,288 80

$5,192 54

stock,

debts due.

2,083 97
7,276 51

Musical department,

One

viz.,

—
$5,000 00

large organ,

Four small organs,

.

Forty-five pianos,

Brass and reed instruments.

450 00
10,450 00

900 00
35 00

Violins,

Musical library,

600 00
17,435 00

Amount

carried forward,

$567,342 84

95
Amount

hroxight forward.

Printing department,

$567,342 84

viz..

Stock and machinery,

$1,800 GO

Books and maps,

8,291 45

Stereotype plates,

4,470 82
14,562 27

School fui'niture and apparatus,

Library books in
"

"

Boys' shop,

common

type,

in raised type.

....

Stable and tools,

.

7,700 00

$2,900 00
6,500 00
9,400 00

100 70
1,066 17

$600,171 98
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LIST OF

EMBOSSED BOOKS,

Printed al the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind.

TITLE OF BOOK.

£ >

Howe's Cyclopaedia,

$4 00
60
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00

Baxter's Call,
Book of Proverbs,
Book of Psalms,
.

New
Book

Testament,
of

Hymns

.

Common

Prayer,

for the Blind,

Pilgrim's Progress,
Life of Melanchthon,

.

.

Natural Theology,

Combe's Constitution of Man,
Selections from the Works of Swedenborg,
Second Table of l^ogarithms.
Philosophy of Natural History,
Huxley's Science Primers, Introductory,
Memoir of Dr. Samuel G. Howe,
Cutter's Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene,
Viri Romte, new edition with additions,
Musical Chai-acters used by the seeing.
Key to Braille's Musical Notation,
.

....

Guyot's Geography,
Scribner's Geogi-aphical Reader,
Dickens's Child's History of England,
Anderson's History of the United States,
Higgin son's Young Folks' History of the United States,
Schmitz's History of Greece,
Schmitz's History of Rome,
Freeman's History of Europe,
An Account of the Most Celebrated Diamonds,
Extracts from British and American Literature,

....

American Prose,
Hawthorne's Tanglewood Tales,
Dickens's Old Curiosity Shop,
Dickens's Christmas Carol, with extracts from Pickwick,
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield,
George Eliot's Silas Marner,
Biographical Sketch of George Eliot,
.

Milton's Paradise Lost,

3 00

3 00
2

00

3 00
3 00
2 00

35
35
4 00

50
00
50
50
00
50
50
50
3 00
3 00
00
00
00
00
50
25
00
2
3
2
3
3
2
2

.
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— Continued.

List of Embossed Books

TITLE OF BOOK.

Pope's Essay on Man and other Poems,
Shakespeare's Hamlet and Julius Ciesar,
Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel and 37 other
Byron's Hebrew Melodies and Childe Harold,
Tennyson's In Memoriam and other Poems,
Longfellow's Evangeline,
Longfellow's Evangeline and other Poems,
.

Whittier's Poems,

Poems
.

....

3
3

.....

Lowell's Poems,
Bryant's Poems,
Longfellow's Birthday, by J. R. Anagnos,
Constitution of the United States,
Biographical Sketches of Distinguished Persons,
Commemoration Ode, by H. VV. Stratton,
.

JUVENILE BOOKS.
Script and point alphabet sheets per hundred,
An Eclectic Primer,
Child's First Book,
Child's Second Book,
Child's Third Book,
Child's Fourth Book,
Child's Fifth Book,
Child's Sixth Book,
Child's Seventh Book,
Youth's Library, vol. 1st,
Youth's Library, vol. 2d,
Youth's Library, vol. 3d,
Youth's Library, vol. 4th,
Youth's Library, vol. 5th,
Youth's Library, vol. 6th,
Youth's Library, vol. 7th,
Youth's Library, vol. 8th,
Childien's Fairy Book, by M. Anagnos,
Andersen's Stories and Tales,
Eliot's Six Arabian Nights,
Lodge's Twelve Popular Tales,
Bible Stories in Bible language, by Emilie Poulsson,
.

.

.

