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PiTTSFiELD, Mass., Jan. 1, 1921.

To His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth and the Honorable

Council.

Gentlemen :
— Enclosed please find the annual report of

the Greylock Reservation Commission.

Very respectfully yours,

FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
Chairman.
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REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVA-

TION COMMISSION.

The Greylock Reservation contains about 8,600 acres.

There are ten heights. In the central row are Mount Fitch,

Mount Williams, Greylock Summit, two peaks of Saddle

Ball, Jones Nose, Round's Rock. On the east is Raven's

Crag, and west are Mount Prospect and Stony Ledge.

On the summits the trees are not very high, while on the

lower portions of the hills there is considerable timber. The

streams are few and small.

There were originally three ranges of mountains running

southerly through Berkshire County, — the Hoosacs on the

east, the Greylock range in the center, and the Taconics on

the west, on the New York State line. The central range

was cut through and ground down by ice floes from the

northwest at an early period, leaving the central range very

much broken.

The State maps show twenty-four higher points in Berk-

shire than in the rest of Massachusetts, the highest four

being on the reservation. East Mountain in the east

part of Hancock ranks the next highest.

The Taconic section, so called on the geological maps, ex-

tends about 80 miles from the Connecticut Valley westerly

into the State of New York, the southern line running just

south of Pittsfield, and it runs northerly into the States of

Vermont and New York about 100 miles.

It is quite an interesting group of mountains. Greylock is

classed among the older mountains of the country, its orig-

inal height being about 7,000 feet, which erosion and changes

have reduced to about 3,500 feet.
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One of the most interesting points in the northwest part of

the reservation is Mount Prospect, a fine example of the

work of erosion, as it is cut right out from the original

mountain.

Raven's Crag on the east, a part of which can be seen

from Williamstown, is quite a geological study. The Berk-

shire Mountains in Massachusetts are often called the Berk-

shire Highlands,

Even when the mists cover the hills or valleys the drive in

October from Lanesborough over the ridge to Greylock Sum-
mit is a very picturesque one, with its views of southern

Berkshire 40 miles to the Connecticut line. The colors of the

fields and the changing foliage make the landscape a delight

to the eye, although entirely different from the scenes in

winter or the bright days of summer. Who will ever forget

the exquisite autumnal coloring of 1920? The fields and

trees were clothed in celestial beauty.

In fact, Greylock presents attractions at all seasons of the

year. The time will come when the mountain roads will be

made good throughout the year, as the reservation cannot be

fully appreciated in summer alone. There are but few days

throughout the different months that the views from the hills

are perfectly clear, but the woods and fields are always at-

tractive. Even a storm on Greylock can be appreciated by

all lovers of nature.

Winter Attempts to climb Greylock by Automobile.

In the "Eagle" of January 1 is an account of the attempt

of Courtland F. Bishop of Lenox, C. S. Hayward, Frank

Couch and a demonstrator for the National automobile, to

make the ascent of Greylock by automobile, but on encoun-

tering snowdrifts the trip was abandoned.

x4n Adams party consisting of Philip D. Powers, Walter J.

Donovan, William Firbion, William Fisk and Augustus

Smith, photographer, went with two automobiles through the

drifts and fallen trees to the summit Jan. 1, 1920.

A full and fine account of this trip may be found in the

"Berkshire Evening Eagle" of Jan. 2,' 1920, telling of the
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condition of the roads, the mist on the mountain and the

views when the mist had vanished, with an account of the

difficulties met.

The gentleman who gave this account is a lover of the

mountain, has written other articles in relation to it, and is a

writer of merit.

In the "Eagle" of January 9 is an account of a second at-

tempt of Mr. Bishop, who has traveled all over the world in

automobiles, to reach the summit. In the party with him

were Felicien Farrar, his mechanician, Frank Couch, Joseph

Hollister of the "Eagle," and his son Norman. The car was

a powerful big yellow National twelve-cylinder touring car of

fifty horsepower. Unfortunately, when drifts were encoun-

tered, in turning about the car was plunged over the bank

and was abandoned, the occupants barely escaping injury.

