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PiTTSFiELD, Mass., Jan. 1, 1917.

To His Excellency the Governor of the Commomvealth and the Honorable

Council.

Gentlemen: — Enclosed please find the annual report of

the Greylock Reservation Commission.

Very respectfully yours,

FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
Chairman.
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REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVATION
COMMISSION.

The mountain reservation known as the Greylock State

Reservation was established by Acts of 1898, chapter 543.

A Hst of further statute references to the reservation can be

found on page 12 of the Greylock Commission report for

1913, and on page 25 of the report for 1914; to these should

be added Acts of 1910, chapter 452.

The reservation now consists of over 8,600 acres. A road

and trail map has been printed in the report of the Commis-

sion for 1915. But since that time there has been purchased

more land at the southern end, which alters the boundaries

shown at that point.

The accommodations offered the public at the summit of

Mount Greylock were better this year than ever before.

Large numbers of persons enjoyed the use of the reservation

during the last year. Only a part of those who climb the

mountain register, but last year there were over 6,500 regis-

trations at the summit house.

The Reservation Work.

Mr. Jared S. Adams was employed as superintendent on

the same basis as for the previous year. His season com-

menced early; he made the usual trip around the outskirts of

the reservation, renewing arrangements for notification in case

of forest fires.

As usual the main part of the .work of the superintendent

was the maintenance and improvement of existing roads.

More money was spent on the southern road than before.

Portions of the Pittsfield road were widened 2 feet on each

side, and need to be widened 2 feet more, to accommodaite

automobile travel. These mountain roads were built origi-
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nally just wide enough to allow the passage of one vehicle, but

now the mode of conveyance has changed entirely. The

automobile is replacing the horse and public safety demands

that the road be widened. The Mitchell Brook bridge should

be widened, relocated and raised about 4 feet. This would

eliminate a dangerous curve and grade. The matter has been

called to the attention of the commissioners for the county of

Berkshire.

The culverts and bridges mentioned in the report of 1916,

page 9, were partly repaired. On the Adams road the re-

pairs, in charge of Mr. Sperry, included the replacing of three

bridges, the substituting of two with log abutments, and one

built of stone. The changes upon the Pittsfield road widened

it about 4 feet from a point at the southern end of the road

up as far as the hill above Mitchell Brook, where stone was

encountered. Railings were repaired on both the Pittsfield

and the Adams roads. Deep mud holes were fixed perma-

nently near Mitchell Brook. The stonecrusher was operated

after certain necessary repairs had been made on the engine.

Between 150 and 200 tons of crushed stone are on hand,

ready to be used in road repair in the future. A small steam

drill was purchased to aid in the work.

Of the Stony Ledge road portions were resurfaced, but a

relocation of the road is necessary to give results of a lasting

nature. Next year on that road certain bridges will need re-

pairing.

The North Adams road was repaired somewhat and was in

fairly good condition this year in comparison with its previ-

ous condition. The heavy rains of a season ago were not re-

peated this year, so that the results of the work of the,super-

intendent were niore lasting. A year ago a large part of the

spring repairs upon the roads was washed away by the great

storms of July 7 and 8, which upset the plans of 1915.

The superintendent also made repairs on many of the ex-

isting trails. The Cheshire Harbor trail was widened and re-

paired, and the large rocks removed. The Hopper trail and

the Saddle Ball trail, upper part, were cut out. The Mount
Williams trail was widened. From the Bellows Pipe trail the

accumulated debris of years was removed. All these were old

trails.
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Thus for the year there has been much work done, but

almost all of it has been the repair and improvement of exist-

ing ways rather than developmental work. This year the

report of the surveyor has been omitted because there were

no funds at hand to continue the work, and as no money was

at hand for the purpose no indebtedness was incurred. There

is still need of the work in this direction, which was noted at

length in the report of the Commission for 1915; for instance,

the location of the boundary stones on the western side of

the reservation should be mapped. This is necessitated by

the inaccuracies of previous surveys and the rough nature

of the terrain. Unless these boundaries are fixed on a correct

plan, the exact location, with the passage of time, may be

lost.

