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KEPORT OF COMMISSIONERS.

The Wachusett ^Mountain State Reservation Commission,

created under section 1 of chapter 378, Acts of 1899, hereby

submits its first annual report.

The commission was created on July 5, 1899, the object

being to acquire for a State resei-^'ation the property known

as AVachusett Mountain, as well as other adjacent property

which should be deemed desirable in order to carry out the

intent of the Commonwealth to provide a fitting and credit-

able public park for the free use of its inhabitants.

Your commissioners assumed their duties without unneces-

sary delay, and proceeded to make proper surveys and plans

of the mountain property and such other lands as by virtue

of their location were in the opinion of the Board necessary

and desirable to form a natural or reasonable boundary to

the mountain base. These surveys were carefully made

under the supervision of Mr. Harold Parker, one of the

Board of Commissioners, the work being performed by Mr.

Guy H. Chase and his assistants. Great care was necessary

in making the same, requiring considerable time and re-

search, but early in January of the present year they were

completed to the satisfaction of your commissioners.

The titles to the property finally purchased were then ex-

amined and approved, and on April 17, 1900, the property

known as the TTachusett Mountain, containing approxi-

mately 533 acres, bounded and described as shown by plan

accompanying this report, was purchased of the Beaman
heirs by your commissioners, in behalf of the Commonwealth,

for the sum of $20,060. This purchase included the moun-
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tain proper with the exception of a ravine situated upon the

southerly side of same, which in the opinion of your com-

missioners was very desirable, forming, as it did, a pleasing

and attractive feature in the contemplated park system, and

w^hich, if not included within our present boundaries, would

leave an objectionable encroachment upon same in the hands

of private individuals. The ravine referred to was the prop-

erty of Samuel F. Mason and Thomas H. Russell, and has

been taken by your commissioners under the authority

granted by chapter 378 of the Acts of the year 1899. This

taking increased the area of the reservation to 563.51 acres.

The above-named properties represent all that has been

acquired. Since the purchase of the same many improve-

ments have been made, which are fnlly set forth in the re-

port of the superintendent, attached hereto, and to which

reference is respectfully made.

The accompanying plan and profile show the grades and

alignment of the mountain road. Special attention is di-

rected to that portion of the road known as the " Ox Bow,"

which is in some respects the most dangerous portion of the

roadway. Plans are under consideration for overcoming the

extreme curve at this point, but they have not sufficiently

matured to admit of a report at this time.

Too much importance cannot be attached to the necessity

for early action in the direction of securing several tracts

adjoining the mountain, and which form a natural part of

a perfect park system, before their beauty and desirability

for park purposes are destroyed by cutting off the trees now
standing thereon. Still stronger arguments for early ac-.

tion are presented by the fact that much of the present

reservation is approachable only by passing over private

property, which it is the desire of your commissioners to

acquire. Reference to the appended report of the superin-

tendent, together with the accompanying map, on a scale of

600 feet to the inch, showing the present holding of the State

and the relation of the property embraced in the limits, of

the reservation to the roads and outljdng properties, indi-

cates clearly the defects in the present reservation boun-

daries, and points out the fact that but 890 feet out of a total
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of 23,553 feet of reservation base boundary line is accessible

to the public except by trespass upon private property.

The purchase of these private properties will greatly en-

hance the value of the park system for public uses, and give

easy access and exit at various points ; while in its present

condition practically but one means of entrance or exit over

the property of the Commonwealth exists.

The wisdom of the State in purchasing the mountain for

a park adapted to the purposes of recreation and pleasure

has been fully demonstrated, and the appreciation of the

people proved by their abundant use of their privileges.

The presence of hundreds of people daily on the mountain

during the summer and early fall is ample proof of the value

of a place of such natural interest and beauty for a park. It

is already approachable from some of the surrounding country

by one electric railroad, and another is projected from a

different direction, so that its advantages can be availed of

by a still larger number from now on. It certainly is essen-

tial, in order that this may be enjoyed without temptation to

trespass on adjoining ground, that the present domain of the

State should be extended.

Much damage was caused by the ice storm in Xovem-

ber of the present year, by which the trees and shrubbery

suffered severely. The decayed wood, superfluous spent

growth, annual wind and ice storms and other natural forces

are operating to devastate the woods
;
and, unless checked

by a systematic plan for removing all undesirable accumula-

tions and protecting as far as possible the desirable gro^i:h

upon the mountain sides, its attractiveness as a park is liable

in time to become lost.