The next day it was towed down the mountain. The de-

tailed account of the affair compiled by Mr. Hollister dis-

closes the difficulty of climbing Greylock in winter in an auto-

mobile. It should be stated that a snowstorm occurred on

the mountain between the time of Mr. Powers' and Mr.

Bishop's trips.

Each winter after the first of January there are often

heavy snowstorms, and it is almost impossible to make the

trip to the summit in automobiles, but it is hoped in the com-

ing years that the roads may be made passable during the

winter season.

One difficulty is that on the southern road there are no

houses, so that in case of accident a long tramp must be

made for help. Mr. Bishop, in his attempted ascent, sent to

Lenox for another automobile, telephoning from a farmhouse

below the Rockwell road.

Footpaths in Winter present Some Difficulties and
Dangers.

On January 25 Kurt Lorenz and son Frank, Oscar Lauder-

gan and Stanley W. Anderson from Pittsfield climbed the

Cheshire Harbor trail on snowshoes, taking three hours to

reach the summit. They found about twenty others on the
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mountain. One member of the Adams party had one side of

his face frozen. They ate their lunch in the cabin below the

house. They found 2 to 4 feet of snow on the mountain.

In the "New York Times" of Feb. 28, 1920, is an account

of an accident to a party of three from Williams College who

made the ascent on skis. Having spent the night at the

cabin, where it was very cold, the thermometer registering 25

degrees below zero, with a high wind blowing, Robert Carey

froze his ears, fingers and toes. On returning by the Hopper

trail Henry R. Piatt of Chicago met with an accident, crash-

ing into a tree, and was found by his companions injured.

Caswell M. Smith, the third of the party, rendered first aid

and carried him dowai the mountain to a farmhouse, while

Carey went ahead to telephone for a doctor.

A Few of the Summer Visitors to the Mountain.

On Saturday, May 29, 1920, Mr. Clarence F. Palmer,

chairman of the holiday committee of the Field and Forest

Club of Boston, with a party of eighteen ladies and gentle-

men, came to North Adams and made the ascent of the

mountain. They started walking up the Cheshire Harbor

trail from the trolley, but became confused and divided into

two parties, but after much tramping reached, the summit.

On the return trip down the Bellows Pipe trail they again be-

came confused, a portion of the party reaching North Adams

about 9 o'clock, and others walking to Williamstown and

reaching North Adams at 2 o'clock in the morning, where

Commissioner Sperry awaited them, having used the tele-

phone all the evening in an attempt to locate them. This

shows the necessity of having some one in the party familiar

with the reservation and its approaches. The difficulties

they experienced were outside the reservation limits.

On the Fourth of July 240 persons spent the night on the

summit. On account of a very dense fog they were accom-

modated in the cottage, garage and bunk house. About 80

persons were in the cottage sleeping in beds, on couches, on

tables, on the floors and the porch. The fog continued until

morning, when the majority left the mountain. Those who
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remained until noon were rewarded by one of the finest views

ever seen from the tower.

Boy Scouts, Troop 15, from Pittsfield, by easy stages,

made a trip of four days to the mountain, starting on July

25. They took camping outfits and made a special study of

woodcraft.

A party of 40 girls who were camping for the summer at

Camp Yokun, in Becket, spent the night of July 28 on Grey-

lock, the camp counsellors being in charge. They went up

the Cheshire Harbor trail.

Fifty Boy Scouts from Camp Greylock, in Becket, spent the

night of August 3 on the mountain, going up the Cheshire

Harbor trail. In the party were many boys from New York,

Philadelphia, and one or two from as far away as Texas.

On October 18 the boys from the Hoosac School at Hoo-

sick, N. Y., Mr. E. D. Tibbetts principal, were on the moun-

tain, but the clouds obscured the scenery in great measure.

The register had been filled up, but in a few days was re-

placed by another.

