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I desire to express my obligations to Miss Martha W. Sawyer, clerk, and Miss

Sarali E. Lane, librarian, for valuable assistance in the preparation of this report.

The account of Edith M. Thomas was written by the former. M. A.
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Dear Sir : — I have the honor to transmit to you, for

the use of the Legislature, a copy of the fifty-ninth annual
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thereof, together with that of the director and the usual

accompanying documents.

Respectfully,

M. ANAGNOS,
Secretary.
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Rogers, Miss Clara B., Boston.

Rogers, Miss Flora E., New York.

Rogers, Henry M., Boston.

Rogers, Jacob C , Boston.

Rogers, Mrs. William B., Boston.

Rojies, John C , Boston.

Ropes, Joseph S., Boston.

Rotch, Mrs. Benjamin S., Boston.

Rotch, Miss Edith, Boston.

Russell, Henry G , Providence.

Russell, Mrs. Henrv- G., Provi-

dence.

Russell, Henr}' S., Boston.

Russell, Miss Marian, Boston.

Saltonstall, Henry, Boston.

Saltonstall, Hon. Leverett, Newton.

Saltonstall, Mrs. Leverett, Newton.

Sampson, George, Boston.

Sanborn, Frank B., Concord.

Sayles, F. C, Pawtucket, R. L
Sayles, W. F., Pawtucket, R. L
Schlesinger, Barthold, Boston.

Schlesinger, Sebastian B., Bo.ston.

Sears, David, Boston.

Sears, ]\Irs. Fred. R., .Ir.. Boston.

Sears, Frederick R., Boston.

Sears, Mrs. K. W., Boston.

Sears, Mrs. P. H., Boston.
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Sears, Mrs. S. P., Boston.

Sears, Willard T., Boston.

Sharps, L., Providence.

Shaw, Mrs. G. Hovvland, Boston.

Shaw, Henry S., Boston.

Shaw, Quincy A., Boston.

Shepard, Mrs. E. A., Providence.

Shepard, Mrs. T. P., Providence.

SherAvood, Mrs. John H., New
York City.

Sherwood, W. H., Boston.

Shimmin, C. F., Boston.

Shippen, Rev. R. R., Washington.

Sigourney, Mrs. Henry, Boston.

Silsbee, Mrs. M. C. D., Boston.

Simpkins, Mrs. John, Jamaica

Plain.

Slater, H. N., Jr., Providence.

Snelling, Samuel G., Boston.

Si^aulding, J. P., Boston.

Spencer, Henry F., Boston.

Spragiie, F. P., M.D., Boston.

Sprague, S. S., Providence.

Stanwood, Edward, Brookline.

Stearns, Charles H., Brookline.

Stewart, Mrs. C. B., Boston.

Stone, Joseph L., Boston.

Sturgis, Fi'ancis S., Boston.

Sullivan, Richard, Boston.

Swan, Mrs. Sarah II., Cambridge.

Swan, Robert, Boston.

Swan, Mrs. Robert, Boston.

Sweetser, Mrs. Anne M., Boston.

Taggard, B. W., Boston.

Taggard, Mrs. B. W., Boston.

Talbot, Mrs. Isabella W., North

Billerica.

Tappan, Miss Mary A., Boston.

Tarbell, George G., M.D., Boston.

Temple, Thomas F., Boston.

Thaxter, Joseph B., Hingham.
Thayer, Miss Adele G., Boston.

Thayer, Miss A. G., Andover.

Thayer, Rev. George A ., Cincinnati.

Thayer, Mrs. Harriet L., Boston.

Thayer, Mrs. Nathaniel, Boston.

Thomas, H. H., Providence.

Thomas, Capt. Joseph B., Boston.

Thorndike, Mrs. Delia D., Boston.

Thorndike, S. Lothrop, Cambridge.

Ticknor, Miss A. E., Boston.

Tilden, Mrs. M. Louise, Milton.

Tilton, Mrs. W. S., Newtonville.

Tingley, S. H., Providence.

Tolman, Joseph C , Hanover.

Torrey, Miss A. D., Boston.

Townsend, Miss Sophia T., Bos-

ton.

Troup, John E., Providence.

Turner, Miss Abby W., Randolph.

Turner, Miss Alice M., Randolph.

Turner, Miss Ellen J., Boston.

Turner, Mrs. M. A., Providence.

Turner, Royal W., Randolph.

Underwood, F. H., Boston.

Upton, George B., Boston.

Villard, Mrs. Henry, New York.

Wainwright, Miss R. P., Boston.

Wales, George W., Boston.

Wales, Mrs. George W., Boston.

Wales, Miss Mary Anne, Boston.

Ward, Rev. Julius H , Boston.

Warden, Erskine, Waltham.

Ware, Mrs. Charles E., Boston.

Ware, Miss M. L , Boston.

Warren, J., G., Providence.

Warren, Mrs J. Sullivan, Boston.

AVarren, Mrs Wm. W., Boston.

Washburn, Hon. J. D., Worcester.

Waters, Mrs. Elizabeth F., Boston.

Watcrston, Mrs'. R. C, Boston.

Watson, Miss E. S., Weymouth.

Wat.son, T. A., Weymouth.
Webster, Mrs. John G., Boston.

W^eeks, A. G., Boston.

Welch, E. R , Boston.

Weld, Otis E., Boston.

Weld, R. II., Boston.

Weld, :Mrs. W. F., Boston.

Weld, W. G., Boston.

Wells, Mrs. Elizabeth S., Boston.

Wesson, J. L , Boston.
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Wheeler, Nath:iiiit.'l, lirid^^uwiiti;!',

Conn.

Wheelock, Miss Lucy, Boston.

Wheel wrijrht, A. C, Bo.ston.

Wheelwii^lit, John W., Boston.

White, C. J., Cambridge.

White, Charles T., Boston.

White, Mrs. Charles T., Boston.

AVhite, G A., Boston.

White, Joseph A., Franiinghani.

Whitehead, :\Iiss :\Iarv, West

Somerville.

Whitford, George W , Providence.

Whitin<r, Ebenezer, Boston.

Whitman, Mrs. Sarah W., Boston.

Whitney, Edward, Belmont.

Whitney, E., Boston.

Whitney, Henry M-, Brookline.

Whitney, Mrs., Boston.

Whitney, Miss Sarah A., Boston.

Whitney, Miss Sarah W., Boston.

Whitwell, S. Horatio, Boston.

Whitwell, Miss S. L., Boston.

Witjji^lesworth, Miss Ann, Boston.

Wiggle.sworth, Edward, M.I)., Bos-

ton

Wigglosworth, Thomas, Boston.

Wiglituian, W. B., Brovidence.

Williams, George W. A., Boston.

Wilson, Mrs. Maria Gill, Xewton-

ville.

Winslow, Mrs. George, Koxbury.

Winsor, ,]. B , Providence.

AV'^inthrop, Hon. Robert ('., Boston.

Wintiirop, Mrs. Robert C, Boston.

Winthrop, Mrs Thomas L., Boston.

Wolcott, J. H., Boston.

Wolcott, Mrs. J. H., Boston.

Wolcott, Roger, Boston.

Woods, Henry, Boston.

Worthingtoii, Roland, Roxbury.

Young, Alexander, Boston.

Young, Mrs. Benjamin L., Auburn-

dale.

Young, Charles L., Boston.

t
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COEPORATION.

South Boston, Oct. 8, 1890.

The annual meeting of the corporation, duly

summoned, was held today at the institution,

and was called to order by the president, Samuel

Eliot, LL.D., at 3 p.m.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read

by the secretary, and declared approved.

Mr. John S. Dwight presented the report of the

trustees, which was read, accepted, and ordered to

be printed with that of the director and the usual

accompanying documents.

The treasurer, Mr. Edward Jackson, read his

report, which was accepted, and ordered to be

printed.

The corporation then proceeded to ballot for

officers for the ensuing year, and the following

persons were unanimously elected: —

President— Samuel Eliot, LL.D.

Vice-President— John Cummings.

Treasurer— Edward Jacksou.

Secretary— M. Anagnos.
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Trustees— Williain Eiulicott, Jr., Josepli B. Glovor, J.

Theodore Heard, M.D., Andrew P. Peabody, D.D., P2dward

N. Perkins, Leverett Saltonstall, S. Lothrop Thorndike and

George W. Wales.

The following persons were afterwards added

to the list of the members of the corporation by

a unanimous vote: Simeon E. Baldwin, Xew
Haven, Conn.; Mrs. I. C. Barrows, Thomas Gush-

ing, Rev. George E. Ellis, D.D., Hon. George H.

Gammans, Mrs. Rebecca M. Hesseltine, Oren S.

Knapp, W. H. Long and Mrs. Maria W. Wales.

The meeting was then dissolved, and all in

attendance proceeded, with the invited guests,

to visit the various departments of the school

and inspect the premises.

M. ANAGNOS,
Secretary.
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REPOET OF THE TRUSTEES.

Perkins Institution and Massa.chvsetts School for the Blind,

South Boston, Oct. 5, 1890.

TO TEE MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION.

Oentlemen and Ladies:— During the past year

we have been compelled to dispense with the

invaluable services of our director; but his place

could not have been more acceptably filled than it

has been by John A. Bennett, Esq., who, to his

previously known fitness for the management of

the important business affairs placed under his

charge, has manifested rare discretion and skill, as

well as uniform patience, sympathy and kindness

in the superintendence and care of the institution

and its inmates. We could not have anticipated

that the director's vacation would have been so

happily bridged over; and Mr. Bennett yields up

his trust with the highest regard and sincerest

gratitude of our board. Mr. Anagnos has re-

turned with greatly improved health and renewed

strength, which we hope that he will husband

more assiduously in the future than in the past; if

not for his own sake, in behalf of those interests

which he has accounted as more j^recious than his

life.
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The total number of pupils in all (l('])artnients

on the first of October was 226. Since that time

81 have been admitted, and 56 discharged, making-

the total number at the present tim3 201. 'No

pupils are received from other than the New
England states, unless there be some single

excei)tional case; inasmuch as we are under virtual

obligation to receive all suitable New England

applicants, who usually fill the entire available

room.

AYe are grieved to report for the past year an

unusual amount of serious and fatal illness. Six

of our pupils, namely, Lillie B. Edson, aged ten,

Arthur S. Caswell, twelve, Albert C. Emery,

twelve, Lizzie M. Witt, ten, Charles Richardson,

eight, and Ethel A. Beman, fourteen, died at the

City Hospital, whither those seized with diseases

that may prove contagious are always removed,

both for the benefit of experienced nursing and

attendance, and for the safety of our remaining

inmates. We would recognize with our hearty

thanks the uniform and assiduous kindness of the

superintendent of the hospital and his assistants

to such of our pupils as have been under their

care.

The illness on our premises cannot be traced to

any local cause. The fatal cases were from five

difterent buildings, and in every instance thorough

examination was made of the plumbing and drain-

age, without the discovery of any cause of danger.
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The illnesses were for the most part traceable to

the epidemic influenza of last winter, with the

measles and scarlatina, which prevailed very

extensively at the same time. Several of the

worst cases were of children who returned from

the Christmas recess, either debilitated by sickness

or with symptoms of disease too far developed to

be arrested. It must be borne in mind, also, that

congenital blindness is oftener than not connected

with a feeble constitution, ill fitted to resist conta-

gion or to withstand acute disease.

2. The School.

There has been no essential change in the

methods of instruction, which cover the same

broad and varied field of studies and of exercises

that has composed the generous curriculum of the

past few years. The education here is liberal and

many-sided. Physical training, on a judicious sys-

tem, with a well-equipped gymnasium for the boys

and for the girls, has received its full share of atten-

tion, as may be seen in the bright, healthful faces,

and the natural and easy carriage of the pupils.

With this, and largely through this, moral culture

and good manners, cheerful ways of mutual service,

obedience to teachers, habits of industry, both

physical and mental, have been manifest with few

exceptions. On this twofold foundation the intel-

lectual discipline has been practical, enlarging

to the mind, far-reaching, and to some extent
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ideal,— that is to say, engaged on liigher themes

of study, sueh as philosophy, poetry, history

and ethics. There is always one class or more

of literary history, in which the pupil's power

of analysis and criticism is called out to some

extent. The practical branches, of course, are

first made sure,— reading from raised letters or

from the Braille points, writing, spelling, and

arithmetic; these, and whatever special parts of

education, as particularly music, are indispensable

to the self-supporting power of the pupil when he

graduates into the busy world. In geography

these pupils are remarkably proficient, picking out

from dissecting maps countries and places as they

are called [for, describing their distinctive feat-

ures, physical, political and social, and telling the

capitals of states and kingdoms with quick cer-

tainty. The gift of speech, too, is carefully culti-

vated, so that, in reading aloud, or in declamation

or recital, a habit of distinct, well-modulated

utterance prevails, as any one must have per-

ceived who has attended one of our annual

" commencements."

The loss of sight is largely compensated by

a quickened sense of hearing. To melody and

harmony the ears of the blind are peculiarly sen-

sitive, and therefore music is a fiivorite study and

pursuit with them. This beautiful art has ever

ranked among the most prominent branches in the

education of the blind, as a solace and pure source
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of happiness, as a refining moral influence, and as

a future self-supporting occupation. The large

corps of musical instructors, still under the faith-

ful, able and judicious direction of Mr. Thomas

Reeves, who is himself blind, and with the aid of

seeing music-readers, have done excellent and sat-

isfactory work. The field embraced in the scheme

of musical instruction was sufficiently described

in our last report as follows :
—

In chorus and solo singing ; in pianoforte and organ play-

ing ; in the practice of the violin, the clarinet, flute and various

brass instruments, as shown in the correct, tuneful, tasteful

performances of the well-filled band ; in the theory of music,

the writing and analj^sis of harmony, with some initiation into

the mysteries of counterpoint through the study and practice,

both vocally and instrumentally, of a number of Bach's four-

part chorals, — the standard of attainment is continually

rising.

It may be mentioned, with some satisfaction and

some pride, that at this institution the music of

Sebastian Bach lies so largely at the foundation of

the whole musical education. More wholesome

and nutritious pabulum could not be administered.

Technically, it ensures sound and true artistic

habits, while it is a safeguard against frivolous

and false taste, counteracting the idle and capri-

cious fashions of the day. Art becomes a thing

of conscience, a religion, under such a master.

The smaller compositions of Bach for the piano,

sometimes with a violin part, preludes and fugues
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froiii the " Well-tempered Clavichord," inventions,

minuets, gavottes, arias, etc., form a considerable

part of the musical daily bread of these young

pupils. They play them from memory; they

evidently enjoy them, and they will not easily

forget them; they cany them as an unfailing

standard with them into the musical life before

them.

The tuning of pianos, and even the regulation

and repair of instruments, is still carried on by a

number of the pupils, under the excellent instruc-

tion of Mr. J. W. Smith. They are employed in

not a few private families, where their work gives

satisfaction; and all the pianos in the public

schools of Boston are still kept in tune, as they

have been for several yeai's past, by pupils and

graduates of the Perkins Institution.

"We are happy to say, the faithful and efficient

corps of instructors in our school continues still

in service, with only two exceptions. Mr. E. E.

Allen, who had been head teacher in the boys'

department for two years, and who filled that

responsible place to general satisfaction, resigned

it during the summer vacation, to accept a more

remunerative position in the Philadelphia school

;

and his place has been filled by the appointment

of Miss Ida J. Phelps, a graduate of St. Lawrence

University, and a teacher of ten years' experience.

It will l)e remembered that this imjiortant position

has been held l3ef<)i*e by a lad}^ for a number of
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years, in the person of that highly esteemed and

most efficient teacher, Miss JuUa K. Gilman.

Miss Kate F. Gibbs, also a teacher in the boys'

dejDartment for two years, resigned at the end of

the year to enter Cornell University. Her place

has been filled by Miss Carrie E. McMaster, a

graduate of the Framingham IS^ormal School, and

a teacher of several years' experience. Quarterly

examinations of the school have been held, as

required by the by-laws, and, on the whole, they

have been satisfactory.

Except as before specified, all of last year's

teachers and officers will continue to render their

services to the institution, as some of them have

already done for more than a quarter of a century.

Their efficiency and faithfulness are evidenced

more strongly by their long tenures in office, than

could be done by any formal encomiums.

3. Commencement Exercises.

These were held as usual in Tremont Temple,

in the afternoon of Tuesday, June 3, 1890, the

president of the corporation, Samuel Eliot, LL.D.,

presiding. N^ever was more interest manifested

on the part of the audience, which filled every pai't

of the great hall, and never were the exercises

better calculated to excite that interest. Com-

pared with former years, there was little in the

form of addresses or speech making. The exer-

cises of the children spoke for themselves, more
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eloquently and more persuasively. Six young

men graduated; no young women. The names of

the graduates are, Charles Benaiah Bowen, John

Burnham, Clarence Ernest HaAvkes, Charles W.
Holmes, Henry Merritt and Michael J. Shea.

The exercises were not confined to the graduates,

but served fur illustration and example of the

whole work of the school, from the youngest to

the most advanced pupils, including the larger

jiortion of the kindergarten. They were, how-

ever, limited by the stern ride of time, and had

to be so few and so short as to awaken a vain

appetite for more. This was the appetizing

programme :
—

Part I.— After an organ prelude and fugue in

G minor by Bach, very creditably played by John

Burnham, there followed :
—

1. One of those astonishing exercises in geog-

raphy, by Wesley E. Newton, Frank G. Baker

and Lawrence Mannix. 2. A brilliant pei-form-

ance by the band, larger and more fully equij^ped

tiian ever before, of a military overture, by no

means easy,— "Tambour der Garde," by A. E.

Titl. 3. Reading by the touch by two little girls,

Alice M. Bannon and Edith M. Thomas,— the lat-

ter a highly gifted, interesting pu])il of the kinder-

garten, who is not only blind, but also deaf and

dumb, and who is making rapid progress, having

at command a larger vocabulary of Avords llian
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answers for the uses of many full-grown seeing

persons. Their task was charmingly performed.

4. Exercises in anatomy, by Harry E. Mozea-

lous, who pointed out upon a human skeleton,

with unfailing accuracy and promptness, all the

bones in the human frame, and described their

functions and relations. 5. Solo for clarinet,

"Luisa di Montfort," op. 82, by Bergson, exe-

cuted in good tone, style and taste, by John. F.

Morrison. 6. Essay, " The Future of the Colored

Man," written and delivered by Clarence E.

Hawkes.

Part II.— 1. Modelling in clay, an illustra-

tion, done before the audience, by the kindergarten

children, some sixteen or more, of what was set

down as " The Seven Little Sisters." This was

very quaint and clever, showing much plastic

facility in their small fingers, and excited great

amusement and applause. While the modelling

went on, there began, to save time : 2. Gymnas-

tics and military drill. The charming, simple

uniforms, sure and even steps and well-timed

movements of the little girls and boys, as well as

the soldierlike march and evolutions and the si-

multaneous handling of the muskets of the older

boys, under their gallant colonel, won unstinted

approbation. 3. Solo for violin, a Fantaisie of

De Beriot, by Charles W. Holmes, was neatly and

musically rendered. 4. A chorus for female
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voices, " Hither, Fairies, trip! " by Tiilly, was very

sweetly sung, the voices blending" well, and the

ensemble marred by no hai-sh, shi-ill sounds. 5.

Presentation of dii)lomas to the six graduates, by

the Rev. Andrew P. Peabody, D.D., in a few

pertinent, impressive words, full of sympathy, of

good advice and benediction, as follows :
—

My Young Friends :— I have very great pleasure in perfonn-

iug this ollice for you. I wish that our friends here could

know wJiat these diplomas mean, how much they mean, what a

large amount of faithful work they represent. One can hardly

kuow, who has not been somewhat familiar with 3'our school,

how much work has been done for you and by you. And you

have not only gained the valuable knowledge that has been

imparted to you, but, in the very work that it has cost j'ou,

your whole mind has been constantly strengthened, your work-

ing power has been enlarged and ripened. Whatever you

undertake to do, you are fitted for it, not only by your educa-

tion, but by the work that your edtication has cost you. You

are able to do whatever 3'ou do, well, thoroughly, faithfully.

And let me say to you, first of all, do not count that educa-

tion as finished, but improve every opportunity that you have,

to learn more and to grow in the very direction in which your

teachers liave led you. Some of you will have o[)portunities

for reading. I wish that you all might have them and cultivate

them. But there are various other ways in which we can learn :

you can learn from conversation, and b}' keeping your minds

and your ears open all the time to wliatever can be of service

to you.

Remember, too, whatever you undertake to do, to show that

you are thorough in your work ; and not only for the sake of

those for whom you do it, but for your own sake, tliat you may
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be able to say to yourself, day by day, " I have done what I

ought to have done. I have finished the day's work." Con-

sider no work done, that is not the very best you can do. And,

above all, remember to be pure and true and honest and kind

and generous.

You have learned of Him who, when on earth, opened the

eyes of the blind. May he open the eyes of your minds and

souls, so that you can see all his divine loveliness and beauty,

and that you may earnestly desire to be like him, and to grow

more and more like him. Then will you have done all, the best

that can be done, in this world, and the best work that can be

done for time and for eternity. I have great pleasure in pre-

senting to you the diplomas. May God bless you and keep

you, and make you truly his, on eartli and in heaven.

To close all musically, and with music of the

best, that noble and inspiring choral of mixed

voices, with the four parts supported by in-

struments, of Bach, "How brightly shines the

Morning Star!" Q'Wie schon leuchtet der Mor-

genstern! ''''), which rang out with a very rich,

impressive sound.

That afternoon w^ill be remembered, and future

returns of these " commencements " will be

eagerly anticipated. "We may add that that

most gifted and most interesting and attractive

child from Alabama, who has developed so re-

markably, in spite of the loss from infancy of

sight, speech and hearing, Helen Keller, who,

accompanied by her teacher, had been an inmate

of the Perkins Institution during a large part of
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tlie 3"ear, was present on the stage, but took

no active part in the commencement exercises,

much to the disappointment of her many friends,

and of hundreds Avho were curious to witness

her acquirements for the first time. And yet,

although she took no formal part, and was not

on the programme, hers was really the leading

role throughout the exhibition. It was entirely

private, but observed of all. Foi*, so lively was

her eager conversation (through the medium of

her teacher's fingers) with friends, trustees, etc.,

sitting near her; so intense her interest in what

was going on; so beaming with enthusiasm her

fair face; so expressive and incessant her gesticu-

lation,— that hardly for a moment could she

escape the close attention of the audience before

her.

4. FlJ^AIfCES.

The financial result of the year may be summed

up as follows; the treasurer's report will give the

receipts and expenditures in detail :
—

Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1889, f62,246 79

Total receipts from all sources during the year, . . . 131,224 72

$193,471 51

Total exjienditures and investments, .... 133,056 16

Balance $60,415 35

The institution has lived within its income,

and has received, in addition to numerous small
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donations which are considerable in the aggregate,

the snm of $2,000 in legacies, received from the

estate of Grace H. Blanchard. Strict economy

has been practised, so far as the efficiency of the

school, the health of the household, and the indis-

pensable repairs permitted.

5. Hareis Fund.

It seems desirable to correct an erroneous state-

ment in one of the charities' hand-books, to the

effect that the institution has a fund of f80,000,

for the relief of destitute blind people outside of

the institution. By the will of Charlotte Harris,

180,000 was left to the institution in 1877; but the

purposes for which it was bequeathed were so

vaguely expressed .that the supreme court was

called upon to interpret the will; and it decreed

"that one-third of the income (of $80,000) in each

year be set aj^art for the out-door relief of those

destitute persons who, by reason of loss of sight,

are unable to maintain themselves or to become

self-supporting; and that, in the distribution of

this relief, preference be given to those who are

inhabitants of the Charlestown district of the city

of Boston, and are advanced in years." The

remaining income was to be used for the general

purposes of the institution.

In accordance with this decree, fourteen persons

are receiving aid from this income; and nearly
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twenty additional applications are on file for

assistance, as vacancies may occnr in the list.

The acting director has personally visited all of

these beneficiaries dnring the summer vacation,

and investigated their condition and needs. All

the information obtainable about each recipient is

kept on file, in order that the assistance ma}^ be

given to those most worthy, as well as most

destitute.

6. RErAiES AXD Improvkmexts.

The board of trustees having appropriated the

sum of $6,000 lor this purpose, the exterior of the

main building in South Boston has been painted

during the summer vacation, together with all of

its surrounding fences. The balconies were found

to be in a dangerous condition in several places,

owing to the rotting away of the sills, which were

concealed from sight; and they have been thor-

oughly repaired, certain sections having been

almost wholly replaced by new material. The

wooden balustrade on the roof, which was fifty-

four years old, was in danger of being blown off,

and it was entirely removed. A simple, yet neat,

three-railed iron fence has taken its place.

Thirty of the rooms, which were in very bad

condition, and two large connecting halls, have

been completely renovated.

The gravelly slope Avest of the main building.
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between that and the cottages for girls, has been

seeded down, and has become a beautiful lawn of

white clover, to the great delight of the small

boys, who have it for a playground.

