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Ci)e Commontoealtf) of ^mmcltmtm

REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVA-

TION COMMISSION.

Location of Reservation.

The Greylock State Reservation lies in the northwestern

part of the State; the reservation contains about 8,485

acres by the latest computation. The commission of three,

which has charge of the reservation, acts without com-

pensation. Under the original act of 1898 establishing the

reservation, the county of Berkshire is to pay the annual

expenses, aside from any especial appropriation that the

State may make.

Visitors at Mount Greylock.

Each year new persons climb the mountain, which is the

highest in Massachusetts. The recreational possibilities of

the Greylock Reservation are infinite.

The commanding position of the mountain, the unob-

structed view from the summit, and the delightful variety

of scenes within the reservation, yearly attract thousands of

visitors. To furnish an idea of the varied attractions of

Greylock, the following fragmentary list of persons who

visited the mountain during the 1921 season is given.

On April 13 Deputy Commissioner Henrichson of the

Pittsfield Boy Scouts walked to the summit of Mount
Greylock by the Cheshire Harbor trail. Under his direction

on April 16 and 17 a group of ten Boy Scouts occupied the

bunk house. They were instructed in the art of camp
making, and at the conclusion of their visit they left the

bunk house cleaned, repaired, and stored with wood.
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On May 3 Mr. Barrett, superintendent of the reservation,

took a load of supplies, food and material to the Summit
House for the first time in the 1921 season. He began road

work at once, in order that the reservation roads might be

opened to the public not later than Decoration Day.

Note. — The roads usually are open to the public from

Decoration Day until the 1st of November. Curves are

sharp and motorists should "sound horn" and drive with the

utmost care on the narrow roadway.

On May 21 Commissioner Sperry journeyed to the reser-

vation to inspect the progress of the work of the superin-

tendent.

On May 22 Commissioner Rockwell drove by motor to the

summit from Pittsfield. The road was passable. A party

of girl trampers, carrying blanket rolls, was encountered

near the top; it was obvious that they had bivouacked on

the summit through the previous night.

On May 28 the Summit House was opened to the public

for the season.

On June 16 the Field and Forest Club of Boston (Mr.

Palmer of Somerville, chairman) registered at Hillcrest Inn

in Lanesborough. They visited "The Noppet" and several

other hills in Lanesborough; then they went from Lanes-

borough to the Cheshire Harbor trail, and up over that trail

to the "Divide Road," and thence down to the camping

ground, following the brook (the trail being obscured) down

the westerly side of the mountain to the Collins House.

On June 16 Philip D. Powers of Adams in a Hudson

Super-Six, without shifting gears, drove up the Rockwell

Road to Mount Greylock (8.7 miles) in twenty-two minutes.

He was "lavish in praise" of the work of Superintendent

Patrick J. Barrett on the roads. ("Springfield Republican,"

June 17, 1921.)

On June 25 the Massachusetts Forestry Association held

its field day on the summit. The North Adams Chamber of

Commerce acted as hosts. The entertainers and their

guests motored to the top of the mountain.

About July 15 the statuesque "Sabrina," of Amherst

College fame, was a visitor to the environs of the mountain.
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During the summer Henry Hopkins, Jr., grandson of

President Mark Hopkins of Williams College, camped at

the camping ground.

On August 4 Lord Bryce and Lady Bryce, Gen. Arthur

Musgrave, Mrs. Musgrave, Colonel and Mrs. Archibald

Hopkins of Washington and Dr. John Hopkins Denison of

W^illiamstown traveled by automobile to the summit of

Mount Greylock. The entire party was delighted with the

views obtained.

On September 17 Henry Hopkins, Jr., motored to the

summit and to Stony Ledge with his wife and son, while

camping on the mountain. In a letter addressed to Com-

missioner Sperry, Mr. Hopkins wrote with commendation of

the condition of the roads on the reservation.

Tuesday night, October 11, found 150 college men from

WilHamstown and about 25 Boy Scouts, under Mr. Hapgood

of Pittsfield, upon the top of Greylock, in the rain and

wind.

On October 13 former Governor McCall and Henry M.

Teague from Williamstown were on the summit. On the

same day, 32 boys from a neighboring camp, with 3 masters,

were there too.

On October 12 Commissioner Rockwell motored to the

summit. The roads were in good condition. The 8.7 miles

up the mountain from the foot of the Rockwell Road

(southern approach to summit) were covered in twenty-

seven minutes. The trip from Pittsfield to Mount Greylock

summit occupied sixty-two minutes.