N. B.
set.

The

prices in the above

list

are set

down per volume,

3
3

3

50
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
25
40
00
10

00
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
25
25
25
25
25
25

25
25
50
00
00
00
50

not per
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AND TANGIBLE APPARATUS,

LIST OF APPLIANCES
Made at

the Perkins Institution

and Massachusetts School for

the Blind.

Geography.
I.

— Wall-Ma2)s

1.

The Hemispheres,

2.

United States, Mexico and Canada,

3.

North America,

4.

South America,

6.

Europe,

6. Asia,

size,

42 by 52 inches.

size,

30 by 36 inches.

.

7. Africa,
8.

The World on Mercator's
Each

II.

1.

Projection,
$35, or the set.

— Dissected Maps.

Eastern Hemisphere,

2.

Western Hemisphere

3.

North America,

4.

United States,

5.

South America,

6.

Europe,

7.

Asia,

.

8. Africa,

Each

$23, or the set, $184

These maps are considered,

in point of

distinctness of outline, durability

made

in

Europe or

workmanship, accuracy and

and beauty,

in this country.

far superior to all thus far

99
"The New England Journal

of Education " says,

strong, present a fine, bright surface,

"They

and are an ornament

to

are very

any school-

room."
III.

— Pin-Maps.

Cushions for pin-maps and diagrams,

....

each, $0 75

Arithmetic
Ciphering-boards

made

of brass strips, nickel-plated,

each, $4 25

Ciphering-types, nickel-plated, per hundred.

1

00

Writikg.
Grooved writing-cards,

.
.

each, $0 10

Braille tablets. Math metallic bed,
Braille French tablets, with cloth bed.
Braille

new

tablets,

with cloth bed,

Braille Daisy tablets.

*'

1

50

1

00

1

00

5 00

100

TERMS OF

ADMISSIOJS^.

" Candidates for admission must be over nine and under nineteen
years of age, and none others shall be admitted."
Extract from the

—

by-laws.

Blind children und youth between the ages above prescribed and of sound
be.

mind and good moral

character, can

admitted to the school by paying $300 per annum.

Those among them who belong
setts

to the state of

Massachu-

and whose parents or guardians are not able

the whole or a

portion of

to

pay

sum, can be admitted

this

gratuitously by application to the governor for a warrant.

The following
do:

is

a

good form, though any other

will

—

" To His Excellency the Governor.

" Sir,
be),

— My son

named

schools, for

,

(or daughter, or

and aged

want of

,

sight.

am

I

nephew, or

unable

to

may
common

niece, as the case

cannot be instructed

pay

in the

for the tuition at the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, and

I

request that your Excellency will give a waiTant for free admission.

Very

The
if

application

."

respectfully,

may be made by any

relation or friend,

the parents are dead or absent.
It

should be accompanied by a

some regular physician,
" I certify, that, in

be taught in

my

common

in this

form

opinion,

schools

;

certificate,
:

signed

by

—

has not sutficient vision to

and that he

is free

from epilepsy, and

from any contagious disease.
(Signed)

."
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These papers should be done up together, and forwarded
to

Director of the Institution for the Blind,

the

South Boston, Mass.
Blind

and youth

children

residing

Maine,

in

New

Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut and Rhode Island, by
applying as above to the governor,

oi*

" Secretary

the

of

State," in their respective states, can obtain warrants for
free admission.

The sum of $300 above

specified covers all expenses

(except for clothing), namely, board, lodging, washing,
tuition,

and the use of books and musical instruments.

The pupils must

own

fares to

An

furnish their

and from the

own

clothing,

and pay

their

institution.

obligation will be required from

some responsible

persons, that the pupil shall be kept properly supplied

with decent clothing, shall be provided for during vacations,

and

tution,

shall

be removed, without expense to the

whenever

it

may

insti-

be desirable to discharge him.

The

usual period of tuition

The

friends of the pupils can visit

is

from

five to

seven years.

them whenever they

choose.

The use of tobacco,

either in

smoking or otherwise,

is

strictly prohibited in the institution.

Persons applying for admission of children must

fill

out

certain blanks, copies of which will be forwarded to any

address on application.

For further information address M. Anagnos, Director,

Perkins Institution for the
Mass.