7. Printing for the Blind.

Our press has done fully its usual amount of

good work, under the continued superintendence

of Mr. Dennis A. Reardon, who, though no longer

a resident on our ground, has generously given

us his valuable services. There were issued dur-

ing the past year, "Little Ones' Story Book;"

the " Story of Patsy," provided by a donation

from Miss E. S. Howes; "The Peasant and the

Prince; " " The Blind Brother; " " Stray Chords; "

" Little Women," volumes L, II. and III. ; and a

Braille primer; also, of music, in raised type,

"Exercises in Harmony," Heller's Progressive

Studies," " Yocal Exercises," and Cramer's Piano

Studies."

8. Workshop for Adults.

During the past year twenty-two persons were

employed in the workshop, and of these twenty-

one are still employed there. With a view of

increasing the work of this department and the

number of those who may find emjiloyment in it,

Mr. E. C. Howard, late a teacher in the boys'

work department, has been appointed manager of
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both the sliop and the store. He is well fitted for

the place, is a good business man, has a practical

knowledge of the several kinds of work done in

the shop, and is himself an upholsterer of the first

class. This branch of manufacture he has already

established in the boys' department, and it is

regarded as the most hopeful industry for the

adults connected with the institution.

9. Deaths op Membeks op the Cokpoeatiox.

Of the members of the corporation, we have

lost by death during the past year: William

Parsons Atkinson, distinguished by a life of

skilled and faithful educational work; James H.

Blake, who has left the memory of a kind heart

and a generous life ; Cyrus Brewer, who has been

of essential service in various business arrange-

ments connected with the institution; John Tem-

pleman Coolidge, of a family of liberal givers;

James E. English, late governor of Connecticut;

Photius Fisk, a veteran and much esteemed chap-

lain in the United States ISTavy; Kobert B. Forbes,

whose philanthropy won for him a foremost j)lace

among the best men of his time; Benjamin God-

dard, a liberally educated and liberal minded

merchant; William W. PIo])pin of Providence;

John Boyle O'Reilly, to whom the land of his

exile was as his native soil; William D. Pickman,
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honored and beloved equally in the city of his birth

and in that of his adoption ; and Henry J. Steere

and^Benjaniin Thnrston, both of Providence.

All which is respectfully submitted by

FRANCIS BROOKS,
JOHN S. DWIGHT,
WILLIAM ENDICOTT, Jr.,

JOSEPH B. GLOVER,
J. THEODORE HEARD,
ANDREW P. PEABODY,
EDWARD N. PERKINS,

WILLIAM L. RICHARDSON,
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
THOMAS F. TEMPLE,

S. LOTHROP THORNDIKE,
GEORGE W. WALES,

Trustees.
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THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

" The wave is breaking on the sliore,

The echo fading from the chime

;

Again the sliadow moveth o'er

The dial-plate of time."
Whittier.

To THE Board of Trustees.

Gentlemen :— My long- vacation has come to

an end,— a vacation which was kindly and gra-

cionsly granted to me by yom* board, in order

that I might obtain some rest and seek the recovery

of my health ; therefore I now resume the duties

of my office with renewed strength, and with a

sense of gratitude for the many favors which I

have received at your hands.

But, returning to my post so late in the season,

I have not the requisite time and materials to write

the customary report of the director for the last

twelve months, nor to give a full account of what

has been accomplished or left undone in the course

of that period. Hence I will confine myself to a

few general remarks on the work of the institu-

tion, and will dwell also upon some of its special

features.

I take gi-eat pleasure in l)eing al)le to state,

that during the past year the usual order and
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government of the school have been maintained

without any interruption, and that the conduct

of the pupils and their progress in the several

branches of their education have been entirely

satisfactory.

The Past Year's Enrollment.

" Heaven, j'et populous, retains

Number sufficient to possess her realms."

Milton.

Owing to several causes of an exceptional char-

acter, and especially on account of the I'emoval

from our list of an unusually large number of

pupils by death, graduation, or dismissal for lack

of fitness, the present enrollment of names, instead

of an increase, shows a slight diminution.

At the beginning of the past year the total

number of blind persons connected with the insti-

tution in its various departments, as pupils, teach-

ers, employes and work men and women, was

226. Since then 31 have been admitted and 56

have been discharged, making the total number

at present 201. Of these, 151 are in the school

proper at South Boston, 26 in the kindergarten

at Jamaica Plain, and 21 in the industrial depart-

ment for adults

The first class includes 138 boys and girls

enrolled as pupils, 13 teachers and other ofiicers,

and 3 domestics. Of the pupils, there are now 126

in actual attendance, 12 being temporarily absent

on account of ill health, or from other causes.
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The second class com])rises 25 little boys and

girls, and one music teacher; and the third 21 men

and women employed in the workshop for adults.

Visits to the European Institutions.

Homer.

The first step taken towards the establishment

of this institution by its illustrious founder was a

voyage across the Atlantic. This he undertook, in

the autumn of 1831, for the purpose of ascertain-

ing, through intelligent examination and careful

investigation, the methods of teaching and the

modes of management then in use in the European

schools and asylums for the blind. He hoped to

profit by the experience of their directors and

instructors in arranging a suitable system of edu-

cation for the institution which he had been asked

to call into being. In embarking in this enter-

prise, he entered upon a field of new and hitherto

unfamiliar laboi\ He had not the least ^preparation

for it, and no i)revious knowledge of its require-

ments ; but he was eminently fitted for it both by

nature and experience. For nearly ten years he

had wandered from clime to clime, and, to use

Chapman's rendering of the passage of Homer
which stands at the head of this section,—

" The cities of a world of nations

With all their manners, minds and fashions,

He saw and knew."
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Dr. Howe was gifted with a high degree of

clear-mindedness, keenness of observation, sound

judgment and originaUty of thought. Moreover,

his eagerness to get at the root of things, and

to find out their exact vakie or want of vahie,

was one of the strongest of his mental charac-

teristics. Above all, there was in his intellectual

fabric a natural acumen, a power of great insight,

which discerned, analyzed, sifted, measured and

weighed everything that came to his notice.

These qualities enabled him to distinguish the

good from the bad ; to " take the corn, and leave

the chaff behind ;
" to avoid what seemed to him

injurious and objectionable, and to accept what

was useful and beneficial. Thus he laid the

foundation of a scheme of education which was

original in some respects and quite different from

those of the old world, inasmuch as it was

broader and wider in its scope, more liberal in

its principles, and better adapted to the wants

and special requirements of the recipients of its

benefits, than any in existence.

This plan was calculated to free the blind from

the chains of the traditional prejudices and

humiliating practices of the past, to afford them

opportunities for the full development of their

faculties and capacities, thus giving them educa-

tional privileges equal to those enjoyed by seeing

children, to equip them for the activities and

responsibilities of life, so that they inight become
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useful and independent members oC tlio communi-

ties to which .they l^elonged, and to raise their

social and moral status in every Avay. He labored

with great assiduity and consummate skill in this

field, and the results of his Avork stand as an ever-

lasting monument to his genius and sagacity.

His system has served as a model in the organi-

zation of all American institutions, and as a

stimulus to improvement in not a few of those

of Europe. Self-reliance, which, like Jacob's

ladder, leads to high regions, was uppermost in his

dreams, and he insisted upon its importance with

tremendous emphasis. His success was truly

remarkable. In order to reach the goal of his

aspirations, however, he spared no effort. He

was not satisfied with his achievements. He was

not one of those people who hold a silver piece

so close to their eyes that it seems as large as the

moon, and shuts the latter from their sight.

Instead of fixing his gaze on what had already

been accomplished, he took a large and compre-

hensive outlook over the Avhole field of action

In the language of Scripture, he forgot what was

behind, and reached out to what was still before

fiim. His studies with regai'd to the amelioration

of the condition of the blind and their elevation

hi the scale of humanity were constant and

thorough, and he was alwa3^s on the qui vive for

something better. Besides his first visit to the

European institutions, he made a second one
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in 1844, a third in 1850, and a fourth and last one

in 1867. He was also a regular reader of their

reports.

In these, as well as in all other matters relating

to the cause of the blind, I have followed in his

footsteps.

About twenty months ago my health seemed

to be impaired to such an extent as to render

necessary for me a speedy relief from duty and

a change of scene; and you graciously proposed

that I should take a vacation of a year, or more,

if need be. I made the preparatory arrangements

accordingly as soon as possible, and sailed for

Europe on the 18th of June, 1889. While there

I devoted a large share of my time to mailing

myself acquainted with all kinds of institutions

for the blind, and with the condition of those who

had been taught or trained in them, without any

regard to my recess or holiday; for I believe,

with Yirgil, that " it is allowed, by laws divine

and human, that Ave may perform some works

even on festal days."

" Quippe etiam festis guaedam exercere diebus

Fas et jura sinunt."

I visited schools, asylums and homes for the

blind, in Great Britain, France, Switzerland, Italy,

Hungary, Austria and the German empire. I

saw the principal institutions in each of these

countries, besides many less important ones in
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several of lliem. I visited thirty establishments

in all. I was cordiall}^ received everywhere. My
fellow-laborers in the field of education of the

blind met my inquiries in a most kindly spirit,

and aifordcd me proper facilities for thorough

investigation and critical examination of their

work. For these attentions, and for all cordial

greeting's on the part of my professional brethren

abroad, I return my heartfelt thanks. To many

of them I am also indebted for their annual

reports, and to several for books and pamphlets

relating to the cause in which Ave have a common

interest. Some of these documents I should have

found it difficult or impossible to procure in any

other way.

Eager to obtain trustworthy information in all

matters j^ertaining to the institutions, I sought

every opportunity to ascertain the fundamental

principles of their organization, and the sources

from which they derive the means for their sup-

port; to learn the particulars of their management

and operation; to acquire a knowledge of any

improvements they had made, and to gather for

our own school all the benefits which a careful

survey of their workings could aftbrd, earnestly

seeking—
" By foreiirn arts domestic faults to mend,

Enlarge my notions, and my views extend."

It is my purpose to give, at some future time, a

detailed account of the various institutions in
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Europe. Touching briefly upon the history of

their origin and upon their dififerent forms of

government, I intend to dwell on the special feat-

ures and main characteristics of their work; on

the nature of their environment, and the effects of

the social and political influences Avhich are

brought to bear uj^on them; on the facts and

figures elicited by my inquiries, and on the results

of my observations. At present I am compelled

to confine myself to some general remarks.

During the past twenty-five years these institu-

tions have increased both in number and in extent

and variety of means of instruction. In many of

them some of the old methods have been revised

and improved, or discarded and replaced by new

ones. In others, measures have been taken for

embossing books and constructing a^^paratus of

diff'erent kinds; while in not a few more attention

is now paid to the systematic and harmonious

development of the j^hysical capacities and the

intellectual and moral faculties of the pupils, than

ever before. All things being considered, we may

safely say that there is no lack of eff'ort on the

part of those in authority toward preparing a cer-

tain number of the sightless persons committed to

their charge to become intelligent, useful, happy,

and in every way estimable men and women and

citizens. The spirit of self-reliance and self-

respect is more or less cultivated in all European

countries. With the exception, perhaj^s, of Italy,
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where mendicancy in general displays a shocking

and disgusting spectacle, the loss of vision is no

longer tacitly understood to be linked with beg-

gary, as was formei'ly the case. On tlie contrary,

a strong belief in the dignity and capacity for

hapjiiness of every member of the human family,

whatever his bodily defects may be, has been gain-

ing ground steadily, and the right of all children

to receive an education has been recognized ^vith a

degree of rapidity which is truly encouraging.

The signs of an advance all along the line are

unmistakable.

This change is largely due to the demands of

the present age, as well as to the good sense and

ability of the men who, during succeeding gen-

erations, have devoted themselves to the cause of

the blind.

But, while I acknowledge with unreserved

pleasure the gains and the progress thus far made,

both from a moral and ])ractical point of view, I

am free to confess, that, in some essential respects,

the institutions in Europe are quite inferior to

those in America. They neither furnish the best

literary advantages nor the most salutary and sub-

stantial mental enrichment. They are scantily

supplied Avith publications in raised print, and

with the necessary educational appUances and

tangible apparatus. They do not afford to the

recipients of their benefits the means for a broad

culture, and the pass2)ort to true manliood and
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womanhood. They are stinted in their provision

of the means for aesthetic development, and the

acquisition of scientific knowledge. Their stand-

ard of intellectual attainment is lower than ours,

while, with regard to mechanical work, it is higher.

Fairly judged and justly characterized, they may

be considered as fields of industrial occupation,

rather than of mental pursuits and professional

callings,— as training-places for handicrafts, and

not as factories of scholarship. The development

of manual dexterity in the pupils is the highest

merit which they can claim, as all thoughtful

observers agree. The difference between the

European and the American establishments for the

blind may be thus summed up: the former have

striven to produce skilful laborers, while the latter

have endeavored to make of their scholars intelli-

gent men and women. Both these systems are

open to criticism; but the tendency of the age is

decidedly in favor of carrying mental development

to its fullest extent.

The industrial departments of the European

institutions are well supplied both with accom-

modations and with convenient appliances for

instruction and work. Of the various trades in

which the blind are engaged, the following are

the principal ones: the making of baskets,

brushes, brooms, mats and bedding. Chair-

caning is successfully taught in most of the

shops. In particular localities, some other articles
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are made, for which the neighborhood affords a

good market, or makes a special demand. The

favorite occupation in most of the schools is the

manufacture of brushes and baskets. The latter

are extensively used in Germany and Italy for

many purposes for which wooden and paper boxes

are employed in this country. They are there-

fore sold at remunerative prices; while the mak-

ing of brushes pays fairly well in Great Britain,

in Prussia, in Saxony and in Bohemia. Germany

surpasses all other countries in the care which she

bestows upon the blind who have learned their

trades at the various institutions and have re-

turned to their homes, or at least to their native

places. By a methodical system of supervision

and assistance, unknown to England and America,

about three-fourths of the old pupils are enabled

to earn their living by the sweat of their brow.

This arrangement is admirable in every respect,

and we earnestly wish that it might be introduced

in all the large cities and thickly populated parts

of this country, thus replacing those gigantic

monstrosities, which are dignified by the names of

" industrial homes," but which, in the natural

order of things, are destined to do more harm than

good to the cause of the blind, by segregating

them from general society, and gathering them

imder one and the same roof, instead of scattering

them among seeing people.

With regard to the homes or asylums for the
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blind in which the means for mere physical exis-

tence are supplied, without any provision for work

by the hands or for employment of the mind, I

have nothing favorable or new to say. As a gen-

eral rule, they are simply almshouses for sightless

persons, with all the bad features which are in-

herent in such establishments, and which are

rendered intensely objectionable by the fact that

the inmates are victims of a commoi> infirmity.

There is absolutely nothing to commend their con-

tinuance, and their existence should be no longer

tolerated. On the contrary, their abolition is

demanded by the promptings of reason and com-

mon-sense alike, by the dictates of enlightened

philanthropy, and by the wisdom of social science

gained by long and varied experience. Devoid of

all means for the employment and occupation of

the time of their inhabitants, and utterly destitute

of inducements to energy and incentives to activ-

ity, these places are veritable nests of indolence

and idleness, and the manifold evils resulting

therefrom. They are this and nothing more. It

is no hyperbole to characterize them as gloomy

and cheerless abodes, rather than as decent homes

for human beings. The majority of their inmates

cannot but be unhappy and dissatisfied with their

lot in life. They no doubt think with Poj^e, that

they—
,

" Wandering go

Through dreary wastes, and weep each other's woe."
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The sliaij) ci-lticisms and severe comments made

on these institutions by Dr. Howe and others are

not unjust in any way. Verily, viewed in the

light of the facts which provoked these remarks,

they seem mild and tame. Last Ma}^, when I

visited the Ospizio per i ciechi jwveri del 8. S.

Guiseppe e Lucia, in Xaples, and saw a number

of aged men clad in filthy rags, herded in damp

and ill-ventilated quarters, suiFering with rheu-

matism and with all sorts of aches to which the

human flesh is heir, and surrounded by everything

that was dismal and dreary, I was so distressed

by the sight that it was impossible for me to

restrain myself from saying, with due emphasis,

that, if the rear part of the building could be

swept away by fire or by some other destructive

agency without any loss of life among the inmates,

its ruin, instead of being a calamity or a misfortune,

would ])e a real benefit to suffering humanity.

Passing from a dark and chilly dining-hall to

some sunless and crowded dormitories, which

were filled with foul air, and whose walls and

ceilings w^ere dripping with moisture, I noticed a

number of decrepit persons lying in their beds

half-naked, or sitting in a corner and groaning. I

asked the officer who accompanied me in my tour

whether most of these ])oor people were not sub-

ject to neuralgia and to all sorts of excruciating

pains. "Oh, yes, sir," answered he, promptly;

" but the institution em])loys a physician, who
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attends to their ailments and prescribes for their

cure." This reply, given amid such horrible sur-

roundings, sounded like mockery. The tone of

the speaker and the promptness with Avhich he

made this answer showed that my question had

touched a very tender and weak point.

International Congress held in Paris.

" You hold a fair assembly; you do well."

SlIAKKSPEARE.

The International Congress for the amelioration

of the condition of the blind met during the first

week in August, 1889, at the national institution

for young sightless persons, in Paris. The meet-

ings of the assembly were of absorbing interest.

There was a large number of delegates in attend-

ance, representing various establishments for the

blind in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Russia,

Italy, Portugal, Great Britain and ISTorth and

South America. Of the great nations of Europe

the Germans alone figured by their absence.

Their merchants and manufacturers were dis-

couraged and hindered from sending exhibits to

the grandest and most glorious of all the indus-

trial and pacific achievements of the nineteenth

century,— the universal exposition of 1889. JSTor

were their scholars and philanthropists allowed to

participate in the proceedings of the numerous

scientific, educational and benevolent gatherings,

which took place in Paris during the summer of
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that year. The imperial veto forbiddin*^ any

German officials to take part in tlie vaiioiis as-

semblies, which were ontgrowths of the exposition,

was couched in language too plain to admit of

any misinterpretation. No doubt many Germans

would have liked to attend the pliilanthropic

meetings held at Paris, but the tyranny of their

government prevented them from doing so. Such

proceedings could not meet with the approval and

sympathy of the man of fire and iron, who in-

dulges in vulgar hatred against everything that

comes from France, and who is incapable of shed-

ding tears to—
" humanize the flints whereon he treads."

Bismark's bold and harsh policy fell in the form of

a heavy and pernicious frost on the tender plants

of philosophy and humanity, causing their gradual

withering and decay, and has lodged in their place

a giant militarism, which, like the devil-fish

described by Victor Hugo in the " Toilers of the

Sea," has twisted its sharp elongated tentacles

around the body of every European nation, great

or small, fastened its innumerable suckers in their

flesh, and is now drinking their life blood. As in

the proximity of the octopus— the soml^re demon

of the water, watching with sinister patience in the

dusk— "no bird would brood, no egg would

burst to life, no flower would dare to open, no

heart to love, no spirit to soar," so, under the
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sway of Bismark's diabolical creation, the com-

mon offices of humanity cannot be maintained,

learning and science cannot flourish, the cultiva-

tion of the liberal arts is inevitably neglected, the

groves of the muses and Apollo are deserted,

the graceful amenities of life fade away, and only

the martial fields are in full bloom, and promise a

rich and awful harvest. "When the " sparks that

kindle fiery war " are carefully fostered and kept

alive in the hearts of men, and are thus ready to

produce a blaze at any moment, the nobler

instincts of peace and brotherhood, of mutual love

and good-will, of benevolence towards all and

of malice towards none, are banished there-

from. In the imposing presence of officers of

different grades, attired in glittering uniforms,

adorned with plumes, decorated with helmets,

resting their hands on the hilts of shining swords,

and forming the vanguard of the favoHtes of

emperors, kings and rulers, the sublime aristoc-

racy of mind and character loses its importance

and becomes of little account. Before the formi-

dable array of legions of soldiers taken away from

the useful employments and ennobling activities of

society, and while—
" The trumpet's loud clangor

Excites men to arms,

With shrill notes of anger

And mortal alarms,"—

the chariot of progress and civilization cannot go



51

forward. Charity's celestial melodies are jarred

by the discordant noises of clashing blades, and

nature's sweet and kindly voices are drowned

with the roar incident to the preparations for an

accursed slaughter of human beings. As we look

at this state of things, instead of seeing the river

of life rolling its amber stream over elysian

flowers, and the beauteous tree of peace growing

in safety and strength, we notice the clouds of

mischief and hate thickening, and the signs of a

deadly storm multij^lying on the political horizon

of Europe, and Ave can foretell, with great

certainty, bloodshed and the dii'c events of war.

This is the direct and natural outcome of Bis-

mark's atrocious policy; and the world at large

cannot be too thankful to the young and impet-

uous Ci^sar for flinging its despotic and unscru-

pulous author from the throne of a dictator and

commander of the destinies of Europe, and for

relegating him to permanent retirement, whence

he can no longer issue arrogant orders or auto-

cratic mandates, and where he has ample time and

opportunity to satisfy his natural tastes and to

mdulge in an irrepressible garrulity, which renils

his mask and reveals the inwardness of his real

self, without harming any one else. But to return

to my subject.

The preliminary arrangements for the sessions

of the congress, and everything relating thereto,

were made by that whole-souled and indefatigable
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worker in the cause of the blind, Mr. Maurice do

la Sizeranne, editor of the two French reviews

published monthly in their behalf, in Paris, the

" Yalentine Haiiy " and the " Louis Braille." Mr.

E. Martin, director of the national institution for

the young blind, presided over the meetings with

dignity and decorum, and proved himself equal to

all emergencies. One of the most characteristic

features of the convention was the large number

of blind persons (nearly one hundred) who took

part in it. Of the twenty-six papers that were

presented, eighteen were Avritten in the Braille

system by sightless men, and were read fluently

by their authors. The following were the 2:)rinci-

pal questions treated of in these essays :
—

First. "Which are the most lucrative profes-

sions for the blind?

Second. To what extent would it be expedient

or proper to give to the blind intellectual instruc-

tion corresponding to the requirements of the

calling which they intend to pursue?

Third. Is it proper that public schools should

be established for the benefit of the blind? If so,

how should the programmes of such institutions be

coordinated?

Fourth. How great should be the influence of

the family in the care and education of the blind

during the early part of childhood?

These topics, together with several others of

general interest, but partly suggested by the new
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order of things which has been growing up botli

in France and Italy since the fall of the second

empire and the occupation of Rome by the Ital-

ian government, were thoroughly discussed and

earnestly commented upon. But the debates,

although very animated and quite heated at times,

were invariably conducted with that consummate

tact and courteous delicacy, Avith that fine wit and

graceful language, for which the French are so

famous, and of which they are such perfect

masters as to be recognized as rivals of the ancient

Athenians.

The work of the congress was in every respect

beneticial to all present, and an incitement to

deeper professional life and more strenuous exer-

tions for the remedy of existing defects and the

attainment of better .results.

In my intercourse with some of the most intelli-

gent pupils, graduates, instructors and sightless

l)rofessors of the Paris institution, I was delighted

to observe that the name of Valentin Hauy, the

founder of that school and the apostle of the blind

in general, is still loved and cherished by all of

them with a religious and enthusiastic veneration.

A beautiful marble statue of the gi'eat ])hilanthro-

pist, who " brought light out of darkness," stands

in front of the main entrance of the establishment;

and one of the most channing and touching things,

which I heard in the gay capital of France, was

the recital, by Prof. E. Guilbeau, of a poem which
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he wrote some time ago in memory of the illus-

trious benefactor of himself and of his fellow-

sufferers.

In connection with the congress, there was

arranged in a spacious hall of the institution—
which ordinarily serves as a play-room for the

girls— an exhibition of embossed books and maps

in relief, of writing machines and other appliances,

and of different kinds of educational apparatus

adapted to the sense of touch. Specimens of the

Avork of the scholars of some of the European

institutions, and of mechanical contrivances therein

constructed or employed as auxiliary means of

instruction, were also to be seen in several sections

of the universal exposition. The display made by

the two schools of Paris — the national and the

Braille — was very extensive, and surpassed all

others in magnitude and in systematic arrange-

ment. Ours was the only exhibit which repre-

sented the institutions for the blind of this coun-

try. It consisted of embossed books, dissecting

maps, annual reports, models in clay, and a great

variety of articles made both by the pupils of the

parent establishment and by the children of the

kindergarten. Although the time for the prepa-

ration of the exhibit allowed by Prof. C. Wellman

Parks, United States superintendent of education

at the Paris exposition, was very short, the work

was so well done that it attracted deserved atten-
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tion, and the award of a gold medal was the

ofHcial .seal of appreciation and ai)[)i(jval which

the jury placed upon it.

Edith M. Thomas.

"Knowledge dwells, the oracle of oracles.

Tiie deaf may hear, the blind may see—
All that philosophy, has sought,

Science discovered, genius wrought."

The year has been one of marked improve-

ment in the histoiy of this interesting little girl,

and its results have fully justified the hopes ex-

pressed at the close of the last report upon her

case. Hitherto she has made fair progress, for an

intelligent child with careful teaching could hardly

do otherwise; but her advancement has proceeded

with l3ut little cooperation on her part. The

isolation consequent upon her triple privation

developed a fund of resources within herself

which apparently made her unconscious of any

want, and more self-reliant and independent than

the average child who can see, hear and speak.

