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BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN PHARMACY

Boston, Mass., November 30, 1928.

To William F. Craig, Director of Registration.

Sir:
*•

The forty-third annual report of the Board of Registration in Pharmacy is
J

respectfully submitted.

From the first day of December 1927 to the thirtieth day of November 1928 -

inclusive, applicants were examined as shown by the following table:

Examinations For Registration as Pharmacists

Date Number Number
examined passed

January 24 60 ^ 21
February 21 52 20
March 27 56 23

May 29 ZZZZI-ZZZZ 64 ZZZIIJZITJZ 22
June 27 63 26
October 9 54 15

Totals 407 154

Examinations For Registration as Assistants

March 1 61 _ 31

June 28
;

64_ . 21

Totals 125 . 52

The following table shows the number of successful applicants who had
either graduated from a recognized college of pharmacy or were students in

such college:

—

Registered Eezistered
Pharmacists Assistants

Totnl number of persons registered .,
154 52

Number of graduate? passing 59 5

Number of undergraduates passing 33 25
Percentage of coLege trained men passing 59.7% _ 57.6%

Registration of Pharmacists by Reciprocity

The following table shows the registration of persons as Pharmacists by
interstate reciprocity

:

Number
Reciprocal state registered

New Hampshire 4

Rhode Island . 6

. .
*24

("jn-ludeb- 2 pending from previous year)

Financial Statement

The following table shows the net amount received from fees and paid into

the Treasury of the Commonwealth:

Amount recaived for Permits @ $5. $12,395.00

Amount received for Liquor Certificates @ $5. 4,755.00

Amount received for Examinations (Ist exam.) @ $5. 1,495.00

Amount rcpei'-ed for Examirjaticns (re exam.) © 5;.3. 1,106.00

Amount received for Re.4i"stration by Reciprocity @ $10. . 220.00

Amount receA^ed for Duvi'icate Certificates @ $5. . 100.00

Amount received for Certified Statements @ $1. 33.00

Total, $20,104.00

Fees paid for permits, liquor certificates and reciprocity are returned if the

applicants are refused.
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Expenditures u

The following amounts were appropriated and expended for salaries and
expenses pf the members and agent:

—

Salaries of the Board,
, $4,050.00

Salary of the Aeent,
, 2!28o!oO

Travel of the Board and Aerent, 4I5OO.OO

Total, $10,830.00

Office expenses and salaries of stenographers (amounting approximately to

$5,000) are included in the Budget of the Director of Registration.

Summary

Meetings
Number of meetings held for examinations . 9
Number of meetings held for hearings and other business 34

Total number of meetings 43

Hearings

On violations of State laws based upon court convictions . 35
On violations of Federal regulations . 28
On violations reported by the agent „ , 4
On applications for drug store permits, liquor certificates, reciprocity, etc. 66

Total number of hearings, 133

Findings

Drug store permits suspended or revoked . 23
Personal registration certificates suspended 10
Cases placed on probation (and filed) . , 13
Cases placed on file . 14
Cases dismissed . 6
Permits refused (not granted upon any re-application) ^ 12
Liquor certificates refused (not granted upon any re-application) 30

At the time of closing this report there are 1,920 drug stores in operation.

This is but four more than the total reported last year but it includes many
changes. New stores opened have been 57, and 53 have been closed.

It may be assumed that the great care in issuing permits has safeguarded
the public from stores opening for other than legitimate pui-poses. The activi-

ty of the Board in prosecuting complaints has also served as a warning.

Before issuing any new permit the Board thoroughly investigates the con-

ditions set foith in the application.

There has been much discussion over a decision rendered by the United

States Supreme Court during the year to the effect that the pharmacy law of

Pennsylvania was unconstitutional in restricting ownership of drug stores

to pharmacists. The opinion has been held by many that this decision affected

the laws of this State but a close study of the situation has convinced this

Board that such is not a fact. The laws of Pennsylvania were specific in re-

quiting stores to be owned by one or more registered pharmacists. The statute

of Massachusetts makes the issuance of drug store permits discretionary with

the Board. It provides that the Board shall be satisfied that "the management
of the drug business is in the hands of a registered pharmacist." The duty

has thus been imposed upon the Board to use its discretion, and in so doing

it has been obliged to withhold permits from stores where it has had reason

to believe the business was not to be managed by registered pharmacists. Each

application is acted upon individually and all the facts taken into careful

consideration.

Permits are not issued to new stores until a schedule of the hours that the

store is to be covered by registered or registered-assistant clerks is submitted

and found satisfactory. The statute prohibits the dispensing of prescriptions

and the selling of potent drugs in the absence of a registered or registered-

assistant pharmacist. The selling of other then householdgpemedies and pro-

prietary medicines by unregistered clerks is a violation wnich is punishable

by law. It is obviously in the interests of public welfare that there should be
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qualified service in drug stores at all times. It is also a protection to the
proprietor for the Board to insist that he properly cover his store before
issuing a drug store permit to him.

The president and one other member of the Board attended the annual con-

vention of the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy held at Portland
on August 20th and 21st. This Association comprises 47 states having an
interchange of certificates. Rhode Island, California and New Jersey have
been added to the list of reciprocal states during the year.

The object of these conventions is principally to establish uniform pharmacy
laws especially with reference to requirements for registration. This State

now falls below the standard recommended by the Association in that an appli-

cant for registration is not required to be a graduate from a college of

pharmacy. The Board recommends that such legislation be adopted by
Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

William R. Acheson, President.

Charles W. King, Secretary.

Frederick W. Archer.

William Hardie.

Leon C. Ellis.


