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A

KEPORT OF THE GEEYLOCK RESERVA-
TIOTsT COMMISSIOJSr.

The work on the reservation for the year 1907 has been

quite satisfactory. The county appropriated $1,500 for the

care and maintenance. That sum has been expended for the

salary of a superintendent, for the building and repair of

roads, trimming out the bru^h on some portion of the road-

side, and for the general care of the reservation. Vouchers

for all expenditures have been filed with the county commis-

sioners.

In April the superintendent visited the towns around the

reservation, interviewing the fire wardens, and calling upon

the selectmen and upon the city authorities of ITorth Adams,

so that all might be ready to respond promptly in case of fire

on or near the reservation. Fortunately, although the season

was very dry, the reservation escaped destructive fires. The

superintendent looked out for trespassers, and made a list

of abutters. He also marked anew the old survey, made by

the county commissioners in 1899, for a proposed road, hav-
^

ing maximum grades of 7 and 8 per cent., from " the lower

divide " (at a point about iVz miles down the southerly road)

to the Scholz house, southeasterly from the summit, where

it strikes the highway at a point about 2 miles from Adams.

It trends southerly along the easterly mountain side, and

thence by loops to the highway. The distance on the sur-

vey is about 4% miles. With the present highway leading

from Adams, the grades on which might be greatly improved,

a road built over it, connecting with the roads already built
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above, would make the distance from Adams to the summit

about S miles. This would be the shortest carriage drive to

the summit from any of the surrounding valleys. From

Pittsfield to the summit the distance by roads is about 17

miles; from AVilliamstown by the North Adams road, about

12 miles; from North Adams, about 9 miles. The Pittsfield

road, though far longer, has now by far the easier grades,

and the drive from that point takes less time than the others.

Nearly all the mone}^ thus far expended for approaches to

the reservation, since it was established, has been upon the

southern or Pittsfield route, although eventually the upper

portion of the road to the south can be used by all the towns,

—
• that is, the % of a mile near the top.

The iron observation tower on the summit has been thor-

oughly repainted. A new bridge has been built over Mitchell

Brook, and 500 feet of new road made just north of the

brook.

By the Acts of 1906, chapter 419, the county commission-

ers of Berkshire were authorized to lay out, construct and

maintain an approach from the south, from the Northrup

road in Lanesborough up over the ridge, about 5% miles, to

a point near Mitchell Brook, about % of a mile of which w^as

within the reservation. In the fall of 1906 the county com-

missioners did some work on this road within the reservation

limits, and during the year 1907 the road was practically

completed ; the only remaining work to be done is the build-

ing of one or two cattle passes, the draining and stoning of

certain places where the road over the hills leads through

pockets, and the widening of an arch bridge, etc., the esti-

mated expenses being about $500. The road was opened,

however, for driving in the fall of 1907. Mr. George A.

Bauer, the superintendent of the reservation, built the road

for the county commissioners. This road runs through six

farms, passing Round's Rock, a fine view point, and through-

out its entire distance affords unsurpassed views of Berkshire

hills and valleys lying to the south and west of the reserva-

tion. Its cost thus far to the county, including land damagesJ

is $6,152.18.

Under the direction of Mr. Sperry, of the Greylock Reser-



1908.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 67. 5

vation Commission, a way was built, for about % of a mile,

from a point on the new county way -near the site of the old

Bennett house, over a right of way owned by the State on

the Milton farm, which greatly benefits the approach to the

reservation from the Cheshire valley.

A road was begun from " the Camping Ground (on the

westerly side of the mountain south of ''the Hopper") ex-

tending up to the old temporary or Cooke and Eobbins road,

and thence up to the high bridge on the main road up the

mountain from the south. The upper part has as yet only

had the trees and brush removed from the proposed travelled

path, but it is hoped to complete this next season. The com-

mission design hereafter to extend this road about 1 mile,

running westerly from the " Camping Ground," and thence

northerly up on to " Stony Ledge," where the best view of

" the Hopper " is obtained. Eventually a road may lead

from that point down through " the Hopper," leading toward

Williamstown.

The usual repair on all the roads was attended to through-

out the season, and they were in excellent condition.

With the new approach from the south, a road over the

hills and through the reservation from south to north now

extends for a distance of about 15 miles, — that is, from the

NTorthrup road in Lanesborough to the N^otch Reservoir in

North Adams. The portion from the summit north, nearly

6 miles, was built before the reservation was established,

and was given to the State ; the 9 miles to the south has been

built since by the county of Berkshire. The completed dis-

tance furnishes as beautiful a mountain drive as the State

affords.

Statements issued by the county commissioners show that

thus far the county has appropriated for care and mainte-

nance of the reservation the sum of $10,862.25, beginning

with the year 1900; and that the county has in addition ex-

pended on roads from the summit down to the Rockwell road

(about miles) the sum of $17,428.84, which included

the cost of the survey of the proposed Adams road in 1899

;

for temporary roads, $783.55 ; for the Rockwell road, author-

ized by the statute of 1906, 5% miles in length, which con-
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stitutes the soutlieni approach to the reservation, the sum of

$6,152.18 ; and upon the North Adams road, in repairs, etc.,

the sum of $315 ;
making a total of county expenditures for

care, maintenance and roads since the reservation was estab-

lished in 1898 of $35,541.82. To this total is to be added

the cost of a stone crusher recently purchased by the county

for use on the resen-ation.