The above are but a few samples of parties going up the

mountain during the year. Many tourists register at the

cottage and many others tramp all over the reservation or

camp at night on the summit, and some rarely visit the sum-

mit but are well acquainted with the roads and trails. Auto-

mobiles go up from Pittsfield and some from Adams and

North Adams, motor around the mountain and go up the

southern (or Rockwell) road, which is the easiest way for

automobiles.

In November, the night before Armistice Day, men from

the American Legion Post, about 6 o'clock in the evening,

lighted up the hills of Berkshire from Greylock to South

Mountain, in Pittsfield, and from Lee. The trip up Greylock

was made by automobile, the roads, though closed the first of

November, being in good condition.
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The Season's Work on the Reservation.

Mr. Patrick J. Barrett of Adams was selected the past

season as the man in charge of the reservation work. Mr.

Wilham H. Sperry of the Commission, as treasurer, super-

intended the work and paid off the men.

The roads were gone over in the spring as usual. Three

little cattle guard bridges at the lower end of the Rockwell

road were repaired. Three bridges on the New Ashford road

below Mitchell brook were rebuilt. Four bridges on the

Stony Ledge road were repaired or rebuilt. The entrance to

the Stony Ledge road, just below the High bridge, was im-

proved.^

Trees were cut east of the camping ground to widen the

road, and were used for railings on the Stony Ledge and

other roads and to protect bridges. These trees made very

fine railings, and the work as far as it went was good and

made the roads safer. More railings were needed, although

in October they could not be as readily stripped of their

bark, but some were cut for future use.

It might be well in the future to putty the holes where the

rails were nicely joined together on the posts, and to paint

the rails when first cut and put up.

On September 23 there was a severe wind and rain storm

in Berkshire, which swept along the Greylock side and down

through the southern Berkshire valleys. Trees were up-

rooted and damage done to the roads in the course of the

storm, and the reservation suffered much.

Mr. Barrett worked faithfully to repair the damage on the

southern road, and when the chairman went up the moun-

tain by automobile in October he found the road in far better

condition than had been reported to him.

Mr. Barrett's work as superintendent during the season

has been well done and faithful, although under difficulties.

The mountain roads suffer in winter, and are often torn up

by storms at other seasons, as they are simply dirt roads,

long portions of which are on the steep sides of the mountain.

I A water pocket was repaired in October on the Lanesborough town road west of the south

end of the Rockwell road.
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The attention of the county commissioners was called to

their condition in December, a year ago, and they under-

stand the difficulties of the situation. The thanks of the pub-

lic are due to the retiring Commissioner, Mr. Sherrill, for his

great interest in the roads during his term of office.

Th£ Difficulty of Guarding the Reservation.

The reservation is upon high lands, the outside lines not

reaching down to the foot of the mountain on the north,

east, south and west. The boundary lines are somewhat irreg-

ular and high up above the valley roads. The reservation

was so laid out that the surrounding farms might have wood-

lands left them, which in some cases are located on the moun-

tain sides. The outside lines measure about 24 miles in

length. The reservation is over 7 miles from north to south,

and at one point about 4 miles from east to west. Its con-

figuration makes it a very hard place to guard from tres-

passers and hunters.

PiTTSFiELD, Mass., July 2, 1920.

Hon. Wm. a. L. Bazeley, Department of Conservation.

Dear Sir: — I received a letter dated June 25, referred to me by
the secretary of the Greylock Reservation Commission, Mr. A. B.

Daniels of Adams, which was signed by Wm. C. Adams of the Division

of Fisheries and Game.

This letter seems to be another request for information from the

Biological Department. I send imder another enclosure a Greylock

Report of January, 1914, and on page 30, under the heading "A Refuge

for Birds and Game," is a brief statement of posting of notices. A few

days since I wrote to Game Warden Nichols of North Adams asking

him what instructions he has had in the matter, but have had as yet

no reply.