Hence the occupations and amusements offered

by her teachers struggled for a long time unsuc-

cessfully to gain her attention and interest. At

first they were, to her, an imwarrantable inter-

ference Avith her own plans, against which she

rebelled; she gradually submitted to them with

better grace, then accepted them as necessary
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duties, until there slowly arose within her a

degree of interest in some of them. Only within

the last year has her interest been so quickened as

to make her progress at all commensurate with

her ability. Edith has grown rapidly in stature,

and her figure has developed symmetrically. Her

carriage is erect and graceful, and she is a healthy

and vigorous child in mind and body. The effect

of the educational influences by which she has

been surrounded is visible in Edith's face, which,

though always comely, grows more refined and

gentle in its expression with each succeeding year.

Her features are pleasing; the drooping eyelids

and long eyelashes entirely conceal the sightless

eyes, and the sweet, attractive grace of her smile

makes her a charming little girl.

Her mental and moral growth have kept pace

with the physical. She has made excellent prog-

ress in all her studies ; her mind has become more

receptive; she has grown more social and commu-

nicative, and more solicitous to please, as well as

to avoid displeasing. Her native integrity, which

has been mentioned in previous reports, remains

unimpaired. She is strictly honest, to the extent

that, in little matters among the children where

there is a temptation to prevaricate, the teachers

find they can rely upon Edith's word, and that she

will be truthful even when she knows that the

facts are entirely against her.



In February Edith and her teacher were re-

nioNxxl from the kindergarten, in Jamaica Phiin,

to the girls' depai'tment of the school at Sontii

Boston. The change was a great dehght to

Edith, and has accelerated her progress in all

directions. As the oldest of the children at the

kindergarten, and the most robust and fearless of

them all, she was the leader in their sports; but,

as they could not converse with her, she had no

real companionship with her playmates. She

knew they were younger than herself, and looked

upon them as little children, and therefore unsuit-

able as examples by which to regulate her own

conduct. She has always wanted to be " a big

girl
; " and when her transfer to South Boston

placed her among older pupils, her ambition was

gratified, and her self-respect was stimulated, and

helped her to control her childish naughtinesses

and to emulate the conduct of her schoolmates.

Her occasional fits of rebellion became less fre-

quent, and now appear to have ceased. She does

not manifest the slightest ill-temper or opposition

to the wishes of her teacher. Iler romping ways,

too, have gradually become more gentle; yet she

has lost none of her vivacity, or love of out-door

sports and exercise. In short, she has been

maturing in mind and character in a marked

degree.
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Language.

During her first two years at school Edith

showed but Uttle desire to converse either by

the use of language or by any other method.

She received her lessons through the manual

alphabet, and replied briefly to questions, using

only the most important words, and omitting the

connectives even after she understood them. She

seldom volunteered a remark, or asked any but

necessary questions. This was the silent child

of whom Miss Markham took charge in Septem-

ber, 1889. Some two months later, under date

of ISTovember 16, the following record appears in

her teacher's journal: —

She has begun to ask questions ; wanted to know if lace was

made of thread, and if her stockings were made of cloth. I

said they were made of cotton thread. " No! stockings made

of cloth by lady," she answered.

Miss Markham then explained that the cloth

was made of cotton threads, and that the cotton

grew at the South, and gave Edith a lesson upon

cotton, showing her some, that she might examine

it carefully. In the evening this little student

inquired what her hair was made of,— whether

it was made of thread; and when her teacher

replied that " it grew," she asked if it was made

of grass. Her next inquiry was, " what are

boots made of ? " and when Miss M. told her that
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tlicy were made of the skins of cows and <^oats,

sbe asked, "what is skin mad(' ofV" Then

question folloAved question witli eager interest.

Her desire for knowledge that lay l^eyond the

reach of her exploring fingers seemed suddenly

to have awakened from its dormant condition,

and since then has never slept.

At this time she understood the use of all the

])arts of speech, and, so far as her vocabulary

extended, she could use them correctly, although

she preferred abbreviated forms of expression.

The use of personal pronouns was very slowly

adopted by Edith. At first she considered it an

indignity to be addressed as you, and expressed

her resentment in look and manner. When she

found that her teacher accepted this form of

address, she ceased to object; but it was not

until long after she understood their propriety

that she accustomed herself to use these pronouns.

Her teacher says :
—

JMarch 15. —She is begimiiog to converse more with other

people ; for awhile she Avould talk very little with any one but

myself. Her increasing use of pronouns is noticeable. She

does not understand yet why the possessive of pronouns is not

formed by adding the apostrophe and s, the same as in nouns.

This was shortly after her removal to South

Boston, which gave a fresh stimulus to her use

of language, and her vocabulary greatly increased

after she had the pleasure of using- it in intercourse
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with her companions. The change in Edith's

special teacher, and the interruption of lessons

during the long summer vacations have prevented

the keeping of a record of her progress in this

direction, and it is quite impossible to say how

large a stock of words she has at command, for she

now draws from many sources. While at home,

in vacations, she not only converses with her

own family by means of the manual alphabet,

but she has friends and playmates in the neigh-

borhood, who also talk with her. At school she

talks freely with the teachers and other officers;

and her schoolmates, from the oldest to the

youngest, are all very fond of her, and eager

to attend to her lightest word. Her vocabulary

is sufficient for ordinary conversation, and it is

rapidly increasing noAv that she reads more and

talks with so many people. Although she often

— perhaps generally— forms complete sentences

when she is conversing, yet the tendency to

shorten the tedious method of spelling out every

word is still noticeable. Instead of " what is

it for?" she will often spell "for?"

She shows a special, and sometimes inexplicable,

liking for certain words, which she will introduce

at every opportunity. Afraid is one of these;

certamly is another; this, indeed, is her common

form of affirmation, although it is not often used

by those about her. Still another favorite word is

miscliievous, and this she seems to have a peculiar



61

dc'liglit in using on the slightest occasion. When
she first met this word, the syllable mis occurred

at the end of a line, and ckievous at the beginniug

of the next; and Edith read it as Miss Chievous,

and thought it a very funny name. Although her

mistake was immediately corrected, and she fully

understands its meaning, the word always seems

to recall the mirth which it first provoked.

Heading.

She has made excellent progress in reading, and

enjoj^s it more and more as she advances. She

not only becomes interested in the books which

she reads with her teacher at hand, but she some-

times takes a book and sits down to read by her-

self. At the beginning of the year she Avas still

in the First Reader. This was finished in

October, and since then she has completed the

Second, Third, and Fourth Readers, " Stories for

Little Readers," and "The Little Ones' Story

Book," besides a portion of " What Katy Did,"

and some selections from " Heidi." This amount

of reading means more than that of a child whose

work is oral, and whose attention, occupied with

the pronunciation of the words, often fails to

notice or even care for their meaning. At every

ncAV word Edith asks for enlightenment, and some-

times the entire time of the lesson is spent in

answering her questions, and giving illustrations,

Avhieh will make the meaning clear to her mind.
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The following arc some of the questions asked by

this little girl during a lesson upon oysters and

clams, and are given as a sample of her ordinary

questioning in her daily exercises: —
" Do oysters and clams have shells?" "Where

do they live? " " Do men get them and put them

in stores?" "Can men get them from the

ocean?" "Can they grow in the shells?" "Does

it have a mouth? " Then, being reminded of one

of her owm exj^eriences by this talk about the

dwellers of the ocean, she remarked, " I walked in

the water with Mary Brown, at Forest Park, and

she liked it." Another day her lesson was upon

spiders, about which she asked many questions,

some reply to which recalled to mind a chrysalis

which had been given her. " Is my chrysalis a

butterfly?" she inquired. "When will it be a

butterfly?" "Will it stay in the box all the

time?" [Meaning, imtil it becomes a butterfly.]

"Does it have two wings?" "Does it have four

feet?" Then, thinking of what she had read and

been told, she said, " it is a little play bird."

Edith is now very happy in joining a class of

girls about her own age, who listen to a reading

every evening. They are now hearing "Black

Beauty," and Edith receives from the fingers of

her teacher the story to which they listen. A part

of her pleasure undoubtedly comes from the feel-

ing that she is shari7ig ivith others, but she is also
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interested in the ])ook itself; she talks of it at

other times, and its influence is increasing lier

thoughtfulness for the comfort of animals.

Writing.

In pencil Avriting Edith has also improved dur-

ing the year, and it is no longer a distasteful task.

If she has written a page, and her teacher tells

her that it does not look well, without hesitation

she destroys it, and re-writes the matter upon a

clean sheet. Her exercises are descriptions of

animals or objects which she has examined,

accounts of stories which she has read, or letters

to relatives or friends. Whenever she receives a

gift that pleases her, she says, " I will write— a

letter."

The following fac simile copies illustrate her

writings and composition.

1 ^^ -^ CL U,L TV TT. C- V

lK.r sau. L «n_3-L-t:L\-La.«3 ta

a_TTx) a_ Wus n_\_i tall
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Early in January she began learning to write

Braille— a system of embossed points, which she

can read as well as write, and thus have the

pleasure of examining her work. It was feared

that when she could write by this method she

would become unwilling to use the pencil, which

is so fruitless in results that she can perceive.

It has not proved so, however, for she writes these

systems with equal readiness; but her pencil writ-

ing, from longer practice, is the more correct.

Kindergarten.

Before Edith left the kindergarten she had

become familiar with the occupations, could an-

alyze the gifts, and play the games. She is so

fond of 2)lay that these games have always been

delightful to her, and one of the greatest punish-

ments, Avhich could be inflicted for her misconduct,

was to deprive her of the privilege of joining in

them. She began by following the movements of

the other children, and she entered heartily into

the sports even when she but slightly understood

their meaning. When, this year, she learned that

there were songs accompanying every game, and

what these songs were, she was happier than

ever. To some of the games she has learned the

words, and these she plays with the greatest

zest.
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Arithmetic.

Other pursuits required so much of Edith's

time, that her lessons in arithmetic were suspended

May 1. At that time she had become famihar

with the multiplication tables, as far as twelve

times twelve; she could work readily with num-

bers less than twenty, and had learned to use the

type-slate, upon which. she had set the multiplica-

tion tables and performed some simple exercises

in addition.

Oeography.

She has not begun to study geography, but the

way is being prej^ared by incidental allusions in

reading or conversation, which lead her to ask

questions. Thus she has learned something of

land and water, oceans, rivers, islands, mountains

and hills. She was told that her former teacher

had sailed across the ocean to one of the Sandwich

Islands; and, as she was idly touching a map one

day, her fingers happened to rest upon an island,

which she recognized as such, and asked if that

was where Miss F. lived.

Sloycl.

Edith's natural skill with her fingers was an

excellent preparation for a course in Sloyd train-

ing. Her first lesson was taken March 21, and

in the single lesson she learned to use saw, ham-

mer and plane, and made a dish-rack, for which
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she measured the pieces, as well as cut them

and put them together. It was a creditable

piece of work, even for a child who had sight and

hearing to guide her; but, for one who labored in

absolute darkness and silence, it was remarkable.

At her second lesson, March 28, she learned to

use sandpaper, and began a box. In her teacher's

journal, under date of April 15, we read that, —

The box is fiuisbed, and it is very exact. The nails are all

put in well.

May 28. — She has finished two small picture-frames, the

smaller of which measured five by four inches. White holly is

hard wood to work. Edith has only made one small piece, —
a two and one-half inch square, to wind yarn on. The square

has four holes, and to make these she had to use a new tool, —
the drill bit.

June 16. — Edith went for her last lesson, and finished a

spade, which was also made of white holly. The journal here

records, " Mr. Larsson says that she does very nice work."

Edith received, in all, ten lessons, during which

she made seven complete articles, all of which

were very creditable, as compared with the work

of children who can both see and hear. The most

perfect piece was a box, eight and one half inches

long by four and one-half inches wide and three

inches deep. The pieces were measured with

exactness, and smoothly sawn; the joints were

perfect, and the nails so nicely driven that no

trace of their presence, save the sunken heads,

was discernable. Edith has enjoyed this work,

and her lessons will be resumed.
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A.rticulation.

In infancy Edith bad been " a forward child."

She had learned to talk at eighteen months old.

She became an mcessant talker, and her enuncia-

tion is said to have been more than ordinarily cor-

rect for a child of her age, when at four years old,

she was stricken with that terrible illness, from

Avhich, after lingering long between life and death,

she slowly rallied, with her sight entirely oblit-

erated. Her hearing was impaired, but it was two

years later before it was utterly gone, and during

that time she continued to use, more and more

nnperfectly, her early vocabulary, until it was

wholly lost. It was thought by some that, having

once learned to talk, her speech might be easily

recalled by lessons in articulation. Some teachers

of the deaf, however, consider it more difficult to

teach such a pupil than one Avho has never learned

to articulate. It was thought desirable to make

some experiments with Edith, in this direction,

and accordingly she was sent to the Horace Mann

School for the Deaf, where she received a few

lessons.

Her first lesson, May 1, consisted of the vowels

e, a and o, the consonants m and j^9, and the combi-

nations wa-wa-wa, and ba-ba-ba. These sounds

she learned quickly, and Avith a great degree of

accuracy, the sound of h being the only difficult

one to her. At her second lesson, May 8, Tc and t
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were among the new sounds, with such combina-

tions as doodle, dicky, etc. When she returned

that afternoon, her schoohnates asked her to re-

hearse her lesson ; and among the sounds repeated

she distinctly pronounced the word Tcitty. This

was the last word she uttered when she lost her

speech, — the one word that lingered some time

after she had ceased to pronounce any other intel-

ligibly,— and it was naturally first recalled. At

her third lesson she learned o, a, f, d, and the com-

binations gd, gi, ho, wa, ha, ha, he, ha', also the

words who, far, well, hell. At the fourth lesson, o,

h, ch, s, haha and half were given. In these

lessons the little pupil was simply directed what to

do, without being told what sound would thereby

be produced. It not infrequently happened that^ in

trying to follow the directions of her teacher, she

uttered a very different sound from the one

sought; but, if it was a correct sound of any

letter, it was seized as a success. Edith was then

told what letter she had pronounced, and practised

it until she had become familiar with the means of

uttering it. How could this little girl even guess,

from directions as to the position of tongue, teeth

and lips, what letter of the alphabet her teacher

sought to have her pronounce? Yet, the mo-

ment she was told how to make the sound of s,

she asked if s was the letter required. In her

fifth lesson she learned sh, ow, n and u, and the

words come, some and how.
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Four other lessons followed before the close of

the term, and in the summer vacation she went

home, and the teaching and practice of articula-

tion was suspended. In these nine lessons she

mastered more than half the sounds of the English

language, besides learning a number of words

and names of persons, and a few sentences, as, " I

love you." "Are you well?" "Give me some

milk." Iler tones are natural, and her voice

remarkably sweet. She gets the required sounds

so easily and correctly that her success has been

achieved Avithout any real effort on her part. In-

deed, it would have been very difficult to have

obtained any satisfactory results if they had re-

quired from her the amount of effort usually

expended, for she was not interested in these

lessons, and frequently remarked, " I do not want

to talk." Her feeling in regard to it, however,

seemed to be a negative rather than a positive

one. She followed, in playful mood, the direc-

tions given, often with her attention partially

diverted by some object within her reach.

So much achieved under such unfavorable con-

ditions indicates a probability of a remarkable

success, if Edith's desire for oral language should

become aroused. Recently some indications of

this have been observed.



72

HandiworTc.

In all the handiwork which she has yet been

taught, Edith has proved herself quite efficient,

and she frequently undertakes, on her own

account, work in which she has had no instruction.

She has regular lessons in the work school, where

she is now crocheting a pair of slippers. She is

also learning bead-work. Sewing she has taken

up, voluntarily, in her play time. Her undirected

efforts indicate good judgment, and their results

are much better than those of many blind girls,

who have had considerable training. She evi-

dently likes needlework, and doubtless, under

tuition, will become skilful.

The following programme of Edith's daily occu-

pations, gathered, for the most part, from her

teacher's journal, shows what an active and a

busy life blesses this isolated child. The pro-

gramme varies somewhat, from time to time, but

not materially, and this fairly represents her daily

duties. She rises at six o'clock, and is ready for

breakfast at ten minutes of seven; then goes up

stairs and puts her room in order. After the brief

morning service at eight o'clock, the lessons for

the day begin, the first being arithmetic, in which

she is now (February, 1 890) using the type-slate.

At nine, she exercises in the gymnasium ; at ten,

practises pencil writing; at eleven, she has a read-

ing lesson ; and at twelve o'clock she goes to the
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"vvork school, where she is learning to crochet.

One o'clock is the hour for dinner, after which the

children are free to choose their recreations until

two, when Edith has a lesson in Braille writing.

At three o'clock she goes out to walk with her

teacher or some of the older girls, and at four she

is again in the work school, this time for a lesson

in bead-work, after which she has a free hour until

the tea-bell rings at six o'clock. The exercises

mentioned for these hours really occupy only fifty

minutes, the remaining ten minutes being allowed

as a recess for the pupils of all departments, that

neither work nor play may be so long continued

as to become irksome.

Edith keeps careful note of time, and is always

ready for the customary duty of the hour. Indeed,

uutil the last year, these duties were her shortest

measures of time; and, if she Avished to fix an

hour more exactly than could be indicated by its

relation to breakfast, dinner or supper, she would

say, " after reading," " after writing," '' after gym-

nastics," etc. She now knows the hours of the

day, as well as the days of the week and the

months of the year.

This little girl takes the entire care of her room.

She makes the bed, sweeps, dusts and puts it in

order, and seems to take much pleasure in arrang-

ing tlie gifts of friends. She makes the beds

for her dolls, and tucks them in with gi-eat care

and neatness, and manifests a natural aptitude
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and liking for the ordinary occupations of her

sex.

It is apparent that Edith has but httle time

which has not its allotted duty of work or play,

but, whenever such intervals do occur, she is never

at a loss for occupation or entertainment, nor

dependent upon others to assist her. She will sit

for hours together (if opportunity offers) alone in

her room, cutting and making clothes for her

dolls, of which she has a family of twelve. She

is very fond of these adopted children, and has a

name for each. Her favorite is a beautiful French

doll, which was sent to her from Philadelphia by

Professor Bell, who had visited her a few days

before. Her first question upon its arrival was,

" what shall I name it?" Her teacher suggested

that she should call it Kitty, as she had just

learned to articulate that word. After thinking a

moment, Edith said, "yes! I will name it Kitty

Bell," thus, with instinctive tact, associating the

gift with the giver. She plays with these dolls as

other children do, without having learned from

them. They are tended and dosed when they are

ill, and taken out when they are well; but her

greatest pleasure is in sewing for them. It is

interesting to observe how, with her family of

dolls, she repeats, in details partly imaginary and

partly real, the various incidents of daily life.

One day Miss B. asked to see Annie, a member

of this little family, and Edith replied that she



75

had ^one, Avith others, to the beach. Tii a- nook in

the attic Edith has found a projecting board, and

thither her children are taken whenever an excur-

sion is arranged; so, when her teacher asked if

she could not send for Annie and have her come

home, Edith left the room. Presently she re-

turned, and, after waiting a little, she said to Miss

B. that Annie was knocking at the door; then

she opened the door and brought in Annie and

the rest of the party. Their provident mother had

supplied them with a lunch. There was a sepa-

rate parcel for each, which, upon openmg, was

found to contain a (real) chocolate cream, and in

addition to this there was a bottle filled with

(imaginary) milk for the whole party. The bag

which contained this lunch is worthy of mention,

because it indicates the taste and sagacity of the

little mother. Pleased with the dainty texture,

she had made it of muslin; but, recognizing the

propriety of a heavier material for a lunch bag, she

added strength to its beauty by lining it with

stout cotton. This is but one of many illustrations

of the voluntary activity of the mind of this child,

working in utter darkness and stillness, devising

without the slightest suggestion from any one,

and executing its devices even to minutest details,

without the least help.
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CJiaracteristics.

Edith is quick of apprehension, ingenious, and

ready of resources. Visiting a branch of the

pubUc hbrary one day she was allowed to go

behind the desk, where she observed the librarian

covering books. She followed her motions for a

few moments, then took up a volume and covered

it, turning all the edges and corners as neatly and

correctly as the librarian had done. On one

occasion Miss Markham had been giving her a

lesson in numbers, first using sticks as objects,

and repeating the lesson with shells. When it

was ended, Edith arranged the shells in a circle,

telling her teacher they were girls, and were play-

ing the squirrel game. She then moved one shell

rapidly around the ring three times, touched it

against one of those which formed the ring, then

conducted the flight and pursuit with the two

shells, and played tlie game perfectly to the end.

One morning, not long after she entered the

kindergarten, as she was standing in the hall eat-

ing an apple, she accidentally dropped it, and it

rolled away. She stooped and searched for it,

but the area of the hall was too large to be

thoroughly examined by her fingers, and the

sound of its fall had not reached her brain, to

suggest in what direction she should search; so,

going to one end of the hall, she extended her-

self at full length across its width (which she thus
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nearly covered) and Ix'gan rolling' over and over,

knowing that contact with some part of lu r body

wonld soon locate the ap])le. ]S'ot long since a

gentleman gave her, as a plaything, a box contain-

ing all the parts of an old Waterbury watch,

except the mainspring. She busied herself with

them for a while, put each piece into its proper

2)lace, then showed it to the gentleman, and asked

him, by gesture, for the one piece Avhich she

di\aned was needed.

Although Edith receives a great deal of atten-

tion, she is utterly unconscious that it is given

especially to her. She enjoys meeting strangers,

and considers it a privilege to go into the hall on

public days, for the opportunity it gives her to see

so many people. 'Not a particle of vanity has yet

appeared in her character. She is neat in her

habits and in her dress, and immediately wishes

to change a garment which, by its limp or tumbled

condition, or by any other indications, suggests to

her mind an idea of untidiness. She takes pleas-

ure in pretty things either in her room or in per-

sonal attire, and she likes articles of jew'elry; but

her admiration of these things is by no means

excessive, and seems only to indicate an instinc-

tive appreciation of what is pleasing either in

dress or surroundings. She will show a pretty

new dress, a ring, a necklace, a doll or otlicr toy,

or an ornament for her room, witli apparently

equal dehght; and, although tlic pleasure they
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give is evidently genuine, it does not fill her mind.

She soon turns to some other subject,— probably

to the occupation she then has in hand.

Her favorite color is red. Shortly before her ill-

ness she had a bonnet trimmed with red pompons,

which she thought were very beautiful ; and, when

she was able to rim about again, although her

sight ivas entirely gone, she would put on that

bonnet and stand before the glass, admiring the

pretty red silk balls. If some faint impression of

that color which she had heard called red still lin-

gers in her mind, how can she identify the manual

expression of that color with the vocal expression,

which was all she knew before her sight departed?

Or is this simply a coincidence?

She likes to examine new objects, yet, when she

is abroad, she waits for permission to do so. This

privilege she often asks, if some one who can

converse with her is present; but, if she is with

those who do not understand the manual alphabet,

she will not fail to find some method of making

herself understood. If she finds a book which she

longs to open, she will lay her entertainer's hand

upon it, and draw his fingers across the edges

of the leaves. Drawers stimulate her curiosity

exceedingly, and she will place her companion's

hand upon the knob, in mute petition, but scrupu-

lously refrain from opening in the slightest degree,

until approval has been given. And, as she

enjoys being entertained, so she tries to enter-
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tain others; and when she has visitors, she de-

hglits in showing her possessions, bringing- them

one by one, and pointing out to her guests tlie

esjiecial beauty or excellence of each. Sometimes,

if she is very busy with her work, she will give

them permission to go to her bureau and look at

her treasures.

In examining an object she seeks its dimensions,

its weight and its shape, exploring every recess

into which her little fingers can penetrate; and, if

its use is not apparent to her, she is not satisfied

until she learns what purpose it serves. She

never uses the sense of smell to aid in these inves-

tigations, although hers is of ordinary keenness,

and she enjoys the fragrance of flowers, perfum-

ery, and other pleasant odors.

In comparing the height of persons her standard

is original, being the shoulder seams of their gar-

ments; and, instead of inquiiing if persons are of

equal height, she asks, "are the seams the same?"

Edith distinguishes her friends and acquaint-

ances very quickly,— usually by the touch of the

hand; but, if the acquaintance is so slight that this

does not suffice, she seeks a finger-ring or a watch

chain as a distinguishing feature. She often rec-

ognizes, after a long absence, persons whom she

has never seen but once,— sometimes even after

an interval of a year. One day Edith was out

walking with one of her schoolmates, and unex-

pectedly Miss Markham passed them. In passing
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she lightly and quickly pinched Edith's cheek, but

in no other way did she come into the slightest

contact with her. Edith was excited with sur-

prise, and hurriedly spelled her teacher's name to

her companions. They were confident that she

was mistaken, and repeatedly assured her that

it could not have been her teacher. But their

assertions had not the slightest effect upon the

little girl, who Tcnew her teacher by that slight

and totally unlooked-for touch as surely as she

could have recognized her with perfect vision.