Your commissioners have endeavored to present only the

most important needs of the reservation in this their initial

report, believing that their first aim should be, in the best

interests of the Commonwealth, to acquire such land as would

seem indispensable to complete a park system, and next

to take steps to preserve and improve the growth and

beauty of the same and provide the necessary facilities for

its public use with pleasure and safety.

Not the least important step to be taken in this direction
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is the placing of the mountain roadway in as safe a condition

as possible ; and particular attention is directed to that por-

tion of the report of the superintendent recommending that

crushed stone be employed to accomplish this, and thus

avoid much of the expense now created, and which will be

incurred annually hereafter, if the road remains as now con-

structed.

For the purpose of acquiring the adjoining properties

deemed necessary for perfecting the reservation limits, and

placing the roadway in a safe and economical condition,

your commissioners estimate that the sum of $25,000 will

be required, and we therefore respectfully ask for the ap-

propriation of that amount for the purposes named.

Respectfully submitted,

A. G. BULLOCK,
HAROLD PARKER,
THEO. L. HARLOW,

Commissioners.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

state appropriation, $25,000 00

Disbursements.

Algernon T. Beaman and Harry C. Beaman,

paid for Wachusett Mountain, . . . $20,060 00

Engineering pay roll, 1,650 47

Engineering expenses, 658 72

Repairs on buildings, 249 75

Tools and equipment, 432 32

Legal expenses, 575 00

23,626 26

Unexpended balance,

"Mason and Russell " taking, of 30i acres, unpaid.

$1,373 74
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EEPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT.

To the Wachusett Mountain State Reservation Commission.

In accordance with your instructions, I have the honor to

report to the Wachusett Mountain State Reservation Com-

mission the work which has been accomplished, and also to

offer suggestions as to the future line of work and needs of

the commission, as observed in our daily work. These sug-

gestions are made after a careful study of the habits, desires

and requirements of the visiting public, and also with a view

of having the work done in the most economical manner, with

a well-defined policy in view.

On Nov. 7, 1899, your superintendent, who was then em-

ployed by the commission in the capacity of engineer, with

two assistants began a survey for the commission, the object

of which was two-fold : first, to survey the land proposed to

be taken by the commission in its first taking under the first

appropriation of the General Court; second, to survey a

large traverse, including in its boundaries all lands that may
be needed to enlarge the reservation under further appro-

priations, and to enable the commission to have all surveys

of different takings referred to the same base.

Wachusett Mountain proper is surrounded by town or

country roads, and these roads were used for the above-

mentioned traverse. The distance around the mountain by
these roads is about 8 miles.

The initial point of the survey was a triangulation station

on the summit of Mount Wachusett, and is used by the

United States Coast and Geodetic Survey and the Massachu-

setts Topographical Survey; and from this point a most

careful survey was made, as stated above, the error being

but %4000.
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The survey of the first taking was then made. It included

lands of Algernon T. Beaman and Harry C. Beaman, 533.4

acres; of Thomas H. Kussell, 10.03 acres; of land supposed

to be of one Samuel F. Mason, 20.08 acres ;
making an ag-

gregate of 563.51 acres in Taking No. 1, all of which land

consists of timber, wood and sprout growth.

A map was then platted, showing all the lands within and

adjacent to the road traverse, also showing the principal

features of the territory included in the survey, namely,

principal buildings, streams, ponds, trails, farm and property

lines. Large stone monuments were secured to mark the

corners permanently.

This work was finished on April 30, 1900, and on May 1

I assumed the duties of superintendent of the reservation.

At this time the road to the summit was in a wretched

condition, the surface dirt having been all washed away,

leaving the bed of the road extremely rough and rocky. It

not being practicable at that time to secure gravel, we had

to resort to what dirt could be scraped from between the

rocks, and a few small pockets of clayey gravel and loam.

The dirt on the mountain consists largely of leaf mould or

loam, about 1,300 loads of which were put on the road, which

made a very- fair road, owing to the almost perfect drainage

of the rock bottom. However, after each rain the road had

to be carefully gone over, wash-outs refilled and stones

raked out. Contrary to expectations, the road lasted through-

out the season ; but here I will say that it is a very expensive

kind of road, inasmuch as it cost $476.55 to put it in con-

dition at the beginning of the past season, and in all proba-

bility it will cost as much, if not more, each season, as the

material, always scarce, is all the time becoming more so, and

the pits where dirt is secured are unsightly places. I would

recommend a good crushed stone road as a necessity and an

economy.