To-day I saw Mr. Wm. H. Sperry of North Adams (of the Greylock

Commission), who informed me that he had referred the matter in

co-operation to Game Warden Nichols some time since, and Mr. Nichols

had agreed to look after the enforcement of the law on the Greylock

Reservation. Mr. Sperry also stated that in his many journeys to the

mountain he had called the attention of the superintendent to the

matter, and in one case had personally warned a hunter of the law.

Since 1909 Mr. Sperry, during the summer season, has nearly every

week paid off the employees on the mountain, and the case referred

to is all that he has known of any one hunting on the reservation.
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From about the first of June to the first of November there is a

small force of men on the mountain who will report to the superin-

tendent in case of hunters being seen. This force, however, has been

employed on the summit or on roads leading to the mountain.

As this reservation consists of more than 8,600 acres, it will be seen

that the Commission, who serve without compensation and have no

appropriation for the purpose from county or State, cannot guard the

24 miles of boundary line from poachers.

I have heard that in the winter, when there is no protection for the

reservation except storms, snows, ice or cold, there are poachers on the

reservation.

If Mr. Nichols has not already referred my letter to him to your De-

partment, and if he replies to me as to what his instructions have been

and the course he has followed in the matter, I shall then be able to

state more fully what has been done in guarding the reservation.

Very truly yours,

Francis W. Rockwell.

A letter from Game Warden Nichols of North Adams

dated July 8, 1920, says that he has had no instructions from

his Department as to guarding the reservation; that he had

informed hunters that it was against the law to hunt on the

reservation.

In reply to a letter to Mr. Bazeley, Commissioner of Con-

servation, a letter was received from William C. Adams, Di-

rector of the Division of Fisheries and Game, stating that

their wardens have not covered the State reservation's, as a

rule, any more thoroughly than any other section of their

districts, for the reason that the Commissioners of the Res-

ervation are the ones to enforce the law, under the statute

of 1909, chapter 362.

He writes :

—

There is some question as to whether or not these officers [Commis-

sioners of the Reservation] could delegate the authority to us or to our

wardens to enforce the laws on these areas, and I shall put the matter

up to the Attorney-General to-day for an opinion. With our small

number of wardens and limited traveling expenses it will be phj^sically

impossible for us to adequately patrol any of these reservations. The

best we can do is to rely on j^our local help to give us notice of violations,

and in that way we will do the best we can.

A letter from William C. Adams, Director of Division of

Fisheries and Game, date of Oct. 4, 1920, enclosed the opin-
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ion of the Attorney-General in reference to this matter, who

holds "that such officials [the Reservation Commissioners]

cannot delegate their statutory duty [as to enforcing provi-

sions of the act] to the Division of Fisheries and Game or any

other agency."

If the Greylock Commissioners are to enforce this statute

of 1909, chapter 362, some appropriation should be provided

either by the Commonwealth or the county for that purpose.

Under the original act creating the reservation, the county

was to care for and maintain the reservation by annual ap-

propriations. The act referred to was passed eleven years

after the reservation was established. Is the county then

authorized to make an appropriation so that the Reservation

Commissioners can enforce the act?

COKRESPONDENCE WITH Mr. BaZELEY ANSWERING INQUIRIES

FROM United States Department of Agriculture,

Bureau of Biological Survey.

A letter of June 21, 1920, signed F. L. Haynes, Forester,

enclosing a request for information from E. W. Nelson, Chief

of Bureau of Biological Survey, United States Department of

Agriculture, was received by the Greylock Commission.

Mr. Rockwell, the chairman, replied to Mr. Bazeley, State

Forester, under date of June 25, 1920, enclosing the following

statement: —

The Greylock State Reservation, lying in the northwesterly part

of Massachusetts, in portions of the towns of Williamstown, North

Adams, Adams, Cheshire and New Ashford, consists of about 8,600

acres.

This is a wikl, rough, mountainous piece of land, mostly wild forest.

There are some ten wooded heights in the reservation. The higher

ones, on account of their altitude, are not well forested. On the flanks

of the hiUs there is a large amount of timber, mostly spruces and hard-

wood — no pine or chestnut. It was estabUshed by chapter 543 of

the Acts of 1898.