Her perception of locality and the readiness with

which she finds the places she seeks, have previ-

ously been noticed. At South Boston her ability

in this direction has much greater tests than at

the kindergarten; for Edith has her room in one

building and her lesson in another; she goes to a

third for gymnastics, and to a fourth for handi-

craft. To all these places she can go without the

least assistance, and is occasionally sent on errands

from one building to another. She is so confident

of her ability in this direction, and so desirous to

be trusted to go alone, that her mother sometimes

allows her to go about the neighborhood, and has

sent her with a written order to the store. Edith

is very happy to be thus trusted, and justifies the

confidence placed in her.

She is very fond of fun, and is quick to see,

appreciate, and carry on a joke. One day one of

the teachers, wearing a new dress, brushed lightly
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past her, and Edith asked Miss B. who the person

was. Thinking that her apparent faihn-e to recog-

nize the lady was assumed, Miss B. replied, " Miss

Jones." ''Where did she come from?" ''From

Jonesville." Edith continued her questions, and

Miss B. replied in the same vein, until it had gone

so far and the child looked eo serious, that she

feared she was really deceiving her, and turned to

Edith's teacher, who asked her charge whom she

was talking about. Edith then, turning to Miss

Markham, and with the merriest laugh expressing a

fund of enjoyment, gave the real name of the lady.

AVhen Edith fii'st entered the kindergarten, it

was remarked tiiat, notwithstanding her fondness

for her companions, she seemed to like to tease

and annoy them. It was even then evident that

much of this proceeded purely from a love of fun,

unrestrained by the knowledge (which either sight

or hearing could have supplied) that she was

grieving or distressing her playmates; and longer

acquaintance strengthens the conviction, that this

was true to an even greater extent than was then

supposed. Edith is really sympathetic wherever

she is conscious of suffering, and the misfortune of

being maimed or crippled in any way touches her

very deeply. Descending a flight of stairs with

her teacher; she passed a man seated near the

foot, in whose appearance and attitude thei'c was

nothing to attract attention. Suddenly Edith

stopped, passed her hand down his leg, and, to
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Miss M.'s great surprise, told her the man had a

wooden leg. Some very slight contact, in passing,

must have suggested to the child a peculiarity

which she hastened to verify. She thought that

the man's head must also be of wood, and asked if

he could eat. For days the painful impression of

his misfortune seemed to linger in her thoughts,

and she frequently referred to it with much sor-

row. Another cripple, whom she had seen near

her home, ejvcited a deep interest in this little

girl's mind. She talked much about him, inquired

the cause of his misfortune, and, although she did

not say she was sorry lor him, her look and man-

ner, and the serious anxiety of her questioning,

expressed her compassion more eloquently than

words could have done.

The acuteness of her perceptions is very marked.

Although, through severe and repeated tests of

specialists, it has been proved that the auditory

nerves are dead, yd she is often aware of sounds

which are usually recognized only through the

sense of hearing. She not infrequently notices

the ringing of a bell. She listens very attentively

to music with her hand resting upon the back of

her seat, and the vibrations of the floor affecting

her feet are also an assistance to her. After the

brief morning service, when the girl's march out

of the hall to the music of the piano, Edith leads

the procession, keeping step with the music, and,

with a slight corresponding movement of the
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hand, clcarl}'^ indicating a perfect consciousness of

the rhythm, and pleasure in it. Indeed, she often

expresses a like or dislike for the music to which

she listens, and it is evident that she has a gen-

uine interest in it. A few days after she came to

South Boston, her teacher took her into a room

with which she had not then become acquainted.

The floor was covered with a woollen carpet,

Edith's seat was removed from the wall, and, with

her feet resting upon a hassock, she sat, with her

Braille tablet in her lap, busily writing, when

one of the older pupils entered, seated herself at

the piano, and began playing. Edith did not

notice her entrance, nor did she know that there

was a piano in the room, but she soon looked up

from her writing, in surprise, and said (in finger

speech), "lady is playing piano here in the

room. Where is it?" at the same time extendins:

her hand in search of the piano. Her teacher

asked her if she could hear it, and she replied,

"yes!" pointing to her cheek, which she turned,

in a listening attitude, toward the instrument.

Until recently Edith has seemed unconscious of

her blindness, and, although it was freely spoken

of in her presence, w^hile her hearing still re-

mained, she has, from the beginning, insisted that

she could see. Before she was able to leave her

bed, her mother bent down and asked her child

if she could see her. Edith stretched out her

little hands, and, passing them over her mother's
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head, answered, in the happy tones of childhood,

"course I can see you!" And a little later, when

she began to run about the house, and the chil-

dren remarked that she was blind, she indignantly

denied it, insisted that she could see everything,

and appealed to her mother, saying. " I aint blind,

is I, mamma?" She would put on some favorite

article of dress, which she had worn before she

lost her sight, go to the mirror, and turning from

side to side, survey herself with childish delight.

Thenceforward she continued this apparent use of

the eyes with seemingly the same degree of satis-

faction as if physical vision remained. If she had

a new hair ribbon, she would go to the glass

to try it on, and would even hold a hand glass,

looking into it all the while her hair was being

combed. Her former teacher said, " she is con-

stantly using her ej'es to find a word she wants

in a book, or to find anything that she has lost."

Miss Markham also says she is " always using her

eyes." If this be imitation, it is an unconscious

and a very perfect one. To Edith there is some

mental vision accompanying it, which is real and

gratifying. The following instance could hardly

have been an imitation of anything she had

observed. In a leisure hour she asked for pencil,

paper and envelope, and, without the guide

afforded by a grooved tablet, she sat down and

wrote a letter to her mother, folded and enclosed

it properly, and addressed it, " Mother, Maple-
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wood, Mass.," then aslvcd her teacher if she might

mail it herself. This was something which she

had never done; but Miss Markham consented,

and, while the little girl was putting on her hat,

she added the street and number to the letter,

which Edith then took to the letter-box of the

institution, on Broadway. Tt was interesting to

watch the child as she picked her way — and a

devious way it was — through the girls' yard,

across that of the boys, and along the west wing

of the main building, where the garden hose, from

a reel above her head, sloped right across her path.

She paused an instant to note the obstacle, then

stooped and pas'sed under it on her way to the

front of the building, where, turning to the right

for a short distance, she soon reached the steps at

her left. She descended these, crossed the drive-

way, then sought (and speedily found) one of the

columus of the porte cochere as a guide to the long

flight of stone steps leading to the sidewalk. This

she crossed almost in a direct line with the letter-

box. She had no difficulty in finding the opening,

and, raising the letter in her left hand to the

position required for easy reading where the vision

is noi'mal, she looked at it for a few seconds, then

dropped it into the box. This was done in the

easy and natural manner of one who was accus-

tomed to mail letters, and habitually verified the

addresses before letting them go beyond leach.

Perhaps she did mentally review the address.



86

But, while retaining her sense of independence,

she has been observing those around her, and has

now come to realize that there are different ways

of seeing. The first indication of this appeared

last June, when, upon receiving from home some

new articles of clothing, she said to her teacher,

"let Eunice see my new hat with Tier fingers^

When asked if Eunice could not see it with her

eyes, she answered, "no!" She was questioned

in regard to several of those about her, and the

correctness of her answers showed that she had

noted carefully those who saw with their eyes and

those who used their fingers, and when, at last,

she was asked if she could see with her eyes, she

replied, "no!" with a tinge of sadness in her

manner. Several times during the day she again

referred to it. At another time, while riding in an

open horse-car, she turned her face as if looking

at what was passing, then said to her teacher,

"can I see?" "Can you?" replied Miss Mark-

ham. " I will try," answered Edith, and she

turned her face again toward the street. After

looking very earnestly for a few minutes, she

abandoned the attempt, saying gravely, "no! I

cannot see! " During the vacation, while she w^as

with her teacher, a trip to Springfield was pro-

posed, and Edith was asked if she would like to

go. She inquired what they w^ere going for, and,

w^ien she learned that they were to visit the

arsenal and other places of interest, she said, "no!
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I can not see Springfield with my ej'cs, and T do

not want to go." This, however, is the only

occasion on which the conscionsness of her blind-

ness has seemed to affect, in the slightest degree,

her desire to go, or do as others do; and, although

she has thought seriously about it, it has not

grieved her, or made her spirits less cheerful and

buoyant. She has inquired the cause of her

blindness, and has been told of the sickness which

produced it; but, before telling her of it, her

teacher tried in various ways to draw from her at

least some faint remembrance of anything con-

nected with it. Her efforts were fruitless. The

nature of the child's questions and the manner of

asking showed that the period of her illness is

now a blank to her, and what she has been told

seems to revive no memories. She continues the

habit of trying to use her eyes, and, whenever her

fingers, in reading, touch a word which they do

not clearly make out, she removes them, and seeks

to make the eyes perform their natural duty.

Of those few early years before she lost her

sight there seem but slight traces remaining in her

memory. For a little while after her recovery she

occasionally alluded to things which had occurred

in " otlu'r days," but for several years she has only'

once given an intimation that she remembered

anything concerning that period. The single in-

cident which she recalled was that once, when she

was "a very, very little girl," as she was going to
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church with her father, she saw a snake beside a

wall.

Edith's ambition to be at least equal to those

with whom she lives and learns is a very impor-

tant trait of her character, and to it she owes much

of her success. She observes what others do, and

how they accomplish it; she learns Avhere they go,

and whether they go unattended. It is apparent

that she compares herself with them, and is not

satisfied to be esteemed less capable than they.

She frequently says, "I want to be like other

girls," " I want to do as other girls do." It is this

which makes her anxious to attend church, and

willing to bear the restraint of maintaining perfect

decorum, while neither through eye, eai*, nor the

sense of touch is the mind receiving pleasure, in-

spiration or instruction. She can only sit and

loait. This, too, accounts for her desire to go

alone to visit her playmates or to do errands.

She knows that other children are thus trusted.

vShe thinks that she is " big " enough, and she

wants to feel that equal confidence is placed in

her. Whenever she has been tried, she has been

found equal to the occasion. An instance of her

sagacity is related by her mother, whom Edith,

after much coaxing, had persuaded to let her go

alone upon an errand at some distance, upon a

road which was but little known to her, and

which, for a part of the way, gave but few land-

marks for the sense of touch. As had been ex-
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•pcctetl, Edith became perplexed when she reached

the difficult spot; but, instead of groping about

until she became more bewildered, she retraced

her steps to a point with which she was familiar,

then turned and started afresh, and this time

found the path without difficulty. Such successes

are of great imjDortance to any blind child, and

only the possibility of dangers, which even her

acute perceptions could not recognize in season to

avoid, prevents Edith from being allowed greater

freedom in going out unattended.

Perhaps the most remarkable thing about this

little girl is that she is so well balanced, and that

her limitations have so slightly hindered the nor-

mal development of her nature. When bereft of

sight and hearing, she was not confined in a

corner lest she should meet with accidents, nor

hampered by that tender watchfulness which so

often deprives blind children of all freedom of

locomotion. On the contrary, she was treated like

her brothers and sisters, and shared with them in

work and pla3\ Her blindness seems to have been

but a slight obstacle to this, and even her deafness

did not prevent it; but it did so far isolate her,

that, Avhen she could no longer tell her childish

thoughts and make all her wishes understood, her

active brain, unable to yield to idleness and inertia,

impelled her to find ways of doing for herself,

and to seek within her own mind the solution of

the many puzzling questions which perplex little
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children. Becoming thus habituated to silence,

and to bringing her experiences before an inward

tribunal, she grew unresponsive to external in-

fluences. The lessons she received, instead of

being immediately reproduced in pleasant form to

gratify and encourage her teachers,^ were quietly

taken before that m3^sterious inner court, while the

teacher, doubting yet hoping, was left outside to

aw^ait the uncertain revelation of its judgments.

This difficulty diminishes as Edith grows more

communicative. Nevertheless, the habit of self-

reliance remains. The inner court is still in

session; but its judge and jury are growing in

wisdom, and Edith is becoming docile and obedi-

ent, more from loyalty to an inward sense of duty

and propriety than from enforced submission, or

even from love of her teacher, although this has an

influence more and more marked as time goes on.

Preserving thus a distinctive individuality, this

little girl becomes an object of wonderful interest

as a psychological study. Much credit is due her

present teacher, who has wisely refrained from

the slightest attempt to dominate the mind of

her pupil, but, following the indications given

by mother nature, has won the affection of her

charge, and is gently and unobtrusively seeking

to promote the healthy, normal growth of this

unfortunate child.
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Hell
(J
ious Instru ction

.

At the time of her ilhiess, Edith, then only four

years old, was in the habit of attending the

Sunday-school of the Congregational church. On
the last Sunday before she was taken sick she

started from home with her father; but he was

detained, and the little child went on alone, and,

arriving before the sermon was finished, entered

the church, went directly to her seat, and remained

to the school session afterward. The lesson was

upon the last days of Jesus, and seems to have

made an impression upon Edith's mind; for when

after an ilhiess of nearly two months, she recov-

ered her speech, she began almost immediately to

talk about it, and among other questions she asked,

"did Peter take the cup away from Jesus?" In

those early days of convalescence, with the cards

which had been given her at Sabbath-school scat-

tered about on her bed, she would lie singing the

hymns and songs which she had learned, and

" playing Sunday-school." After her recovery

she did not again attend either church or Sabbath-

school for about six years. During two-thirds of

this period, that is, from the time she became

totally deaf until she Avas able to use the manual

alphabet, she was shut out from all conversation

with her fellow-beings, and all remembrance o

the church and its services seems to have been

obliterated.
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Of distinctively religious teaching, Edith as yet

knows nothing. The aim has been to allow her

mind to develop naturally, giving it such moral

guidance as will incline it toward truth and good-

ness, and to await its seeking for spiritual food.

In one of her walks with her former teacher,

they passed a church which was open and empty,

and Edith was allowed to enter. She was shown

the pulpit and pews, obtained some idea of the

ground plan of the building, and was told briefly

(for her vocabulary was then very small) what

churches are used for. From that time she was

extremely anxious to go to church. Permission

was delaj ed, lest the long restraint through a ser-

vice which she could not understand would be so

tiresome, that it would beget a dislike of church-

going, difficult to remove. Her wish to go was so

great, however, that she promised to keep very

still, and consent was given. Edith was as good

as her word, and was allowed to go again. She

now attends regularly with her teacher, and it is

evident that she considers it a privilege. She con-

ducts herself w^ith perfect propriety, sitting quietly

through the sermon, and standing when the audi-

ence rises at hymn or prayer. She is on the alert

to catch every movement, and generally wishes

to do in all things as others do, especially if her

reason or innate sense of propriety sanctions their

usage. Otherwise she sometimes objects, for hers

is not a meaningless imitation. Observing that her
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teacher covered her eyes during prayer, she paid,

"I do not want to put my hand to my eyes, be-

cause I do not understand " [meaning, why I should

do it]. Miss M. assured her that she was not

required to do so.

A little friend of Edith takes her to Sunday-

school, where she sits contentedly in a class with

others of her own age, having pleasure in the

sense of companionship, although she has no share in

the lesson. The sum of her knowledge in regard

to church-going is that the preaching of the minis-

ter and the teaching in the Sunday-school is to

make people good, and her wish to attend seems

to proceed entirely from her desire " to do as other

girls do."

But, although a knowledge of spiritual things

has not been forced upon the attention of this

child, and still less has any doctrinal teaching

been given her, 3'et some of her questions aud

remarks, and the mental attitude which they re-

vealed, have indicated that the time had now

arrived when it was not only proper, but even

necessary, to give her some suggestions of a life

other than that of the physical body.

The name of God was first given her in reply

to one of her questions. She had been asking of

what materials her clothing and other articles were

made, and, when her inquiries extended to "little

babies,'- her teacher told her that "God made

them." This suggested to her mind her own
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work in clay, and she asked, " how does he make

them?" then, makmg the motions of moukling a

clay image, she asked if he made them so. She

did not ask who or what God is, but simply

accepted his existence.

In the summer of 1889, while visiting- at the

home of her former teacher. Miss Fletcher, a little

kitten died. Edith knew of its death, and of its

being buried in the ground. It is probable that

she thus learned the word " dead; " yet the knowl-

edge does not seem to have made a painful

impression, for, later in the summer, while she was

at home, she was one day playing with a tiny

toad, which finally, from much handling, became

so limp and apparently lifeless that she took it

to her mother, told her it was dead, and asked her

to get another for her to play with. At this time

her mother says that Edith appeared to associate

the word dead with being j^ut into a hole in the

ground; but she did not think that her little girl

had ever thought of it in connection with human

beings. Edith asked no questions on the subject,

nor did she again refer to it in any way for several

months. When, in the Christmas holidaj's, she

was again at home, without any apparent reason

she began to seem unhajDpy. She asked her

mother if her brothers and sisters would die and

be put into the ground, and repeatedly said that

she did 7iot want to die and he j^^^t into the ground.
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and have the snalces'^ eat her. Her mother tried to

relieve her fears by telling her that when she died

her heart would stop beating, and then she would

not feel anything; but this did not satisfy her.

She said she Avould " ask the man to take the

snakes out, first." Her mind kept reverting to

this idea of death and burial, and the body be-

coming food for worms, and after her return to

school Miss Markham found this thought was

haunting her so j^ersistently that she must give

her some pleasant conception of death, instead of

seeking to banish it from her mind altogether.

Taking the idea so beautifully expressed by Long-

fellow in " The Keaper and the Flowers," she told

Edith that we are. the flowers of God, and that,

as we gather the flowers of the garden, so God
sends his reaper to gather flowers for him, and

that when we are plucked by death we go to

heaven. Edith read the lesson from her teacher's

fingers with the closest attention, and when she

reached the word heaven, she pointed upward,

seeming instinctively to locate it above us. She

appeared to comprehend the analogy at once and

without difficulty. The explanation comforted her,

and she regained her wonted happiness. She did

not again refer to the " ground " or the " snakes."

* Edith has examined both snakes and worms, and knows the difference

between tbem, but sbe prefers to class both under the name snake, and there-

fore used the word liere, althoujib sbe douljtlcss had in mind the common earth-

worm wliicb sbe has fuund in flower l)eds.
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She asked no further questions at the time, but

she pondered the matter, and it has been a fre-

quently recurring subject of thought and inquiry

since then.

In this, as in other things, Edith seems inclined

to work out her own problems, rather than to seek

ready-made answers from others. Her occasional

questions reveal her line of thought, as when she

one day asked if there was a ladder up to heaven.

She has practical knowledge of a ladder, and is

quite fearless in mounting as high as it will

carry her.

When Edith entered the school at South Boston,

she seemed delighted to meet there the girls whom
she had known at the kindergarten, and whose pro-

motion had preceded hers. She remembered and

inquired for each one. Soon she missed Lillie,

and asked where she was. 'Now, Lillie had died

about a month previously, and the vacancy thus

caused, together with the absence of another pupil,

had made it possible to receive Edith and her

teacher into the girls' department; and, although

no suggestion of this had been given to the child,

yet, when she w^as told that Lillie was dead, she

looked very thoughtful for a time, then said to her

teacher, "that made room for us." This seems to

have been her first knowledge of death touching

any person whom she had known. Afterward she

missed Lizzie, to whom she had become much

attached while they were schoolmates at the kin-
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(Icrgartcn, and when she learned that she, too, Avas

dead, her sympathy went out, at onee, to the

bereaved parent, and she said, " poor Lizzie's

mother!" A little later news came of the death of

a relative of her teacher,— a lady whom Edith had

known; and this made her very serious, especially

when she afterward visited the place where she

had met her, and missed her presence. This

knowledge of the death of those whom she had

known and loved made her grave and thoughtful,

but it left no trace of gloom or unhappiness.

Recently Edith was reading of the affection of a

lion for a spaniel, which had been put into his

cage; and how, after the death of the dog, the lion

would not allow his body to be removed, but con-

tinued to grieve for the loss of his companion,

until one morning he was found dead, with his

head resting on the body of his friend. When she

had finished reading the story, Edith asked if they

would go to heaven. Her teacher replied that she

did not know. Then she reflected that she had

diverted the thoughts of her pupil from the burial

of the bod}' by telling her that when we die God
takes us to heaven; but this story might recall

the burial of the kitten of which Edith had actual

knowledge, and the time must soon come when

she would learn that the human body is also laid

in the ground at death. Evidently the time was

approaching when she must tell her something

more; but was Edith ready to apprehend the dis-
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tinction between soul and body? Miss Markham
felt her way with some doubt. She told her little

pupil that her body was the house she lived in;

that when she died, her body would be put into the

ground, but that slie— the soul— would go to

heaven. Edith seemed to be in deep thought for

a few seconds. Presently she said, " then I will

have a new body." A moment later she asked,

"can I take my playthings with me?" When told

that she could not do so, she replied, " when I die

I will give all my things to the girls." She appar-

ently thought that when the body was laid aside,

the leaving of her possessions naturally followed,

and that with the new body she would have new

possessions, for she soon added, " I will have new

things." Two days afterward she was reading of

the birds singing in the branches of the trees, and

she asked if her teacher could see them, and then

said, "can I see them with my fingers?" Her

teacher replied that the trees were too high.

"Can I see birds on the trees in heaven? Can I

see in heaven?" eagerly asked the little girl.

Then after a little reflection, she remarked, " people

will be very happy there— very good and kind!

My fatlrer and mother and children will be there,

and you will be there. We will be glad to go to

heaven. All people will be there." "Do you

want to go?" asked her teacher. "Yes!" replied

Edith; "I will not be cold in heaven."

She now frequently speaks of dying, and of
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what she would like to have done with her play-

things and her clothing,— alwa^'s happily, and

always, when asked, saying that she would like to

die. Apparently she is able to think of the real

ego apart from the house in which it lives. It no

longer disturbs her to think that her body will be

laid in the ground when she dies, for she antici-

pates "a new body" and "new things" in the

heaven, to which she looks forward with the joyous

and perfect faith of innocent childhood.

Blind Deaf-mutes in Sweden.

A home school for the education of blind deaf-

mutes Avas opened in 1886, in Skara, Sweden, by

Madame Elizabeth Nordin. The following account

of her five pupils is translated from a report of

her work published in December, 1888:—

Deckmbeu, 1887.

—

Emelie Jonsson, from Drottaingholm,

was born in 1871. Slie lost her sight and hearing from scarlet-

fever at two or three years of age ; she has never spoken, and

is totally blind, deaf and dumb. She has been a pai)il at the

home school for the blind deaf-mutes in Skara for one year.

Previous to this she had had private lessons in Skara for four

years. She manifests great interest and ability for all kinds

of handiwork, has learned to knit, crochet, tie nets, and to per-

form some kindergarten work with blocks, paper, etc. She has

a hard, selfish disposition, and a quick temper, and, at times,

she seems insane. So much depends upon her disposition, that

she has not made much intellectual progress, for only when she

is so inclined will she try to learn. She has been taught a few

words with the manual alphabet and by raised letters, has
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learned numbers as far as twenty, and can make her own

bed and assist in setting the table. It is very difficult to

take care of her. She suffers from sleeplessness, and has some

chronic stomach trouble, and during its attacks she is almost

unmanageable.

Dec. 18, 1888. — During the year she has improved in tem-

per as well as in health, .yet her behavior is not what it should

be. She still has to be fed ; otherwise she would eat too fast,

and bring on an attack of her old malady and consequent ill-

temper. As she improves, she shows more interest in intel-

lectual instruction. She has this year learned about seventy

words, mostly nouns, and some common verbs, such as stand,

ivalk, sit, lie, run, jump, crochet, knit, sew, shut, open, etc. ;

and uses her words in simple sentences, such as, ^'- Eraelie

wcdks," ^^ John stands," '•'•the doll lies," '•'• Emelie sits in the

chair." She has learned to write several words, can count to

thirty, and has lately begun to read. Manual occupations

interest her very much, and she has made the following articles

during the year : in crocheting, two blankets and one neck-

tie ; sewing, one doll's dress, two pieces of tapestry, etc.

December, 1887.— Kristina Nixslund, from Nasaker, born

in 1871, lost her sight, and partly her hearing, at three and

a half years old, from scarlet-fever. She has been a pupil

for one year. When she entered, she could hear a little and

could articulate, but she knew only a few words, and she

spoke in a low tone and indistinctly. She had learned at

home a few prayers and psalms, but mechanically, for she

understood but little of what she read. Through medical

treatment, given by Dr. Kjellman, her hearing has improved,

so that, by speaking close to the ear, through an ear trumpet,

she understands common conversation. Her speech has im-

proved, so that she can talk in an ordinary tone about every-

day matters. She cannot catch the sound of consonants, and
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some of thorn she is unable to pi-onouuco. This has prevented

her from learning to read. At home she assisted in scrubbing,

washing dishes and the like, and her fingers have become stiff

and hard. This has made intellectual and practical training

dillicult. She had never learned any handicraft. Siie first

learned to knit with lead pencils instead of needles. After

nine months' teaching, she had progressed, so that she ^ould

knit stockings with woollen yarn, without assistance. She

has learned to sew, net hammocks, twist cord, etc. She has

a good and equable disposition, is diligent and anxious to

learn. She helps in making beds, understands setting the

table, and assists the more helpless pupils in dressing and

undressing. She spells every word which she reads from the

manual alphabet, so as to acquire better pronunciation. She

has begun to teach her schoolmate^ to indicate objects by

signs with the fingers, and to make them answer her with

signs. This teaching has not yet been of much benefit ; but,

as her schoolmates improve, I look forward with pleasure to

the advantages which may be derived from this teaching,

especially as it is her own idea, and an entirely voluntary

effort. When conversing with people who use oral language,

she always articulates, and my fears that the manual alphabet

would lessen her desire to talk have been needless. Although

her defective hearing has made it very difficult to teach her, I

have strongly advocated that all instruction should be given

her orally.