Blind,

South

Boston^
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comme:n^cement exeecises

PERKINS

Held

at

AND MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL
FOR THE BLIND,

INSTITUTION

Tremont Temple, on Tuesday, June 5, 1883,

at

3 P.M.

S.uitJEL Eliot, LL.D., Presiding.

PROGRAMME.
1.

Part

I.

ORGAN SELECTIONS.
Miss Freda Black and Mr.

2.

BAND, — Potpourri,

3.

ESSAY, — " Our

Wm.

B.

Hammond.
arr. by Heinicke,

Library."

Miss Julia E. Burnham.
4.

EXERCISE IN CHEMISTRY.
Benjamin

5.

F. Parker.

SOLO FOR ALTO HORN, — " Morceau
de Salon,

Variations,

„-

;

p„,-„„„^^

^

^

Christopher A. Rowland.
6.

ESSAY, — "The Steam-Engine,"
William

'^'

^^oS^^^'^^

'

~~ " ^^^^^^^

(illustrated).

P. Garrison.

} ^^usic by Miss Mary

Mc Caffrey.

Misses Mabel Brown, Lenna D. Swinerton,
McCaffrey, and Emma Patterson.
8.

ESSAY, — " The

Mary

Practice of Massage, a Possibility for the Blind."

Miss Jenny M. Colby.
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Part
1.

2.

3.

II.

MILITARY DRILL AND GYMNASTICS.
PIANO DUET, — Scherzo from 7th Symphony,
.
Beethoven,
Miss Mary McCaffrey and Miss Sarah A. Hamson.
.

READING WITH THE FINGERS, —Exercise
A Class of Boys.

4.

KINDERGARTEN EXERCISES.

5.

DUET, — "The

Geography.

Fisherman,"

Messrs.
6.

in

Wm.

B.

V. Gabussi.

Hammond and

L. Titus.

VALEDICTORY.
Miss Lenna D. Swinerton.

7.

CHORUS FOR FEMALE VOICES, — " Oh haste, \
Crimson Morning,"

8.

AWARD OF DIPLOMAS,
By Dr. Samuel

9.

Donizetti.

j

CHORUS, — " Where
the

Tower

in

Rocky

Eliot.

Inlets,"

from \

of Babel,

*

Bubenstein.

j

NAMES OF GRADUATES.
Julia E. Burnham.

Mary McCaffrey.

Jenny M. Colby.

Benjamin

William

Lenna

P.

Garrison.

F.

Parker.

D. Swinerton.

APPENDIX.
The Blind

Children's Kindergarten.

EMILIE POULSSON.
Reprinted from the October number of the
Messrs. D. Lothrop

&

Co.,"

Wide Awake

by kind permission of

publishers of the magazine.

THE BLIND CHILDREN'S KINDERGARTEN.
BY EMILIE

Do you remember

the article about the Perkins Insti-

tution for the Blind, in the

1878, — that

POUT-SSON.

"Wide Awake "

for

March,

noble supplementary public school for those

brothers and sisters of yours over whose eyes a heavy

hand has been mysteriously

laid ?

Since that account was

written, a kindergarten experiment has been tried, and
it

promises to be the best " happy thought" yet for the

benefit of blind children.

and usefulness and
bliud pe^'son

It really

self-reliance

seems that knowledge

were

to be

reached by a

some years sooner by way of the kinder-

garten than by any of the slow, slow progresses over the
long, long roads of other years.

To be

sure object-teaching had been used in the school.

The botany

had

class

its

vegetable garden

been weighing and measuring, buying and
arithmetic

classes

tomical models

;

;

the

;

there had

selling, in the

physiology class had

fine

ana-

and there were stuffed birds and other

animals for the student

in

natural history, to say nothing

of the orders given to the wondering Peter for lobsters,
clams, heart and lungs of an ox, the bones of fowls, and

many

like objects.