On October 21 the county commissioners of Berkshire

County made their annual tour of inspection with repre-

sentatives of the press and with Mr. Sperry of the Greylock

Commission. Fine accounts of that trip were published in

the papers of North Adams and Pittsfield.

In October Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Baker of Springfield spent

a night on the summit. Mr. Baker is Vice President of

G. & C. Merriam Company, publishers of dictionaries,

Springfield, Mass. Mr. Baker wrote that he and Mrs.

Baker "were very comfortably cared for during our night at

the summit."
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On October 30 Mr. James J. Pender of Pittsfield went to

the summit by motor, returning home after nightfall with a

lighted car. A belated tramper in the valley to the west-

ward wondered at the strange planet he had discovered on

the eastern horizon, but the illusion ceased when the light

began to move southward along the ridge. He knew then

that he had seen the headlight of a motor. The lights of

cars coming down the open ridge from the Greylock Reser-

vation to Lanesborough can be seen for miles on a clear

evening.

The reservation roads and the Summit House were closed

for the winter by Mr. Sperry on October 31.

Above are noted but a few of the thousands of visitors who
have climbed Greylock this year. Each season brings to

hundreds of persons an increased interest in the mountain.

Under date of December 31 Dr. John Hopkins Denison

writes from New York City :
—

... I took a number of parties to the top of Greylock last summer
and all were most enthusiastic, both over the natural scenery and over

the work done by the Commission in making it so readily accessible.

Stony Ledge, or the Bluffs, as we always called it, has always been a

favorite spot of mine, even from the days of boyhood, and it is a great

advantage to be able to reach it so easily in a car.

Lord Bryce on Forest Reservations.

The visit of Lord Bryce to Mount Greylock this past

summer recalls the following sentences from an article that

he contributed to the ''Outlook" of Dec. 14, 1912, in

reference to national and State parks :
—

As regards the northeast Atlantic States, what seems to be most

wanted is to preserve the forests of the White and Green mountains.

... I believe that in some parts of the White Mountains, for instance,

it would be an excellent thing to create large forest reserves, where

the trees should be under protection of the national or State govern-

ment, cut by them as required, and the forests replanted as the}^ are

cut. In this way you would keep a place where the beauty of the

forests would remain for all generations.

This suggestion has been followed in the White Mountains.
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Lord Bryce said further: —
But keep wide sylvan spaces where those who seek quiet and the

sense of communing with nature can go out in the early morning from

the city and spend a whole day enjoying one spot after another, where

nature has provided her simple joys, mingled shade and sunlight, the

rusthng of the leaves and the songs of birds. There is no better service

we can render to the masses of the people than to set about and preserve

for them wide spaces of fine scenery for their delight.

Lord Bryce believed from experience that the pedestrian

discovers along his path natural beauties which others

overlook.

Reservation Work.

Buildings.

The Summit House was in charge of Ernest Beaudoin of

Adams, who furnished meals and rooms for visitors as far

as the accommodations would permit. The house was kept

neat. Minor repairs were made on the buildings at the

summit. The ridgepole was replaced on the garage and barn.

The front room and kitchen of the cottage were repainted,

and trouble with the telephone was located. It has been

stated that this recurring difficulty can be remedied only by

raising the wires from the ground, where they now rest in

an iron pipe.

The Roads and Trails.

Patrick J. Barrett again was employed for the year as

superintendent, under the general direction of Mr. Sperry.

In the early spring the roads and the trails were blocked by

fallen trees.

Mr. Barrett made his first trip up the mountain on May 3.

He carried up furniture, bedding, dynamite, etc., by wagon,

clearing the North Adams road of trees as he ascended.

Then he began work on the southern road. This he widened

and improved greatly, and opened for travel about Memorial

Day. In this work six men and a pair of horses were em-

ployed. Mr. Barrett is an experienced builder of roads.

The roads were widened in many places, and soon were in

excellent condition as the letter of Mr. Hopkins and the
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statement of Mr. Powers show. These statements un-

soHcited from the pubHc constitute excellent testimony as to

the quality of the work done.

The Stony Ledge Road was made passable for automobiles

by the use of corduroy. Further particulars of the road

and trail work will be found in the following report of the

superintendent: —

Report op the Superintendent.

Adams, Mass., Dec. 13, 1921.