Dec. 18, 1888. — Kristina Naslund has, during the year,

learned to read fluently both the Braille and the Moon s\'stems ;

she has read Nos. 1, 2 and 3, of a reading book for the I)lind ;

has verbally gone through " Biblical History for Beginners,"

by Steinmetz ; has learned by heart the "Small Catechism,"

and read the first eight chapters of the gospel of St. Maltliew,

Moon's system. Her speech, which has somewhat improved,

is still very imperfect, and she is not yet prepared for lessons
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in grammar. Her sense of hearing is not sufficiently acute

to enable her to regulate her own pronunciation. Her read-

ing hitherto has been somewhat mechanical, that her imper-

fect pronunciation might be corrected as much as possible.

Now we are endeavoring to make her understand what she

reads. She is very diligent, and takes • great interest in

her ip'ork, and therefore she has made remarkable prog-

ress. She can add and subtract numbers between one and

twenty, and she knows the value of figures much larger than

these.

Dp:cember, 1887. — Jolicm Nilsson, from Anderslof, Skane,

was born in 1879, and became blind and deaf, at two years

old, from brain fever and cataract. He has been a pupil at

the home since last May. When he entered he could only

wind balls of yarn, but he showed at once a desire and

interest to learn. He was first taught to thread large beads

with a darning-needle and small ones with a fine needle. He

has now learned to knit cord, to weave paper, to crochet,

has begun to tie hammocks and to knit. He is remarkably

kind, amiable and talented. Before he entered the school

he was totally blind, deaf and dumb. On the first day of

October an operation was performed on his right eye, for

cataract, by Professor Hansen of Copenhagen. On account of

a chronic disease at the back of the eye, he will not be able

to see much. He does not wear glasses, so it cannot be

ascertained how much he will see. Since his return from

Copenhagen he has had daily instruction in reading of point

writing, in the manual alphabet and in handicraft. He can

already distinguish with tolerable accuracy the following

words : clock, ice, foot, hat, scissors, food, mouth. If one

places objects corresponding to these words upon a table,

and indicates any one of these words witli the manual alpha-

bet, he will instantly point at the article mentioned. He

knows numbers as far as five. He understands certain orders
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given by signs. For example, he went one day with the

matron to the doctor to have a tooth extracted. A few days

after lie hud another loose tooth, and after tlie lessons I made

signs to him, " change your pants, put on your rubbers, and

your mittens, go— take out tooth," whereupon he hastened to

obey my orders concerning his clothing. The matron went

with him to the doctor. AYhen he saw the doctor, he knew

liiiii, led him to a chair, sat down, and showed him what the

matter was.

Dec. 18, 1888. — In the beginning of the year he began to

learn the names of persons around him, also the names of the

parts of the human body, of articles of clothing, of objects in

the school, the bedrooms, etc. He also learned to execute

some easy commands, as, ''shut the door" ''•open the door"

which he eagerly obeyed. At Easter he had learned ninety-six

words and some sentences, as, '•'• John is sitting in the chair;"

''John is on the sofa;" ''-Aiint Anne stands on the floor;"

" the book is in the drawer." After Easter he began to learn

compound words, as " rocMng-chair" " door-lock" etc. At

the end of the spring term he knew one hundred and 'thirty-five

words, the value of figures to ten, and he could write all the

letters and his own name. When Johan began to receive

lessons in writing. Miss Dahlander gave him instruction for

two hours per day for three weeks before he tried to form a

single letter ; but one day, when Miss Dahlander was almost

in despair, she spelled . with her fingers, '' Johan " took his

hand and wrote the same word, indicating each letter ; and, in

the same way, the words, ''Aunt Anne." Hitherto he had

been unable to learn to write, because, not catching the idea,

he had taken no interest in learning. Now he comprehended

it in a moment, and soon learned to write everything. At the

beginning of the autumn term he could write, and express

through the manual alphabet about three hundred words.

Since that time INIadame Nordin has taught him, using " Ilag-

strum's Class-book for the Deaf and Dumb," first part (except
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what was unsuitable, on account of his double infirmity), and

the grammatical forms of words in many of the first read-

ing lessons have been explained. He communicates almost

entirely by the manual alphabet, as he has not been taught

the language of gestures. Hg understands and uses long sen-

tences, such as, ^^ put the books in the drawer;" '•^ give me

the book and the pen;" ''''may J. drink water?" '-' John has a

new coat and new pants;" " Aunt Anne is sitting in the chair,

and speaks in the speaking-trumpet ; " " John is nice; " " John

has new clothes;" ''John is sitting on the knees ofAunt Elisa;"

" JoJin's coat is on the hook" And he can answer the ques-

tions, ''what does do?" " What is the name of ?"

"Whose?" " AVhat and who is standing and sitting?"

"Where?" etc. He has just begun to learn the names of

the days ; but he already knew the days, and expressed this

knowledge every morning by spelling the word which was,

for him, the characteristic of the day ; for instance, Thursday

morning, "j^eas and pancake;" Friday, ^^ bathe;" Saturday,

''fish and j)otatoes;" Sunday, ''new clothes" etc. Now the

new words which he learns (excepting those used in his books)

are only those which he himself demands ; and since spring

he has asked the names of all objects, and of everybody whom

he meets, so that we have often restrained his questioning, as

we feared his memory would be overtaxed. Neither short or

long words were difficult for him, and he learned " Landshofd-

ing Sjocrona" as quickly as any other words. He generally

remembers a word which has been twice spelled for him. The

usual fault of the deaf-mutes— misplacing the letters— seems

as yet quite unknown to him. He has an extraordinary mem-

ory, and is very intelligent. Johan works methodically,— it

is his characteristic,— but he does not work fast. Being

much younger than the other pupils, he grows weary from

sitting quietly at work as long as they do, and he is allowed

to stop work occasionally, and sit beside Miss Dahlander,

playing with her or the doll, or with wooden blocks, etc., or
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spending the recess in swinging or in gymnastics. He is an

unusually thougbtful child. It is very interesting that we can

always read his thoughts, for, unconsciously, I suppose, he

expresses theiu through the maiuud alphabet. For instance,

one day, a short time after tlie governor had paid a visit to

the school, and the boy had learned the word "governor," he

spelled, while at work by himself, ''the governor aicay."

Once he felt a torn stocking belonging to Miss Dahlander,

and he spelled " Jiole" and, as he was then about to begin a

pair of new stockings, he spelled " ^u?^f Anne" (i. e.. Miss

Dahlander), and was afterwards very anxious to try if the

stockings were big enough for her. When he tried them, he

found them too small for Miss D., and he unravelled them

himself, and knit them larger, measuring the size with his

hands, and asking how big we thought they ought to be. One

morning he went to Miss Dahlander, saying, ^'^ John takes his

hat and coat, goes to the ivagoii, travels to Aunt Dahlander,

Goteborg."

December, 1887.— Enmia Kristina Forsman, from Sanmda,

province of Stockholm, was born in 1871. Her parents are

vagrants, and their abode is unknown. Before coming here

the girl had been four years in the Sarunda poor-house. The

mother had previously had the care of the child, but had ill-

treated her, and, while she was very small, had put her on

the fire. As a result, she had terrible scars. It is said

that she could see, hear and talk until she was five years

old, but she can now do neither. When she came she was

exceedingly stupid, almost on a level with animals. Has

the girl ever seen, heard and spoken? and what can be the

cause of her infirmities ? Cruelty and neglect, I have been

told. • Could her scars have been so deep tliat the spine was

affected, and loss of sight and Iiearing was the result?—
for her eyes and ears are normally formed. AVhen she first

entered she was bashful, and, if one tried to pet her, she
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would crouch, frightened, and try to hide herself, especially

her head. She was extremely filthy. She spent her time

either in sitting upon her hands, or scratching the paint

from the furniture and eating it, chewing her clothes, and

other bad habits. After being treated kindly here for five

months, she had improved in no other way than that her

timidity had disappeared. I now thought it time to dis-

cipline her, and break her of her bad habits. The latter

part of February she received, for filthiness, her first pun-

ishment. The result is that the girl is thoroughly clean and

neat. We still tried, in spite of her unwillingness, to make

her work, by kindness, but in vain. I had seen the good

result of her first punishment, and decided to try it again,

to make her more willing to work. She had been daily

employed, before and after Christmas, in moving glass balls

with her right hand, from one box to another; and, when

her arm was held, she would do it, but, if one let go of her

arm, she would stop and sit down upon her hands, and all

efforts to make her continue were fruitless. I questioned

whether it was lack of intelligence in the girl which made

our efforts of no avail ; but I suspected that it was lack of

will, and I began with a new kind of work. I gave her a

darning-needle (threaded) in one hand and a big bead in

the other, and tried to make her understand that she should

put the needle through the bead ; but she threw away both

bead and needle, and sat down on both hands. I repeated

the same thing over and over. My suspicion that she dis-

liked all kinds of work became confirmed. I gave her the

needle again in one hand, and held her hand with mine, so

that she could not drop the needle of her own will, and

gave her the bead in her other hand, trying to show her

what to do. To my surprise and joy (for I wanted to find

out whether she was lacking in will or in intelligence), she

dropped the bead, took the needle from the hand which I
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held, and threw it on the table. I was now convinced that

she understood, but did not want to do what I coniinanded,

and for that reason J i)iiiiished her. I iiiiniediately tried

again with the needle and bead. As soon as I gave lier to

understand that I should punish her again if slie did not

obey, and handed her the bead and the needle, she obeyed.

When I petted her, to assure her that she had done as I

wished, she hugged me, and was not frightened on account

of the punishment. She has since continued to improve,

though very slowly. She can now, without assistance, move

marbles and blocks, string beads, wind yarn, undress herself,

walk about the room, sit down in a chair, etc. I believe

that she is far from being such an idiot as she at first

appeared, but that she became stupid through isolation and

neglect.

Dec. 18, 1888. — During this j'ear she has undergone a

remarkable change, and her intellect has become awakened.

Her whole appearance and conduct are now more conscious

and full of life. In the beginning she was feeble, and indif-

ferent to everything. She gradually became disobedient, and

now she seems interested in learning, although her knowl-

edge is of the most primitive kind. Last summer, if she

were going to tie her own shoes, she required two hours for

doing it ; now she can do it in half an hour. She has also

learned to wind and to hold yarn, move the figures on the

geometrical table, string beads, build with blocks, walk with-

out help, bow, climb up and down on chairs and tables,

undress, fold and hang up her clothes, put away her work,

etc. AVe are now trying to teach her some words by the

manual alphabet, and to count, but thus far without success.

But, as we had to repeat all of the first words many thousand

times for Johan, who is so keen and so intelligent, we can

not expect very much of Ennna at first.
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December, 1SS7. — Ilulda Jonsson Mo^ from Mogata,

province of Jonkoping, born in 1875, blind, deaf and dumb

from birth, had been in the Eugenia Home about three years.

About a year and a half before slie entered I made a

visit to the Eugenia Home, and saw the girl for the

first time, sitting in bed, half dressed. They had never

dressed her, or tried to make her walk, because they

claimed that she had an affection of the brain, which

made it impossible for her to walk. At my next visit,

six months later, she was dressed, and had begun to walk

with a chair. She is unusually short and stout, with very

small hands and feet. When she first entered she walked

with difficulty when supported under both arms, but now

she walks quite firmly when led by one hand, and can stand

alone when she has sometliing in Iier hand, but is afraid to

stand without support. She is very peculiar, and, on account

of the disagreeable sounds she utters, her presence is very

tiresome. She is seldom quiet. She appears insane rather,

than idiotic, is very excitable and passionate, and sometimes

becomes furious for the slightest cause. Then the veins

swell and her face becomes very red, and she seems entirely

destitute of reason. On these occasions she is given a blow

on her arm (never upon her head), and a glass of water to

drink. She then becomes more quiet, and begins to cry.

The causes for these outbursts are such as being left alone,

smelling food before she can eat it, or the taking away of

some plaything ; but they do not come often. She suffers

periodically from fits, but tliey have decreased in violence

and in frequency since she left the Eugenia Home, where

they lasted for several days. Here they pass away in half

an hour ; she falls asleep, and recovers the same day. The

girl has been employed moving marbles and blocks, but

some one has to assist her ; and, while she is so disobedient,

there is little hope that she will be capable of receiving
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iiKstniction. She is less developed than any of the other

piipils. Slic is much neater than when she eauic here. She

has given many indications of intelligence. If, for example,

she tlirows awa}' a plaything, she moves her chair and stoops

to find what she has lost. She has so far improved that

she will sit in a chair, move it around, and lately she has

begun to walk, supporting herself by the walls or furniture,

and taking hold of persons within her reach.

Dec. 18, 1888.— Ilulda Jonsson Mo left the "Home" the

8th day of July last. She had, it is true, during the time she

had been here, seemingly acquired physical development, bad

learned to walk better and to be perfectly neat. It was

impossible to teach her even to move marbles from one box

to another. Moreover, she was very troublesome, and, as

this home is an institution to prove the possibility of impart-

ing knowledge to those who cannot hear, see or speak, she

was discharged because it w^as impossible to give her any

instruction at all. If she had been kept here, it would have

taken too much time from the rest of the pupils. She returned

to the Eugenia Home, where she l)ad previously lived.

The Bhain of Laura Bridgmax.

The " American Journal of Psychology," for

September, 1890, contains a paper entitled, "Ana-

tomical observations on the brain and several

sense-organs of the blind deaf-mute, Laura Dewey

Bridgman, by Henry H. Donaldson, Ph.D." In

the following abstract, which the author of the

essay has kindly prepared for this report, the

results of these observations (so far as they

have been published) are briefl}' summarized: —
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The examination of Laura Bridgman's bi-ain

was undertaken to discover what anomalies it

might possess, and, if any were found, to deter-

mine whether her peculiar mental existence, which

was the result of her defective sense-organs, had

left any trace on her brain, or whether the anoma-

lies observed were sufficiently explained, when

considered as the result of the initial defect alone.

The brain was estimated to weigh, without the

2na mater, 1,204 grms. The pia tnater had an

estimated weight of 31.4 grms. The sum of these,

1,235.4 grms., does not differ materially from the

best averages, which give a weight of about 1,245

grms. for the normal female brain, with pia mater.

The relation of the Aveight of the cerebellum to

the rest of the encephalon was in accoi'dance

with what is usually found. As Laura was, to

all intents and purposes, a normal child up to the

time of her important illness,— at the age of two

years,— and as the brain at that age differs out-

wardly from the brain of an adult in being merely

smaller, and having simpler sulci and gyri, the

chief effects of the loss of the several sense-

organs might be expected to show themselves in

a general simplicity; also, at special points, in a

local lack of development, due to arrest of growth.

The general simplicity is exhibited in several

ways, as is also the local failure to develop.

Examination of the gyri and sulci of the hemi-
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spheres showed some peculiarities in the third

frontal gyrus, on the left side,— the centre for

articulate speech,— and in the canal, especially

that of the right side,— the centres for vi.sion.

The insula^ or island, was much more exposed

on the left side, indicating a failure of the third

frontal gyrus and the parts associated with it to

develop fully. The smaller disturbance in the

left cuneus was associated with the fact that light

sensations persisted for some time longer in the

right eye than in the left. Nothing of importance

was determined for the centres of smell, hearing

or taste.

Following a well-known suggestion that the

extent of the superficial gray matter of the hemi-

spheres— the cerebral cortex— bore some rela-

tion to the development of the intelligence, the

area of the cortex was carefullj^ measured. The

left hemisphere was found to have a slightly

gieater area than the right; but the total area of

both hemispheres showed no variations which, on

compaiison with other brains, could be made a

basis for inferring any abnormality. The regions

where the configuration of the surface was sus-

picious were also found to have the area of the

cortex relatively small, thus confirming the con-

clusions reached before the measurements were

made.
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The following tables present, in detail, the meas-

urements mentioned: —
Table I.

Total Surface.

Weight of Fresh
Encephalon.

Left. Right. Sum.

1,204 grm. Laura

1,304 grm. Woman,
1,065 grm. Rockel (female insane)

1,236 grm. 1

' ^
( males. )

1,056 grm. J

101,256 sq. mm.
102,742 sq. mm.
74,615 sq. mm.

98,946.5 sq. mm.
102,373.0 sq. mm.
74,523.0 sq. mm.

200,202.5 sq. mm.
205,115.0 sq. mm.
149,158.0 sq. mm.
245,260.0 sq. mm.
195,684.0 sq. mm.
194,160.0 sq. mm.

Table II.

Insula. {Corrected?)

Left. Right.

Greatest length 55.0 mm. 66.0 mm.

Greatest width, 30.0 mm. 33.0 mm.

Convex surface, . . . . 1,488.0 sq. mm. 1,625.5 sq. mm.

Sunken surface 363.0 sq. mm. 548.0 sq. mm.

Total length of sulci 88.0 mm. 83.0 mm.

Average depth of sulci, 2.0 mm. 3.3 mm.

Table III.

Frontal Lobe. {Corrected.)

Left. Right.

Total exposed surface 11,320.0 sq. mm. 12,326.0 sq. mm.

Limiting sunken surface, . 5,920.4 sq. mm. 5,020.2 sq. mm.

Included sunken surface,

.

15,818.4 sq. mm. 17,994.0 sq. mm.

Length of limiting sulci, . 449.0 mm. 411.0 mm.

Length of included sulci, . 1,051.0 mm. 1,117.0 mm.

Average depth of limiting sulci. 13.0 mm. 12.1 mm.

Average depth of included sulci, 7.4 mm. 8.0 mm.
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Table IV.

Occipital Lobe. {Corrected.)

Right.

Total exposed surface,

Exposed surface of cuneus,

Limiting sunken surface, .

Included sunken surface,

.

Length of limiting sulci, .

Length of included sulci,

.

Average depth of limiting sulci.

Average depth of included sulci,

1,660.5 sq. mm.
608.0 sq. mm.

],957.2 sq. ram.

928.0 sq. mm.
133.0 mm.
108.0 mm.
14.6 mm.
4.2 mm.

1,302.0 sq. mm.
412.0 sq. mm.

1,847.7 sq. mm.
1,356.0 sq. mm.
137.0 mm.
116.0 mm.
13.4 mm.
5.7 mm.

Left. Right.

Exposed surface, cnneus.

Sunken surface, cuneus, .

Total surface, cuneus,

608 sq. mm.
376 sq. mm.

984 sq. mm.

412 sq. mm.
428 sq. mm.

840 sq. mm.

The much more difficult examination of the

brain and some of the sense-organs by histologi-

cal methods is now in progress, and the general

conclusions must await the completion of those

observations.

Helen Keller.

" She is a form of life and light,

That, seen, becomes a part of sight."
Byron.

The case of this remarkable child continues to

be as marvellous as ever. Since the publication,

in the fifty-seventh annual report of the institution,

of our last account of her achievements, her prog-

ress in a physical, intellectual and moral point of
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view has been astonishing. Her growth in stat-

ure has been unusually great, and she is now five

feet one inch and a half tall, and weighs one

hundred and one and one-half pounds. Her mind

has also developed and matured with unparalleled

rapidity. She reads with great ease and fluency

and with perfect understanding any book in raised

print that she happens to lay her hands on, and

her success in the acquisition of language and the

accumulation of knowledge of various kinds is

Iruly phenomenal. She certainly is a child of

genius. Her literary compositions teem with fine

thoughts and noble sentiments, and are models of

simplicity of style, of grammatical accuracy and of

purity of diction. But, after all, she is herself, in

her inner nature, her modesty, her sweetness and

her affectionate warmth of heart, more wonderful

by far than her writings, extraordinary as these

are. She is the centre of attraction wherever she

goes. She takes every one by surprise with her

uncommon and unconscious powers of fascination.

Her manners have the most charming admixture

of grace and gentleness with spirit and vivacity,

and her cordiality and courtesy would win any

heart. Her love of nature and of books, her sym-

pathetic tenderness for all living creatures, her

devotion to her friendsj and her implicit faith in

the goodness and kindness of all human beings,

are not only undiminished but stronger than ever.

Accompanied by Miss Anna M. Sullivan, who
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is still luM- special teacher and companion, Helen

was welcomed to this institution in Octohcr, 1889,

and has been ever since a member of our house-

hold. During the latter part of the past school

year she accomplished a most extraordinary feat

in learning to express her own thoughts and ideas

in clear, articulate speech, and to read or under-

stand the words of others, when they talk slowly

and distinctly, by placing her fingers on their lips.

A full account of what Helen has accomplished

during the past two years, and of all important

facts and incidents connected with her education,

is now in the course of preparation; bnt want of

time and space renders it necessary for me to

defer its publication, and issue it in a separate

pamphlet or supplementary report.

The Library and its Beneficence.

"Knowing I lov'd my books, lie furnished me,

From mine own library, with volumes that

I prize above my dukedom."
SHAKESPEARB.

To the blind man, who is a lover of books, a

choice library affords as great enjoyment as it

does to his seeing brother. It is a source of inde-

pencTent pleasure and lasting profit; it is an untold

joy and an incalculable solace. To obtain this

invaluable treasure for the blind was one of the

noble tasks to which Dr. Howe devoted himself

with nntiring zeal. His success in raising funds
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for the purpose enabled him to print some fifty

volumes, and thus he laid the foundation of our

present well-filled library. After his death the

work was carried persistently forward, until, in

1882, an endowment fund of one hundred thou-

sand dollars was secured. It is greatly to the

credit of the people of Massachusetts in general

and of the benevolent citizens of Boston in par-

ticular, through whom chiefly this library for the

blind has been grandly endowed, that it is already

the largest and best equipped of its kind in this

country, if not in the world. In addition to its

educational work in the school, it afibrds intellect-

ual light and comfort to all the blind of Kew Eng-

land, free of charge. Notwithstanding the fact

that complete sets of our books have been placed

in the public libraries of Worcester, Fitchburg,

Providence, Newport, Hartford and New Haven,

nearly four hundred volumes from our own shelves

have been circulated during the year ending Sep-

tember 30.

Letters are frequently received from, and facts

given by, our ever-increasing number of readers,

testifying to their grateful appreciation of the

books, and giving valuable proof of the possibility

of acquiring the art of reading with the fingers,

even after a person has reached mature age. One

blind lady over fifty years of age and another of

seventy-five have both lately achieved success.

The case of a deaf and blind soldier, Henry G.
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Stephens, who lives in Stratford, Conn., is one of

the most interesting* and most remai-kable on rec-

ord, and permission has been obtained to print the

following extracts from several letters, which give

an account of his progress in learning to read :
—

Stratfoiu), May 26, lHi)0.

I depend, for nearly all the pleasure and amusement I have,

upon the books you send me, without which ray life would

become a burden.

For twenty-eight long and weary years I have been totally

deaf and totally blind in one eye. I have been partially blind

in the other for five years. I have been gradually losing the

sight of that eye, until, at the present time, I have little knowl-

edge of my surroundings. My condition is one of dependence

and isolation. . . .

I have recently been examined by leading oculists. The eye

in which a little sight remains has three diseases, the seat of

one of which is back of, or behind, the eye, where it cannot be

reached in order to be operated upon, so nothing whatever can

be done for me. . . . And at no distant day I shall be

totally blind, — but it's all right. . . .

I was fifty-one years and one month old when I began to

learn to read embossed print. And now, after two years and

three months, by the exercise of patience and perseverance, I

am become a good reader, a very good reader indeed. It was

downright hard work to learn, though. All the help I had

while learning had to ])e spelled out on the palm of my left

hand by my wife and son. Think of it ! I now read easily,

and seldom have t« call for help. I can read words of one,

two and three syllables without spelling them, but am a little

slow in making out long words and names of persons and places.
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The followmg extract is from Mrs. Stephens'

letter, of the same cliite:—
With ray husband, I must regard as personal friends those

who are contributing so much toward making his life not only

tolerable but enjoyable. . . .

From two to three years previous to commencing it, he had

been unable to I'ead by any means. He was unemployed. Only

those could talk to him who could use the fingers. His life

was aimless, with only a dark prospect in the future. He

simply endured life, and spent his time in stripping up paper

and tying it full of knots, " just to keep his hands in motion."

His condition was pitiable, and, if we had been less ignorant

of all matters concerning the blind, he might have been saved

those miserable years. But with such an experience, and the

possibility of having sensible employment and also occupation

for the mind, it is hardly surprising that, with an energy and push

which is characteristic of him, he toiled early and late. Though

sometimes he retired utterly discouraged, the morning found

hira with his " Primer" again, and now he is enjoying the

result of his efforts. Now, having learned the touch alphabet,

which was not an easy thing to do, and having his tj'pewriter,

he is not so wholly isolated from everything which could give

either pleasure or profit, and life has something yet to be

enjoyed.