During the year the Commission was grieved to hear of the

death of Mr. A. B. Mole. Mr. Mole was one of the three

commissioners appointed by the Governor at the time the

reservation was established. He served as commissioner

from 1898 until 1902, when he removed from the State. Mr.

Mole purchased for the State most of the land secured by the

first appropriation. He was a most useful commissioner. His

good sense and business judgment, and his intimate knowl-

edge of the territory covered by the reservation, made his

services especially valuable to the public.

Additional References.

The following communication has been received from

Williamstown :
—

Williams College, Williamstown, Mass.

My Dear Mr. Rockwell: — At last the work of looking up the

references you wanted is completed, and I am sending you the results.

Yours very truly,

S. F. Clarke.

Greylock References in the Willl«lMS College Library.

1870. A description of Greylock scenery in Chapter IV. of Dr. Wash-

ington Gladden's "From the Hub to the Hudson," published by
E. D. Merriam, Greenfield, Mass.

1892. The Berkshire Historical Society's "Berkshire Book," Vol. III.,

contains an article on local birds, p. 110. Published in Pittsfield,

Mass.
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1893. Ill the "New England Magazine," Vol. IX., page 3, appears an

article by J. T. Cutler on "The Literary Associations of Berkshire,"

mentioning Thoreau's visit to Greylock.

1895. "Bryant and the Berkshire Hills," an article by A. Lawrence in

the " Century," Vol. XXVIII., n. s., p. 369, treats of the inspiration

of the hills upon a poet.

In the "New England Magazine," Vol. XXVIII., n. s., p. 267, ap-

pears an article by H. D. Sedgwick on "Reminiscences of Literary

Berksliire."

1899. Jolm Coleman Adams' "Nature Studies in Berkshire" contains,

in Chapter VII., an account of "the circumventing of Greylock."

Published by G. P. Putnam's Sons, Knickerbocker Press, New
York and London.

The Berkshire Historical Society's "Collections" contains, in Vol. II.,

pp. 249-265, a paper on the "Greylock Reservation," by Dr. John

Bascom. The third volume of the same " Collections," on pp. 234r-

248, has a paper by Prof. T. Nelson Dale on the "Geological His-

tory of Mount Greylock." Published in Pittsfield, Mass.

1900. Part I. and Part II. of "Picturesque Berkshire County," by
RoUin H. Cooke, describe on their last pages Mount Greylock.

Published by The Gravure Illustration Company, Chicago, 111.

"The Berksliire Hills," edited by Col. W. H. Phihps, Pittsfield, Mass.,

contains repeated allusions to Mount Greylock. All direct refer-

ences to Greylock are given below.

Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 4, "Reflection of Old Greylock in Pontoosuc Lake,"

by the editor; p. 7, Illustrated cover, with Greylock prominent; p.

9, Betsy B. Harmon describes the view of Greylock from the Staf-

ford Homestead.

1901. "The Berksliire Hills," Vol. 1, No. 7, March, "The Whoa
Terminus," an article concerning an electric railway up Greylock.

Vol. 1, No. 8, April, Prospects of financial success of the electric

railroad in article, "Ducats in It."

Vol. 2, No. 4, December, "Sketch of Greylock Mountain."

1902. "The Berkshire Hills," Vol. 2, No. 5, January, In article on

"Greylock Mountain," "the glory of the Berkshire Hills and a Mas-
sachusetts State park" are described. "Its Notable History and
Pioneer Ownership" is given.

Vol. 2, No. 6, February, D. D. Field describes a "Sunrise on Old

Greylock." (Reprint from "The United States Magazine and
Democratic Review," October, 1844.)

Vol. 2, No. 10, June, "The Mountains of Berkshire," a description.

1903. "The Berkshire Hills," Vol. 3, No. 7, March, "Reminiscences

of Greylock, Old-time Trips and a Morning amid the Clouds."

Vol. 3, No. 10, June, "Ascent to Greylock in 1910," a prediction.

Vol. 3, No. 11, p. 131, "The Old Wooden Observatory on Greylock."

Vol. 4, No. 1, p. 153, "Electrical ascent to Greylock soon to be accom-
plished."
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1904. "The Berkshire Hills," Vol. 4, No. 7, p. 232, Editorial announce-

ment of Professor Bascom's plan for a new summit house.

