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®be ^ommontoealtl) of ittasBadjuBetts,

REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVATION
COMMISSION.

Lands,

Since the Greylock State Reservation was established in 1898,

about 8,160 acres of the 10,000 originally contemplated have

been obtained. These lands have been acquired as State

appropriations have been made. There are some other par-

cels adjoining the reservation, and one inside the present

outside boundary lines, certain rights to the Hopper Brook

inside the reservation and certain rights of way for approaches

yet to be acquired.

The Markers.

Of the appropriations— Resolves of 1908, chapter 135,

$1,200, and Resolves of 1912, chapter 100, 11,000— for mark-

ing the corners or angle points of the outside boundary lines,

there remains unexpended $258.60. Markers are yet to be

set on certain rights of way and three others upon the outside

lines. Previous reports show the necessity and nature of this

work. It is about 24.8 miles around the outside lines. The

surveyor's report below shows the work done in this matter

in 1912.

.Cutting out Outside Lines.

Of the appropriation $500, included in Resolves of 1908,

chapter 135, for cutting out the outside lines, there has been

expended $64.60.

These balances will be used as the work progresses.

A Forest Reserve.

This is primarily a forest reserve. In the management of

the reservation we are perhaps persistent in our effort after

that precision of completion which alone can give good results.
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We would like to carry all work methodically forward to its

end. At the outset we have had to be satisfied with an approxi-

mate achievement for want of sufiicient appropriations. Our

roads are in the right lines, our trails, while tentative and sub-

ject to change, are for a definite purpose, — to properly open

ways, either of access to the summit, or to reach points of

interest in the reservation, and to reach the high points as

lookouts for fires. In a small way the roads and trails act as

fire-wards. We have not as yet roads and trails enough for

our convenience or protection. The trails are only, as yet,

lined out or indicated. They should be widened and made

safe and comfortable for foot passengers.

The Mountain Roads.

1. There is a county way from the south to the reservation

extending % of a mile into the reservation, built under the

statute of 1906, known as "the Rockwell Road." This road,

about 5^ miles long, runs from the Cheshire Mountain road in

Lanesborough, sometimes called the Northup Road, northerly

to Mitchell Brook on the reservation. Thence the distance to

the summit is 3.02 miles.

2. There is a county way from the summit northerly known

as "the North Adams road," which extends 5% miles to the

Notch Road in North Adams. This road was originally built

by the old Greylock Park Association, about 1886.

These roads give a way of over 14 miles, from south to north,

over the summit, all a county way save about 1,000 feet on

"the divide," so called.

3. Going up from the south over the Rockwell Road, before

the reservation south line is reached, at a point about half

way between the cliff known as Round's Rock and Jones Nose,

a right of way connected with the reservation, four rods in

width, extends % of a mile easterly, over the old William F.

Milton farm, now belonging to R. B. Cummings, connecting

with a right of way leading southerly past the Cummings'

farmhouse to the town highway leading down to Cheshire.

4. Before the Cummings' farmhouse is reached, another

right of way, on the left, extends northerly to the southerly

line of the reservation, and thence a road (see report of 1910,
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bottom of first page) extends along and above the southerly-

line of the reservation into the Follett lot on the reservation,

thence (see 1910 report, p. 5; 1911 report, p. 5) continuing

northeasterly and down near the Cheshire Harbor trail to the

Scholz house and the Adams town way. The distance from

the Rockwell Road to Scholz is about 5 miles. ^

5. From a point on the southern road on the reservation

about 2% miles below the summit, at the high bridge, a road

leads down northwesterly, past the camping ground, and thence

westerly to the height of Stony Ledge, about 1% miles.

6. There is also a road from a point less than 200 feet south

of Mitchell Brook on the Rockwell Road, which leads down

southwesterly upon the reservation and continues upon a right

of way (given by deed) V2 mile below the reservation southwest

line, upon land of R. B. Cummings, and thence down, over an

old New Ashford town road, to the east branch of the Green

River, where it connects with town ways leading northwesterly

to New Ashford, and southerly to Lanesborough. It is about

2 miles from Mitchell Brook down to the east branch of the

Green River. This, with some changes to improve grades,

should be made a county way under St. 1900, chapter 226.

7. There are 4,690 feet of road (1911 and 12) with an easy

grade which connect a point on the southern road, ^^ of a

mile south of the summit, with the North Adams road, at a

point less than % of a mile northerly of the summit. This road

runs around below on the westerly side of the Greylock peak.

This will prove useful in going from the south to the north

part of the reservation, avoiding climbing over the summit,

and for cartage and other reasons. This road was proposed

by the Board in their report of 1908 (second paragraph, p. 6).

