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KEPORT OF THE WACHUSETT MOUNTAIN STATE

RESERVATION COMMISSION.

Your commissioners desire to report that the appropria-

tion made by the county to cover the expense of maintenance

of the reservation for the year 1908 (now embracing over

1,400 acres) was $9,000. Had this entire amount been

available for the maintenance and improvement of the reser-

vation, which is in fact the sole object of the appropriation

under the law which established it, your commissioners

would be able to report a very considerable addition to its

roads, foot paths and fire guards, a large advancement in re-

foresting, and a general improvement in the facilities for the

enjoyment of what has proved to be a most acceptable

pleasure ground for the public.

Unfortunately, however, your commissioners have been

burdened with the remaining cost of remodeling the hotel

at the summit (upon which the sum of $3,500 had already

been expended in 1907), the cost of completion having

been approximately $6,200, which left but about $2,800

available for improvement work already mentioned, and

which in the best interests of the State should be done.

We desire to further report that out of this amount of $2,800

it was necessary to expend $1,300 for a pumping plant at

the base of the mountain and for piping to the summit, in

order to furnish a proper water supply at the hotel. This,

therefore, left but about $1,500 for the maintenance of the

State property.

Your commissioners desire in this report to repeat the

statement in their report covering the year 1907, — that in

their opinion the expenditure for remodeling the hotel at
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the summit is a proper one for the State to bear, it being in

fact a part of the reservation, and consequently included in

the propert}^ of the State, in which the county has no title.

The meaning and intent of the act establishing the reserva-

tion was that the State should purchase the property and the

county should maintain the same. The hotel at the time of

purchase was in a state of practical debilitation, and if it

had been allowed to remain in that condition it would to-day

have been practically worthless. It therefore does not seem

proper to your commissioners that under these conditions

the county should be required to remodel and make habita-

ble the property of the State, and your commissioners would

therefore respectfully ask that an appropriation of $8,000

be made, with which to restore to a normal condition the

roads and lands belonging to the Commonwealth, neglected

for the past two years ; and they present the following

bill :
—

An Act to reimburse the Wachusett Mountain State Reser-

vation Commission for Money expended for the Construc-

tion OF the Summit House, paid out of the County Appro-
priation FOR Maintenance.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

Section 1. A sum not exceeding eight thousand dollars shall be

allowed and paid out of the treasury of the commonwealth, from the

ordinary revenue, to be expended by the ^A'achusett mountain state

reservation commission for the construction of roads and fire guards

and forestry improvements in the reservation.

Section 2 This act shall take effect upon its passage

The commissioners are unable to report any great im-

provement in the property, other than the new hotel, dur-

ing the year covered by this report ; but the limited amount

available has been devoted largely to keeping the roads in

good repair and maintaining the nursery.

For details of the work done during the year we would

respectfully refer you to the report of our superintendent,

which is annexed hereto.

Following is a statement of the expenditures of the com-

missioners out of the $5,000 appropriated two years ago :
—
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Paid Hobart Raymond, »2.300 00

Paid heirs of Caleb Woodward, 1,500 00

Paid John P. Roper, 291 00

Paid Elliot Peabody, legal services, 125 00

Paid Ambrose E Weston, . . . . 600 00

Paid Flora Plimpton, 75 00

4,891 00

Unexpended balance, $109 00

HAROLD PARKER,
T. L. HARLOW,
JOHN T. BURNETT,

Commissioners.
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EEPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.

To the Wachusett Mountain State Reservation Commission.

Gentlemen : — As stated in our last report, our main

effort, and the greater part of our appropriation, was to be

expended on the new " Summit House." I am pleased to

report that we were able to open the hotel on the first of

July for the convenience of the public. The work on the

house was pushed as much as possible through the winter,

and in the spring a large force enabled us to finish it com-

paratively early in the season. But one coat of paint was

given the exterior, the second being applied after the hotel

closed in the fall. As the work progressed, many improve-

ments over the original plans were brought to your attention

and installed with your approval. This added to the origi-

nal estimate, but greatly increased the attractiveness and

convenience of the hotel. The lowest bid on the specifica-

tions first submitted was $8,853.91. The commission think-

ing it advisable not to build by contract, I find we saved

approximately $300. The total cost, with additions and

improvements mentioned, was $9,697.30. Owing to the

season being somewhat advanced when the hotel was com-

pleted, instead of leasing, as is our usual custom, by your

instructions I placed a manager in charge. We had a good

season, and the public seemed well pleased with the service.

I should like to call your attention to the much-needed

repairs on the old barn, as it is in such a condition that it

must either be torn down or remodeled, and as we need a

carriage shed and garage, the latter would be more economi-

cal. The old frame is in good condition, and with a little

expense could be made over to answer all purposes.

I also find that a laundry is needed, and would suggest

erecting a small two-story building in the rear of the hotel,



1909.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 65. 9

with a laundry and woodshed on the first floor and sleeping

rooms for help on the second.

It has proved by past experience that the small pond on

the summit would be an insufficient water supply, owing to

the modern plumbing used in the new hotel. With your

approval I installed a pumping plant at Echo Lake, which

after careful consideration I feel is the most economical

solution to a difficult problem. Through 5,000 feet of

inch pipe good water is raised 750 feet to tanks with a

capacity of 2,000 gallons, in the attic of the hotel. The

outfit consists of a four horse-power gasoline engine and a

1^4 inch triplex pump. Over this a small building w^as

erected. A woodsaw^ is also connected with the engine,

which is very convenient. The pump works very satis-

factorily, and pumps 400 gallons per hour.

A team of young horses was added to our equipment in

the early spring, which have proved to be a paying invest-

ment.

The work in the nursery was carried on the same as

usual. The seedlings were transplanted and the beds re-

seeded. Twenty-five thousand spruce and pine two-year-old

seedlings were transplanted in unproductive pasture land.

The small trees previously transplanted in this way are

thriving, and I cannot lay too much stress upon the im-

portance of this branch of our work.

In the fall the pond on the summit was thoroughly drained

and cleaned for the first time in many years. Tons of muck
were carted out and used for o:radino: around the hotel. A
cement dam was built with a 6-inch drain pipe and gate, so

that in the future the pond can be easily drained and cleaned.

It having been decided by the commission to open the

mountain road to motor vehicles commencing August 1,

during certain hours of the day, signs were placed to that

efi'ect. The roads were widened in places and the brush was

thinned out around the turns, enabling one to obtain an un-

obstructed view ahead. The privilege was appreciated by

automobilists, who seemed well satisfied with the grades and

condition of the roads.

The police patrol was carried on as in previous years.
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Especial vigilance was necessary during the fall, while forest

fires were raging throughout the country, owing to the

continued dry spell. Two automobilists were arrested for

running their machines to the summit during hours when

not allowed.

Some necessary repairs were made on the icehouse in the

fall. The sills and corner posts were renewed and the roof

shingled.

Taking No. 12, containing 25 acres, owned by Ambrose

Weston, and a house lot of .6 of an acre owned by Flora

Plympton, were added to the reservation. Negotiations are

under way for Taking No. 13, containing 7.1 acres, owned

by the heirs of John M. Sawtelle.

Respectfully submitted,

EVERETT W. NEEDHAM,
Superintendent.

Princeton, Mass., Jan. 1, 1909.