The purposes of the reservation are set forth in some measure in

the annual report of Jan. 1, 1920, pages 8 and 9.

Acts in reference to the reservation are referred to in the report of

January, 1913, pages 12 and 13, where you will find allusions to refuges

for birds and game, protection of deer on the reservation, and other

matters.
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Further legislative acts are in reference to annual preparation and

printing of lists of State officials and emploj^ees, with their salaries or

compensation, chapter 268, Acts of 1910, as amended by chapter 43

of the Acts of 1913. See also Acts of 1910, chapter 452, as to filing bills

or resolves for suggested legislation.

To be added to hst of conveyances (deed of R. B. Cummings of

297.7 acres of Dec. 12, 1914), pages 13 and 14 of the 1914 report, known

as the Round's Rock purchase.

These lands were purchased by the State, except a parcel of 400

acres on the summit of Greylock, and a small lot of 19 acres which were

gifts. The first gift, including a road of 5f miles toward North Adams,

was given as a prerequisite to the first appropriation from the State

as set forth in the act creating the reservation above referred to.

The reservation has been left in its original state, and no forestry

has been attempted, for neither the State nor the county has appro-

priated anything for that purpose.

,The State thus far has appropriated the amount stated in the re-

port filed in 1920, page 8, for the purchase of lands, surveys, and

markers and cutting out lines, etc. (about $2,000 not yet expended),

the State Auditor having control of the State funds and paying the

bills to the parties in interest on receipt of vouchers.

The State Treasurer has possession of all deeds and papers relating

to the purchase, the deeds and papers being recorded in the Adams

Registry of Deeds. In 1908 a minute of deeds book was prepared which

is now in the Adams Registry, to which has been added the deed of the

Round's Rock purchase.

See letter to committee on revision, page 5 of the report of Jan. 1,

1916, for general references as to make-up of reports and the bibliog-

raphy of the mountain.

Purposes for which appropriations have been used, see report for

January, 1916, page 10. List of signs and guideboards and their loca-

tion, report of 1916, pages 14 to 17. Mountain heights in view from

tower are named on the disks attached to the railing (taken off in

winter), report of January, 1916, page 11. Surveyor's recommen-

dations for future work, report of January, 1916, page 13.

Additional references to books and articles, report of January, 1917,

pages 7 to 10.

Under another cover I send Greylock reports of Jan. 1, 1913, Jan.

1, 1914, Jan. 1, 1916, Jan. 1, 1917, and Jan. 1, 1920.
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The Resekvation Surveys.

See the following reports for Reservation surveys: —
Report of 1903, page 3, for survey of outside boundaries begun.

Report of 1908, page 7, for boundary markers.

Report of 1909, page 3, for half the markers up.

Report of 1911, page 6, for stadia survey of Cheshire Harbor trail

and new road, also right of way and road built last year to Cummings
house, and the cutting out of north side of Paul triangle.

Report of 1912, pages 6 to 8, for Lindholm and Tuller employed,

and see report as to work done.

Report of 1913, page 3, as to the markers.

Report of 1913, pages 9 to 10, as to resurvey of some outside lines

and surveyors' report.

Report of 1914, page 9 as to the markers.

Report of 1914, page 23, for the work of the surveyor and surveyor's

report.

Report of 1915, page 8, as to markers, page 9, cutting out outside

lines.

Report of 1916, page 12', as to survej^ors' report with recommenda-

tions for future work.

Report of 1917, page 7, as to no report of surveyor for lack of funds.

Notes on the Surveys.

Mr. John H. Emigh was the first surveyor. He died Jan.

6, 1910. His son, William C. Emigh, C.E. (Rensselaer),

made a stadia survey of the Cheshire Harbor trail and the 3

miles of road, built the year before, to the Cummings house,

and he cut out the north side of the Paul triangle. Mr.

William C. Emigh left the State, and Messrs. Lindholm and

Tuller continued the surveys.