The stone monuments before referred to, 32 in number,

were distributed and set, making permanent corners of

Taking No. 1. The old trails up the mountain had gradu-

ally become disused, excepting the Mountain House Trail,"

and even that was largely grown over with underbrush.
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These trails were all cleared and new trails located, the brush

being piled ready for burning at the proper season. These

trails are not only convenient as walks and short cuts on the

mountain, which are now used by a great many people, but

are valuable as fire guards. Many more are to be cut, and

the danger of a disastrous fire thereby reduced.

As fiist as trails are cut they are located and platted on the

map and levels taken, and eventually we will be able to issue

a guide sheet giving distances and elevations, thus encourag-

ing the public to seek out diflferent parts of the reservation.

Every precaution against fire has been taken, the rules and

regulations governing the use of the reservation expressly

forbidding fire in any form within its limits.

In cutting trails, if it appears that an extended view may
be obtained at any point by judicious cutting of trees and

shrubs, that work is done. Several beautiful panoramas

have in that way been made visible.

Early in the spring it was found necessary to make repairs

to the roof, consequently a contract for a tin roofing for the

main part of the hotel was let to Mr. F. S. Potter of Fitch-

burg for the sum of $220.13. While this efiectually stopped

the leak as far as the repairs went, we have since discovered

that the rain beats in round the sides of the observatory.

These will have to be tinned before another season. The

ell of the hotel is entirely beyond repair, also the out-build-

ings. The old bowling alley is in a state of dilapidation,

and is used only for a shelter for the tin-type artist. The

new barn needs minor repairs, the old barn quite extensive

repairs.

I would suggest that the old bowling alley be torn down
and, if the commission deems it advisable to grant a conces

sion for a tin-type studio, let it be a new, small and unob-

trusive building. The business is little favored by the public,

and a venture of that nature seems to mar the effect that the

public desires, and to savor too much of the air of cheap

resorts. But a small percentage of the visitors to the reser-

vation patronize the table of the hotel, and any changes in

the building ought to be directed toward the ' * pavilion

"

style. On the other hand, a very large percentage of visi-
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tors bring their lunch with them, and, to avoid the litter

caused by widely separated lunch parties, two places were

selected as picnic grounds, and waste barrels were placed at

convenient points. Cheap tables were built for temporary

use, but are unsightly, and I would suggest that for picnic

grounds, and for resting places along the trails and at view

points, tasteful, artistic rustic benches and shelters be built.

The police force consists of two officers, in addition to

your superintendent, who is empowered to act as police.

Their duties are general. In the summer season they are

nearly all the time on police duty. In the winter they

assist in work of whatever nature they may be called upon

to do, but spend a certain portion of each day in patrolling

the reservation. Thus far no arrests have been necessary,

but the presence of police has done much to prevent a violation

of the rules and regulations governing the use of the reser-

vation, as well as to detect the presence of fires on the reser-

vation or adjacent lands, and, if necessary, collect the laboring

force to assist in putting out the fires.

The railing for hitching horses has been removed from the

summit, and a free horse shed for the accommodation of

the public is in course of erection, at a point a little below

the summit, where it will be sheltered from the winds and

nearly hidden by foliage. It will accommodate six teams,

and may be enlarged when conditions warrant it. Railings

for hitching horses will be erected at suitable places.

Near the summit of the mountain is a small pond, fed by

surface water and springs, the water of which is used for

washing purposes at the hotel, and for barn purposes. It

is forced from the pond to a tank in the second story of the

hotel by a wind-mill pump. The wind-mill will not last

through another season, but the pump was new this season

and is in good order. The water flows naturally from the

pond to the barn. This pond also supplies the ice used in

the hotel, a small ice house being built on the shore. All

drinking water for the hotel has to be carted from a point

one mile or over from the summit, where a pipe from a spring

conducts water into a large hogshead, which serves as a pub-

lic drinking fountain, and the overflow from the hogshead
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nins into a horse trough. Both the hogshead and horse

trough are worn out. A new hogshead and a stone water-

ing trough are necessary.

The matter of thirsty pedestrians being accommodated

witli drinking water upon reaching the summit rests entirely

upon the generosity of the lessee of the hotel, as it devolves

upon him to bring up the water, at no little trouble. Water

might be obtained by boring a well, or, after thoroughly clean-

ing the pond, by filtering the water from it.