Dear Mr. Rockwell:— Find enclosed a brief outline of work

done on the Grejdock State Reservation during 1921. Mr. Sperry has

the pay-roll sheets and time book.

Very truly yours,

P. J. Barrett.

Superintendent's Report of Work on Greylock State Reservation for 1921.

On Sept. 23, 1920, there was a severe wind and rain storm on Grey-

lock Mountain, which did a great deal of damage to the roads, and it

required a great deal of work in the spring of 1921 to get the roads in

condition for travel :
—

Rockwell Road. — Widened, graded, and put up railing. Built bridge over

Mitchell Brook.

Stony Ledge Road. — Made extensive repairs, practically rebuilt part of

road; made safe for cars to ascend Stony Ledge.

Adams Road. — Made exten.sive repairs on Adams Road.

North Adams Road. — Kept North Adams Road in good repair.

Cut out trails on Cheshire Harbor trail. Hopper trail and Bellows Pipe trail.

Have on hand about 2,000 feet of railing cut and peeled.

P. J. Barrett.

The roads on the reservation were closed to traffic Oct. 31,

1921, as has been stated.

Survey.

Expenses of road and trail upkeep have been paid by the

county of Berkshire, but funds for survey are furnished by

the Commonwealth. There has been no surveying on the

Greylock Reservation for several years on account of lack of

appropriation.

Mr. Emigh, the original surveyor of the reservation, died

in 1910. He was succeeded, for a short time, by his son, and



1922.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 67. 13

afterward by Lindholm & Tuller, and then by Wm. N.

Tuller of North Adams. The details of the work done by

them appear in previous reports and letters.

There are certain matters in relation to the survey which

however should be noted. The markers at corners on the

outside boundary of the reservation were all set up, except

in two places, which were on ledges (one on the northerly

hne of the reservation, and the other on the westerly line

near the foot of Rounds Rock), where marks were made.

(See letter from surveyors and their statements in previous

reports.)

These markers are all of Monson granite, except four,

easterly of Rounds Rock, which are small marble monuments

without letters. These four should be replaced by granite

markers.

A marker was to be set up at the northwesterly corner of

the town of Cheshire, by the towns of New Ashford and

Cheshire, after the New Ashford-Cheshire town line from

that point southerly over Rounds Rock to the northeasterly

corner of Lanesborough had been relocated in 1912.

In the matter of maps, there should be a new map of the

reservation to include the Rounds Rock purchase; the

outside lines of the reservation should be traversed and a

new map prepared. The outside lines of the reservation also

should be cut out all around, so as to mark plainly the

boundaries of the reservation.

As stated in previous reports Mr. Tuller has in his pos-

session the old plan of the reservation, together with plans

of the component lots. There should be an appropriation

from the State, to furnish funds to make a new plan and to

complete this work.

A typewritten book now in the registry of deeds at

Adams, Mass., compiled by Mr. Safford, the register of

deeds, contains descriptions of all conveyances to the

Commonwealth for the lands of the Greylock Reservation.

This book, mentioned in previous reports, is the property

of the Greylock Reservation Commission, and is left at

the registry for the convenience of the commissioners and

surveyors.
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Other maps in Mr. Rockwell's possession include a photo-

graphic enlargement (by Jacobs, Pittsfield) of the section of

the United States Geological Survey Map (1885) which

contains the Greylock Reservation. This enlargement has

been made on the same scale as a plan of lots, contained

within the reservation, so that both maps may be used in

conjunction in the work of determining the amount and

kinds of timber on the reservation when funds are appro-

priated for the purpose. These two maps are Mr. Rockwell's

personal property.

"Lot maps," prepared to show title references and acre-

ages, are also in the possession of Mr. Rockwell. These

last should be compared to insure accurate agreement with

the title book (Greylock Reservation) in the registry of

deeds at Adams.

Estimation of the area of the reservation, made by the

surveyor from a plan of the outside lines, produces an

aggregate of about 8,485 acres. In relation to this matter,

the following letter of William N. Tuller, the surveyor, is

inserted here: —

F. W. Rockwell, Pittsfield, Mass. ^^<^- 2^' ^^2^-

Dear Mr. Rockwell:— Your letter of December 23 received

inquiring as to the total acreage of the Greylock Reservation.

J. H. Emigh reports 8,187 acres in 1908. Adding to this amount

the 297.7 acres purchased in 1914 of Cummings makes the total 8,485

acres.