8. There is a rough % of a mile of road from near the southern

line of the reservation on the Rockwell Road, running north-

westerly to the road running down to the New Ashford valley.

1 From the upper end of the Follett lot, on this road, 2 miles of new road should be built

northerly, up the eastern side of the mountain, to connect with the main southern road

on "the Switch Back" portion of the southern road at a point about IJ^ miles south of the

summit. This proposed piece of road would shorten the road distance from Adams to

the summit by about 4 miles. It would give a needed access, also, from the summit to the

southeast part of the reservation. This proposed road is alluded to in the reports of 1906,

pp. 5 and 6, 1908, p. 1 and 1911, p. 6. It was surveyed in 1899, and the line of survey has

been kept open.
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Thus it will be seen that there are more than 24 miles of

road on, or connected with, the reservation to be cared for.

These are narrow, rough mountain roads, which need to be

widened and improved in order to be made useful for public

travel. All these roads, with the exception of the North Adams
road, which came from the Greylock Park Association (built

in 1886), and which has been changed in one place 1,000 feet,

in another, 300 feet, since 1898, have been built from funds

appropriated by the county of Berkshire.

Automobiles go up the southern road from Lanesborough

over the Rockwell Road, although the road was not built for

such use. It needs changing, widening and regrading. In the

end this should be made a State road.

Distances to the Summit.

By the town and reservation roads the distance from North

Adams to Greylock summit is about 9 miles and from Adams
about 12 miles, which might be made shorter by 4 miles by

building the 2 miles of new road as suggested above, — from

Pittsfield 16% miles, from Cheshire about 10 miles and from

New Ashford about 7 miles. -^

Bridges.

There are several small bridges over little streams on the

reservation. The Mitchell Brook bridge, the High bridge, and

one of the four on the road from Cummings to Scholz are the

largest and perhaps the most dangerous. These bridges are

mostly temporary affairs and should be replaced by better

structures. The question of expense for better bridges is a

serious one.

Reservation Work in 1912.

The trip around the outside of the reservation was made in

April. Arrangements were made with the abuttors and others

for fire protection, etc. The buildings were repaired, a section

of the old log stable roof having been blown off in the winter

1 The right of way (one of the four in the deed of R. B. Cummings to the Commonwealth)
running from the south line of the reservation to the south foot of Rounds' Rook has been

superseded practically by a portion of the Rockwell Road, laid as a county way.
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gales; the damage to the house was also repaired, and things

made ready for the season. In May the roads were gone over,

and later the bushes and grass cut out in the roadways , and

little bridges repaired or rebuilt. The matter of the bridges,

mentioned above, is one of importance, ahd unless made safe

the roads should be closed. Work was done on the new road

from the foot of "the County Commissioners' Road," around

west of the summit to the North Adams road, and it was opened

for travel to a point 900 feet south of the Iron Kettle,' where it

strikes the North Adams road. The loop in place of the 900

feet, although lined out, has not been completed. This is the

piece of road referred to on page 5 of the report of 1912. A
short strip of road was built (about 400 feet), from the junction

of the northern and southern roads near the summit, around

back of the house, and a Y made to connect with the old circu-

lar road around the tower. This road needs to be surfaced.

The Ice Pond.

Work on the ice pond, referred to on page 5 of the report of

1912, was not completed, owing to appropriation from the

county being cut down SI,000. This lack of appropriation also

prevented much contemplated work being done. The cost of

repair of over 24 miles of roads is over S600, and the caretaker's

salary added leaves, out of an appropriation of SI,500 for the

year, but a small margin for many needed improvements,

bridges, railings, new roads, cutting out trails, care of the

summit, etc.

Shelter for the Laborers.

A small bunk house was built for the workmen southwesterly

from the house. This was greatly needed. The roof will fur-

nish water for another cistern to be obtained next season.

Path from the House to the Tower.

A narrow path was made from the house to the tower on

the summit. This was needed for visitors, especially the

women and children.
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Space leveled off East of the House.

A space was cleared of outcropping stone east of the house

35 by 100 feet. This is the only level space on the summit,

and will add to the appearance of the building and surroundings

and can be used for tents for large meetings or for a playground.

Blankets and Iron Beds.

Seven army blankets were purchased for the house and four

iron bedsteads, taking the place of blankets and iron beds

transferred to the bunk house.

House repainted, etc.

The house was painted gray, two coats. A high board fence

was built enclosing the yard in the rear of the house, painted

one coat, and the bunk house one coat. The shingles and

window frames on the front of the house under the piazza

roof were turned around, thus disposing of the carved initials

of people who look for fame in that evanescent direction. The

piazza roof was lined. Concrete steps were placed in front

and at the west end of the piazza, and a new horse block of

concrete set up.