The following extracts are copied from three

different letters of Mr. Stephens :
—

June 11, 1890. Not infrequently during the last few months,

I have said to myself and others, " I am almost as blind as I

am deaf. I have lived long enough." When I consider that

few have to endure the double deprivation of sight and hearing,

and that I myself am one of the few, it does seem to me that I

am very, very much afflicted. . . . But, if I am of service to

your institution, I have not lived long enough. If one or more
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of your pupils ciiu be persuaded to really learn to read because I

did, I shall be exceedint^ly rejoiced to know it. Hut, lest some

of them may say and tliiiik tliat the principal reason whv I was

successful in learning to read, is that I am a little man witli

small fingers, I will inform you that the contrary is the fact.

1 am a large, fleshy man. I weigh one hundred and eighty-

five pounds, and my hands and fingers are large. ... I

know by experience that it is hard work for a grown person to

learn to read embossed print, but from the very beginning I

found it a fascinating study. . . .

Mr. Morrison Heady [who is deaf and blind] and I are

regular correspondents. His letters are a great comfort to

me. . . . Mr. Heady can read a page of embossed print in

five minutes. I can now read a page in eight minutes, or six-

teen in two hours. . . .

Since my last writing I have spent so much time on the fifth

volume of " David Copperfield " that I finished it yesterday.

. . . The work is splendidl}' printed, and it has been of

immense value to me in learning to read fast and well.

Seit. 23, 1890. Practice makes perfect. I am improving

wonderfully. I went through the books you sent with aston-

ishing rapidity. Indeed, I am looking forward to a time when,

with the blessing of God upon my efforts, I will become an

expert reader of line print. ... I think \'our improved [n-'mt

is just splendid.

OcTouKK "22. I experience not the slightest difficulty in read-

ing " Old Curiosity Shop." Indeed, I read it as quickly and as

easily as I did " David Copperfield." The ra[)idity with which I

am going through the work is truly a wonder to myself and to all

beholders. I am sometimes overjoyed at my success, and not

infrequently I stop reading to give utterance to expressions of

pure delight. And, now that 1 have had considerable experi-

ence in reading both the old and the improved embossed print,

I must sa\' that I prefer the improved. sim|)ly because it has

capital letters, which I love to feel with my fingers.
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From a letter of Mr. Morrison Heady of Ken-

tucky to Mr. Stephens, dated Oct. 17, 1890, we

quote as follows :
—

Within the short time 3'ou have been a blind reader you have

read more books than many persons in twenty years, even

where they had the ability and opportunity of doing so. I feel

that your example will henceforth be regarded as a most

remarkable evidence of what a blind man may accomplish when

he sets himself earnestly about the task, which you have so

completely surmounted. Such assurance should and doubtless

does console you not a little for your great deprivation, espe-

cially as you are already so accustomed to looking for good to

grow out of evil and to make tlie best of such blessings as are

still within your reach. He who does little, yet does his best,

does better than he who does much, yet might have done much

more.

These extracts speak for themselves. They need

no comment. They tell a most remarkable and

touching story. They show what real earnestness

and unflinching perseverance can accomplish, even

under the most distressing and apparently hope-

less circumstances. They also emphasize the fact,

that our library is a source of comfort and happi-

ness and a store-house of knowledge and intellect-

ual light to all sightless readers, many of whom

are eager to profit by its rich treasures of choice

literature i-eproduced in embossed print. In the

case of Mr. Stephens, it has been more than this.

It has served as a potent agency and powerful

stimulus in helping him to break the thick walls of

the double dungeon of darkness and stillness in
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which he was hnprisoiiecl, and to become free once

more. He is now in constant communion with the

world of thought and ideas by means of the ti])s

of his fingers, and one may fancy him exchiiming,

in the words of Mrs. Hale :
—

"A blessing on tlie printer's art!

Books are the mentors of the heart.

The burning soul, the burdened mind,

In books alone companions find."

"When the suggestion was made to Mr. Ste-

phens that he should try to learn to read by touch,

it was peculiarly fortunate for him that he acted

upon it promptly, and resolved to go to work at

once, without asking the opinion or advice of some

one of those sightless adults, who have their fav-

orite hobbies to ride, and perceive no good what-

ever outside of them. They might have told him,

that his efforts would prove futile, and might have

urged him not to waste his time and strength in

useless experiments. People of this kind have

never attempted seriously and persistently to

accomplish anything themselves, and, as a conse-

quence, they are prone to preach a gospel of

despair and discouragement to all others. Like

some of the narrow-minded critics of music, who,

by constantly striving to pick out Haws in tlie

tones of the minor instruments of an orchestra,

render themselves unfit to compi'ehend the gran-

deur of its performances and appreciate their

jesthctic beauties, so blind persons of this dcscrip-
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tion expend their ingenuity in finding fault with

the details of a beneficent enterprise, and are not

able to estimate the value of its general results.

The experience of Mr. Stephens is altogether

different. He has triumphed over appalling diffi-

culties, and set a noble and hopeful example to all

persons who lose their sense of sight in the me-

ridian of their lives, and who wish to learn to read

embossed books. To him, then, let them go for

light and advice, and not to habitual censors and

unreasonable bigots, who do not hesitate to under-

mine or prevent the success of any undertaking

which does not accord strictly with their views.

Among the gifts to the library, which have been

received during the year, is that of Miss Alcott's

charming story of " Little Women," printed in

three volumes, at the expense of Mrs. M. W.
Manning of Brooklyn, N". Y. The book is giving

constant delight to numerous young readers, whose

fingers gUde rapidly through it " because it is so

very interesting," and many are the grateful

responses to the " tender and loving greeting " of

the kind and generous donor.

The Sloyd System.

" Mighty things from small beginnings grow."

Dryden.

As has been repeatedly stated in previous reports,

a part of each day is devoted by the pupils to man-

ual labor. Both boys and girls repair regularly at
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fixed hours to theii' work-rooms, where they are

taiiji'ht the riidimeiits of various iKindici-afts ;nid

the iiianipuhition of material of dilfereiit kinds.

This training, besides giving to the bhnd elastieity

and dexterity in the use of their fingers, is

extremely advantageous and helpful to lliciu in

numerous other ways, and its value as one of the

chief factors in their education cannot be over-

estimated.

For some time past, however, the circle of the

industrial occupations suitable and profitable for

the blind to pursue has been steadily contract-

ing, and, owing to the constant invention and

continually increasing employment of machinery

in the manufacture of almost everything, it is

becoming smaller from year to year. It is evi-

dent that in the exercise of mechanic arts we are

losing ground. In order to stem this tide, and

at the same time to infuse fresh vigor and energy

into our department for manual training, we have

been for some time on the lookout for new and

improved methods. Hence we have examined

carefully and with due deliberation all new plans

brought to our notice, eager to ascertain both

their merits and their defects, and to choose the

best among them. Of these, the most promising

seems to be the Sloyd system, which, bodying

forth as it does Froebel's ideas, is destined to

serve as a link between the kindei-<2-nrten and the
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higher grades of schools, and supply the latter

with a most vital element.

This scheme aims to create in the pupils a

lively interest in the mechanic arts, and to bring

out their natural abiltiy and latent strength, to

promote general dexterity, to nurture the sense

of order and love of exactness, to encourage

cleanliness and neatness, to cultivate the aesthetic

sense, to develop and strengthen the body, to

counteract the bad effects of sedentary occupa-

tions, to provide for a methodical progression, and

to train the perception and unfold the inventive

and constructive faculties.

The great success, with which the Sloyd system

has met not only in Sweden, where it originated,

but in most of the European countries, is a suffi-

cient guarantee of its value, and we have decided

to introduce it into our school and give it a fair

trial.

Thanks to the benevolence and unfailing gener-

osity of Mrs. Quincy A. Shaw, Mr. Gustaf Lars-

son, principal of her Sloyd school at No. 10

"Warrenton street, was permitted to lend us a

helping hand and to exercise general supervision

over our work. Accordingly, through his kind-

ness the services of an experienced teacher, Mr.

J. H. Trybom, have been engaged, the necessary

benches and tools have been procured, a series of

exercises has been prepared, and operations have

fairly begun with four classes.



True, our experiment is being tried on a very

small scale. 15 ut, remembering- that the most

stately oaks grow from tiny acorns, we cherish

the most hopeful anticipations of its success.

All which is respectfully submitted by

M. anag:n^os.
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LIST OF PUPILS.

Aldrich, Myrtle A.

Bannon, Alice M.

Bird, Ellen E.

Boyle, Matilda J.

Brecker, Virginia R.

Brodie, Mary.

Bryant, Almira V.

Carr, Emma L.

Case, Laura B.

Caulfield, Elizabeth E.

Chisholm, Elizabeth F.

Clark, Mary Eva.

DeLong, Mabel.

Duggan, Katie J.

Ellingwood, Mary Etta.

Emory, Gertrude E.

Eylward, Josephine.

Fogarty, Margaret M.

Foss, Jennie.

French, Mary E.

French, Mattie E.

Hancock, Mary E.

Higgins, Mary L.

Hoisington, Mary H.

Howard, Lily B.

Jackson, Fanny E.

Joslyn, Edna A.

Keller, Helen A.

Keyes, Theresa J.

Lord, Amadi^e.

Maloney, Margaret.

McCarthy, Margaret E.

Meleady, Mary E.

Morse, Maria T.

Murgatroyd, Jane.

Murphy, Maria J.

Murtha, Mary Ann.

Neff, Calla A.

Nickles, Harriet E.

Noble, Annie K.

Norris, Harriet E.

Ousley, Emma.

Park, Mary S.

Ramsdell, Harriet M.

Reed, Nellie Edna.

Rich, Lottie B.

Risser, Mary A.

Rock, Ellen L."

Roeske, Julia M. B.

Russell, Lillian M.

Snow, Alberta M.

Standing, Cora B.

Thomas, Edith M.

Tierney, Mary E.

Tisdale, Mattie J.

Tomlinson, Sarah E.
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Walcott, Etta R.

AVjirvener, Louisa.

AVelfoot, Florence E.

West, Rose A.

Wilbur, Carrie M.

Andrews, Wallace E.

Baker, Frank G.

Beckman, J. Arthur.

Bigelow, Edward D.

Blackman, John Victor.

Bond, William H.

Brown, George W.

Burke, Thomas H.

Burnham, John.

Byron, Roger.

Campbell, John R.

Campbell, Joseph G.

Cavanagh, Thomas.

Clare, John J.

Clark, Frank A.

Clark, J. Everett.

Coffey, James.

Corliss, Albert F.

Davis, James S.

Dayton, Reuben G.

Dutra, Joseph J.

Ellis, William C.

Farrell, John.

Forrester, Charles.

Girard, Raoul G.

Goddard, Clarence E.

Harmon, Everett M.

Hawkes, Clarence E
Iliggins, Thomas C.

Hodgdon, George W.

llodsdon, Ilnrry B.

Ilogan, George II.

Holmes, Charles W.

Jackson, Clarence A.

Jenney, William S.

Jennings, Harry M.

Kenyon, Harry C.

Knapman, Burdett.

Lamar, Charles.

Leutz, Theodore C.

Lynch, William.

Madsen, John.

Mannix, Lawrence P.

INIcSherry, James B.

Meagher, William H.

Messer, AVilliam.

Miles, Henry R. W.

Minor, John F.

INIorrison, John F.

Mozealous, Harry E.

Muldoon, Frederick J.

Newton, Wesley E.

O'Brien, Francis J. L.

Oliver, John H.

Pickering, Jesse E.

Putnam, Herbert A.

Ramsdell, Waldo E.

Rasmussen, Peter A.

Reilly, Patrick.

Reynolds, Henry L.

Rich, Henry F.

Riley, Edward.

Robair, Charles.

Rochford, Thomas.

Sabins, Weston G.
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Sherman, Frank C.

Stoddard, John L.

Sullivan, Michael.

Thorpe, Azariah F.

Trainer, Peter.

Trask, Willis E.

Trim, Bertie F.

Walsh, Joseph.

Warburton, John H.

Washington, George.

Weaver, Frank V.

Wilkins, James A.
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VISITING COMMITTEE.

[At a meeting of the board of trustees, held July 2, 1887, the

following vote was passed unanimously :
—

Voted, That the board of trustees appoint a visiting committee on the kinder-

garten, consisting of twelve ladies, who shall visit the kindergarten and consult with

the matron on its domestic affairs, and extend towards the children such kind notice

and advice as they may deem projier.]

Mrs. Elizabeth C. Aoa3siz.

Miss Elizabeth L. Andrew.
Mrs. William Appleton.
Mrs. Maud Howk Elliott.

Miss Clara T. Endicott.
Miaa Esther Fiske.

Mrs. John L. Gardner.
Miss Olga Gardner.
Mrs. Thomas Mack.
Miss Laura Norcross.
Miss Edith Rotch.
Miss Annie C. Warrex.

OFFICERS OF THE KINDERGARTEN.

DIRECTOR.

M. ANAGNOS.

ATTENDING PHYSICIAN.

IIKNKY W. r, UOUGIITON, M.D.

Miss Isabel Greeley, .Vatroii. I Mies Fanny L. Johnson, Kindfrgartner.

Miaa Nettie B. Vose, AnHUtdnt. Mrs, Sarah J. Davidson, Kindergartner.

Miss Cornelia C. Roeske, Miotic Teacher.

Miss ErriE J. Thayer, Special Teacher to Willie Elizabeth Robin.



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINDERGARTEN.

On application of the trustees of the Perkins Institu-

tion and Massachusetts School for the Blind, the fol-

lowing act was passed hy the Legislature, March 15,

1887:—

Commoitfa^Elt^ of Passac^usftts.

In the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven.

AN ACT

To AUTHORIZE THE PeRKINS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHUSETTS
School for the Blind to hold additional estate for the
PURPOSE OF A Kindergarten for the Blind.

Be it, enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gen-

eral Court assembled, a7id by authority of the same, as follows :
—

Section 1. The Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for

the Blind is authorized to establish and maintain a primary school

for the education of little children, by the name of Kjndergarten
for the Blind, and to hold for this jiurpose real and personal

estate.

Sect. 2. The said Kindergailen for the Blind shall be under

the direction and management of the board of trustees of said cor-

poration.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Passed to be enacted.

Passed to be enacted.

March 15, 1887.

Approved.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1887.

CHA8. J. NOYES, Speaker.

In Senate, March 15, 1887.

HALSEY J. BOARBMAN, 'President.

OLIVER AMES.

Secretary's Department, Boston, March 30, 1887.

A true copy.

Witness the Seal of the Commonwealth.

henry B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



KINDERGARTEN FOR THE BLIND.

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION:

Oeyitlemen and Ladies :— We have the honor

to present to you the fourth annual rei)ort of the

Kindergarten for the Bhnd for the year ending

Sept. 30, 1890.

There is nothing to be abated from the highly

favorable and encouraging report of progress in

this interesting and beneficent institution, which

was presented to you a year ago. On the con-

trary, the good work has been steadily progress-

ing. The kindergarten is a primary school for

blind children, taken at a tender age, where the

education is conducted on the approved, the com-

mon-sense principles and methods of Froebel.

The innocent wants and instincts of the child,

its better nature, are encouraged and drawn out.

An atmos])here of love pervades the school, the

playground, the Avhole life. The innate individ-
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utility of each little pupil is carefully watched,

protected, guided lovingly and wisely in its God-

given path, the path alike of freedom and of

rule. 'No one can watch the cheerful, busy scenes

for an hour or two in that little nursery at

Jamaica Plain,— the facility with which the tiny

fingers traverse the raised type and the lips read

out the sentences; the alacrity and promptness

and intelligence with which the questions of the

teacher are answered; the sweetness and delight

with which they sing together little songs by

rote; the accurate, quick ear with which many of

them tell any note struck on the piano, and even

analyze chords and discords composed of several

notes; the unity and charm of their gymnastic

and their chorographic movements; their ajffec-

tionate, harmonious relations with each other and

with their matron and their teachers; in short,

the happiness, the intelligence, good order, the

delight in learning and obeying, the joy in each

day's discovery and realizing sense of their young

faculties, physical, mental, moral, social,— no one

can witness it and fail to be astonished, even after

many visits. JS^ot a few would like to have that

scene, that atmosphere, surround them always.

Who would not be too glad to go back and begin

anew his own life in a school like this! Who,

witnessing such fair development, does not shud-

der to think what miofht have been the fate of
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these young* natures, left to tlic clianccs, tlu-

examples, the temptations, the uncanny })rovoea-

tions of the poor, unclean, ignorant conditions and

environment from Avhich most of llicm were

rescued and taken to a ])aradise like this!

The kindergarten during* the year has been

under the general supervision of the acting direc-

tor of the Perkins Institution, Mr, Bennett, who

has so faithfully and ably filled the place of Mr.

Anagnos during his absence in piu'suit of health

abroad. The same energetic, wise, devoted,

genial matron. Miss Isabel Greeley, still presides

over the household, much beloved by all the

inmates, with Miss ]^ettie B. Vose for her assist-

ant; Avhile the immediate instruction has been

carried on acceptably, with excellent results, by

those two well-informed, experienced Tcindergart-

ners, Miss Fanny L. Johnson and Mrs. Sarah J.

Davidson, with an admirable music teacher in

Miss Cornelia C. Kocske, a graduate of our

school.

Edith Thomas, blind, deaf and dumb, who, like

Helen Keller, has evinced a very teachable nature,

developing in a most gratifying way, a pupil at

the kindergarten until, having passed the age of

nine, she was transferred (promoted) to the

parent institution at South Boston, has had for her

special teacher. Miss Harriet M. Markham, and

the remarkable progress which the gifted child
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has made is exceedingly creditable to that young

lady.

During the year the kindergarten has received

legacies to the amount of $20,000. Of this sum,

$10,000 came from the estate of Ellen M. Gifford,

through the generosity of Mrs. George W. Wales,

who had the power of appointing the beneficiary,

and $5,000 from the same estate, through the

kindness of Eev. George E. Ellis, D.D. But the

kindergarten still needs funds. The annual in-

come of the " hundred thousand dollars " fund, so

happily completed, together with the occasional

contributions and the annual subscriptions through

the ladies' auxiliary aid society, are only suffi-

cient to meet the running expenses of the school.

The single building has been nearly always full,

sometimes to overflowing. This pressure was for

the time relieved by the removal (or " promo-

tion"), during the spring and summer, of nineteen

of the children to South Boston; and in many

instances these removals are thought by Mr.

Anagnos to have been premature, ^ow, at the

opening of a new school year, the applications

for admission are so numerous as to indicate

the probability that the demand for an additional

building will soon become a matter of urgency.

The enterprise cannot afford to halt too long at

half-way up the hill of full and assured success.

The present building, it will be remembered,



137

was erected only as the first of three or four

contemplated in the plan, and for which places are

provided in the laying out of the domain.

All which is respectfully submitted by

FRANCIS BROOKS,

JOHN S. DWIGHT,
WILLIAM ENDICOTT, Jr.,

JOSEPH B. GLOVER,

J. THEODORE HEARD,
ANDREW r. PEABODY,
EDWARD N. PERKINS,

WILLIAM L. RICHARDSON,
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
THOMAS F. TEMPLE,

.
S. LOTHROP THORNDIIvE,

GEORGE W. WALES,
Trustees.
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KINDEEGAETEN FOE THE ELIND.

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

" Souls are built as temples are — '

Every little helps the much

;

Every careful, careless touch

Adds a charm or leaves a scar."

Susan Coolidge.

TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

Gentlemen :— I beg leave to submit to your con-

sideration the fourth annual report of the Kinder-

garten for the Blind.

At the close gf another chapter in the history

of this interesting institution, it is meet that we

should take a broad outlook, re\aewing the past,

examining carefully the present and j^eering into

the future. It is not only proper and desirable,

but necessary, that we should make a general sur-

vey and 2^atient scrutiny, and even consult the

omens and the signs, in order that we may know

somewhat of the things that were, that are and

shall be.

With the officers, the teachers and the children

of the kindergarten, the past year has been one of
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faithful service and successful achievement. Not-

withstanding certain unfortunate occurrences, and

nntoward events, it yielded many most interesting

and hopeful resnlts.

The contrast between the small beginnings of

the infant school and its present condition bears

impressive testimony to its importance as one of

the best agencies in the education of the blind,

and furnishes inspiration to its friends and pro-

moters to continue pressing forward towards a

higher mark.
«

• "A graft of so small growth, so much good fruit to bring,

Is seldom heard or never seen ; it is so rare a thing."

For full information relating to the number of

the children, and the modes of their training and

the requirements of their education, I refer you

to the report of the matron, which is hereto

appended.

The Success of the Kixdergartex.

" Thus far our future keeps an onward course,

And we are grac'd with Avreaths of victory."

SnAKEsrH:ARE.

Of all the good works going on among all civil-

ized nations to improve the physical and intellect-

ual condition of the blind, and to ameliorate their

moral and social status, there is none that is hav-

ing a wider and more salutary influence than the

kindergarten. Its beneficence is fiir-reaching, and
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its results stand before me like a gracious beam

of sweetness and light, which cannot but inspire—
" My tongue to sing, my hand to touch the lyre."

ISTearly three-score of little sightless boys and

girls have thus far been gathered from various

parts of 'New England, under the genial and

vivifying influences of the infant school, and

supplied with the precious boon of parental care

and mental and moral cultivation. Many of the

tiny victims of affliction were rescued from the

direst dangers, to which their antecedents aivi

environment exposed them at the spring time of

their lives; while not a few Avere saved from the

bitter consequences of inertia and the baneful

effects of unwise indulgence. All of them have

received a lasting benefit from the advantages

aff'orded by the kindergarten, and have knproved

in more Avays than one.

The present number of little scholars in attend-

ance at the kindergarten is 25. These, like those

that preceded them, are favored with the lilessings

of a happy home and live in an atmosphere of

kindness and sympathy, of sunshine and activity.

At the time of their admission the marks of neglect

or the results of unwise and unsuitable treatment

are too often visible in their mien and gait, as well

as in their manners and morals. They look ener-

vated, pale-cheeked, weak in body and spirit; they

appear uncertain in their movements, averse to
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activity, and inclined to sluggishness and indo-

lence. After a few months' residence at the

kindergarten all this is changed, and the awakened

intellect begins to gleam from their rounded and

smiling faces. Suri'ounded with things that are

pure and lovely and peaceful and helpful and

refining and of good report, they are brought up

under such propitious conditions as are very essen-

tial to the development of character and to a

thorough preparation for the struggles of later

life. Thus undesirable tendencies and evil incli-

nations are nipped in the bud and vanish, and the

seeds of good habits and of sound principles are

planted in their stead and fostered by every possi-

ble means, so that they may grow and blossom.

" The morn begins

Her rosy progress smiling."

As the history of the world in general never

was made in the universities and factories, but in

the nursery, so that of the blind in particular is

to be made not in large schools and mammoth

workshops, but in the kindergarten. Here is a

storehouse of wholesome and beautiful influences,

a veritable source of good breeding and blissful-

ness. Here is a treasury of potent instruments

for forming character. Here are afforded rare

opportunities for merry out-door sports and varied

exercise, while within the building are unrivalled

facilities for domestic comfort and harmonious

culture.
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It is truly pleasant and delightfully inspiring

to watch the children, both on the playground and

in their charming school-rooms, and to see them

either breathe the fresh air and bask in the sun-

shine, or romp freely and frolic gayly ; chase and

overtake or tumble each other about, forgetful of

their infirmity; ride confidently on their tiny

velocipedes, or eat plentifully of wholesome and

nutritious food. They perform their daily tasks

readily, have regular hours for recreation and

employment, and are tenderly cared for and sys-

tematically trained according to the best and

most efficacious and approved methods of our

times, which are chiefly found in Froebel's mar-

vellous and philosophic plan of rational education.

The gifts and occupations therein included, the

songs and games thereby prescribed, and the

plays and gymnastic exercises therewith con-

nected, all tend to invigorate the body and sharpen

the senses of the pupils ; to nurture their faculties

of perception and stimulate those of observation;

to quicken their mental powers and promote

thought; to rouse their curiosity and sustain their

efforts at invention; to cultivate their imagination

and refine their taste; to encourage reproductive

energy and develop self-activity; to extinguish in

their hearts every sj^ark of meanness and selfish-

ness, and kindle therein the fires of kindness and

generosity; to anticipate the dawn of their faults

with unceasing vigilance, and thus to render them
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healthy, strong", intL'lligL'iit, good, honest, Irullirul,

conscientious, industrious and mutually helpful.

As the genial warmth of the spring fosters the

plants, so the inherent influences of tlie infant

school nourish the physical powers and the intel-

lectual and moral attributes of the children, and

help them to flower out and flourish. Those who

have visited it and witnessed its operations, and

the fruits produced thereby, will bear testimony to

the correctness of this statement and attest the

truth of this picture.

The kindergarten has rapidly come into prom-

inence as one of the best educational agencies for

the elevation of the blind, and its usefulness is

universally recognized. Its advantages are eagerly

sought, and there is no restriction whatever upon

their enjoyment. Its realm is open to every little

sightless child of suitable age, who is in need of

early training and friendly sympathy, whatever

may be his race, nationality, creed or color. In it

there is no boundary line formed by social or

other distinctions, no circumscribed horizon, but,

instead, an illimitable reach. The milk of 'parental

care and kindness and the golden apples of ra-

tional education are free to all who are in need of

them and wish to drink the former or pluck the

latter.