Seeing that what was touched was comprehended far

more completely and quickly than what was described by
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Mr. Anagiios, after much careful study of the kinder-

voice,

garten, resolved to introduce

teach great boys

to

taught; resolved,
the

and

it

girls

into the school

just

resolved

;

baby-folks

as

he succeeded as he expected, to give

if

world no peace until a great, noble kindergarten

should be built and endowed that would take

in

all

kindergarten age, so that they might

true

learn at the time of

He

two

started with

and one

when

life

the

came

blind baby-folks at the outset, just as soon as they
to

are

begin to

other children begin.

classes

;

one

the boys' school,

in

Both classes are composed mostly

in the girls'.

of the pupils of the lowest grade.

But he

for a time those in the higher classes

also brings in

who

are conspicu-

ously lacking in dexterity, or whose conceptions of form
are unusually vague and confused.

The

idea that a blind person

ously delicate touch
the truth

I

is

ever without a marvel-

be new to

many people

;

but

that the sensitive touch, instead of being a

is,

compensatory

you or

will

has been the result of harder work than

gift,

know anything about

— the most

patient, long-

continued effort to see and think and imagine and remember with the fingers.

Mr. Anagnos

finds kindersjarten

work

to

be

his

most

valuable means in the cultivation of this sensitiveness of
the fingers, and he would esteem

it

institution for this result alone.

But beside

seems no way so
of form

—

it is

this,

there

effective of affording a systematic study

the true

The geometrical
kindergarten

indispensable in the

A B C in the education of the blind.

training which any child

helps

the

blind

gets in the

wonderfully to

definitely

imagine objects which they cannot handle.

The

little

girls

who have taken up geography

after
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map-

their kindergarten training are far readier in their

work than previous

They

classes.

are very quick to notice

peculiarities in the shape of the states and countries,

and

they listen to descriptions most understandingly.

" Heading by touch,"
which have been tiained

tracing the embroidered pat-

on the sewing-cards, weaving the delicate papers

terns

and modelling

The work

in clay.

n L ^ J P
Bc"

OF THE BLIND.

it

with

great

delight

n ^"^' courage by pupils who
J know lines and angles well

\

already

through

The

scwlug.

stick-hiyiug ftud

^\^q

Braille point writing (a

because

of square handwriting

up

taken

is

THE "A

too, is far easier to the fingers
in

system of raised dots, and used

can be read by touch) and the written arith-

metic of the blind, which

is

done with type placed

in

different positions to represent the different figures, both

require the clearness coucerning " upper right," " lower

"upper

right,"

left"

stantly cultivated

planes and sticks.

under

whom

the

and "lower

The teacher
girls learn

ing, knitting, crochetting,

seating,

which

left,"

con-

is

by the kindergarten work with cubes,
of the girls'

work

school,

hand-sewing, machine-sew-

hammock-making, and cane-

speaks heartily in praise of kindergarten as a

preparatory training.

mind and

flexile

So

it

is

music

in

;

the

awakened

hand, with muscles already trained

the kindergarten to obey,

tell at

once

in the

in

progress of

the pupil.

The youngest
years of age

;

children in these

the majority older.

two

classes

are

ten

But they are found

to

need the same development and the same simple lesson
as ordinary children from three to six years of age

;

not

because of any natural mental lack, but because the aim-

no
neglected lives they have led before coming to the

less,

blind child, following

hurt so often

that

soon

way

finds

it

when there

still

shoved to one side

it

itself

work

is

safest to curl

try to play

it

up

way

it is

and

;

naturally

play, work, conversation pass

;

in

games with

the

in

do —

to

little

of play, gets

instinct

feels

If

still.

active, seeing children,
in the

natural

its

it

and keep

a corner

The

have kept them dull and unawake.

institution

it

by

— growth stops or goes on slowly and weakly.
By and
steps and

by, perhaps, some

one takes the necessary

sends the big

or boy to the school for

And

the blind.

clumsy

this big,
*'

been

has

there

When

was

1

a-scolding to

at

girl

until the establishment of these classes,

no kindergarten into which to receive

One

infant.

home,

me and my

my

me, piteously,

girl said to

stepmother used always to be

my

father, about

being blind and

not being able to work in the factory like the others, and

doing the housework either.