These things could not all have been done on an appropria-

tion of $1,500, but we had a balance left over from 1911, which

we had intended to expend that year had not the September

and October rains stopped the work. In view of a smaller

appropriation for 1912 the county commissioners did not hold

us strictly to the estimates.

New Trails outlined in 1912.

1. From the North Adams road to the cascade on Money

Brook.

2. From the North Adams road to a point overlooking the

Hopper, and to the ledge from whence the tower on the summit

may be seen.
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The Seventeen Trails on the Reservation.

1. The Cheshire Harbor trail, 2^^ miles.

From the North Adams road :

—
2. To the Inner Hopper, % of a mile.

3. To the Bellows Pipe trail, 400 feet (begins 900 feet south

of Iron Kettle).

4. To Mt. Prospect, 5,050 feet plus 800 feet, crossing over

the Wilbur clearing near the old iron boiler.

5. To Mt. Fitch, 1,380 feet.

6. To Mt. Wilhams, 3,325 feet.

7. To the cascade on Money Brook.

8. To a point overlooking the Hopper, where, from the

near-by ledge, the tower on the summit may be seen.

9. From the hill on "the Switch Back Road," south of the

summit 1^^ miles, thence southerly to Saddle Ball, south peak,

7,950 feet. Down this trail 6,300 feet, on the north peak, is a

small, spruce-frame outlook.

10. From the south peak of Saddle Ball down southerly to

Jones Nose, 4,100 feet.

11. From south peak of Saddle Ball southeasterly (over an

old wood road and surveyor's line) to the south Follett lot.

From the camping ground :
—

12. To Sunset Rock, % of a mile.

13. To the heart of Greylock, down the brook, % of a mile.

14. To the south, to the main road.

15. The Bellows Pipe trail, leading from the road (north of

the tower), to the Bellows Pipe pasture.

16. From the Bellows Pipe to Mt. Ravenscrag.

17. The Hopper trail, very steep in places, from the camping

ground northerly down into the Hopper, and thence westerly

to the highway to Williamstown (crossing the reservation west

line south of the Hopper Brook, thence over land of Leland

Jenks and Stephen Bacon).

WOEK OF THE SURVEYOR.

Mr. William N. Tuller of North Adams, under the Resolve

of 1912, chapter 100, resurveyed certain outside lines of the

reservation beginning at station No. 133 on the westerly out-
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side lines down to station No. 132, inclusive, and thence west-

erly to the northwest corner of the Hall lot (that lot having

been purchased since the original survey) now numbered sta-

tion No. 130A, thence southerly across the Hopper Brook, and

thence westerly over the lines (northerly lines of "the bluffs")

to the west end of the bluffs to station No. 114, and thence

southerly to station No. 110, inclusive, on the brook. This

resurvey was necessary in order to place the markers, as the

angle points indicated on the large plan did not correspond

with the previous survey on the ground. Mr. Tuller will cor-

rect the large plan. Markers were set up on these lines at the

angle points, except at station No. 27, where there should be

a copper bolt. There are no markers to be set up on the brook

between stations Nos. 110 and 88 on the reservation plan.

This work leaves only three markers and two copper bolts

to be set up on the outside lines around the reservation, with

the exception of the West lot, not yet obtained, and those upon

the rights of way connected with the reservation. Mile posts

should be set up on the main roads.

Surveyor's Report.

To the Board of Greylock Reservation Commissioners.

Gentlemen :
— A resurvey of the western boundary Unes of the

reservation was made. The markers were drawn to the angle points,

the holes dug and the markers set.

Survey. — The point of beginning was at station No. 133, as shown

on the plan of the reservation. At this point stands the last marker

set on the northern section of the western boundary; from here the

survey was carried to station No. 110, situated on the north branch

of the Roaring Brook.

In following the notes of the old survey of this section there were

found to be some discrepancies, as we failed to strike the old stakes

and stones which marked all the corners. The first line or trial line

was run through following the notes, then the final line was cut through

to a width of 6 feet. No objection was made by the adjacent prop-

erty owners to the lines.

Digging Holes. — The points thus obtained were then tied in by

measurements and the holes dug; with the exception of one hole,

rock was encountered and blasting had to be resorted to.

Drawing Markers. — The markers had already been drawn from the

nearest shipping point to places thought to be most handy to obtain

in the final setting. The drawing necessitates the cutting out of roads
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to be able to reach the angle points. The steepest places were passed

by the use of tackling.

Setting Markers. — The markers were set, leaving about 4 feet re-

maining out of the ground. This is the length of the cut stone section,

the uncut section being about the same length, only much heavier.

The lettering was placed so as to face the reservation, and direction

lines were drilled into the top face of the stone, indicating the direction

of the adjacent lines. At station No. 127 the corner fell on a large

bowlder and a drill hole was made in the rock and a copper bolt, is to

be placed there.