Vol. 4, No. 10, p. 266, " Old Greylock," its claim upon the country and

the Commonwealth.

1906. "The Berkshire Hills," Vol. 2, No. 11, p. 139, "Greylock in

Winter."

Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 157, "The First Observatory on Greylock," by the

editor, contains a copy of contract for building the first tower.

1907. In the "Review of Reviews," Vol. 35, p. 567, E. K. Titus men-

tions Greylock in his article on "Massachusetts Park Reserva-

tions."

1909. Matt Hoover uses Greylock for setting of an incident in his

"WUd Ginger," Chapter IV., p. 109, published by the Broadway

Publishing Company, New York.

1916. "Geological Excursions," by H. F. Cleland, describes an excur-

sion to Greylock. WilUamstown, Mass.

Refeeences in Williams College Publjcations on File in the

Williams College Library.

1853. In the "Williams Quarterly Magazine," Vol. I., p. 9, is a de-

scription of Greylock.

1855. In the "Williams Quarterly Magazine" Greylock is mentioned

in "Mountains and Tramps," p. 359 of Vol. II.

1870. In the "WilUams Vidette," on p. 41 of Vol. V., appears a typical

write-up of mountain day excursions of Williams students. As this

holiday is an annual affair, yearly reports are available, though

not referred to here.

1873. An editorial, "Greylock," appears in the "Williams Vidette,"

Vol. VIII.
, p. 18, advocating a more accessible trail to summit.

1881. "The Argo" (a WiUiams CoUege fortnightly), Vol. I., p. 101,

has a note on "Mountain Altitudes," determined by a Williams

student.

1882. In " The Argo," Vol. II., p. 115, Mr. Tatlock's measurements of

Greylock are given.

1884. In "The Argo," Vol. IV., p. 21, "Mount Greylock" (verse).

1888. In the "Williams Literary Monthly," Vol. IV., p. 14, WiUiam

Tatlock writes of "the Heart of Greylock."

1890. In the "WiUiams Literary Monthly," Vol. V., p. 255, J. T.

Cutler writes "Literary Associations of the Berkshires."

1891. In the "Wilhams Literary Monthly," Vol. VII., p. 123, "WiU-
iams Holidays," by C. L. Hibbard.

1896. In the "WiUiams Literary Monthly," Vol. XII., p. 34, " Chat"

on mountain day.

3901. In the "WiUiams Literary Monthly," Vol. XVII., p. 125, "Meg
Langtry of Greylock" (fiction), by Rowland Haynes.



10 GREYLOCK COMMISSION. [Jan. 1917.

Letter relative to Birds of Mount Gretlock.

Smithsonian Instittttion, United States National Museum,
Washington, D. C, Dec. 27, 1916.

Mr. Francis W. Rockwell, Pittsfield, Mass.

Dear Sir:— In reply to your letter of the 19th inst., I beg to say

that I have found the following references on the subject of the birds

of Mount Greylock, some of which may be of interest to you:—
"Notes on the Summer Birds of Berkshire County, Massachusetts,"

by WilHam Brewster, "The Auk," I., Jan., 1884, pp. 5-16. (This in-

ckides a visit to Greylock.)

"On the Summer Birds of Berkshire County, Massachusetts," by

Walter Faxon, "The Auk," VI., 1889, pp. 39-46; 99-107. (Includes

notes on the birds of Greylock.)

"The Birds of Berkshire County, Massachusetts," by Walter Faxon

and Ralph Hoffmann. Coll. of Berkshire Hist, and Sci. Soc, III., No.

2, 1900, pp. 109-166. (Includes Greylock, and has a bibliography of

papers relating to the birds of the County.)

I trust this information will answer your question.

Very truly yours,

Chas. W. Richmond,

Assistant Curator, Division of Birds.

Prof. T. Nelson Dale's first paper on Greylock appeared

July, 1891, in "The American Geologist," Vol. 8, No. 1, in

Minneapolis, under the title "The Greylock Synclinorium."

This little paper of 7 pages has one section on the mountain.

It is simply an abstract of part of Monograph 23, which ap-

peared before the latter reached the public.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS V^. ROCKWELL,
V^^ILLIAM H. SPERRY,
ARTHUR B. DANIELS,

Commissioners.