The spring above mentioned has been thoroughly cleaned,

the basin enlarged, and boxed in so that all foreign matter is

excluded.

Surveys have been made, and are now under way, of the

trails, showing the grades and alignment, also a profile of

the mountain road. This work has been done with a view

of eventually having a complete topographic map of the entire

reservation. To that end, bench marks have been carefully

established and checked as the work progressed (all eleva-

tions are referred to sea level) , and the work may be ex-

tended from time to time, ultimately securing a complete

and reliable topographic map that will be of great service in

laying out roads and paths.

The carriage road has a maximum grade of 18.8 per cent,

and an average grade of 8.67 per cent. The grade is easier

than on many town roads. The total distance to the summit,

from the entrance to the reservation, by carriage road is 7,500

feet, or 1.4 miles. The most diflicult ascent is at a point

called the Ox Bow," the grade being 18.8 per cent., and

on a very sharp curve, which adds to the danger of accident.

Surveys are under way with a view of easing this grade and

sharp turn, which may be accomplished by swinging the road

out into the Baker Pasture." If this land is not acquired

in toto, a small taking will be necessary to carry out this

plan.

The retaining wall alongside the mountain road has in past

years been undermined and in many cases completely demol-

ished, thus increasing the liability of the Commonwealth in

case of accident. About 4,000 feet of a total distance of

7,500 feet has been rebuilt, and the growth along the road
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has been thinned out and improved, rendering traffic more

safe and beautifying the drive.

There are 37 sluices under the road which require constant

cleaning, but are a great protection to the road during heavy

rains and in the spring time when the snow is melting.

The north-east side of the mountain is particularly beauti-

ful for its wild grandeur. Tremendous boulders are tumbled

about in the greatest confusion, making numerous caves and

high points commanding a fine view. At the present time

this portion of the reservation is practically inaccessible,

but paths may be cut and marked, inducing hardy lovers of

nature to venture in these places.

The reservation has been properly posted with guiding

signs, and rules and regulations governing the use of the

same.

The greatest interest shown by visitors to a mountain

reservation naturally lies in the location of surrounding

mountains, ponds, cities, villages, etc. To gratify this de-

sire, the hotel is surmounted by an observatory, in which is

placed a very inferior telescope and a particularly inferior

map, showing the country within a radius of 45 miles. This

map is very small and very crude, not to say incorrect. A
fee of ten cents is charged by the lessee of the hotel for ad-

mission to the observatory and use of telescope and maps.

I would recommend that the commission furnish a good tele-

scope and map, that an attendant be placed in charge, that

a sufficient fee be charged for the use of the telescope, to

cover expenses, and that admission be free. That is the way
to protect the telescope and maps from misuse and to give

the best service to the public. I have a map under way
which will be extremely accurate, and will show the princi-

pal points of interest (which may be seen from here) in the

whole of Massachusetts and portions of the adjacent States.

Little has been done in the forestry line as yet, excepting

thinning out the undesirable growth near the carriage road

and trails. At some future time the reservation ougcht to be

divided into sections, and a systematic method adopted for

treating each section. This will not only beautify the moun-
tain, but will greatly improve the growth.
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A varied assortment of game inhabits the reservation,

which, under the rules prohibiting hunting and trapping,

will undoubtedly increase rapidly. The proposed lines of

the reservation will enclose an ideal deer park, there being

both woodland and pasture, and proper feeding. Under

proper protection deer would multiply rapidly. Trout

rarely come into the streams on the reservation, but in the

streams on land which ought to form part of the reservation

they are quite numerous.

The reservation now includes only the top and portions

of the side slopes of the mountain and of a total boundary

line of 23,553 feet in length; only one place, 890 feet in

length, may be used by the public for ingress and egress, the

rest of the reservation being inaccessible except by trespass

on private property. The trails all terminate on private

land. Some of the most beautiful scenery and most heavily

wooded land lies without the present reservation but within

the lines of the circumscribing highway, which is the natural

boundary line of what should be included in the reservation.

Beautiful ravines, small ponds, natural curiosities, woods

and pastures, lie without the reservation, and, what is of

great importance to the commission, the owners of these

woodlands contemplate cutting off the wood. In some cases

we have secured their promise that they would do no cutting

until the next session of the Legislature, when it would be

definitely known whether the commission would be able to

purchase these lands ; in other cases we could secure no

such promise.