I not

me how

to

The same

things? "
she says,
ness
all

"

:

do anything

girl

was always "

I don't

till

mind

I

came

How

could

bad" because of her

But

and do just

it is

now being

blind, because I can

go

my

like other people."

not always unkinduess which leaves the poor

Some

things so untrained.

derness which has led
always.

do

blind-

around, and I can sew and wash dishes and have

lessons,

I

has since written to an aunt who,

feeling

it

But nobody showed

here.

A

girl of

suffer

from the unwise ten-

their friends to wait

twenty,

who came

upon them

to the institution,

could scarcely pin her collars, and preferred to have some

one put her gloves and shawl on
garten has done
their

much

for her.

The kinder-

for her already in giving her hands

normal handiness.

;

Ill
*'

girl

What

oue day.

" Look

am

did you do at home, Sarah?" I asked another

me," she replied

at

all

mind

:

way

I

her lap, her
is

what

I

day long."
girls in

more fortunate

others have been

and interesting

our kindergarten

;

grown-

children in their use of both muscle and

little

stances and training, and

drill,

in

" That

listless as possible.

Such are many of the
up, but as

see the

She had her hands folded

sitting?"

whole attitude as
used to do

"do you

;

;

but

all

many

in

home circum-

are winsome, and dear,

need either the mental or manual

or both, of the kindergarten, before going into the

usual classes.

Let me
children

Monday
names

tell

you how we

train

these

great, piteous

:

for

sewing-day

—

they scarcely have any other
"
days than
clay-day," " weaving-day," " cushis

ion-day," etc.

and stitching

;

;

— not
these

for

hemming, over-handing, basting

come

in the afternoon

work school

but the embroidering of white cards with worsteds in patterns.

The

cards being

pricked, the girls can feel the

holes easily for working, and

when completed they "

by tracing the worsted

see just

how

looks."

it

lines

They

observe with their fingers and their imao-inations.

Among

the outlines, that of a house

both teacher and pupils.

It brings

is

a favorite with

up enough interesting

information to keep them listening and questioning for a
long time.

son

may

not

Seeing people do not realize that a blind per-

know

the shape of a house roof, the color of

a chimney, and hundreds of other every-day things be-

yond the reach of investigating
iveness of the sewing cards

is

fingers

;

so the suggest-

a valuable help in leading
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these

pupils

a

to

correct

knowledge of things about

them.

Tuesday

is

" cushion-day."

The

girls

come

to

the

pleasant east room, where there are plants and sunshine

enough

to

gartener,

canary

kinder

and a knowing

besides,

around

any

satisfy

the

and

little

gather

horseshoe

table.

On

it

are red and grey cushions, each with a plentiful

supply of tiny doll-hairpins
ner.

When

stick-laying

on their cushions a

fine

is

in

the upper right-hand cor-

the work, the girls soon have

array of lines, squares, triangles,
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ladders, chairs, and here

fancy figure.

They

and there a bird-house or other

fasten the sticks

down

carefully at

each end with a hairpin, and thus have the same satisfaction as

in

themselves.

card-sewing

— that

Their imagination

worker sees four

tall

soldiers

their

work

seems to awake.

One

of examining

marching

in a

row, where you

ON CUSHIOX DAY.
notice only four vertical lines.

After the soldiers were

mentioned, some one suggested they ought to have tents.
These they were sure they could make, as they had had
a

little

descriptive talk about tents only a few days before

;

so they went to work.

Most of the

class considered a triangle a satisfactory

representation, and soon pronounced the tents ready.

Mary was busy longer with

hers.

She had made a

square for the floor, and then put a pole up from each
corner, letting the four meet, thus forming the
of as cunning a

little

tent as

framework

you could imagine.
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Belle had a flag on hers, the sticks that outlined

ing enough to give
a flag, but

plained

extremely

its

stiff

appearance

" strong wind

was a

there

it

having thought to make

not

droop, ex-

it

by saying that
from the

blowing

Another put a sentry by the

west."

slant-

it

Abbie, too, had

a graceful droop.

north-

and another

tent,

gave her soldiers guns, and so they kept on

till

the bell

struck.