These mountain roads are not built for automobile travel.

They are too narrow as yet in many places. There should be

yet more turnouts and sluices, and the grades on the North

Adams road could be much improved.

The commission has in view a road from a point south

of the rounded summit of Greylock, about % of a mile in

length, skirting the western side of the peak, to connect the

road running south from the summit with the North Adams
road. This would do away with the steep ascent on the north

side of the peak, and would give the people driving from the

north grand glimpses of the mountain scenery to the south,

replacing an average 15 per cent, grade with one on the new

portion of about 3 per cent.

The dome of Greylock greatly needs attention, and as soon

as may be the commission hope to add to its attractiveness

and convenient use in various ways.

There is yet to be located one of the rights of way owned

by the State over the Milton farm, leading northeasterly from

the Cummings' house to the EoUett lot. There is a wood

road through the FoUett lot, leading northerly, which will

connect with the proposed Adams road, thus opening up the

southeasterly portion of the reservation, perhaps 1,000 acres,

lying easterly of Saddle Ball.

The commission has had prepared by Mr. Arthur W. Saf-

ford, the register of deeds at Adams, a typewritten book con-

taining minutes, references and descriptions of the deeds

obtained by the State of land already acquired for the reser-

vation, which will be of great value in the work of the com-

mission.

In 1906, by chapter 448 of the Acts of that year, the Legis-

lature appropriated $30,000 for the purchase of additional
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land for the reservation, the last $10,000 of which was to be

available for the year 1908. The commission has already

purchased from that fund about 445 acres known as the Wal-

den purchase, 74 acres from William Collins and about 10

acres on the westerly line of the reservation. Surveys and

descriptions have been made and prepared to aid in the pur-

chase or taking of other lands needed to complete the present

plan. Estimates are being made for land values, and nego-

tiations are under way for the purchase or preliminary to the

taking of the lands.

Boundary Maukeks for the RESERVATioisr.

The commission find, on consultation with Mr. John H.

Emigh of North Adams, civil engineer and surveyor, that

about 96 markers will be needed to define the outside lines

of the reservation. Eifty of these have already been obtained,

and under great difficulties drawn to the points where they

are to be set up; 46 others will be needed, and will be ob-

tained and placed when funds are provided for that purpose.

The 50 already obtained reached N'orth Adams on May 27,

1907. These markers are not less than 7 feet long, and the

part to be exposed above the ground is about 2/4 feet. The

average weight is about 650 pounds. Where they are to be

placed on side lines the letters G. R. (Greylock Reservation)

will show on one face. At the angle points of the reservation

lines the G. will be on one face and R. on the adjacent face.

The markers will be placed so that the letters will appear on

the side toward the reservation. Their great weight made

the work of transporting them to the points where they are

to be set up a difficult undertaking. The 50 already drawn to

points where they art to be set up are on the south, east and

north sides of the reservation. They will not be placed at uni-

form distances, but will be placed at all angle points ; and in

long stretches between the angles will be placed in prominent

places at intervals of from 1,000 feet to V2 mile. After

being set there will be a groove cut across the top of the

marker, thus indicating the direction of the reservation line.

The design is, after these markers are placed, to cut a path-
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wav or trail through the forest from one marker to the next,

so that private owners abutting on the reservation can easily

find the boundary lines. At some time the pathway should

be made wide enough to furnish some protection against fire

in certain places.

The commission regrets that these markers are not now all

ordered and set up, and the delay is caused solely from lack

of a proper appropriation for that purpose. The funds thus

far used in the work, about $520, have come from the small

balance of the $14,000 appropriation of 1904, which was

saved from the estimates for the purchase of lands. The

commission deems it wise to ask from the Legislature a small

appropriation to complete this work. The legislative com-

mittees who have made reports favoring appropriations for

the purchase of lands have always felt and suggested that the

State should protect its own interests by clearly defining the

boundaries of the reservation; but the acts granting appro-

priations have been for the purchase of lands, and hitherto

have not expressly made it clear that the lands purchased

should be properly marked with boundary stones. The com-

mission has hitherto felt that it would be more economical

for the State to await the purchase of the complete territory

needed for the reservation before placing these outside bound-

ary markers. 'Now that we know where the outside lines will

be located, the need is urgent in order to protect the State's

interest in the lands.

The estimated cost of purchasing, hauling and setting up

the 46 remaining boundary stones, and setting up those al-

ready upon the ground, will be about $1,200. This sum will

include the proper supervision of the surveyor, and all items

of expense in the matter. Owing to the character of the land

where the boundary lines run, the commission deems it of the

utmost importance that these markers should be set. If these

are not set during the coming season, the angle points must

be gone over and stakes renewed, or many will be lost, the

original surveys having been made four and five years ago.

Cutting out the line bounding the reservation, which may
also be considered a part of the permanent marking, would

cost about $500.
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A resolve might be introduced in the Legislature this year

appropriating the sum of $1,200 for procuring the balance

of the markers needed and placing them, etc., and the further

sum of $500 for cutting out the boundary lines.

JOHNT BASCOM,
LEANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
WILLIAM H. SPERRY,

Commissioners.

Dec. 31, 1907.