Roads and Trails. — A survey of the North Adams road was made
from a point where it enters the reservation to the foot of the County

Commissioners Road, leading from the south to the summit. The
survey followed the new sections of road built.

Plans. — The North Adams road was placed on the official plan

of the reservation. A road and outline plan was produced from a

small map of the reservation, from which prints can be obtained and

placed in the annual report book of the reservation.

Wm. N. Tuller,

Civil Engineer and Surveyor.

The Railway.

Under section 3, chapter 601 of the Acts of 1910 the Berk-

shire Street Railway Company, on Sept. 27, 1912, filed with

the commission a petition to enter the reservation. A public

hearing, after due notice given, was held at Pittsfield on Octo-

ber 15, and on November 16 a vote was passed by the com-

mission assenting to the entry of the railway company upon

the reservation, and pointing out a route therefor. The matter

then was to be presented by the railway company to the Board

of Railroad Commissioners for their action. The total dis-

tance, from Adams to the point designated by the commission

as the terminus, is about 12 miles, perhaps less than one-third

of which is on the reservation proper. The general route of

the railway as surveyed by the company was indicated in the

report of 1912, and no change was made therein, except that

the terminus was kept 850 feet from the tower, at the cut in

the rocks overlooking Adams and on the easterly side of the

southern road, thus avoiding two grade crossings on the sum-

mit, and keeping the rounded summit from being wholly

encircled, and free for future park and building purposes.
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Legislative Matters.

Three of the four recommendations made by the commission

in their report of 1912 were enacted into law, leaving only one,

the recommendation as to the erection of 7 iron towers upon

7 heights of the reservation, which was reached too late in the

session to meet with success. That recommendation the com-

mission desire to renew and respectfully refer to page 10 of the

annual report of 1912 for a form for a resolve, and to Senate

Bill No. 426 of 1912.

Legislative Acts in Reference to the Greylock State Reservation, and

Certain Other Acts which may affect the Reservation Work.

1898. Chapter 543, establishment of, $25,000.

1900. Chapter 226, county may build and maintain a way across.

1902. Chapter 514, for enlarging, $20,000.

1903. Chapter 55 of Resolves, $2,000 for a survey.

1904. Chapter 411, for enlarging, $14,000.

1906. Chapter 419, county to build and maintain a way from the

south.

1906. Chapter 448, for enlarging, $30,000.

1907. Chapter 188, amending chapter 419 of Acts of 1906.

1908. Chapter 135 of Resolves, $1,200 for marking and $500 for

cutting out boundary lines.

1909. Chapter 362, refuges for birds and game.

1910. Chapter 601, street railway for.

1910. Chapter 422, the creation of an art commission.

1910. Chapter 545 (section 2 amended by Acts of 1912, chapter 388),

no deer shall be hunted, taken or killed on a State Reservation.

1911. Chapter 722, prevention of forest fires and appointment of

State Fire Warden.

1911. Chapter 244 (amending chapter 209 of Acts of 1908), an act

relative to forest fires in the open air. (Section 11 of chapter

211 of Revised Laws repealed.)

1911. Chapter 751, workingmen's compensation act, and amend-

ments, etc., noted in index of Blue Book of 1912, especially

chapters 172 and 571.

1912. Chapter 100 of Resolves, $1,000 for completing the setting

up of markers.

1912. Chapter 101 of Resolves, $1,000 for completing the survey.

1912. Chapter 695, relative to the taxation of street railway com-

panies in respect to tracks upon locations granted by the Grey-

lock Reservation Commission.

1912, Chapter 719, establishing a commission on economy and

efficiency.
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And see Acts of 1912, chapter 409, as to reporting accidents;

chapter 495, as to corrupt conduct on the part of agents, etc.;

chapter 577, as to estabhshing forest tree nurseries. See, also,

Revised Laws index, under "Commissions" and "Crimes and

offences," etc.; Revised Laws, chapter 18, section 6, as to

fihng the annual report, or such parts thereof as contain recom-

mendations or suggestions for legislative action.

Forestry.

On page 6 of the report of 1909, written by the late Dr.

Bascom, is a short statement as to the need of forest work.

The proper department to undertake this work is that of the

State Forester.

We do not believe in reckless expenditure in forestry on Grey-

lock. Any intelligent person, who possesses a little elementary

mathematics, can gain by practical experience what is needed

in this work. The trained German foresters go through a

theoretical course adapted to the local requirements. Their

knowledge really comes from practical work in the forests.

What we need on Greylock is a little common sense, with

extreme caution, and no visionary schemes of forestry.

FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
WILLIAM H. SPERRY,
ARTHUR B. DANIELS,

Commissioners.