The cushions

are also used for the

work with

These are inch squares of wood, red on one
on the other
drilled in

tablets.

side, white

and for blind children's use they have holes

;

them, so that they may be fastened on the cush-

ion with a pin, and also a tiny notch on the edge of the

may know what color they have
They delight to make red and white patch-

red side so that they

uppermost.

work

in this

They

also

have triangular pieces drilled and notched

same way.

in the

them

bine

way.

" Well,

how
It

I

squares.

into

them, but one

Their

girl

seem

to

first

work with these

This was

easy

is

for

exclaimed, after painstaking

to

com-

most of
efforts,

have made a very sad square some-

"
!

was indeed

a

funny-looking irregular figure with

several sides and corners pointing in every direction.
little

A

talk about the sides and corners of a true square

showed Minnie what caused the " sadness," and she soon
showed us a very cheerful square indeed, with a correspondingly cheerful look on her
training for the

work

This

face.

is

valuable

schools in which they learn trades

for future support.

"Weaving with colored papers

and I think

it

ranks

next the

is

the

Wednesday work,

clay in

their

affections.
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You can
this

get a

weaving

you

if

idea of

little

should try

how bewildering
it

some time

Under and

trusting only to your linger tips.

to

do

dark

—

is

it

in the

over, under

and over, patiently and carefully, the big blind pupils
work. Wee Katie calls her papers men walking under
and over the bridges

men

to lead

them

This work, like the card sewing and the

little

who do not know
aright."

and another says, " They are

;

the way, and

we have

It

tablets, brings out the girls' delight in colors.

strange that they should like so

no conception

much what they

seems

can have

of.

SOME OF THEIR HANDIWORK.

They have decided preferences
ing of a

new paper mat and

weave

it,

in

is

a

work of

as to seeing children

;

in color,

and the choos-

the color of the strands to

just as

much

interest to

and the guidance which

them

their taste

receives in this way, the lessons in combinations, and the
little

talks about the appropriateness of certain colors to

certain articles and uses

must help them

clearer appreciation of the

beauty and

to a

somewhat

effectiveness

of

color.

Of all
direct

the occupations the paper weaving bears the most

relation

to

future

handiwork.

For besides the

sewing and ordinary " womanly work," many of the

girls
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learn cane-seating and basket-making, and in both, the
skill

required in weaving will be of great service.

On Thursday
taining

wait

they have cubes.

eight tiny cubes

till

look

The

little

boxes con-

rather insignificant

;

but

you have seen the fun that can be had with

" AS A LITTLE CHILD."

them, and the variety of things made with them.
class

work together

directions,
est

work.

for a while, following the teacher's

and succeed
All

wrong place

is

fairly,

though

so easily demolished

— and

The

this is their hard-

by

a touch in the

that cannot always be avoided, as they

must "see" the forms with

their finsrers.

In their

first

days with cubes, when they were constructing the sim-
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made a line of the eight, and called it a
" procession," and I remember how one girl had displaced

plest forms, they

hers quite badly, having a very loose, crooked line indeed,

and

was about to

I

criticize

field election, this

When

the girls

tions, that

is

As

when she

" Mine

said,

and the men are going to

a democratic procession,

out and go home."

it,

it

was the morning

after the

is

fall

Gar-

was certainly not a clumsy turn.

— without

work by themselves

— they invent

direc-

forms just as other children

do, imitating things about them, or expressing their con-

The whole

ceptions of something described to them.
niture

of the

gymnasium was copied one day by

have great fun sometimes telling stories and mak-

ing the forms suggested

gave directions

for a

hailed with delight

One day

by them.

I told

the teacher

form which when completed was

by the

class as a little girl.

followed this which they could not

when

little

much enthusiasm.

Katie, each piece being announced with

We

fur-

them the

little

girl's

name

A

at first

form

— but

name was Mary, they

recognized the " lamb," with great glee.

Left free to invent they went on and

made

the school-

house, the teacher's desk and chair, and the other furniture of Mary's school-room in great variety.
a

horseshoe table

sitting,

one made

children,

went

like

a square table

;

little

May, who

to a public school a year ago, before she lost her

between them, "

home and her
there

was

and four desks for the

and one made an oblong table

sight, placed her children's
aisle

One made

the one at which the class

desks far apart, with a broad

so they shouldn't whisper."