Let us then hope and trust, that sucli an im])or-

tant enterprise— so noble in its origin, so broad in

its aims, so catholic in its purjDOses and so benefi-
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cent in its functions— will ever be cherished and

administered by those who have the interests of

suffering humanity at heart, and whose actions are

prompted by purely philanthropic motives, and

that its affairs may never be meddled with or ham-

pered by narrow-minded and self-seeking persons.

" Oh ! let uot unskilful hands attempt

To play the harp whose tones, whose living tones,

Are kept forever in the strings."

A 'Nf.w Building Absolutely ]N"eeded.

" When we mean to build

We first survey the plot, then draw the model,

And when Ave see the figure of the house

Then must we rate the cost of the erection."

Shakespeare.

Doubtless the kindergarten is doing a holy

work. It is accomplishing even more than its

projectors claimed for it, or its most sanguine

friends and promoters dreamed of. Gathering

strength and breadth and momentum every year,

it moves forward from its hopeful beginnings to a

glorious consummation. Its operations are crowned

with results that are at once gratifying and

remarkable, and its influence is clearly seen and

felt. It has already opened a wide field, which is

of paramount interest, and promises to bring

about a wholesome revolution in the education of

sightless children, and supj^ly a sound and solid

foundation for the superstructure of later school
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success of this enterprise is simply ainazing^

and Ave have every reason to be thankful for the

infant institution's worthy record of the past, for

the vigor of its activities, and for the spirit with

which it addresses itself to its work for the future.

"Time, toil and circumstance full oft

A humbled cause have raised aloft."

But, with the rapid growth of the kindergarten

and the constant extension of its usefulness, its

wants are also multiplied day by day, and some

of them have already become imperative. Of

these the principal and most pressing one at

present is the enlargement of our accommodations.

Additional room is urgently needed for the fol-

lowing purposes :

—

First. To enable us to receive all suitable

applicants as soon as they knock at our door for

admission, and place them under good care and

thorough training at the earliest possible age,.thus

preventing the seeds of noxious weeds from being

planted in their minds and hearts.

Second. To supply the necessary means for

classifying the pupils properly according to the

individual requirements of each case, and for pay-

ing due attention to the cultivation of their natural

inclinations and tastes.

TJiird. To provide adequate facilities for retain-

ing the children at the kindergarten long enough
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to put them through a complete system of pri-

mary training in strict confoi-mity with Froebel's

methods, thereby rendering them so strong both

in body and intellect that they may be quite safe

from evil influences when they come in contact

with older boys and girls.

Fourth. To avoid an excess of numbers in the

present building, which would not only inflict

many discomforts, but would endanger the health

of the entire household from the evil eff'ects of an

overcrowded condition.

Fifth. To make it possible for us to carry out

our original plan, and allow a small number of

seeing little boys and girls residing in the neigh-

borhood to participate in the daily exercises of the

kindergarten, and associate with our tiny pupils

both in the school-rooms and on the playground,

as their fellow-workers and playmates, their friends

and companions.

Ever since the infant school was organized, in

May, 1887, the number of applicants seeking for

admission has been steadily increasing. Every

nook and corner of the building was occupied for

a whole year. During my absence in Europe the

pressure for more room became so great that, in

order to lessen it, ten children, selected without

proper discrimination, were summarily removed to

South Boston in the midst of the school term.

They were thrown promiscuously among the



147

pupils of the parent institution, witliout s))e(ial

or suitable provision for the continuanee of their

instruction and trainin<^, or for regular occupation.

As a consequence, not a few of them were allowed

to pass many an hour sitting idly in the workshop,

and contracting those very habits of indolence and

inertia, against which we cannot strive too hard to

guard. Some of them were too small in stature

and immature in mind to be taken away from the

influences of the kindergarten. Their age, which

seems to have served as the sole criterion for the

removal, ought to have been measured by the

degree of their development, rather than by the

number of the years and months they had lived.

The necessity which prompted this action is to

be greatly lamented for more reasons than one.

It changed abruptly the course of training of the

children, and impeded the progress of their

development. It deranged and disorganized the

work of the infant institution for the remainder of

the year. It created much unhappiness and

discontent. It produced a feeling of uncertainty

in the minds of the teachers and all the other

officers, and filled their hearts with disappointment

and discouragement. Finally, it sti'uck at the

very root of the principles, which lie at the foun-

dation of the kindergarten, and constitute the sum

and substance of the reasons of its existence.

In view of these facts, the enlargement of our
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present accommodations is not merely a desider-

atum, but a positive necessity. "Without it the

ultimate success of our undertaking and the

realization of the best results inherent in Froebel's

marvellous creation would be impossible. To use

Meri'ick's words,—
" Not what we wish, but what we want,

O, let your grace supply."

Additional room is absohitely demanded both

by the steady growth of the kindergarten and by

the vital interests of the recipients of its benefits.

Within the contracted limits of the present edifice

our enterprise, instead of expanding and thriving,

will languish and become dwarfed for want of

sufficient space. Hence a new and commodious

building, similar to that now in use, is imperatively

needed, and we earnestly call upon the public in

general and upon the benefactors of the little

sightless children in particular, to provide for its

erection at the earliest possible date.

This appeal, coming as it does immediately after

the completion of the endowment fund, may give

to some people the impression that there is no end

to our wants, and that we are constantly asldng

for something new. l^o one can dread the task

of soliciting money, and the many difficulties that

are inseparable from it, more thoroughly than I do.

But there is no room for choice in the matter.
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Tlic iitic'd is evidenl, the demand is urgent. AVe

must move forward, be the critieisms and the

comments of those who are not in entire sympathy

with this course what they may. For, in the

hmguage of the poet,

" If we shall stand still

In fear onr motion will be mock'd or carp'd at,

Wc should take root here where we sit, or sit

State statues only."

Will our generous friends and helpers then

refuse to consider in its true light the plea for the

construction of a new building; and will they

respond fully to such reasonable requirements as

are essential to the advancement of the cause of

the education of the blind? Is it their purpose to

aid effectively all strenuous efforts for carrying

the kindergarten enterprise to a high degree of

completeness, so that it may fulfill its sacred

mission in the best possible manner? Or do they

prefer to stand still and to have us fold our hands

and sing pseans and psalms of praise for what has

been accomplished during the past five or six

years, removing from our standard the motto of

semper allqaid melius, and inscribing in its stead

ne 2}lus ultra? I believe that they have not the

slightest intention of this kind. At any rate, I

hope and trust that nothing is farther from their

minds than this thought.
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Officers a:n^d Teachers.

" The sweetest lives are those to duty wed,

Whose deeds, both great and small,

Are close-knit strands of one unbroken thread,

Where love ennobles all."

Dui'ing the past year the burden of the care and

responsibility for the welfare and happiness of the

children rested chiefly with the matron, Miss Isabel

Greeley, with her assistant, Miss ^N^ettie B. Yose,

and with the two kindergartners, Miss Fanny L.

Johnson and Mrs. Sarah J. Davidson.

All these ladies are eminently fitted for the

positions which they occupy. They are in love

with their work; rejoicing in it, doing it with

their might even under the most adverse circum-

stances, and keeping its best ideals before them.

They are not satisfied with merely rendering the

service for which they are paid. Theirs is a labor

of love, and they use their best efforts in their

intercourse with their little disciples, in order to

uplift them, strengthen them, help them, and make

them good, intelligent and happy. Their wise

heads and loving hearts guide their tiny scholars

in the right direction, and lead them upwards.

The influence of their maternal aflfection and

tender spirit in the formative period of the life of

the children cannot be measured or told. Surely

the seeds which they plant in the mental and
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moral soil of the pupils will take root, spring up,

grow, and in due time bring* Ibrth choice fruit.

There is cordial cooperation in ev'cry effort

which is made for the comfort and happiness of

the little inmates. The air of peace and harmony,

which invariably penetrates the household, is truly

delightful. This is owing in part to the excel-

lent disposition and mutual good-will of all its

members; but it is mainly due to the unobtrusive

dignity and the rare qualities df head and heart

of the presiding genius. Miss Greeley seems to be

equal to all emergencies, and eminently fitted for

the position which she holds. Bulwer Lytton

aptly remarks, that in every well-ordered family

there is always one firm, sweet temper, which

controls without seeming to dictate. The ancient

Greeks represented persuasion as crowned; and

the experience of refined society attests the cor-

rectness of their judgment.

Ladies' Yisiting Committee.

" Light is the task when many share the toil."

HOMKR.

The ladies of the visiting committee have been

very eager to advance the interests of the kinder-

garten and to increase its usefulness. The}^ have

made frequent visits, examined the building, held

regular monthly meetings, and discussed all mat-

ters relating to the health of the children and to
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the comfort and happiness of the household. The

auxihary aid society, which was organized by

them in April, 1889, with Mrs. John L. Gardner

as treasurer and Miss Elizabeth Winthrop as

secretary, has done excellent work, the results of

which are clearly seen in the gradual growth of

the annual subscriptions for current expenses.

During the past year these contributions amounted

to .f1 ,917.10, showing an increase of $31:1.06, and

indicating that systematic canvassing and personal

appeal are most potent factors in securing the

means for carrying on our work.

Three of the original members of the committee,

Mrs. Robert Treat Paine, Mrs. Roger Wolcott and

Miss Sarah B. Fay, resigned their positions. Dur-

ing the term of their office these ladies rendered

most efficient service, and manifested such a deep

interest in the prosperity of the kindergarten and

the welfare of its inmates, that they will be

greatly missed both by the children and by the

teachers and officers.

Generous Gifts and Bequests.

"Your bounty is beyond my speaking

;

But, though my mouth be dumb, my heart shall thank you "

RowE.

It is with great pleasure and with a sense of

profound gratitude that we report several gener-
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ous acklilioiis iikkIl' to the I'Liiids of the iiil'aiit

institution during- the past year.

A legacy of $r),000 was received Iroin the exec-

utors of the will of the late EHsha T. Loring of

Dorchester. In bequeathing a large amount of

money to vai-ious educational and benevolent

establishments, Mr. Loring remembered the kinder-

garten most liberally. As this was done on the

30th of January, 1883, when the project was still

in its embryonic stages of existence, it shows the

implicit faith which the sagacious testator had in

its beneficence.

Through the great kindness of Rev. George E.

Ellis, D.D., the amount of $5,000 was paid to our

treasurer from the estate of the late Mi"s. Ellen

M. Gifford of New Haven; and, at the request of

Mrs. Geo. W. Wales, a donation of $10,000 was

made to us by the trustees of the same estate.

Both Dr. Ellis and Mrs. Wales have been constant

friends of the kindergarten, and have taken a very

deep interest in its success. The former has also

presented to the little institution an excellent

pianoforte which belonged to his own family, and

numerous contributions of money have been sent

to us through the efforts and at the earnest request

of the latter.
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Closing Remarks.

" And vet, and yet I know

Out of the dark must grow,

Sooner or later, whatever is fair,

For the heavens have willed it so."

Trench.

In closing this report, I cannot refrain from say-

ing that we have many reasons for rejoicing at the

great success of the kinde?i-garten. Ever since the

initiative steps for its organization were taken, it

has been blessed, strengthened and encouraged.

It has gained greatly in popularity among intel-

ligent people in the course of three years. It has

struck its roots deeply into the soil of our educa-

tional system, and is preparing the way for abun-

dant fruits in the future. IS'evertheless, we must

constantly bear in mind that—
" All as yet completed or begun

Is but the dawning that jjrecedes the sun."

Just now, the burning question before us is the

erection of a new building. Our friends must for-

give us if we speak repeatedly and strongly on

this matter. They should remember that the

immediate necessity for more room is so urgent

as to justify the repetition and the emphasis of the

plea.

We propose to enter at once upon the great

work of increasing our accommodations, fully

aware of the fact, that narrow and deep is
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the patliway in which we sliall have to tivad in

advancing toward the fulfihnent of tliis pui])ose,

and that we shall have to toil in season and out of

season before we reach the goal of our aspirations.

Others may falter or shrink before the magnitude

of this task, and be disposed to postpone its

accomplishment to some future time; but, so far

as I am concerned, while I feel the sharp grip of

the manifest and unquestioned necessity, I cannot

rest or keep silent. I consider myself under

orders which are peremptory, and admit of neither

excuse nor delay. I have no option. My duty to

the blind urges me to go forward; and go I must.

Want of time and lack of strength are of no

account; obstacles are nothing; indifference or

opposition on the part of others has no signifi-

cance whatever; possible failure is not to be

thought of. Though difficulties towered on every

side like mountains in my path, and though I were

left alone to conquer them, it would not matter.

The Avord of command rings like a bugle-blast,

and I must obey, or be false to the cause of the

little sightless children.

All which is respectfully submitted by

M. a:n^ag:n"os.
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THE REPORT OF TIIE MATROl^.

To Mr. M. Anagnos, Director'.

Sir : — I have the honor to present the following report

of the Pvindergarten for the Blind for the year ending

Sept. 30, 1890.

While we may be too near the beginning of the work to

realize large results, yet sufficient progress has been made

in three years to indicate its growing importance and

advantages.

At the commencement of another year, when we are

looking back upon the achievements of the past twelve

months, it would seem to be both wise and reasonable to

look toward the future also, and to consider whether the

present needs of our work do not point to the necessity of

increased facilities for meeting the growing demands upon

our infant institution. A forward movement in one direc-

tion we find to be of little avail, unless it is coupled with

"an advance all along the line." The acquisition of one

advantage involves almost of necessity the gain of other

advantages, without which the first is found to be incom-

plete.

This work was inaugurated to give to blind children

earl}/ kindergarten training; as early, if possil)le, as that

afforded to seeing children in the public kindergarten. It

aims to combine the elementary teaching of the school
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with the inonil training of the home, and such is the adapt-

ability of this system to teaching the l)lind, that we are

ready to believe that Froebcl must have especially consid-

ered this class when he devised his great natural method of

teaching. At all events, it is true that the kindergarten has

become an indispensable factor in the education of the

blind, and receives today more distinct and general recog-

nition among thoughtful educators than at any previous

time in the history of the movement.

It was on the first of May, 1887, that this school was

opened with ten children in attendance. During the past

year there have been forty-five pupils within our walls, and

w^e confidently expect in three years more to increase the

number to one hundred if proper accommodations should

be provided.

Notwithstanding various interruptions and adverse cir-

cumstances, there has been a fair degree of progress dur-

ing the past year. The classes are more thoroughly graded

and in a better classified form than in any previous year.

The method of work as now arranged provides for a course

of three years ; and we believe, that, with the exception of

very unusual cases, each child admitted here should com-

plete this course before attempting a higher grade of work.

In order to do this, it is necessary that Jitness, and not age,

should be made the standard of promotion. One of the

most serious interruptions to our work has been the trans-

fer of pupils at irregular times to the higher department at

South Boston, — pupils who were, save in the matter of

age, totally unfitted to go there. Of the nineteen who

were transferred last year, none had completed the course

here, and a very small percentage of those sent could

aSbrd to lose it. This promiscuous draft upon the mem-
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bers of the classes, irrespective of their merit, was a thing

to be deplored. It was discouraging to teachers and schol-

ars alike, as it tended to neutralize any systematic classifi-

cation, and was an obvious hindrance to procuring the

most valuable results from their work. We lament the

circumstances that made such removals necessary, and sin-

cerely hope that speedy measures will be devised to fur-

nish sufficient accommodations, so that new pupils may be

received without delays, and without the dire necessity of

removing, in order to make room for the new comers,

other pupils who ought to remain. The child may be too

old to receive the full benefit of kindergarten training. It

is preferable that the average age of pupils at the time of

their admission should be five or six years, rather than

seven or eight, as at present. The general disparity

observable among children of the same age conclusively

shows that the latter cannot fairly be made the test of pro-

motion, any more than it can decide the rank and place in

the class.

The children who come here are, as a rule, out of all

true proportion ; and it is almost inevital)le, under present

conditions, that there should be children nine and ten

years old in the kindergarten. It is not the infirmity of

blindness that thus delays their progress, but rather the

erroneous theory, held by many parents, that several

years of childhood must be irretrievably lost, and the nat-

ural powers of mind and body left to starve for want of

nourishment, exercise and occupation. The child with

bright mind and healthy body quickly outstrips the dull,

immature one ; and in many instances it requires the best

part of the first year's work here to start the arrested fiicul-

ties of the latter and the well-nigh paralyzed powers of
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speech and motion. A child who cannot turn the knol) of

a door with its nerveless, flahhy hand, who not only can

neither feed nor dress itself, but appears to lack the incli-

nation, a.s well as the strength, to do so, will suri)rise us

with extraordinary feats of memory. Such a child will

perhaps be able to repeat in their order the names of the

books of the Bible, and of the kings of England, besides

line upon line of prose and rhyme. It is painful to see

children of seven and eight years of age so needlessl}^ help-

less. If parents would follow the " Counsels to Parents

of Blind Children," as given by Dr. Howe in the forty-

third annual report of the Perkins Institution, we should

have the kindergarten work begun in the home nursery,

and it w^ould be an incalculable blessins:. Hence we

emphasize the fact that, in the absence of all this superior

training in the home, the kindergarten should have the

earlij direction of the blind child, in order to produce the

best results ; and we are sure it would add to the thor-

oughness of the wprk we desire to do here, if, in addition

to our present course of three years, there could be a

fourth year devoted to advanced elementary work, — that

is, to a combination of kindergarten training and primary

instruction. We should thus have an intermediate class,

forming a connecting link between the two grades of study.

Recognizing the law laid down by Froebel, that what

one tries to do he begins to understand, we wish the idea

could be carried into a greater number and variety of

manual exercises. Here indeed "touch is the master

sense," and the hand is its agent. Last year an attempt

was made to give some practice in this direction. A room

was set apart for the purpose, a box of carpenter's tools

was provided, with suitable pieces of wood, and one of
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the teachers gave such time as she could spare to teaching

several of the older boys the use of the simpler tools. All

esteemed it a high privilege to be allowed an hour in the

workshop, where, with hammer, plane and saw, they made

with their own hands their first box. But the prac-

tice was necessarily irregular, as no teacher could spare

from her regular work sufficient time to satisfy the grow-

ing demands of this new and popular occupation. If we

could have systematic instruction by a teacher of Sloyd,

we are sure that it would prove a valuable adjunct to the

fundamental training which the kindero^arten furnishes.

In the daily gymnastic exercises the teachers have

introduced the Swedish system, beginning with the first

set of instructions ; and it promises to be very effectual as

a method of physical training.

The musical instruction has prospered under the same

careful and painstaking supervision as heretofore ; and

again we find the younger pupils the most quickly

responsive, both with voice and hand. Twenty-five

pupils have had lessons on the piano during the year,

and the whole class receive daily instruction in singing.

The gift of a pianoforte from Rev. Geo. E. Ellis, D.D.,

was most gratefully appreciated in this department.

Nothing in the brief history of the kindergarten has

been more inspiring than the presence in the school of

Edith Thomas, who entered as a pupil on the 4th of

October, 1887, and whose progress has been watched

with loving solicitude and interest. On Feb. 1, 1890, she

was promoted to the girls' department at South Boston.

A second interrui)tion to the work of the past year was

an epidemic of scarlet-fever and measles, which began in

the month of March. Previously there had been two cases
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of pneumonia. In the first case the chihl was removed to

the Children's Hospital, and soon recovered. The .second

case, on account of the severity of the attack, was cared

for at the kindergarten. In this instance there was

speedy recovery. Dr. Broughton made forty-six profes-

sional visits during the year, and rendered many kind

services in addition. One very promising pupil, Charles

Henry Richardson, went to the hospital March 24, and

died March 27, of a malignant type of measles. Ilis age

was eight years and seven months. This was the only

loss by death during the year. There was one supposed

case of diphtheria sent to the hospital, but the patient

returned in ten days, his sickness proving to be only a

severe form of tonsilitis. The other cases of scarlet-fever

and measles were of a mild t3'pe, and the children were all

able to resume their accustomed phices at the beginning of

the last term, and the year closed with no further illness.

When we consider the prevalence of epidemic diseases

during the last winter, necessitating the temporary closing

of many public and private schools, there is reason for

thankfulness for the good degree of health enjoyed hy the

inmates of our institution, and for our avoidance of more

serious consequences. We would not fail to mention our

indebtedness to the Children's Hospital and the Boston

City Hospital for their prompt response to our cull in the

time of need, and for the unvarying courtesy and

sympathy of all the officers and attendants connected with

these institutions. These cases of illness have strengthened

our conviction of the absolute need of some place for the

complete and speedy isolation of patients. Oftentimes an

epidemic may be avoided in this way. The attending

physician cannot always decide the nature of a maladj' at



1G2

the first visit, and in the meantime the child needs careful

attention, and such complete separation of both patient

and attendant from the remaining members of the house-

hold as shall not endanger others, in case the sickness

should prove to be of an infectious character. We need a

I'oom with bathroom and attendant's chamber adjoining,

and wholly disconnected from the main part of the house.

Here the patient could be safely cared for, at the first

symptom of illness. If we could have such a place, the

danger of contagion would be almost entirely overcome.

Number of jjupils during the year, .... 45

Deaths, 1

Removed to South Boston, 19

Present number, 25

The ladies' visiting committee have been most devoted

and assiduous in their attentions to the kindergarten, and,

if their numerous suggestions for its advancement could be

lulfilled, it would greatly add to the capacity and facility

for carrying on the work. The substantial gifts of the

ladies' auxiliary society, and those given through their

instrumentality, are only one mark of their willingness to

aid in all future plans for promoting and increasing the

usefulness of this beneficent work.

On account of the unusual amount of sickness here,

the annual reception was omitted.

Many visitors and not a few distinguished strangers

have visited the kindergarten during the past year.

Among the number were many persons especially

interested in " education by work." None are more

welcome than the pupils of various kindergartens of the

city and vicinity, who come here with their teachers.

These merry children participate with their less fortu-

nate companions in the songs and games. Many beautiful
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and desirable models for use in the school-room have been

left to lis to show their interest in the cause. One little

girl who came here, said, during her visit, " I have fifteen

cents for the new building,— five from my sister, five from

my brother, and five from myself." (Her name was

Florence Bigelow.)

Mrs. Aldrich, of Springfield, Mass., makes an annual

pilgrimage to Boston with her normal class of kindergart-

ners. They visit Miss Peabody and the kindergarten for

the blind " for inspiration ; " and many another visitor has

expressed the same sense of obligation for the helpful

lessons derived from a visit to the kindergarten.

Respectfully submitted,

ISABEL GREELEY,
Oct. 1, 1890, Matron,

LIST OF CHILDREN.*

Almy, Lilian.

Colyar, Amy II.

Griffin, Martha.

Heap, Myra.

Kennedy, Nellie A.

Matthews, Clara.

Muldoon, Sophia J.

Newton, Eldora B.

O'Neal, Katie.

Puffer, Mildred E.

Saunders, Emma E.

Simpson, Robertba G.

Wagner, Grace.

Wagner, M. Alice.

Amadou, Charles H.

Dodge, Wilbur F.

L'Abb6, Harry.

Lawton, George.

Levin, Bernard.

Martello, Antonio.

Roebford, Francis J.

Searles, Aloysius.

Vaughn, William M;

Walsh, Frederick V.

Younge, William Leon.

While this report was in press, another pupil, Willie Elizabeth Robin, a blind

deaf-mute from Texas, was added to the number.
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ACKKO^XEDG^klEXTS.

Among the pleasant duties incident to the close of the year

is that of expressing our heartfelt thanks and grateful acknowl-

edgments to the following artists, litterateurs, societies, pro-

prietors, managers, editors and publishers, for concerts and

various musical entertainments, for operas, oratorios, lectures,

readings, and for an excellent supply of periodicals and weekly

papers, minerals and specimens of various kinds.

As I have said in pre^ious reports, these favors are not only

a source of pleasure and happiness to our pupils, but also a

valuable means of aesthetic culture, of social intercourse, and

of mental stimulus and improvement. So far as we know,

there is no community in the world which does half so much for

the gratification and improvement of its unfortunate members

as that of Boston does for our pupils.

I. — Acknoifledgvients for Concerts and Operas in the City.

To Mr. Eugene Tompkins, proprietor, and Mr. Henry A.

McGlenen, manager, of the Boston Theatre, we are under

great and continued obligations for a pass admitting parties

above fifty in number to thirty-two operas.

To Mr. Henry Lee Higginson, through Mr. Charles A. Ellis,

for forty tickets to one Young People's popular concert.

To the Handel and Haydn Societ}', through its president, Mr.

A. Parker Browne, for an average of sixty-seven tickets to each

of three oratorio rehearsals.

To the Apollo Club, through its secretary, Mr. Arthur Reed,

for six tickets to each of six concerts.
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To the Cecilia, through its sccictary, Mr. Edward Pelham

Dodd, for an average of fourteen tickets to each of four con-

certs.

To an anonymous friend, for four tickets to one Cecilia con-

cert.

To the Boston Singers' Society, through its secretary, Mr. F.

II. Katcliffe, for six tickets to each of three concerts.

To Prof. Carl Baerman, for twenty-eight season tickets to six

chamber concerts.

