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REPORT OF THE WACHUSETT MOUNTAIN
STATE RESERVATION COMMISSION.

It has been difficult to get help in the country, owing to

plenty of work and high prices in the cities, and as we were

unable to procure any prisoners until the latter part of the

summer, it was impossible to start much new work.

The Commission, feeling that they were in a position to

respond to the call of the government for a greater food

production, decided to put a larger acreage to the pro-

duction of vegetables, with potatoes as the main crop. We
are pleased to report a fair crop and hope to improve on it

the coming year.

The Commission have presented a bill to the Legislature

asking for an appropriation of $800 to be used for the pur-

chase of a small parcel of land adjoining the reservation.

This property consists of approximately l| acres of tillage

land, with a small cottage house. The cottage is needed for

the accommodation of help. We have a right of way over

this property, and one of the reservation roads is located

on this right of way. We are unable to widen this road,

and it is now too narrow for the use of automobiles. It

would open up a beautiful section of the reservation if this

property could be purchased, and the Commission hope the

Legislature will report favorably on the bill.

JOHN T. BURNETT,
THEO. L. HARLOW,
FRANK C. SMITH, Jr.,

Commissioners.



6 WACHUSETT MOUNTAIN COMMISSION. [Jan.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.

To the WacJmsett Mountain State Reservation Commission.

Gentlemen: — The work of removing the chestnut growth,

affected by the bhght, was continued this year. The logs

were hauled to a portable mill about 3 miles from the wood-

lot and 15,000 feet of chestnut and 5,000 feet of pine were

sawed into planks and boards. This is an expensive way of

putting it into lumber, and I would advise a portable mill

to handle it. Forty large telephone poles were delivered to

the telephone company, and 75 cords of wood were cut.

The wood used at the Summit House was cut from the side

of the road halfway to the summit, and opened up a beauti-

ful view to the east.

In the spring an appropriation was made to continue the

construction of the road from the mountain to Princeton,

but because of a lack of prisoners this could not be done.

Three teams had been kept through the winter, with the

intention of using them early on this work, but when it

was decided in June that it would be impossible to furnish

any prisoners, one of the teams was sold. The roads on the

reservation were put in shape for the summer travel and

the west road was graveled for a distance of 500 feet. The
mountain road was oiled, and this was a great help to the

road and to many visitors that used it. I think that a very

light coat each year to act as a dust layer would be advisable.

A Delco electric light system was installed at the Summit
House, and it proved a satisfactory investment. The barn

at the summit had to be shingled, and two rooms were

finished off in the loft. A new windmill was placed on the

old tower, as this is the cheapest way to pump water into

the hotel. The Summit House had a successful season and

thousands of visitors from all over the country made the

trip to summit.



1918.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 65. 7

Minor repairs were made to the pavilions, and two heavy

sleds were built.

About 300 bushels of potatoes were raised and enough

vegetables to supply the hotel. An exceptionally dry season

cut down the supply of potatoes.

The water at Echo Lake had become foul owing to the

weed Spirogyra, so the water was drawn off and the bottom

of the pond scraped. It can be overcome in the future by

an occasional treatment of copper sulphate.

The 13th of September about twenty-five prisoners were

sent out, and work continued on the road to Princeton.

They were mostly ten and twenty day men, and the price

paid them a third more, so we could not accomplish as

much as in the past. About 1,200 feet of road was com-

pleted, 18 feet wide, with a 9-inch fill of field stone, 4 inches

of crushed stone, 2 inches of hard pan, and 2 inches of

stone dust. In one section, 125 feet long, a fill 20 feet

wide and 2.5 feet deep was made, and 150 feet of guard

rail with iron posts built. About half of the appropriation

was used and the remainder will be used in the early spring

if prisoners are available.

The elk are in good condition. Two bucks were killed

and sold for venison and brought a good price. This left

ten cows and a large buck.

The work of police patrol was carried on in the usual

manner.

EVERETT W. NEEDHAM,
Superintendent.