It is very essential that some action should be taken to

preserve these woods, if the commission ever intend to ac-

quire them. The acquisition of these lands will include sev-

eral small fields of mowing land, which will be valuable both

as nurseries and for hay for reservation use.

As mentioned above, the road around the mountain should

be the boundary of the reservation, after excepting certain

small pieces now used for hotels and summer residences, the

value of which, to the owners, is far in excess of the value

to the Commonwealth.
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In the future the road around the mountain could be con-

verted into a parkway, and a new road to the summit of the

mountain should he opened from the south-west side, thus

giving an unsurpassed drive of 8 miles around the mountain,

with two or more driving roads to the summit.

The number of visitors to the mountain during the season

of 1900 is far in excess of former years, notwithstanding the

fact that the nearest electric railway line is three miles from

the summit and the nearest steam railroad is some six miles

away. With proper facilities for reaching the summit, it is

difficult to estimate the large increase in the number of visi-

tors likely to come to the reservation. For an approximate

estimate, I should say that during June, July and August

13,000 people visited the reservation ; and during April,

May, September, and October, fully 2,000 more. This esti-

mate does not include those who entered the reservation over

private property, or those who did not reach the summit.

The present quarters of the superintendent are secured by

lease until June 1, 1901, after which time some different

provision will have to be made. I would suggest a house

built on the reservation, combining office, stable and police

headquarters, as eventually, with an enlarged reservation,

the police should be mounted. I append hereto a list of tools

and equipment now in possession of the superintendent, also

a map showing the state of affairs as I have outlined them.

Respectfully submitted,

GUY H. CHASE,
Superintendent.
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TOOLS, EQUIPMENT AND OFFICE FUR-
NITURE.

1 light mountain transit, " Gur-

ley."

1 levelling rod.

1 stadia rod.

2 8-foot lining poles.

2 celluloid triangles.

1 hard rubber French curve.

1 horn protractor.

1 metal protractor with vernier.

1 steel straight edge.

1 pair proportional dividers.

1 celluloid scale.

4 covered paper weights.

1 set of beam compasses

2 draughting tables.

1 roll-top desk and fixtures.

1 plan case.

4 chairs, 1 stool.

1 cuspidor, 1 wastebasket.

1 100-foot steel tape line, "Luf-

kin."

3 plumb bobs.

1 magnifying glass.

1 dozen thumb tacks.

14 marking pins.

1 pair scissors.

2 uniforms and helmets.

3 badges.

1 time book, 2 ledgers.

9 field books.

3 letter copy books.

1 calculation book.

1 roll tracing paper.

3 hand fire extinguishers.

1 democrat wagon.

1 mare.

1 sleigh.

1 harness (complete).

1 saddle, bridle and martingale.

1 riding whip, 1 pair riding leg-

gings.

1 saddle blanket.

2 robes, 2 blankets, 2 barn blan-

kets.

2 whips, 1 carriage jack.

Barn sundries.

1 glass cutter.

2 files.

1 rasp.

1 pump for windmill.

1 suction pump.

1 brand " W. M. S. R."

1 putty knife.

1 dust pan, brush and broom.

2 granite dippers with chain.

1 bottle vaseline.

1 saw.

1 duster.

2 water cans.

h inch, I inch, twist bits.

1 expansion bit.

1 screw driver.

1 claw hammer.

1 gouge, 1 firmer chisel.

6 waste barrels.

1 pair cutting pliers.

1 stone point.

3 stone wedges.

Stone wedges and shims,'assorted.

1 bit stock.

1 bush scythe and snath.

6 axes.

1 hatchet.

6 round point shovels.

3 steel crowbars.

1 pinch bar.
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2 iron rakes.

1 grub hook.

1 manure drag.

1 post hole spoon.

2 sickles.

4 picks, 4 mattocks.

1 monkey wrench.

2 whetstones.

7 wheelbarrows,

9 stone hammers, assorted size.

1 hoe.

6 stone drills.

1 plane.

1 Atlas of Massachusetts (com-

p 1 i m e n t s of Topographical

Survey Board).

1 large map of Wachusett reser-

vation.

Tracing and blue print of Taking

No. 1.

map of Wachusett Mountain

and vicinity (compiled).

1 profile of mountain road.

1 map of Wachusett Mountain,

dated 1875.

1 map for observatory (incom-

plete) .