Mary's

lamb's would probably have been made, but

was no more time.

Another day they had the story of

«'

The Three Bears."

;

118
I

gave them that most delightful version of

all

it,

for

the children of the land have to thank Mrs. Clara

Bates and the "

which

Doty

Wide Awake."

Silver Locks

was

a

little gii*l,

Lovely and good

She strayed out one day

And got lost in the wood,
And was lonely and sad
Till she

came where

The house

there stood

that belonged to the bears.

'a>\<>J^^

-Ti^r-

AN IIXrSTRATED STORY.

Of

course

open wide

;

we made

the house with a door that would

and the big chair and the middle-sized chair,

and the wee baby bear's

chair,

which had to be broken
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all

and the big bed and the middle-sized

pieces;

into

bed, and the wee baby bear's bed.

And when

clay-day came

we made

the three bowls for

— the father bear's bowl with a big ladle in

the milk

it,

the

mother bear's bowl with a big spoon, and the baby bear's
with a wee

little

spoon.

This was as far as

accompany the story
finished the

so that

I
;

had thought of making forms to
but several pairs of nimble hands

bowls and made one or another of the bears,
the whole family complete as well as the

we had

house and furniture.

"Silver Locks" was attempted,

but was too far short of the darling ideal to be shown even
to

me, though the intention and

Aside from what

is

failure

were confided.

gained in deftness, care and preci-

many

sion and development of the imagination, there are

lessons given in connection with the cubes, so that there
is

more than mere amusement

in the towers, furniture,

steamboats, tents, candles, stairs, etc., that

the

pupils

make.

To copy

these forms with their square tablets,

the girls call picture-making, and
the liveliest interest.

They were

it

first

square was exactly like one face of the
lettins their fingers trace

saw how they could copy

down one
it

is

is

what

always done with

shown

little

that

one

cube, and then

side of the tower, they

on their cushions, and

I

think

no children enjoy drawing more than these children enjoy

making pictures

in this

way.

They get puzzled some-

times, in trying to observe only one side of a figure, as
their fingers are apt to touch several sides, or even the

whole at once

;

but they are gradually learning the mean-

ing of " front view," " side view," etc.
It

is

certainly incomprehensible

to blind people that
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things can be represented naturally and accurately on a
surface which presents

only smoothness to their touch.

But the square tablets give tangible surface-representations of the solid forms
this

it is

made with

the cubes, and through

hoped that the children may gain a notion of

real

pictures.
I

suppose every kindergarten has clay on Friday.

delight finishes the

week with the Perkins
There

dergarten children too.

is

That

Institute kin-

a joyous bustle as they

put on the oversleeves to protect their dresses, and then
they listen with beaming faces to the soft thuds which
that a

lump of clay

make

to

is

tell

being put on each board, and try

the most fanciful things with as

when they undertake every-day

forms.

much

faith as

Fortunately for

the girls, their teacher has the ready tact and imagination

needed often

to detect the ideal in the

Once, however, even she was
child, full of quaint fancies,

which looked as

if

at a loss.

rude clay forms.
Little Polly, dear

had made a puzzling

she had meant

it

which had melted and run down the

figure,

for a tallow candle

sides.

This guess

was hazarded, but received with such surprise that
hastily

it

was

withdrawn, and the teacher begged for enlighten-

ment, whereupon Polly explained with much enthusiasm
that

it

was

could even

" May-pole wreathed with flowers."

a

tell

garlands, where

One

which were the full-blown ros^s

we

in the

could only see ragged lumps of clay.

of the other girls had attempted a cream pitcher, but

finding

it

a

clumsy one. she put

handle, and a
by, and there

little
it

use

all

its

a bail on instead of a

curved piece near the bottom

stood, an unmistakable coal hod

Having only one hour
nut

She

a day for kindergarten,

to

lift

!

we can-

varied occupations in each week, so

we
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choose those which seem most useful to our pupils

such have beeu the results from this

Anagnos

Its

ought to be received

feels that all further pupils

directly into thorough kindergarten

but

;

" hour," that Mr.

modes of

instruction.