They dissolved partnership, Mr. Lindholm removing to

Pittsfield, leaving the continuance of the Greylock survey in

the hands of Mr. Tuller. The surveyor's reports for 1912

and since are signed by William N. Tuller. The report of

1913, page 9, shows that Mr. Tuller (under Resolves of 1912,

chapter 100), resurveyed certain outside lines of the reserva-

tion, beginning at station 133.

When Mr. Emigh was first appointed surveyor he was

authorized by the Commission to employ necessary aid, and

soon afterward, at Dr. Bascom's suggestion, a surveyor from
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Arlington, \t., made a survey of some of the western outlines,

and a typewritten statement of his work is in the hands of

the present surveyor. This outline Mr. Emigh found diffi-

cult to use in his outline map of the reservation of 1904, as

amended in 1906. He did the best he could with it on that

plan. The present surveyor, Mr. Tuller, as stated above, has

made some corrections, the markers of some of the western

lines having been set up by an agreement and arrangement

with the abutters. The plan called the official plan, with

changes on those lines and certain changes and additions in

the interior of the plan, is in the hands of the surveyor, to-

gether with the minutes and surveys of inside lots as made

by Mr. Emigh, and the additions made by Mr. Tuller.

That plan with some corrections yet to be made, including

the addition of the Round's Rock purchase and other correc-

tions, should be redrawn. This work has been delayed during

the late war for want of an appropriation from the State.

Mr. Sperry and Mr. Daniels, the other members of the

Commission, each have a copy of Mr. Emigh's plan, but

without the minutes of the survey of some western lines as

resurveyed by Mr. Tuller. Corrected plans of the part of the

Rockwell road south of Round's Rock, with the exception of

nearly a mile of the road just below Round's Rock (a county

way), are filed with the county commissioners, being outside

the reservation limits.

A new plan should be drawn with suggested corrections so

that copies could be filed with the Commission, the county

commissioners, the State Treasurer, and in the Registry of

Deeds at Adams.

Miscellaneous.

At different times statements have appeared in the press

naming Dr. Bascom or Mr. Rockwell " the father of the reser-

vation."

While Dr. Bascom appeared in a general way before the

committee in 1898 for the bill establishing the reservation, he

disclaimed being the father of the bill. Mr. Rockwell did not

then appear, and has always disclaimed being the father of

the bill.



1921.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 67. 17

All the Berkshire members of the Legislature favored the

bill, Hon. William A. Whittlesey being Senator from northern

Berkshire, and Hon. Richard W. Irwin (now a judge of the

Superior Court) representing Berkshire and Hampshire.

Mr. Almon E Hall of Williamstown was at that time a

member of the committee on ways and means of the House,

and when he found that the committee did not favor the bill,

which asked the State to take entire charge, and the bill as

presented would fail to pass the committee, he proposed that

the county should care for and maintain the reservation by

annual appropriations.

This was satisfactory to the committee, and the bill was so

reported, upon the condition that the Greylock Park Asso-

ciation transfer its then holdings as a gift to the State.

The late Hon. W. Murray Crane was at that time Lieu-

tenant-Governor, and after the passage of the bill Mr. Rock-

well suggested to him the name of another Pittsfield man for

one of the Commission, but it was found that Mr. John M.

Stevenson, a member of the Legislature, had already sug-

gested Mr. Rockwell's name to the Governor, Roger Wolcott,

who was in Harvard College and knew Mr. Rockwell when

he was in the Law School, and Mr. Crane informed Mr.

Rockwell he would be selected.

The people of northern Berkshire and those interested in

the old Greylock Park Associat on were the authors of the

idea of making Greylock a State reservation:

Of the present members of the Commission, Mr. Rockwell

is chairman, Mr. Sperry is treasurer, superintends the work

of the reservation, and pays off the men, and Mr, Daniels is

the secretary.

FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
WILLIAM H. SPERRY,
ARTHUR B. DANIELS,

Commissioners.






