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REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVATION
COMMISSION.

The Greylock reservation has been, with the close of the

present year, in existence twelve years. Its area remains

the same as last year, 8,187 acres. Little territory is to be

added, and the suits in connection with two condemnations

have left us uncertain as to the sum still at our disposal. The

primitive forest, the second growth and the cleared spaces

are being rapidly united in one inviting prospect.

What was our first labor still remains a primary consid-

eration, suitable roads. There are about twelve miles of

road in the reservation, and a half dozen or more, outside

its bounds but wholly associated with it. Much has been

done to these roads to make the grades light and the road-

bed firm. The road from ^orth Adams, about five miles of

which lies in the reservation, was the first to be established,

and still requires some improvement. We are just begin-

ning to use crushed stone, and we hope shortly to be rid of

muck.

The main road south to Pittsfield throug-h Lanesborouo^h

is of light grade and in good condition. About two miles

from the summit there is a branch road of a mile and a half

to Rocky Ledge, which affords a very fine view of the

Hopper. A second branch road, farther on to the right,

leads to New Ashford. Still farther on, a branch to the left

unites with the public road to Cheshire. At about the same

point, a second road to the left has been commenced, which

opens up a new portion of the reservation, and which is
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to be extended to the public road which leads to Adams.

This also will be a road of light grades and fine views.

One further road is proposed through the Hopper to Wil-

liamstown. It will be more difficult to make, but will

render the reservation accessible from the west and open up

some of its finest scenery. We have occasion to acknowl-

edge the cheerful and abundant aid of the county commis-

sioners in the building of these roads. When they are in

good shape they will give a ready approach to the reserva-

tion from all directions, will afford easy access to its chief

points of interest, will furnish available fire-guards, and in

no way, we trust, mar the bold, natural features of the

locality. We have reason to hope that these important

objects will all be shortly reached.

There has been no fire in the reservation this year, and

only one, easily managed, in its immediate vicinity. The

superintendent has put himself in communication with

the fire wardens of the adjoining towns and with abutters,

thus enabling interested persons to act at once in harmony

if occasion should arise.

The superintendent, George A. Bauer, has shown great

capacity in road building and in general management of the

grounds. The results reached in this direction have been

attained with a relatively small expenditure.

During the year there has been some labor expended in

preparing the ground for a new barn, 60 by 40 feet. The

present building has been long in service, affords inadequate

shelter, and is in every way uninviting. The new building

should be exposed as little as possible to fire, and can advan-

tageously be made of stone, which is abundant. These, with

receding rustic joints, would unite durability and fitness in a

high degree. It will occupy much the same ground as the

old one, with a larger yard.

The direction in which the labors of the commission have

been hitherto least satisfactory has been the buildings on

the summit. These have been mere makeshifts, utterly out

of keeping with the wants of visitors, the services which

those in charge would be glad to render, the hospitality of

the reservation, and the impression which surrounding
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objects are fitted to give. There ought to be nothing on

the summit to mar or weaken the force and pleasure of

magnificent scenery. We have always been exposed,

especially in the winter months, to injury and rudeness.

Our own shortcomings provoke this disrespect. When
our action is in harmony with nature, and modestly avails

itself of the opportunities of the place, we can hope that all

unseemly human action will disappear. It is not at all the

purpose of the commission to furnish entertainment to those

indifferent to the regal beauties of the world, but simply to

give, for a brief period, the means necessary to the quiet

enjoyment of nature. This is the more needful as no other

aid is at hand, severe storms are liable to arise, and the

morning and evening hours are wont to be much the finest.

In the division of labor the purchase of the land fell to the

State, the expense of " care and maintenance" was laid on

the county, thus leaving a suitable provision on the summit

to the interest and libei-ality of citizens. This is a fitting

partnership of the entire community in an undertaking

whose success must depend on the universality of the inter-

est it awakens. This interest, once aroused and suitably

expressed, will make of the reservation that magnificent

accumulation of natural gifts and human responsiveness

which it was intended to be. We love to adorn our cities

and villages, to enrich them w^ith libraries and museums.

In the reservation, the wider and grander provisions of the

outer world are to be offered to all citizens and all comers

on the same free terms with which they are bestowed.

The estimated number of visitors for the past jesiv is

fourteen thousand and this, in each case, means one day at

least given to awakening a deeper sympathy with the world

in which we are. It seems at once pitiful and contemptible

to urge large expenditure in behalf of the reservation, and

then to leave this expenditure in part to fail because of

mean appliances and inadequate accessories. When the

primary purposes and the method of their fulfilment shall

fully concur in the relaxation, pleasure and instruction of

the entire community, we shall come to understand what a

great and fitting undertaking the reservation really is.
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One most important interest involved in the labor at the

smiimit is the water supply. This has been insufficient and

often of a poor quality. The springs are several hundred

feet below the summit, and not very copious. They

promise neither a ready nor an ample amount of water. If

capacious reservoirs were cut out of the rock in connection

with each of the large buildings, and filled from roofs which

did not stain the rainfall, a large supply of the purest water

could be secured. Even now when these conditions are by

no means met, most of the water that is used comes from

above. The new barn will be provided with a large rock

reservoir.

The time ought not to ])e far off when the reservation

would be in occupation during the entire year. There is

now enough wood and timber waiting to be cut to meet all

or nearly all the expense involved in the labor of winter.

Nor, if suitable buildings were open, would there be in any

month of the year an entire absence of visitors. To bring

the reservation to its highest usefulness in all directions is

an undertaking calling for much skill and economy. AYe

can hardly think that the inhabitants of Berkshire would

have asked so large a gift from the public unless they were

fully ready to make it successful by their own liberal

co-operation. The reservation will be a great ornament and

lasting praise to Berkshire, if it is handled in the spirit in

which it was given. We are under the more obligation to

remember this when the southern portion of the county is

striving to convert High Peak into a second reservation.

This effort we should aid, and at the same time we should

feel the generous emulation it lays upon us. The county

gave us the past year 82,500.

There have been ordered ninety-four granite markers.

These, with the exception of two, are all on the ground,

some in position, others as near their location as they could

be carried by wagon. Thirty-six have been set. We have

not pushed this work because of the engagements of the

surveyor, and because we were looking to some minor

variations of boundaries.
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In the suit between Smith and the Commonwealth the

jury gave a verdict slightly in advance of the sum awarded

by condemnation. The suit therefore has been without

profit to Mr. Smith, and attended with considerable loss to

the reservation in the item of costs.

JOHN BASCOM,
FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
WILLIAM H, SPERRY,

Commissioners.