importance seems a matter for universal consideration

;

and we here commend the building and the endowment
of kindergartens for the
alike to the youth of the

blind

children

of the

nation,

United States, and the wealthy
Into such homes,

philanthropists of our time and country.

planned expressly for them, the

blind children

little

now

living in comfortless quarters with but little or unwise care

could be gathered at the true kindergarten age

;

and there

with games and exercises prepared and adapted expressly
for

them

would be guarded from

to suit their needs, they

hurt in their free frolickiugs

;

so that instead of dreading,

they would enjoy motion and be tempted into activity,

and thus gain physical development, which so many blind

Such children, by the time they reached the

people lack.
age of those

now

in the

kindergarten class, would have the

trained fingers, the active disciplined
lished character,

whose early years are spent

The Perkins

estab-

to the blind

youth

in idleness

Institution as

kindergarten for these
in itself,

mind and the

which never belong

with the

it

and depression.

now stands cannot

little folks.

It is already a village

main buildings, the cottages, school-

houses, gallery, printing-house and workshop.
is

too

The land

crowded with buildings, and the buildings with the

older pupils, to afford

room

for

any new department,

any such kindergarten and primary school for
children from five to ten years of age, as

and there
vision

furnish

is

made

is

little

for

blind

now demanded

;

absolutely no national, state or private profor the instruction of the blind children

under
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ten years of age.
peal for

ment

Mr. Auagnos has issued an earnest apthe foundation and endowment of snch a depart-

in his last

annual report.

From

it

we gather

that

C_^)T-ir|a_SiLln

TEMPTED INTO ACTIVITY.
the

tirst

land

in

thing to be done

is

to secure about five acres of

a pleasant, healthy location.

for the buildings

Making allowance

which will be needed sooner or

later,
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five acres

would be none too much

for the out-of-door life

of the pupils, their gardens, playgrounds and walks.
a house to live in

Then they would need

;

for, like the

pupils at the institution, they wonld only go to their

homes

house, would be

demanded immediately, of

some big people

to

matron

to help her,

kindergartnerin

them

take

of the

care

do the "mothering"

to

and others

— the

own

Schoolrooms, too, or a school-

in the vacations.

course, and

little

people

—a

and the housekeeping,

and two or three or four or more,
best, wisest,

and most loving of

that could be found.

Mr. Anagnos estimates the sum needed in such a beginning to be twenty-five thousand dollars, for the land, the
house, the schoolhouse, the salaries, for one year, of the

people

who would have

the care and teaching of the chil-

dren and the food and fuel for one year, with other plain
necessities.

There

is

no doubt that

work of benevolence
blind children are
eight per cent,

;

among

possibly pay their

for

among

own

But surely there

kindergarten must be a

this

by

number of

far the greater

the very poor.

Not more than

the pupils at the institution could

expenses.

are those

among American parents

and American children who have the sentiment of Jean
Paul,

"I

love

God and

little

children," and

who

will

be

touched by the pitiable condition of these dear sightless
little

ones, and

who

will give of their dollars

and their

pennies to found for them a true kindergarten home.
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LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS
To THE Kindergarten Fund.

Mrs. E. B. Bigelow,
Mrs. J. H. Thorndike,
Francis Minot,

$50 00
.

100 00

.

M.D

100 00

Richard Sullivan,

50 00

Mrs. B. L. Young,
Mrs.

Mary

G. Burt,

100 00
.

.

.

5 00

•
.

Miss Matilda and Miss Rebecca Goddard,
Mrs. Sarah
"

No Name

S.

50 00

.

Fay

1,000 00

Club," Brookline, Mass.,

30 00

.

25 00

S. G. Deblois,

Mrs. P. C. Brooks (two donations),

Mrs.

J.

600 00
200 00

H. Wolcott,

Miss Morton (through Mr. Thompson Baxter),

Abbott Lawrence Lowell,
Mrs. J. B.

S.

500 00

....

25 00

20 00

Jackson,

Further contributions and subscriptions are most earnestly

and

will be thankfully received

solicited,

by

EDWARD JACKSON,

Treasurer,

No. 178 Devonshire

Street,

Boston, Mass.

