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REPOET OF THE WACHUSETT MOUNTAIN STATE

RESERVATION COMMISSION.

At the time the last annual report of the commissioners

was rendered, it was recommended that an appropriation be

made by the State of $12,000, to be expended in remodeling

and placing the house at the summit of the reservation in a

condition that would make it convenient for the public and

a credit to the State. The final disposition of our recom-

mendation was that the county be authorized to expend

S12,000 for the purpose named. While this gave the county

commissioners the authority to spend this amount for the

purpose named, it was not mandatory upon them to do so.

The result is that the house at the summit remains to-day

in practically the same condition that it was one year ago,

and we are advised by the superintendent of the reservation

that unless some immediate steps are taken to either rebuild

or remodel, the place must be abandoned in the near future.

The appropriation of 85,000, made by the State for the

acquiring of additional land and perfecting the boundaries

of the reservation, is still in the hands of your commissioners,

awaiting the proper deeds from the owners of properties and

takings which are now under preparation, and the acquisition

of the property will be perfected very shortly.

The reservation has been greatly improved during the

past year by building new roads, reforesting and improve-

ment thinnings. A great element of danger, however, still

lurks in the reservation through lack of proper fire guards,

and protection against serious fires, which are liable to get

beyond control during protracted dry seasons. Should such
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occur, the reservation would suffer beyond estimate, and the

labor of years might easily be wiped out in a few hours.

We have annually pointed out this danger, and have asked

for appropriations in order that the property of the State

might be properly safeguarded. We regret that the impor-

tance of this matter has not received the attention which

your commissioners felt was warranted in the interest of the

Commonwealth.

It is the intention of your commissioners to proceed with

the work of beautifying the reservation, and making it more

and more accessible to the public so far as the appropriations

from the county will admit. Its growing popularity is

ample evidence of the wisdom of the Commonwealth in pro-

viding within the borders of Worcester County a reservation

which is furnishing yearly a most beautiful pleasure ground

for its residents.

For a more detailed report of the work done upon the

reservation during the past year, we would respectfully refer

you to the appended report of the superintendent.

Jan. 1, 1907.

HAROLD PARKER,
T. L. HARLOW,
JOHN T. BURNETT,

Commissioners.
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SEVENTH ANNUAL EEPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.

To the Wachusett Mountain State Reservation Commission.

Gentlemen : — During the past year the appropriation

allowed by the county of Worcester has been generally

devoted to road building and forestry, — two branches of

the work on this reservation which are closely allied, as

stated in the report last year of Mr. Richard T. Fisher, your

consulting forester. In addition to that work, however, we
have carried on the regular work of policing, improvements,

repairs and maintenance of roads already constructed, etc.

As the total length of finished roads has more than doubled

in the past year or two, it will be seen that the cost of re-

pairs and maintenance increases, thus leaving less money
available for new work in the line of road building. It

would seem very desirable, therefore, that the county appro-

priation should be slightly increased each year, as the length

of finished road increases, thus enabling us to build a certain

section of road each year, until the general road system as

planned is completed.

The Mountain Road and the South Road were resurfaced,

and repairs made to culverts. Contrary to expectations the

North Road was not completed until August, owing to a

greater amount of ledge work than was anticipated. How-
ever, it was open to travel all summer, and, with the South

Road, was much used by the public and met with great favor.

The Administration Road is so far completed that it is pass-

able from the South town road to the nursery, though it has

not been surfaced as yet. In my opinion, another season's

work will complete this road to the Harrington trail from
^ the South town road, and also mark a beginning at the other

end, where it forms a junction with the North Road. As
this road is projected through a basin of a depth of from two

to three feet and an area of about ten acres, into which
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several streams flow, and from which there is no outlet except

by overflowing, thus forming a swamp, it became necessary

to drain that basin, which has been done by blasting two

ditches through the rim of the basin, the water in one flow-

ing into the Connecticut watershed and the other into the

Merrimac, thus obtaining a good hard bottom for the road

where before there was a swamp, and also reclaiming several

acres of land.

In the early spring we transplanted in the nursery about

32,000 conifer seedlings, and reforested some unproductive

pasture land with about 15,000 white and Norway spruce

and white pine seedlings from two to four years old, and

obtained very gratifying results, as fully 97 per cent, of the

seedlings lived. As mentioned in earlier reports, the hard-

wood growth has suftered much from snow and ice pressure,

and I have taken a typical block (No. 1) and carried on an

improvement thinning, with the results shown in the accom-

panying photographs, obtaining a yield of about 8 cords to

' the acre, releasing the young growth, and greatly improving

the appearance of the block.

For fire protection in block 2, which is a stand of white

pine, we have cleared away the accumulation of debris upon

the ground, and the dead branches from the trunks of the

trees to a height of about eight feet.

The reservation police officer is always on the lookout for

fires, in connection with his other duties, and as a further

precaution we have a telephone system consisting of seven

stations at widely separated parts of the reservation, which

enables us to be immediately informed in the event of a fire,

as well as being of great value for administrative purposes.

** Forestry and Irrigation " says of the value of the telephone

in the United States forest reserves: "Now that the tele-

phone is recognized as one of the best safeguards against the

spread of forest fires, this arrangement means greatly in-

creased safety to the reserves, secured without expense."

Surveys for takings numbered 9, 10 and 11 have been

made, and also plans for those takings. The deeds are now

beinof drawn for takins: No. 9, beinof 64 acres of the estate

of Caleb Woodward, on the southerly end of the reservation,

and also for taking No. 10, being 55 acres of the estate of
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George Smith, on the northerly end of the reservation.

Negotiations are still pending for the acquirement of the land

owned by the heirs of J. M. Sawtelle, being about 15 acres

on the northeasterly side of the reservation.

About 3,000 feet of guard fences have been built during

the year, made necessary by embankments upon the new

roads.

I trust that a sufficient appropriation will be allowed this

year to enable us to replace the present unsanitary, unsighth'

and inadequate structure upon the summit of the mountain

with a building that will be a credit to the reservation. If

the plans submitted by your architects, Messrs. Frost, Briggs

& Chamberlain, are considered prohibitive, some more

modest changes could be made, of the kind submitted by

your superintendent. At all events, something must be

done this year, or the house must be closed.

Kespectfully submitted,

Princeton, Mass., Jan. 1, 1907.

GUY H. CHASE,
Superintendent.