In reviewing the large map, I noticed that the Cummings purchase

had never been placed on it, also some other corrections made since

the map was made.

It seems as if the commissioners would want a new map showing

the reservation as it is to-day.

Markers should also be set on the Cummings purchase, and the

entire reservation lines cleared out some time in the near future.

Yours very truly,

Wm. N. Tuller.

Markers needed on County Road.

Markers have been set up on the county road, known as

the "Rockwell Road," on its easterly side from its southern

terminus up to a point a little less than 1 mile southerly of

the present south line of the reservation. That work should
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be completed by the Berkshire County commissioners.

Within the reservation on county roads there are no

markers.

The county road in the reservation is the main road which

extends from the northern entrance of the reservation to the

southern entrance. Outside the reservation, on the Mount
Greylock-North Adams Road, there is a fence defining that

part of the county way.

Bibliography.

The following works in reference to Greylock should be

added to those mentioned in the fifteenth, sixteenth and

eighteenth annual reports of the Greylock Reservation

Commission for the years 1916, 1917 and 1919: —
"The Glory of Greylock." By Francis W. Rockwell. Seaver Howland

Press, Boston, Mass., 1921. 56 pages, illustrated.

"Guide to the Greylock State Reservation." By Francis Williams

Rockwell, Jr. Sun Printing Co., Pittsfield, Mass., 1916. 36 pages,

with maps, paper cover.

"Memorandum regarding the State Parks of the United States."

Issued by Department of the Interior, National Park Service,

Washington, D. C., November, 1921. 35 pages, mimeograph.

Collateral References.

Forestry.

"Studies in French Forestry." By Theodore S. Woolsey, Jr., and

William B. Greeley. Pubhshed by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 432

Fourth Avenue, New York, 1921. |6.

State Parks.

Bulletin No. 10, Vol. XIX, No. 22, February, 1920.

The New York State College of Forestry at Syracuse University.

I. The Palisades Interstate Park: A Study in Recreational

Forestry. By P. M. Silloway, M.S.

II. Social Aspects of Park Administration.

III. Camping Facilities in the PaHsades Interstate Park. By
Edward F. Brown.

Note. — This able study under university direction shows the

recreational possibilities of State parks, as illustrated so admirably in

the Palisades Interstate Park, and gives plans for campers' cabins

and park sanitation.
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Forest Fire.

This year but one forest fire occurred. It was seen by

Mr. Sperry from the summit. Men went down from the top

of Greylock to extinguish the fire and found there the fire-

warden with a party of men. The fire was put out.

The damage on the reservation was small for the trees

were few at that point. Protection against fire, sanitation

and better accommodations for the public at the summit

are three matters which are with us still.

New Trails proposed.

It has been proposed by the New England Trail Con-

ference to extend the Green Mountain trail southerly to

Greylock and thence to Mount Everett. Already preliminary

work has been done in the rough, by persons not connected

with the reservation, to make an outline trail from Rounds

Rock at the southerly end of the Greylock Reservation to

East Mountain in Hancock, and thence to Potter Mountain.

If such a trail were completed to New York City, as has

been proposed, Greylock would become more than ever a

Mecca for pedestrians.

Greylock Summit House Building Fund.

The amount of $825, raised by public subscription for the

erection of a house on the summit of Mount Greylock, and

given by the citizens of Pittsfield and Dalton, was paid to

the county treasurer of Berkshire County, and later was

placed by him in a special fund at compound interest in

the City Savings Bank of Pittsfield. This sum, to which

reference was made in the nineteenth annual report of the

Greylock Commission, page seven, has accumulated so that

it amounted on July 10, 1921, to $1,386.54. The final

contribution of $25 was made by Professor Dale. The

names of the contributors to this fund are published below

for the first time: —
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Kelton B. Miller.

William L. Adam.
W. M. Crane.

Dwight M. Collins.

Arthur W. Eaton.

A Friend.

Arthur W. Plumb.

Rev. T. W. Nickerson, Jr.

E. D. Jones Sons.

Zenas Crane.

Fred G. Crane.

Dr. Henry Colt.

Edgar P. Wood.

Gimlich & White.

T. Nelson Dale.

William B. Rice.

Rev. James Boyle.

James W. Hull.

Franklin W. Russell.

FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
WILLIAM H. SPERRY,
ARTHUR B. DANIELS,

Commissioners.
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