To Mr. Leo Goldmark, for an average of forty-one tickets to

each of two pianoforte recitals given by Dr. Ilans Von Biilow.

To IMessrs. Henry F. Miller & Co., for admission to P2mil

Zoch's pianoforte recital. To the same, for ten tickets to Miss

Neally Stevens' pianoforte recital.

To INIr. Stafford, for thirty-one tickets to a concert by the

Beacon Orchestral Club.

To Mattapannock Lodge, No. 472, K. of H., for twenty

tickets to Miss INIcDonald's concert.

To Friendship Lodge, No. 125, K. and L. of H., for twenty

tickets to the same.

To Rev. J. J. Lewis, pastor of the Broadway Universalist

Church, for a general invitation to all concerts and other enter-

tainments given before that society.

To the St. John's M. E. Church, through its treasurer, Mr.

P. II. Elton, for admission to a course of lectures and concerts.

//. — AcJcnowledgments for Concerts, Lectures and Readings

given in oiir Ball.

For a series of recitals, concerts and readings given from

time to time in the music hall of the institution, we are greatly

indebted to the following artists :
—

To Mr. Carl Faelton, for one pianoforte recital.

To Miss Edith Abell, assisted b\^ her pupils and ]Miss Crom-

bey, reader, for one concert.
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To Mr. George J. Parker, tenor, and Mr. Arthur Whiting,

pianist, for one concert. To the same, assisted by Mrs. F. A.

Flanders, reader, for one concert. To the same, and Mr.

Arthur Foote, pianist, for one concert.

To Mr. John S. Dwight and Rev. Edward Everett Hale, for

one lecture each.

To Mrs. F. A. Flanders, reader, for two evenings* entertain-

ments.

///. — Acknowledgments for Books, Specimens, etc.

For various books, specimens, etc., we are indebted to the

following friends :
—

To Mrs. Mary W. Manning of Brooklyn, New York, J. Clark

Murray, Montreal, and the Society for Providing Evangelical

Religious Literature for the Blind.

i

IV. — Acknowledgments for Periodicals and Newspapers.

The editors and publishers of the following reviews, maga-

zines and semi-monthly and weekly papers, continue to be very

kind and liberal in sending us their publications gratuitously,

which are always cordially welcomed and perused with interest :
—

The N. E. Journal of Education,

The Atlantic, .

Boston Home Journal,

Youth's Companion,

Our Dumb Animals, 2 copies.

The Christian,

The Christian Register,

The Musical Record,

The Musical Herald,

The Folio,

Littell's Living Age,

Unitarian Review,

Boston, Mass.
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The Wutchinan, ....
Ziou's Herald, ....
The INIissionary Herald, .

The Well-Spring, ....
The Salem Register,

The Century, .....
St. Nicholas, .....
The Journal of Speculative Philosophy,

The Manufacturer and Builder,

American Annals of the Deaf, .

The Etude,

Church's Musical Journal,

The Messenger, . . . Ala.

Goodson Gazette, . Va. Inst, for

Tablet, . . West Va. Inst. "

Good Health, . . . .
,

.

L'Auiico dei Ciechi,....
Valentin Haiiy, a French monthly, .

Boston^ Mass.

Salem, Mass.

New York, N. Y.

Washington^ D. C.

Philadelphia y Pa.

Cincinnati, 0.

Academy for the Blind.

Deaf-Mutes and Blitid.

. Battle Creek, Mich.

. Flcrrence, Italy.

. Paris, France.

I desire again to render the most hearty thanks, in behalf of

all our pupils, to the kind friends who have thus nobly remem-

bered them. The seeds which their friendly and generous

attentions have sown have fallen on no barren ground, but will

continue to bear fruit in after years ; and the memory of many

of these delightful and instructive occasions and valuable gifts

will be retained through life.

M. ANAGNOS.
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ANALYSIS OF MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT.

Meat, 30,989 pounds, .

Fish, 4,169 pounds.

Butter, 6,283 pounds, .

Rice, sago, etc., .

Bread, flour and meal, .

Potatoes and other vegetables.

Fruit, ....
Milk, 32,987 quarts, .

Sugar, 8,758 pounds, .

Tea and coffee,

Groceries,

Gas and oil.

Coal and wood,

Sundry articles of consumption.

Wages and domestic service.

Salaries, superintendence and instr

Outside aid,

.

Medicine and medical aid.

Furniture and bedding.

Clothing and mending, .

Stable, hay, oats, etc., .

Musical instruments.

Boys' shop, .

Books, stationery, etc.,

Construction and repairs,

Taxes and insurance, .

Travelling expenses,

Sundries,

uction,

$2,755 77

221 69

1,501 19

18 81

1,485 56

859 59

497 97

1,805 36

595 06

258 45

977 15

545 00

2,967 20

818 48

4,889 00

21,743 29

292 51

129 00

1,836 59

104 32

196 75

147 80

601 60

1,670 30

5,860 40

715 36

80 99

202 18

$53,777 37
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WORK DEPARTMENT, OCT. 1, 1890.

Statement.

Amount due Perkins Institution from the first date, . $45,622 41

Excess of receipts over expenditures, . . . 578 78

$45,043 63

Cash received during the year, .... $18,502 26

Salaries and wages paid blind people, . $4,162 52

Salaries and wages paid seeing people, . 3,019 39

Amount paid for rent, stock and sundries, 10,741 57

17,923 48

$578 78

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1889, . . . $6,334 03

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1890, $3,368 52

Receivable bills, . . 2,959 15

. 6,327 67

6 36

Gain, $572 42
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The following account exliibits the state of the property as

entered upon the books of tiie institution Oct 1, IHDO: —

Real E.ttaf.e yielding Ineome.
Building 10 Ilayward place, .

lUiilding "io** and 2.")2 Purchase street,

iUiililing 20.0 and 207 Congress street,

House 1 1 Oxford street, .

Houses 412, 414, 416 Fifth street,

House oo? Fourth stret't.

Houses 541 and 54:3 Fourth street.

Houses 557 and 559 Fourth street,

Houses 583 and 589 F^ourth

street, .... $21,200 00
Less mortgage, . . 6,750 00

House 99 and 101 IT street,

Real Estate used by the Institution.

Real estate used for school purposes.
South Boston, .....

Real estate used for school purposes,
.Jamaica Plain, .....

Unimproved laud, South Boston,

Mortgage notes.

Railroad Stock.

Boston & Providence R. R., 30 shares,

value,

Fitehburg R. R., Preferred, 70 shares,

value,

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R., 100
shares, value, . . . . .

Boston & jNIaine R. R., 31 shares, value.

Railroad Bonds.
Eastern R R , one 6% bond, value,

.

Boston & Lowell li. R , one 5% bond,
value,

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R., 27

4s, value,

Chicago, Burlington & Northern R R.,

14 5s, value,

Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council BlufTs

R. R., 5 7s, value,

St Paul, Minnesota & Manitoba R R., 10
4s, value,

Amounts carriedforward.

?47,000 00
44,000 00
59,000 00
8,000 00
9,900 00
4,800 00
9,600 00

15,500 00

14,460 00
3,300 00

$5,790 00

6,222 20

13,708 04
3,938 96

$1,270 00

1,000 00

26,190 00

14,416 88

6,375 00

8,800 00

$215,550 00

246,277 00

74,919 00
9,975 00

139,000 00

29,659 20

$58,051 88 : $715,380 20
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Amounts brought forioard, .

Kansas City, Clinton & Springfield R. R.,

3 5s, value,

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R.,

1 5%, value,

Atchinson, Topeka & Santa Fe R. R.,

I'd 4s, value,

Atchinson, Topeka & Santa Fe R. R

,

income bonds, 5,oOU os, . . .

Cash,
Household furniture, South Boston,
Household furniture, Jamaica Plain,

Provisions and .suj^plies. South Boston, .

Provisions and supplies, Jamaica Plain,

Coal, South Boston,
Coal, Jamaica Plain, ....

Work Dcx>artment.
Stocks and bills receivable,

Musical Department.
One large organ,
Four small organs,
Forty-nine pianos,

Brass instruments,
Violins,

Musical librarv.

Priiiling Department.
Stock and machinery,
Books,
Stereotype plates, ....
School furniture and apparatus.
Library of books in common type, .

Library of books in embossed type,

Bo3-s' shop.
Stable and tools,

158,051 88

3,051 25

1,000 00

11,470 50

3,850 00

$15,000 00
4,500 00

766 23
98 68

>,843 00
744 00

$4,000 00
200 00

10,000 00
500 00
35 00

600 00

$3,081 00
13,247 00
10,043 00

$3,050 00
12,206 00

1715,380 20

77,423 63

60,415 35

19,500 00

864 91

3,587 00

6,327 67

15,335 00

26,371 00
7,000 00

15,256 00
91 25

505 00

$948,057 01
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Tlie foregoing: pi"oi)erty represents tlu; I'ollcjwing funds and

balanees, and is answerable for the same :
—

Infititution Fn nds

,

General fund of the institution,

Harris fund,....
Richard Perkins fund,

Cash in treasury,

Printing Fund.
Capital
Surplus for building ])urposes,

Kindergarten Ftinds.

Helen C. Bradlee fund,
Sidney Bartlett legacy,
George Edward Downs legacy,
Mary Williams legacy,
E. T. Loring legacy, .

Ellen M. Giflbrd legacy, .

Mrs. Geo. W. Wales fund.
Funds from other donations, .

Cash in trea.smy.

Buildings, imiraproved real estate and
personal property in use for the insti-

tution at South Boston,

Land, buildings and personal property

in use for the kindergarten at flamaiea

Plain, . . . .

fl2G,478 84
80,000 00
20,000 00

$107,500 00
27,653 99

$40,000 00
10,000 00
3,000 00
5,000 00
5,000 00
5,000 00
10,000 00
22,000 00

$226,478 84
26,284 59

135,153 99

100,000 00

34,130 76

345,747 15

80,261 68

,057 01

Total amount of property belonging to

the kindergarten,

Total amount of proi)erty belonging to

the institution proper, ....
$214,392 44

733,664 57

$948,057 01
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE KINDERGARTEN.

For the Year ending Sept. 30, 1890.

Keceipts.

Donations, $1,757 50

Mrs. Geoi«ge W. Wales fund, . 10,000 00

Legacies—
E. T. Loring, . . . $5,000 00

Mrs. Ellen M. Gifford,

through Rev. George E.

Ellis, 5,000 00

10,000 00

Endowment fund, . . . $21,757 50

Annual Subscriptions through Ladies'

Auxiliary Aid Society, . . .$1,917 10

Contributions,

For curi-ent expenses.

Donations for new building.

Board and tuition.

Rents,

Income from investments, .

Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1889, .

Expenses.

Maintenance, .....
Insui'ance and repairs on houses let.

Invested,

1,210 97

Total expenses.

Due on contract for grading

3,128 07

38 15

3,663 10

697 00

5,703 75

16,375 91

$51 363 AQ

$7,676 54

206 18

9,350 00

$17,232 72

2,000 00

19,232 72

Balance Oct. 1, 1890, J, 130 76
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PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE KINDERGARTEN.

Helen C. Bradlee fund,

Mrs. George W. Wales fund.

Legacies—
Sidney Bartlett,

George Edward Downs,
Mary Williams,

E. T. Loring, .

E. M. Gifibrd, .

Funds from othei" donations,

Endowment fund,

Cash in treasury,

.$40,000 00

10,000 00

10,000 00

3,000 00

5,000 00

5,000 00

5,000 00

22,000 00

Land, buildings and personal property at Jamaica Plain,

$100,000 00

34,130 76

80,261 68

Total amount of property belonging to the Kinder-

garten, $214,392 44
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KINDERGARTEN ENDOWMENT FUND.

List or Contributors

From Sept. 30, 1889, to Oct. 1, 1890.

A friend of the little blind children, additional,

Brooks, Mrs. Francis, sixth contribution from sale

of "Heidi," ....
Brooks, Mrs. Francis, seventh contribution from

sale of " Heidi,"

Brown, Miss H. Louisa, third contribution,

Burnham, Mrs. John A.,

Class in Shepard Memorial Church, Cambridge

Miss A. E. Hilton's, third contribution,

Curtis, Mrs. Greeley S.,

F., C. A.,

Field, Mrs. N. M., Monsou, fourth contribution,

Foster, Miss C. P., Cambridge, second contribution,

Gooding, Alfred, ....
Green, Charles, ....
Haven, Mrs. Lucy B., Lynn,

Hooper, Mrs. James R.,

Jenks, Miss C. E., sixth contribution.

Kindergarten at Florence,

Kindergarten at Hyde Park, Miss Stevens',

Kindergarten at Newton Lower Falls, Mrs. N. C

Sweetser's, .....
Kindergarten at Warrenton Street Chapel,

L., S. E.,

Amount carried forward,

$50 00

130 11

44 55

5 00

100 00

4 00

100 00

5 00

100 00

20 00

25 00

25 00

30 00

10 00

5 00

5 00

2 00

5 79

6 60

200 00

!73 05
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Amount brought forward, . . . . S873 05

" Little Folks," of Miss Sampson's School, Charles-

town, eighth contribution, ..... 6 75

Morse, Miss INIargaret F., . . . . . 5 00

Proceeds of sale by Theodora Irving Knight, Eleanor

G. Gray, Edith Rotch, Clara AVinthrop, Marianne

Appleton, Ruth AVilliams, Emily Reed, Bessie

Seabury, Margaret Winthrop, Ethel Stockton,

Marjory Appleton, and Sarah Bremer, . . 340 85

Proceeds of entertainment at Mr. Brooks', and

sundry donations, ...... 300 00

Rotch, Miss INIary, ...... 5 00

Sale of curios, . . . . . . . 1 10

Shuman, Lillie, May Davenport and Susie Seaver, . 10 00

Sunday-school class. West Gardner, Miss Nettie M.

Fairbanks, . . . . . . . 15 75

Sunday-school class in Unitarian Church, Neponset,

Miss M. R. Leavitt's, 100 00

Thorndike, Mrs. J. H., eighth contribution, . . 100 00

61,757 50

From trustees of the estate of Mrs. Ellen M. Gifford,

late of New Haven, by request of Mrs. George

W. Wales, 10,000 00
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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES.

Annual subscriptions through the Ladies' Auxiliary

Aid Society, Mrs, John L. Gardner, treasurer,

A friend, .......
A little girl's Lenten savings, second contribution,

Balfour, Miss Mary D. third contribution,

Bradbury, Miss Alice C, proceeds of entertainment

Cash, . . . . . .

Cole, Dorman W., Plainfield, Vt., .

Coolidge, Mrs. J. T., Jr., annual, .

D., L. W. and M. M. D., annual, .

Easter offertory, Trinity church, ...
Entertainment at Mrs. Francis S. Hesseltine's

Melrose, .......
Fay, Miss S. M., annual, ....
Field, Mrs. E. E. V., annual.

First Unitarian Congregational Society, New Bed

ford, fifth contribution, ....
Glover, Miss A., second contribution.

Glover, Miss C. L., second contribution.

Glover, J. B., annual, .....
Goodman, Richard, Lenox, annual,

Gunnison, Miss, ......
Harvard student, ......
Higgiuson, Waldo, third contribution,

Rowland, Mrs. Z. C, third contribution,

Hunnewell, F. "W., fifth contribution,

lasigi. Miss Mary V., third contribution,

Jackson, Mrs. J. B. S., seventh contribution,

Kindergarten at Cambridgeport, Miss Chamberlain's,

$1,917 10

4 50

2 75

5 00

G 00

75

1 35

10 00

50 00

6 00

88 75

10 00

5 00

50 00

25 00

25 00

100 00

10 00

5 00

5 18

10 00

25 00

50 00

10 00

25 00

2 00

Amount carried forward, !,449 ,38
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Amount brought forward, $2,449 38

Kindergiirtcn at Newark, N. J., Miss Isabel Merry's,

Kiudergarten, "NValpole Street, through Miss C. E

Carr,........
Kindergarten at Somerville, Miss R. Porter's,

Kramer, Henry C, second contribution,

Lillie's savings, ......
Lowell, Miss Lucy, annual, ....
Lyman's, Miss, school, .....
Meyer, Mrs. George von L., third contribution,

Montgomery, AVilliara, annual,

Newell, Mrs. jM. Abbie, second contribution, .

Porter, Mrs. H. A.,

Primrose Club, Dorchester, ....
Private school, Charlestowu, Miss Sampson's, sev

enth contribution, .....
Sunday-school at Blue Hill, ....
Sunday-school of the First Church, Boston, fifth

contribution, ......
Sundaj'-school of the Unitarian church, Littleton

fourth contribution, .....
Thorndike, Mrs. J. H., annual,

Wainwright, Miss R., annual,

Wales, George W., annual, ....
Wales, Miss M. A., annual, ....
Warren, Mrs, J. Sullivan, annual,

.

Whitehead, Miss Mar}', annual,

Whiting, Mrs. S. B.,

Whitwell, S. n., third contribution,

Whitwell, Miss S. L., third contribution,

Wilder, Miss ]\[arjone (six and one-half years)

Ipswich), .......
Wood, Miss C, third contribution.

10 10

3 00

1 10

25 00

1 00

10 00

103 00

50 00

25 00

25 00

1 00

61 00

6 00

7 22

109 27

5 00

10 00

5 00

100 00

25 00

20 00

10 00

10 00

25 00

25 00

1 00

5 00

S3,128 07
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FOR THE NEW BUILDING.

Bigelow, Florence, and sister,

Charles, Mrs. M. C, sixth contribution,

Green, Mrs. Fanny A., .

Kindergarten at Brighton, Mi's. Rust's, .

Marrett, Miss Helen M., third contribution,

•

$0 15

25 00

1 00

2 00

10 00

15

Since the above list was completed, we have received from

Mrs. Mary E. Ferris of Brookline, a donation of $500 for the

kindergarten and $1,000 for the institution, as a memorial of

her late husband.

All contributors to the fund are respectfully requested to peruse

the above list, and to repjort either to Edward Jackson, Treas-

urer, Mo. 146 Franklin Street, Boston, or to the Director,

M. Anagnos, South Boston, any omissions or inaccuracies

which they may find in it.

EDWARD JACKSON, Treasiirer.

No. 146 Franklin Street, Boston.

^t^/fn'tzu>c€'

tyi'iri.di^cc Cut^n- Acid-e^oa-iS n<i44- un/tn^.

^em- 'lii'Cui i^f ^^'Ci? u-U'O'Ccuyrviz.

.
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LIST OF EMBOSSED BOOKS,

Printed at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts

School for the Bund.

TITLK OF BOOK.

Rook of Psalms,
New Testament, .......
Book of Common Praver, .....
Baxter's Call, . .

'

Hymns for the Blind,

Natm'al Theol()<:;y, .......
* Selections from the \\'orks of Swedenborg,
Biographical Sketches of Distinguished Persons, .

Biographical Sketch of George Eliot, ...
Memoir of Dr. Samuel G. Howe, ....
Howe's Cyclopasdia,
Latin Selections, .

Combe's Constitution of Man, ....
Cutter's Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene, .

" Life and her Children," or a Reader of Natural History
Geometrical Diagrams,
Wentworth's Grammar-school Arithmetic,
Huxley's Science Primers, Introductoiy,
Higginson's Young Folks' History of the United States

Constitution of the United States, ....
Dickens's Child's History of England, .

Freeman's History of Europe, ....
Schmitz's Histoiy of Greece, .....
Schmitz's History of Home, .....
The Peasant and the Prince,
Washington and his Country,.....
Gnyot's Geography, ......
Scribner's Geographical Reader, ....
American Prose, .

Most Celebrated Diamonds, by Julia R. Anagnos,
Dickens's Christmas Carol, with extracts from Pick-

wick,
Dickens's David Copperiield, ....
Dickens's Old Curiosity Sho]},

P'merson's Essays, ......
Extracts from British and American Literature,

George Eliot's Story of flanet's Repentance, .

George Eliot's Silas ]\hirner, .

Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield,
Hawthorne's Scarlet Letter, .

Hawthorne's Tanglewood Tales,
Scott's Qucntin Durward,

l?> 00
7 50
.3 00
2 50
2 00
4 00

00
25
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
40

6 00
2 50
3 00

50
00
00
00
50
00
50

3 00
15 00
12 00
3 00
5 00
3 00
3 50
3 00
5 00
4 00
6 00

* Printed by the donor for free distribution.
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List of Embossed Books—Continued.

TITLE OF BOOK.
^ o

Scott's Talisman,
The Deacon's Week,
The Last Days of Pompeii, by Edward Bulwer Lytton,
Stra}^ Chords, by Julia R, Anagnos,
Bryant's Poems, .......
Byron's Hebrew Melodies, and Childe Harold
Poetry of BjTon, selected by Matthew Arnold,
Holmes's Poems,
Longfellow's Evangeline,
Longfellow's Evangeline, and other poems,
Longfellow's Hiawatha, .

Lowell's Poems,
Milton's Paradise Lost, .

Pope's Essay on Man, and other poems,
Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel, and 37 other poems,
Shakespeare's Hamlet and Julius Ctesar,

Shakespeare's King Henry Fifth, .

Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, .

Tennyson's In Memoriam, and other poems,
Whittier's Poems,
Longfellow's Birthday, by Julia R. Anagnos,
Commemoration Ode, by H. W. Stratton,

Juvenile Books.
Script and point alphabet sheets, per hundred.
Braille Primer,
An Eclectic Primer,
Child's First Book, .

Child's Second Book,
Child's Third Book,
Child's Fourth Book,
Child's Fifth Book, .

Child's Sixth Book, .

Child's Seventh Book,
Youth's Lilirary, volume 1,

Youth's Library, volume 2,

Youth's Library, volume 3,

Youth's Library, volume 4,

Youth's Library, volume 5,

Youth's Library, volume 6,

Youth's Library, volume 7,

Youth's Library, volume 8,

Anderson's Stories and Tales,

.

Bible Stories in Bible Language, by Emilie Poulsson,
Children's Fairy Book, by M. Anagnos,
Eliofs Six Arabian Nights,
Heidi : translated from the German by Mrs. Brooks,
Kingsley's Greek Heroes,
Little Lord Fauntleroy, .

Little Women, by Louisa M. Alcott,

$6 00
25

9 00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
25
10

00
75
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
00
00
50

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

3

3

2

3 00
5 00
2 50
3 00
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List of Emhossed Books =— Concluded.

H
o. u

TITLK OF r.OOK.

Lodge's Twelve Popular Tales, ..... $2 00
Stories for Little Headers, by Emilie Poulsson, 40
The Blind Brother, .'.... 2 00
The Little Ones' Story Book, 40
The Queen of the Pirate Isle, 40
The Story of a Short Life, by J. IL Ewiug, 2 00
The Story of Patsy, . \ . . . oO
What Katy Did, by Susan Coolidge, 2 50

JMusic.

A few German Chorals of J. S. Bach, .... 50
Burgmuller's Exercises, .... 75
Cramer's Piano Studies, .... 1 50
Key to Braille's Musical Xotation, 35
Arijan's Method for the Cornet and Sax-Horn, 1 00
Exercises in Harmony, ..... 25
Forty-five Hymn Tunes, .... 50
Gurlitt's Studies, 75
Heller's Progressive Studies, 75
Opus 2(51, by Czerny, 1 00
Loeschhorn's Progressive Studies, 25
jMusical Characters used by the Seeing, 35
Scala's Vocal Exercises, .... 50
Scherzo,........ 05
The Bridal Rose— Overture, 50
The Color-Guard March, .... 25
Tiie Little Rose Waltz, 25
Twelfth Andante and Waltz, by Charles Bach, 10

Urbaeh's Pi'ize Piano School, 2 4 00

N. B. The prices ia the above list are set down per SET, not per volume.
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LIST OF APPLIANCES AND TANGIBLE APPARATUS

Made at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts

School for the Blind.

Geography.

/. — Wall Maps.

size, 42 by 52 inches.1. The Hemispheres, .

2. United States, Mexico and Canada,

3. North America,

4. South America,

5. Europe,

6. Asia,

7. Africa, .

8. The World on Mercator's Projection,

Each, $35 ; or the set, $280.

II. — Dissected Ma'ps.

1. Eastern Hemisphere, . . . size, 30 by 3G inches.

2. Western Hemisphere,

3. North America,

4. United States,

5. South America,

6. Europe,

7. Asia,

8. Africa, .

Each, $23 ; or the set, $184.

These maps are considered, in point of workmanship, accu-

racy and distinctness of outline, durability and beauty, far

superior to all thus far made in Europe, or in this country.
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"The New England Journal of Kdueation " says, "They
are very strong, present a fine, bright surface, and are au orna-

ment to any school-room,"

///. — Pin Maps.

Cushions for pin maps and diagrams, . . . each, SO 75

Arithmetic.

Ciphering-boards made of brass strips, nickel-

plated, each, 83 00

Ciphering-types, nickel-plated, per hundred, . 1 00

"Writing.

Grooved writing-cards, ..... each, $0 05

Braille tablets, with metallic bed, . . . " 1 50

Braille French tablets, with cloth bed, . . . " 1 00

Braille new tablets, with cloth bed, . . . " 1 00




